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INTRODUCTION. 


Ths  horrid  tragedy  which  forms  the  iubjeet  of  the  pra* 
•ent  voluinet  will  be  rendered  more  intelligible  bf  the 
biographical  sketches  of  the  Yictim*  and  his  assaasina, 
wiJkh  which  we  preface  the  narrative.  The  eharaetera 
wiU  thus  accompany  the  reader  in  **  his  mind's  eye" 
throughout  the  tale,  and  Tarioua  remarks  and  allusions, 
which  would  otherwise  be  unintelligible  to  the  virtuoua 
and  peaceable  portions  of  society,  will  be  brought  to 
bear  upon,  and  strongly  illustrate  the  feelings  "knd  mo- 
tiyes  by  which  the  respective  parties  were  actuated. 

The  murder  of  William  Weare  will  hereafter  stand 
upon  record  as  one  of  the  distinguishing  features  of  the 
present  sra ;  as  a  great  and  painful  effort  by  which 
society  has  relieved  itself  of  a  huge  load  of  vice  and 
crime.  Awful  and  appalling  as  are  the  means  by  which 
'*  a  cofisummation  so  devoutly  to  be  wished"  has  been 
achieved,  one  source  of  melancholy  consolation  remains. 
Amidst  the  vast  mass  of  vice  and  crime  with  which 
London  abounds,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  four  meut 
moving  and  acting  together,  whose  removal  from  the 
world  could  confer  so  much  benefit  on  mankind,  as  the 
individuals  whose  crimes  have  in  this  case  drawn  down 
the  wrath  of  Heaven  on  their  guilty  heads.  We,  of 
course  assume,  that  the  two  miscreants  who  still  sur- 
vive the  act  of  their  accomplice,  and  the  consummation 
of  the  law,  are,  by  the  characters  which  with  their  own 
hands  they  have  written  in  letters  of  fire  upon  their 
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brazen  foreheads,  expelled  for  the  remainder  of  their 
wretched  existence  from  all  contact  with  their  fellow- 

men. 

The  murder  of  Weare  has  doubtlessly  resulted  from  an 
adhesion  to  the  principles  engendered  in  that  school  of 
frattd  and  flasht  to  which  not  only  the  victim  but  his 
murderers  also  were  attached.  Weare,  Thurtell,  Hunt, 
and  Probert,  were  all  sporting  blades^  ultra  JUuh  men^ 
and  gamblers — ^preying  alike  upon  each  other,  and 
upon  society  in  general. 

These  observations  are  necessary  to  elucidate  the 
contents  of  the  following  sheets — ^more  would  be  an 
anticipation  of  the  sentiments  and  opinions  which  kre 
uniformly  given  with  the  facts  and  features  of  the  dise 
to  which  they.apply.  We,  therefore,  proceed  at  once  to 
the  biographical  sketches  of  Weare  and  his  associatelL 

WILUAM  WEARE 

Was  a  man  of  low  birth  and  connexions— ^f  very  slewder 
education,  and  of  mercenary  habits.  Not  many  years 
ago  he  filled  the  office  of  waiter  at  a  tavern,  from  whsnoe 
he  was  transplanted  in  the  same  character  to  a  gaming- 
house, where  by  assiduity  and  enterprise  be  got  forward 
as  an  otBcial,  and  ultimatdy  as  an  independent  player. 
Having  launched  forth  as  a  regular  and  professed  black- 
leg, he  directed  his  chief  attention  to  billiarda,  and  was 
also  a  common  attendant  at  races,  and  on  other  sporting 
occasions,  with  an  E.  O.  table,  of  which  he  was  pro- 
prietor. 

He  by  no  means,  however,  confined  himself  to,  this 
description  of  8:ambling,  but  was  a  regular  and  well- 
known  frequenter  of  the  London  HelU^in  some  of 
which  ft  would  appear  he  made  John  Thurtell  his  dupe, 
and  thus  excited  the  vengeance  of  the  disappointed 
gttmbler,  Which  was  only  to  be  allayed  in  the  blood  of 
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Weare,  who  had  fleeced  him  in  the  exercise  of  his  nefa- 
ricnis  calling. 

In  his  play  Weare  was  a  notorious  sharper ;  among  his 
gambling  associates  he  ^as  pronounced  to  be  a  dead  not/  / 
**  Ready  at  all  times,**  says  a  sporting  writer,  *'  to  pick 
up  9iflat;  either  to  nibble  for  a  sprats  or  to  tackle  a 
,  i^vif  Jack.  No  spider  darted  with  more  eagerness  on 
a  poor  fly,  than  did  Weare  pounce  upon  the  unwary. 
With  plenty  of  money  always  about  him,  he  was  never 
unprepared ;  and  it  would  have  broken  his  heart  to  have 
.^et  a  chance  go  by  Mm.  He  was  well-dressed  at  all 
times ;  particularly  neat  and  clean  in  his  person,  and 
rather  gentlemanly  in  his  manners."  He  had,  howerer, 
much  of  the  cunning  look  of  a  Jew  in  his  countenance, 
,  ^  and  there  was  a  peculiar  hardness  in  his  physiog^nomy. 
|lis.  cheek-bones  stood  out  so  much,  and  his  chin  was 
so  small  and  pointed,  that  his  face  below  the  eyes  was 
precisely  triangular-shaped.  He  was  diminutive  in  sta- 
ture, but  his  person  was  wdl-knit,  active,  and  enured  tq 
''i!fii4lgue. 

er-  Next  to  his  love  of  gaming,  was  his  fondness  for 
^'•c  fiporting,  and  the  only  charm  that  could  win  his  mer* 
2  coMuy  soul  from  the  gaming-table  was  the  expectation 
L "  of  a  few  days*  shooting.  Thurtell  well  knew  of  this 
vfondiicss  of  Weare  for  the  sports  of  the  field,  and  as 
>!  it  will  be  aeen  in  the  course  of  the  succeeding  narrative, 
made  it  the  lure  by  w^ich  he  entrapped  his  devoted 
viotimw 

W^are  neaided  in  chambers  in  Lyon's  Inn,  where  he 
used  to  keep  some  fine  sporting  dogs.  He  was  fre- 
quently to  be  seen  airing  and  exercising  his  dogs  about 
the  Inn. 

So  g^reat  a  dotard  of  his  money,  and  so  narrow-minded, 
was  Weare,  that  he  would  not  intrust  his  cash  in  the 
kaods  of  a  banker,  but  kept  it  in  his  own  possession^  and 

-o  oahraya  carried  n.large  sum  fbout  hif(. p^son^iA  jui  old 
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pocket-booky  between  his  flannel  shirt  and  his  skin.  At 
one  time,  it  is  said,  his  solicitor  succeeded  in  persuading 
him  to  open  an  account  at  the  banking  house  of  Morland 
and  Co.  where  he  lodged  five  hundred  pounds,  but  rery 
soon  drew  it  out,  and  continued  his  old  plan. 

At  the  period  of  his  assassination  he  was  paying  hijs 
addresses  to  a  young  lady  at  Bayswater,  who  was  re^ 
puted  to  have  an  income  of  three  hundred  a  year. . 

JOHN  THURTELL 

Was  the  son  of  a  highly  respectable  and  opulent  mer* 
chant  of  Norwich :  a  man  no  less  distinguished  fot*  the 
constant  exercise  of  every  virtue,  than  for  the  high  and 
imp^M'tant  office  to  which  he  had  been  elevated  by  his 
fellow  citizens.  At  the  time  of  the  disgraceful  death  of 
his  lost  and  wretched  son,  the  father  was  one  of  the 
aldermen  of  the  ancient  and  important  city  of  Norwich  ! 

Early  in  life  John  Thurtell  obtained,  through  the  in* 
fluence  of  his  respected  father,  a  commission  in  the 
Royal  Marines,  in  which  service  he  continued  till  the 
peace,  when  he  was,  among  a  multitude  of  other  young 
men,  thrown  back  upcm  the  world,  and  returned  to  the 
more  tranquil  pursuits  of  commerce.  He  was  esta« 
biiffhed  as  a  Bombazin  Merchant  at  Norwich,  but  in 
the  course  of  business  had  occasion  to  make  frequent 
visits  to  London,  and  thus  became  acquainted  with 
wHat  is  called  the  Sporting  Warld--^  conneiiion  that 
ultimately  led  him  on  to  his  destruction. 

He  first  made  his  appearance  in  this  connexion  about 
the-years  1818  and  1819,  and  being  known  as  the  son 
of  Alderman  Thurtell,  of  Norwich,  a  man  of  respect- 
ability, of  property,  and  of  influence,  soon  acquired  a 
certain  ascicndency  among  the  loose  and  adventurous 
characters  who  comprise  the  greater  portion  of  the 
sporting  fraternity. 

Thurtelfs  habits  of  dissipation,  of  extravagance,  and 
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of  neglect  of  business,  increased  in  proportion  as  he 
mixed  among  his  new  connexions  in  London — the 
natural  and  inevitable  consequences  of  which  were  loss 
of  credit,  and  complete  failure  in  business  at  Nor- 
iifich. 

He  came  to  London  to  receive  several  hundreds  of 
pounds  for  goods  which  he  had  sold  to  a  respectable 
house  in  London  Wall ;  and  on  his  return,  was  to  pay 
the  money  amongst  his  creditors.  Instead  of  doing  so, 
on  his  arrival  at  Norwich,  for  the  purpose  of  applying 
the  money  he  had  received  to  his  own  use,  he  propagat- 
ed a  story  that  on  his  return  from  London,  as  he  Dfw 
walking  across  a  lonely  spot  near  Norwich,  with  the 
money  in  his  pocket,  he  was  stopped  by  footpac^ 
and  robbed  of  it,  after  a  desperate  resistance.  In  sup- 
port of  this  tale,  he  appeared  with  a  black  eye,  and  his 
head  much  cut  and  bruised.  This  story,  in  consequence 
of  his  bad  character,  gained  no  credit  in  Norwich  ;  his 
creditors  did  not  hesitate  to  tell  him  that  he  had  in- 
vented a  plausible  tale  for  the  purpose  of  defrauding 
them  of  their  just  claims ;  and  to  avoid  their  imp<Mr- 
tunities  and  unpleasant  observations,  he  left  the  place 
and  set  off  for  London,  in  the  company  of  a  very 
pretty  girl  (with  whom  he  has  lived  till  a  short  titne  be- 
fore the  murder)  of  the  name  of  Miss  D— — • 

After  this  circumstance,  his  character  being  gone  in 
Norwich,  he  hoped  to  be  more  at  his  ease  in  London. 
Reports,  injurious  to  his  fame,  however,  followed  him  to 
the  Metropolis:  business  was  at  an  end:  and  how  his 
time  was  for  a  long  period  occupied,  it  would  be,  per- 
haps, difficult  to  describe. 

The  link  of  respectability  as  a  merchant,  was  now 
broken,  and  he  plunged  headlong  into  the  dissipated 
scenes  which  the  great  city  of  London  afTords  to  every 
adventurer  J  mixing  at  all  hours  in  all  sorts  of  company, 
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and  visitinff  without  thought  or  reflection,  booMB  ^: 
every  description. 

He  set  forth  upon  a  hunt  after  fame ;  i.  ^.,  to  obtein 
the  title  of  a  leader  in  the  sporting  circles :  his  acquaint* 
ances  soon  multiplied  ;  and»  unfortunately  for  bimaelf - 
and  his  pockety  Thurtell,  like  a  number  of  other  foolish, 
young  men  from  the  country,  flattered  himself  that' he* 
was  a  knomngy  clever  fellow.    It  was  on  this  rock  tibatr 
he  split.  ''  Among  the  Leg^,  he  was  picked  up  as  a  good 
flat;  and  the  rolls  of  country  ^W^j*  which  hebroughfr. 
with  him  to  town,  were  soon  reduced  to  a  small  space  in- 
bis  pockets.    The  Swell  Yokel  f  as  he  was  first  termed* 
before  the  familiar  name  of  Jack  Thurtell  was  known  to 
hiApaUj  X  was  hailed  as  a  rare  customer ;  and  numbera 
were  on  the  look  out  to  have  a  slice  of  his  blunts  §  till  be 
was  ultimately  cut  up  in  so  many  slices,  that  not  the 
smallest  taste  of  his  property  remained."    Unhappily  for 
Thurtell,  Weare  was  one  of  this  number. 

Either  from  accident  or  inclination,  however,  Thurtell 
was  always  more  conspicuous  in  London  as  an  amateur, 
of  boxing,  and  an  associate  of  prize-fighters,  y  than  as  a 
regular  gambler,  although  he  certainly  mixed  among  the 
black-legs,  to  a  very  considerable  extent. 

Being  a  man  of  superior  education  to  those  among 
whom  he  stooped  to  herd,  he  was  looked  up  to  as  a  sort 
of  oracle  by  most  of  his  unlettered  companions,  and 

*  Bank-notes.  t  Gay,  or  dashing  fellow. 

t  Associates.  §  Some  of  his  money. 

\  While  Hickman,  the  notorious  fighting  rasman  was  in 
traininfr,  for  one  of  his  pitched  battles,  at  Wade's  Mill,  in 
Hertfonlshire,  Thortell,  in  company  Avith  one  EUiolt,  of  sport- 
ing notoriety*  spent  a  good  deal  both  of  time  and  money  with 
him.  The  fate  of  these  three  men  is  at  once  singidar  and  aw* 
ful.  in  less  than  thirteen  months,  Elliott  died  by  bis  own 
hand  ;  Hickman,  returning  from  a  prize-fight,  in  a  state  of  in« 
toxicatio!i,  was  thrown  from  a  chaise,  and  his  head  literally 
cmshcfl  to  atoms — ami  ThurteU  died  by  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mon hangman  for  a  cold-blooded  and  deliberate  miuder. 


Uc  iHMMe  was  eoettsionally  afixed  to  the  articles  otnomi' 
of  the  great  boxing  matches  *. 

''ilAer  Various  vlefssitudes,  Thurtell  made  a  bold  e^ 
d«i¥«iir  to-  gaiii  a  permanent  footing  In  London,  hf 
tikfng  a  public-house  in  Long-acre.   Re  established  an 
oMimHtf  atid  evening  singing  parties,  which  were  afe* 
teMM'by  a  great  number  of  such  persons  as  usiialQr 
fiblA'ttf' houses  of  this  description,  all  desirous  of  Bertifli|^' 
tite  brndlord,  for  he  had  the  name  of  being  a  good*lM^ ' 
mUMmd,  affable,  and  social  manf*    The  prfncitial  a6^^' 
traction  of  his  liouse,   however,  was   the  handiom^" 
hRini  D-     ■,  who,  as  we  have  already  statedf  aocompa^'* 
nfed  hirii  in  his  disgraceful  flight  fW>m  Norwich,  ahd' 
now  presided  nominally  as  his  bar-maid,  but  was  fit  - 
reflity  his  kept  mistress. 

'  The  scenes  of  dissipation,  riot,  and  annoyance  coA- 
stimdy  acted  at  this  house,  led  to  a  suspension  of  the  It 
cense,  and  thus  in  a  rery  short  time,  this  public-hodSli 
8]<6euIatfon  proved  abortive-^he  concern  broke  up-^ 

Mbm  D was  abandoned-^nd  Thurtell  was  agahi 

lost  sight  of  for  a  time  in  the  vast  chaos  of  crime  and 
folly  of  which  the  element  in  which  he  delighted  to  mov« 
was  composed. 
Thurtell  at  length  appeared  again  upon  the  stage,  on 

:  *^0n  one  opcasion,  Abraham  Bdasco,  the  Jew  boxer,  up* 
braided  Thurtell  with  having  tampered  with  his  Imther,  Isrsal 
Belasoo,  lo  fight  h  crash  or,  in  other  words,  to  defraud  his 
hackers,  by  seUiug  the  fight.  Thurtell  was  so  much  enraged 
at  this  .4nsidt,  that  he  orored  Hudson,  another  bqxer  prssettt, 
five  pounds  if  he  would  wdi  chastise  Belasco  for  the  ailhrnt. 
The  chastisement  was  not  giveu,  and  the  triumphant  Jaw  tf^ 
talialediu  a  strain  of  prophetic  irony,  by  declaring  that  no 
was  sure  he  should  live  to  see  John  Thurtell  hanged! 

t  At  one  period  of  his  life  Thurtell  was  greatly  attached  to 
theatricals,  and  prided  himself  in  no  small  degree  upon  his 
imitalioDS  of  Kean,  the  actor.  He  was  also  very  Ibna  of  v^ 
ciUiiifim^  and  would  frequently  indulge  his  friends  h^  i?e|p«ia4UK  . 
scenes  or  passages  which  he  considered  as  pos«e6si|ig,anjfi:Pfh 
collar  beauties. 
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the  occasion  of  the  destruction  of  his  brother  Hiomilft 
Thurtell's  stock  and  premises  in  Watlinj-street,  by  flre, 
under  circumstances  of  strong  suspicion.  John  was  Hh 
brother's  manager,  and  also  his  principal  witness  in 
an  action  brought  against  the  County  Fire  Office,  foi- 
the  sum  of  1900/.,  as  the  value  of  the  property  alleg^ 
to  have  been  destroyed,  for  which  sum  Thomas  Thurtell 
obtained  a  verdict.  The  payment  was  disputed  by  this 
Ck>unty  Fire-Office,  and  a  rule  for  a  new  trial  obtained* 
but  the  evidence  offered  on  the  second  trial  wak  liUt 
sufficient  to  disturb  the  original  verdict  in  favour  ot* 
Thomas  Thurtell.  The  information  obtained  by  the 
director  of  the  Fire-Office  was,  however,  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  induce  him  to  prefer  an  indictment  agaftiyt; 
John  and  Thomas  Thurtell  and  others  for  a  conspiracy 
to  defraud  the  office,  and  a  true  bill  was  found  by  the 
Grand  Jury,  under  which  Thomas  Thurtell  is  now  cdir- 
flned  in  Newgate,  awaiting  his  trial  on  the  charge ''^. 

Such  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  life  of  the  late  Jtihh 
Thurtell,  up  to  the  period  when  he  committed  tHe 
murder,  from  which  he  has  derived  his  infamous  immbl^- 
tality,  and  the  particulars  of  which  are  disclosed  in  tii^ 

ensuing  narrative. 

•  ■'■. 

JOSEPH  HUNT 

Is  said  to  have  belonged  to  a  respectable  family.  He  tuia 
a  brother  who  appeared  some  time  since  at  Covent-gar- 
den  Theatre,  as  a  first-rate  singer,  and  wlio  has  tlie 
reputation  of  being  a  well-conducted  person.  One  of 
his  sisters  was  married  to  a  Captain  O'Reilly,  of  the 
Austrian  service,  who  died  a  few  months  ago. 

Very  little  is  known  of  the  early  life  of  Hunt,  but  for 

*  It  has  been  reiKirtetl  lliat  tin*  information  on  which  Ibis 
indictment  was  preterred,  was  fiirnished  by  Miss  U^*— ^  iu 
Hfvenge  for  the  treatment  wbifh  she  had  rciceived  in  l)etDg 
ahaitdonod  and  loft  d«»^tifv.te.  — 
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tb^  iotii  ten  or  twelve  years  he  has  been  more  publicly 
observed  as  a  sort  of  ^flash  and  sporting  character  at  the 
public-houses  frequented  by  persons  of  that  class,  and 
was  very  fond  of  being  hand-and-glove  with  stage-coach- 
m^n  and  stable-people,  among  whom  he  was  considered 
as  a  good-natured  but  half-witted  fellow. 
.  A  few  years  ago  he  took  the  Army  and  Navy  Coffee- 
house in  St.  Martinis  Lane,  but  the  business  was  con- 

ducted  by  an  antiquated  spinster  of  the  name  of  J n ; 

JHunt  himself  being  but  very  little  to  be  seen  there,  ex- 
cept  now  and-then  in  the  evening  as  chairman  of  the  free 
and  easy  singing  meetings,  for  he  was,  in  fact,  a  very 
good  singer.  But  when  a  tradesman's  bill  was  to  be 
{settled,  Mr.  Hunt  was  decidedly  invisible — for,  although 
Miss  J ^n  could  receive  money  with  the  greatest  rea- 
diness, her  instructions  never  went  the  length  of  autho- 
rizing her  to  make  any  thing  like  a  disbursement. 

This  sort  of  proceeding  could  not,  of  course,  last 
Jong.  The  Army  and  Navy  Cqffee-house  was  shut  up, 
and  Mr.  Hunt  decamped.  From  that  period  he  may  be 
said  to  have  been  living  at  hide  and  seek  under  the  most 
avspicious  circumstances.  .  He  generally  dressed  in  a 
very  flashy  style,  wearing  large  whiskers  and  mustachios, 
which  bore  evident  marks  of  peculiar  care  and  attention 
in  their  adjustment.  In  this  costume  he  was  a  constant 
visiter  at  the  theatres  and  other  public  places  of  amuse- 
ment ;  and  the  natural  inference  is,  that  in  the  intervals 
of  his  raising  the  ways  and  means  by  some  pretended 
pursuit  in  business,  he  lived  by  his  depredations  at  the 
gaming-table. 

Hunt  married  a  respectable  young  woman,  whose  sis- 
ter is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Mountain,  landlord  of  the  North- 
umberland Head,  travellers'  house,  in  St.  Martin's  Lane, 
Charing-cross.  He  is  about  thirty-three  years  of  age; 
a  well-proportioned,  and  rather  handsome-looking  man. 
His  complexion  is  dark,  and  his  eyes  and  hair  bTack. 

c  2 
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The  shavlng-off  of  his  whiskers  after  the  murdar  'w 
materially  altered  his  appearance  that  it  beeame  dtfiailt 
at  first  sight  to  recognise  him. 

r 

WILUAM  PROBERT 

Is  the  son  of  a  respectable  farmer,  formerly  of 
Rossy  in  Herefordshire,  where  this  worthless  man  was 
born,  about  tjie  year  1782.  His  mother,  who  haij  re- 
married since  the  death  of  his  father,  still  resides  in  the 
same  county  ;*  and  he  has  a  brother,  a  farmer,  in  Glou- 
cestershire. 

Of  the  pursuits  of  his  early  life  but  little  is  known  ; 
they  are  supposed  to  have  been  passed  in  a  more  humble 
sphere  than  that  in  which  he  has  since  moved. 

The  character  in  which  he  figured  when  he  first  came 
within  observation  was  as  clerk  to  a  wine-mer- 
chant, at  Pimlico.  This  was  about  the  year  I6l3» 
in  the  December  of  which  year,  he  married  a  daughter 
of  Mr.  Noyes,  formerly  a  brewer  at  Foxfield,  and  after- 
wards farmer  of  his  own  freehold  estate  at  Tangley, 
from  whence  he  retired  with  a  handsome  fortune  to 
Hampstcad,  where  he  lived  for  some  years  highly-  es- 
teemed and  respected. 

Probert  received  a  handsome  property  with  his  wife ; 
and  soon  after  his  marriage  commenced  business  as  a 
wine-merchant,  taking  apartments  in  Coventry-street, 
and  opening  extensive  wine-cellars  in  the  Haymarket, 
where  he  continued  till  about  the  middle  of  1818,  carry* 
ing  on  business  with  apparent  credit.  He  removed  from 
thence  to  High  Holboriii  where  he  remained  rather  more 
than  twelve  months ;  when  he  appeared  in  the  Gazette 
as  a  bankrupt  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1819.  He 
failed  for  22,000/.,  not  one  shilling  of  which  have  the 
creditors  ever  recovered  I 

In  his  examination  before  the  Commissioners,  his 
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MiaviMr  was  such  that  he  would  have  been  committed 
to  Nowgate^  had  he  not  previously  have  taken  the  pre- 
caution of  placing  himself  in  the  custody  of  the  Mar- 
shal of  the  King's  Bench.  He  had  a  still  narrower 
escape  from  detection  in  an  offence  against  the  bankrupt 
laws,  which,  if  discovered,  would  have  been  attended 
with  the  most  serious  consequences.  The  Commissioners 
having  heard  that  he  was  living  at  a  very  extravagant 
rate  in  the  King's  Bench,  paid  him  a  visit  without 
giving  him  any  previous  notice  of  their  intention.  On 
their  arrival,  the  messengers  under  the  commission 
seized,  as  they  thought,  upon  all  the  property  in  his 
room.  Unfortunately,  however,  for  the  creditors,  the 
messengers  were  not  sufficiently  on  the  alert  to  prevent 
Probert's  landlady  from  walking  off  with  his  writing- 
desk.  In  this  desk,  he  afterwards  confessed,  there  was 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  in  bank  notes,  bills,  6fi\ 
After  the  desk  had  been  cleared  of  its  pecuniary  con- 
tents, which  for  better  security  were  then  concealed  in 
the  sacking  of  a  chair,  it  was  placed  in  the  way  of  the 
commissioners.  Of  course,  it  was  immediately  opened, 
but,  as  might  be  expected,  nothing  was  found  in  it  but 
a  few  memorandums.  To  mislead  the  commissioners, 
he  offered  them  a  few  pounds  which  had  escaped  their 
notice.  On  their  departure,  he  took  measures  to  guard 
against  any  future  surprise;  and  he  used  to  boast,  that, 
as  he  had  thus  done  the  commissioners,  when  he  was 
unprepared  for  them,  he  defied  all  their  efforts  now  that 
he  knew  that  they  had  their  eyes  upon  him. 

Prom  the  quantity  of  wine  which  was  repeatedly 
brought  into  the  prison  to  him,  and  which  he  was  known 
to  sell,  it  was  suspected  that  he  had  a  large  quantity  con- 
cealed in  some  part  of  the  town,  which  he  had  with- 
dravfn  from  his  stock,  to  the  injury  of  his  creditors. 

Before  his  bankruptcy  he  kept  an  elegant  establish- 
mentf  and  drove  about  town  in  a  tilbury,  attended  by  a 
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servant  in  liverv.    One  of  his  creditors  was  30.  nnicli 

/  ■  S         -  w 

taken  in  by  bis  manners,  his  equipage^  and  his  appf-. 
rently  extensive  dealings,  as  to  declare  after  his ,  bank- 
ruptcy, that  he  i^ould  have  given  him  credit,  ha^l  ^^ 
been  asked,  for  as  many  hundreds  of  pounds  as  he  Iia^jjl 
obtained  of  tens.  On  this  declaration  being  commujiir 
qated  to  Probert,  bis  expression  was,  ^<  what  a  cursefL 
fool  I  was  not  to  know  my  own  value,  and  to  stick  i\ 
in  the  fellow  for  a  few  thousands.  Alas  !  alas !  a  mw> 
never  knows  what  he  is  worth,  until  he  is  ruined."       .^ 

While  he  was  in  tlie'King's  Bench  prison,  he  was  dia« 
tinguished  for  the  general  profligacy  of  his  conduct.  It 
is  said  that  he  debauched  both  the  wife  and  daughter  of. 
one  of  the  unfortunate  inmates  of  the  prison.  It  was  a 
common  boast  with  him  that  no  woman  whom  he  wished 
to  possess  could  escape  him,  for  if  he  could  not  gain  her 
by  fair  means,  he  would  not  scruple  to  assail  her  by 
fouL  He  was  a  constant  inmate  of  the  coffee-room  in 
the  prison,  and  ingratiatetl  himself  into  the  confidence 
of  the  family  of  its  proprietor.  At  length  a  breach  took . 
place,  and  Probert  was  charged  with  robbing  the  till. 
He  was  indicted,  tried,  and  convicted  at  the  Sessions 
House,  Horsemonger-lane,  for  the  felony,  and  imprisoned 
for  six  months  in  the  House  of  Correction  at  Brixton. 

He  has  since  carried  on  business  in  the  wine  trade  ; 
but  being  an  uncertified  bankrupt,  it  was  probably  under 
another  name,  or  merely  on  commission. 

Probert  is  a  man  of  colossal  stature ;  he  is  bony»  mus- 
cular, and  powerful,  with  a  short  neck  and  round  shoul- 
ders. His  hair  is  black ;  his  complexion  swarthy ; 
his  features  are  not  large  for  so  large  a  man,  and  liis 
countenance  ib  rather  heavy  and  inanimate  except  about 
the  eyci),  which  are  very  dark.  His  gait  is  slovenly, 
and  his  general  appearance,  though  assuming  in  his 
manner,  such  as  comes  within  the  description  of  being, 
neither  preposses^^ing  or  repulsive. 
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'  iSiifch  Were  the  men  M'hose  horrid  crimes  have,  happily 
f6ir 'the  peace  of  the  metropolis,  and  the  preservation  of 
inAbcent  families  from  rain,  broken  the  guilty  compact 
li^  Which  they  were  held  together,  and  freed  the  wortd 
fttttk  the  effects  of  their  diabolical  machinations.  If  It 
Wefe  possible  that  the  murder  of  Weare,  as  perpetrated 
by'  these  men,  could  by  any  possibility  be  exceeded 
iH  ferocity  and  revenge,  the  standard  by  which  to  de- 
dtde  such  doubt  is  furnished  in  the  confession  of  the 
criminal  Hunt,  published  after  his  condemnation  *.  In 
that  document  of  infamy  seems  concentrated  all  that  the 
most  depraved  of  mankind  could  conceive,  or  the  most 
hieartless  and  abandoned  debate— bleeds  of  blood  and 
horror  could  only  be  perpetrated  by  the  demons  whose 

itiinds  had  given  them  birth. 

-  f  "■ 

In  that  portion  of  the  present  volume  devoted  to*  the 
Oambleb^s  Scourge,  we  have,  by  a  great  body  of  infor- 
mation and  remarks  quite  new  to  the  public,  shown  that, 
the  Gaming-houses  of  London — most  appropriately  de- 
nominated  Hells  ! — are  calculated  to  convert  the  weak 
and  the  naturally  vitiated  into  such  men  as  Weare,' 
Thurtell,  Hunt,  and  Probert !  We  have  exhibited  their 
worldly  effects  in  the  ruin,  misery,  and  general  demorali- 
zation produced  by  such  accursed  means^>we  have 
traced  to  their  doors  deeds  of  darkness  and  of  blood 

• 

-— aiid  we  have  traced  to  the  gaming-table,  the  foot- 
steps of  the  despairing  suicide  and  the  reeking  murderer. 
After  rendering  this  acceptable  service  to  society, 
we  might  rest  content,  in  a  full  consciousness  of  the 
important  duty  we  have  i>erformo<1,  both  in  a  civil  and  re- 
ligious point  of  View.  But  avc  go  fartlier ; — ^^ve  call  upon 
the  legisiattHils  and  the  judges  of  the  land— upon  the 
magistrates  of  the  police  and  their  subordinate  accents — 
upon  parochial  officers,  and  the  acting  members  of  asso- 


Vide  Appendix,  p.  47,1 


XXll  ZMTBOBUCTXDN. 

ciations  for  the  prevention  of  erime  and  the  proteetion 
of  property — upon  fathers  of  families  and  the  employov 
of  clerks  and  apprentices — in  shorty  upon  each  and  every 
member  cf  society,  who  values  not  only  the  happy  in* 
stitutions  under  which  he  lives,  but  the  temporal  and 
eternal  happiness  of  his  children,  his  friends,  his  depen- 
dants, and  his  ,fellow-creatures  in  general,  to  aid  and 
assist  us  in  the  destruction  of  this  master-vice— -in  the 
annihilation  of  this  all-devouring  monster,  which  now 
stalks  abroad  with  impunity,  and  thr^tens  to  undermine 
by  slow  but  certain  means  the  very  key-stone  of  society* 
Every  man,  whatever  may  be  his  rank  and  station  in 
life,  is  interested  in  the  destruction  of  the  vice  of 
^mbling ;  and  having  in  the  present  volume,  ndt  only 
exhibited  in  a  clear  and  intelligible  point  of  view  the 
whole  system  of  fraud  and  chicanery  by  which  it  is  sup- 
ported, as  well  as  furnished  a  clue  to  the  means  by  whieh 
it  may  be  entirely  eradicated,  we  place  the  matter  in 
the  hands  of  the  public,  in  the  full  assurance  that  we 
have  done  our  duty  towards  the  effectual  accomplish* 
ment  of  so  important  an  object. 
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Since  the  detection  of  the  notorious  Cato-street 
conspiracy,  no  occurrence  of  a  similar  nature  hus  sc 
much  agitated  the  public  in  general  as  the  recent  atro- 
cious murder  of  the  ill-fated  gambler,  William 
We  ARE.  Both  these  events  burst  in  alike  upon  the 
uniformity  of  civil  life,  and  awakened  the  drowsy  sen- 
sations of  the  world  into  feelings  of  horror.  Public 
attention  will  hereafter  pass  from  one  to  the  other  ot 
these  dreadful  tales,  without  reference  to  all  the  inter- 
vening occun*ences  of  robbery,  murder,  and  suicide. 

With  the  similarity  of  the  effect  produced  upon  ihe 
public  mind,  however,  the  parallel  ceases.  Even  the 
wretched  sophistry  by  which  the  deluded  beings  in  the 
former  case  attempted  to  reconcile  assassinuticn  with 
the  public  good,  is  unavailable  to  the  perpetrators  of 
the  recent  murder.  It  is  to  the  utter  annihiiution  of 
feeling,  the  destruction  of  moral  principle,  and  the  de- 
moniacal state  of  mind  produced  by  the  horrid  vice  of 
GAMBLING,  that  we  arc  bound  to  attribute  this  new 
outrage  upon  the  feelings  of  society,  tljis  new  libel  upon 
human  nature. 

•Numerous  as  are  the  instances  of  the  ruin  of  fami- 
lies, the  gross  and  barefaced  robberies  of  the  young 
and  inexperienced,  the  despair  and  desperation  pro- 
duced thereby,  and  the  appalling  cases  of  madness  and 
self-destruction  that  follow,  still  this  pernicious  prac- 
tice is  suffered  to  exist — still  is  gamtxg,  with  all  its 
frightful  consequencesi  perniitted  to  rankle  and  festa  . 
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in  the  heart's  core  of  society,  and,  like  the  deadly 
Upas,  to  shed  its  balefdl  and  destructive  poison  upon 
all  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  entrapped  within  its 
unhallowed  precincts. 

What  a  complicated  and  frightful  picture  of  crime 
and  misery  does  this  one  transactiod,  out  of  d)ultitudes 
of  almost  daily  occurrence,  present !  A  flinty-hearted 
gambler,  a  robber  by  profession  and  by  practice,  reek- 
ing from  the  midnight  stews  of  rapine  and  of  fraud, 
and  panting  for  new  victims  to  his  nefarious  arts,  is 
hurried  '^  in  the  blossom  of  his  sin"  into  the  presence 
of  his  Maker ; 

No  reckoning  made,  but  lent  to -his  accoaat. 
With  all  his  imperfections  on  his  head ! 

by  the  band  of  his  companion  and  his  friend. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  picture  we  behold,  in  the 
prime  of  manhood,  and  in  the  vigour  of  health  and 
intellect,  the  desperate  assassin,  the  lost,  the  wretched, 
the  undone  son  of  parents  valuable  to  society,  virtuous 
in  conduct,  unsullied  in  reputation,  and  gifted  with 
afBuence ; — parents,  whose  circumstances  might  fairly 
induce  the  hope  that  their  children  would  be  the  prop 
and  comfort  of  their  declining  age,  and  the  respected 
possessors  of  their  property  and  fame.  How  bitterly 
are  their  just  hopes  blasted  and  destroyed  !  The  retri- 
butive hand  of  outraged  justice  has  arrested  the  ca- 
reer of  crime,  and  the  worthy  parent  of  an  unworthy 
son  may  well  exclaim,  in  all  the  bitterness  of  heart- 
felt grief,  "  Who  would  be  a  father !" 

It  is  needless  to  anticipate  the  tale  of  blood  and 
horror,  upon  which  we  are  bound  to  enter,  by  expa- 
tiating on  the  crimes  and  sufferings  of  the  other  per- 
sons involved  in  this  dreadful  transaction !  It  is  suffi- 
cient for  our  present  purpose  to  have  connected  cause 
and  effect,  and  to  have  briefly  pointed  out  to  our 
readers  the  gaming-table  as  the  source  of  dis- 
grace, OF  ROBBERF,  OF  MURDER,  AND  OF  EVER- 
LASTING RUIN,  which  we  shall  proceed  to  exemplify 
by  a  digested  narrative  of  the  whole  transaction,  and 
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shall  hereafter  a^d  such  informatioQ  and  remarks  as 
we  trust  will  tend,  in  no  SQiall  degree,  to  the  total  an* 
Dihilatioo  of  this  pernicious  vice. 


NARRATIVE  OF  THE  MURDER. 

Philip  Smithy  a  farmer,  was  proceeding  from  Batler's 
Green,  to  his  own  residence  at  Kemp's  Row«  Aldro-* 
ham,  in  Hertfordshire,  about  fifteen  ipilesfrom  London^ 
between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  f  ri(|ay» 
the  S4th  of  October,  when  he  heard  the  report  gf  a  (j^un 
or  pistol,  and  in)mediate)y  afterwards  groaning,  which 
continued  for  three  or  tour  minutes.  His  wife  was 
with  him  in  a  donkey  chaise,  and  he  would  have  gone 
to  the  spot  from  whence  the  noises  proceeded,  but 
was  afraid  to  quit  her,  she  being  greatly  agisted. 
The  same  night,  a  man  named  Freeman,  who  was  on 
•his  way  to  meet  his  wife,  saw  a  gig,  in  which  were 
two  men,  driving  towards  the  lane,  at  a  very  rapid 
pace,  the  horse  seemingly  much  out  of  wind.  He 
accosted  them,  observing,  that  they  were  driving  hard ; 
to  which  one  of  them  made  a  slight  answer,  which 
Freeman  could  not  distinctly  hear.  The  gig  stopped 
just  as  Freeman  entered  the  lane.  At  daybreak,  on 
the  folbwing  morning,  a  quantity  of  blood  was  found 
in  a  lane,  in  the  same  neighbourhood,  by  two  labour- 
ers, who  were  going  out  to  their  work  in  the  fields. 
The  ground,  for  a  considerable  distance  around  the 
puddle  of  bloody  was  torn  up  and  trampled,  as  though 
several  persons  had  been  violently  struggling  there, 
and  near  it  was  found  a  silk  handkerchief,  a  small 
knife,  and  a  pistol  clotted  with  blood  and  with  a 
substance  which  an  eminent  surgeon  pronounced  to 
be  human  brains.  The  men  were  much  alarmed 
at  the  sight  of  these  things;  and,  not  doubting  but 
some  person  bad  been  murdered  there,  they  deter- 
mined to  conceal  themselves,  and  wiUch  the  spot, 
naturally  supposing  that  the  iMiderers  would  ha 
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anxious  to  recover  tlie  pistol,  &c.,  lest  they  should 
lead  to  their  detection.  Presently,  whilst  it  was^^t 
twilitfht,  two  persons  approached  the  spot  where  the 
blood  lay,  and  appeared  to  be  anxiously  searching  for 
something  on  the  ground.  When  they  had  searched 
some  time,  the  men  left  their  hiding-place,  and  going 
towards  them,  carelessly  inquired  whether  they  had 
lost  any  thing?  To  which  one  of  the  strangers  as  care- 
lessly imswened  that  tliey  had  lost  a  penknife ;  and  in 
answer  to  further  questions  put  to  them  by  the  labour- 
ers, they  repliedi  that  they  had  been  upset  from  a 
gig,  in  a  Ut  of  a  lark,  near  that  spot  on  the  preced- 
ing night.  They  tfien  went  away  towards  GiU's  Hill 
cottage  occupied  by  Mr.  Probert,  and  the  labourers 
made  the  best  of  their  way  to  communicate  what  they 
had  seen. 

An  inquiry  took  place  in  consequencCi  from  which 
it  appeared  that  the  two  strangers,  whom  the  labourers 
had  seen  searching  the  scene  of  the  supposed  murder, 
were  John  Thurtell  and  Joseph  Hunt.  It  was  ascer- 
tained, also,  that  these  two  persons,  together,  with 
Thomas  Thurtell  and  some  others,  were  on  a  visit  at 
Probert's  cottage  on  the  night  in  which  the  mur- 
der was  supposed  to  be  committed.  No  person,  how- 
ever, was  apprehended,  but  the  inquiry  was  continued 
tfiroughout  the  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday — 
diligent  search  being  made  at  the  same  time  after  the 
murdered  body  wiuout  success;  and,  at  length,  on 
Tuesday  afternoon,  information  of  all  the  circum- 
stances was  transmitted  to  the  magistrates  at  Bow- 
street  It  was  received  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  that  day,  and  in  half  an  hour  after  Ruth- 
ven  was  authorized  to  take  John  Thurtell,  Thomas 
Thurtell,  Joseph  Hunt,  and  William  Probert,  into 
custody.  He  left  town  immediately  for  Aldenham, 
and  the  same  night  lodged  Thomas  Thurtell  and 
Probert  in  St.  Alban*s  gaol ;  and  before  six  o'clock  in 
the  morning  he  apprehended  tlie  other  two  in  town — 
John  Thurtell  at  a  public-house,  in  Conciuit^street, 
Bond*street|  and  Joseph  Hunt  at  his  lodgings,  at 
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No.  19f  King-Street,  Goklen-sqaare.  Ruthven  took 
Thurteil  in  bed,  and  on  searching  his  apparel  the  cuflls 
of  his  coat  were  foand  very  much  stained  with  blood 
on  the  inside;  his  waistcoat- pocket  seemed  to  have 
had  a  bloody  hand  thrust  into  it,  and  the  edges  of 
his  hat  were  marked  with  blood.  Besides  these  sus- 
picious appearances,  his  right  hand  was  much  scratched 
and  bruised,  and  his  upper  lip  was  swelled  and  lace- 
rated as  if  by  a  violent  blow.  The  two  prisoners, 
after  being  examined  at  Bow-street,  were  conveyed, 
in  separate  chaises,  to  Watford,  where  they  arrived 
between  five  and  six  o  clock  on  Wednesday  afternoon. 
The  magistrates,  meanwhile,  had  been  most  actively 
engaged  in  procuring  evidence,  and  by  ten  o'clock 
that  night  were  prepared  with  a  mass  of  testimony  of  * 
a  very  strong  nature.  The  investigation  commenced 
at  half-past  ten.  The  prisoners  were  not  brought 
into  the  room,  it  being  thought  best  to  keep  them 
ignorant  of  the  entire  evidence  against  them,  at  least 
for  a  short  time. 

After  the  testimony  of  several  witnesses  had  been 
taken,  whose  evidence  we  shall  give  in  detail  in  our 
account  of.  the  proceedings  before  the  Coroner  s  In- 
quest, the  prisoner  Hunt  was  called  in,  and  Mr.  Noel, 
who  attended  as  solicitor  for  the  prosecution,  told  him 
that  the  magistrates  and  he  would  feel  it  their  duty  to 
put  some  questions  to  him,  but  it  was  fit  he  should  be 
warned  that  he  was  not  bound  to  answer  a  single 
one  unless  he  chose,  and,  above  all,  to 'say  nothing 
tending  to  criminate  himself.  With  this  warning,  he^ 
of  course,  would  exercise  his  own  judgment. 

John  Thurteil  was  next  called,  and  received  tlie 
same  warning,  and  also  underwent  a  long  interro- 
gation. When  it  had  nearly  closed,  he  was  asked  if 
he  ever  carried  pistols,  and  he  said  he  never  did; 
being  pressed,  he  said  he  found  a  small  pistol  on  a 
bank  near  Probert*s  house  on  Sunday  morning  last; 
Ruthven  had  found  it  upon  him,  and  produced  it 

Mr.  Noel  said,  he  had  already  cautioned  the  pri- 
9pnv  aa  to  bis  answering  questions,  and  he  wa^  now  ^ 
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about  to  put  to  bim  some  of  a  very  important  nature. 
''  Do  youy"  said  Mr.  N.  suddenly,  ''  do  you  know 
Mr*  Weare  ?"—Pmon«r  {firmly J,  I  do. 

Do  you  know  wbere  he  is  ? — I  do  not. 

When  did  you  see  bim  last  ?*— On  Tuesday,  last 
week,  was  the  last  time. 

Did  you  see  him  last  Friday  P-^No,  I  did  not.  I 
did  not  meet  him  by  accident  on  Friday  in  the  £dg- 
ware-road. 

Now,  Mr.  Tburtell,  you  have  said  you  found  this 
pistol  near  Prol)ert's ;  what  would  you  say  when  I  tell 
you  I  can  produce  the  fellow  to  it,  found  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  same  spot? — I  know  nothing  about  that. 

The  pistol,  with  the  blood  and  hair  adhering  to  it, 
was  then  slowly  exposed  to  the  view  of  the  prisoner, 
from  the  paper  in  which  it  was  wrapped,  and  his 
countenance  and  manner  underwent  a  change  too 
striking  to  estape  the  notice  of  the  most  careless  ob- 
server. His  complexion,  naturally  sallow,  assumed 
a  deadly  pale,  and  he  appeared  to  shudder  and  shrink 
backwards  at  the  sig^it  of  the  weapon ;  the  state  of 
which,  however,  was  such  as  to  be  likely  to  produce 
a  strong  effect  upon  a  perfectly  innocent  man.  The 
pistols  were  then  compared.  They  were  of  the  same 
size ;  each  had  '*  Hill,  London,"  engraved  on  it,  and 
they  were  numbered  S  and  3.  In  the  make,  orna- 
ment, and  every  part,  they  exactly  resembled  each 
other. 

Mr.  Noel.— I  can  tell  you,  Thurtell,  Mr.  Weare  is 
is  not  to  be  found. — I  am  sorry  for  it ;  but  I  know 
nothing  about  him. 

The  prisoner  was  removed,  and  other  evidence 
heard ;  after  which  Thurtell  was  recalled,  and  persisted 
in  saying  that  tie  had  never  seen  Weare  since  Tues- 
dav,  or  Wednesday  at  the  latest. 

Hunt  was  then  recalled,  and,  after  some  questions, 
Mas  shewn  the  two  pistols.  Mr.  Noel,  after  ac- 
quainting him  with  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
found,  addressed  him  at  some  length,  and  desired 
bim  to  retire.    In  a  few  nyjut^s  he  sent  for  Mr.  Noel, 
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and  shortly  after  he  was  again  conducted  in  before  the 
magistrates,  and  made  a  very  long  Confession.  When 
he  had  finished  it  was  past  nine  o'clock  on  Friday 
morning,  the  investigadon  having  con  tinned,  without 
intermission,  through  the  night.  He  concluded,  by 
offering  to  conduct  the  proper  persons  to  the  spot 
**  where  the  body  of  Mr.  Weare  would  be  found." 

When  Hunt  had  made  his  confession,  the  magis- 
trates requested  Mr.  Noel  the  solicitor,  Ruthven, 
and  a  number  of  officers,  to  attend  him  to  the  pond, 
where  the  corpse  was  concealed.  Hunt  went  in  a 
post-chaise,  accompanied  by  Ruthven ;  and  on  arriv- 
ing near  a  pond,  on  the  side  of  the  road  leading  from 
Radlett  to  Elstree,  Hunt  put  his  hand  out  of  the 
chaise,  and  said,  '*  That  is  the  place."  A  drag  was 
provided  by  Mr.  Field,  the  landlord  of  the  Artichoke, 
at  Elstree,  and  a  man  threv^  it  into  the  water,  and 
drew  it  out  without  finding  any  thing.  Hunt  called 
out  of  the  chaise,  '^  It  is  not  there,  but  further  that 
way"  (pointing  on  one  side  of  the  water).  The  drag 
was  again  thrown  in,  and  the  body  of  a  man,  en- 
veloped in  a  new  sack,  was  drawn  out,  placed  on  a 
ladder,  and  carried  to  the  Artichoke  public-house. 
The  head,  and  as  far  as  the  abdomen,  wer6  enveloped 
in  the  sack,  the  body  having  been  thrust  into  it  head 
foremost ;  the  feet  were  tied  together  with  a  piece  of 
cord,  to  which  were  appended  a  pocket-handkerchief, 
filled  with  flint  stones,  about  thirty  pounds*  weight. 
Another  cord  was  tied  over  the  sack,  round  the  waist 
of  the  deceased,  to  which  was  affixed  a  very  large  flint 
stone,  and  in  the  end  of  the  sack  a  great  number  of 
stones  had  been  placed  before  the  body  was  put  into 
it.  The  magistrates  gave  orders  for  the  body  not  to 
be  examined  till  the  jury  were  impanelled. 

When  Hunt  was  returning  from  the  pond,  he  ad- 
dressed himself  to  Mr.  Field,  the  landlord  of  the 
Artichoke — ••  I  and  Probert  were  sitting  under  the 
tree  in  front  of  your  house  for  an  hour,  on  the  nij^ht 
of  the  murder,  drinking :  you  know  this  ?"  Mr.  Field 
vepUed  in  the  affirmative.    Hunt  contiiiued :  ^*  Pro-. 


MURDER   OF    WEARE, 


bert  wanted  me  to  sing,  but  I  was  so  very  'rouaay* 
(drunk)  that  I  could  not/'  Hunt  was  then  conveyed 
to  St.  Alban's  gaol,  and  the  Coroner  issued  summonses 
for  a  jury  to  assemble  on  the  following  morning,    i 


CORONER'S  INQUEST. 

On  Friday  morning,  October  31,  at  eleven  o'clocki 
Benj.  Rooke,  Esq.,  Coroner,  R.Clutterbuck,  J.  F.  Ma- 
son, and  T.  Haworth,  Esqrs.,  Magistrates,  together 
with  a  great  number  of  gentlemen  of  the  first  respec- 
tability, assembled  at  the  Artichoke  Inn,  at  Elstree. 

Between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  Hunt,  Probert, 
and  Thomas  Thurtell  arrived  at  the  inn  in  different 
post-chaises,  accompanied  by  police-officerB.  Hunt 
and  Probert  appeared  to  feel  very  little.  The  arrival 
of  a  brother  of  the  deceased  excited  a  considerable 
sensation ;  his  distress  was  so  extremely  great,  that 
during  the  whole  of  the  inquiry  he  was  weepin<(  and 
excited  the  sympathy  of  every  one  present 

The  following  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood were  sworn  on  the  Jury: — Robert  Field, 
foreman ;  Rich.  Parker,  Rich.  Brown,  W.  Masters, 
W.  T.Harrold,  John  Brown,  John  Stacey,  John  Young, 
Wm.  Eames,  John  Morris,  and  Joshua  Molineux. 

The  Jury,  after  being  sworn,  viewed  the  body ;   and 

Mr.  Rexworthy,  proprietor  of  the  Billiard-rooms, 
Spring-gardens,  was  called.  He  was  a  friend  of  the 
deceased,  and  had  seen  the  body :  be  knew  it  to  be 
the  remains  of  Mr.  W.  Weare,  of  London,  who  took 
leave  of  him  on  Friday  morning,  the  S4th  instant, 
and  then  had,  to  the  knowledge  of  witness,  about  24/. 
Previously,  deceased  possessed  bank  post  bills  and 
other  bills  to  a. considerable  amount.  Witness  left 
London  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  the  murder  of  a  man 
whose  body  was  not  found,  as  he  knew  that  Mr. 
Wcarc  bad  been  invited  to  accompany  Thurtell  on  a 
riiooting  excursiot 

P.  Smith  deposed  to  the  facts  which  we  have  pre- 
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viously  related  ;  and  added  tnat,  prior  to  hearing  the 
report  of  the  pistol,  he  heard  a  chaise  connng  ia  the 
direction  from  High-cross  to  Kadlet. 

Joints  Freeman  sworn. — He  was  going  on  the 
evening  of  Friday  across  a  field  leading  into  Gill's 
Hill-lanc,  hy  Trobert's  house,  about  eight  o'clock, 
and  saw  two  gentlemen  in  a  gig ;  one  of  them 
alighted.  Witness  said  to  Uie  gentlemen,  **  You 
have  driven  your  horse  very  fast ;  it  is  very  much  out 
of  wind.*'  They  gave  no  answer.  Witness  then 
said,  ^'This  is  a  very  dark,  crooked,  bad  lane  to  go 
down  in  the  evening."  No  answer  was  made  to  that, 
and  witness  walked  on.  The  man  had  a  light  great 
coat  on,  buttoned  with  a  loop ;  there  were  no  lights 
to  the  gig;  it  M'as  a  clear  star-Ught  evening,  so  that 
he  could  distinguish  persons  very  plainly ;  it  was  a 
bay  horse  in  the  chaise,  with  a  light  face :  the  men 
had  both  black  hats  on ;  he  followed  them  for  some 
distance,  and  then  returned  to  meet  his  wife. 

Elizabeth  Freeman^  the  wife  of  last  witness,  swoni. 
She  met  two  gentlemen,  on  the  night  of  the  murder, 
travelling  in  a  chaise,  along  Gill's  Hill-lane.  On 
Sunday  she  met  Probert's  boy,  and  having  heard  Aat 
some  gentlemen  had  met  with  an  accident  in  the  lane, 
she  asked  him  if  bis  master  had  met  with  a  misfor- 
tune in  his  gig,  and  the  boy  said  that  the  gentleman 
was  overturned,  and  came  home  very  dirty,  and  with 
spots  of  blood  on  his  coat. 

John  Hetherington,  a  labourer,  sworn.'^^Was  at 
work  in  Gill's  Hill-lane,  about  six  o'clock  on  Satur- 
day morning,  and  saw  two  men  walking  up  the  lane 
from  Gill's  Hill.  One  had  a  white  and  the  other  a. 
black  hat  on  :  the  former  was  a  tall  man,  with  black 
whiskers ;  and  the  other  shorter,  with  a  white  coat« 
They  grabbled  in  tlie  hedge ;  witness,  and  a  fellow- 
labourer  named  Hunt,  spoke  to  the  gentlemen,  and 
one  of  them  said,  **  I  was  thrown  out  of  my  chaise 
here  last  night."  Witness  was  sure  he  should  know 
the  tallest  man  with  a  white  hat,  if  he  were  to  see 
him  ag^iu 
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The  uitnes?,  by  order  of  the  Coroner,  was  takeii 
into  the  rooms  wliere  Prober!,  Thomas  Thnrlell, 
Hunt,  and  other  persons  were,  and  pointed  out  Pro- 
bert  as  one  of  the  men  ;  but  could  not  identify 
amongst  them  the  man  \Vith  black  whiskers,  who  an- 
swers  the  description  of  John  Thurtell. 

Witness  heard  his  fellow*)abourer^  Hunt,  ask  the 
gentlemen  if  tticy  were  hurt^  and  the  tall  one  reph'ed 
that  he  was  capsized  ;  but  neither  horse  or  gig  were 
overturned.  After  witness  had  breakfasted,  be 
walked  up  the  lane  again,  supposing,  if  the  gentlemen 
had  been  oveiiurned,  that  some  money  might  have 
been  thrown  out  of  his  pocket,  and,  on  searching,  he 
found  a  knife,  which  was  covered  with  blood.  The 
knife  was  produced.  About  ten  o'clock  the  same 
morning,  he  found  a  pistol  in  the  hedge,  near  the 
spot  where  he  had  previously  seen  the  gentlemen 
**  grabbling.''  The  pistol  was  blood}'.  Witness  gave 
the  [)istol  to  Air.  Nicholls,  his  employer,  who  told 
him  that  Mr.  P.  Smith  had  informed  him  that  he  had 
heard'  the  report  of  a  gun  in  the  lane  on  the  over- 
night. On  the  spot  where  the  pistol  was  found,  wit- 
ness kicked  the  leaves,  and  the  more  he  kicked  th^m 
ihe  more  blood  was  found  ;  and  Mr.  Nichols  said, 
'^  I  am  afraid  that  something  very  bad  has  been  done 
hero,"  Witness  told  Mr.  Nicholls,  who  was  at  that 
time  in  his  chaise,  that  he  had  seen  two  gentlemen 
'*  grabbling"  there.  Mr.  Nicholls  told  him  not  to 
divulge  any  thing  that  he  had  seen.  About  eleven  , 
o  clock  the  same  evening,  witness  saw  the  same  two 
gentlemen  come  down  Gill's  Hill-lane,  in  a  chaise ; 
they  were  then  neatly  dressed,  and  both  had  black 
hats  on.  One  of  them  (the  same  person  who,  about 
six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  had  a  white  hat  on) 
asked  witness  how  he  did  r  This  person  was  John 
Tliurtell,  whom  he  saw  on  Thursday  last  at  Watford. 
These  were  the  only  two  persons  who  came  down  in  a 
chaise  that  day.  A  man  came  down  with  a  large 
'JoiZ  'roon  afterwards. 

lyilliam  Hunt  corroborated  the  testimony  of  his 
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fellow -labourer  Hetherington ;  and  added,  the  shortest 
of  the  two  men  who  came  in  the  morning,  stooped  in 
the  hedge,  and  returned, with  something  which  he  ap- 
peared to  have  picked  up,  and  which  he  carried  in  a 
yellow  handkerchief  on  the  end  of  a  stick,  when  they 
went  away, 

Mr.  Nicholls^  a  farmer,  also  corroborated  the  evi- 
dence of  his  tenant,  Hetherington,  as  to  receiving  a 
bloody  pistol  from  him,  and  discovering  a  ''  sprink- 
ling ''  of  blood  in  the  hedge.  He  received  the  pistol 
on  Saturday  morning,  and  did  not  give  it  up  to  the 
Magistrates  till  Tuesday.  Did  not  know  that  the 
Magistrates  sat  at  St.  Alban's  on  a  Saturday,  or  he 
should  have  given  information  to  them.  Was  in  com- 
pany with  Probert  on  Sunday,  at  his  house,  on  private 
business ;  remembered  saying  on  that  occasion  to  Pro^ 
bert,  "  What  the  devil  manoeuvres  were  you  at  last 
Friday  evening  ?"  Probert  replied,  '*  What  manoeuvres 
do  you  mean,  I  know  nothing  of  it  ?"  Witness  re- 
plied, '^  I  suspect  some  one  at  your  house  fired  a  pis- 
tol in  Gill's  Hill-lane  on  Friday  night."  Probert  said, 
"What  time  was  the  pistol  fired  r"  Witness  said,  "Eight 
o'clock."  Probert  said, "  It  was  not  me,  or  any  one  at 
my  house,  for  I  did  not  arrive  at  home  till  long  afFer 
that  time."  Witness  had  this  converslition  with  Pro- 
bert before  his  making  any  communication  to  the  Jus- 
tices, and  previous  to  this  time  he  had  received  the 
pistol  from  Hetherington,  which  had  blood  upon  it. 
Had  seen  a  bloody  knife  found  upon  the  spot,  and  had 
seen  the  blood  on  the  ground,  and  heard  of  the  groans, 
and  yet  he  did  not  suspect  that  a  murder  had  been 
committed.  Did  not  see  the  brains,  or  the  hair  on 
the  pistol,  till  Monday  morning.  Witness  had  not 
wilfully  done  wrong  in  not  communicating  these  facts 
earlier  to  Mr.  Mason,  the  Magistrate  ;  for  be  thought 
that  as  there  was  a  good  deal  of  drinking  going  on  at 
Probert*s,  that  some  of  them  were  going  to  London, 
and  that  some  one  belonging  to  the  family  had  con- 
cealed themselves  in  the  hedge,  and  fired  to  alarm  their 
companions  as  they  passed. 

c  S 
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Coroner.  You  have  told  us  part  of  what  passed  be- 
tween you  and  Probert  on  Sunday  evening,  tell  the 
remainder. — He  was  not  there  above  half  an  hour 
with  Probert. 

Coroner.  Was  not  something  said  by  Probert  about 
dragging  a  pond  ? — There  was.  A  Mr,  Heward  was 
present,  and  Probert  spoke  about  filling  up  his  pond. 
Witness  said  it  would  be  a  pity  to  have  the  pond  filled 
up.  To  this  it  was  replied,  jokingly, "  It  shalLbe  dragged 
first,  and  some  large  fish  will  be  found  in  it."  At  the 
time,  it  appears,  the  body  of  the  deceased  was  in  this 
pond.  Witness  wrote  on  Monday,  the  27th,  to  Mr, 
Mason,  and  informed  him  he  suspected  a  murder  had 
oecn  committed.  The  road  to  Probert's  cottage  was 
unfrequented  by  almost  every  one  but  Probert  and 
the  persons  at  Probert*s  house.  Witness  had  for  some 
time  had  a  bad  opinion  of  the  persons  frequenting 
Probert's,  but  he  did  not  suspect  that  they  would 
murder  one  another.  The  Coroner  reprehended  the 
Conduct  of  this  witness,  in  not  giving  earlier  informa** 
tion  to  the  Magistrates,  and  was  surprised  that  after 
he  had  received  the  Woody  pistol,  heard  of  the  groans, 
Arc,  that  he  did  not  Instantly  give  information,  instead 
of  visiting  Probert. — Mr.  Nicholls  regretted  that  he 
had  delayed  making  the  communication  to  the  Magis- 
trates.— The  Coroner  said,  that  he  acquitted  him  of 
any  intentional  wrong. 

Sman  Ann  JVoodroofe,  servant  to  Probert,  proved 
that  her  master  came  home  on  Friday,  about  nine 
o'clock  at  night,  with  two  other  persons,  viz..  Hunt  and 
John  Thurtcll,  both  of  whom  had  white  hats  on  when 
they  arrived.  Probert  gave  witness  some  pork  chops 
to  cook,  and  told  her  not  to  get  them  cooked  till  he 
came  back  ;  and  he  then  went  out  with  the  other  two 
gentlemen,  with  a  lantern  and  candle.  Mrs.  Pro- 
bcrt  told  witness  that  they  were  gone  to  Mr.  Nicholls  a 
on  business.  They  left  the  house  about  len  o'clock, 
and  returned  about  eleven  ;  anrl  when  witness  took  the 
chops  into  the  parlojr,  all  tlirc c  wcvz  there,  and  supped. 
Hunt  and  John  Thurtcll  sat  up  all  IViday  night,  smo!:- 
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ing  and  drinking ;  whether  they  went  out  in  the  night 
she  could  not  say.  On  Saturday  morning  she  saw 
John  Tlmrteli  sitting  on  a  sofa  in  her  master's  room 
wiih  her  master's  white  hat  on,  and  Hunt  was  asleep 
on  a  chair  ?  Hunt  and  John  Thurtell  left  the  house 
about  six  o'clock,  and  Probert  followed  them ;  they 
returned  before  Probert,  and  were  absent  about  haii 
an  hour.  Probert  has  a  large  dog ;  she  could  not  say 
that  tlie  dog  went  out  with  him  on  Saturday  morning. 
Mrs.  Probert  and  her  sister,  Miss  Noyes,  were  at  Pro- 
beit's  cottage  on  Sunday,  and  also  the  two  Thurtells, 
Hunt,  and  Noyes,  Mrs.  Probert's  brother ;  Mrs.  Pro- 
bert was  with  the  company  in  the  parlour  the  gieater 
part  of  the  day ;  and  on  Monday  morning,  1  homas 
Thurtell  and  James,  Probert's  b..y,  went  away  in  a 
chaise  ;  witness  had  seen  John  Thurtell  with  a  yellow 
handkerchief.  On  Monday  evening  the  Thurtells  and 
Hunt  came  to  Probert's  again,  and  left  soon  afterwards 
in  the  chaise ;  Mrs.  Probert  let  them  out  at  the  gate  ; 
she  did  not  observe  any  thing  particular  about  the 
fish-pond ;  she  did  not  hear  a  report  of  a  pistol  on 
Friday  night ;  Thomas  Thurtell  did  not  arrive  at  Pro- 
bert's  till  Sunday  last 

James  Haddis,  aged  thirteen,  sworn, — Had  lived 
with  Probert  seven  months,  and  looked  after  his  horse 
and  gig.  Last  Friday  about  ten  o'clock  at  night, 
John  Thurtell  came  to  his  master's  house  in  a 
gig  alone.  It  was  a  dark  grey  horse,  and  a  dark 
green  and-black  gig.  He  liad  a  great  coat  on  of  a 
light  colour.  His  outside  clothes  did  not  appear  to  bo 
dirty.  In  haff  an  hour  Probert  came  in  with  another 
man.  The  gentleman  with  Thurtell  had  large  black 
whiskers,  'fhe  gig  in  which  Thurtell  came  appeared 
very  heavy,  as  if  it  had  luggage  in  it.  Thurtell  never 
said  any  thing  to  him  about  an  accident.  On  Sunday, 
afi  witness  was  coming  from  Mr.  NichoUs's,  he  saw 
sisveral  '*  lumps"  of  blood  on  the  dirt  heaps,  and  two 
holes  in  the  hedge  in  GilPs  Hill-lane.  Thurtell  brought 
a  sponge  with  him.  Probert,  Hunt,  and  John  Thurtell, 
went  out  on  Friday  night,  about  ten  o'clock,  and  were 
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al>seiit  about  three  quarters  of  aD  hour,  with  a  candle 
and  a  lantern ;  tliey  all  returned  together.  Was  no  * 
aware  if.Probert,  Hunt,  and  John  Thurteli  went 
towards  the  pond  on  Friday  night  at  ten  o'clock.  [A 
mahogany  box,  a  double-barrelled  gun,  and  a  carpet 
bag  used  for  travelling,  the  property  of  the  deceased^ 
were  shown  to  witness];  witness  saw  the  gun  and 
the  mahogany  case  at  Probert's  on  Saturday  mommg, 
he  also  saw  a  bag  resembling  the  one  produced.  Saw 
John  Thurteli  on  Saturday  morning  when  he  went 
away  with  Hunt  about  seven  o'clock ;  he  then  wore 
Wellington  boots,  very  dirty  all  over,  his  trowsers  were 
very  dirty  about  the  legs,  his  coat  was  dirty  on  the 
back  and  arms,  and  he  appeared  to  have  been  on  tb» 
ground.  The  same  morning  John  Thuctell  had  his 
blue  dress  coat  off,  and  Hunt  was  sponging  it  as  it 
hung  on  the  door  in  the  kitchen ;  there  was  no  blood 
on  the  blue  coat,  but  there  were  spots  of  blood  on  hia 
light  great  coat.  [A  coat  found  by  Ruthven  in  Hunt's 
lodgings  was  produced.]  Witness  could  not  identify  ^ 
it ;  a  large  piece  of  sponge  produced  was  identified  by 
him  to  be  tliat  used  by  John  Thurteli  and  Hunt,  ia 
sponging  the  bloody  clothes.  On  Sunday,  John 
Thurteli,  Thomas  Thurteli,  Hunt,  Probert,  Mr. 
Noyes,  Mr.  Heward,  and  Mr.  Nicholls,  were  at  Pro- 
bert's.  On  Monday  morning  Probert  told  him  to 
clean  himself  to  go  to  town  with  Hunt  and  Thomas 
Thurteli ;  he  did  so,  and  accompanied  them  to  Lon- 
don ;  Hunt  drove  them  to  the  Coach  and  Horses, 
Conduit-street ;  left  witness  there,  and  told  him  Pro- 
bert would  come  to  him  in  two  hours ;  John  Thurteli 
got  out  of  the  chaise,  and  Hunt  drove  away.  Did  not 
sec  Probert  on  the  Monday  or  Tuesday ;  a  Police 
Officer  took  him  away  on  Wednesday;  witness  had 
never  before  been  taken  to  town. 

Thomas  Abel  Ward,  of  Watford,  surgeon,  sworn. — I 
was  present  at  the  examination  of  the  body  of  the  de- 
ceased person.     The  immediate  cause  of  death  was  a  * 
wound  on  the  anterior  angle  of  the  parietal  bone,  given 
by  some  instrument,  w;hich,  from  t  le  marks,  I  am  in- 
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clincd  to  believe  was  the  barrel  of  a  pistol.  Part  of 
the  skull  was  beat  into  the  brains.  There  was  another 
around  under  the  protuberance  of  the  right  cheek-bone, 
which  had  tlie  appearance  of  a  comroon  gun  or  pistol- 
shot  wound,  ancfthe  ball  repelled  by  the  cheek-bone. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  wound  on  the  right  cheek 
was  not  of  a  nature  to  cause  death;  but  that  the  de^ 
ceased  died  from  the  beating  on  the  skull  with  the 
pistol  barrel.  The  injury  was^  of  that  nature,  that  I 
conceive  the  pistol  baire!  must  have  been  punched 
with  desperate  violence  into  the  skull  of  the  unfortu- 
nate man. — [Witness  here  produced  a  piece  of  de- 
ceased's skull  bone»  which  he  had  extracted  from  the 
brains  of  the  deceased  on  opening  the  head.]  I  also 
observed  a  wound  cut  by  a  sharp  instrument  on  each 
side  of  the  throat ;  the  jugular  on  the  left  side  was  di- 
vided, and  the  wound  was  sufficient  to  occasion  death. 
The  wound  on  tlie  right  side  of  the  throat  did  not  in- 
jure any  parts  of  vitality,  but  merely  severed  the  flesh 
under  the  ear. 

Coroner. — Itseems  that  after  the  deceased  was  shot» 
he  was  able  to  struggle  with  his  murderer,  and  that  he 
received  the  blows  on  the  head  when  resisting,  and  to 
make  sure,  as  ^*  dead  men  tell  no  tales,"  his  murderers 
completed  their  horrid  work  by  cutting  his  throat 

Thomas  Joseph  Ruthvertj  an  officer  of  Bow-street, 
sworn. — In  consequence  of  information  which  caused 
me  to  suspect  he  was  concerned  in  the  murder  of  Mr. 
.Weare,  I  apprehended  J.  Thurtell  at  Mr.  Tetsall*!^ 
the  Coach  and  Horses,  Conduit-street,  and  found  a 
pistol  on  his  person,  which  I  produce.  It  is  the 
fellow  to  the  one  produced  by  Mr.  Nicholls,  found  in 
the  lane  near  Probert\s  house.  In  his  waistcoat  I 
found  ten  swan  shot,  a  penknife,  and  a  pistol  key. 
When  I  entered  his  apartment,  he  knew  me,  and 
began  to  talk  about  the  bill  found  against  him  and  his 
brother  for  a  conspiracy  to  defraud  the  Fire-office, 
and  I  did  not  undeceive  him  as  to  the  nature  of  my 
enand  till  I  had  put  the  handcuffs  on  him.  He 
p&red  no  resistance.    I  fonml  a  muslin  neckerchief 
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also  in  John  ThurtelFs  lodgings  [he  produced  it] ;  it  ib 
bloody,  and  is  marked  ''  T.  Thurtell."  He  told  me 
that  he  sometimes  >vore  iiis  brother's  things.  I  also 
produce  a  shirt,  with  no  .marks  on  it,  and  a  black 
M'aistcoat,  which  I  took  off  his  back ;  it  is  bloody, 
particularly  about  one  of  the  pockets,  as  if  a  bloody 
hand  had  been  thrust  into  it.  I  also  produce  a  coat, 
which  I  took  off  his  back,  which  is  very  bloody  in 
several  places.  [These  articles  were  exhibited  to  the 
Jury].  I  also  produce  a  horse  pistol,  which  I  found 
at  Mr.  'i  etsair^,  and  Mr.  Tetsall  told  me  that  he  had 
lost  the  fellow  to  it.  On  searching  Hunt's  lodgings  I 
found  a  double-barrelled  gun,  maker's  name  "  Manton,-' 
and  a  mahogany  backgammon-board,  containing  two 
dice  boxes  and  a  pair  of  dice,  also  a  large  sponge,  and 
a  shooting-jacket,  with  a  call  or  whistle.  L  also  found 
a  travelling  bag  containing  shirts,  marked  "  W.  W.,** 
the  initials  of  the  deceased ;  a  variety  of  shooting  im- 
plements, and  a  piece  of  cord. 

The  cord  was  produced  by  Ruthven,  and  on  exami- 
nation was  found  to  correspond  exactly  with  that  with 
which  the  legs  of  the  deceased  were  tied  together. 
^Ir.  llexworthy  identified  several  of  the  articles  found 
by  Uuthvcn  in  Hunts  lodgings,  as  the  property  of 
AVcare,  and  Mr.  Ward,  the  surgeon,  was  of  opinion 
that  the  wounds  in  the  deceased  s  throat  were  inflicted 
by  an  instrument  similar  to  the  knife  produced. 

litithvcn : — Mr.  Coroner,  I  am  recjuested  by  Pro- 
ber t,  to  bay  that  he  wishes  to  make  some  communica- 
tion to  you ;  he  says  *'  that  he  w  ill  not  die  with  lies  in 
his  moutl).*' 

Coroner. — If  he  has  any  thing  to  say  I  can  have 
no  objection  to  hear  him;  but  he  must  bo  warned  that 
he  (iocs  it  at  his  own  peril,  without  any  promise  or 
req.^cst  on  the  part  of  the  Magistrates. 

Thomas  Bate,  a  boy  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  James 
Wardall,  (the  owner  of  GilTs-Hill  Cottage,)  deposed 
that  he  was  clearing  out  Probert's  stable,  and  under  a 
heap  of  dung  found  a  torn  and  bloody  shirt,  and  a  sack 
tied  in  a  bundle.    The  shirt  found  in  John  ThurtelFs 
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I6c%bg8  by  Rudiven,  on  being  oompared  with  tbe 
bl(^y  shirt,  vere  of  tbe  same  make,  aiid  marked  with 
the  deceased's  initials.   The  sack  was  soaked  with  wet. 

Butbven  entered  the  jury-room,  and  stated  to  tbe 
Coroner  that  he  hod  been  with  Probert  again,  and- 
had  told  liim  that  he  understood  that  he  (Probert) 
wished  to  make  some  comuiunication.  Probert  re 
plied,  **  I  have  no  objection  to  see  the  Coroner  and 
Magistrates."  He  (Ruthven)  told  him  that  he  might 
havie  no  objection  ;  but  the  question  was,  did  he  wish 
to  see  them  or  not  ?  Probert  said,  ''  What  had  I 
better  do,  can  you  advise  me  ?"  He  answered  that  he 
coutd  not  advise,  for  he  must  know  his  own  situation 
l>est.  Probert  then  expressed  a  decided  wish  to  see 
tbe  magistrates,  and  they  went  to  him,  and  were  with 
him  for  a  considerable  time ;  .and  he  confessed  all  he 
knew  of  the  matter.  He  stated  that  his  was  not  the 
hand  that  committed  the  murder,  and  that  after  it  was 
perpetrated,  John  Thurtell  threatened  to  murder  him 
if  he  opened  his  lips  on  the  subject,  and  told  him  that 
he  had  picked  out  seventeen  persons  of  substance  that 
he  intended  to  rob  and  murder,  and  that  the  deceased 
was  one  of  them. 

The  evidence  was  tlien  read  over  to  the  difierent 
witnesses,  and  most  of  them  were  bouiid  over  to  ap- 
pear at  the  next  Hertford  assizes. 

The  Coroner  said,  that  it  was  impossible  to  go 
through  the  whole  of  tlie  evidence  that  day,  and  he 
therefore  adjourned  the  inquest. 

On  the  following  day,  at  twelve  o'clock,  the  Coro- 
ner and  Jury  re-asscmbled,  and  tlic  prisoners,  Probert, 
Hunt,  and  Thurtell,  who  had  been  confined  during 
the  preceding  night  in  St.  Alban's  Gaol,  arrived  in 
three  chaises,  attended  by  the  local  police.  A  consi- 
derable crowd  was  collected  in  front  of  the  inn,  whose 
expressions  evinced  the  strong  indignation  which  this 
foul  murder  had  excited.  The  prisoners  were  con- 
ducted into  separate  rooms,  under  the  care  of  the  ofli- 
cers.  They  were  relieved  from  their  irons,  and  from 
all  unnecessary  coercion.    Smd  after  the  Magistrates 
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bad  taken  their  eeats,  Mr.  Noel,  the  8olicitOi>  entsMd: 
the  roomi  and  said  that  Thomas  Thurtell  had  expteas- 
ed  a  wish,  before  the  examination  proceeded,  to  have 
some  commanication  with  him  (Mr.  Noel,)  and  the 
Coroner.  To  which  the  Magistrates  said  they  saw  n^ 
objection^  if  the  prisoner  wished  it* 

The  new  sack,  in  which  the  body  was  found,  was 
then  produced  before  the  Jury,  and  laid  on  the  table*. 
It  was  split  from  top  to  bottom »  and  at  the  bottom 
there  was  a  large  stain  of  blood — this  was  where  the 
head  had  rested.  A  plan  of  Probert's  cottage  and 
grounds  was  then  produced ;  it  was  neatly  execatedj 
and  gave  a  complete  key  to  the  circumstances  detailed 
by  the  witnesses* 

Information  was  now  given  to  the  MagistrateSi  that 
Hunt  and  Probert,  on  their  way  down  on  the  night  of 
the  murder,  had  purchased  half  a  bushel  of  corn  at 
Edgware,  and  tliat  they  had  also  stopped  at  the  house 
of  a  publican  of  the  name  of  Clarke,  at  Edgware,  with 
whom  they  were  acquainted.  This  intelligence  led  to 
th  e  following  explanation : 

Hunt  cntereo  into  conversation  with  Clarke,  on  the 
subject  of  the  bill  of  indictment  which  had  boen  pre* 
ferred  against  the  Thurtells,  for  conspiring  to  set  their 
house  on  fire  in  Watling-street ;  Clarke,  who  knew 
the  Thurtells,  said  it  was  a  bad  business ;  on  which 
Hunt  took  out  a  newspaper,  containing  a  contradic- 
tioii  to  the  statement  that  the  bill  had  been  fonnd. 
Probert  now  seemed  very  impatient  to  be  off;  and 
Clarke,  while  they  stood  in  the  house,  heard  another 
chaise  and  horse  drive  by.  They  at  last  set  off  to- 
wards Elstrce  at  great  speed.  On  the  Sunday  mom* 
ing,  Thurtell  called  at  Clarke's,  as  he  was  going  down 
to  Proberfs  to  dine ;  he  asked,  if  Mn.  C.  had  any 
lemons  (Clarke  being  out),  and  took  some  with  him, 
as  he  said,  to  make  punch.  He  afterwards  met 
Clarke  in  Edgware,  and  shook  hands  witli  him:  Clarke 
remarked,  that  he  looked  very  ill,  and  he  assigned  his 
agitated  appearance  to  the  pressure  of  his  own  pri* 
^ate  aff«i«?% :  he  then  drove  on.     Clarke  saw  Hunt  on 
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Triday  at  Ebtree ;  and  in  consequence  of  some  sus- 
picion that  he  bad  been  conveying  information  from 
one  prisoner  to  the  other,  lie  was  called  before  the 
Magistrates;  but,  upon  being  questioned,  he  stated, 
that  he  had  been  merely  speaking  to  Hunt  of  the 
atrocity  of  his  conduct.  The  Magistrate  asked  what 
he  had  said  to  Probert  ?  Clarke  said,  that  the  words  he 
used  were  these:  **  Good  God!  bow  could  you  call 
and  drink  and  joke  the  way  you  did  at  my  house, 
when  you  had  concerted,  and  were  about  to  commit 
kuch  a  horrid  murder?"  The  Magistrate  asked,  if 
that  was  all  he  had  said  ?  Clarke  replied,  that  he  be- 
lieved he  said  to  Probert,  ''  that  it  was  a  horrid  and 
brutal  piece  of  business,  and  he  believed  they  were  all 
in  it/'  Clarke  declared  that  he  had  not  spoken  to 
the  other  prisoners.  The  Magistrate  then  dismissed 
him,  expressing  satisfaction  at  his  explanation.  Oa 
Friday,  Hunt  was  spoken  to  by  a  person  who  had 
been  an  acquaintance  of  the  deceased,  who  asked  him, 
how  he  could  have  joined  in  such  a  horrible  trans* 
action?  Hunt  replied, '' I  did  not  do  the  act ;  I  cer* 
tainly  knew  of  its  being  concerted  for  some  time 
before  it  took  place;  and  a  fortnight  before,  I  went  to 
Mr.  Rexworthy's,  to  inform  him  of  the  intention  to 
murder  and  rob  his  friend  Weare ;  but  when  I  was 
about  to  communicate  the  fact  to  him,  I  bad  not  tlie 
heart  to  do  it.'* 

The  Coroner  gave  orders  that  no  person  whatever 
should  be  admitted  to  the  prisoners. 

The  Inquest  then  proceeded;  and  Mr.  Charles 
Lewin  and  Mr.  Oeorgc  Jones  proved  the  finding  of 
the  body  in  the  pond  in  the  way  already  described. 

Mr.  Heward  was  called  in.  He  was  proprietor  of 
the  cottage  occupied  by  Mr.  Probert,  at  GiU's-hill ; 
it  was  a  leasehold,  and  he  let  it  furnished;  witness 
lives  at  68,  Hatton  Garden;  had  known  Probert  for 
four  years ;  on  Wednesday  last  had  Probert*s  goods 
seized  for  rent ;  witness  saw  a  caravan  in  the  yard  on 
Tuesday  morning  before  he  had  the  seizure  made,  and 
understood  Probert  was  going  to  move. 


..'  /. 
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After  the  examiaation  of  this  witness,  some  con* 
versation  took  place  between  the  Magbtrates,  the 
Coroner,  and  Mr.  Noel,  as  to  the  course  which  it 
might  be  expedient  to  taJke  with  respect  to  the  confes- 
sion of  Hunt. 

The  Coroner  said,  it  was  his  duty  to  inquire  into 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  murder,  and  use  every 
exertion  in  his  power  to  unravel  the  whole  affair ;  he 
should,  therefore,  have  Hunt  brought  before  him,  and 
whatever  he  thought  proper  voluntarily  to  state,  it  was 
his  duty  to  hear;  but  he  would  hold  out  no  promise, 
nor  would  he  give  him  any  hope  from  any  disclosure 
he  might  choose  to  make. 

The  prisoner  Hunt  was  then  called  in.  He  usually 
wore  very  large  black  whiskers,  which  had  been  sliaved 
off,  and  he  came  forward  apparently  not  much  af- 
fected by  hb  situation. 

The  Coroner  then  addressed  him  to  the  following 
effect :— ''  I  have  thought  proper  to  send  for  yon. 
Hunt,  to  ask  you,  whether  you  choose  to  make  any 
statement  to  the  Inquest  which  is  now  assembled  ?  I 
think  it  my  duty,  however,  in  the  first  instance,  to  ex- 
plain in  what  manner  I  shall  receive  what  you  may 
think  proper  to  say :  I  shall  not  receive  it  as  evidence* 
nor  shall  I  examine  you  on  oath;  if  you  think  it 
right  to  say  any  thing,  I  am  ready  to  hear  you ;  but 
from  me  you  are  to  understand  that  you  have  no  sort 
of  promise  either  of  reward  or  otherwise.  I  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  receive  your  voluntary  account  of 
the  horrible  transaction,  to  which  our  attention  is  now 
directed."  Hunt  said  he  was  ready  to  repeat  what 
he  had  already  said. 

Mr.  Noel,  who  appeared  anxious  that  the  prisoner 
should  not  act  under  a  misapprehension,  interposed, 
and  said,  thai  the  confession  made  by  him  before  the 
Macristrates,  could  not  in  any  waji  interfere  with  the 
proceeding  in  which  tliey  were  engaged  that  day. 
The  Magistrates  would,  in  good  faith,  and  at  the  proper 
time,  submit  the  confession  he  had  made  to  them  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Court     What  he  might  now 
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gay  ID  DO  way  compromised  the  Magistrates,  and 
inust  come  from  liimself  on  the  terms  stated  by  the 
CoroDer. 

Hunt. — Thank  you,  Gentlemen:  I  am  ready  to 
answer  you  any  question.  ' 

Coroner. — I  am  now  ready  to  hear  any  thing  you 
have  to  say  touching  the  death  of  William  Weare. 

Mr.  Noel  being  still  anxious  that  the  prisoner 
should  not  be  led  into  any  mistake,  desired  that  he 
might  leave  the  room,  and  a  conversation  took  place 
as  to  the  expediency  of  taking  his  statement,  when 
the  Coroner  thought,  that  with  the  caution  he  had 
received,  his  story  might  be  fairly  heard,  and  he  was 
bound  to  receive  it.  Hunt  being  again  recalled,  Mr. 
Noel  addressed  him  thus  : — "  Since  you  have  been 
out  of  the  room,  a  discussion  has  taken  place  on  the 
part  of  the  Magistrates  to  whom  you  made  a  con- 
fession under  a  pledge,  and  they  think  it  proper 
that  you  should  understand  their  pledge  do^s  not  ex- 
tend to  any  thing  you  may  say  here.  They  will  state 
your  confession  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State,  with 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  taken,  and  it 
will  DO  doubt  receive  a  fit  consideration.  You  will 
now  use  your  own  discretion,  and  either  tell  your 
story  to  the  present  Jury  or  not,  as  you  think  proper.'' 

The  Coroner. — We  are  willing  to  receive  any  state- 
ment you  may  give  us,  but  we  do  not  ask  you  to  com- 
mit yourself  in  any  way  whatever  before  this  Jury. 

Hunt. — I  perfectly  understand,  and  I  shall  tell  the 
whole  truth.  He  then  proceeded  to  give  the  follow- 
ing Statement  in  a  cool,  collected,  and  precise  manner, 
sometimes  sighing  heavily,  as  he  paused  for  it  to  be 
written  down. 

HUNT'S  STATEMENT. 

'•  In  consequence  of  an  indictment  against  John 
Thurtell  and  Thomas  Thurtell,  for  defrauding  the 
County  Fire  Office  of  1900  and  odd  pounds,  Tiiomas 
and  John  Thurtell  left  the,  Cock  Tavern  in  the  I  Jay 
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umrket,  and  took  their  residence  at  a  Mr.  TetseH'a^ 
(the  Coach  and  Horses,)  in  Conduit-street,  Bond-straeL 
I  was  invited  to  dine  with  them.  I  called  there  on 
the  Friday  morning,  Oct  24,  when  John  Tiiortell  in- 
vited nic  to  take  a  walk.  I  walked  with  Iiiin  as  far  as 
High-street,  Mary-le-bone-  We  stopped  at  a  jewel- 
lers shop ;  while  we  were  looking  there,  John  Thur- 
tell  observed  a  pair  of  pistols,  which  he  said  he  would 
go  and  look  at,  for  he  wanted  to  purchase  some.  They 
were  marked  l/.  l?^.  6d- 

''  John  Thurtell  asked  me  after  dinner,  if  I  knew 
wrhere  I  could  get  a  gig.  He  gave  me  !/•  lOs.  for  the 
gig.  He  told  me  not  to  say  that  the  gig  was  going  to 
Hertford,  but  to  Dartford.  I  returned  with  the  gig 
to  the  Coach  and  Horses  about  a  quarter  before  five. 
John  Thurtell  immediately  got  into  tlic  gig,  said  he 
could  not  wait  any  longer,  as  he  had  a  gentleman  to 
meet.  After  he  was  gone,  Probert  said  to  roe, 
'  As  John  Thurtell  has  gone  down  to  the  cottage, 
have  you  any  objection  to  take  a  seat  in  my  gig,  as  he 
(John  Thurtell)  is  obliged  to  be  out  of  the  way,  in 
consequence  of  the  warrant  out  against  him  for  the 
conspiracy ;  most  likely  we  should  spend  a  pleasant 
evening  together.' 

'^  About  six  o'clock  on  Friday  evening,  Probert*8 
gig  was  brought  to  the  door  of  the  Coach  and  Horses ; 
I  took  a  scat  in  tiie  gig :  we  proceeded  as  far  as 
Oxford-street.  Probert  said  we  must  take  something 
home  for  supper :  we  stopped  at  a  pork-sliop,  where 
I  got  out  and  purchased  a  loin  o^pork.  We  proceeded 
from  there  as  far  as  Mr.  Harding's,  a  publican  in  the 
Edge  ware-road,  where  wc  had  a  glass  of  brandy  and 
water.  From  thence  wc  proceeded  as  far  as  a  Mr. 
Clarke's,  another  ])ublican,  und  had  two  more  glasses 
of  brantly  and  water ;  from  tiierc  we  proceeded  to  this 
house  (the  Artichoke.)  We  had  three,  but  from  what 
aj^pears  from  the  landlord,  Mr.  Field,  wc  had  five  more 
jL;Iasses.  NVc  did  not  *:ct  out  of  the  gig  here. — 
Probert  observed  to  Mr.  Field,  tliat  the  friend  that 
was  with  him   could   sing  a  very  excellent    song. 
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Probert  wished  me  to  sitiff  a  verse,  bat  f  declined. 
We  J^roceeded  from  this  house  aboat  a  quarter  of 
a  mile.     Probert  stopped  the  gig,  and  said  to  me, 

*  Hunt,  you  get  out,  and  wait  my  return :'  I  did  so. 
Ab6lit  half  an  faoiir  or  more  might  have  elapsed  when 
Probert  returned,  and  desired  me  to  get  into  tiie 

gig-     '    ' 

"  When  we  arrived  at  the  cottage,  John  Thurtell 

in  the  stable.      Probert  said  to  me,  *  Hunt,   take 

that  loin  of  pork  out  of  the  gig.'    I  took  the  pork 

into  the  kitchen,  and  remained  in  the  kitchen  about 

ten  minutes,  when  John  Thurtell  and  Probert  fol* 

lowed.     We  went  into  the  parlour ;  I  was  introduced 

to  Mrs.  Ptobert.     John  Thurtell  then  called  me  and 

Probert  into  the  garden,  and  said,    *  I  have  killed 

that  -—  that  robbed  me  of  300/.  at  blind  hookey. 

*  Good  God  ;'  said  Probert,  *  John,  surely  you  have 
not  been  guilty  of  so  rash  an  act?*  John  Thurtell 
immediately  took  from  his  pocket  a  very  handsome 
gold  watch,  and  said,  ^  Do  you  believe  me  now  ?  and 
if  you  will  go  with  me,  I  will  shew  you  where  he  lies 
dead  behind  a  hedge/  Probert  then  said,  *  This  has 
taken  such  an  effect  on  me,  that  I  must  retire  and  get 
some  brandy/ 

"  We  then  went  into  the  parlour ;  the  supper  was 
brought  in,  which  consisted  of  pork  chops,  the  loin  I 
brought  down  having  been  cut  into  chops.  I  ate 
five  chops,  and  so  did  Probert.  John  Thurtell  de- 
clined eating  any*  as  he  complained  of  being  extremely 
sick.  Probert  and  I  then  went  into  the  garden 
again,  when  Probert  said  to  me,  '  Surely,  Hunt, 
this  man  has  not  been  guilty  of  murder?'  I  observed 
it  looked  very  suspicious,  he  (John  Thurtell)  haviuj 
so  valuable  a  watch.  John  Thurtell  followed,  ant 
asked  Probert  and  myself  if  we  would  accom- 
pany and  assist  him  in  carrying  the  dead  man. 
During  this  time  Mrs.  Probert  was  gone  to  bed. 
John  Thurtell  said,  if  neither  of  you  will  assist,  I 
will  go  myself.  He  accordingly  went  by  himself;  and 
was  gone  about  ten  minutes  or  a  quarter  of  an  hotrn 
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During  the  time  he  was  gone»  Probert  said  to  me^  *  If 
this  is  the  case,  Hunt,  that  John  Thurtell  has  luur 
dered  the  man,  it  uill,  ultimatelyi  be  tlie  ruin  of  me 
and  my  family/ 

'^  After  this  conversation  was  over  between  me  and 
Probert,    John  Tiiurtell  returned,    saying  — '  This 

is  too  heavy  for  iiic;  and  if  you  won't  assist  me, 

I  shall   put  the  bridle  on  my  horse,  and  throw  the 
dead  man  across  his  back.'    lie  accordingly  {)ut  the 
bridle  on  his  horse  for  that  pur {)o<e.    Probert  and  me, 
while  lie  was  gone  the  second  tin^e,  went  into  the 
parlour,  and  he  said  to  me,  '  Hunt,  this  ]u\s  taken 
such  an  effect  on  me,  and  I  am  so  agitated,  that  I 
don't  know  what  to  do  V      He  said,  what  will  my 
wife  think  V  John  Thurtell  then  returned  to  us  in  the 
parlour,   and  said  to  Probert  and  myself,   *  I  have 
thrown  the  dead  man  into  your  fish-pond/     ^  Then, 
by ,  Sir,'  said   Probert,  *  I  insist  upon  your  im- 
mediately going  and   taking  him  away  otf  my  pre- 
mises, for  such  conduct  will  evidently  be  my  ruin/ 
Me  and    Probert,  and  John  Thurtell,  went  to  the 
pond,  where  we  saw  the  toes  of  a  man.   John  Thurtell 
then  got  a  line  or  rope,  and  threw  it  round  the  feet. 
then  dragged  it  to  the  centre  of  the  pond.     John 
Thtirtell  then  said  to  Probert,    '  Don't  give  your- 
self a  moment's  uneasiness,  the  man  shall  not  remain 
here  long — you  well  know,  Probert,  that  I  would  not 
do  any  thing  that  would  injure  you  or  your  family/ 
We  then  went  into  the  parlour;  John  Thurtell  threw 
himself  upon  some  chairs,  Probert  went  up   to  his 
wife,  I  believe ;  I  sat  in  an  arm-chair.     Next  morn- 
ing, after  breakfast,  Probert  said,    *  You  are  going 
to  town,'  to  me  and  John  Thurtell ;    *^  but   I  shall 
expect  you  will  return  to-mcrrow  (Sunday)  to  din- 
ner,' which  I  promised,  and  did.      Probert  said   to 
John  Thurtell,  ^  Mind  and  bring   a   piece  of  roast 
beef  witii  you,  or  we  shall  have  nothing  for  dinner/ 
We  then  left  the  cottage  and  went  to  London,     I 
eft  John  Thurtell  at  Mr.  Tetsell's,  the  Coach  and 
Horses,  witli  his  brother  Thomas. 


THE   OAMBLEH.  &£ 


*^  On  Sunday  morning  we  left  Mr.  Teteell's  in  a  gig, 
taking  with  us  a  piece  of  roast  beef  and  two  bottles  of 
rum.  John  Thurtell  said  to  me ,  when  we  got  as  far 
as  Tyburn,  '  My  brother  Tom  is  a-head  and  Thomas 
Jfoyes/  (Thomas  Noyes  is  the  brother-in-law  of 
Probert)  When  we  cot  to  the  bottom  of  Maida-hill 
we  took  up  Thomas  Ihurtell,  who  joined  us  for  the 
express  purpose  of  seeing  his  two  children,  that  iiad 
been  oa;ja  visit  to  Probert's.  When  we  had  tra- 
velled three  or  four  miles  from  Maida-hill,  we  met 
Thomas  Noyes.  John  Thurtell  got  out  of  the  gig, 
leaving  me  and  Thomas  Thurtell  together  in  it,  to 
make  the  best  of  our  way  to  the  cottage,  in  order  that 
Xbomas  Thurtell  might  put  Probert's  horse  into 
his  gig  to  fetch  Jpbn  Thurtell  and  Mr.  Noyes.  When 
yye  arrived  at  the  cottage,  tbe  horse  that  we  went 
down  with  was  taken  out  of  the  gig  and  Probert's 

SMt  in.  After  Thomas  Thurtell  was  gone  to  fetch 
fr.  Noyes  and  John  Thurtell,  Probert  said  to 
me^  '  I  have  not  had  a  moment's  peace  since  I  saw 
ypu  last,  in  consequence  of  that  man  lying  in  my 
pond.'  My  reply  was  '  I  am  sure  you  have  not  had 
a  more  restless  night  than  myself.'  Shortly  after  that 
T|iomas  an(^  John  Thurtell  and  Mr.  Noyes  arrived  at 
the  cottag%y, 

**  We  then,  I  mean  the  whole  four  of  us,  (Hunt, 
Thomas  and  John  Thurtell,  and  Noyes,)  walked 
across  a  ploughed  field  into  a  lane,  and  returned  to  the 
cottage.  W  hen  we  arrived  at  the  cottage,  there  was 
a  gentleman  whose  name  I  do  not  know,  but  I  believe 
him  to  be  the  gentleman  that  owns  the  estate,  came 
in. — Mr.  Noyes,  the  Thurtells,  and  myself,  walked 
about  the  grounds  till  we  were  called  in  by  one  of 
Thomas  Thurtell's  children  to  dinner.  After  dinner 
we  had  some  rum  and  water,  and  sat  for  the  space  of 
three  hoqrs,  and  then  had  tea.  After  tea  we  had 
some  more  rum  and  water,  and  then  we  went  to 
the  stable  to  see  the  horses.  We  then  had  supper. 
John  Thurtell,  myself,  Thomai  Noyes,  and  Pro- 
huft  9a(  up  till  about  half-past  one.    Probert  and 

e 
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Thomas  1  liurtell  then  went  to  bed,  leaving  me^  John 
Thurtell,  and  Noyes  up, 

*'  About  half  an  hour  after  they  were  gone  to  bed, 
Thoman  Noyes  followed,  leaving  John  ThurteH  and 
myself  in  the  parlour.  I  said  to  J.  Thurtell,  I  shall 
lay  down  on  the  sofa,  He  said  he  would  sit  up  and 
smoke.  I  left  him  smoking  by  the  fire^  with  his  back 
towards  me*  and  I  laid  down,  pulling  my  great  coat 
over  me.  About  half-past  six  in  the  morning  the  ser- 
vant came  into  the  room.  J.  Thurtell  asked  if  the  boy 
Jem  was  up.  The  servant  said  '  No.'  During  this 
time,  Probcrt  came  down  stairs,  and  the  boy  fol- 
lowed. He  desired  the  boy  to  put  the  horse  in  his  own 
gig,  which  was  done  immediately,  and  Thomas  Thur- 
tell and  myself  came  to  town,  bringing  with  us  the  boy 
called  ^  Jem/  When  we  got  as  far  as  the  Bald  Face 
Stage,  we  breakfasted.  From  thence  we  went  to  Mr. 
Tetsell's,  where  Thomas  Thurtell  was  informed,  that 
the  bail  he  had  put  in  was  not  accepted.  About  half- 
past  eleven  I  called  at  my  mother's,  in  Cumberland- 
street,  New-road.  After  I  had  seen  her,  goinc  from 
the  New-road  toward  the  Yorkshire  Stingo,  1  met 
John  Thurtell,  Thomas  Noyes,  and  Miss  Noyes^  Ub 
sister.  John  Thurtell  aslied  me  if  the  bail  was  ac- 
cepted ?  I  said  *  No.'  lie  then  got  out  of  the  gig, 
and  T.  Noyes  and  his  sister  drove  away.  I  and  John 
Thurtell  walked  to  Mr.  Tetsell's.  T.  'J'hurtell  asked 
me  if  I  would  return  on  that  day  and  inform  Pro- 
bert  that  his  bail  had  been  refused^  to  which  I  con- 
sented ;  about  half-past  four  I  started ;  us  I  was  going 
along,  John  Thurtell  came  to  the  end  of  the  street  to 
me,  and  said,  •  If  you  arc  going  to  Probert*s  I  may 
as  uxll  go  with  you,  and  get  tiiat  man  away/  (mean- 
in}^  the  man  that  was  left  in  the  pond).  I  said,  *  If 
you  are  going  upon  that  business,  don't  expect  me  to 
aid  or  assist  in  any  way/  We  came  and  stopped 
at  this  house;  and  went  to  Probert*s.  I  informed 
I^rohcrt,  in  il.c  pre^^encc  of  his  wife,  that  Thomas 
Thurtell  had  requested  mc  to  come  down,  as  that 
evening,  to  Vnow  whether  he  could  appoint  any  otfaor 
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person  to  become  bail  ?  Probert  said  it  was  useless 
for  him  to  write,  for  that  he  would  be  up  in  town  us 
early  as  possible  the  foliowin<r  morning;  we.  then  had 
part  of  a  cold  duck  and  some  ale.  J.  Thurtcll  then 
called  Probert  out ;  Probert  was  absent  about  ten 
on'nutes,  and  then  returned  by  himself:  shortiv  after 
that,  J.  Thurtell  asked  me  and  Probert  if  we  would 
put  his  boi'se  in  the  gig,  and  t:^ke  it  round  to  the  se- 
cond gate  ?  We  put  the  horse  to,  and  diii  so.  John 
Thurtell  then  came  across  a  small  field,  with  a  dcau 
man  in  a  sack,  with  his  legs  hanging  out;  he  then 
asked  Probert  to  assist  him  to  put  the  dead  body  in 
the  chaise,  which  Probert  refused  to  do ;  Probert  un- 
mediately  ran  away,  and  said  I  cannot  stop  any  longer, 
my  wife  will  think  it  very  strange ;  1)0  then  asked  me 
to  assibt  him ;  I  refused,  saying,  the  sight  of  a  dead 
man  was  quite  enough,  witliout  touching  it.  John 
Thurtell  then  put  the  corpse  in  the  chaise,  and  tied 
the  feet  to  the  dashing  iron  ;  he  asked  me  if  I  would 
get  into  the  gig,  but  1  declined,  and  told  him  that  I 
would  walk  on,  and  he  would  overtake  me  ;  when  I 
got  within  a  short  distance  of  this  house,  Jolm  Thur- 
tell told  me  that  he  had  thrown  the  corpse  into  that 
marshy  pond  I  had  just  passed.  I  then  got  into  the 
gig,  and  left  John  Thurtell  about  two  o'clock  that 
morning,  at  the  house  where  he  then  lodged,  and  went 
home  myself  innnediatcly.  That,  gentlemen,  is  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  I  have  to  give  to-night." 

Hunt,  at  a  subsequent  period,  communicated  the 
following  particulars: — *' On  the  return  of  Thurtell, 
after  the  body  was  removed  from  the  lane,  and  sunk 
in  Probert's  pond,  Thurtell  produced  ihe  rtadtr  (the 
flash  terra  for  note-case),  out  of  w  hich  he  took  three 
five  pound  notes,  and  also  a  purse,  frou)  which  he 
took  four  sovereigns,  lie  gave  Probert  and  myself 
six  pounds  each,  as  our  share  of  the  property  found ; 
he  then  burnt  the  note-case  and  the  purse ;  he  also 
burnt  a  betting-book — a  red  one.  At  the  request  of 
John  Thurtell,  I  purchased  in  Hind -street,  Blooms- 
bury,  a  sack  and  some  cord,  which  went  down  in 
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Thurteirs  chaise.  Further  J.  Thurtell  told  me,  wlien 
describing  the  manner  in  which  he  had  tackled  with 
Mr.  Weare,  that  at  one  time  he  had  nearly  mastered 
him,  and  got  above  him,  upon  which  he  took  out  his 
knife  and  cut  his  throat.  The  blood  of  Mr.  Weare 
in  consequence  came  on  his  face  and  into  his  mouth 
in  such  quantities  that  he  was  nearly  choked.  It  was 
in  consequence  of  this^  that  he  was  seized  with  sick- 
ness at  supper,  and  could  not  eat  any  pork.  After 
he  cut  Mr.  Weare's  throat,  the  unfortunate  gentle- 
man's strength  failed,  and  he  threw  him  off.  He  then 
took  his  own  shawl,  and  wrapped  it  round  the  neck 
of  the  corpse,  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood." 

This  shawl  was  found  round  the  neck  of  the  de- 
ceased  when  he  was  taken  out  of  the  pond. 

Corontr. — Now,  Mr.  Hunt,  I  will  ask  you  a  few 
questions  arising  out  of  your  statements,  which  I  think 
I  iiave  a  just  right  to  do«  I  do  not  observe  that  you 
stated  that  any  property  was  divided  between  you  ? 

Hunt. — There  ivas  six  pounds  given  to  me,  which  I 
considered  as  paying  me  for  my  professional  duties* 

What  professional  duties  ?  I  was  taken  down  there 
to  sing  to  Probert  and  his  company. 

Who  gave  you  this  sum  ?    John  Thurtell. 

Did  he  give  money  to  any  one  eke  ?  He  g^ve  the 
same  sum  to  Probert. 

Was  any  agreement  made  with  you  by  Probert,  be- 
fore you  went  out  of  town ;  did  you  go  down  to  the 
cottage  for  the  purpose  of  singing?  Yes,  Sir,  cer- 
tainlv. 

Where  was  this  agreement  entered  into  ?  It  was 
talked  of  when  we  were  at  Mr.  Tctsells,  at  the  Coach 
and  Horses.  Myself  and  John  Thurtell  and  Probert 
were  present. 

Did  you  observe  Probert  lend  John  Thurtell  any 
money  that  afternoon?     No,  Sir. 

Then  when  Probert  asked  you  to  go  down  to  the 
cottage,  you  considered  you  were  going  doM'n  for  tb6 
purpose  of  singing?     Certainly. 

Did  you  sing  ?     Yes,  Sir. 
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To  whom  ?  To  Mrs.  Pit)bert,  her  riater,  Thomas 
and  John  Tbartell^  and  Mr.  NoyM^ 

Were  Probert  and  John  Thortell  in  the  room  r 
Yes,  Sir. 

What  day  was  this  ?  This  was  oti  the  Friday  night, 
or  more  pro|)erly  speaking,  early  on  the  Satianday 
morning.     It  was  after  twelve. 

Was  that  after  John  Thurtell  came  into  the  room 
and  informed  you  and  Probert  that  the  murder  had 
been  committed  ?    Yes. 

Did  you  hear  John  Thurtell  say  he  kept  six  pounds 
for  himself?     No,  Sir. 

Then  after  John  Thurtell  had  caHed  you  and  Pro- 
bert out,  and  told  you  of  the  diabolical  deed,  you  re^ 
turned  quietly  to  sing  in  the  parlour  ?    Yes,  Sir. 

How  long  were  you  absent  ?    About  ten  minutes. 

You  did  not  say  any  thing  in  your  statement  to-day 
of  your  being  employed  to  sing?     No,  I  did  not; 

Did  yon  not  go  out  with  a  lantern  ?     No. 

Did  Probert  go  out  with  a  lantern  ?  Not  to  my 
knowledge.  I  never  saw  any  lantern,  with  the  ex^ 
ception  of  that  in  the  stable. 

Who  was  in  the  stable  ?  The  boy  cleaning  the  horses. 

And  no  further  conversation  passed  about  the  mur- 
der? None  whatever.  I  was  introduced  to  Mrs. 
Probert,  she  knew  very  well  on  what  business  I  had 
come  down. 

You  were  fully  aware  of  the  murder  ?  I  was  not 
fully  aware  of  it.     I  was  told  of  it  by  John  Thurtell. 

You  saw  the  watch  ?  Yes,  and  I  thought  that  was 
suspicious. 

In  the  prttence  of  John  Thurtell,  Probert,  &c.,  and 
after  the  former  had  told  you  he  had  murdered  this 
unfortunate  person,  you  amused  yourself  singing? 
y<?s.  Sir. 

And  you  made  yoUl^lves  merry  during  the  even- 
ing?   Yes,  Sir. 

And  you  considered  th^t .  the  six  potinds  you  re- 
ceived was  For  your  exertions  on  this  evMing?  I  wts 
there  c/a  the  Sunday.  ^^ 
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Did  you  consider  that  you  received  the  six  pounds 
for  no  other  reason  ?     No,  certainly  not. 

Vou  have  stated  that  you  saw  the  pistols  bought 
After  lie  bought  them,  did  nothing  pass  between  yoa 
and  hinir     Nothing  whatever. 

Do  you  know  where  the  sack  was  bought?  '  Yet. 

Who  bought  It?     I  did. 

Do  you  know  where  the  cord  was  bought  ?     Yes. 

Who  bought  it?     I  did. 

Where  did  you  buy  the  sack  ?  In  Broad-street, 
Bloomsbury. 

Alter  you  bought  the  sack,  what  did  you  do  wit& 
it  ?  I  took  it  to  John  Thurtell.  He  said  it  was  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  game  in. 

The  cord,  what  was  that  for?  I  am  sure  I  cau'f 
tell  you,  to  tie  up  the  game,  I  suppose. 

Did  vou  see  him  start  ?     Yes,  Sir. 

Where  from  ?    The  Coach  and  Horses. 

Where  did  he  say  he  was  going  tor  He  said  a 
gentleman  was  to  meet  him,  but  he  did  uot  say  where 
he  was  going  to. 

Did  lie  say  any  thing  about  Mr.  Probert's  house  at 
the  time?     No. 

You  received  the  six  pounds  from  John  Thurtell? 
Yea. 

Where  did  he  take  it  from  ."     From  a  pocket-book. 

Were  you  going  away  after  you  got  the  six  pounds, 
and  finished  your  professional  labours  ?  No,  Sir ;  it 
was  too  late  an  hour.  It  was  one  or  two  in  tiie 
moniini;.  It  was  after  Mrs.  Probert  had  ^one  to  bed. 

He  did  not  take  the  money  from  his  pocket?  No; 
it  was  from  a  &ort  of  note  case.  He  paid  Probert 
with  a  iivc  pound  note  and  a  sovereign. 

Do  you  know  what  he  gave  Probert  money  for? 
No,  Sir ;   I  do  not. 

Was  there  any  observation  made  by  John  Thurtdl 
when  he  paid  this  money  ?     No. 

Noticing  respecting  the  murder  ?  Nothing  passed 
the  whole  of  tlie  evening  about  that  business. 

You  were  all  extremely  cheerful  ?     Yes,  Sir. 
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Did  you  sec  a  purse  ?  John  Thurtell  irad  a  brown 
silk  purse,  as  well  as  tiie  small  note  case. 

What  did  he  do  with  the  note  case  ?  Ue  threw  it 
in  the  fire. 

What  did  he  do  with  the  purse  ?  Ue  threw  that 
in  the  fire  also. 

Did  you  see  any  papers  put. in  the  fire  ?  There  was 
a  little  betting  book  put  in  the  fire. 

There  was  nothing  of  this  in  your  statement  to  us  ? 
No,  Sir. 

Were  the  six  pounds  given  to  you  and  Probert  as 
your  shares  of  the  money  found  ?     Yes,  Sir,  it  was. 

What  passed  ?     I  do  not  recollect. 

Where  did  you  hire  the  horse?  At  Probatt's  at 
the  Golden  Cross-yard ;  no  relation  to  the  prisoner 
Probert. 

Do  you  know  where  the  cloUies  of  the  deceased 
were  put  I  Not  of  my  own  knowledge ;  I  wish  I 
did  ;  but  I  considered  near  the  pond. 

Had  he  any  clothes  on }  No,  Sir,  they  were  cut 
off.  The  clothes  were  taken  off,  for  he  was  naked 
when  he  was  brought  into  the  lane  and  put  into  the 

g'g- 

Then  you  do  not  know  from  your  own  knowledge, 

or  from  information,  what  became  of  the  deceased's 

clothes  ?     I  have  not  the  slightest  knowledge. 

Had  you  ever  any  of  the  clothes  of  the  deceased  on 
your  own  back  ?     Never. 

What  became  of  them  after  he  was  dead  ?  That  I 
don*t  know. 

How  do  you  know  they  were  cut  off?  Because  I 
was  told  so  by  John  Tfiurtell. 

On  Sunday  evening  had  you  any  other  person'^ 
clothes  on  except  your  own  ?  .  On  Sunday  evening  I 
had  a  suit  of  black  clothes  on  of  John  Thurtell*s. 

For  what  purpose  did  you  exchange  your  dress  r 
As  it  was  Sunday  I  wished  to  appear  deceat  and 
respectable. 

What  dress  had  John  Thurtell  on?  A  Uue  coat» 
light  waistcoat,  light  small  clothes  auG  gaiters. 


Wbef^  did  ypu  change  your  clothes  ?  In  a  iitfl^ 
room  by  Mr.  Probert's  bed-room. 

Were  you  given  to  understand  the  clothes  you  piit 
on  in  Probert*s  house  oa  the  Sunday  were  the  MCh^ 
perty  pf  the  murdered  man  ?  Why,  yes,  J  havei'sijxf 
been  given  to  understand  so^  for  I  told  th(^  offiqer 
where  to  find  them.  / .         \ 

When  did  you  g^ve  the  iqfprni^Uon  ?  When  t  ^ras 
at  Watford.  .  T    - 

After  yotf  were  in  custody  ?  i  es^  on  Wedi)esdaj 
last. 

Had. you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  property 
bcioDued  to  John  Thurlell  l     Yes. 

Did  you  go  up  witli  John  Thurtell  when  he  went  to 
London?    Yes, -Sir. 

Was  there  not  a  carpet  bag  pul  fn  the  gig ! 
When  we  left  Prqbert's,  there  was  a  carpet  bag  piit 
into  the  gig,  and  a  box  coat,  and  a  gun  and  a  powder 
horn,  with  a  shooting  jacket. 

Were  there  {iny  oUier  things  in  the  gi^  when  he  feft 
the  Coach  and  Horses,  on  the  Friday  night  ?   No,  Sir. 

If  you  did  not  kqow  what  tliese  things  were,  hovr 
did  you  know  how  to  give  a  description  of  them'  \^]^i 
you  ordered  them  to  be  given  up?  I  did  not  say  I 
had  not  seen  theni.  ' 

Then  you  knew  tlie  contents  of  the  carpet  bagt 
Yes,  Joha  Thurtell  sorted  them  up,  and  put  theni  into 
my  drawers,  and  desired  tliem  to  be  taken  care  of. 
The  bag  was  left  in  the  gig  all  night,  and  was  brought 
to.  my  house  in  the  morning.  I  and  John  Thurtell 
walked  on  Saturday  morning  through  a  ploughed  fi^ld, 
and  broke  through,  a  hedge  into  a  lane  ;  it  was  not^so 
late  as  seven  o'clock.  We  saw  two  meu  in  the  \kne, 
to  whom  John  Thurtell  ^^d,  he  had  lost  a  handlusr* 
chief  and  a  knife:  the  laoe  was  a  quarter  of  a  inile 
from  Probert  s  house ;  after  leaving  the  lane  we  went 
to  .breakfast;  X  saw  no  hand  kerchief ;  I  did  not 
tponjic  my  clothes,  but  I  brushed  John  Thurteirs 
diiil^i,  ur  Iii4  ri-qfiicht;  I  took  a  spade  down  in  tho 
i'hui&e  ^ith  me;  1  was  requested  to  do  so.  but  doa't 
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lutow  for  what  purpose.  Thomas  Tburtdl  threw  't 
over  a  hedge  near  the  gate,  where  the  body  was 
brought  ouf  by  him  naked ;  I  did  not  see  it  used :  I 
supposfi  to  H^aa  brought  for  Probert's  U9e. 

What  is  become  of  the  box  coat  1  It  ought  to  have 
been  found  at  my  lodgings  by  the  officer,  and  also  a 
backgammon  board,  which  was  left  ttiej'e. 

Were  you  and  Johii  ThorteU  down  a  lane  near 
Probert*s  house  on  Friday  night  I  No,  I  was  not ; 
we  walked  on  Saturday  morning  through  a  ploughed 
field,  and  broke  through  a  hedge  into  a  lane. 

What  time  was  this?    Not  so  late  as  eight  o clock. 

Did  you  see  two  men  in  the  lane?  Yes;  John 
Thiirtell  spoke  to  one  of  them. 

What  did  he  say  to  the  man?  lie  said  he  had 
lost  a  handkerchief  and  a  knife  in  the  Line. 

l^low  far  was  this  from  Probert's  house  ?  About  a 
quarter  of  a  mile 

liad  yt)U  and  John  Thurtell  been  l(k)king  about  the 
lane  for  the  knife,  &c.  for  some  time  previously  to  his 
speaking  to  .the  man  I  No ;  1  didn^t  know  that  he  had 
lost  u  knife  till  he  spoke  to  the  man. 

Were  you  in  that  lune  at  any  other  time^  w'idi  John 
Tluirtell,  after  the  murder?     No. 

Have  you  told  all  the  conversation  that  has  taken 
place  l>etween  yuu  ond  John  Thurtell  in  the  parlour 
oi  Pnjbert  on  tlio  night  of  tlic  murder*  and  elsewliere 
since  the  murder?     Every  woni  that  I  lecollect. 

Did  J olin. Thurtell  not  say  to  you  before  he  went 
with  you  down  the  lane,  what  he  was  going  to  look 
for?     No,  he  did  not. 

Where  did  you  go  after  you  left  the  lane?  To 
breakfast  at  Probert's. 

By  a  Juror. — Wiiat  did  Jotm  Thurtell  say  that  be 
was  |!oing  to  do,  when  he  left  you  fur  a  quarter  of  an 
liour  on  tlie  night  of  the  muitier  ?  He  did  not  say 
wfaiorc  or  what  he  was  going  to  do ;  \yb  merely  aaked 
mc  to  wait  there  till  he  returned,  and  I  did  so. 

Was  the  sack  yon  bought  in  St.  Giles's  the  one  the 
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tKxIy  of  Mr.  Weare  was  put  in  after  hb  nnHrdw  bj 
John  Thurtcll  ?   I  presume  it  wa&» 

Coroner. — What  did  Thurtell  mean  when  he  mid 

That  is  your  share  of  the  money  found;*'  when 

wus  it  found  ?    I  can't  say,  I  was  not  present  when  it 

was  fuund ;  I  was  not  very  compos-  menfit  on  that 

nijrht. 

Wi)en  vou  went  down  the  lane  with  John  Thartdl. 
you  returned  with  a  handkerchief?  No,  I  saw  no 
handkerchief. 

Did  you  see  a  large  piece  of  sponge  at  Probert'a! 
Yes,  I  did  ;  it  belonged  to  John  Thurtell ;  he  bought 
it,  I  suppose  ;  I  saw  it  in  the  pail  in  the  stable. 

Did  you  not  sponge  some  clothes  ?  No  ;  I  brushed 
John Thurtells  clothes. 

Bj/  a  Juror. — When  you  came  down  to  Probert't 
on  Friday  you  wore  black  whiskers  and  mustachiosf 
Yes. 

What  hus  become  of  them  ?  Why,  you  must  see 
that  they  are  cut  off? 

Why  did  you  cut  them  off?  I  have  a  bard  beard* 
and  cut  them  off  for  my  own  pleasure. 

Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  cutting  off  your  beard 
and  whiskers  ?    Yes,  I  have. 

Where  did  you  cut  them  off?  At  my  lodgings  in 
London,  prior  to  my  apprehension. 

Coroner.  Have  you  any  objection  to  sign  this  as 
your  voluntary  statement?   None  whatever. 

Hunt  then  signed  the  statement  which  he  had  given, 
and  retired. 

During  the  whole  of  the  above  extraordinary  detail, 
Hunt  was  as  cool  and  collected  as  possible ;  he  nei^ 
chwged  countenance,  and  while  every  one  shuddered 
with-'horror  at  his  dreadful  narration,  he  betrayed  not 
the  least  emotion.  After  the  examination  was  over, 
the  handcuffs  wore  put  on  him ;  and  having  thick 
wrists,  as  they  were  being  screwed  on  by  the  gaoler,  he 
cried  out,  '*  Curse  it,  don't  torture  me--<lon't  put  mm 
in  purgatory  ;*'  and  appeared  very  angry. 
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Pfobert  was  then  brought  bandcufiad  into  the  room, 
and  die  Coroner  said,  that  as  ilant  had  made  a  state- 
ment, he  would  be  allowed  also  to  make  any  confes* 
sioD  he  might  think  proper  to  the  Jury ;  but  at  the 
^  same  time  he  (the  Coroner)  thought  proper  to  inform 
him  that  no  promise  was  made,  or  threat  used,  on  his 
part,  to  dicit  any  thing  from  him. 

Probcrt. — Have  you  received  a  note  I  sent  to  you 
by  Drayton,  the  officer,  three  hours  ago  ?    No. 

Drayton  then  produced  the  note  to  the  Coroner, 
who  read  it. 

Coroner.— -I  now  repeat,  that  you  may  make  any 
statement  you  think  proper,  but  you  will  not  expect 
any  favour  from  so  doing. 

Probert.-^  I  am  ready  to  make  a  statement  of  what 
I  know  of  the  transaction. 

Coroner. — ^You  do  it  at  your  own  responsibility. 

Probert. — I  shall  speak  the  truth. 

The  handcuffs  were  then  taken  off  him,  and  he  pro- 
ceeded. 

PROBERrS  STATEMENT. 

On  Friday  afternoon  I  dined  at  Mr.  TetselFs,  the 
Coach  and  Horses,  Conduit-street,  with  the  two  Thur- 
tells.  Hunt,  Mr.  Noyes,  and  one  or  two  more  gentle- 
men, whose  names  I  do  not  recollect.  John  Thurtell 
asked  me  to  lend  him  five  or  six  pounds ;  I  borrowed 
five  pounds  of  Mr.  Tetsdl,  and  Mr.  Tetsell  gave  the 
five  pounds  to  John  Thurtell ;  I  also  gave  Hunt  one 
pound  for  John  Thurtell,  whichmade  six  pounds.  I 
think  about  six  o'clock  I  left  to  come  down  to  Aldeii- 
ham  to  my  house.  Thurtell  asked  me  if  I  would  drive 
Hunt  to  my  home ;  if  not,  he  said  he  would  hire  a 
horse  for  him :  I  said,  that  as  I  was  going  home,  I 
would  drive  him.  Jolm  Thurtell  said,  *  I  am  coming 
tD  spend  the  day  with  you,  and  shall  bring  a  friend 
irith  itie ;'  I  said,  *  Very  well ;  and  I  should  be  happy 
taaee.  them.'  I  then  left  Mr.  Tetselfs,  and  came  with 
Htfnt  to  the  Baldfaced  Stag  in  the  Kdgeware-road ; 
Hunt  said,   '  I  must  not  go  in  there,  as  I  have  not 

f  Si 
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returned  the  two  horse-cloths  I  borrowed,*  He  irolkcd 
on  to  Mr.  Clarke's,  the  tavern-keeper,  which  is  near 
the  Edgeware  turnpike,  where  I  stopped  anct  tuok 
him  up,  and  drove  him  very  near  to  Mr.  Piiiiitiiiorc'tf 
\odffii  and  Hunt  then  said,  *  I  must  wait  here  -liU 
'J'hurtell  joins  me,  according  to  appointment.' 

C'orowcr.— Did  you  not  call  on  the  way  at  this 
house  ? 

ProherL — I  beg  pardon ;  yes,  I  drove  Hunt  to  this 
liouse,  and  we  drank  several  glasses  of  brandy  and 
water,  and  remained  here  about  an  hour,  we  left  this 
house  stbout  nine  o'clock ;  I  went  from  here  to  Mr. 
Piiillimore*s  I^ge,  and  Hunt  got  out  and  82iid|  *  I 
must  wait  here  for  John  Tburtell,  and  you  mayf;o 
on.'  I  went  on  till  I  was  within  one  hundred  yards 
of  my  house,  and  then  I  met  John  Thurtell.  He  said, 
'  Where  is  Hunt  ?*  I  said  I  had  left  him  on  the  road 
wai(in«:  for  you.  He  said,  *  You  must  turn  l)ack  then, 
and  frtch  him,  for  I  have  killed  my  friend,  and  I  don*t 
want  him.'  I  said,  '  Good  God,  I  hoi>e  you  have 
not  killed  any  person ;'  he  replied,  '  I  have,  and  now  1 
am  ha|)|>y,  for  he  has  robbed  me  of  several  hundreds/ 
1  then  returned  with  Hunt,  and  at  my  gates  Hunt 
said  to  John  Thurtell,  ^  Where  could  you  pass  me  r* 
John  Thurtell  replied, '  It  don't  matter  where  I  pas^scd 
you,  for  I  have  done  ihe  trick.'  I  said,  '  for  God's 
sake*  who  is  the  man  vou  have  killed  Y  John  Thurtell 
said,  '  It  don't  matter  to  you,  you  don*t  know  his  name 
and  never  saw  him,  and  if  you  ever  say  a  single  word 
about  him,  by  G — d  vou  shall  share- the  same  fate,  for 
Joe  and  I  (meaning  Hunt  and  John  Thurtell)  meant 
to  have  had  your  brother-in-law  that  is  to  Ik:  the  other 
day  (Mr.  Wood),  only  that  he  run  so  fast  u  hen  he  srw 
the  house,  and  esca|)e(i ,'  lie  also  said,  '  I  have  more 
to  kill,  and  you  will  be  one  of  them  if  you  don*t  do 
what  is  right.'.  We  then  went  into  my  parlour,  and  liad 
something  to  eat  and  drink  ;  afterwards  John  Thurtell 
pulled  a  pur>e  out  of  his  pocket,  and  said,  '  this  is  all 
I  have  ^ot  for  what  I  have  done.'  How  much  was 
in  the  purse  I  do  not  know:    A  gun  and  a  ^vatch  ho 
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also  produced,  and  several  papers.  John  Thurtell  and 
Hunt  both  exHtnintd  the  pa|)crs,  and  handed  tlicni  from 
one  to  the  other,  and  attcnvunis  tlircw  them  into  the 
fire.  I  bad  occasion  then  to  go  up  htuirs  to  Mrs*.  Piu- 
bert,  and  I  did  not  see  any  tiling  luurc  of  the  papers. 
John  Thurtell  said,  *  Now  we  fuust  go  und  fetcli  the 
body,  and  throw  it  into  your  pond.'  I  said  '  that  you 
never  shall  do.'  lie  ^^uid,  '  you  must  do  as  I  tell  you, 
and  I  will  come  and  fetcli  it  awav  to-morrow.  John 
Thurtell  and  Hunt  then  went  and  fetched  the  body, 
and  threw  it  into  my  pond.  I  saw  them  ihrow  it  in. 
John  Tburtiil  after  tlmt  produced  a  note  case  made 
of  silk  or  stuff,  and  took  out  of  it  three  five  |)ouud 
notes,  and  said  to  me  There  is  the  six  pounds  1  bor- 
rowed of  you  yesterday,*  and  he  gave  me  a  five  pound 
note  and  a  sovereign.  I  am  positive  he  said  on  giving 
me  the  money,  here  is  the  six  pounds  I  borrowed  of 
you  yesterday,  for  i^luch  you  are  answerable  to  Mr. 
Tetsell/  That  is  all  the  money  I  saw,  though  there 
were  some  sovereigns  in  the  |)urse.  I  believe  in  the 
course  of  half  an  hour  I  \>ent  to  ImkI  ;  I  left  both 
Hunt  and  Thurtell  in  the  parlour,  with  a  bottle  of 
brandy  on  the  table.  Mrs.  Probert  and  Miss  Noyes 
had  then  gone  to  bed  an  hour  and  a  half.  Mrs.  Pro- 
bert pressed  them  (Hunt  nnd  John  I'hurteli)  to  go  to 
bed  hflif  an  hour  before  .she  went  to  betl,  and  she  said 
Miss  Noyes  would  sleep  with  Thonias  Thurtelfs  two 
children.  One  of  them  replied,  *  We  have  got  a  good 
deal  of  night  work  to  do,  and  want  to  use  ourselves 
to  it.'  When  I  went  to  bed,  I  thought  my  wife  had 
been  in  bed  at  lea^t  an  hour  and  a  half;  u$  I  entered 
tlie  room  she  was  not  undressed ;  she  was  crying ; 
and  she  {>aid,  '  For  GckI's  sake,  what  i.s  it  that  Air. 
Hunt  and  Mr.  Thurtell  and  yon  are  doing  up?  If  I 
knew,  I  would  inform  against  you.'  This  was  about 
one  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  said,  *  My  dear,  I 
am  doing  notbii^  that  will  hurt  me ;  I  am  not  guilty 
of  any  thing.*  We  botii  then  went  to  bed,  amd  I 
think  I  lay  till  past  nine  on  the  Saturday  morning, 
hut  not  an  hour  did  I  sleep  the  whole  of  the  nighty 
nor  did  Mrs.  Probert,  for  she  was  fretting  all  night 
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I  did  not  tell  Mrs.  Probert  any  thing  about  the 
murder ;  I  said  to  her,  that  I  had  done  nothing  that 
u'ouid  injure  me.  When  I  came  down  to  breakfast, 
I  found  Hunt  and  John  Thurtell  standing  up  in  my 
parlour,  and  the  cloth  laid  for  breakfast     About  ten 

0  clock  my  boy  put  my  horse  to  the  chaise,  and  they 
left  my  house  about  half-past  ten.  The  boy  put 
the  gun  in  the  chaise,  and  one  or  two  bundles  of 
clothes  tied  up  in  handkerchiefs,  and  a  striped  carpet 
bag  with  a  padlock ;  I  can't  say  if  it  was  locked  up ; 

1  can't  say  who  these  things  belonged  to ;  I  suspected 
they  belonged  to  the  deceased,  but  was  not  certain. 
As  they  went  out  of  the  yard,  they  said,  '  We  shall 
come  down  and  dine  with  you  to-morrow,  and  bring 
Thomas  Thurtell  and  Noyes  most  likely.'  They  au 
four,  John  and  Thomas  Thurtell,  Hunt,  and  Mr. 
Noyes,  came  down  next  day  as  we  were  sitting  down 
to  dinner.  John  Thurtell  and  Hunt  both  observed 
that  I  did  not  eat  two  mouthsfull.  John  Thurtell 
said,  *  You  will  never  do  for  a  Turpin.*  This  was 
said  before  Mrs.  Probert  and  Miss  NoyeS|  who  did 
not  know  what  it  meant. 

Coroner. — They  must  have  known  what  was  meant; 
Turpin  was  a  notorious  highwayman  and  murderer, 
and  what  John  Thurtell  meant  was  obvious. 

Probert  continued.  After  dinner  we  walked  in  the 
garden ;  John  Thurtell,  pointing  to  Hunt,  said,  '  See 
how  my  Joseph  is  dressed  up  to-day,  don't  he  cut  a 
good  figure?'  He  meant  by  this  that  Hunt  watf 
dressed  in  good  clothes.  He  bad  on  a  buff  waistcoat, 
and  a  black  handkerchief;  they  were  the  deceased's 
clothes  I  was  told.  I  said  to  Hunt,  *  if  they  are  the 
deceased's  clothes,  good  God!  how  can  you  we^r 
thcmr*  Hunt  said,  *  what  is  that  to  you  whose 
clothes  they  are?  they  are  not  your's.*  This  was  on 
the  Sunday  after  the  niurder. 

Coroner. — I  advise  you,  though  I  am  not  bound  to 
sit  here  to  (live  advice,  that  you  should  not  say  any 
more,  for  what  you  say  of  occurrences  after  this  can 
only  injure  you. 

Proberi. — I  thank  you.  Sir;  I  will  only  say,  that 
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,1  am  not  the  murdarer,  and  I  declare  solemnly  before 
,llQy  God  and  Saviour  that  I  never  knew  the  man, 
Qt-9%w  biuip  nor  even  knew  the  name  of  the  man,  or 
-tbit  be  was  coming  down  from  I^ndon ;  God  AU 
Aljgbty  knows  I  am  not  guilty  of  this  horrid  murder. 
Z  kxufw  of  John  Tburtell  coming  down,  and,  as  he 
wid  to  me,  with  a  gentleman,  but  I  did  not  know 
.who  the  person  was;  he  said  they  should  shoot  on 
Lord  Essex's  estate. 

Coroner. — I  have  one  question  or  two  to  ask.  Did 
you  take  part  of  the  deceased's  money?      No,  I  did 

DQt. 

Did  you  see  the  deceased's  clothes  taken  out  of 
your  bouse?  No,  my  boy  put  the  gun  into  the 
cbaisa 

Did  Hui)t  come  down  to  sing  professionally?    No. 

Did  he  sing  on  tl^  Friday  niglit,  after  you  had  been 
informed  of  the  murder,  in  your  parlour  ?  I  ratlier 
think  be  did  sing  one  song,  but  I  cannot  swear. 

Did  Hunt  receive  any  money  from  John  Tburtell 
OD  that  night?    I  think  he  did,  but  I  am  not  positive. 

Did  you  order  John  Tburtell  to  bring  you  a  new 
spade  down  froui  London  ?    Never. 

Did  you  ever  see  a  spade  tliat  he  brought  down  ? 
Yes,  1  found  one  on  my  grounds  after  the  muixler. 

By  a  Juror. — ^You  called  at  this  house  on  the  Fri- 
day night  with  Hunt  about  the  time  of  the  murder  ? 
Yes,  I  did. 

You  said  to  the  landlord  that  Hunt  was  a  good 
8in«rr    Yes,  1  did. 

Were  you  both  inebriated?  A  little. — He  then 
withdrew. 

Mr.  Noel  said,  tliat  the  confession  of  Hunt  was 
disproved  in  many  important  parts;  that  lie  had 
grossly  prevaricated ;  and  though  he  had  been  adaiit- 
ted  a  witness  for  the  crown  by  tlie  Magistrates,  yet 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench  had  the  power  by  law, 
upon  proof  of  such  confusion  being  false,  to  reject  it, 
and  put  the  man  upon  his  trial.  This  question  was 
however,  quite  distinct  from  the  present  inquiry. 
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The  Coroner  asked  if  a  gentleman  nanned  Woodi 
from  London,  was  in  the  room?  The  Coroiwr  was 
informed/that  he  had  waited  for  some  hours  to  g^c 
evidence,  but  sup[)osing,  from  the  length  of  time  oofca* 
pied  in  talcing  Hunt's  evidence,  that  the  inquiry  wouM 
not  terminate  that  night,  he  had  returned  in  a  chaise 
to  London.  One  of  the  Magistrates  regretted  the  dr- 
cnmstance,  as  his  evidence  would  have  developed  a 
most  atrocious  system,  which  had  been  planned  in 
London  for  a  series  of  murders. 

Foreman  of  the  Jury. — It  would  be  a  pity  if  this 
cold-blooded  villain  (Hunt)  should  escape  justice,  for, 
in  my  mind,  he  is  the  most  guilty  of  all ;  he  evidently 
assisted  in  planning  the  murder,  he  bought  the  sack 
in  which  the  victim  was  to  l)e  deposited  after  his  mur- 
der, and  also  the  spade  to  dig  his  grave»  and  the  cord 
to  tie  up  the  sack,  and  assist^  in  buying  the  pistols. 
I  consider  Probert  an  innocent  person  in  comparison 
with  Hunt.  The  manner  in  which  he  made  his  ^tate* 
mcnt  to  the  Juiy,  proves  him  to  be  the  niost  unfeeling, 
co'd-hcarted,  wretch  alive;  be  showed  no  signs  of 
con)punction  for  the  horrid  deed,  no  regret  that  lie 
had  assisted  in  the  murder  of  a  fellow-creature. 

The  Coroner  then  proceeded  to  deliver  the  following 

CHARGE  TO  THE  JURY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  such  a  body  of  evidence 
aflfccting  the  persons  who  are  in  custody,  chaiged  with 
the  crime  which  you  have,  with  such  extraordinary 
patience,  been  employed  for  the  lust  two  days  in  ftl- 
ve>tigating,  has  been  laid  before  you,  that  it  will  be 
quite  unnecessary,  in  my  opinion,  to  detain  you  long 
in  coinmentini;  u{x)n  the  facts  which  have  been  detail- 
ed ;  for  a  more  horrid,  more  cruel,  more  premeditated 
case  of  assassination  and  robbery,  1  think,  never  took 
place  in  this  or  any  other  c(Mltry.  Your  first  inquiry 
is  this — are  you  of  opinion  that  John  Thurteil  is  ri»e 
[H;rson  who  committed  the  murder?    Of  this  fact,  I' 
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think,  there  can  be  but  ohe  opinion.  The  second  in- 
quirv  is— wc re  Probcrt  and  tlunt  accessaries  before 
ihc  fact  ? 

Gtntlemcn,  I  will  oflcr  a  very  few  words  upon  the 
law  of  murder,  us  laid  down  by  the  n)Ost  eniincnt  au- 
thorities ;  I  shall  tuke  the  o|)purtuuity  of  staling  that  a 
coroner's  jury  cannot  lake  cognizance  of  a  party  uc- 
cu?cil  who  are  accei^sarics  aflcr  the  fact ;  you  must 
come  to  the  concIu>ion,  thai  Hunt  and  Probert  were 
accessaries  before  the  fact,  before  vou  ran  return  a 
verdict  of  murder  aiTain.<t  tlicuj ;  and  I  think  tliat  you, 
wishing,  as  you  evidently  ^ul^t  do,  to  put  these  p;irlieh  on 
their  several  trials,  will  not  be  long  in  coming  to  that 
conclusion.  It  is  not  necessarv  to  nrake  them  arces- 
varies  before  the  fact,  that  \\\c\'  should  be  on  tlie  spot, 
or  near  the  place  where  the  murder  was  couHiiitted,  at 
the  time  of  its  perpetration ;  it  is  enough  it"  they  have 
in  any  way  allied,  or  countenanced  the  connnis-aiun  of 
the  crinie. 

That  Hunt  premeditated  and  concerted  the  assassi- 
nation and  robbery  widi  John  Thurtell  cannot  be 
doubted  by  any  rational  and  thinking  pertofi.  ^^'hat 
could  have  been  his  object  in  purchasing  the  [>is!uls, 
sack,  cord,  and  s|)ade,  on  the  day  of  murder ;  and 
why  should  Hunt  have  been  set  down  ])v  I^obcrl, 
from  his  chaise,  near  Phillimorc  Lodge,  hut  for  ilic 
purpose  of  joining  John  Thurtell,  to  aid  him  in  mur- 
dering Mr.  Weare?  That  such  was  dieir  object,  Gen- 
tlemen, that  such  was  ihe  previous  agreement  ht^lwecn 
Hunt  and  John  Thurtell,  I  think  is  evident  from  the 
language  used  by  Hunt  and  John  Thurtell.  at  l*ro- 
bert's  gate,  direcdy  after  the  murder  was  committed  ; 
and  also  from  Hunt,  stating  to  Probcrt,  '  that  he  had 
to  wait  for  John  Thurtell  by  appointment.' 

The  language  used  at  Probert's  cottage  gate  is  this: 
—Hunt  said  to  J(ihn  Tliurtell,  *  \Vhere  could  vou 
pass  me?'  Thurtell  rty|lied,  '  It  non't  mailer  where 
I  passed  you ;  I  hav'^tlonc  tiu;  trick.*  What  was 
meant  by,  the  trie)*,  is  evident  enough ;  it  could  mean 
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nothing  else  but  the  murder  and  robbery  previously 
planned. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  what  are  the  facls  that  incul- 
pate Probert  in  tliis  foul  proceeding?  These,  Gentle- 
men, are  in  my  opinion  the  main  facts,  besides  many 
circumstances  of  less  prominence  in  the  plot  of  this 
lingular  drama.  First,  his  dining  with  the  party  in 
their  lodgings  in  London,  on  the  afternoon,  and  only 
a  few  hours  before  they  left  London  with  their  victim. 
In  the  next  place,  Probert  says,  in  his  statement  to 
you,  *  that  he  agreed  M-ith  John  Thurtell  to  bring 
Hunt  down  to  his  cottage;'  .but  instead  of  bringing 
him  down  to  the  cottage,  he  puts  him  down  from  the 
ctiaisc,  at  some  distance  from  it,  with  the  avowed 
purpose  of  waiting  for  John  Thurtell.  M'hy  should 
he  wait  for  John  Thurtell?  Was  it  possible  that  Pro- 
bert could  be  ignorant  of  the  intentions  of  the  party? 
Did  he  not  know  that  the  intention  of  Hunt  was  to 
assist  in  despatching  Wcare  ?  Is  it  possible  he  could 
be  ignorant  of  it  ?  I  think  not ;  and  1  think  I  am 
justified  in  that  opinion,  by  an  achnission  of  Probert's, 
which  I  have  a  right  to  take  advantage  of,  as  he 
made  it,  after  repeated  warnings,  given  by  me  and 
Mr.  Noel,  viz.,  that  Thurtell  said  to  him,  *  this  is  all 
I  got  by  the  job  ;'  after  which  he  receives  part  of  the 
money.  Hunt  also  stated  in  his  confession,  that  on 
Probert  receiving  the  6/.,  John  Thurtell  said,  *  This 
is  your  share  of  the  njoney  found.'  Found  where, 
Gentlemen?  found  on  the  \unn  for  whom  he  had 
*  just  done  the  job,'  as  he  had  previously  a&serted  to 
Probert. 

Gentlemen,  the  actual  spot  uherc  the  murder  waa 
committed,  I  think,  is  clearly  id^niillod.  The  place 
was  in  Gill's  Hill-lane  by  the  bide  of  the  hedge  which 
was  broken,  and  where  the  blood  was  found  in 
streams ;  in  the  ditch,  adjacent  to  which,  die  pistol 
and  knife  were  found  ;  and  I  tliink  it  very  likely, 
that  after  the  deceased  was  uAkiercd,  he  was  dragged 
by  his  murderer?,  through  the  hedge  into  the  ploughed 
field,  where  the  body  lay,  till  Hunt,  Probert,  and  John 
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ThuTtell,  left  the  collage  while  supper  was  being  pre- 

Bired  (as  is  sworn  to  by  Proberts  cook  and  his  boy, 
addis)  with  a  lantern,  when  they  no  doubt  re- 
moved it  to  Probert's  [)ond.  In  tact,  Gendemeiiy 
Probcrt  admits  that  he  saw  it  put  into  his  pond,  and 
tills  is  in  less  than  an  hour  after  the  man  was  mur- 
dered. 

Another  fact  I  will  Just  advert  to,  afTecting  Probert. 
It  is  this :  The  men  who  saw  John  Thurtell  and 
Hunt  in  the  lane>  looking  about  the  spot  where  tiie 
pistol  and  knife  were  found,  staled,  that  they  saw  a 
tall  man  conic  down  the  lane  after  Hunt  and  John 
Thurtell,  with  a  large  do^;  and  Probert^s  servants 
stated  that  Probert  was  in  the  habit  of  {loing  out  with 
his  dog,  and  I  draw  this  inference  from  that  fact,  that 
Probert's  object  in  going  down  the  lane  at  that  time 
in  the  morning  was  the  same  as  that  of  Hunt  and 
Thurtell,  tiz.^  to  recover  possession  of  die  lost  pistol 
and  knife  left  there  by  the  murderers.  That  it  was 
Hunt  who  accompanied  John  Thurtell  early  in  the 
morning  down  the  lane,  is  proved  by  the  witnesses 
stating  that  he  had  large  black  inustachios  and  whis- 
kei*s,  which  he  wore  at  that  time,  and  has  admitted 
he  since  shaved  them  off.  And  I  must  remark  that 
Hunt  went  too  far  when  he  stated,  "  that  the  clothes 
were  cut  off  the  dead  body,"  for  that  proves  that  he 
participated  in  its  removal,  which  is  further  confirmed 
by  the  fact  of  his  discovering  the  pond,  or  pit,  to 
which  he  states  that  John  ThurteH  removed  the  body, 
and  in  which  the  police  officers,  by  him  directed, 
found  it 

In  addition  tothcse  strong  circumstances,  all  tend- 
ing to  shew  that  Hunt,  John  Thurtell,  and  Probert 
were  participators  in  the  murder,  we  have  another 
fact  of  very  considlerable  importance— I  mean  the 
fact  of  the  bloody  shirt  and  handkerchief,  cut  off  the 
deceased's  body,  in  Probert's  yard,  after  the  body  was 
taken  out  of  the  pond,  being  found  under  a  heap  of 
dung  in  Proberf  s  stable.  From  the  whole  of  these 
facts,  developing  an  act  of  more  than  fiend -like  bar- 

o2 


44  MURDER  01   WS4RE, 

barity,  you  can  come  but  to  one  conclusion,  in  my 
mind,  that  John  Thurtell  is  a  principal  in  the  murder, 
and  that  Hunt  and  Probert  are  accessaries  before  the 
fact.  If  such  be  your  opinion,  you  will  say  so ;  and 
if  you  cannot  at  present  arrive  at  that  conclusion,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  me  to  read  through  the  whole 
of  the  body  of  evidence,  making  such  comments 
thereon  as  the  case  may  require. 

Juror. — If  we  should  be  of  opinion  that  Probert 
was  only  an  accessary  after  the  fact,  or,  in  other 
words,  that  he  did  not  know  of  the  murderous  inten- 
tion of  Hunt  and  John  Thurtell,  till  alter  the  deed 
was  done,  have  you  no  power  to  send  him  for  trial  ? 

Coroner, — I  cannot  commit  liim  under  the  Co- 
roners Inquest  without  you  find  that  he  was  an  ac- 
cessary before  the  fact,  though,  of  course,  the  magis- 
trates iiave  the  power  to  commit  him  for  trial. 

The  Jury  consulted  for  a  few  minutes,  and  re- 
turned a  verdict  of  WILFUL  MURDER  against 
JOHN  THURTELL,  as  a  principal,  and  against 
HUNT  and  PROBERT  as  Accessaries  before  the 
fact. 

The  verdict  being  recorded,  and  the  presentment 
signed  by  the  Jury,  warrants  were  issued  by  the  Co- 
roner to  commit  the  parties  to  take  their  trials  at  the 
next  Assizes  for  the  county  of  Hertford,  and  they 
were  conveyed  the  same  night  to  Hertford  Gaol.  Tiie 
evidence  was  read  over  to  the  different  witnesses,  and 
most  of  them  were  bound  over  to  appear  at  the  next 
Hertford  Assizes  to  give  evidence  against  the  two 
Thurtells  and  Probert  for  the  murder  of  Weare. 

After  the  verdict  was  returned,  the  Coroner  and  ma- 
gistrates assembled  gave  orders  to  Thomas  Thurtell 
to  be  brought  from  the  apartment  where  he  was  con- 
fined before  them.  He  was  brought  into  the  Jury-room 
in  handcuffs,  which  were  ordered  to  be  taken  off.  The 
Coroner  then  congratulated  him  that  he  was  not  incul- 
pated in  the  dreadful  transaction  that  had  alarmed  the 
whole  county. 
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Thomas  Thurtell,  who  has  an  impediment  in 
his  speech,  endeavoured  to  reply^  but,  for  some  tiniCt 
such  was  his  agitation,  he  could  not  give  utterance  to 
a  syllable.  At  last  he  said,  **  It  was  a  horrible  trans- 
action ;  but  I  thank  God  I  had  not  the  remotest  idea 
of  the  dreadful  intentions  of  my  brother  or  that  the 
murder  was  committed,  till  it  was  communicated  to 
me  after  my  apprehension. " 

The  county  magistrates  then  informed  hin),  that 
they  were  about  to  commit  him  to  the  county  gaol, 
upon  a  warrant  brought  from  London,  on  a  charge  of 
conspiring  to  set  fire  to  some  premises  in  Watling-street. 

He  declared,  that  however  guilty  his  brother  might 
be,  and  he  admitted  that  his  brother  iiad  led  a  life  the 
most  wicked  and  dissolute  for  several  years,  yet  he 
was  himself  innocent  of  the  charge  upon  which  he  was 
about  to  be  committed.  He  stated  that  his  brother 
forged  his  acceptance  to  bills  to  the  amount  of  six 
hundred  pounds,  only  eight  months  ago,  and  he  was 
compelled  to  pay  the  money  to  save  hi^  life. 

The  magistrates  lamented  that  the  person  who  was 
related  to  one  of  the  most  respectable  families  in 
Norwich  should  have  been  implicated  in  such  a  dread- 
ful accusation. 

Upon  which  Thomas  Thurtell  burst  into  tears,  and 
said,  "  Good  God  !  what  misery  must  my  poor  father 
and  mother  endure  on  hearing  of  the  situation  of  their 
children ;  my  brotlier's  fate,  I  suppose,  is  sealed ; 
pray  God  support  my  father  and  mother  1" 

The  reporters  for  the  public  journals  were  requested 
to  insert  in  the  papers  for  which  ihcy  were  respec- 
tively engaged,  that  the  coroner,  and,  the  magistrates 
were  all  fully  satisfied  of  Thomas  Thurteirs  entire 
innocence  of  the  crime  of  murder. 


FUNERAL  OF  WILLIAM  WEAIIE. 

It  having  been  arranged  that  the  body  of  the  decearod 
should  be  interred  in  Elstree  church-yard,  iiumodi- 
ately  after  the  rising  of  the  Coroner's  jury,  ihc  colF.n 
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"  HS  screwed  down  about  ten  o'clock,  and  shortly  before       '* 
eleven,  the  tolling  of  the  church  bell  announced  that 
every  thing  was  prepared  for  the  melanclioly  ceremony. 

The  coftin  was  borne  on  the  shoulders  of  six  men ; 
the  brother  of  the  deceased,  and  most  of  the  jurors 
attended  as  mourners;  several  }>ersons  carried  lanterns 
befoi*e,  and  on  either  side  of  the  coffin;  and  in  this 
manner  the  funeral  train,  followed  by  a  considerable 
crowd,  proceeded  up  Elstree-hill  towards  the  church, 
which  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  from  the 
house  at  which  the  inquest  was  holden. 

The  coffin,  was,  as  in  ordinary  cases,  first  carried 
into  the  church,  which  was  lighted  up  for  the  occa- 
sion, and  then  to  the  grave;  the  funeral  service  was 
read  in  both  places  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Addow,  the  cler- 
gyman of  the  parish. 

As  the  coffin  was  being  lowered  into  the  grave,  the 
rope  which  was  placed  round  the  foot  broke,  and  that 
part  of  the  coffin  fell  suddenly  to  the  bottom  of  the 
grave,  whilst  the  head  being  sustained  by  the  other 
ro|)e  rested  against  the  side  of  the  grave,  so  that  the 
coffin  stood  nearly  upright.  This  accident,  as  might 
he  su[)|)osed,  created  some  confusion :  but  the  sexton 
immediately  descended  into  the  grave,  and  by  great 
personal  exertion,  in  a  short  time  succeeded  in  getting 
the  coffin  level  at  the  bottom  of  the  grave,  which  was 
about  twelve  feet  in  depth. 

The  clergyman  then  proceeded  to  read  the  remain- 
der of  the  funeral  service,  and  the  crowd  stood  unco* 
vcred. 

The  scene  which  now  presented  itself  was  one  which 
can  never  pass  from  the  recollection  of  those  who 
witnessed  it.  The  unusual  hour  of  interment — the 
noirible  and  extraordinary  manner  in  which  tlic  man 
whose  corpse  had  just  been  consigned  to  the  grave  had 
lost  his  life — the  solenm  stillness  of  the  night,  for  the 
wind  which  had  been  loud  and  boisterous  during  the 
day.  had  now  fallen,  and  did  not  even  shake  the  branches 
of  the  higii  trees  with  which  the  church*yard  is  but* 
rounded — the  impressive  nature  of  the  beautiful  and 
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affecting  composition  which  was  read  by  the  cler- 
gyman who  stood  conspicMious,  in  liis  w  hite  gown,  at 
the  head  of  the  grave,  whilst  all  around  him  was  dark- 
ness except  where  the  faint  light  of  a  lantern  happened 
to  fall  on  the  countenances  of  some  of  ihc  mourn- 
ers— all  these  circumstances  produced  an  effect  on  tlie 
beholders  which  we  think  can  hardly  he  surpassed. 

The  service  being  finished  at  about  half-past  eleven 
o'clock,  the  mourners  retired  from  the  church-yard,  and 
the  grave-diggers  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  grave. 

Elstrce  church  is  an  object  of  peculiar  interest  from 
its  commanding  situation,  its  picturesque  form,  its 
hoary  antiquity,  audits  primitive  rudeness.  It  standi 
on  the  brow  of  a  very  considerable  eminence,  and, 
saving  a  few  stunted  trees,  every  where  exposed  to  the 
action  of  the  weather. 

The  w  hole  fabric  is  composed  of  a  number  of  little 
patches  and  compartments,  which  seem  to  have  been 
built  at  different  times.  Part  of  the  walls  is  of  im- 
mense thickness,  and  antecedent,  apparently,  to  the 
use  of  bricks  of  the  present  form.  A  good  part  of  the 
walls  also  is  composed  of  wood,  and  the  steeple  is  of 
the  latter  material. 

The  monuments  of  the  dead,  scattered  around  the 
venerable  pile,  are  nearly  of  the  same  materials  with  the 
church,  being  slabs  of  timber  supported  by  posts 
of  the  same,  and  having  the  names  of  the  tenants 
below  rudely  painted  upon  then). 

Within  the  church  there  is  a  fount  of  very  antique 
workmanship,  and  this  is  perhaps  the  most  interesting 
thing  al)Out  it.  The  body  of  the  unfortunate  Miss 
Kay*,  lies  under  the  brick  pavement,  w  ithout  any  mo- 

♦  Miss  Ray,  chere  amie  to  the  late  Lord  Sandwich,  was  the  daugh* 
tcr  of  a  tradesman  in  the  parish  >\hrre  the  old  people  still  speak 
of  her  as  having  been  handsome.  A  clercj'man  of  the  name  of  HacL- 
ni»n  had  vainly  paid  his  addresses  to  her,  and  mortified  at  beholding 
the  wuman  whom  he  loved  to  distraction  the  mistressof  another,  he 
formed  the  determination  of  desiroyinj?  first  the  object  of  his  ronian- 
ticaflTection,  and  then  himself.  With  thisdreailful  purpose  in  view  ho 
way-laid  her  on  her  return  from  Covent-garden  theatre,  and  but  tbo 
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nuiuoiit  or  i!).'Ciiptiun;  and  the  bodv  of  the  m_^ 
(Icrcd  Wearc  livs  in  the  church-yard  \\  iihout  any  me  * 
niorial — e\\  n  v.  illiout  the  slielter  of  a  {rrten  sod. 

Siill  in  s|)itc  c.l'  the  extreme  rudeness  and  simplicity 
of  th's little;  cliUJch  and  its  luijoining  hurving-ground, it 
miiiht  be  a  place  of  favourite  though  of  melancholy 
report.  Tlu  i  e  is  a  calmness,  a  rep(;se,  and  a  vcnc-  \ 
rable  exprcb>i()n  of  Eld  about  it,  uhich  carry  one  back 
to  primitive  timrs,  and  force  one,  whether  one  will  or  j 
not,  to  take  notice  of  the  \icissitudes  of  churches  and  ^ 
of  btatcH.  Nor  is  the  rejection  without  its  touch  of 
melancholv.  'liic  church  tells  us  of  forty  generations, 
of  whom  not  a  trace  now  remains,  while  the  lovely 
countrvupon  which  one  looks  down  from  its  ^rave-fur- 
rowed  tracinir,  looks  as  young,  as  green,  and  as  lovely 
OS  ever.  Kvcn  thus  in  the  lapse  of  ordinary  events,  and 
without  casualtv  dy  crime,  **  man  ar.d  his  marvels  melt 
awiiy,  '  while  nature  returns  annually  into  new  life, 
and  hears  no  trace  ofilecav. 

\Vlien  from  iUu  soft  melancholy  excited  by  these  con- 
sidenitions  we  turn  to  the  lowly  m-ave  of  Wearc,  a 
UK.Te  hitter  Umv  cf  anirul.-h  min.'jes  uidi  our  fcelinLis, 

rrv.iii  ll'.at  ;:rave  we  can  see  almost  the  verv  spot 
whue  ik*  uas  murdered,  and  the  whole  track  hy  which 
he  ueiit  from  Ki-^lrec  a  living  man,  in  the  antici[)ation 
of  enjoyi'.ig  tl:e  >port^  of  the  field,  and  the  festivities  of 
the  IjfMnI — and  al.-o  that  hy  which  he  was  borne  Id 
this  p'lace  a  mangled  and  lifeless  corpse. 


THOMAS  TIirUTtlJ/S  STATEMENT. 

On  the  same  day  on  v/nieJi  tiio  Coroner's  jury  ivas 
held,  Tiiomas  Thurtell  deiivered  to  the  magistrates  a 

alu:  w  Li  li  Uv  inide  ;iii  iihortivi*  iuu-ii.pt  ui-'m  U\jk  ou  n  life,  I'ur  this 
<  ;iin-  Ii-uas  tried  and  iMiiu'd.  .S-i*  an  afiUlrn^  account  of  ihc 
uh.:;  •  aJi'iir  in  IWuimuns  Wwj^.iir  CVi/c/ir/.//-  Imyrovcf,  pubiishcA 
bv  Mr.  Ki'ilj,  of  Patt-nn'  ur  How,  Londuii. 
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written  stnttMiicut,  of  which  the  following  k  the*  bub- 
stance  :— 

It  commences  by  stating,  that,  on  the  day  of 
the  murder,  he  met  his  brother  and  Hunt  at  the 
Coach  and  Morses.  In  the  evening  Hunt  came  up 
to  the  door  in  a  gig,  drawn  by  a  grey  horse,  into 
which  John  Thurtell,  his  brother,  got,  and  drove 
away;  Hunt  went  away  with  IVobert.  He  saw  two 
pistols  with  his  brother  John,  and  asked  him  wliut  he 
wanted  with  them?  ilunt  made  use  of  a  dreadful 
expression,  and  asked  him  what  was  that  to  him?  and 
then  turning  to  Probert,  said,  *  Bill,  will  you  be  in 
it?'     Before  thcv  went  away  Probert  smiled. 

Hunt  had  [)reviously  brout^ht  a  sack  and  some  cord, 
which  he  put  into  John  Thurlell's  gig,  and  tlien  said, 

*  Jack,  it's  all  right,  drive  away  like .'     Hunt 

said,  before  they  left  the  house  in  the  evening,  ad- 
dressing himself  to  John  Thurtell,  '  Jack,  our  friends 
had  better  be  civil,  or  they  will  get  served  out,'  Tl!- 
lowing  this  threat  up  with  the  most  horrid  oaths. 

Both  John  Tliurtell  and  Hunt  wire  eonstantlv 
talking  of  ripping  i)eople  up,  and  shooting  them  ;  but 
he  (Tliomas  Thurtell)  thonghl  it  was  only  their  ullo 
bravado.  He  (Thoujas  Thurtell)  was  engaged  tliC 
whole  of  the  Friday  night.  This  has  been  conlirmcd 
bv  creditable  witnesses. 

On  the  Saturday  njorninjy  he  went  to  the  Coach  and 
Horses,  and  remained  there  all  day  ;  John  came  al)Out 
three  o'clock,  and  was  in  excellent  spirits.  He  (Tho- 
mas) remarked,  that  his  brother's  hands  were  njiich 
scnitched,  and  asked  him  how  it  ha[)[)ened?  John 
said,  he,  Probert,  and  Hunt,  had  been  netting  par- 
tridges, and  that  his  knuckles  were  scratched  by  the 
brambles.  He  observed  a  gold  watch  in  John's  hand, 
and  asked  him  where  he  got  it?  John  told  him  to  ask 
no  questions,  as  it  was  no  business  of  his. 

Hunt  came  in  shortly  after  with  a  bundle,  contain- 
ing  a  blue  coat,  a  buft'  waistcoat,  and  a  pair  of  leather 
breeches,  which  he  had  taken  out  of  pawn  for  J. 
Thurtell.     On  putting  down  the  bundle,  he  pulled 
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out  of  hk  pocket  three  sovereigns,  some  silver,  and 
a  ffvc-pouiid  note,  and  said  to  Mr.  Noyes,  who  was 

present,  *  Now  you ,  do  any  of  you  want  change 

for  a  fifty-pound  note,  for  if  you  do,  I'm  your  man  / 
We  are  Furpin-Iike  lads,  and  have  done  the  trick  ;* 
and  then  he  laughed  heartily,  and  winked  to  John. 
After  Noyes  went  out,  he  (Thomas)  feeling  surprised 
at  such  declarations,  said  to  his  brother,  '  what  have 
you  been  doing?'  When  Hunt  exclaimed,  •  why,  com- 
mitting b y  murder,  to  be  sure.'    These  being 

words  of  ordinary  use  in  Hunt's  mouthy  heiiid  not 
believe  him,  and  took  no  further  notice.  Hunt  then 
went  on  to  say,  *  we  have  been  shooting  game,  and 
Probcrt  has  been  holding  the  bag ;'  he  (Thomas)  did 
not  for  a  moment  believe  they  had  been  committing 
murder. 

In  the  evening  he  (Thomas)  went  again  to  the 
Coach  and  Horses,  and  saw  Hunt  and  his  brother  at 
supper;  they  were  eating  oysters.  Hunt  repeated 
that  they  had  been  Turpin-like  lads,  and  addressing 
John,  said,  *  we  must  have  a  bottle  of  wine,  nothing 
else  will  do  now,'  and  then  laughed.  He  said,  in 
continuation,  *  that  the  old  woman  (meaning  his  wife) 
was  in  a  precious  rage  with  him  for  stopping  out  ail 
night,  hut  when  he  pulled  out  the  money  she  was 
satisfied.  He  gave  her  a  sovereign,  and  told  her  to 
get  a  pair  of  fowls  and  a  piece  of  pickled  pork.' 

The  statement  then  went  on  to  detail  the  circum- 
stance of  Thomas  Thurtell  walkin"  down  to  Probert's 
on  the  Suiidav  mornins^.  He  was  overtaken  on  the  roud 
l»y  his  brodier  and  Hunt,  who  took  him  up.  On 
their  reaching  Edgware  they  met  Noyes,  and  John 
idijlhtcd  and  joined  him.  He  went  on  with  Hunt  to 
Probcrt's,  and  he  obsened  a  new  spade  in  the  gig : 
Hunt  threw  the  spade  over  the  hedge,  saying,  *  Pro- 
hert  did  not  wish  his  wife  to  know  he  was  extm- 
vagant.' 

They  all  dined  together  on  that  day;  Probert,  Mrs. 
Probert,  her  sister,  Miss  Noyes,  Mr.  Noyes,  John 
T  urtcll,    and    Hunt:  nothing    particular  occurred 


THE   GAMBLEB.  5] 

He  remembered  somebody  calling  on  Probert  and  ac- 
companying him  on  business  to  Mr.  Niclioll*s.  When 
Probert  returned  he  appeared  extremely  agitated. 
He,  T.**rhurtell,  went  to  bed  with  his  children  early, 
aad  neitifier  heard  or  saw  more. 

Such  is  the  substance  of  this  man's  statement.  It 
appeared  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  going  down  to 
Probert's  every  Sunday  to  sec  his  children. 


STATEMENT  OF  Mr.  TfiTSALL. 

Mr.  Tetsall,  the  landlord  of  the  Coach  and  Horses, 
in  Conduit-street,  attended  the  Coroner's  jury,  with  u 
numl)er  of  other  })Qrsons,  to  give  evidence,  that  Tho- 
mas Thurtell  could  not  by  possibility  be  actually  ccni- 
cerned  in  the  murder ;  but,  as  there  was  no  evidence 
brought  forward  to  involve  Thomas  Tliurtcll  in  the 
afiiiir,  and  as  the  rest  of  Mr.  Tetsall's  evidence  affected 
the  other  persons  accused,  it  was  thought  proper  by 
the  magistrates  to  reserve  his  evidence  (sufficient  hav- 
ing been  adduced  before  the  Coroner's  jury)  till  the 
trial  of  the  parties.  The  following  is  the  statement 
of  Mr.  Tetsall,  of  his  knowledge  of  John  Tliurtell 
and  his  coudjutors: — 

Last  Tuesday  week  was  the  first  day  the  Thur- 
tells  came  to  mv  liouse.  Probert,  whom  I  had  known 
before,  introduced  thfcm.  A  true  bill  of  indictment 
had  tiien  been  found  ai^ainst  them  for  settinir  fue  to 
their  house,  and  Probert  urged  me  to  become  one  of 
their  bail,  but  I  declined.  They  stopped  for  some 
hours  drinking,  and  having  paid  for  the  reckoning 
went  away. 

On  Wednesday  they  came  again  to  my  house ; 
Probert  and  T.  Thurtell  then  had  some  tea.  On 
Wednesday  night  J.  Thurtell  came  and  slept  at  my 
house.  I  knew  that  they  wished  to  bo  as  private  as 
possible,  because  they  had  not  been  able  to  get  bail, 
and  were  keeping  out  of  the  way.     On  Wednesday 
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night  Probert  said  to  me,  you  have  a  private  room, 
which  we  should  be  glad  to  have  the  use  of,  to  trans- 
act business  which  requires  privacy.  1  told  him  they 
might  have  it,  and  it  being  prepared  they  retired  to 
it ;  and  persons  frequently  visited  them  whom  I  did 
not  know. 

On  Thursday  they  dined  at  my  house;  T.  Thur- 
tell  paid  for  the  dinner.  Probert,  who  had  exerted 
himself  to  get  bail  for  the  Tburtells,  again  urged  me 
to  come  forward  ;  but  I  told  him  it  was  very  trouble- 
some, and  refused.  On  the  Friday  morning  (on  which 
night  the  murder  was  committed),  T.  Thurtell,  J. 
Thurtell,  Hunt,  Mr.  Noyes,  and  Probert,  breakfasted 
at  my  house,  in  the  private  room,  and  paid,  seven 
shillings  and  sixpence  ;  and  on  the  same  evening,  be- 
tween five  and  six  o'clock,  they  all  jeft  my  liouse,  and 
I  understood  that  they  hired  a  gig  at  Probatt  s,  the 
Golden  Cross,  Charing-cross.  I  do  not  know  where 
the  other  gig  was  procured,  but  I  understood  it  was 
Probert's. 

On  Friday  evening  T.  Thurtell  was  at  my  house* 
and  slept  there  the  same  night. 

On  Saturday  T.  Thurtell  and  Noyes  dined  at  my 
house,  and  after  dinner  Hunt  arrived,  and  partook  of 
what  they  had  left ;  he  arrived  about  three  o'clock. 

On  Saturday  night  both  J.  and  T.  Thurtell  slept 
at  my  house;  and  on  Sunday  morning,  \vhen  John 
Thurtell  came  down  stairs,  he  was  drebsed  in  a  new 
pair  of  leather  small-clothes,  new  gaiters,  and  waist- 
coat, with  a  double  row  of  buttons  on  it;  he  then 
had  no  coat  on ;  his  shirt  was  open  at  the  front  and 
thrust  under  his  waistcoat  collar,  so  that  his  neck  was 
bare.  He  looked  extremely  wild ;  I  thought  he  ap- 
peared like  a  madman.  In  this  state  he  went  out  of 
my  house,  and  crossed  the  street  to  Collis's,  the  Jiair- 
drcsser,  to  get  shaved.  On  his  return  he  finished  dres- 
sing ;  he  put  on  a  new  blue  coat,  and  new  hat,  and 
api>rarcd  very  elegantly  dressed.  Thomas  Thurtell 
M  as  in  my  house  at  the  time  John  was  dressed,  and  ht? 
remarked  to  mc  *  How  line  my  brother  is  to-day*'       , 
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Both  Jdhn  and  l^homas  Thurtcli  ordered  break- 
fast that  inorninir;  they  drank  only  one  cup  of  tea 
each ;  they  ate  noihin!^  at  all,  but  each  of  ihcm  took 
a  glass  of  hranily.     They  had  a  piece  of  roasting  beef 
at  my  house,  which  they  said  they  were  to  take  with 
them  in  the  chaise  that  morning  down  to  Probcrt's, 
^'here  they  were  to  dine.    Noyes  was  also  present  at  my 
Iiousc,   and   was  to  accon)pany  John   and  Thonius 
Thurlell.     Noycs  said,  *  ^lind  the  beef  is  taken,  or 
vre  shall  net  no  dinner  when  we  uet  there/ 

About  half-past  ten   o'clock  on  Sunday   moriiinir 

Hunt  and  John  Thurtell  left  niv  house  in  a  ch.iisc. 

Hunt  brought  the  chaise  to  the  door.     Noyes  walked 

on  two  hours  before,  and  J.  ThnrlLJl  said,  "  Wo  .shall 

cvertake  him  on  the  road.'     Hunt  and  John  Tiiurlell 

put  the  beef  and  some  clean  linen  in  t!ie  rhai-^e,  and  [ 

remarked  that  a  new  spade  or  shovel  was  in  the  chai^d 

at  the  time.     I  observed  to  a  Mr.  Price,  who  was  in 

my  house  when  they  drove  of^',  '  Wbat  the  d — 1  ciui 

they  want  with  a  shovel,  on  a  Stmday,  when  they  arc 

going  out  in  a  chaise  on  pleasure?'     I  also  ren)Jirk»id, 

on  the  Sunday  niorninir,  the  contrast  between  Hunt's 

appearance  and  John  Thurtell's.     I  also  observed  that 

Hunt's  coat  was  dirty  and  torn  under  one  arm,  and 

that  his  small-clothes  were  torn  by  the  side  from  the 

pocket.     I  thought,  from  the  appearance  of  the  back 

of  Hunt's  coat,  that  the  wheel  of  the  chaise  had  been 

against  it,  and  as  he  was  not  shaved,  and  his  cloUies 

shabby,  I  said,  *  if  I  were  Tliurtell,   I  would  not  ride 

with  him  in  that  condition.' 

At  that  time  (Sunday  morning),  Hunt  had  not 
shaved  off  his  whiskers,  and  he  returned  with  Pro- 
bert's  l)oy,  Jem,  on  Tuesday  to  my  house,  and  then 
his  whiskers  were  on.  He  lefc  the  boy,  and  when  I 
saw  him  the  same  morning,  he  was  well  dressed,  and 
his  whiskers  were  shaved  offclo.se. 

John  Thurtell  slept  at  my  house,  and   also  Hunt 
and  another  man  on  Tuesday  night.     The  last  per- 
son was  a  man  about  fifty  years  of  age,  pock-tVecken. 
On  Wednesday  morning  an  officer  of   police  ar- 
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rived,  and  took  ThurtcU  and  Hunt;  and  the  third 
person  who  slept  in  the  jsame  rciom  with  Ttjurtell, 
whose  name  I  do  not  know,  liastily  dressed  himself, 
and  left  the  bouse. 


COMMITTAL  OF  THE  PRISONERS  TO 

HERTFORD  GAOL. 

John  Thurtell  having  been  fully  committed  by  the 
magistrates  at  Hertford  on  the  charge  of  murder,  was 
sent  to  Hertford  gaol  immediately  after  his  exami- 
nation, and  it  was  not  necessary  to  bring  him  up  before 
the  Coroner. 

In  consequence  of  the  verdict  of  the  Coroner's  in- 
quest, Hunt  and  Probert  were  also  committed  to  the 
same  gaol,  wlicre  they  arrived  between  four  and  five 
o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  in  two  post-chaises,  and 
well  guarded. 

Tlie  visiting  magistrates  ordered  the  three  prisoners 
to  be  kept  separate;  that  they  should  be  double- 
ironi-d,  and  no  [)er8on  whatever  permitted  to  see  either 
of  tlieni,  unless  by  the  special  order,  or  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a  magistrate,  excepting  the  chaplain  to  the 

"HOl. 

c 

The  arrangement  of  cells  was  discussed  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Hunt  and  Probert  on  their  anival.  On  the 
matii.^tratcs'  order  being  alluded  to.  Hunt  l)ctravcd 
considerable  alarm,  and  entreated  that  he  might  not 
be  kept  in  soUtiiry  confmcment.  *  Wiiy  should  you 
fear  being  alone?'  was  asked;  the  reply  was  evasive 
— Hunt  only  observing,  that  he  should  greatly  prefer 
the  company  of  three  or  four  persons. 

Although  it  was  determined  to  keep  the  prisoners 
apart  from  each  other,  it  was  nevertheless  ordered, 
that  two  men  should  always  be  with  each,  and  Hunt's 
desire  was  complied  with. 

He  was  first  lodged  in  one  of  the  rooms  usually  de- 
voted to  female  prisoners,  of  whom  there  were  none 
in  the  gaol  at  this  time. 
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The  three  pri.-oncrs  ti! ten' loci  divine  service;  ti^.i  v 
were  i'l  three  liisliiut  |»<;^\>;  tlitr  text  \uiMi|»|»ro|)ri;it(  : 
"  Do  justice,  love  mer':v,  and  walk  liuiniilv  wiili  iljv 
God.** — A  pill  niiiriit  hu\e  been  hear«l  (h'op  d»irin-; 
die  sermon.  iJcyond  mute  attention,  nothini;  pecidiiir 
was  observahlc  in  the  conduct  of  tiie  pri^iners 


GILL'S  HILL  COTTACJL,  AND  TIIK  SCKX  i: 

OV  lliK  MUKUKU. 

The  house  is  wc  !1  ^itnatc  for  hcin^  the  haunt  of  oiit- 
lan'S.  Placed  upon  an  eminence,  it  comni-md>;i  \vi.!.> 
view,  while  it  CiUi  ho  cjverlookcd  from  no  (piaru  r,  and 
approached  only  hy  two  clo<e  and  friiihllnl  hint  -. 
£vcn  from  these  it  is  apparently  shut  np  :  a  \\vj}a  and 
close  niilinsi,  in  wliich  the  door  is  not  (:i*ii!mui>hai  'v, 
runs  along  the  ulnjle  front  of  tlic  iion-e,  and  iiidc-  ii 
8RVC  the  anti(|ue  n;of,  from  the  view.  This  colt. ••..<• 
IS  an  old  farm-house,  in  a  v(  rv  deca\eil  and  <  r.*>  v 
stiite ;  and  till  within  tl»c  Ul^I  >ix  or  seven  xciii-,  ii 

ft 

was  the  resiih  ncc.  for  half  a  century,  of  w  man  as  il.  - 
caved  as  itself,  who  lived  in  seclusion,  an<l  conduclid 
himself  as  p  nn.-cr.  Ahout  ^ix  years  aiio,  l^c/oiit 
obtained  a  lease  ui  the  collate,  without  thf*  laun  ; 
and  it  is  sup|)(;-ed  that  it  was  at  that  time  u-e«i  ft.r  tin* 
])urpo:es  ot  illicit  di.stillation.  \\'hen  Prohut  Imcium* 
a  biiPikrupt,  he  let  the  cottaiie,  and  a;zain  {.htidiad 
possession  of  it  a  few  montlis  before  the  mmdc. 

The  cotta'ie  it.-elf  is  a  a  rude  thon::h  ratii  r  pic- 
tiiresque  fabric;  this  is  heiizhtencd  by  its  pcculiiir 
form,  its  turret-loijkiuir  chiuuu'V-slalk,  tliediuk  iwtd 
roof  of  the  kitchen,  the  tall  iltndu*  cliinmcv-.-tnliv' 
upon  that,  and  the  tliin  spiry  |)0|:lar  over  the  ro{/i<4 
the  cottage.  The  place  i.-?  wild,  is  romantic,  ai.il  :is- 
sociated  with  innocence  it  would  be  beautiful. 

Notwithstanding  the  desolation  with  wlncli  it  \\ 
clad,  tliC  undres-cd  walks,  and  the  unpnuK-d  ti\.i>. 
sunioutidiug  the  p(;nd,  the  view  of  the  cottage  is  u;i- 
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questionably  fine  ;  ami  if  the  view  of  one  side  of 
the  house  inspire  those  fceliiiiis  of  aversion  with  which 
all  ujust  contcnif.late  the  frousy  scenes  of  lawless 
revel,  the  other  side  of  it,  associated  as  it  is  with  the  cir- 
cumstances, brings  across  one's  mind  a  chilling  fore- 
taste of  the  mansions  of  the  dead.  The  half-formed 
{irnvc,  in  which  the  earth  herself  had  refused  to  cover 
tijc  blood  of  the  murdered, — the  tranquil  and  secluded 
pond  in  the  centre,  with  its  mourning  willow  and  its 
g!oon)y  cypress,  cold  and  dripping  to  the  view,  as  if 
thev  had  buns'  their  branches  over  the  river  of  obli- 
vion, — the  cknnjjs  of  shrubbery,  run  wild  for  M'antof 
training,  scared  by  the  nippings  of  the  frost,  and  scat- 
tering; their  leaves  as  the  blood  of  the  slain  was  scat- 
teretl  upon  the  ground, — and  the  window-less  and  gaol- 
like aspect  of  the  house — ^accounted  for  the  gloom 
and  melancholv  which  came  over  the  beholder  with  a 
power  that  no  one  could  resi::t.  Nature  had  been  there 
in  her  beauty ;  but  the  hand  which  had  been  destined 
to  share  in  tlie  fruits,  if  not  in  the  deed,  of  violated 
hospitality  and  brutal  assassination,  could  not  be  cz- 
]}ected  to  attend  to  the  beauty  of  inainmatc  and  irra- 
tional nature.  There  hu^ii;  somethini;  sickeninii  over 
the  scene — one  shuddered,  turned,  antl  was  gone. 

Pas>ing  the  cottage,  and  close  by  the  farm-yard,  on 
the  otlier  side  of  the  road,  you  enter  the  dismal  ravine 
of  (iilTs  Lane.  The  very  approach  to  it  looks  as  if 
one  were  threading  the  mazes  of  those  subterranean 
lahyrintlis,  in  which  banditti  were  used  lo  dwell. 
Jkneath  hc(l«j[es  which  meet  over  head,  and  through 
which  there  is  liardly  one  point  of  escape,  it  twines 
aliiUg  !or  al)i.ut  three  quuru  rs  of  a  mile,  at  the  end  of 
vJiich  it  assumes  a  character  even  more  dark  and 
tilooiiiy. 

Well  might  the  honest  rustic,  v.  ho  found  the  bloody 
h.ile  and  the  brain-hespattered  pistol,  upon  the  morn- 
iii'i  \\\w\  the  murder,  say  to  iiis  companion,  as  ut  day- 
hrt.ik  liu  V  bci;un  their  work  in  GiUs  Hill  Lane: — •*lt 
is  a  leMrlul  |)lace  this — it  is  a  place  for  black  deeds- 
even  now  it  is  dark,  as  dark  as  iht  grave  ;"  for  never 
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In  a  rich,  beauliful,  and  well-peopled  country,  was 
there  a  lane  more  dismal  and  gloomy.  It  is  so  narrow 
that  one  can  with  difficulty  pass,  so  crooked  that  one 
cannot  see  backwards  or  forwards,  so  overshadowed 
that  the  beam  of  heaven  lights  not  uf)on  it,  so  tangkd 
that  there  is  no  lateral  escape,  and  so  remote  from 
the  dwellings  of  men  that  the  loudest  cry  could  not  be 
audible. 

Giifs  Hill  is  about  fifteen  miles  northward  of  Lon- 
don—-three  miles  into  Hertfordshire ;  and,  in  pai^sing 
northward,  about  a  mile  to  the  left  of  the  road  from 
Elstree  to  St.  Alban's.  The  surroundini'  couiitrv  is 
very  irregular  in  its  surface ;  the  villages  and  farm- 
houses are  comparatively  wide  of  each  other;  and  the 
fields  arc  intersected  by  narrow  and  crookrxl  lanes, 
fringed  on  both  sides  by  thick  and  shaimy  hed«i:c.s. 
On  a  spot  where  one  or  two  bushy  trees  form  a  ca- 
nopy almost  impenetrable — it  was  that  the  murderer, 
after  having  promised  entertainment,  and  plcd^cil  his 
safe  convoy — after  having  been  left  to  cool  dt  liberation 
for  hours — after  having  passed  the  preconcerted  place 
of  assassination — after  having  [)assed  the  cottajie  to 
which  he  had  pledged  to  coiuhict  his  companion,  ;ind 
where  he  had  promised  to  entertain  him  with  festivities 
and  songs — after,  in  short,  having  had  that  pau<e, 
that  resting-place,  that  loctts  ptpnitcnlia^  in  which 
there  are  few  consciences  that  would  not  awaken — 
after  having  every  facility  given  him  to  repent — after 
having  the  abomination  of  the  deed  reiterated,  as  it 
were,  in  the  numerous  points  at  which  he  had  been 
baulked  of  his  diabolical  coadjutors — after  having  re- 
morse, as  it  were,  to  threaten  him  in  the  awful  gloom 
and  the  death-like  solitude,  and  Pity,  to  peep  through 
the  curtain  of  the  night,  and  cry  "  hold  !  hold !"  Jt 
was  here— here,  that  this  most  atrocious  deed  was  per- 
petrated ;  it  was  here  that  he,  who  up  to  that  period 
had  put  on  the  guise  and  worn  the  smile  of  a  friend 
and  a  protector,  turned  round  upon  the  man  who  had 
trusted  to  him — upon  the  man,  who,  good  or  bad, 
had  reposed  in  him,  that  under  the  pledge  of  which  a 
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Starving  Bedoirfn  would  do  no  murderi  and  dmi 
from  his  bosom  the  fatal  pistol^  (fit  compaaion  of 
heart  within  !)  discharged  it  in  the  face  of  the  oi 
pecting  victim ;  dashed  him  out  of  that  vehicle  wl 
had  been  offered  for  his  safe  conveyance; 
upon  him  like  a  wild  beast— dashed  the  dischuged^; 
fire-arm  literally  through  bis   brains;  struggled  and. 
struggled  ;  was  almost  mastered ;  drew  fortnnis  kitifiiii. 
and  with  the  coolness  of  an  anatomist  at  a  dissecdo||:4J 
table,  felt  for  the  veini  divided  i^  and  tiger-like  dnol^uj 
the  very  blood  of  his  victim. 

From  this  scene  we  are  glad  to  turn  (would  that  we 
had  not  so  to  describe,  or  our  readers  so  to  think  upoar 
It !)  but  turn  where  we  will,  every  scene  is  filled  wi^j 
more  horror  than  another.  We  pass  in  the  mean  timM 
the  removal  of  the  body — the  attempt  at  inhumatioiii^t 
which,  from  the  resistance  of  the  parent  earth  hersdft 
failed — the  tearing  off  the  apparel — the  clotted  blood— *j, 
the  concealment  in  the  pond — the  talk  of  filling  it  up«-«. 
tiic  dividing  of  the  spoil — the  putting  of  the  murderad^  J 
man*s  clothes  upon  the  back  of  Hunt — the  jeers  aw 
levities  at  TetsalKs — the  brandishing  of  a  pistol  by 
Hunt  at  the  bar  of  the  Golden  Cross — the  return  to 
the  cottage — the  dinner— the  songs — the  profane  jeati 
on  the  Sabbath— the  twinge  of  remorse  (rather  per* 
haps  the  touch  of  cunning)  which  led  to  the  removal 
of  the  body  to 


THE  POND  NEAR  ELSTREE. 


-A. 


This  pond  is  situate  close  by  the  side  of  the  road. 
It  is  formed  by  a  little  brook,  which  comes  from  the 
right-hand,  in  proceeding  northwards.  It  is  bounded, 
by  the  hcdge^  and  juts,  as  it  were,  into  tlie  road» 
which  is  defended  by  a  slight  railing  seen  in  the  fore- 
ground. Within  the  pond  there  are  many  shalloiva 
and  clusters  of  rushes,  and  there  is  only  one  small 
sfwce  of  it  which  suited  the  purposes  of  the  munlerers^ 
and  to  this  Hunt  guided  the  drcdcrers  with  more  cer- 
tainty  than  that  of  instinct.     <'  A  little  this  way/' 


ii 
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said  he  to  them,  after  the  first  unsuccessful  triul,  and 
'*  you  may  depend  upon  finding  the  body.'*  There  i^ 
nothing  peculiarly  interesting  about  tliis  pond 
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ADVISERS. 

Among  the  anomalous  circumstances  growing  out 
of'this  extraordinary  murder,  was  the  regulation  laid 
down  by  the  magistrates  at  Hertford,  that  no  profes- 
sional person  should  be  suffered  to  visit  the  prisoners, 
without  previously  satisfying  the  magistrates  they  were 
actually  engaged  for  the  defence  of  their  respective 
clientSi  and  that  when  any  such  persons  had  once 
been  admitted  to  a  conference  none  others  would  be 
allowed  to  enter  the  prison.  The  following  is  a  copy 
of  the  singular  resolution,  and  wliich  has,  as  we  shall 
hereafter  show,  been  productive  of  some  very  import- 
ant measures. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  mafistrates,  holden  fins  8th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1S2.S,  it  was  resolved — 

That  none  but  magistrates  and  the  professional  advisers  of  the 
prisoners  be  admitted  to  visit  the  prisoners ;  and  it  is  rootm- 
mended  that  none  but  visiting  magistrates  shall  avail  themsolvtfs 
of  their  right  to  viiit  the  prisoners  until  after  the  next  gaol  deli- 
very. And  it  is  further  resolved,  that  no  professional  advist^r 
shall  be  admitted  to  see  any  prisoner  until  he  has  satisfu^d  a 
visiting  magistrate  that  he  is  employed  as  a  professional  adviser 
of  such  prisoner,  and  that  he  claims  to  see  such  prisoner  with 
the  sole  view  of  supplying  his  professional  assistance ;  and  it  is 
intended  by  the  above  to  incliMe  within  the  description  of  pro- 
fessional advisers  none  who  are  not  admitted  attomies  of  one  of 
the  courts  of  law,  or  solicitors  in  the  Courts  of  Chancerv,  or 
barristers  at  law. 

(Signed    Dacre  Geo.  Brosscy,  £.  Bourchier, 

Henry  Cowper  H.  Ridley,  C.  Chester, 

AVilliam  Dent,  J.  Ponloe,  C.  brown, 

Samuel  Smith  Jolm  Green.  P.  Haddon, 

Thomas  I>aiiiell,  Thomas  Lloyd,  K.  Calvert, 

Chas.  Ross,  Rowland  Alston,  R.SegarPany. 


F.  Calf  ert, 
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It  excited  great  surprise,  and  called  forth  no  small 
portion  of  public  aniuuul version,  that  so  rigid  a  plan 
of  exclusion  should  have  been  adopted,  as  absolutely 
to  deprive  the  prisoners  of  the  advantage  of  the  bene- 
volent prcsuuiption  of  the  law,  that  every  accused 
person  is  to  be  considered  legally  innocent  until  his 
i^uilt  has  been  pronounced  by  a  jury  of  his  country. 
The  obstacles  thrown  in  the  way  of  legal  adviaci-s, 
whom  the  prisoners  were  anxious  to  conimunicute 
with  during  the  short  time  in  which  tliey  had  to  pre- 
pare their  defence,  were  not  at  all  consistent  with  the 
maxims  of  law,  and  the  right  which  every  British 
subject  has  to  clear  impartial  justice.  When  persons 
charged  with  the  foulest  deeds  are  tried  under  the  im- 
mediate exasperation  of  the  public  mind,  they  can 
hardly  be  said  to  have  the  benefit  of  a  fair  trial.  If, 
on  the  other  hand»  it  should  happen  that  extreme 
harshness  and  unnecessary  rigour  in  the  treatment  of 
prisoners  should  produce  a  re-action  of  feeling  in  the 
public  mind,  and  excite  sympathy  as  for  the  victims 
of  persecution,  public  justice,  instead  of  being  served 
will  be  defeated,  and  the  accused,  althougii  they  should 
be  guilty,  will  escape  punishment,  through  the  effect 
iii  the  commiseration  whix:h  the  needless  severities  and 
hardships  to  which  they  are  exposed  naturally  excites 
many  people  after  the  first  sensations  of  terror  and 
alarm. 

Tiie  system  adopted  in  this  instance,  is,  in  its  very 
nature  so  arbitrary  and  inquisitorial,  us  to  be  totally 
incompatible  with  the  principles  of  English  law ;  and 
it  is,  at  the  same  time,  ca|mble  of  being  made  sub- 
servient to  the  worst  purposes  of  personal  malice  or 
polilical  revenge.  That  the  magistrates  who  so  strictly 
guarded  the  prisoners,  in  this  instance,  from  the  ne- 
cessary comnmnication  with  their  legal  advisers,  con- 
templated the  consequences  of  such  a  precedent  can- 
not he  believed.  A  mistaken  sense  of  duty,  and  an 
injudicious  zeal,  must  have  givai  rise  to  the  vexatious 
course  adopted  by  them,  and  which  could  only  have 
tlie  eflect  of  rendering  the  due  investigation  of  truth 
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Still  more  difficult  than  before.  All  the  magistrates, 
however,  are  not  deserving  of  the  blame  of  such  trans- 
actions. The  Hi^h  Sheriff  (Mr.  Sutton,  of  Ross 
W^y*)  di^  not  at  all  approve  of  the  system  of  extreme 
exclusion  put  in  practice. 

The  High  ShcritT  resided  about  twenty-five  miles 
from  the  county  town,  and  had  authorized  the  Rev, 
Mr.  Lloyd,  his  chaplain,  and  who  is  also  a  magistrate, 
to  do  all  that  was  requisite,  for  the  united  object  of 
the  safe  custody  of  the  prisonersi  and  the  allowance  of 
the  proper  facilities  of  defence.  But  this  clerical  ma- 
gistrate, who  liked,  it  would  seem,  to  be  master  of  the 
ceremonies,  chose  to  deviate  from  the  kind  and  liberal 
intentions  of  the  superior  authority  of  the  High  She- 
riff, and  thereby  put  the  unfortunate  men  in  dantrcr  of 
being  unprepared  to  meet  the  awful  array  of  justice  on 
the  day  of  their  trial.  That  he  could  have  been  ac- 
tuated by  any  improper  and  uncharitable  motive,  we 
are  not  inclined  to  suppose,  but  certainly  his  officious 
zcul  in  this  instance  partook  neither  of  the  justice  of 
the  law,  nor  of  the  merciful  spirit  of  the  Gospel. 

The  High  Sheriff,  actuated  by  those  motives  which 
make  official  power  the  instrument  of  law,  and  not 
the  engine  of  passion  or  caprice,  went  to  the  gaol,  and 
broke  through  the  offensive  regulations,  by  causing 
two  gentlemen  to  be  admitted  to  see  and  converse 
with  the  prisoners. 

The  friends  of  Thurtell,  however,  who  had  been 
most  annoyed  by  this  prohibitory  regulation,  had  re- 
solved upon  an  appeal  to  higher  authority,  and  ac- 
cordingly, on  the  l9lh  of  November,  the  very  day  on 
which  the  High  Sheriff  took  upon  himself  the  respon- 
sibility of  breaking  through  the  obnoxious  order,  the 
folio  win  cr 

PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  COURT  OF 

KING'S  BENCH 

took  place. 

Mr.  Chitty  moved  for  a  rule,  calling  on  the 
keeper  of  the  gnol  of  the  county  of  Hertford,  and  the 
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visiting  magistrates  of  the  said  prison,  to  shew  came 
why  a  mandamus  should  not  issue  to  them,  command- 
ing them  to  admit  Mr.  Fenton,  an  attorney,  into  the 
prison,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  instructions  neces- 
sary to  the  defence  of  John  Thurtell,  committed  to 
the  said  prison,  to  take  Ins  trial  at  the  approaching 
assizes,  for  the  wilful  marder  of  tlie  late  Mr.  Weare. 
He  founded  his  motion  on  the  statute  4th  Geo.  IV. 
c.  64,  '^  An  Act  for  Consolidating  and  Amending  the 
Laws  relating  to  tlie  Building,  Repairing,  and  Regu* 
lating  of  certain  Gaols  and  Houses  of  Correction  in 
England  and  Wales ;"  by  section  10  of  which,  certain 
rules  and  regulations  to  be  observed  in  all  gaols  were 
ordained.  One  of  the  rules  declared,  that  due  pro- 
vision shall  be  made  for  the  admission  at  proper  times, 
and  under  proper  restrictions,  of  persons,  with  whom 
))risoners  committed  for  trial  may  desire  to  commu- 
nicate ;  and  sucli  rules  and  regulations  shall  be  made 
by  the  justices  in  General  Quarter  Sessions  assembledi 
for  the  admission  of  the  friends  of  convicted  prisoners, 
as  to  such  justices  may  seem  expedient;  and  that  jus* 
ticcs  shall  also  impose  such  restrictions  upon  tlie  com- 
munication and  correspondence  of  all  such  prisonei's 
with  their  friends,  cither  within  or  without  the  walls 
ot  the  prison,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for  the 
maintenance  of  good  order  and  discipline  in  such  pri- 
2<on.  In  this  case,  the  learned  counsel  said,  he  com- 
plained of  the  total  exclusion  from  the  prison  of  the 
professional  gcndeman,  to  whom  the  prisoner  was  de- 
sirous of  communicating  instructions  for  his  defence. 

The  CiJiEF  Justice. — The  first  question  is,  whe- 
ther we  have  the  power  of  interfering  in  the  way  sug- 
gested, or  whether  the  legislature  has  delegated  the 
whole  |X)wer  to  the  visiting  justices. 

Mr.  Chittv  pointed  out  to  the  attention  of  the 
Court  the  rules  and  regulations  authorized  by  the  sta- 
tute referred  to. 

Tlie  Chief  Justice. — Must  not  the  rules  and  re- 
gulations required  to  be  made  by  the  statute,  be  such 
as  the  justices  shall  think  fit  and  proper? 
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Mr.  Chjttt  submitted,  that  independently  of  the 
statute,  the  Court  had  authority  to  grant  a  mandamus 
in  a  case  of  this  description,  inasmuch  as  they  had  u 
auperintendine  control  over  every  gaol  in  the  king 
dom.  Here  Uie  Justices  had  ventured,  contrary  to  the 
first  jHinciples  of  justice,  to  make  an  order  denying  tc 
the  unfortunate  prisoner  the  opportunity  of  conferring 
with  his  legal  aoviser,  as  to  the  course  to  be  adopted 
for  his  defence  against  a  charge  for  an  offence  of  the 
most  hdnous  description. 

Mr.  Justice  Best. — ^The  jurisdiction  seems  to  be 
given  to  the  justices,  who  are  to  make  regulations  as 
to  the  admission  of  persons  with  whom  prisonera  com 
niitted  for  trial  may  desire  to  communicate. 

Mr.  Chittt  still  urged,  that  without  any  regard  to 
the  statute  in  question,  this  Court  had  authority  to 
direct  what  persons  should  or  should  not  be  admitted 
to  the  gaol.  This  was  a  case  of  extraordinary  hard' 
fibip.  There  was  no  desire  to  interfere  with  the  juris- 
diction of  the  justices  in  the  regulations  of  the  prison ; 
but  this  was  the  case  of  a  man  merely  committed  for 
trial,  who  must  be  presumed  to  be  innocent  until  a 
jury  of  the  country  pronounced  otherwise,  and  yet  the 
justices  had  thought  proper  to  deny  him  the  assistance 
of  his  legal  adviser,  to  prepare  him  for  his  trial  on  an 
accusation  of  the  most  serious  complexion. 

Mr.  Justice  Bay  ley,  after  referring  to  the  regu- 
lation, asked  whether  it  appeared  from  the  affidavits 
that  the  magistrates  had  refused  to  allow  any  profes- 
sional person  to  attend  the  prisoner  in  gaol  ? 

Mr.  Chitty  said  the  affidavit  did  not  go  that 
length.  The  fact  was,  that  the  attorney  of  the  pri- 
soner's family,  who  were  persons  of  the  highest  cha- 
racter, and  of  some  consequence  in  the  city  of  Nor- 
wich, had  been  sent  up  to  London  for  the  purpose  of 
affording  him  every  assistance  in  the  awful  situation 
in  which  he  was  placed.  An  order  had  been  made 
by  the  justices  for  the  admission  of  this  gentleman  to 
the  prison,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  prisoner ;  but, 
inasmuch  as  Mr.  Jay,  the  gentleman  alluded  to,  re- 
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sided  at  Norwich,  and  had  public  duties  to  dischfiige 
In  that  city,  which  would  render  it  inconvenient  to  him 
to  remain  so  long  from  home  as  was  necessary  to  the 
conduct  of  the  prisoner's  defence,  he  was  desirouH  of 
assigning  the  task  to  hb  town  agent,  Mr.  Fenton,  a 
respectable  London  attorney,  who  was  at  the  same 
time  more  conversant  with  proceedings  of  this  nature. 
Kf r.  Fenton  had  applied  to  the  Justices  to  substitute 
his  name  in  their  order,  in  lieu  of  that  of  j\Ir.  Jay, 
but  the  justices  declined  complying  with  this  request. 

Mr.  Justice  Best. — ^The  question  is,  does  the  pri- 
soner desire  Mr.  Fenton  to  attend  him  as  his  at- 
torney } 

Mr.  Cmittv  said,  that  the  prisoner  in  his  affidavit 
distinctly  expressed  his  wish  that  Mr.  Fenton  should 
attend  him,  inasmach  as  Mr.  Jay's  aTocations  in  the 
country  rendered  it  inconvenierit  fof  him  to  conduct 
the  defence.  The  order  of  the  justices  had  only  au* 
thorized  Mr.  Jay  personally  to  attend  tlie  pnsoner ; 
and  as  they  had  refused  to  allow  Mr.  Fenton  to  enter 
the  gaol,  it  became  necessary  to  make  the  present  ap- 
plication. The  object  of  the  motion  was  for  a  man* 
damns  to  allow  Mr.  Fenton  to  visit  the  prisoner,  at 
all  seasonable  hours,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  piD- 
fessional  instructions. 

Mr.  Justice  Bayl^y. — You  do  not  wish  to  con- 
tinue the  first-named  party  in  the  order,  but  merely  to 
substitute  the  name  of  Mr.  Fenton? 

Mr.  Chittv. — 'We  only  want  one  person  to  be 
admitted  to  the  prisoner.  Mr.  Fenton  is  a  highly  re- 
spectable attorney,  and  the  prisoner  desires  that  he 
may  be  admitted  to  the  gaol  to  receive  his  instruc*- 
tions. 

The  Chief  JrsncE. — In  what  terms  do  you  pro- 
pose to  frame  your  motion? 

Mr.  CiiiTTY. — I  humbly  pray  your  Lordship  for  a 
rule  to  shew  cause  why  a  mandamus  should  not  issue 
to  the  visiting  justices,  and  to  the  gaolrr,  requiring 
rhem  respectively  to  afford  access  for  ]\Ir.  Francis 
Fenton  to  John  Thurtell  at  all  seasonable  hours. 
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The  Court  deliberated  a  few  minute^)— -when 

The  Chi£f  Justice  said,  the  writ  of  mandamus, 
if  it  issues  in  the  first  instance,  will  in  its  nature  ope- 
rate as  a  rule  to  shew  cause,  if  cause  can  be  shewn. 
We  are  of  opinion,  that  you  had  better  take  the  writ 
io  the  first  instance,  and  not  merely  a  rule  to  shew 
cause  why  a  writ  should  not  issue ;  for,  if  cause  can 
be  shewn,  it  may  be  made  matter  of  return  to  the 
writ.  You  had  better,  therefore,  take  a  w  rit,  directed 
to  the  justices,  to  the  sheriff,  and  to  the  gaoler,  com- 
manding them  respectively  that  due  provision  be  made 
for  the  admission,  at  proper  times  and  under  proper 
restrictions,  of  the  person  you  have  named,  to  John 
Thurteil,  a  prisoner  committed  for  trial,  and  who  has 
desired  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Fenton. 

Mr.  Chitty  then  prayed,  that,  as  Mr.  Jay  had 
seen  the  prisoner  once  or  twice,  and  had  received 
some  communications  from  him,  that  that  gentleman's 
name  might  also  be  inserted  in  the  rule,  in  addition 
to  that  of  Mr.  Fenton,  inasmuch  as  it  might  be 
important  that  both  gentlemen  should  communicate 
with  the  prisoner. 

The  Chief  Justice. — Be  it  so.  The  word  in 
the  statute  is  **  persons,"  and  I  see  no  objection  to 
what  you  suggest. 

The  following  peremptory  Mandamus  was  accord- 
ingly granted. 

**  The  Fourteenth  Day  of  Michaelmaa  Term,  in  the  Fourth 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  George  the  Fourth. 

"  George  the  Fourth,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  to  the  sheriff  of  our  county  of  Hertford,  and  to  the 
keepers  of  <iur  peace  and  justices  of  our  said  county ^  being  vi» 
sitors  of  our  ;2;aol  of  our  said  county,  and  also  to  the  kee))er  of 
our  said  gaol  at  Hertfonl,  in  out  said  county,  and  to  every  of 
them  greeting  :  whereas  we  have  been  {;ivon  to  understand,  in 
our  Court  before  us,  that  one  John  Thurteil  is  confined  in  our 
gaol  at  Hertford,  in  and  for  our  county  of  Hertford,  on  a  charge 
of  murder;  and  whereas  we  have  been  further  given  to  under- 
stand, in  our  said  Court  before  us,  that  one  George  Jay,  of  the 
city  of  Norwich,  gentleman,  one  of  the  attorneys  of  our  said 
Couii  and  also  one  Francis  Tarraut  Fenton  of  Austin  Friars, 
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ia  the  city  of  London,  gentleman,  one  other  of  the  attornejs  of 
oAt  said  Court,  have,  and  each  of  them  hath,  by  the  concorrence 
and  wikh  of  the  said  John  Thurtell,  been  applied  to,  to  prepaie 
iiaterials  and  collect  evidence  for  the  defence  of  the  Baid  Jobf 
Thurtell,  for  the  said  supposed  offence ;  and  whereas  we  bane 
also  been  given  to  understand  in  our  said  Court  before  ns,  that 
the  Raid  George  Jay,  and  the  said  Francis  Tarrant  Fenton  bate, 
and  each  of  Chem  hath,  applied  to  you,  or  some  of  yon«  for  ibeir 
tdmiwioD  respectively  to.  the  said  gaol,  at  proper  Umef ,  ani 
under  proper  restrictions,  to  see  and  communicate  with  the  said 
John  Thurtell  as  his  professional  advisers,  for  the  purpose  it 
receiving  instructions  from  him  from  time  to  time  to  prejMite 
materials  and  collect  evidence  for  the  defence  of  the  said  Jolm 
Thurtell  against  the  offence  of  which  he  is  so  charged  as  aforc^ 
said ;  yet  you,  and  every  of  you,  well  knowing  tne  pren^jyem 
but  not  regarding  your  duty  in  this  behalf,  have  wrongfully  re* 
fused  the  admission  of  the  said  George  Jay  and  Francis  Tarrant 
Fenton  to  communicate  with  and  see  the  said  John  Thurtell  fir 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  to  make  due  provision  for  their  re- 
spectivc  admission  as  aforesaid,  in  contempt  of  us,  and  to  tb^ 
ffreat  damage  and  prejudice  of  the  said  John  Thurtell,  as  we 
have  been  informed  from  complaint  made  to  us  in  this  behalf; 
we,  therefore,  being  willing  tlmt  due  and  speedy  justice  shonM 
be  done  in  this  respect  as  it  is  reasonable,  do  command  you  the 
said  visiting  magistrates  and  every  of  you,  firmly  eojoinipf 
you,  that  you  or  some  of  you  do  immediately,  upon  your  receivio|^ 
this  our  writ,  make  due  provision  for  the  immediate  admissiont 
at  proper  times,  and  under  proper  restrictions,  of  the  said 
(jreorge  Jay  and  Francis  Tarrant  Fenton  respectively  into  th# 
said  gaol,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  the  said  John 
Thurtell,  a  prisoner  in  the  said  gaol,  committed  for  trial  on  a 
eharge  of  felony  and  murder,  who  hath  desired  to  communicate 
%vith  the  said  George  Jay  and  Francis  Tarrant  Fenton ;  and  we 
also  command  you  the  said  sheriff,  and  also  the  said  keeper, 
immediately  to  admit  the  said  George  Jay  and  Francis  Tarrant 
Fenton  into  the  said  f^aol,  and  to  continue  such  admission  ac» 
cording  to  such  provisions,  or  show  us  cause  to  the  contrary 
thereof,  lest  by  your  default  the  same  complaint  should  be 


peated  to  as ;  and  how  vou  shall  have  executed  this  our  wrU» 
make  known  to  us  at  Westminster,  on  Thursday  next  aikr  flfv 
teen  days  of  St.  Martin,  then  returning  to  us  this  our  writ ;  and 
this  you  arc  not  to  omit. — Witness,  Sir  Charles  Abbott,  Knt.. 
at  \\  estminster,  the  19  th  day  of  November,  in  the  fourth  year  of 
our  reign. 

"  By  the  CoorC,  •«  Lushinoton." 

"  By  rule  of  Court. 

The   magistrates  immediately  complied  with  flM 
JUaudamMi  and  tb^  prisoners  were  thmoeforaBifl 
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suffered  to  communicate  with  their  legal  advisers,  sub- 
ject only  to  the  usual  and  necessary  restrictioDs  which 
eircuDistances  justified. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  just  as  the  judges  were 
^bout  to  retire  at  au  unusually  late  hour, 

Mr.  Platt  rose  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bcnth,  and 
presented  a  large  and  closeij-written  skin  of  parch- 
Ment  to  the  officer  annexed  to  the  writ  of  Mandamm. 
The  learned  counsel  said,  this  was  the  return  of  the 
magistrates  of  Hertfordshire  to  the  Mandanma  issued 
i«pecting  Hertford  gaoK  and  prayed  that  it  might  be 
read. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice. — Have  the  magis- 
tiates  obeyed  the  writ? 

Mr.  Platt. — Yes,  my  Lord,  they  have ;  but  they 
wish 

The  LoRl)  Chief  Justice. — If  they  have  obeyed 
the  writ,  why  do  they  make  any  return? 

Mr.  Platt. — My  Lord,  they  are  anxious  to  state 
the  reasons  of  their  conduct,  and  they  have  sot  them 
ibtth  at  length  in  this  return.  Imputations  have  been 
cast  on  them,  and  they  are  desirous  of  showing  tliat 
they  are  groundless. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.— No  imputation  has 
bcM  cast  on  them  in  this  place. 

Mr.  Justice  Best. — I  am  sure  I  cast  none. 

Mr.  Platt.— No,  my  Lord ;  but  their  conduct 
has  been  impugned,  and  therefore  I  thought  it  my 
dttty  to  move  it. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice. — The  magistrates 
have  obeyed  the  writ,  and,  therefore,  we  can  hear  no 
return^     It  is  not  necessary  to  the  purposes  of  justice. 

The  return  was  not  read,  and  the  judges  soon  after 
left  the  Court. 


THE  SURREY  THEATRE. 

When  we  reflect  on  the  intense  excitement  produced 
on  tliki  public  mind  by  the  dreadful  events  at  Gill'i 
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Hill  Lane,  it  is  rather  to  be  lamented  than  wondered 
at  that  advantage  should  have  been  taken  of  the  state 
of  popular  feeling  by  some  mercenary  and  unfeeling 
individuals. 

The  most  flagrant  instance  of  such  disgraceful  con- 
duct was  exhibited  in  the  production  of  a  melo-drama 
at  the  Surrey  Theatre,  on  Monday,  the  17  th  of  No- 
vember, under  the  title  of  *'  The  Gamblers/' of 
which  the  following  is  a  programme: — 

'^  Mordaunt,  at  whose  cottage  the  murderers  are 
secured,  is  described  as  a  victim  of  the  seduction  of 
Woodville  and  Bradshaw,  two  notorious  gamblers  and 
desperadoes.     The  former,  finding  that  he  is  likely  to 
get  a  large  booty  by  assassinating  his  acquaintance^ 
Frankly,  to  whom  he  owes  an  old  grudge  for  money 
lost  to  him  at  play,  takes  him  down  to  ^  clean  out  a 
flat,'  as  it  is  termed,  at  a  short  distance  from  town. 
This  is  supposed  to  be  after  midnight,  previously  to 
which  Frankly  is  seen  at  hazard  winning  all  the  money 
at  the  table.     No  stronger  stimulus  could  be  applied 
to  inflame  these  viHains*   cupidity.     He  is  hurried 
down  to  his  ruin  in  the  gig  with  Woodville,  Bradshaw 
being  placed  in  ambush  for  him  at  the  entrance  of  a 
lane,  which  is  not  unlike  that  in  which  the  murder  of 
Mr.  Weare  was  perpetrated.     They  are  traced  from 
the  ruins  of  a  warehouse  consumed  by  fire  in  Wat- 
ling-street,  where  they  ascend  the  gig,  to  the  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  at  Edgeware,  and  subsequently  to  the  lane 
at  Gill's  Hill.     The  horse  and  gig  are  the  self-same, 
which,  in  an  ill-fated  hour,  conveyed   Thurtell  and 
Weare  out  of  town.     The  identity   of  the  vehicle 
and  horse  formed  the  strongest  feature  of  interest 
in  the  eyes  of  the  audience,  if  wc  could  safely  collect 
that  expression  from  the  applause  that  followed  theii 
-appearance.    Previously  to  this,  the  audience  had  been 
introduced  to  the  amiable  wife  and  family  of  Mor 
daunt,  who,  in  consequence  of  being  ruined  in  his 
prospects  by  a  fatal  attachment  to  play,  had  been 
com|)clled  to  seek  an  asylum  at  a  coltaire,  ^vhich  th« 
bills  assured  us  m  as  an  accurate  resemblance  of  Gilfls 
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Hill  Cottatge,  witb  its  pond  and  garden.  Mordaunt 
):as  just  tried  his  all  at  a  common  gaming*huuse,  and 
returned  destitute  to  liis  wretched  home,  where  be  is 
abruptly  broke  in  upon  by  the  villains,  Woodville  and 
Ijradslmw,  wlio  in  the  preceding  scene  were  seen 
completing  the  murder,  as  it  is  supposed,  and  robbing;; 
ol'  Frankly  in  tbu  adjoining  lane,  when  the  explosion 
of  a  pistol  is  beard,  and  Frankly  falls  from  the  gig, 
and  is  dragged  by  the  uccuinplices  through  the  hedge. 
The  object  of  their  unwelcome  visit  to  Mordaunt  is 
announced,  by  Wuodville's  informing  him  he  is  come 
to  relieve  his  necessities,  and  that  if  he  but  assists  him 
in  one  thing  his  dilTicultitis  shall  be  for  ever  at  an  end. 
lie  presses  money  on  him,  and  gives  him  also  a  bond 
of  Ills  for  one  thousand  pounds,  which  he  tells  him  he 
has  ft>rced  from  the  wretch,  Frankly,  who  was  in  part 
bis  ruin.  Mordaunt  sees  blood-spots  on  the  bond, 
and  forces  them  to  leave  the  place,  though  he  pro- 
mises to  conceal  their  guilt.  Immediately  after  this, 
the  officers  of  Justice  apprehend  him ;  and  whilst  pro- 
testing tiis  innocence,  which  is  vouched  for  by  Iiis 
unhappy  wife,  who  embraces  him,  Bradshaw  and 
\^oodville  again  make  their  appearance,  and  are  re- 
cognised by  the  two  men  employed  in  mending  the 
lane  where  the  murder  took  place.  To  add  terror  to 
conviction,  the  bleeding  body  of  the  unhappy  Frankly 
is  borne  in,  supported  by  some  countrymen,  who  call 
On  the  villains  to  look  on  their  victim.  He  is  dis- 
covered to  be  still  alive,  makes  a  formal  recognition 
of  their  persons,  and  expires,  whilst  tlie  curtain  fulls." 
The  allusions  in  this  drama  to  the  dreadful  event, 
which  forms  the  subject  of  our  narrative,  were  tuo 
palpable  to  be  overlooked  by  the  professional  genttc- 
tnen  retained  by  the  family  of  Thurtell  for  bis  de- 
fence at  the  approaching  trial.  Accordingly,  on  the 
1  gth  of  November,  immediately  after  be  had  obtained 
tlie  Mandamus,  commanding  the  admission  of  legal 
advisers  to  the  prisoners,  as  already  staled, 

IVfr.  Chittv  udtircsscd  the  Court.    "  It  was  of  im- 
poitnnce,  he  said,   tliut  the  motion  which  he  woa 
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about  to  submit  should  be  made  as  early  as  possible, 
for  the  purpose  of  checking  a  most  scandalous  pro 
ceeding,  as  it  respected  the  due  and  impartial  admini- 
stration of  justice.  He  was  instructed  to  move  for  a 
criminal  information  against  the  proprietor  and  prin- 
ter of  the  Surrey  Theatre,  for  an  indecent  and  unlaw- 
ful excitation  of  the  public  mind,  by  representing,  in  a 
dramatic  form  upon  the  stage,  a  tragedy,  founded  on 
the  supposed  incidents  of  the  late  dreadful  murder. 

The  proprietor  of  this  theatre  had  presumed  to  per- 
sonify upon  the  stage  the  actors  in  the  late  alleged 
murder;  he  had  introduced  upon  the  stage  persons 
representing  John  Thurtell,  and  the  deceased  Mr. 
Weare ;  had  exhibited  the  identical  horse  and  gig  in 
which  Mr.  Weare  was  supposed  to  have  been  driven 
to  the  scene  of  his  death,  and  had  actually  given  a  re- 
presentation to  the  public  of  the  supposed  murderer. 
A  gentleman  of  great  respectability,  whose  affidavit  be 
had,  deposed  that  he  had  attended  the  theatre  last 
night,  and  saw  this  shameful  exhibition  displayed  to  a 
crowded  house ;  that  it  produced  extraordinary  exci- 
tation, and  such  applause  as  was  disgraceful  to  a  Bri- 
tish public,  professing  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and 
boasting  of  its  justice.  He  need  not  suggest  to  the 
Court  the  atrocious  and  monstrous  indecency  of  such 
an  exhibition,  calculated  as  it  was  to  destroy  all  hope 
of  a  fair  trial  of  a  human  being,  perfectiy  innocent 
until  the  verdict  of  a  jury  declared  otherwise,  and 
whose  life  was  placed  in  jeopardy  by  this  and  other 
extraordinary  proceedings  taken  for  the  excitement 
and  gratification  of  public  curiosity. 

The  CuiEB  Justice. — How  do  you  connect  the 
party  against  whom  you  move  with  the  transaction  ? 

Mr.  Chitty. — My  Lord,  I  have  an  affidavit  that 
one  of  the  persons  has  admitted  himself  to  be  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  theatre ;  and  I  also  move  against  the 
printer  of  the  play-bill  announcing  the  disgraceful  re- 
presentation, his  name  being  attached  to  the  bill. 

The  Chief  Justice. — Take.a  rule  to  shew  cause. 

On  the  24lh  of  November,   Mr.   Denman   and 
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Mr.  fiaraewellfOn  behalf  of  the  proprietor,  and  Mr.  Mar- 
Tjatt,  on  behalf  of  the  printer,  appeared  to  show  pause 
agabst  tiie  rule,  obtained  by  Mr.  Chitty  on  the  19th. 
Tbe  matter  underwent  a  long  discusaion,  and  ulti- 
mately the  rule  was  diacliarged  as  far  as  related  to  the 
printer,  and  made  absolute  with  re^d  to  the  profNiQ- 
tor  and  manager  of  the  theatre. 


DISINTERMENT  OF  THE  DODY  OF 
WEARE. 

Id  consequence  of  a  auppoaed  defect  in  the  chain 
of  evidence,  from  which  some  doubt  arose  as  to  the 
poasibili^  of  proving,  that  one  of  the  parties  accused 
had  been  seen  in  company  with  Mr.  Weare  on  the 
□iKbt  of  the  murder,  it  was  jadged  necessary  to  open 
the  grave,  in  order  to  aObixl  the  ostler  at  the  White 
Lion,  Edgeware,  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  corpse, 
sa  two  persons,  one  of  them  supposed  to  be  Mr. 
Weare,  had  called  there  ia  a  gig  op  tbe  evening  of  tbe 
S4tli  of  October,  and  the  ostler  was  of  opinion  that  he 
sbonld  know  the  face  of  either  of  them  a^n. 

Before  the  exhumation  took  place,  some  of  the  par* 
ttct  spoken  to  on  tbe  occasion  were  in  doubt  whether 
k  would  be  of  any  use  to  inspect  the  body  in  its  then 
■tate.  A  medical  gentleman  overruled  this,  by  dc- 
elariog  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  the  corpse  would  be 
faond  nearly  as  perfect  as  when  it  was  originally  com- 
mitted to  the  earth. 

The  disinterment  having  been  determined  upon,  it 
was  Judged  expedient  to  avoid  giving  unnecessary 
pabKcity  to  tbe  proceeding,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the 
■eputchre  should  not  be  re-o|>ened  in  tbe  day-time. 
Pursuant  to  this  resolution,  the  parties  who  were  to 
fierform  and  witness  tbe  disinterment  repaired  to  tbe 
church-yard  at  midnight.  The  night  was  dark,  and 
ah«  weertber  most  inelemeot    Storms  of  retlD  and  hail 
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assailed  the  individuals  who  had  taken  upon  them- 
selves the  unpleasant  task ;  but  these  did  not  dispose 
tbem  to  abandon  the  design.  To  lift  the  coffin  from 
its  resting-place  was  a  work  of  no  small  toil  and  diffi- 
culty. The  grave  was  nine  feet  deep,  and  for  the 
purpose  now  in  view  it  was  necessary  to  dig  a  much 
larger  pit  than  bad  originally  been  prepared.  From 
this  circumstance,  though  every  practicable  exertion 
was  nmde»  the  work  proceeded  but  slowly.  The 
secret  had  been  so  well  kept,  that  none  of  tlie  neigh- 
bours approached  while  the  labourers  were  seeking  tlie 
coffin.  No  one  was  present  but  those  appointeid  to 
conduct  the  undertaking. 

The  individuals  who  attended  were,  Mr.  Clutter- 
buck,  the  magistrate :  the  clergyman  of  the  parish ; 
Mr.  Ward,  the  medical  gentleman  from  Watford,  who 
had  given  evidence  on  the  Coroner*s  inquisition  ;  a 
second  medical  gentleman,  the  assistant  of  the  former; 
Mr.  Field,  the  landlord  of  the  Artichoke  at  Elstree, 
who  acted  as  oreman  on  the  Coroner's  inquest ;  the 
magistrate's  clerk ;  the  undertaker,  the  ostler  of  the 
White  Lion,  the  grave-digger,  and  tive  or  six  la- 
bourers. 

When  the  men  had  got  almost  to  the  coffin,  they 
had  to  contend  with  several  impediments,  which 
caused  unlooked-for  delay.  It  was  found  the  grave 
contained  a  great  deal  of  water,  and  the  earth  which 
surrounded  the  remains  of  the  deceased  was  not  easily 
removed  out  of  the  way  of  the  labourers.  A  very 
spacious  hole  was  at  last  formed,  and  a  rope  was  passed 
under  the  head  of  the  coffin.  It  was  then  supposed 
that  little  exertion  would  be  sufficient  to  remove  it ; 
but  from  the  immense  pressure  which  it  bad  sustained, 
it  was  so  deeply  bedded  in  the  soil,  and  was  so  heavy 
firom  the  water  it  contained,  that  the  efforts  of  those* 
who  at  first  attempted  to  lift  it  were  wholly  nugatory. 
It  demanded  the  streniith  of  eight  or  ten  men  to  raise 
it  on  end.  By  <^reat  exertion  this  was  at  length  ac- 
complished, and  the  coffin,  which  had  beea  nearly 
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full  of  water,  was  brought  up.  Tbe  lid  was  then  un- 
screwed, and  the  corpse  once  more  submitted  to  in- 
spection. 

We  forbear  to  enter  into  any  minute  description  of 
tfab  ghastly  spectacle  which  now  met  the  view,  when 
the  lights  were  brought  close  to  the  deceased.  ■  Tbe 
secrets  of  the  charnel-house  are  too  awfiil  for  the  general 
perusal  of  those  who  yet  live,  end  we  therefore  draw 
a  veil  over  the  appalling  peculiarities  of  the  scene.  It ' 
is  sufficient  to  say,  that  when  the  contents  of  the  coffin 
were  looked  upon,  it  waa  instantly  obvious  to  every 
one  that  recognition  was  impossible.  The  ostler  ap- 
proached the  much  wasted  remnant  of  mortality,  bbt 
to  DO  purpose.  Unusually  rapid  decomposition,  oc- 
casioned, it  was  supposed,  by  the  water  in  which  the 
body  was  found  immersed,  rendered  all  the  toil  which 
had  been  undergone  jlterly  useless.  The  lid  of  the 
coffin  was  then  replaced  and  screwed  down,  and  the 
body  was  again  lowered  into  the  grave. 


Having  thus  given,  in  chronological  order,  a  faith- 
ful and  digested  account  of  all  the  proceedings  in  this 
extraordinary  aflfeir,  carefully  abstaining  from  a  repe- 
tition of  the  many  falsehoods  and  exaggerated  state- 
ments which  were  set  afloat  on  the  occasion,  we  shall 
B  our  narrative  with  an  account  of  the 


PROCEEDINGS  AT  HERTFORD. 

On  the  4th  of  December,  a  period  which  had  been 
looked  for  with  so  much  anxiety  by  all  classes  of  so- 
pety,  the  assizes  for  the  county  of  Hertford  com- 
inencecf.  Mr.  Justice  Park  and  Mr.  Justice  Holroyd 
were  the  judges  who  presided.  Ttie  usual  ceremonies 
attendant  on  the  arrival  of  thejudgts— the  procession 
to  church — the  opening  of  the  commission — a«d  the 
proclamation  against  vice  and  immorality — having 
been  gone  through,  the  foUowine  gentlemen  of  Uie 
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tounty  were  chosen  the  Grand  Jury  for  the  pi^^WiH 

assizes. 

GRAND  JURY. 
The  Hon.  William  Lamb,  of  Hatfield. 
The  Right  Hon.  Sir  6.  Ouseley,  of  Hertingfordbpiy,  Bait 
Sir  John  Sanders  Sebright,  of  rlamsted,  Bart 
Sir  CuUing  Smith,  of  Essendon,  Bart. 
Sir  Greorge  Dockett,  of  Cheshnnt,  Bart. 
The  Hon.  Baron  Dimsdale,  of  Essendon. 
Henry  Cowper,  of  Tewin,  Esq. 
William  Baker,  of  Bayfidrd,  Ei^. 
Thomas  Hope  Bjde,  of  Ware,  &q. 
Nicolson  Cfdvert,  of  Hunsdon,  Esq. 
Thomas  Byron,  of  Bayford,  Esq. 
Samuel  Smith,  of  Watton»  Esq. 
Thomas  Daniell,  of  Little  Berkhamsted*  Kmi. 
Daniel  Giles,  of  Standon,  Esq. 
Adolphns  Meetkerke,  of  Julian's,  Esq. 
Patrick  Hadow,  of  Shenley,  Esq. 
Thomas  Nash  Kemble,  of  North  Mimms,  Esf. 
Jacob  Bosanquet,  of  Broxboume,  Esa. 
William  Robert  Phillimore,  of  Aldenham,  Esq. 
Chas.  Edmund  Rumbold,  of  Watton,  Esq. 
William  Wilshere,  of  Hitchin,  Esq. 
John  Currie,  of  Essendon,  Esq. 
William  Heygate,  of  North  Himms,  Esq. 
John  Fain  Timmins*  of  Aldenham,  Esq. 
George  Palmer,  of  Much  Hadham,  Esq 
Charles  Montgomery  Campbell,  of  Bennington,  Esq. 
Wm.  Hale,  the  younger,  of  Codicote,  Esq. 
Nicholas  Segar  Parry,  of  Hertingfordbury,  Esq. 
Edmund  Morris,  Esq. 
Robert  Williams,  Esq. 

Samuel  Heathcote  Unwin  Heathcote,  of  Sheephall,  Btq. 
Claude  George  Thornton,  of  Tewin,  Esq. 
George  Proctor,  of  Ware,  Esq. 
Charles  Brown,  of  Amwell,  Esq. 
John  Early  Cook,  of  Cheshunt,  Esq. 
Bbenezer  John  Collett,  Esq. 

After  the  conclusion  of  this  ceremony,  proclamfttioa 
was  made  for  silence,  and  Mr.  Justice  Park  procaadeil 
to  deliver  the  following 

CHARGE  TO  THE  GRAND  JURY. 

ChnlUmen  of  the  Qtand  Jury— We  are  assembled 
here,  at  this  unusual  season  of  the  year,  under  his 
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M^M^t  Special  CominiflsioQ  of  Ojor  and  Tarminer 
and  OeDoral  Gaol  Deliveiy,  for  the  purpoie  of  tryii^ 
such  offences  as  have  taken  place  in  this  and  the 
ndglhbouring  home  counties  since  the  last  summer 
assizes.  In  this  service  it  becomes  our  duty  to  dis« 
charge  one  of  the  most  important  functions  which  can 
belong  to  us  as  memb^  erf*  civil  socieW,  namely,  the 
administration  of  criminal  justice.  The  present  ap- 
pearance of  the  gentlemen  whom  I  am  now  addressing, 
satisfies  me  that  his  Majesty's  wisdom  in  issuing  these 
commissions  will  never  be  frustrated,  as  frustrated  it 
would  undoubtedly  be,  if  ever  the  time  should  come 
when  the  administration  of  justice  was  not  attended  by 
gentlemen  of  the  first  dignity,  rank,  and  respectability, 
because  such  an  event  could  not  but  lessen  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice  in  the  eyes  of  the  common  people 
of  En^nd.  Nothing  can  be  more  important  and 
more  essential  to  the  interests  of  the  community  than 
that  the  administration  of  justice  should  be  maintained 
in  its  purity,  by  the  countenance  of  all  honourable  and 
respectable  men. 

Gentlemen,  the  calendar  now  presented  to  us,  con* 
tains*  undoubtedly,  a  considerable  number  of  offences. 
I  jam  sorry  to  observe  a  great  number  of  crimes,  of 
various  descriptions,  set  down  for  trial.    What  the 
result  of  lliese  trials  may  be.  Gentlemen,  it  is  not  for 
me  now  to  judge.     Notwithstanding  the  number,  and 
the  variety  of  these  offences,  Aey  are  not,  in  general, 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  me  to 
address  to  you  any  particular  observations.     I  am 
sorry  to  say,  that  they  are,  for  the  most  part,  such 
offimces  as  you,  and  other  magistrates,  are  weekly, 
and,  I  am  almost  afraid,  daily  occupied  in  investigat- 
ing;  and  the  principles  of  law  applicable  to  such  cases 
are,  probably,  as  well  known  to  you  as  they  are  to 
my  learned  brother  and  myself.     I  need  scarcely  add, 
that  if  any  difficult  should  arise  in  the  progress  of 
yonr  investigation  of  these  cases,  and  you  should  wish 
to  aiake  any  inquiry,  my  learned  biother  and  mysdf 

L  2 


\ 


7t>  MU&QBB   OF   WEARE, 

will  most  cheerfully  and  readily  afford  you  our  anisfc- 
aDce. 

There  is  one  case,  however,  on  which  it  is  neces- 
sary  that  I  should  say  soniethiog,  because  I  uud^* 
stand  it  has  made  a  considerable  noise  in  the  woild. 
When  I  say  this,  I  do  not  say  it  idly ;  for  I  can  assuits 
you,  with  truth,  that  I  have  seen  nothing  connected 
with  this  case,  except  the  depositions  which  we  re  sent 
to  me  when  I  was  appointed  a  judge  of  this  circuit, 
and  that  I  have  most  cautiously  abstained  from  read- 
ing one  single  word  which  has  appeared  in  any  of  the 
public  prints.  I,  for  one,  therefore,  may  say,  that, 
as  far  as  any  previous  opinion  of  the  case  is  concerned, 
a  more  impartial  person  than  myself  never  entered  a 
court  of  justice. 

I  feel  it  necessary  to  make  a  few  preliminary  obser- 
vations on  this  case,  with  a  view  to  future  circum- 
stances. The  language  of  reproach  is  never  pleasant 
to  me  ;  it  is  hostile  to  my  feelings ;  but  in  adminbter- 
ing  the  justice  of  the  country  I  have  a  duty  to  discharge 
which  is  paramount  to  all  personal  considerations. 
These  depositions  have,  somehow  or  other,  as  I  have 
been  informed,  been  copiously  dispersed  by  means  of 
the  public  press.  The  fault  ceitainly  originated,  thou^ 
I  have  no  doubt  most  unintentionally,  and  I  b^  not 
to  be  understood  as  throwing  out  any  personal  reflec- 
tion on  the  conduct  of  any  gentleman,  but  the  fault 
certainly  originated  in  the  magistrates  allowing  any 
person  whatever  to  enter  their  private  room  during  the 
investigation  of  tlie  matter,  and  to  take  notes  of  the 
case.  I  hold,  and  I  believe  I  shall  be  borne  out  in 
what  I  say  by  my  learned  brother,  that  there  is  a  vast 
diftbrence  between  tlie  inquisitorial  and  the  judicial 
|K)wer  of  a  magistrate.  Where  a  magistrate  is  acting 
judicially,  he  is  liable,  like  all  other  judges,  to  be 
heard  and  judged  of  himself.  For  my  own  part,  I 
may  truly  say,  that  I  wish  my  judicial  opinions  to  be 
exauiiued  with  all  possible  freedom.  I  trust  that  I 
always  mean  to  do  what  is  right,  but  I  am  aware  tba^ 
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I. am  continually  in  error,  for  no  human  being  can 
doubt  that  he  errs  continually,  because  he  is  a  human 
being.  When  a  magistrate,  however,  is  inquiring 
into  a  crime,  to  say  that  all  the  depositions  in  such  a 
case  should  be  published  generally  to  the  world,  is  a 
proposition  which  cannot  be  listened  to  for  a  single 
moment.  It  is  his  duty  to  invest^te,  to  inquire; 
and  the  statute  law  prescribes  a  rule  ror  his  conduct  in 
the  discharge  of  that  duty. 

The  statute  of  Philip  and  Mary,  which  was  passed 
upwards  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  requires 
that  all  examinations  before  magistrates,  in  cases  of 
inarder  and  felony,  shall  be  taken  in  writing,  and 
transmitted  to  the  judges  of  Oyer  and  Terminer.  Tlie 
constant  practice,  with  respect  to  these  depositions, 
has  been  to  transmit  them  directiy  to  the  judges,  and 
the  party  accused,  or  his  advisers,  have  never  been 
permitted  to  see  them.  The  depositions  have  been 
subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  counsel  for  the  pro- 
secution, and  to  the  officer  of  the  court,  as  well  as  to 
tjie  judges,  but  they  have  always  been  religiously  kept 
from  the  observation  of  the  accused. 

The  consequence  of  the  publication  of  this  evidence 
IS,  that  the  accused  party  knows  all  that  will  be  pro- 
duced against  him  at  his  trial,  and  the  object  of  send- 
ing the  depositions  to  the  judges  is  in  this  manner 
entirely  defeated.  It  occurred  to  me,  while  the  oath 
was  being  administered  to  the  Grand  Jury,  that  there 
was  another  strong  argument  to  shew  the  importance 
of  reserving  the  depositions  for  the  use  of  the  judges 
and  the  prosecutors:  the  grand  juryman  swears  to 
keep  ihe  Kings  counsel,  his  fellows*  and  his  own 
secret ;  but  by  the  publication  of  the  depositions,  all 
the  evidence  is  published  before  it  comes  to  fiis  know- 
ledge. This  never  can  be  right  under  any  circum- 
stances. I  have  said  thus  much,  because  I  am  most 
anxious  to  preserve  the  purity  of  justice ;  and  because, 
highly  as  I  esteem  the  liberty  of  the  press,  I  hold  the 
trial  by  Jury,  as  a  palladium  of  British  liberty,  in 
still  higher  veneration  ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  that 
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ptlhitinm  can  only  be  maintained  in  ili  pontjTf  M  kxMr 
as  the  adminbtratkm  of  justice  continues  poie  and 

uncorrupted. 

I  mean  not  to  say  that  the  administration  of  justice 
has  been  effected  by  thb  proceeding;  but  it  may  be 
put  in  danger.  It  is  a  proceeding  which  is  not  only 
dangerous  to  ttie  accusers,  but  it  may  be  so  to  the  ac- 
cused. Of  this  I  am  quite  sure,  that  it  is  a  proceed- 
ing most  injurious  to  the  administration  of  justice,  and 
Cfdculated  most  materially  to  impede  its  course  .  It 
imposes  upon  Judges  the  necessity  of  addressing  eveo 
Gentlemen  of  your  high  character  in  the  country  widi 
unusual  energy,  in  order  to  prevent  any  improper  bias 
either  on  the  one  side  or  on  the  other. 

The  publication  of  evidence  is,  upon  tlie  whcde,  how- 
ever, more  favourable  to  the  accused  than  to  the  pro- 
secutor; because  it  gives  the  accused  a  benefit  which  te 
law  of  England  never  comtemplated,  namely,  an  op^ 
portunity  of  knowbg  beforehand  the  points  which  may 
be  brought  in  evidence  against  him  on  his  trial  Whe- 
ther this  may  be  beneficial  to  one  of  the  parties,  or 
disadvantageous  to  either  or  both  of  them,  I  will  not 
pretend  to  decide,  but  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  such 
a  proceeding  b  highly  blameabie. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  no  difficulty  in  stating  my  opi- 
nion to  you,  in  the  hearihs  of  my  Learned  Brother  ■ 
and  I  believe  my  opinion  is  sanctioned  by  the  authori- 
ty of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  and  by 
that  of  all  the  Judges  who  have  sat  on  the  bench 
during  the  last  century— that  to  print  evidence  d  prhri 
on  a  criminal  case,  which  is  to  form  the  subject  of  in- 
quiry in  a  Court  of  Justice  before  a  Jury,  accompa- 
nied with  notes  and  comments,  is  a  high  crime  and 
misdemeanour,  punishable,  on  conviction,  by  fine,  and 
imprisonment  Such,  according  to  my  firm  belief,  is 
the  law  of  the  land  with  reference  to  this  point.  There 
was  one  piece  of  evidence  in  this  case,  which,  as  I 
have  been  informed,  was  published,  and  of  which  } . 
cannot  but  consider  the  publication  as  roost  tmadvised. 
I  do  not  wish  to  make  any  harsh  observations,  but  I 
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cuDOtbelpreinarkiDg,  that  the  public  themaahrgs  haw 
in  fome  measure  occasiooed  this  mischief.  Theve 
■asms  to  be  a  praiency,  and  an  appetite  for  news 
among  the  people  of  this  country,  such  as  characteri- 
JBd  the  Athenians  of  old,  who,  as  the  Grecian  Usto- 
ikns  inform  us,  were  always  desirous  of  reading  some- 
thing new.  In  fact  they  seem  to  be  never  satisfied 
unless  ibey  are  absolutely  glutted  with  things  of  this 
tort.  The  piece  of  evidence  to  which  I  have  just  al- 
luded is,  as  I  understand,  a  confession  of  one  of  the 
prisoners;  and  a  very  little  reflection  will  enable  people 
to  see  the  mischief  which  must  arise  from  the  publica- 
tion of  such  a  document  A  confession  is,  of  all  other 
tfiii^,  that  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  say,  until  the 
period  of  trial,  whether  it  be  or  be  not  admissible  in 
evidence;  and  nothing,  therefore,  could  be  more  unad- 
vised, independently  of  its  illegality,  tfian  its  prema- 
ture publication. 

I  shall  say  no  more  on  this  subject  at  present;  but  I 
trust  thfit  what  I  have  said  will  induce  Gentlemen  to 
■effect  on  the  consequences  of  a  practice,  which  they 
have  permitted.  I  have  no  doubt,  with  the  best  inten- 
tions, but  from  the  continuance  of  which  much  mis- 
chief would  arise  to  the  administration  of  justice. 

Gentlemen,  the  case  which  has  drawn  from  me 
these  observaticms  is  a  charge  against  a  person  named 
John  Thurtell,  and  aminst  two  other  persons,  na- 
med Joseph  Hunt  and  Wm.  Probert,  as  accomplices, 
for  the  crime  of  murder;  a  most  awful  crime,  under 
whatever  circumstances  it  may  have  been  committed, 
but  which  appears  to  have  been  committed  in  this  case 
under  circumstances  of  peculiar  atrocity. 

What  ther  intention  of  those  who  prosecute  in  this 
case  may  be — whether  to  indict  all  three  of  them  as 
principals  in  the  first  degree,  or  to  indict  some  pf  them 
as.  principals  in  the  second  d^ee,  or  as  accessaries  be- 
fore or  after  tiie  fact — ^I  cannot  tell.  With  respect  to 
the  three  first  descriptions  of  crime,  as  committed  by 
principals  in  the  fii^t  and  second  degree,  and  by  ac- 
cessaries before  the  fact;  although  the  form  of  stating 
♦1-*^  nflfenccs  is  somen  hat  different*  the  le^al  tesAiU.  to 
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the  individuals,  if  convicted,  is  the  same.     A  princi- 
pal in  the  first  degree  is  the  person  who  actually  com- 
mits the  murder;  a  principal  in  the  second  degreie  is  a 
person  who  is  said  in  law  to  be  aiding,  present,  as- 
sisting, and  comforting  the  principal  in  the  first  deg^re^. 
If  a  man,  by  keeping  watch  and  ward  so  as  to  prevent 
intrusion,  or  in  any  othei'  manner  aid  and  assist  in  th^ 
murder,  though  he  be  not  the  person  who^truck  tlic 
blow^  he  is  equally  guilty  with  the  principarin  th^  first 
degree.     An  accessary  before  tlie  fact  is  he,  who, 
though  not  on  the  spot  where  the  murder  is  committed, 
yet  by  his  advice,  counsel  or  command  beforehand, 
assists  in  the  crime.     An  accessary  after  the  fact  is 
he  who,  after  the  fact  has  been  committed,  knowing- 
ly  receives,  harbours,  and   entertains   tlie   principal 
felon  or  felons.     Under  which  of  these  descriptions  tlie 
parties  may  be  indicted  in  this  unfortunate  case,  I  am 
unable  to  tell  you,  for  it  is  not  my  province  to  know- 
The  murder  appears  to  have  been  one  of  a  very 
dreadful  kind,  and  to  have  been  committed  under  cir- 
cumstances of  horrible  atrocity  by  some  person  or  other. 
The  evidence  in  this  case,  as  in  most  cases  of  murder, 
consists  of  a  chain  of  circumstances;  the  murder  is  not 
proved  by  positive  facts,  for  men  do  not  commit  thesp 
horrible  crimes  in  the  face  of  day ;  they  commit  them 
in  secret,  or  at  least  imagine  that  they  commit  tliem  in 
secret,  forgetting  that  His  eye  sees  them  from  whom  no 
secret  is  hidden.     It  is  only  therefore  by  a  chain  of 
circumstances  that  you  can  get  at  the  evidence  of  such 
crimes ;  and  I  need  not  observe  to  men,  whose  minds  are 
haiiituated  to  reasoning,  tiiat  circumstantial  evidence  is 
much  more  satisfactory  than  what  is  called  the  posi- 
tive testimony  of  one  or  two  witnesses.     Circumstan- 
tial ev  iilencc  establishes  similar  results  by  a  variety  of 
facts,  trifling,  perhaps,  when   separately   considered, 
luit  important,  as  they  conduce  to  the  same  end;  and 
it  is  {scarcely  possible  that  the  evidence  of  thirty  or 
forty   persons  on  apparently  unimportant  particulars, 
coulii  chiuje  in  so  as  to  produce  a  chain  of  proof  con- 
s!i>tcnt  in  all  its  parts,  and  cstablishaig  the  main  (jues- 
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tion  of  guilt  In  this  respect  circumstantial  evidence 
is  tMdd  less  fiable  to  error  or  suspicion  than  the  direct 
testimony  of  one  or  two  individuals. 

There  is  one  circumstance  which  I  observed  on 
rettding  the  depositions^  to  which  I  b^  leave  to  direct 
your  particular  attention.  I  understand  that  a  person 
has  either  been  removed  hither,  or  is  about  to  be  re- 
moved hither,  to  give  evidence  on  this  subject  before 
you  and  the  Petty  Jury.  I  have  read  the  deposition 
of  this  person,  who  is  a  female  of  the  name  of  Pro- 
bert,  and,  as  I  understand,  the  wife  of  one  of  the 
persons  accused.  I  have  no  difficulty  in  stating,  tlmt 
if  all  these  three  persons  are  generally  indicted  for  one 
and  the  same  ofience,  this  woman,  if  she  be  the  wife 
of  one  of  them,  cannot  be  called  as  a  witness,  either 
to  convict  her  husband  on  the  one  hand,  or  to  excul- 
pate him  on  the  other,  because  the  law  of  England 
on  a  principle  of  policy  will  not  allow  a  woman  to  be 
a  witness  either  for  or  against  her  husband.  I  am 
afraid,  Gentlemen,  you  will  think  I  have  detailed 
you  too  long,  but  I  was  anxious  to  make  your  minds 
easy  by  explaining  efvery  circumstance  which  might 
possibly  create  a  difficulty  in  your  investigation  of  this 
case. 

I  will  merely  add,  that  you,  as  the  Grand  Jury, 
are  not  called  upon  to  try  the  truth  or  falsehood  oi 
the  charge ;  you  are  merely  to  try,  whether  it  be  a  fit 
and  probable  case  to  put  these  persons  on  their  trial. 
If  you,  as  the  Grand  Jury,  were  to  hear  the  evidence 
pro  and  cotij  you  would  be  taking  u|ion  yourselves  a 
function  which  the  constitution  does  not  empower  you 
to  take :  you  would  be  usurping  the  functions  of  the 
Petty  Jury,  who  are  to  be  empannelled  before  me, 
and  who  are  to  receive  the  benefit  of  my  directions, 
if  any  benefit  tan  be  derived  from  my  directions 
Having  addressed  these  few  observations  to  you, 
Gentlemen,  I  have  now  only  to  request,  that  you  will 
retire  to  expedite  the  business  of  the  country. 

The  learned  Judge  having  concluded  his  charge,  the 
Grand  Jury  retired. 
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ADMISSION  OF  PROBERT  AS  KING'S 

EVIDENCE. 

Much  stress  had  from  the  first  beeD  laid  on  the  jm- 
propriety  of  holding  out  to  Hunt  any  hope  of  his 
being  admitted  as  Icing's  evidence,,  for,  under  that 
assurance  his  Confession,  which  certainly  led  to  the 
finding  the  body  of  Weare,  was  presumed  to  have 
been  made.  The  presumption  that  any  such  assonmce 
had  been  given  to  him  was,  however,  inconcect,  the 
magistrates  having,  as  we  have  already  shewn,  taken 
his  confession,  subject  to  the  opinions  of  higher  au- 
thorities  as  to  what  braefit  he  was  entitled  to  receive 
therefrom.  But  even  had  the  magistrates  received 
his  statement  under  every  assurance  of  protection,  he 
had  forfeited  all  claim  to  the  benefit  of  such  proouses 
by  the  liollow,  deceptive,  and  imperfect  nature  of 
his  communicaticMis.  It  has  ever  been  imperative  on 
persons  in  hb  situation  to  state  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  to  entitle  them  to 
any  merciful  consideration :  how  far  Hunt  had  ooai- 
plied  with  this  salutary  and  necessary  principle  in  the 
details  which  we  have  already  given,  will  be  seen  in 
our  sul)sequent  pages. 

Still  the  day  of  trial  approached,  and  nothing  had 
transpired  indicative  of  any  intention  of  altermg  the 
arrangement  supposed  to  exist,  by  which  Hunt's  evi- 
dence would  be  received  against  bis  accomplices.  It 
appears,  however,  that  the  day  previous  to  the  open- 
ing of  the  commission  at  Hertford,  a  consultation 
had  been  held  between  Mr.  Gurn£y  and  Mr.  Bol- 
LAND,  as  counsel  for  the  prosecution,  and  Mr«  Wil- 
liams and  Mr.  Charles  Phillips  retained  for  the 
defence  of  Probert,  in  which  the  propriety  of  admit- 
ting tbe  latter  as  King's  evidence,  and  putting  Hunt 
on  his  trial  as  the  accomplice  of  Thurtell,  was  dis- 
cussed, and  that  course  ultimately  decided  on.  The 
reasons  which  led  to  this  decision  were,  1st,  the  com- 
parative degree  of  guilt  of  the  respective  prisonersi 
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and  ooDseqaent  value  of  their  testimony,  so  many 
drcuffistances  having  occurred  to  show  that  Hunt's 
previous  knowledge  of,  and  share  in,  the  murder  was 
much  greater  than  he  had  admitted ;  and  Sdiy,  the 
wipossitHlity  of  the  crown  availing  itself  the  evidence 
of  Mrs.  Probert  in  a  case  in  wl^ch  her  own  husband 
was  one  of  the  accused  persons. 

If  any  doubts  had  remained  as  to  the  operation  of 
the  latter  consideration,  they  were  completely  removed 
by  the  concluding  observations  of  tlie  learned  Judge 
in  his  charge,  and  accordingly  some  time  after  the 
Grand  Jury  bad  retired, 

Mr.  Broderick,  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  pro- 
secution-entered the  court,  and  addressed  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Park  as  follows :-— *^  My  Lord,  I  am  instructed 
to  move  your  Ia)rdship  for  an  order  to  carry  WiUiam 
Probert,  one  of  the  persons  charged  with  the  murder 
of  Wm.  Weare  in  the  month  of  October  last,  now  in 
the  custody  of  the  gaoler  of  this  county,  before  the 
Grand  Jury,  in  order  that  he  may  give  evidence 
•touching  the  drcumstances  of  that  offence.  My  Lord, 
I  do  not  make  this  application  expressly  on  my  own 
li^sponsibili^,  but  I  am  fortified  by  the  opinion  of  a 
person  much  better  able  than  myself  to  come  to  a 
right  conclusion  on  the  subject — I  allude  to  the  indi- 
vidual to  whom  the  management  of  the  prosecution 
has  been  confided." — ^Mr.  Broderick  repeated,  tliat 
it  was  thouglit  essential  to  tbe  ends  of  justice  tliat 
Probert  should  be  admitted  a  witness  for  the  crown, 
land  on  that  ground  only  the  motion  had  been  deter- 
mined on.  llicre  were  many  circumstances,  which 
it  was  not  then  necessary  to  state,  which  rendered 
this  course  necessary. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  said,  he  knew  nothing  whatever 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  case ;  but  certainly,  upon 
the  application  made,  tlie  order  in  question  should  be 
granted,  and  Probert  should  be  taken  before  tlie 
Girand  Jury  ; 
*  The  Clerk  of  the  Assize  then  proceeded,  in  obe- 
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dience  to  his  Lordship's  desire*  to  prQ|wejinaidor 
for  Prohert  to  be  carried  before  the  Qrmd  J[ury.  -. . 

On  the  foreman  of  the  Grand  Jury  comiiiff  into 
court  shortly  afterwards,  with  some  freah  bil^  his 
Lordship  informed  him  of  the  order  wljich  be  had 
made,  and  intimated  hb  wish  that  they  should*  at 
their  earliest  convenience,  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  on  which  evidence  had  been  considered 
material. 

Prohert  remained  in  entire  ignorance  of  the  im- 
portant change  made  in  his  situation  until  the  veiy 
moment  that  he  was  summoned  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the 
gadcr,  to  appear  before  the  Grand  Jury  as  a  witnesa. 
For  a  moment  he  was,  as  it  were,  electrified  with 
astonishment ;  but  when  the  attendants  beg^  tp  di* ' 
vest  him  of  bis  fetters  he  gave  way  to  the  inoit  un- 
bounded joy.  Thartdl,  when,  he  heard  of  the  new 
arrangement,  expressed  considerable  surprise;  and 
still  more  when  he  was  informed  that  Hunt  would  be 
put  to  trial  with  him.  as  an  accessory  before  the  &ct 
Hunt  himself  affected  the  greatest  indignation  on  re- 
ceiving the  intelligence,  and  said  he  would  not  believe 
it  until  he  found  himself  upon  his  tnal.  Mr.  Harmei^ 
his  solicitor,  also  expressed  himself  very  strongly  on 
the  occasion. 

Prohert  was  conveyed  from  the  gaol  to  the  court 
house  in  a  post-chaise.  He  was  nearly  an  hour  under 
examination  before  the  Grand  Jury,  and  his  wife  was 
examined  immediately  after  him ;  but  every  precautipQ 
was  successfully  adopted  to  prevent  their  having  any 
communicati(Hi  with  each  other. 


FINDING  OF  THE  BILL. 

About  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  Grand  Jury  had 
completed  their  important  task,  when,  pursuant  to  the 
directions  given  by  Mr.  Justice  Park  at  the  risbg  of 
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tlie  Court,  thcj  were  couducted  by  the  officers  in  at- 
tendance to"  that  learned  Judge'3  lodgings,  where  they 
delivered,  liy  their  foreman,  the  Bill  of  Indictment, 
as  a  True  Bill  against  the  two  prisoners,  Thub- 
TELt  AND  Hunt. 


SECOND  DAYS  PROCEEDINGS. 

Before  day-light  on  tlie  morniog  of  the  5th  of  De- 
cember the  approacltes  to  the  town  in  all  directions 
,  were  crowded  witli  carriages  and  horsemen,  some 
?oming  from  I^ondoii,  and  otlicrs  from  the  villages  in 
b  I  neighbourhood,  in  which  lieveral  had  taken  up 
hejr  quarters  for  tlie  night. 

THE  COURT  HOUSE. 

fhe  officers  appointed  to  attend  at  the  doors  of  the 
Court  House  were  ordered  to  be  at  Llieir  posts  at  six 
o'clock,  but  long  before  that  lime  persons,  both  male 
aud  female,  iiad  begun  to  assemble  at  the  difierent 
«ntianccs,  and  to  evince  great  impatience  to  be  ad- 
mitted.    As  the  morning  advanced   the  crowd  in- 
circased  and   became   exti-emely  clamorous.      Some    ' 
..actually  forced  their  nay  in,  and  when  the  doors  were 
<jp«i,  every  pari  of  the  building  was  filled.     It  be- 
came necessary  subsequently  to  remove  those  indi> 
viiluala  who  had  improperly  obtruded   tljcmselves  in 
places  destined  for  the  accommodation  of  particular 
I         persons.     A  great  number  of  the  sporting  fraternity 
were  down,  and  it  was  not  a  Htllc  disgusting  to  hear 
Wts  oBercd  and  taken  in  the  market-place  with  a5 
iiDch  avidity  as  if  ll»c  subject  at  issue  was  the  men 
•determination   of  a  boxing-match  or  a   liorse-raca 
li        ^oiJie  of  these  peisons  oftcred  large  bribes  for  admia- 
^L    ^Kin  into  tlic  Court,  hut  such  was  t)ie  excellence  of 
^^    thu  airangcmcDts  made  by  the  High  Sherill  and  his 
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officers,  that  the  ill-consequence  of  the  permissioa  of 
such  a  system  was  entirely  obviated. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  PRISONERS. 

The  hour  appointed  for  conducting  the  prisoners 
from  the  gaol  to  the  Court  was  hal^past  seven,  and 
shortly  before  this  time  a  posse  of  constables  arrived 
at  the  prison,  and  stationed  tliemselves  within  the 
walls.  At  a  quarter  after  seven,  Thurtell,  who  had 
been  previously  under  the  hands  of  the  barber,  was 
brought  from  his  room.  Mr.  Wilson,  who  was  ap- 
prehensive that  on  meeting  Hunt  and  Probert  he 
miglit  be  induced  to  make  some  hostile  observafion, 
how  entreated,  as  a  personal  favour,  that  he  wopid 
not  speak  to  them.  Thurtell  immediately  pledged 
his  honour  that  he  M'ould  not  open  his  lips  to  tfiem. 
He  was  then  conducted  to  a  carriage,  which  was 
drawn  up  to  the  gate,  and  took  his  seat  on  the  further 
side.  He  had  a  small  bundle  of  papers  in  his  hand. 
In  mounting  the  steps  of  the  carriage,  although  there 
were  irons  on  both  his  legs,  he  shewed  great  agility, 
and  seemed  in  high  spirits.  Towards  the  crowds 
whicl)  was  assembled  even  at  that  early  hour  to  see 
iiiu),  he  threw  a  glance  of  contempt. 

Hunt  was  next  brought  forth.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  Harmer,  his  solicitor,  who  had  been 
with  him  from  six  o'clock,  fie  was  placed  on  the 
box,  and  an  officer  took  his  seat  by  his  side.  His 
manner  betokened  great  confusion.  The  carriage 
was  driven  off  at  a  quick  pace,  followed  by  a  body  of 
javelin-nicn,  to  the  Court-House. 

The  moment  the  prisoners  arrived,  tlie  iron  gates  at 
the  back  of  the  building  were  thrown  open.  Thurtell 
iirst  alia[hted,  and  was  conducted  to  a  {passage  which 
is  called  the  pounds  immediately  behind  the  dock;  in 
wtiich  tliey  afterwards  appeared.  He  was  plad^  in 
a  part  of  the  pound,  distinct  from  that  into  which 
Hunt  was  immediately  afterwards  introduced.  On 
Hunt  entering,  ThurteU  fixed  upon  him  a  stem  gaze. 
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but  Hunt  did  not  direct  his  eyes  towards  bim.     Nei« 
ther  of  die  prisoners  at  the  moment  uttered  a  word. 

The  carriage  was  then  sent  back,  and  Probert  was 
brought  from  the  prison.  He  was  without  irons,  and 
.  manifested  a-  good  deal  of  agitation  ;  he  was  placed 
near  to  Hunt.  Thurtell  again  fixed  his  eyes  on  Hunt 
and  then  on  Probert,  but  not  a  word  was  uttered  by 
any  of  them. 

A  waiter  shortly  afterwards  arrived  with  coffee  and 
toast  for  the  prisoners.  Tburtell,  on  seeing  liiiii 
approach,  called  to  him  in  an  autlioritative  tone,  and 
said,  "  bear  a  hand — ^let  me  have  some  of  that."  The 
man,  in  consequence,  went  first  to  him,  although  most 
distant,  and  he  helped  himself  to  two  cups  of  coffee 
and  a  large  proportion  of  toast,  before  he  would 
suffer  the  tray  to  be  carried  to  hia  former  associates. 
He  seemed  to  enjoy  this  apparent  acknowledgment  of 
his  supremacy,  and  smiled  as  they  afterwards  partook 
of  the  meal. 

OPENING  OF  THE  COURT. 

At  half-past  seven  o'clock,  the  persons  provided 
with  tickets  took  their  respective  places.  There  was 
a  very  considerable  body  of  the  Magistracy  in  attend* 
ance.  In  their  box  were  the  Earl  Cowper,  the  Mar- 
quis of  Salbbury,  and  Lord  Duncannon.  At  eight 
o'clock  Mr.  Justice  Park  took  his  seat  upon  the 
bench.  His  Lordship,  after  having  saluted  the  Ma- 
gistracy and  Counsel^  observed  that  he  wished  it  to 
be  understood,  that  no  persons  should  be  allowed  to 
stand  up  in  Uie  gallery.  In  such  a  crowded  court, 
it  was  essential  to  have  a  proper  circulation  of  air ; 
and  as  the  effect  of  such  a  practice  was  to  obstruct 
and  choke  it,  he  was  determined  to  bold  it  as  a  po- 
sitive rule,  that  none  but  those  who  had  seats  should 
remain.  Any  person  offending  i^nst  that  order, 
after  that  commMnication,  shoutd  l^  committed. 


;  \  ^KirkAN€£  QIS  THE  PCilSQNBES;,';. 

Mr.  Wilson,  tiie  Goveroor.oC.Hevtfiml  G^oiy.tbn^ 
entered. the  dock,  tosa^diy  hioitetf ttat^nmytUv^ 
was  duly  arranged  before  the  priaoners  .eoiemL  His 
entrance  immediately  attracted  the  inquimtim  franco 
of  every  eye  towards  the  passage  throc^  wbkh  fd- 
soners  are  conducted  from  the.g^  to  the  Court  .  As 
the  door  turned  on  its  hinges^  the  clanking  <tf  chains 
in  the  distance  excited  a  hurried  apd  painful  emdion 
of  intense  anxiety  throu^iout;  the  cxoifdcd  aaditidfy. 

The  door  opened,  and  Hunt,  entered  first,  Pireliat 
second,  and  Thurtdl  last«  Hunt  was  placed  on  the 
rif^t  hand,  Probert  in  the  €entn$  and  Thurtdl  on  the 
left  extremity  of  the  dock.  The  three  prisooeff 
bowed  respectfolly  to  the  Court*  Hunt's  manner, 
though  roQjSt  decorous^  was  obviously  an  eflfort  It. 
seemed  as  if,  by  a  previous  discipline  of  mind  and 
feeling,  he  had  been  able  to  conquer  the  efiects  of  a 
temperament  which  evidendy  did  not  indicate  much 
of  constttutibnal  courage.  He  was  dressed  in  Uack, 
with  a  white  cravat,  and  closely  shaven  over  the  whole 
contout*v  His  features  were  fixed,  save  the  e^ 
which  took  a  rapid  survey  of  the  Cknirt  His' binds 
were  folded,  and,  with  a  dramatic  grace,  nlaced  bdfen^ 
the  lower  part  of  his  body;  occa^phaU^  he  nibved 
his  ri^t  htod  oyer  his  ^es,  as  if  he  wereklMffiBK 
under  the  affliction  of  head-ach.  At  odnct '  tiibo 
he  looked  over  a  mamncript  which  he  dreW  firom  his 
pocket,  and  made  a  note  widi  a  pencil. 

Probert  evidently  shewed  that  be  felt  most  sen- 
sitively the  awfol  character  t>f  the  scene'  befeone  hhta, 
and  in  which  he  was  so  prominent  an  actor.  Hfih 
countenance  and  whole  demeanour  at  once  cunvincBd 
the  observer,  that  all  the  horrOrs  of  such  a  chaige  as 
that  for  which  he  stood  to  be  aorr^ned,  were^tron^ 
impressed  upon  fais  feelings.  T&  reflections  matt 
the  sechision  of  a  prison  must  natoraDy  excite  U  at 
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xmnd  which,  thoush  possibly  not  loaded  with  the 
sense  of  actual  goih,'  had  yet  to  accuse  itself  of  those 
dangerous  pursuits  and  banetul  connexions  which  led 
to  the  predicament  in  which  he  stood,  were  evidently 
not  lost  upon  him.  Care  and  conscience  had  been 
at  work,  and  his  countenance  exhibited  their  haggard 
eflfaets.  Though  naturally  a  handsome  man,  his  ap- 
pearance was  woe-worn,  and  his  demeanour  calculated 
to  excite  commiseration.  He  looked  as  his  inward 
feelings  might  be  supposed  to  dictate,  nor  was  any 
indication  of  a  sustained  exertion  at  all  visible.  He 
was  dressed  in  a  black- coat  and  waistcoat,  blue  pan- 
taloons, and  white  cravat ;  there  was  not  that  atten- 
tion to  his  hair  which  Hunt's  had  exhibited,  and  it 
looked  as  if  it  was  turning  grey  with  rapidity. 

•  Thurtell — ^who,  after  the  first  general  survey  of  the 
prisoners,  sustained,  as  it  were,  the  concentrated  g^ze 
of  the  auditory-— looked  firm,  determined,  and  indeed 
unembarrassed.  His  temperament,  like  his  frame, 
seemed  iran.  Were  his  chains  off,  and  he  placed 
promiscuously  in  the  Court,  no  man  would  have  said 
-*•*'  That  is  a  prisoner  under  the  chai^ge  of  murderV' 
He  looked  successively  at  every  part  of  the  Court, 
and  evinced  a  degree  of  curiosity  to  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  names  of  many  of  the  persons  pre- 
aeat.  He  frequently  conversed  with  the  Governor 
of  the  prison,  and  listened  to  every  thing  said  with 
ooDsiderable  attention.  He  recognised  his  Solicitor, 
Mr.  Jay,  in  the  Court,  and  wrote  a  note  to  hitn  ;  M  r. 
Jay  promptly  attended  and  received  liis  coinmuni 
cations,  at  which  he  evidently  was  pleased. 

ARRAIGNMENT  OF  THE  PRISONERS. 

Mr.  Reynolds,  the  Crier,  having  made  the  usual 
proclamation  in  opening  the  Court, 

Mr.  Knapp,  Clerk  of  tlie  Arraigns,  read  tlie  in- 
dietaient  on  the  Bill  found  by  the  Grand  Jury. 

the  ordinary  question  put  as  to  the  plea,  Thur 
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tell,  'Q  the  ordinary  tone  of  voice,  answered— Not 
Guilty.     How  tried? — By  God  and  my  Country. 

Hunt»  on  the  question  being  put,  answered  in  a 
more  emphatic  manner — ^Not  Guilty,  my  Lord.  How 
tried  ?-— By  my  God  and  my  Country. 

Thurteli,  Hunt,  and  Probert,  were  then  arraigned 
on  the  inquisition  of  the  County  attested  by  the 
Coroner~To  which  all  pleaded  Not  Guilty. 

MOTION  FOR  POSTPONING  THE  TRIAL 

Messrs.  Adamthwaite,  Jay,  Fenton,  and  Helme,  weie^ 
sworn*  to  a  certain  affidavit  on  which  it  was  intended 
to  ground  an  application  for  the  postponement  of 
the  trial, 

Mr.  Andrews  then  rose  and  addressed  the  Court 

'  It  was  his  duty,^  he  said,  **  to  put  in  an  affidavit 

on  the  part  of  the  prisoner,  Thurtdl,  which  had  been 

sworn  to  by  his  sol^itor,"  and  concluded  by  moving 

that  such  affidavit,  with  its  exhibits,  &c.  be  received. 

Mr.  Justice  Park,  ordered  the  affidavit  to  be 
received,  and  Mr.  Knapp  proceeded  to  read  it  to  the 
Court. 

It  was  a  very  long  and  circumstantial  statement  by 
the  gentieman  whom  we  have  already  named,  of  all 
the  events  connected  with  or  growing  out  of  the 
murder  for  which  the  prisoners  stood  arraigned.  It 
commenced  by  describing  the  impediments  thrown  in 
the  way  of  the  communication  between  the  prisoner, 
Thurteli,  and  his  professional  advisers  ; — ^referred  to, 
and  quoted  at  great  length,  certain  paragraphs  and 
statements  in  the  newspapers  ;-*narrated  tbeparticu* 
Jars  of  the  drama  produ^  at  tiie  Surrey  Theatre ; 
complained  generally  of  the  publication  of  the  evi- 
dence given  before  the  magistrates  at  Hertford  and 
the  coroner's  jury,  and  particularly  of  the  Confession 
of  Hunt ;  and  insisted  upon  the  falsehood  of  many 
statements  relative  to  the  prisoners,  whictr  had  appeared 
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la  newspapers,  books,  and  pampiilets,  all  of  which 
had  been  widely  circulated  in  tlie  county  of  Herlfoi-d 
and  elseiviiere,  until  itic  circutalioii  of  sucli  Ijooks  and 
jtuuipfilets  had  been  put  a  stop  to  by  the  injunction 
of  the.  Lord  Chancellor. 

From  these  premises  the  deponents  felt  themselves 
at  liberty  to  infer  that  so  strong  a  degree  of  prejudice 
had  been  excited  by  nican^  of  the  public  press  and 
the  stage  against  Uie  accused  parties,  that  no  jury 
could  be  found  at  the  then  present  moineot  whose 
iniiids  where  suBicicnUy  unbiassed  and  free  from  pre- 
judice, to  alVord  the  prisoners  a  real  and  impartial 
trial,  consistent  wjih  tlic  true  spirit  and  meaning  of 
our  laws,  wbicli  presume  every  man  to  be  innocent 
until  he  is  found  guilty. 

When  in  reading  the  aflidavit  the  clerk  came  to 
that  part  which  had  a  reference  to  the  ordinary 
communications  of  the  daily  press  in  cases  where 
sanguinaxy  murders  have  been  undoubtedly  com- 
mitted, and  the  body  of  the  murdered  individual  had 
been  discovered — 

Mr.  Justice  Park  interposed :  You  are  atvare, 
Mr,  Andrews,  said  he,  that  I  am  ignorant  of  tlie 
contents  of  tlie  remaining  part  of  that  affidavit,  but 
from  the  reference  of  the  last  paragraph,  I  am  per- 
suaded it  alludes  to  newspaper  publications,  and  that 
a  quotation  di  those  articles  is  about  to  be  read.  Be- 
fore that  communication  is  recorded,  I  would  submit 
to  your  own  e^tcellent  understanding,  aided  by  the 
^le  counsel  that  co-operate  with  you,  whether  or  not 
the  very  course  you  are  about  to  pursue  is  not  likely 
to  aggravate  the  very  evil  of  which  you  complain.  I 
know  not  wliiit  others  may  have  (iunL%  but  I  can  most 
satisfactorily  assure  you  that  there  is  at  least  one  in- 
dividual in  this  Court  who  has  not  read  tiiosc  stale- 
raents.  I  think  also  that  1  nmy  presume  to  go  further, 
■nd  say,  that  amongst  that  respectable  portion  of  per- 
sons «ho  have  been  impanneJIed  on  tlie  array  in  this 
coun^^  there  are  many  who  have  not  read  tlicni,  and 


IW  .  uvmoMMi-avmmMaM,.   ..... 

who  are  m9'.mm  any  alleged  prejudice  ior  ^Abm|V- 
ception.  .1  mto^y,  in  my  charge  to  the'gniljl 
inquest  of  this  onin^,  sated  my  o^fons  as' « 
the  I^ility  and  e^ts  of  these  publibatibos.  WbeOiv 
the  presmt  application  .groundw  on  such  affidstit  be 
to  put  off  the  trial  or  bot,  or  whether  it  wiU  be  po■^' 
pooed,  I  of  coarse  aoi  at  present  .ignbrant  of;  odt  1 
would  anio  renew  my  recommetidatioa  to  die  aUe 
Gomisel  Kir  the  prisoners,  to  ctHisider  tlie  poBsitifc 
effect  of  batiDg  these  extracts  read.  You  willeM- 
salt  toge&er,  and  no  doubt  exercise  a  «ise  discretidll. 

BIr.  Andbews  replied :  IhaTe,myLord,(JoittulWd 
with  my  learned  fnieods,  and  after  the  most  matnte 
deliberation  when  6rst  we  met  on  this  sutijeet— an 
ofHnion  to  which,  with  every  feeeling  of  defereoce  to 
your  Lordship's  xecommendation,  we  feel  it  our  duty 
to  adhere— "we  must  press  the  iteadine  of  tMs  affidarlL 

Mr.  Justice  Fabk— Vfery  well.  Pifo^eed  with  ilw 
affidavits,  and  let  lite  responutnlity  iall  wba«  it  ttiigbt 

Daring  the  fiirther  readbg  of  the  affidavit' souk 
chairs  were  brought  into  the  magistrete's  box,  and  tto 
Judge  ordered  that  the  prisoners  should  have  ataU, 
Chairs  were  accordingly  provided  for  them.  -  TburteU 
took  an  apple  from  his  pocket,  and  occasionally  took 
a  pinch  of  snuff  from  his  box. 

As  Mr.  Knapp  proceeded  in  his  reading  of  this 
affidavit,  the  learned  Judge  fdt  at  a  loss  to  underBtmd 
certain  slang  terms;  such  as  nader,  for  a  pocket 
book ;  noi,  for  a  member  of  the  higher  dasses,  or 
nobility;  blunt,  for  money;  which  Mr.  Gomc^ 
prompdy  ex(^ned. 

Mr.  Andrews— As  the  affidavit,  widi  its  esfaifaili, 
is  now  before  the  Court,  it  becotnea  my  duty  to  addivi 
myself  to  your  Lordship.  It  is  evident  frnn  the  0^ 
tracts  adverted  to  in  that  affidavit,  that  in  a  oouatry 
where  tiie  purity  of  the  administration  of  justice  i> 
unsullied,  and  the  conduct  of  those  who  adminialer 
it  beyond  suspicion,  an  endeavour  has  been  perti- 
naciously, and  I  fear  too  successfully  made,  to  have 
that  administratioo  and  condoct  assailed,  and  the 


TrtftTJin  df  our  pare  discbarge  of  duty  grossly  en- 
dangered. The  effect  of  such  a  steadf£t  and  un- 
ceasing influence  upon  public  opinion  must  inevitably 
be,  to  create  impressions  and  preconceptions  which 
go  to  defeat  that  dispassionate  inquiry.  It  is  most 
true,  that  though  it  was  impossible  such  efforts  could 
have  an  influence  on  the  mind  of  a  man  holding  the 
dignified  rank  and  enjoying  tlic  reputation  of  your 
Lordship,  yet  the  experience  of  every  day,  nay,  of 
every  hour,  must  satisfy  every  mind,  that  from  the 
infirmity  of  our  nature  and  the  inherent  curiosity  of 
mankind  on  questions  arising  out  of  such  calamities 
as  that  for  which  we  are  this  day  convened  in  this 
Court,  impressions  must  have  been  created,  through 
such  means,  on  the  minds  of  the  -great  body  of  the 
people,  and  it  was  as  lamentably  certain,  that  when 
once  these  preconceptions  were  entertained,  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  have  them  obliterated.  There 
was  an  avidity  in  the  ordinary  classes  of  society  for 
such  information ;  they  were,  as  it  were,  hungry,  nay, 
greedy  for  details  on  such  subjects;  andT  however 
originally  gratified,  the  difficulty  of  removing  the 
original  impressions  was  insurmountable.  The  mur- 
der alleged  to  have  been  committed,  took  place  on 
the  24th  of  October  last,  and  yet  from  that  hour  tlic 
public  press — not  for  a  day  or  a  week,  but  up  to  that 
hour — teemed  with  excitations  on  that  lamentable 
event,  and  the  unhappy  prisoners,  without  trial  or  in- 
vestigation, were  prejudged  as  guilty.  What  the  magis- 
tracy of  the  county  dare  not  assert — what  they  wouki 
not  dare  to  allow  to  proceed  from  their  investigations, 
the  public  press  had  not  alone  dared  to  publish,  but 
also  to  add  their  own  comments.  Not  satisfied  with 
limiting  their  efforts  even  to  the  reports  of  legal  ex- 
aminations (a  right  extremely  questionable) — they 
ventured  to  the  extent  of  passing  their  own  comments 
upon  the  circumstances,  filling  up,  as  it  were,  the 
skdeton  of  these  preliminary  inquiries  by  their  own 
)  conclusions,  and,  in  so  doing,  were  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanor at  law.    Under  the  circumstances  to  which 
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I  hav^  adverted*  and  fixim.  Ae  atatemcDte  Mt  Sostl^JD 
tim  affidavit  bdhre  this.  Cpurt*  I  am  wanntedi^ 
layiitf*  that  a,  Jmy  talcen  firomjdie  gnaat  bb^y  df  tt|e 
peopl^  most  oojqao  to  the  decUioa  with  dbofdene^t 
nay,  poiscnidd  wmd9  a^pjnst  the  priflonera atthpjliar. 
It  18  a  principle  of  fintish  law*  that  when  a  jntjf* 
£aLCtory  fround  can  be  shewn  tm^  the  postpcMnemqit  jtf 
atriaC  delay  wUl  be  granted.  Have  I,,i^|.{ipini)i|l 
out  reasons  suffidfpt.. to  ground  my  applicatiapi,'te 
such  delay  in  the  present  instance?  It  is  sworf&j^' 
the  prisoners*  scdiators  that  upwards  of  .ten  fH^i^ffj^ 
of  these  wicked  publications  have  been  dicuktad  in 
thexxMinty  of  Hert^rd.  Have  I  not  shewn  to  you  tbttfc 
at  the  late  residencie  of  one  of  the  prisooerBiL  wlwv 
the  n^urder  is  all^pd  to  have  been  coramitttd,  penqas 
were  stationed,  who,  with  an  industiy,  set  in  motionr 
by  their  sordid  desire  of  giun,  disperjsed  those  !wicl^ 
publications  to  aU  that  multitude  of^  persons  wAs;^ 
whether  influenced  by  curiosity  or  indignatpon  MffietlL 
the  accused,  visited  that  place.  What,  I  ask|  jpqmt 
be  the  efiect  of  such  unremitting  efibrts  on  die  poblie 
mind  ?  Has  human  nature  so  altered,  that  we  shooU 
be  justified  in  saying  such  causes  must  have  not  gffh 
duced  their  correspc^ent  effect ;  and  that,  on  an  6e- 
currence  which  eicited  such  intense  anxiety,  a  stroqg 
prejudice  against  the  unhappy  men  at  the  bar  has  not 
been  created  ?  My  Lord,  I  feel  I  can  appeal  to  yoHi 
and  ask  with  firmness,  what  stronger  mnounds  ooold 
I  lay  before  yon  to  ask  for  further  time  r 

Mr.  Justice  Par  k — When  ? 

Mr.  Andrews  resumed :  I  say  for  postponement 
to  the  next  Assizes ;  but  it  is  not  for  me  to  Jimit  tbf 
time.  I  appeal  to  your  sense  of  justice  to  jprnt  that 
delay  which  I  feel  confident  a  sense  of  justice  lalfpq 
will  limit.  I  sa^,  to  Qroceod^  under  the  (.fB^rif 
cumstances  to  which  it  is  my  painful  duty  to  ad? 
vert,  the  unhappy  prisoners  at  the  bar  are  placed  ia 
a  state  of  jeopardy.  I  would  b^  your  Lordship , to 
remember  what  has  happeqed  to  these  meii  smqa 
their  imprisonment^  iy»  to  die  SOfh  of  NQvember; 
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they  have  been  shut  out  from  the  advantage  of  pro- 
fessional aid.  I  will  not  complain  of  the  conduct  of 
tlint  respectable  magistracy,  who  no  doubt  felt  they 
hud  good  and  excellent  reasons  for  their  conduct  on 
that  point.  It  is  sutficient  for  me  to  say  that  such  was 
the  feet.  When  to  this  I  superadd,  that  not  only  nu- 
merous publications,  but  even  a  dramatic  represent- 
ation has  been  presented  on  the  stage — that  infamous 
placards  have  been  posted  in  the  streets,  and  printed  in 
letters  calculated  to  catch  every  eye,  and  couched  in 
terms  which  could  not  but  have  the  effect  to  hold 
up  the  unfortunate  men  at  the  bai  as  objects  of 
horror,  there  seems  to  me  reason,  ample  reason, 
for  postponing  this  trial.  In  this  very  town  of 
Hertford,  where  justice  was  to  be  administered,  at  ■ 
the  very  threshold  of  the  sanctuary  of  justice,  the 
public  mind  had  been  polluted  ;  hundreds  of  placards 
and  bills  had  been  circulated ;  facts  had  been  dis- 
torted, wrong  views  of  the  case  presented  to  the 
minds  of  those  very  persons  who  were  to  form  the 
Jurors  on  this  important  trial;  and  who  could  say 
what  effect  tins  might  have  on  the  fate  of  the  un- 
happy men  at  the  bar  ?  Can  your  Lordship  tell  who, 
of  all  those  who  have  been  called  on  as  Jurors,  have 
Itad  tlieir  minds  polluted,  or  are  in  a  fit  state  to  enter 
on  this  inquiry  ?  How  can  it  be  known,  when  the 
poison  has  been  so  extensively  circulated,  what  minds 
arc  free  from  the  taint ;  when  the  whole  community 
appeared  to  have  been  hungry  for  information,  and 
Khen  that  appetite  had  been  gratified  with  such  quan- 
tities of  ill-grounded  statements,  what  reason  was 
tbere  for  believing  that  men  could  be  found  in  any 
part  of  the  country  free  from  prejudice  against  the  pn- 
•oners?  One  of  the  ablest  statesmen  and  philo- 
iphers  that  ever  lived,  had  said — Let  a  man  be  told 
the  same  story  every  day  of  his  life  for  a  year,  and 
though  he  might  at  first  regard  it  ss  totally  false, 
be  would  come  »l  length  to  believe  it.  Let  this 
inaxiin  of  Mr.  Burke,  which  is  applicable  to  all  the 
ttffiilra  and  concerns  of  life,  be  applied  to  this  trial, 
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and  to  tbe  cucamstances  I  have  aiMtiondU' vMt 
how  fisarfiil  must  be  the  consequeDoes  iiie  4||A: 
have  to  apprehend?  One  n^  may  be  be|ta;:aii|IV' 
to  read  toan  another,  or  than  many  otlmv>-Vri; 
audi  a  man,  tbe  orator  of  the  company,  (m^Mj  * 
impresses  the  minds  of  all  his  hearers  vkh  Usiiffiini: 
exaggerated  impressions.  There  can  be  nq  dMlM;,. 
my Xordi  that  by  this  mode,  the. statements  .i^lidk 
have  been  published  have  been  repeated  and 
ated  beyond  calculation.  The  wealmqw  of 
nature  is  so  great,  that  it  is  easily  imposed  op.  :<ind. 
the  general  extension  of  piejudice  on  diis4Mi^ieat  is' 
alao  so  great,  that  diere  is  in  thissinj^  circnmstpMe 
sufficient  grbond  fordehyingtbe  ptesent-Uial,  iQi-iti 
can  be  entered  into  with' some  protiabilily  .of iOObmb^ 
to  a  just  and  impartial  verdict.  Never  simre  I  hani, 
been  acquainted  with  the  professiqa  has  a  cum  oC|Mi 
kind  be^  so  strong  as  thepreseot*.  Never  do  |  yi^ 
cdlect  a  case  in  which  tbe  pness  has  dona  ,«p  wnitik' 
mischief  as  in  this ;  and  never  was  a  cast^ahouUjIlii; 
trial  now  be  proceeded  in,  brought  forward  under>ipd|. 
circumstances  of  extraordio&ry  irritation  agunst'dw 
prisoners  ;  and  never  was  there  a  case  in  which  ^; 
course  of  justice  wa$  so  little  likely  to  be  dennos^ 
by  delay.  It  is  not  to  be.  expected  from  thoee  into 
aice  to  act  as  Jurors  on  this  occasion — not  that  I  jia* 
pute  this  to  them  as  a  fault,  or  suppose  it  aris^  fioin. 
any  improper  motives — but  it  cannot  be  expeded 
fiom  them,  that  when  all  the  socie^,  and  all  tbe  people 
around  them  are  in  a  state  of  excitement,  that  they 
should  remain  free  from  all  bias,  and  be  in  a  st^te  of 
calm  neutrality.  Even  your  Lordship,  with  a  mncb: 
stronger  underetanding,  i^d  more  en\£^  expeiie^ 
— with  a  mind  strei^thenea  by  education,  has  fil^nil 
it  necessary  to  abstain  cai^fpously  from  reaction  Ati^v)^. 
rious  publications  which  have  appeared  on  this  eiiaiti^i 
What,  then,  is  to  be  expected  from  the  JurorBp^^vdili 
cannot  be  philosophers,  or  havQ  iheirnundsenliliind 
like  that  of  your  Lordship?  What,  but  that  jd^ejf.v^ 
have  received  many  of  those  unfiivonral^e  'ininniiioiw 
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which  have  been  so  industriously  circulated — when 
their  minds,  their  reading,  their  habits,  ere  not  so 
formed  as  to  keep  them  from  above  the  influence  of 
such  impressions,  however  anxious  tliey  may  be,  as  un- 
doubtedly they  arc,  to  discharge  their  duty  honourably 
aod  huneatly  ?  Delay  will  furnish  no  dangerous  pre- 
cedent, and  will  be  subversive  of  no  settled  rules  of 
law.  But  what  do  I  ask  ?  Only  the  delay  of  a 
few  months.  And  can  public  inconvenience  or  pub- 
lic mischief  be  caused  by  this  delay?  If  it  were 
said  that  tliere  were  in  the  nature  of  this  atrocious 
crime  reasons  for  more  speedily  punishing  it  than  or- 
dinary crimes,  I  can  only  say  that  I  hope  no  such  cases 
will  again  occur ;  and  I  am  sure  that  if  they  do,  delay 
in  Uiis  case  will  be  no  precedent  for  not  punisliing 
tttem.  It  is  not  probable  either,  that  in  such  cases  si- 
milar publication!)  will  take  place,  or  similar  exhibitions 
will  be  made,  or  that  the  Court  will  he  put.into  a  ' 
state  similar  to  the  present.  No  danger  can  result 
to  the  administration  of  justice  from  delaying  this 
trial ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  my  Icarneil  fi'iends  oa 
the  opposite  side  will  not  have  any  sufficient  reason  to 
oliject  against  the  application  which  I  liave,  in  the 
course  of  my  duty,  made  to  your  Ixrdship. 

Mr.  Platt  followed  on  the  same  side  ;  and  said,  it 
was  not  enough  in  the  administration  of  justice  that  a 
criminal  should  be  punished,  or  an  innocent  man  ac- 
quitted ;  but  it  was  also  of  essential  importance  that 
the  public  should  be  satisfied  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
condemnadon  or  the  acquittal.  In  his  view  of  the 
case,  it  was  not  necessary  to  prove  the  necessity  for 
delay,  it  was  enougli  if  he  could  shew  that  no  danger 
to  the  due  administration  of  justice  would  result  from 
it.  He  had  little  occasion,  therefore,  to  refer  to  the 
garbled  statements  which  had  appeared  in  the  public 
prints,  or  to  the  indecorous  spectacle  which  had  beea 
represented  on  the  public  stage.  In  fact,  however, 
he  had  never  before  heard  of  such  a  quantity  of  ^u^ 
bkd  statcoieots,  be  believed  so  many  were  never  be- 
fixe  puUisbed  in  the  Bhoit  space  vi  three  months.    It 
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was  a  sufficient  reason  for  delaying  the  trial  also,  thai 
the  prisoners,  from  some  cause  or  other,  had  not  hadL^ 
access  to  their  professional  advisers.     On  this  grounA. 
it  was  right  to  postpone  the  trial,   that  the   publi 
might  be  satisfied,  and  their  feelings  not,  from  a 
blance  of  injustice,  be  enlisted  in  favour  of  men  wh< 
might  be  guilty  of  crime.     On  application  for  th 
mandamus,  and   on  ap[)lication   for   the  injunctioim 
against  the  printing  and  publishing,  as  mcU  as  against;; 
the  theatrical  exhibition,  and  the  more  shameful  post- 
ing-up  of  bills,  the  Court  hud  granted  them  immcdi* 
ately ;  shewing  that  there  was  matter  in  these  things 
for  serious  apprehension.    The  other  side,  also,  might 
suffer  from  the  haste  which  the  present  application 
was  intended  to  prevent.     The  pubhcations  on  which 
the  application  was  founded   had  been  dispersed  in 
great  numbers  through  the  whole  country  ;  5,000  at 
least  of  one  work  had   been  circulated  in  this  very 
county.     No  jury  could  at  present  be  found  either  in 
this  county,  or  perhaps  in  the  whole  kingdom,  quite 
free  from  improper  impressions,  and  it  M'as  surely  ex- 
posing the  administration  of  justice  to  serious  danger, 
now  to  bring  forward  the  trial.     His  lordship  knew 
if  this  trial  were  now  to  take  place,  and  the  unhappy 
prisoners  were  found  gnilty,  their  execution  would  be 
certain.     The  crime  of  which  they  were  accused  was 
one  for  vhich  no   pardon  was  granted,   no  respite 
made.     In  proportion,  therefore,  to  the  certainty  with 
which  the  punishment  followed   the   condemnation, 
ought  the  public  to  be  satisfied  that  the  prisoners  had 
received  a  fair  trial,  had  been  fairly  and  fully  con- 
victed ;  and   as  this  could  not  now  be  expected,  it 
was  necessary  that  the  trial  should  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Chitty  followed  on  the  same  side,  and  began 
by  stating,  that  the  great  excitement  of  the  public  mind 
made  it  very  difficult  where  to  draw  a  line,  and  to 
say,  not  when  the  eflects  of  the  poison  would  cease  to 
operate,  but  to  what  limits  it  had  now  extended. 
What  he  asked,  too,  had  been  frequently  granted; 
and  granted  in  very  recent  cases.    In  the  case  of  the 
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King  0.  Fleet,  which  was  the  case  of  an  injunction 
af^inst  a  printer  for  publishing  the  report  of  a  coroner's 
inquest;  in  this  case  it  was  not  objected  that  the  re- 
port was  unfair ;  it  was  consistent  with  truth,  and  was 
accompanied  with  a  comment  that  the  juries  should 
take  care  not  to  allow  their  minds  to  be  biassed  by 
evidence  which  was  wholly  ex  parte.  In  this  case, 
the  judge  imd  decided  that  it  was  highly  illegal  to 
publish  such  statements.  On  that  occasion  the  Lord 
Cliief  Justice  had  stated,  that  every  man  who  attended 
to  the  o|)eratlons  of  liis  own  mind  must  perceive  how 
very  difficult  it  was  to  overcome  ttie  iiiiluence  of  pre- 
conceived ofiiiiions,  and  that  it  was  still  more  diflicult 
wholly  to  eradicate  them.  It  was  therefore  necessary 
to  protect  the  Jury  from  the  influence  of  all  state- 
ments before  trial.  Hut  if  it  is  mischievous  to  pub* 
lish  statements  before  trial,  it  is  still  more  mischievous 
to  accompany  exparte  statements  by  comments.  That 
such  statements  and  such  comments  had  been  largely 
made  in  the  present  case,  was,  therefore,  according  to 
the  decisions  of  the  Learned  Judges,  a  good  reason 
for  post|)oning  a  trial.  There  was  still  another  case 
to  which  he  would  refer — a  case  that,  in  his  opiiiion, 
was  particularly  strong,  because  the  prosecutor's  own 
counsel  moved  to  have  the  trial  postponed,  on  account 
of  the  minds  of  the  Jury  being  impressed  with  ex  parte 
statements.  This  was  the  case  of  the  King  v,  Joliiffe. 
This  was  a  trial  fur  misdemeanor,  where  the  trial  was 
postponed  on  the  cround  of  publication  of  certain 
statements,  which,  as  far  as  was  proved,  never  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Jury,  That  case  had  been  de- 
cided by  Justice  Gould.  It  was  proved,  that  the  pro- 
secutor had  circulated  three  printed  papers,  in  which 
he  had  endeavoured  to  prejudice  the  case.  They  were 
given  by  the  prosecutor  into  the  hands  of  one  person, 
who  gave  them  to  tn'o  other  persons  ivithout  having 
ever  read  them  himself.  Judge  Gould  was  of  opinion 
that  this  was  sufficient  ground  for  postponing  the  trial. 
Lord  Kenyon  had  also  concurred  in  this  opinion. 
Mr.  Justice  Park  ;  Suppose  the  trial  were  nov  to 
o  S 
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be  postponed,  should  we  not  then  hear  the  same 
objections,  and  be  obliged  to  choose  a  jury  from  th^ 
same  neighbourhood,  who  would  also  be  under  an  i 
proper  bias  ? 

Mr.  Chittv  would  leave  it  to  the  justice  of  th 
Jury,  and  to  their  own  feelings,  and  he  was  sure  they 
would  say — For  God  s  sake  let  it  be  postponed  a. 
month  or  longer ;  but  let  us  not  be  put  in  the  peril* 
Dus  situation  of  hearing  and  deciding  so  important  a 
cause  with  our  minds  prejudiced  and  liable  to  com- 
nit  injustice;  the  very  thought  might  endanger  the 
course  of  justice  in  another  way  ;  and  the  Jury  might, 
midcr  the  influence  of  fearing  to  do  wrong,  pronounce 
an  acquittal.     It  was  important,  then,  for  the  satis- 
faction of  the  public,  as  well  as  in  justice  to  the  pri- 
soners, and  for  the  due  administration  of  justice,  that 
the  trial  should  be  postponed  till  an  im()artiai  jury 
could  be  obtained.     It  had  been  stated,  for  example, 
of  John  Thurtell,  that  he  had  walked  about  with  an 
air-gun  to  shoot  Mr.  Barber  Beaumont.     Could  this 
be  borne  with  patience  ?     Could  it  be  suffered  that 
he  was  to  be  accused  of  all  sorts  of  crimes  r     Con- 
•spiracics  to  commit  nmrder  on  a  large  scale,  had  also 
been  attributed  to  John  Thurtell ;  he  had  been  repre- 
sented as  addicted  to  women  ;  and  conversations  had 
been  pul^lishcd,  as  held  by  him  in  prison,  which  were 
of  the  most  rcvoltino;  nature.     Under  all  these  cir- 
cumslances,  every  body  must  be  convinced  that  it  was 
impossible  the  prisoners  could  now  have  a  fair  trial. 
The  Learned   Counsel   concluded  by  imploring  the 
Judge,  for  the  sake  of  justice  as  well  as  humanity,  to 
postpone  the  trial  till  the  excitement  and  the  novelty 
were  over. 

Mr.  GuRXEV  rose  to  reply.  He  appeared  there, 
he  said,  as  counsel  for  no  one  of  the  parties  concerned 
in  the  transaction,  but  on  the  part  of  the  county; 
and  what  few  remarks  he  had  to  offer  would  be  entirely 
dictated  by  his  duty  to  the  justice  of  the  country. 
No  ground  for  postponing  the  trial  could  be  more  fal- 
lacious than  that  first  stated  by  his  learned  friend,  as 
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to  John  Thurtell  not  having  bad  time  sufficieQt  to 
prepare  bis  defence.  If  tbe  application  had  rested 
on  that  alone,  it  would  have  been  untenable.  He  was 
committed  on  the  1st  of  November,  five  weeks  ago; 
on  tbe  12tb,  an  apphcation  bad  been  mode  by  Mr. 
Jay  to  have  access  to  him,  and  between  tbe  IStb  and 
16tU  Mr.  Tenton  had  applied.  Not  asked  for,  how- 
ever, by  Thurtell ;  he  wished  not  for  Mr.  Fentoo, 
and  did  not  at  the  time  complain.  The  Mandamus 
applied  for  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  to  admit 
Mr.  Jay,  was  instantly  granted ;  and  there  uas  no 
reason  whatever  for  stating  that  John  Thurtell  had 
not  received  professionul  assistance  in  time  now  to 
enable  hjm  to  stand  his  trial.  Another  ground  of 
complaint  was  the  admission  of  witnesses,  by  magis- 
trates, to  identify  the  prisoner,  by  wliich  lie  had  been 
disturbed  and  prevented  from  preparing  for  his  de- 
fence; but  a  more  improper  objection  could  not  be 
made.  It  was  kind  to  hiin  to  inform  him  what  wit- 
nesses could  be  brought  against  him,  and  what  tlicy 
would  have  to  say  against  liim.  He  came  then  to 
another  important  point ;  and  lie  would  say  that  be 
had  read  many  of  the  publications  alluded  to  with 
great  attention,  and  certainly  thought  they  were  well 
calculated  to  defeat  the  ends  of  public  justice,  and 
make  the  trial,  whatever  might  be  its  result,  less 
satisfactory.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  cx-parta 
statements,  published  in  this  case  of  murder,  aggra- 
vated it  to  the  highest  degree.  He  blushed  for  Eng- 
land and  for  Englishmen,  that  when  this  murder  was 
represented,  tiicy  had  not  hissed  the  actor  off  the 
stage  for  exhibiting  a  man  as  guilty,  who  was  yet 
unconvicted.  He  would  admit,  therefore,  that  the 
public  feeling  was  in  a  state  of  excitement ;  detail 
sfter  detail  had  been  published,  and  each  one  more 
di^raceful  than  the  preceding.  He  should  not  be 
fultilling  his  duty  had  he  not  made  these  (ew  obser- 
vations ;  but  he  felt,  after  doing  that,  it  was  his 
wisest  course  to  leave  the  matter  entirely  to  the 
judgmeDt  of  the  conxt.    It  mu  a  subject  of  great 
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importance,   demanding  calmness,  temperancei  arrr 
attention,  on  the  part  of  the  Jury;  but  he    won^  ^^ 
leave  it  entirely  in  his  Lordship's  hands,  and  wouH^^^ 
offer  no  suggestions  whether  it  should  be  put  off  for   ^"^  * 
month,  or  till  the  next  assizes. 

Mr.  Andrews  replied.  It  was  most  gratifying  W  to 
him,  he  observed,  to  find  that  his  learned  frienKr~SKi 
(Mr.  G.)  was,  in  fact,  an  advocate  in  support  of  tit  JHli 
arguments  which  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  endeavoured  t^^  to 
enforce.  So  far  frotn  struggling  against  the  mass  c^^f 
facts  which  he  had  brought  forward,  his  learned  frien 
admitted  that  mischief  had,  to  a  certain  extent,  bee 
produced,  and  that  under  all  the  circumstances,  ttu  -^ 
trial  couki  not  proceed  without  danger  to  the  indi- 
viduals accused — a  danger  arising  not  from  corrupt 
motives,  but  from  the  necessary  consequences  of  the 
publications  which  had  gone  forth  to  the  world.  The 
main  question  was,  wlicther  such  an  eftervescence  of 
the  public  mind  had  not  been  excited,  as  must  neces- 
sarily have  the  effect  of  impeding  the  due  admini- 
stration of  jujjticc.  The  affidavits  which  had  been 
read  that  day  spoke  for  thea)selvcs.  Four  gentlemen 
had  bworn,  that  at  the  moment  of  taking  the  oaths, 
their  intcrcourbc  wiih  the  county  satisfied  them  that 
such  a  strong  fceliii;;;  against  the  prisoners  existed 
among  all  classes  of  persons,  as  it  was  scarcely  possible 
for  human  reason  to  subdue.  This  was  the  natural 
result  of  that  nioral  feeling  which  marked  the  English 
character,  and  which  induced  the  people  of  this 
counliy  to  desire  the  extermination  of  those  who  were 
only  charged  with  tlie  commission  of  so  foul  an 
offence  The  effect  of  these  publications  was,  by 
commenting  upon  former  transactions  in  which  the 
accused  were  concerned,  not  connected  with  the  pre- 
sent charge,  to  create  an  impression  that  they  were 
n)en  of  buch  des|)erate  character,  that  they  deserved 
to  l)e  hanged  even  without  the  ceremony  of  trial. 
Hunt's  confes>ion,  us  it  was  termed,  had  been  pub- 
lished, which,  if  the  charge  against  that  individual 
had  [)roceeded  at  once  to  trial,  could  not  have  been 
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received  as  evidence  against  him,  and  which  hi» 
XArdship  would  not  have  even  suffered  to  be  alluded 
to.  It  was  impossible  that  any  mind  could  escape 
the  prejudice  which  must  arise  frum  such  publications; 
and  the  only  means  by  which  thnt  prejudice  could  be 
FCmoved  uas  by  afibrding  time  for  redection.  He 
asked  only  for  a  delay  of  three  or  four  months,  or  for 
such  delay  as  his  Lordship  might  grant  consistently 
with  the  duty  which  he  owed  at  the  seme  time  to 
charity  and  to  public  justice.  He  appealed  to  the 
justice  and  to  the  mercy  of  his  Lordship ;  he  knew 
the  character  of  the  judge  whom  he  was  addressing. 
Fortunately  fur  him  and  for  his  clients,  he  was  addres- 
sing, not  only  a  learned  and  enlightened  judge,  hut  a 
judge  whose  religious  feelings  were  as  strong  as  his 
learning  and  ability  were  unbounded.  By  acceding  to 
the  present  application,  his  Lordship  would  adorn  the 
administration  of  Hritibh  justice,  if  it  were  possible 
for  him  to  add  to  his  already  exalted  character ;  he 
would  perform  a  service  alike  acceptable  to  God  and 
man. 

Mr.  Justice  Park. — This  is  a  motion,  founded  on 
a  very  long  affidavit,  upon  two  grounds.    The  first  of 
tliese  grounds,  namely,  that  sufficient  time  has  not 
been  aflbrded  to  the  prisoners  fur  preparation,  cannot 
be  sustained.     Much  more  time  has  elapsed,  as  is 
well  known  to  most  of  the  gendemen  around  me,  than 
is  generally  afforded  to  prisoners.     In  one  of  the  most 
foul  murders  on  record  (the  learned  judge  probably 
alluded  to  the  murder  of  Mr.  Perceval),  the  crime 
Was  committed  on  Monday,  and  on  the  Monday  fol- 
lowing the  culprit  was  executed.     The  application  on 
this  ground  fails  in  every  respect,  for  it  is  not  sugifested 
in  any  part  of  the  affidavit  that  any  one  witness  has 
tieen  prevented  from  coming  forward  in  behalf  of  the 
prisoners  in  consequence  of  the  shortness  of  time.     I 
ahall  not  therefore  concede  to  the  present  motion  on 
Uiat  consideration.    Many  judicious  observations  have 
Iseen  made  by  the  leanted  coonael  for  the  prisoners, 
bat  Boine  caws  have  beea  dted  which  certaiiily  do  not 
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apply  to  the  circumstances  of  the  present  case.  .  This 
must  be  obvious  to  every  man  who  has  read  a  lav- 
booki  or  who  is  acquainted  with  the  cases,  which  have 
heen  cited  on  this  occasion.  The  case  of  the  Kiqg 
V.  Fleet  was  an  application  against  a  printer,  or  editor, 
of  some  paper,  for  having  violated  the  law  in  this 
respect.  The  court  did  that  which  it  was  bound  to 
do  on  that  occasion,  namely,  it  made  the  rule  for  the 
information  absolute.  Tlie  King  e.  Jolliffe  was  a  case 
in  which  the  trial  was  put  off,  on  the  motion  of  the 
prosecutor,  in  consequence  of  attempts  to  influence 
the  minds  of  the  jury  against  the  prosecutor.  With 
respect  to  the  publications  which  have  been  read  this 
morning,  I  must  say,  without  meaning  offence  to  anj 
particular  individual,  that  it  does  not  seem  to  me  a 
very  wise  measure,  if  this  trial  were  to  proceed,  to 
have  brought  all  these  papers  under  the  review  of  the 
jury.  Suppose  the  minds  of  the  jury  to  have  been 
tainted  a  month  ago  by  these  publications ;  or  suppose 
a  stronger  case,  tliat  they  had  never  heard  of  these 
publications,  was  not  the  reading  of  the  affidavit  to* 
day  calculated  to  renew  the  impression  in  the  one  case, 
or  to  produce  a  still  stronger  effect  in  the  other  ?  For 
my  own  part,  I  must  say,  that  this  affidavit  has  given 
me  a  much  greater  insiglit  into  the  case  than  the  de- 
positions which  it  was  my  duty  to  read,  and  which  ace 
now  Iving  before  me.  I  stated  yesterday,  and  I  repeat 
to-day,  that  I  consider  nothing  more  disgraceful  than 
publications  of  this  nature.  I  stated  yesterday,  and 
I  repeat  the  observation  to-day,  that  1  consider  Trial 
by  Jury  the  palladium  of  English  liberty,  and  that 
this  palladium  ought,  above  all  things,  to  be  preserved 
pure  and  uncorrupted.  If  such  a  licentious  pruriency 
exist  among  the  public  to  run  after  something  new, 
and  if  publications,  which  appear  to  have  such  an 
enormous  circulation,  are  to  poison  the  sources  of 
justice,  whenever  their  editors  think  fit,  the  palladiom 
of  English  liberty  is  endangered.  The  enormoos 
expense  which  will  be  entailed  on  the  prosecutors,  by 
the  postponement  of  this  trial,  is  a  very  serious  con- 


THE   GAMBLES.  lOS 

sideration ;  for  I  observe  on  the  back  of  tiiis  indict- 
ment tbe  names  of  no  fewer  than  6fty-five  witnesses, 
who  were  to  be  brought  here  to-day.  Still,  God  for- 
bid, that  any  consideration  of  expense,  or  any  addi- 
timtd  difficulty  and  labour  which  may  be  imposed  on 
those  who  administer  the  justice  of  the  country, 
should  induce  me  to  refuse  an  application,  the  denial 
of  which  might  operate  with  undue  severity  in  so 
importaht  an  issue  as  that  which  affects  the  lives  of 
the  men  who  sit  there  before  me.  I  have  no  appetite 
to  try  such  a  case  as  this ;  but  I  never  wish  to  throw 
any  duty  I  may  have  to  discharge  on  the  shoulders  of 
others.  Though  I  think,  therefore,  that  I  am  bound 
to  put  off  this  trial,  I  shall  not  so  put  it  off  as  to  throw 
a  burthen  upon  others  which  is  this  day  imposed  upon 
me.  The  same  difficultieswbichwe  have  now  to  encoun- 
ter, and  the  same  prejudices  which  may  have  been  ex- 
cited in  the  minds  uf  ihcjury,  may  exist  at  the  next  assizes. 
It  is  of  the  deepest  importance  to  society  that  justice 
should  be  speedily  administered,  and  I  shall  not  tliere- 
fbre  put  off  this  trial  to  so  long  a  period  as  the  next 
Assizes.  If  these  men  be  innocent,  and  God  grant 
they  may  be  so !  it  is  fit  that  they  should  have  a 
speedy  deliverance.  I  do  hope  and  trust  that  some- 
thing may  be  done  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  this 
mischief.  The  three  evils  to  be  particularly  guarded 
against  are  those  to  which  I  adverted  yesterday. 
First,  such  publications  tend  to  injure  the  accuser  tn 
a  manner  wliich  I  do  not  choose  to  represent ;  second- 
ly, tbey  may  tend  to  injure  the  accused  ;  and  thirdly, 
Uiey  may  sometimes,  as  on  tbe  present  occasion,  give 
an  undue  advantage  to  the  accused,  or  rather  to  his 
advisers,  by  affording  him  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
every  thing  which  may  be  brought  against  him  on  his 
trial.  What  I  most  deeply  lament  and  complain  of 
is,  that  I  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  doing  that 
to-day,  which  my  brother  Holroyd  tias  lately  obliged 
to  do  in  the  city  of  York.  Justice  has  been  impeded 
and  retarded.    Iliis  is  a  -thing  which  ought  not  to 
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be  tolerated ;  and  I  do  most  earnestly  hope  and  trust, 
that  those  gentleinen,  who  have  ened  on  this  occa- 
sion, though  without  any  bad  intention,  wilt  bethink 
theni  of  the  cruelty  committed  by  such  conduct,  and 
of  the  deep  injuiy  they  may  inflict  on  society  by  doing 
that  which  has  a  tendency  to  pollute  and  corrupt  the 
fountains  of  public  justice.  I  shall,  for  the  reasons  I 
have  stated,  adjourn  this  Cumiuission  to  Tuesday, 
the  6th  uf  Jannary,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the.qioining, 
BD<I  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  I  shall 
listen  to  no  farther  application  for  delay,  unless  arising 
out  of  new  matter. 

The  prisoners  listened  attentively  to  the  obser- 
vations of  the  Judge,  but  they  appeared  to  hear  his 
decision  without  any  emotion. 

The  moment  tlie  Learned  Judge  staled  the  deter- 
mination to  which  he  had  come,  there  was  a  simul- 
taneous rush  from  all  parts  of  llie  Court,  of  persons 
who  were  desirous  of  witnessing  the  return  of  the  pri- 
soners to  the  gaol;  and  there  was  an  evident  expres- 
sion of  disappointment  in  the  countenances  of  those 
who  had  confidently  anticipated  the  uninterrupted 
progress  of  the  trial.  The  crowd  on  the  outside  of 
the  Court  was  immense,  and  confuiiion  and  uproar 
continued  fur  nearly  half  an  hour. 

When  the  prisoners  retired  from  the  dock,  they 
again  observed  a  perfect  silence  towards  eacli  other, 
and  while  they  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  carriage  in 
which  they  were  to  be  reconducted  to  prison,  they 
were  closely  siirroundeil  by  the  gaoler  and  iiis  assist- 
ants. The  carriage  was  dmwn  up  to  the  giite,  and 
the  prisoners  were  removed  back  to  their  old  quarters 
in  the  same  order  in  which  they  came,  followed  by  an 
immense  multitude.  They  were  each  pinced  in  their 
former  apartments,  and  were  visited  by  their  respective 
solicitors.  Thurtell  seemed  to  think  he  had  gained 
a  triumph,  and  was  in  high  spirit^i ;  he  remained 
walking  up  and  down  the  yard  with  a  friend  for  nearly 
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an  hour.  Prol»ert  was  evidently  in  low  spirits ;  and 
Hunt  had  lost  alt  that  studied  coolness  which  he  ma- 
nifested whilst  in  Court-^ie  was,  in  fact,  greatly  de- 
pressed. 


■  We  shall  not  break  the  thread  of  our  narrative  hy 
any  desultory  observations,  but  proceed  at  once  to 
an  account  of  the 

RESUMED  PROCEEDINGS  ON  TUESDAY, 
THE  &h  OF  JANUARY.  18-24. 

The  interest  attached  to  the  expected  trial,  so  far 
from  having  subsided  during  the  period  to  which  tlie 
Assize  had  been  adjourned,  may  he  said  to  have 
greatly  increased.  In  fitct,  the  town  of  Hertfoi'd 
was  in6nitely  more  crowded  than  on  the  tbrmer  occa- 
sions, when  the  parties  were  put  to  the  bar.  At  an 
early  hour  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th,  the  roads 
leading  to  the  town  were  thronged  with  vehicles  of  all 
sorts,  which  continued  to  arrive  to  a  very  late  hour, 
and  the  same  hustle  was  renewed  on  the  following 
inoniing.  Inquiries  of  all  sorts  tvere  made  as  to  the 
mode  (H  obtaining  admission  to  the  Court,  and  pre- 
miums to  a  coiiEiidcrable  amount  were  otlered  for  the 
certainty  of  such  an  advantage.  The  whole  arrange- 
ment of  the  Court,  however,  being  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  SheritT',  these  inducements  were  wittiout 
effect,  and  all  those  who  were  not  provided  with  tick- 
ets were  left  to  take  their  chance  with  those  who,  by 
an  early  attendance,  had  to  seek  entrance  to  llic 
galleries. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  reached  his  lodgings  at  seven  in 
the  evening,  and  was  immediately  waited  upon  hy  the 
Under-Sheriff. 

'    The  witnesses,   as  oo  the  former  occasion,  were 
p  S 


108  UURDBB   OF  WBABE. 

brouglit  doun  in  curriages  engaged  for  the  occasion, 
Itod  wftre  accoin  modeled  partly  id  private  lodgings, 
'  utd  partly  tit  the  Sulii^tiury  Arms. — Among  oUiera 
'  who  were  in  attendance,  "as  Mr.  Probatt,  the  livery- 
I  BtaQ,  who  cunie  down  with  the  identical  horse  and 
'  chaise  in  wlncli  Thurtell  and  Mr.  Weare  were  ot  Edg- 
f  ware  on  the  night  of  the  murder. 

In  the  course  i)f  the  evenini;.  the  Counsel  engaged 
t  in  the  case  also  arrived  ;  namely, 

Alessrs.  Gnrncy,  Buliaad,  and    Droderick,  for  the 
I  -profiecutioi) ; 

Messrs.  Chilty  and  Andrews  for  Thurtell ; 
Messrs.  Williams  and  Phillips  for  Probert;  and, 
Mr.  Thcssiger  for  Hunt. 
!  Each  fiarty  had  lung  consul tatioiH  with  the  respect 
I  ive  Solicitors  by  wlioin  they  were  employed,  in  the 
I  course  of  the  night,  and  again  early  in  the  morninjf. 
I      The  Solicitors  ulsu  had  long  interviews  with  their 
[  respective  clients  in  the  gaol.     Tliurtell  was  »»lill  un* 
l^ovcd,  while   Hunt  was  manifestly  u  good  deal  de- 
f  pre»setl.     Probert  was  placid,  ami  seemed  deterniioed 
^Ad  eubmit  to  the  ordeul  he  hml  to  gu  through,  calmly, 
— i  (vitt)  as  little  agitation  as  hb  feelings  could  permit. 


OPENING  THE  COURT. 

Wj^  enrly  as  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  streets 
\^  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  Court-iiousc 
I  jrcre  thronged  to  excess,  but  from  tl>r  darkness  which 
l-prevaiLcd,  it  was  impossible  to  distinnuish  one  person 
P^m  the  other,  except  by  the  voice.     Watchmen  were 
l^tatiotKd  inside  the  aiea  next  the  public  door  of  io- 
■■less,  to  prevent  unfair  or  iii^roper  obtrusion.     They 
walked  up  and  doun  with  Iheir  lanterns,  and  this 
was  the  only  light  oftbrded  till  day  brukc.     Strict  or- 
ders were  given  ttiat  no  person  should  be  admitted  till 
seven  o'clock. 

Shortly  before  that  hour,  Magistrates  and  their 
ifjiadii  awi  navh  a&  hud  been  provided  willi  ti«kel8| 
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b^n  to  arrive.  They  obtained  entrance  by  a  pri- 
vate door ;  but  such  was  the  overwhehning  pressure 
of  indivMuals  anxious  to  get  in  at  all  hazards,  that  the 
uluiost  exertions  of  the  constables  became  necessary 
to  prevent  the  Court  being  completely  filled  at  this 
aveDue<  The  same  rush  was  made  at  the  door  pc»nted 
out  for  the  ingress  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Press  and 
tlie  Members  of  the  Jury.  All  sorts  of  expedients 
ivere  adapted  to  get  in,  and  many  ingenious  stratagems 
were  frustrated.  Some  asserted  they  were  Reporters, 
others  that  they  were  witnesses,  aijd  others  Mitgis- 
trates,  but  as  these  persons  could  not  produce  tickets, 
or  any  persons  to  vouch  for  their  veracity,  they  were 
forced  back,  thereby  creating  additional  inconvenience 
to  those  who  were  regularly  privileged,  many  uf  whom 
Were  seriously  bruisaJ.  Some  few  were  successful  by 
passing  as  barristers'  clerks,  and  for  once  carrying  the 
baM  of  their  friends  in  that  character. 

The  public  were  admitted  to  the  galleries  at  the 
linje  appcnoted,  and  the  rush  which  was  then  made 
was  really  alarming.  Cries  of  anguish  burst  from  all 
quarters,  but  no  particular  injury  bej'ond  a  few  bruises 
occurred.  Every  seat  instantly  found  an  occupant, 
and  the  most  expert  manager  of  a  theatre  could  not 
have  packed  his  audience  more  compactly.  The  body 
of  the  Court  also  presented  a  dense  mass  of  auditors, 
while  the  places  set  apart  for  the  Magistrates  and 
the  friends  of  the  High-Shcrift'  were  likewise  filled  lo 
an  overflow.  During  the  entrance  of  these  persons 
the  greatest  confusion  prevailed,  and  disputes,  arising 
from  resistance  to  those  to  whom  the  duty  of  pre- 
serving order  in  the  Court  was  intrusted,  were  con- 
stantly occurring.  On  no  former  occasion,  in  fact, 
was  u  more  extraordinary  desire  to  be  present  at 
judicial  proceedings  evinced.      Among  other  distin- 

n' ■  rd  persons  on  the  Bench,  were  Lord  Errol, 
Verulam,  Lord  Essex,  and  Captain  Filzckrence. 
There  were  only  four  Ladies  in  Court;  two  in  the 
gftllery,  and  two  close  to  the  prisoners. 
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REMOVAL  OF  THE  PRISONERS  FROM 
THE  GAOL. 

A3  usual  a  floarbh  of  trumpets  announced  the  ap- 
proach of  the  awful  hour  of  trial,  which  was  re- 
peated at  various  parts  of  the  town.  At  twentj 
minutes  past  seven  o'clock  a  post-chariot  drove  to- 
wards the  gaol,  which  being  noticed,  was  iiutantly 
followed  by  a  multitude  of  pco|)le.  Precisely  at  half- 
past  seven,  the  chaise  having  drawn  up  close  to  what 
is  called  the  Mill-gate  of  the  gaot,  the  clanking  of 
chains  gave  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  prisonera,  • 
and  an  assistant  of  the  gaoler  entered  tlie  chaise,  and 
was  followed  by  Thurteil,  heavily  ironed.  Mr.  Wil- 
son then  seated  himself  therein.  An  officer  mounted 
the  box  of  the  chariot,  and  was  followed  by  Hont^ 
with  heavy  chains  to  botli  legs. 

It  being  scarcely  day-light,  only  an  inditfcrent  view 
of  Thurteil  could  be  ubtuincd,  but  Hunt  was  seen 
very  disdnctly  ;  he  was  evidently  much  altered  from 
the  time  of  his  appearance  at  Elstrce,  and  remarkably 
thin. 

Two  officers  with  wands  got  u(>  behind  the  chariot, 
which  immediately  proceeded  at  a  moderate  pace  to 
the  Court-house,  accompanied  by  a  few  constables 
and  javelin-men. 

The  prisoners  had  all  previously  been  shaved  and 
dressed.  Thurteil  was  dressed  in  a  dark  fi-ock  coat, 
drab  cloth  waistcoat  with  ;^ilt  buttons,  ivhite  corder€>y 
breeches,  and  black  stock.  Hunt  was  uttirei)  in  a 
shabby  suit  of  black.  Thurteil  carried  with  him  a 
bundle  of  pai)ersand  some  books.  He  did  not  speak, 
nor  did  Hunt  make  any  observation. 

On  their  arrival  at  die  Coui-t-liouse,  they  were 
placed  in  the  pound  behind  the  dock  previous  to 
being  put  to  the  bar.  They  sat  at  a  distance  from 
each  other,  and  were  visited,  by  their  respectttto 
Solicitors. 
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The  carriage  then  returned  for  Probert,  who  was 
soon  after  brought.  He  was  dressed  respectably, 
in  a  suit  of  black,  and  looked  well  in  health,  and  with 
apparent  confidence.  The  crowd  to  witness  their  ap- 
proach was  immense,  and  it  was  with  much  difficulty 
the  carriages  could  be  brought  up  to  the  gates  leading 
to  the  Court. 

The  prisoners  on  alighting  were  conducted  to  the 
Nisi  Priui  Court,  where  breakfast  was  brought  to  them, 
and  ser\'ed  on  the  barrister's  table.  Instead  of  eating 
a  hearty  breakfast,  as  when  last  up,  Thurtell  took  but 
a  quarter  of  a  rounti  of  toast,  and  even  that  he  seemed 
to  eat  with  difficulty.  Hunt's  appetite  was  equally 
bad.     Neither  of  them  spoke  to  the  other. 

7%e  prisoners'  irons  were  knocked  olf  in  this 
Coort ;  and  in  consequence  of  some  difficulty  arising 
while  Thnrtell's  irons  were  removing,  a  piece  of  cloth 
being  in  the  way,  he  exclaimed  passionately,  "  Hav'n't 
you  a  knife  ?"  and  on  one  being  produced,  he  ex- 
claimed, "  That's  the  way,  1  like  to  use  a  knife  on 
such  occasions,''  or  words  to  that  effect.  They  were 
subsequently  all  conducted  to  the  pound  behind  the 
dock. 

INTERVIEW  BETWEEN  THE  PRISON- 
ERS  AND  THEIR  COUNSEL. 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Learned  Judge,  Mr. 
Andrews  and  Mr.  Chitty,  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr. 
Phillips,  crossed  the  Court,  and  procecdcil  to  the  pri- 
soners, and  held  a  personal  consultation  uilh  their 
clients.  The  object  of  Messrs.  Willianisand  Phillip's 
interview  was,  we  understand,  to  rcccuimcnd  to  Pro- 
bert, in  any  evidence  he  might  be  called  upon  to  give, 
to  lell  the  whole  truth,  and  every  thing  be  knew  touch- 
ing Oie  crime  imputed  to  him  and  his  associates :  for 
if  be  should  take  a  diffi.'rcnt  course  lie  was  still  liable 
to  be  himself  indicted  and  tried — the  condition  of  his 
being  a  witness  foi-  the  Crown  being  that  he  should 
vakc  a  candid  and  correct  statement  of  all  that  came 
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within  his  knowled|y;e.     Probert  promi3ed  to  abide  b 
this  advice,  and  the  Counsel  shortly  afterwards 
turned  into  Court. 

THE  WITNESSES. 

The  witnesses  who  had  arrived   the  preceding  HJlJl^  ti 
were  now  brought  to  the  Court-house,  and  placed  i'     in 
a  room  by  themselves.     Thomas  Thurteil  ci^me.dow    ^n 
in  the  care  of  Uishop,  the  turnkey  of  Newgate,  m 
one  of  his  assistants;  he  was  removed,  as  before, 
a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus. 

Mrs,  Probert  was  brought  in  a  post*chaise  from  Sr  ^t. 
Albans,  along  with  two  male  persons.  Sh^  iya»  jiresn^  t*"-=^ 
in  a  blue  pelisse,  straw  bonnet  ornamented  witb  ^ 

wreath  of  flowers,  and  wore  a  green  veil.     On  hM^t  ^^' 
jng  she  appeared  much  agitated,  but  this  might  hav^^^* 
arisen  from  her  being,  from  some  cause  or  Qtheri  k^pW^Jf^ 
a  long  time  at  the  door  before  she  could  g^in  i^mia^''^ 
sion.     On  being  brought  into  the  passage  of  the  CouiK  ^-^'^ 
she  was  greatly  aflected,  and  crieil  with  much  bittei*  ^^* 
uess ;  when  she  subsequently  heard  that  her  busbao*  ^^^^ 
had  been  removed  from  the  bar,  she  beOame  mpr»  ^'^ 
calm. 

EXERTIONS  OF  THE  PRESS. 

Among  the  many  remarkable  circumstances  grpwin M^  ^ 
out  of  ibis  trial,  the  exertions  :uade  by  the  Press  of  Loitr^PP" 
don  must  not  be  overlooked.  Every  Evening  Pa  per  ha^  -^J; 
its  reprters  down ;  ami  to  facilitate  the  publication  u — '* 
the  proceedings  on  tiie  same  day,  each  had  engagp^^ 
from  four  to  six  horses,  whicii  were  employed  in  cSar*'^ 
rying  expresses.     The  Morning  Papers  also  had  ther  •" 
expresses  for  carrying  uj)  the  reports  at  a  later  hou  f 
in  the  evening  ;  and  it  was  calculated  that  there  were 
not  le^s  than  one  hundred  horses  |)laced  on  the  road 
for  tills  purpose.     While  alluding  to  this  subject,  it  is 
due  to  the  High  Sherifl',  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lloyd,  and  Mr. 
Nicholson,   the  Under-Sherilf,   to  state,  that  every 
thing  in  their  power  was  done  to  assist  the  views  of 
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tiie  different  reporters ;  and  although  in  some  in- 
stances the  rudeness  of  persons  holding  high  rank 
was  to  be  regretted,  still,  upon  the  whole,  and  con- 
sidering the  difficulties  which  were  to  be  encountered, 
the  gentlemen  who  were  engaged  in  these  duties  had 
every  reason  to  feel  grateful  for  the  politeness  with 
which  they  were  treated. 

ARRIVAL  OF  Ma.  JUSTICE  PARK. 

At  eight  o'clock  precisely  Mr.  Justice  Park  arrived, 
and  with  some  difficulty  was,  from  the  dense  crowd 
on  the  Bench,  enabled  to  take  his  seat.  As  soon  as 
bis  Lordship  was  seated,  he  gave  public  notice  to  the 
auditory,  that  such  persona  as  had  seats  must  be  seated, 
and  those  who  bad  not  must  leave  the  Court,  in  order 
to  prevent  pressure  and  the  stagnation  of  the  air. 

Mr.  Knapp,  the  Clerk  of  the  Arraigns,  then  or- 
dered Mr.  Wilson,  the  gaoler,  to  place  the  prisoners 
at  the  bar. 

Mr.  Wilson  and  his  assistants  withdrew,  for  tlie 
purpose  of  producing  them  ;  but,  as  a  considerable 
time  elapsed  before  the  prisoners  appeared,  Mr.  Knapp 
desired  to  know  the  cause  of  the  delay. 

One  of  the  Under-Sheriff  s  assistants  informed  the 
Court,  that  the  prisoners  were  having  their  irons  re- 
iDOved. 

A  delay  of  at  least  ten  minutes  then  ensued.  The 
baatle  and  noise  which  had  prevailed  from  the  lirst 
opening  of  the  court  had  not  yet  subsided.  In  this 
interval  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Fenton,  the  attorneys  for 
the  prisoner  Thurtell,  having  left  their  client  after  the 
consultation  above-mentioned,  were  struggling  to  fuid 
their  way  through  the  crawd,  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining places  near  the  prisoner's  Counsel,  which  they 
ultimately  accomplished  with  considerable  difficulty, 
and  created  great  noise  and  confusion  in  tlie  effort- 
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PLACING  THE  PRISONERS  AT  THE 

BAR. 

It  was  DOW  announced,  that  the  prisoners  were  ap* 
proaching.  All  eyes  were  directed  to  the  Dock»  lud 
in  a  few  niouients  the  prisoners  Hunt  and  ThurteU 
advanced  in  succession  to  the  front  of  the  Dock.  The 
prisoner  Hunt  came  in  first,  followed  by  Thurtell,  and 
on  coming  in  view  of  the  Court,  both  respectfully 
bowed  with  a  gentlemanly  deportment.  Thurtell  had 
in  his  hand  a  bundle  of  papers  and  books  tied  in  a 
handkerchief- 
Mr.  Wilson  requested  to  know  whether  Probert 
was  to  come  to  the  bar  1 

Mr.  KxAPP.  Yes,  Probert  must  be  there. 
The  prisoner  Probert  was  then  intioduced,  and  be 
also  bowed  respectfully.  He  was  not  brought  close 
to  the  bar,  but  kept  in  the  centre,  about  half  a  yard 
from  each  of  the  other  prisoners,  Mr.  Wilson  and 
an  assistant  respectively  interposing  between  him  and 
the  others.  The  appearance  of  Hunt  was  much  the 
same  as  on  the  former  occasion,  but  he  seemed  ra- 
ther more  assured  in  his  manner.  In  the  appear- 
ance of  Thurtell  there  was  a  visible  alteration  both  in 
manner  and  countenance ;  the  former  was  more  em- 
barrassed, and  the  latter  was  pallid,  as  if  from  the 
effects  of  confinement  and  the  restraint  of  his  irons. 
There  was  still,  however,  a  firmness  and  collectedness 
in  his  deportment  which  manifested  a  total  absence 
of  apprehension  for  tlic  result  of  the  solemn  inquiry 
about  to  take  place.  The  general  appearance  of 
Probert  was  little  altered,  beyond  the  effect  of  close 
imprisonment.  In  his  visage  the  same  heaviness  was 
observable,  but  there  was  a  consciousness  in  his  car- 
riage which  indicated  a  mind  deeply  affected  by  the 
solemnity  of  an  inquiry  in  which  he  was  to  be  a  promi- 
nent |)arty. 
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APPLICATION  OF  HUNT  TO  BE  AD- 
MITTED EVIDENCE. 

As  soon  as  the  prisoners  were  placed  at  the  bar, 

Mr.  Thessigek  rose,  and  informed  the  Learned 
Judge,  that  preparatory  to  the  arraignment  of  the  pri- 
soners, he  had  an  application  to  make  fomided  on 
affidavit ;  the  affidavit  vras  not  nviain,  but  it  would 
be  ready  in  a  few  moments. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  To  what  subject  does  yonr  ap- 
plication relate ;  is  it  as  to  any  thing  arising  before 
the  last  occasion  we  were  here?  Mr.  Thessiger  said 
his  application  was  to  postpone  the  trial  of  his  client, 
Joseph  Hunt. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  On  the  former  occasion,  when 
a  motion  was  made  to  postpone  this  trial,  I  laid  down 
a  rule  that  X  would  not  entertain  any  further  applica- 
tion for  postponement. 

Mr.  Thessiger  reminded  his  Lordship  that  he  had 
not  been  heard  at  alt  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  Does  your  affidavit  state  any 
matters  of  fact  r 

Mr.  Thessiger  said  that  his  affidavit,  when  sworn, 
would  be  submitted  to  the  Court,  and  fully  explain 
the  nature  of  the  application  he  was  about  to  make  ? 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  Why  was  not  the  affidavit 
8wom  before  r  I  have  been  in  this  town  since  yes- 
terday evening,  and  the  affidavit  might  have  been 
sworn  fat  my  lodgings. 

Mr.  Thessiger.  My  Lord,  it  could  not  be  sworn 
until  your  Lordship  came  into  Court,  my  client  being 
a  prisoner. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.    That's  true  ;  I  beg  pardon 

During  this  discussion,  Mr  Harmer  was  employed 
in  engrossing  two  affidavits,  one  to  be  made  by  Hunt, 
and  the  other  by  Mr.  Noel,  the  Solicitor. 

Mr.  GoRNEY.  Perhaps  Mr.  'Diessiger  will  have 
the  goodness,  whilst  the  affidavits  are  swearing,  just 
to  state  the  nature  of  the  motion  which  he  proposes  to 
found  upon  them. 

«3 
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Mr.  TiiEssiGER. '  Ttbc  nature  of  the  application  I 
am  to  make  is,  that  the  trial  of  Joseph  Hunt  may  be 
put  off,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  apply  in  another 
quarteri  upon  the  promises  of  favour  which  have  been 
held  out  to  him  by  the  magistrates. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  Will  that  point  be  acceded  to 
by  the  Counsel  for  the  Crown  ? 

Mr.  GuRNEY.  I  certainly  cannot  accede  to  such  a 
proposition. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  But  is  this  a  sort  of  motion 
which  can  be  entertained  after  plea  pleaded  ? 

Mr.  Thessiger  reminded  his  Lordship  that  on  the 
former  occasion,  he  had  declared  that  he  would  not 
entertain  a  motion  to  put  off  the  trial  until  the  parties 
had  pleaded.  This  was  a  motion  to  put  off  the  trial 
of  his  client,  and  he  apprehended  that  this  was  the  only 
proper  period  at  which  such  an  application  could  be 
entertained.  For  this  proposition,  he  was  fortified  by 
an  express  authority. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.    State  your  authority. 

Mr.  Thessiger  cited  the  case  of  the  King  o.  Rudd, 
Leach's  Crown  cases;  in  which  Mr.  Justice  Aston 
said  that  the  motion  could  only  come  before  the 
Court  upon  an  application  to  put  off  the  trial,  in 
order  to  give  the  prisoner  time  to  apply  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  I  have  read  that  case  with  great 
attention,  and  have  communed  with  other  persons  of 
my  own  order  upon  it,  and  I  don't  find  that  it  was 
not  a  motion  made  before  plea  pleaded.  Now;  when- 
ever a  prisoner's  plea  is  pleaded  and  recorded  (and 
here  the  prisoner's  plea  is  upon  the  record),  I  appre- 
hend it  is  impossible  to  entertain  an  application  of  the 
nature  suggested.  The  pica  being  on  the  record,  I 
dare  not  order  it  to  be  taken  oft*,  and  therefore  you 
must  now  go  to  the  Crown  to  attain  the  object  in  view. 
After  the  trial,  it  may  still  be  competent  to  the  pri- 
soner to  apply  to  the  Crown.  Let  the  affidavits  be 
read. 

Tlic  affidavits  of  Joseph  Hunt  and  Mr.  Noel  were 
then  signed  and  sworn  by  the  deponent^)  rcspectivclyi 
and  read  bv  the  Clerk  of  Assize. 
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The  Affidavit  of  Joseph  Bunt, 

Deposed  in  substance,  that  on  the  Sdth  of  October 
he  was  taken  into  custody  at  his  lodgings  in  King- 
streetj  Golden-square,  by  lluthven  and  Upson,  two 
Bow-street  oflicers,  and  conveyed  by  them  first  to 
£ow-street,  and  afterwards  to  Watford,  in  Hertford- 
shire, where  he  found  an  investigation  going  on  be- 
fore R.  Clutterbuck,  Esq.  and  J.  Mason,  Esq.,  two 
magistrates,  assisted  by  Mr.  Noel,  a  solicitor,  respect- 
ing a  murder  committed  in  that  neighbourhood  ;  that 
during  the  journey  the  liow-street  officers  endeavoured 
to  bring  him  into  a  confession  of,  and  imputed  to 
him  a  knowledge  of,  the  said  murder;  that  on  his 
arrival  at  Watlbrd,  where  the  magistrates  and  Mr. 
Noel  were  assembled,  the  latter  gentleman  said  to 
him,  *'Mr.  Hunt,  what  you  know  of  this  murder,  and 
of  the  parties  concerned,  for  God's  sake  tell  in  the 
presence  of  these  magistrates,  and  in  all  probability 
you  will  be  admitted  King's  evidence;"  that  fearing 
he  might  be  involved  in  difficulties  without  a  dis- 
closure  of  information  voluntarily  made,   and   not 
choosing  to  rely  on  the  vague  promise  thus  made, 
said,  be  knew  nothing  of  the  business  whatever ;  that 
Mr.  Noel  then  said  to  him,  ^^  Clearly,  Mr.  Hunt, 
Mr.  Weare  has  been  murdered,  and  we  only  want  to 
find  where  the  body  is,  and  if  you  know,  for  God  s 
sake  tell  us ;"  that  he  still  denied  all  knowledge  of 
tl)e  murder ;  that  Mr.  Cluttcrbuck  and  Mr.  Mason 
then  said  to  him,  '^  You  had  better  retire  and  con- 
sider the  offer  made  to  you,  and  recollect  your  peril- 
ous situation/'      That  he  accordingly  retired  with 
Ruthvenand  Upson,  and  whilst  in  the  adjoining  room, 
Mr.  Noel  and  other  persons  came  to  him,  and  Mr. 
Noel  addressed  various  arguments  to  him  with  a  view 
to  obtain  a  confession ;  but  not  succeeding  in  his  ob- 
ject, both  he  and  the  officer  entreated   him  for  the 
sake  of  his  wife  and  family  to  make  a  confession ; 
that  Mr*  Noel  in  distinct  terms  told  him  that  the 
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in^islrates  had  given  liim  (Mr.  Noel)  a  positive 
.  lissunuice  tiiat  if  tic  (Hunt)  would  icll  where  llic  body 
tof  Mr.  Weaie  was  to  be  found,  his  life  would  be 
^Iparcd  ;  tliut  Upson  the  otUcur  ravi  to  hiui,  "  Hunt, 
^ou  have  a  mother  f"  "  Yes,  I  havcT*  "  And  a  wife 
)  l"  "  Yes."  That  he  then  said,  "  Do  you  not 
B  them  V  ''  Yes,  very  dearly."  "  Then  for  tfiwr 
rjnkcs  ffvc  your  evidence  immediately ;  for  I  tcl)  you, 
li'that  Uie  others  may  disclose  before  you,  and  you  will 
f  i»  ihcD  too  late,  and  aottilng  cau  save  you.'' 

Tliat  tlic  mcnlioQ  of  his  family  greatly  affected 

[  liim,  which  being  observed  by  the  otlieis,  Mr.  Noel 

aid,  "  Mr.  Hunt,  you  Itavc  now  u  chuticc  of  saving 

^j^outsclf,  and  for  God's  sake — for  the  sake  of  your 

-  family,  avail  yourself  of  tlie  offer ;  fur  i  am  authorized 

to  say  that  tlie  magistrates  »iU  not  only  admit  you 

as  a  witness  fur  the  Crunu,  hut  take  care  that  you 

^lAie  not  treated    as    tike  other  prisoners;    you  will 

irtoerely  he  cuiifiiicd  till  the  trial,  and  after  yuu  haw 

fiven  your  evidence  you  will  be  discharged  ;"  that 
aving  his  feelings  worked  u[>oii,  and  fully  relying  on 
the  Bssmances  made  to  him  tliathc  would  be  admitted 
as  a  witness  fur  the  Crown,  be  made  the  desired 
confession  ;  tlmt  Mr.  Noel  asked  hidt  tvticru  tbc  btxly 
was  de|x>sited ;  that  lie  replied  he  could  shew  tho 
spot,  though  he  could  not  name  tlie  place ;  upon 
which,  Mr.  Noel  said,  "  that  is  all  we  want;"  that 
Mr.  Noel  then  shook  hhu  by  ihc  hand,  and  said,  *'  I 
am  glad  yon  have  taken  advice ;  ymi  are  safe ;  now 
come  before  tlie  magistiales,  and  tell  tis  all  you  know 
about  it;  tbat  thiTcupon  he  ivas  taken  into  the  room 
where  the  magistrates  were,  and  then  Mr.  Noel  said, 
"Gentlemen,  I  am  happy  to  tell  you  tlial  Mr.  Hunt  is 
ready  to  tell  you  ail  he  knows :  I  have  already  ia- 
fortned  liiui  that  you  urc  to  admit  him  us  an  e\  idence 
for  t))e  Crown,  hut  it  will  be  more  satisfactory  to  hear 
it  from  you  ;"  that  bodi  tbc  magistrates  iininedtatdy 
informed  bini  (Hunt)  tlmt  when  lib  told  all  he  knew, 
lie  wonid  be  received  as  a  witness  for  the  Crown  ; 
.  lluu,  Ml,  Utid  tbea  said,  "  Mt.  iiuat,  X  bo|ia  ^ou.  . 
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are  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  magistrates' decision ; 
now  take  a  seat  and  let  tis  all  know  what  you  have 
to  say;"  that  the  magistrates  then  asked  him  to  take 
some  refreshment,  and  some  brandy  and  water  was 
brought  to  him ;  that  he  immediately  proceeded  to 
relate,  in  as  succinct  a  manner  as  the  agitated  state 
of  his  mind  enabled  him,  all  the  facts  within  his 
knowledge  relating  to  the  murder,  and  Mr.  Noel 
then  confirmed  the  assurance  previously  given  that 
be  would  be  admitted  as  evidence  for  the  Crown ; 
that  as  soon  as  the  morning  advanced  he  went  with 
Mr.  Noel  and  the  officers,  to  the  spot  where  the 
body  M-as,  and  pointed  it  out ;  that  his  statement  was 
not  witnessed  till  long  after;  that  having  been  under 
examination  for  so  many  hours,  and  owing  to  the 
great  anxiety  and  perturbation  of  his  mind,  he  omitted 
to  mention  many  circumstances  which  afterwards 
occurred  to  his  recollection ;  that  in  consequence  of 
his  information,  and  of  his  alone,  the  corpse  of  Mr, 
Weare  was  discovered  ;  that  he  was  afterwards  taken 
before  the  magistrates,  when  the  additional  facts 
which  he  had  communicated  to  Mr.  Noel,  were  laid 
before  the  magistrates,  and  were  added  to  his  former 
statement;  that  on  these  occasions  deponent  had 
omitted  many  facts  which  had  escaped  his  recol- 
lection, and  had  afterwards,  in  a  letter  to  the  magi- 
strates, informed  them  to  that  etfect ;  that  the 
magistrates  gave  directions  that  he  should  be  treated 
with  kindness  during  his  confinement,  and  prmided 
with  every  thing  necessary  to  his  support,  and  that 
he  had  been  treated  with  great  kindness  during  his  stay 
in  St.  Alban's  gaol ;  and  that  he  was  afterwards 
brought  before  the  Coroner's  Inquest,  and  on  that 
occasion  several  of  the  magistrates  were  present,  who 
had  promised  that  he  should  he  admitted  as  witness 
for  the  Crown,  and  proceeded  to  examine  him  on 
oatf),  although  his  previous  statements  were  not  made 
en  oath. 


ISO  MURDER  OF  VEARB| 


The  Affidavit  of  Mr.  John  Noel^  Qent.,  AttameyHit' 
Law,  of  Great  Ormond-slreet,  Quecn-squarc, 

Stated,  that  the  deponent  had  been  on  terms  of  in- 
timacy with  the  late  Mr  William  Weare ;  that  upon 
hearing  a  report  of  a  suspicion  that  Mr.  Weaie 
murdered,  he  went  down  to  Watford,  and  foun^' 
investigation  going  on  before  the  magisti'ates,  rtlaUo^a 
to  the  supposed  murder ;  that  Mr.  Clutterbuck  an^^ 
Mr.  Mason,  who  were  engaged  in  the  investi|{atiptmi 
readily  accepted  de)X)nent's  assistance  thereiDk  an-      ^ 
after  being  engaged  for  many  hours  in  ascertainio^MS 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  in  endeavourin^^^ 
to  Hnd  the  body,  without  effect,  it  was  deemed 

sary  and  advisable  to  make  an  overture  to  the  prti 

Hunt,  to  induce  him  to  discover  it,  and  make  a.  fuK^-^*'^ 
and  voluntary  confession;  that  deponent,  with 
sanction  and  by  the  direction  of  the  said  magist 
communicated  the  offer  to  Hunt,  that  if  be  wi 
make  a  full  disclosure  (provided  he  had  no  hand  ii 
the  actual  commission  of  the  murder)   of  all  the  cir-^' 
cuinstances  of  the  murder,  he  would  be  received  as 
witness  for  the  Crown;  that  previous  to  Hunt's  con- 
fession, he  (Mr.  Noel)  assured  the  j)risoner,  with  tin 
approhation  of  the  magistrates,  tiiat  if  he  would 
any  evidence,  or  make  any  disclosure  as  to  the  places 
where  the  body  was  concealed,  he  would  be  entitled 
to  a  merciful  consideration ;  that  it  w-as  the  opinioa 
of  the  magistrates,  and  the  fiiin  belief  of  deponent, 
that  unless  Hunt  had  pointed  out  the  body  of  Mr. 
Wcare,  it  would  never  have  been  found ;  that  nobody 
would  have  thought  of  examining  or  searching  so  ia- 
significaiit  a  spot  as  that  where  it  was  concealed,  es- 
pecially as  it  was  at  tlie  distance  of  three  miles  and  a 
half  from  the  place  where  the  murder  was  committed; 
the  opinion  being  that  it  had  been  thrown  into  tbe 
Thames,  and  never  would  be  recovered ;  and  that 
deponent  told  Hunt,  when  he  was  upon  examioatipn 
before  the  Coroner,  that  there  would  be  no  breach  of 
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ftith  tomidfl  him,  and  that  the  magutratea  would 
keep  their  pnxnise. 

iir.  Justice  Park.~-Kow  Mr.  Thessiger,  I  will 
bear  what  you  hare  got  to  say. 

Mr.  Thessigks.— -I  do  not  linow  whether  the  time 
has  yet  come  for  my  saying  any  thing.  Perhaps  tr^ 
learned  friend  may  wish  to  tender  affidavits  in  oppo- 
sition to  mine. 

Mr<  Gtibitbt  admitted  that  he  had  affidavits  vpon 
this  rabjcctt  if  it  were  necessary  to  produce  them. 
Thoogh  he  had  expected  that  such  affidavits  would 
be  onered  to  the  Court  at  some  period  of  this  tiia), 
he  had  not  recei%-ed  any  notice  of  them  from  the 
other  side.  His  affidavits  were  consequently  not 
ftamed  lo  as  to  meet  all  the  points  attempted  to  be 
made  on  the  otlier  side.  He  did  not  know,  therefuio, 
whether  he  ought  to  offer  them  at  present,  and  could 
wish  to  act  under  the  advice  of  the  Court. 

Mr.  Justice  Pahk  said  that  he  could  give  no  di- 
rections to  the  learned  counsel  either  one  way  or  the 
other.  He  must  act  as  seemed  best  to  his  own 
discretion. 

The  A^daxit  of  Mr.  Clutterbuck  and  Mr.  Mason, 

Having  been  signed  and  sworn  by  those  gentlcAien, 
was  tJwn  put  in.  It  stated,  in  substance,  that  they 
were  both  magistrates  for  St  Alben's  district;  that 
on  the  38th  ofOctober  last,  it  having  been  repurted 
to  them  that  a  murder  had  been  committed,  they 
caased  the  three  prisoners  at  the  bar  to  be  a[>prR- 
hended,  who,  after  they  were  apprehended,  were 
brought  before  them ;  thut  they  examined  several  \nt- 
tWMes,  whose  tesUmony  led  them  to  suppose  tliat  a 
mntder  had  been  committed  on  the  body  of  Mr. 
Weare  ;  that  at  this  examination  Mr.  Noel  wea  pin- 
•ebt  as  the  professional  friend  of  the  deceased  ;  that 
afUv  several  witnesses  had  been  examined,  Jowjih 
Hunt  was  intenrogftted  as  to  his  knowledge  of  the  aaid 
ittaiOtifi  bat  flnMie  tiiea  stated  notiikig ;  that  m  tin 
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dode  of  his  examination,  Mr.  Noel  made  wi4iffbr 
them  to  admit  Hunt  as  evidence  for  tb6  cNMi^^''1 
iM>thing  was  immediately  done  upon  that  offet^j'^  thai 
Hont,  after  he  had  been  sent  outof  the  ma^bMibi|* 
room,  sent  in  a  note,  requesting  to  see  Mr.  Nod* if  ^r^^^ 
Mr.  Noel  in  consequence  went  out  to  see  Httrit;- 
tbat  on  his  retuni,  Mr.  Noel  said  that  HiiM  w«ij^| 
pared  to  make  a  disclosure.    The  afGdarit  went 
state,  that  both  thie  deponents  denied  having 
Hunt  that  he  should  not  be  prosecuted,  in 
made  a  discovery  df  the  place  where  the  bodSf^J  ^  , 

concealed,  and  asserted  that  all  they  {nromisM -MiAk^ 
was,  that  provided  be  made  a  full  and  fair  diaddUitiS^^ 
of  all  that  he  knew  relative  to  this  murder,  applicatieWlr^M* 
should  be  made  on  the  trial  that  he  should  be  adiUilMdV^>^ 
as  evidence  for  die  crown,  lliey  likewise  ai 
that  they  had  never  given  him  any  assurance  thal'i 
application  would  be  successful.  In  condusion, ;  ^ 
stated  their  belief,  founded  upon  circumeitances  WhkNlK 
had  come  to  their  knowledge,  that  the  confeaAk 
made  by  Hunt  was  not  a  full  and  ikir  confessiobp'bot,*. 
on  the  contrary,  deficient  in  many  very  material  eir- 
cnmstances. 

Mr.  G  uRNEr  then  said,  he  must  apprize  the  learned 
Judge  that  the  statements  which  were  made  by  Huiit 
were  not  made  on  oath ;  even  the  statement  beScftt 
the  Coroner  was  not  so  made,  although  Hunt  had' 
said  the  contrary  in  his  affidavit.  Supposing  it';  10 
have  been  so  taken,  he  (Mr.  G.)  should  not  no#^de- 
sire  it  to  be  read,  in  mercy  to  the  prisoner.  lathe 
present  stage  of  the  proceedings,  he  did  not  think  It 
necessary  to  lay  before  the  Court  other  affidavits,  for 
the  purpose  of  shewing  that  Hunt  had  privately  coitH 
municated  facts  to  different  individuals,  which  he  did 
not  state  either  before  the  magistrates  or  the  Coroner. 

Mr.  Justice  Park. — I  certainly  do  not  see  tfte 
necessity  of  such  affidavits ;  and,  if  they  were  nsaid, 
they  would  to  a  certain  degree  prejudice  the  prisoncTa 
which  ought  on  every  account  to  be  avoided.  I  aiM 
aware  of  the  difficulty,  the  very  great  difficuttjf^'df 
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avoiding  prejudice  in  these  cases ;  but  this  is  an  evil, 
io  the  piescDt  case,  which  i£  in  some  measure  to  be 
attributed  to  the  parties  themselves.  On  the  former 
occasion,  when  affidavits  were  jiroduced  to  postpone 
tlHi:tritd,  to  my  utter  astODiahmeot,  those  very  affi- 
davits were  at  that  moment  printed  in  a  newspapCT, 
although  the  prieooer's  counsel,  instructed  by  the  pri- 
soner's attorney,  urged  the  Court  to  prohibit  the  pub* 
Itcation.  X  was  tlien  averse  from  the  reading  of  those 
allidavits,  lest  they  might  be  calculated  to  prejudice 
the  priaonere,  but  a  diflerent  course  was  adopted.  If 
th^^  be  any  thing  stated  in  the  affidavits  at  all  tending 
to  prejudice  the  prisoner)  I  should  prevent  their  being 
read.  Without  stating  any  specilic  fact,  perhaps  it 
will  be  sufficient  for  your  purpose,  Mr.  Gurney,  just 
to.atate  tlie  object  which  you  have  in  view  by  pro- 
ducing an  additional  affidavit. 

Ikir.  GuBNEV. — It  would  appear  from  the  addi- 
tional affidavits,  tliat  of  the  facts  stated  privately  by 
Hunt  to  other  persons  (which  are  very  important),  we 
do  not  tiad  one  word  eittier  in  his  account  of  the 
traosacdon  before  ttie  magistrates,  or  the  Coroner. 
The  only  object  of  the  affidavit  would  be  to  confirm 
what  is  stated  by  the  magistrates,  ou  their  information 
aiid  belief,  that  tlie  prisoner  did  not  make  a  full  con- 
fession ;  but  I  would  rather  forego  something  in  a  case 
of  this  kind,  than  do  any  thing  which  could  by  possi- 
bilil^'  create  a  prejudice. 

Mr.  Justice  Park. — That  is  tlie  feeling  of  my 
uiind.  AVould  tliis  answer  your  purpose  1  1  enteitain 
so  much  respect  for  Mr.  Thessiger,  and  what  I  say  to 
him  1  would  say  to  the  prisoner's  other  le^l  adviser 
{Mr.  Uaruier),  tliat  if  they  both  tliink  proper  they 
may  look  at  Kir.  Gurney's  affidavit,  and  perhaps  that 
will  answer  their  purpose.  I  wish  to  tlirow  no  unplea- 
sant burthens  upon  cither  of  them,  but  I  think  that 
will  be  sufficient  for  theui. 

ilr.  TuESsiGER  said,  he  »vas  certainly  anxious  to 
\)C  inforiiiul,  when  uiid  under  » hut  circumstances  the 
pi  ivjilc  conversations  alluded  to  took  place.   . 
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Mr.  GoBNEv  said,  tuiwould  shew  ba  learoed  frioid 
copies  of  the  affidnvitfi  alluded  to.  Xbo  afBdavit  of 
Benjamin  Rooke,  Kiiq..  tlm  Corouer,  bein^  itowcotn- 
pleled  and  suom,  was  handed  in  and  icod.  It  stated 
tlmt  u|M)n  the  inquest  belbre  depouciit,  Mr.  Clutter' 
buck,  tbe  niaiitslratc,  totd  Hunt  tlicre  would  bo  no 
breach  of  faith  in  tlic  prooiuu  mode  by  him. 

Copies  of  the  atKdnvits  of  Mr.  Rtxworlhy,  nnd  vi 
Upson,  tlic  Bow-alreet  ciflicer,  were  Uien  handed  bo 
tbe  prisoner's  counsel,  and 

Mr.  Gurncy  dieu  inquired  whether  there  woa  any 
objecdon  to  his  stating  to  tlio  Court  the  object  of  the 
ariidavits  now  produced? — Mr.  Tlieasiger  rephed  Ibat 
he  had  no  objection. 

Wr.  GuBNEV.^I  have  now  ehown  my  tearilod' 
friend  copies  of  Itexworthy'K  and  L^pson's  utBdants, 
and  iny  learned  friend  lias  no  objection  to  my  stating 
that  which  I  am  now  about  to  stutc,  which  will  be  less 
prejudicial  to  the  pmouer  than  reading  the  uflidavitn 
themselves,  and  that  is  this: — Your  Lordship  wiU 
find  (having  read  ttie  nccount  of  Hunt's  evidence  before 
the  magistrates,  and  the  Coroner),  lliat  he  hat  not 
stated  that  helmd  any  previous  knowledge  of  the  mur- 
der being  to  lie  coinmitlcd  ;  he  makes  himself,  tbere- 
fore,  an  itrces^ary  after  the  fflct ;  that,  upon  the  statu- 
ment  which  your  Lurdship  now  holds  in  your  band, 
there  are  other  things  nhich  are  not  included  in  dtbcr 
of  these  account!!,  which  arc  very  importunl,  and 
which  go  to  prove  a  crime  of  a  diSereat  description, 
I  believe  I  have,  with  as  much  dolicaey  as  pi»Mble, 
forborne  to  state  what  would  be  prejudicial  to  lbs  pri- 
soner;  but  I  most  not  forbear  to  state  tlmt  which  is 
essential,  namely,  thut  be  did  not,  in  either  of  tbow 
accounts,  Rwear  that  he  did  not  make  a  full  disclostire 
of  tlmt  which  he  knew. 

Mr.  TuEssiGKR  tlieii  replied.  He  hoped,  that 
if-  tht^re  were  any  doubt  as  to  the  success  of  hU 
motion,  on  account  of  a  plea  being  on  the  record,  llie 
cotuidci  utiou  of  tilt:  circumstances  under  which  it 
hoiL-bf^iLpkced  tt^e,  nould  pi-esaupoo  hia.lAnk 


THE   GAUBUUU  ISS 

ihip'a  raoolkctioD,  and  obviate  every  difficnlty.  On 
die  last  oecasion  that  tbey  were  met  blether  in  that 
pUui  be  had  not  been  prepared  to  bring  forward  bis 
presoat  oiotion  upon  affidavit.  It  was  only  a  &hort 
tioie  before,  that  hs  had  been  retained  for  the  pri- 
soner, and  hs  had  theretbre  had  no  time  to  give  any 
directions  for  the  drawing  up  of  the  reqaisite  afi-' 
davits.  Indeed,  if  the  trial  had  then  taken  place,  he 
sbouid  have  been  compelled  to  make  this  application 
upon  very  imperfect  grounds.  As  be  was  on  that 
ooeaaon  partly  taken  by  sprpriso,  he  trasted  that 
tbe  delay  which  had  since  taken  place,  otviog  to  his 
Lowlship's  decision.  postpcHiing  the  trial,  would  not 
be  considered  any  objection  to  his  present  application. 
Indeed  the  present  was  die  only  way  in  which  he 
oenld  tning  the  circumstances  detailed  in  his  aflidavit 
before  the  Court  He  felt  that  be  was  authwized  by 
tbe  case  which  he  bad  already  cited,  to  move  for  a 
fuither  delay  of  this  trial.  Now  the  question  of  delay 
vould  depend  in  tbb  case  upon  the  right  of  tlie  ma- 
giitrats  to  admit  a  prisoner  who  was  an  accomplice, 
and  was  willins  to  make  a  disclosure,  as  evidence  6x 
the  Crown.  He  did  not  pretend  to  question  tbe  law, 
whiiA  bad  been  laid  down  in  the  case  of  the  King  r. 
Kudd,  and  veiy  lately  in  a  case  which  had  come  be- 
fore his  Lordship — that  a  magtBtrate  bad  no  direct 
power  to  say  that  a  party  should  be  pardoned  on 
giving  evidence  against  his  associates ;  but  be  appre- 
hended that  indirectly  they  had  such  power,  and  that 
tfaa  ordinary  .practice  was  to  sanction  any  promise  of 
pudon  held  out  under  such  circumstances  by  the 
magistrate.  That  practice  bad  succeeded  the  appli- 
catioa  of  torture,  and  had  now  pi-evailed  for  more 
than  1 JO  years  ;  and  in  all  that  dme  there  had  been 
only  one  case  in  which  a  magistrate's  promise  to  a 
prisoner  had  either  been  questioned  or  violated,  and 
tbat  case  was  attended  by  such  special  circumstances 
as  clearly  took  it  out  of  the  {»eneral  rule.  The  affi-' 
duvils  wliioh  bad  just  been  read  to  liis  Xxirdsbip- 
vodd  inform  him,  tbat  at  the  wtaet  of  tliis  e&aini- 
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nation^  every  thing  was  in  darkness-*Mhat  it  was  ab* 
solutely  necessary,  to  the  comiBenceineDi  ^f  Mb  in^ 
vestigation,  that  a  certain  fact  should  Jbe  .^iadosed^* 
and  that  every  subsequent  point  iiinged  uyion  t  it) 
The  magistrates,  naturally  and  laudably  eoou]^^  wonr 
anxioas  to  arrive  at  that  point.     On.  ordinilrijr  i 
sipns^  he  knew  it  was  not  usual  to  receivettlw  evtii 
of  an  accomplice,. unless  he  made  a  full  and; fain itfia»! 
closure  of.  aU  the  circumstances  of  guik  in  whiobihe 
bad  been  implicated;  but  he  apprehended  that iiraiai 
case  of  particular  importance  and  atrocity,  the  itiBgia4) 
trate  had  indirectly,  though  not  directly,  a  rigbt^al) 
giving  to  the  prisoner  a  promise  of  eventuaiiiafaty< 
qn  the  disclosure  of  that  particular  fact  on  whichj 
all  the  subsequent  proceedings  must  naturally  dependlj' 
There  was  no  pei;son  in  that  Court  who  woald  qoeatf 
tion  this  point — that  the  fact  which  Hunt  discbsbd' 
had  borne  very  materially  upon  this  case.      Evayi 
person  must  see  how  important  it  was.     It  was  ih^? 
opinion  of  Lord  Mansfield,  that  no  person  ougbb<4o> 
be  convicted  either  of  murder  or  of  mansia«ghl)ttri 
unless  the  body  were  found.     If  tliat  point  were  ootw- 
rect  and  aood  law,  on  which  there  could  be  nodoufail^< 
there  could  be  as  little  doubt  as  to  the  value  of  UaotV 
information  when  he  pointed  out  the  place  wbene^lha^ 
body  was  concealed.     It  was  sworn  in  the  affidavita; 
of  the  magistrates,  that  there  was  an  idea  a  nfinrdfn 
had  been  perpetrated  on  some  individual.     Wholhal? 
individual  was,  or  where  his  body  was  to  be  touad^ 
they  could  not  tell;  and  it  would  therefore  have  hoeD' 
impassible  for  them  to  proceed,  unless  some -li^  had! 
been  thrown  on  the  subject  from  some  quarter  at' 
other.     If  the  disclosure  of  Hunt  liad  not  been  made^  - 
tliey  would  not  have  been  assembled  for  this  daji*ji 
trial.     It  was  clcai'  that  all  the  information  on  wbidh 
the  magistrates  had  subsequently  acted  was  obtained- 
from   Hunt.     Was  he  now  to  be  thrown  away. as* 
worililcss,  after  the  repeated  promises  which  had  been 
made  to  .hini»  that  he  bliould  be  adniittt^d  as  eviddKO' 
for  the  Crown?     Upon  tliis  point  his  affidavit  wqs 
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Dot  oontroverted  liy  that  of  tho  magistrate.      If 
WBS  doar  from  the  aflidavits  of  the  magistrates,  thial^ 
they  did  not  know  where  the  body  was  concealed,  and 
that  tliey  applied   to  Hunt  for  information  on  the; 
point ;  ■  and  Uiat  being  undisputed,  he  thought  he  had 
sufiUaeully  proved  that  liiey  must  have  promised  him  a} 
monMneiidation  to  mercy.    He  had  heard  it  said,  biit^ 
beilliun^hl  with  httle  show  of  reason,  tliat  the  inagis-' 
tntuii  in  giving  that  pi-omise  had  acted  incoitsidcrabelv ;' 
but  it  ought  to  be  recollected,  that  thoti«h   all  the' 
dHfioullies  of  the  case  had  vantahed  hy  tlnnt's  con^^  i 
fessiaa,  they  had    been  surroimded  by   nothing  but' 
difficulties  l»efore  diey  got  it.    Whether  the  inagislfatc*'- 
luui  acted  i neons idemtdy  or  not,  was,  however,  a  mal-^' 
Itiw-  of  Hitio  iHiporlaiice,  as  it  could  form  no  objecliori^ 
to  the  |>reseiil  application.     The  real  question  was,' 
did  the  prisoner  Hunt  vely  on  their  pledge,  or  did  he| 
not?     Did  he  make  his  confeaaion  under  an  idea  that' 
they  were  acting  bojui  jidc  with  him,  and  that  theyl  * 
intended  (o  keep  the  promises  which  they  so  repeatV"' 
ediv  Diade   to   him  .'     He  had  little  expected,  that' , 
wttiu)  ibo  parlies  who  managed  Uiis  prosecution  ad-'  * 
iwlted  that  the  evidence  of  an  accomplice  was  neces- ' 
sary  lo  substantiate  guilt  agarnst  any  of  the  partica  im-' 
plicated,  by  asking  leave  that  Probert  should  be  ex*'  . 
ailiined  before  the  grand  jury — he  httle  exjiected.  h^  ^ 
repeated,  that  his  Lordship  was  unacquainted  wiilr  - 
iheditRrent  promises  that  had  been  made  to  Hunt,'.  ' 
The  motion  was  made  us  if  it  had  been  an  ordinary" 
inottAn :  not  a  word  was  said  that  could  induce  his 
Lordship  to  suppose  there  had  been  a  shameless  vio-.  J 
latiuQ  of  public  faith  lowurds  Hunt.     Hud  his  Lord-  1 
9l)ip  been  acquainted  witti  that  fact,  he  would  have*J*j 
tlfiuanded  lirsl.  some  reason  why  Hunt  had  been  dis-*l 
niisBed  as  an  evidence.     His  learned  friend  said,  thay'i 
they  had  dismiitsed  him,  because  they  hiid  found  his-.  1 
conhwion  full  of  material  contradictions — that  there  J 
were  great  omissions,  and  little  ttdelity  in  it.     He  "^ 
would  admit  that  Hunt  had  not  upon  his  first  con^s^" 
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91011  detailed  all  the  facts  with  which  he  was  acquaint* 
ed ;  but  that  was  not  surprising,  considering  the  hoi 
ried  and  agitated  state  of  mind  in  which  be  natutally 
must  have  been.  He  supplied  those  facts,  however, 
at  subsequent  communications,  which  he  had  bad  by 
his  own  request  witli  Mr.  Noel  and  the  niagiBtmteSi 
His  affidavit  was  perfectly  consistent  with  that  of 
magistrates  on  this  point,  for  it  showed  that  there 
been  originally  a  deficiency  in  Hunt's  conlession,  but^B"  t 
that  it  had  been  afterwards  supplied.  From  the 
davit  of  Rexworthy,  it  was  stated,  that  in  a  conYersa- 
tion  which  he  had  held  with  Hunt  over  some  brandy  "^ 
and  water,  when  he  was  or  might  have  been  intoxicaA- 
ed,  Hunt  had  uttered  some  expressions  that  were  Qt« 
terly  at  variance  with  his  former  confessions.  AlloW"* 
ing  that  to  be  the  fact,  it  was  not  sufficient  to  o?er« 
ride  the  absolute  promise  of  the  magistrates.  He  now^ 
maintained  that  he  had  laid  sufficient  grounds  for  pu^ 
ting  off  the  trial  of  Hunt. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  I  am  clearly  of  opinicm,  that 
although  this  case  has  been  urged  by  the  learned  coun- 
sel with  all  due  zeal  and  effect  for  his  argument^  yet 
that  nothing  has  been  submitted  to  the  Court  this  day, 
to  furnish  ground  for  a  postponement  of  this  trial, 
at  least  no  argument  has  been  used  which  has  appli- 
cation to  me.  It  may  be  a  proper  ground  of  appli- 
cation to  the  Crown  for  the  Royal  mercy  and  favour, 
in  a  future  stage  of  the  proceeding ;  but  I  repeat,  it 
is  no  ground  for  me  to  act  upon.  As  to  putting  off 
the  trial,  that  has  been  already  done  for  one  calendar 
month,  and  I  have  not  heard  that  during  that  inter- 
val any  application  has  been  made  to  the  Crown  in 
behalf  of  tlic  prisoner  Hunt,  upon  the  reasons  now 
adduced.  With  respect  to  Mrs.  Rudd's  case,  there 
is  very  great  doubt  in  the  minds  of  learned  persouft, 
whether  or  no  the  application  should  have  been  made 
before  or  after  the  impleading.  A  word  or  two  upon 
the  discretion  of  the  magistrates.  I  have  no  earthly 
doubt;  but  that  these  particular  magistrates  acted  from 
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the  purest  and  best  motives,  according  to  the  lights 
vrhich  they  had.  I  (Ind  no  fault  wliatever  with  them. 
I  won't  even  say  that  tlicy  acted  iiicaiitlously  in  this 
matter ;  but  I  clo  sny  that  these  magistrates,  acting 
f(n-the  county,  in  their  official  capacity,  liave  no  r^ht 
to  grant  this  power  of  exemption  from  penalty.  The 
fcarned  gentleman  says  he  sees  no  instance  to  the  con- 
trary. \%8,  there  were  instances,  when  at  every  as- 
flfts  applications  were  made  to  the  Judges,  for  the 
admisBiun  of  particular  persons  to  be  witnesses  for 
the  Crown,  and  to  go  before  the  juries.  In  this  case, 
I  observe  that  the  depositions  of  Ilunt  were  not  made 
upon  oath,  and  in  that  respect  the  magistrates  a[>- 
pear  to  have  acted  prudently  and  cautiously.  But  it 
bfls  been  said,  that  I  should  have  refu.?ctl  the  per- 
mission granted  to  Probert,  on  the  faith  of  the  pre- 
vious pledge  said  to  have  been  given  to  a  man  named 
Hunt.  As  far  as  newspaper  information  conveys  any 
statement  upon  the  matter,  or  any  public  opinion  upon 
it,  I  know  nothing  ;  all  I  know  of  tliis  ciise  is  from 
the  depositions  before  me.  Judges  are  in  tlie  habit  of 
listening  to  applications  for  (he  fldmission  of  :iccom- 
plices  in  trials  of  tliis  kind ;  for  nil  but  one  of  the  par- 
ties are  cajjable  in  such  cases  of  being  rendered  wit- 
nesses for  the  Crown.  IJut  after  alt  these  discussions, 
and  all  that  I  can  sec  on  the  record,  there  is  no 
jiioof  of  the  pledge  having  been  given.  Here  is  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Noel  swears  that  he  made 
this  pledge  to  Hunt;  but  the  magistrates  positively 
deny  tiiat  they  authorized  any  promise  of  exemption, 
in  the  manner  stated,  for  the  prisoner.  I  am  there- 
fore of  opinion,  that  all  the  circumstances  stated  in 
support  of  this  application,  may  be,  for  any  thing  I 
blow,  available  elsewhere,  but  cannot  be  made  ap- 
plicable on  the  present  occasion.  Let  the  trial  then 
proceed. 
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CHALLENGES  TO  THE  JURY. 

Mr.  KvAPP  then  ndiiresscd  the  three  prkoners 
severally,  and  in  the  usaol  form  acquainted  them  that 
ihcgooii  men IhtUlhcy Mould  hear  called,  and  severally 
riiat  did  appear,  were  to  pass  betHeen  them  and  the 
King,  U[ion  the  triul  of  tlitir  several  lives  or  deaths; 
and  that,  if  they  meant  to  ehulltnge  tlicm,  or  any  of 
them,  tlicy  nmsl  chaltenj^'  tlicin  us  du-y  cwne  to  the 
book  to  be  sworn,  and  before  they  were  3(vom,  and 
ttiey  should  be  hoard. 

The  iirifoncrs  appeared  to  pay  strict  attention  to 
wliat  «as  said,  and  bowed  resirect fully. 

The  Panel  vraa  then  called  over,  and  oftcr  E«\*eral 
peremptory  challenges  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner 
Thurtell,  and  two  peremptory  challenges  on  the  part 
of  ilio  Crown,  the  folloning  Guntlcmcn  «cre  s\™ra  on 
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s  Hmwii,  of  W^iiviril,  GpnI.,  lorcmau. 
Thomns  Buck,  hrjuicr,  nt  Uishop's  Slortfunl. 
Keebuld  Jeniiiiitts,  tnoltster,         of  didn. 
Ricnard  Pr^or,  (Jeiil,  nf  dittii, 

George  Bturke,  Gent,  of  ditto, 

Charl,-s  ri)x,  G«nl.  of  Hitchin, 
Jolm  Rus^t-ll,  shoe-maker,  of  dillo. 
ThoDiOK  Chnlkley,  Gent,  of  Stevenage. 
William  Foldhy,  Gciil.  of  dillo. 
Jolin  Hopewelf,  laiincr,  of  Cliiiiping  Bamet. 
Samuel  Pritchanl,  joomati,  tif  Bmrnfield, 
William  Kmipton,  yeomHtt,  of  Barkwny. 


^1             Mr.  Knapp  then  charged  the  Jury  on  the  indict- 
^r        went  against  the  prisoners,  Thurtell  and  Hunt,  and 
,              then  further  charged   the  Jury  on  the  Coroner's  In- 
quisition with  the  prisoners  ; — Thurtell  as  guilty  of 
tlic  murder,  and  Hunt  and  Probcrt  as  acccssarits  of 
the  murder  before  the  fact: — to  which  charges  llie 
prisoners  had  on  a  former  dav  severally   pleaded 
^  Not  GuUty.  
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ACQUirrAL  OF  PROBERT. 

Mr.  GcRNGY  then  rose  and  said>  that  aa  it  was  not 
intended  on  ttie  part  of  the  prosecution  to  ofTer  evi- 
dence against  the  prisoner  Probert,  who  stood  cliarged 
in  the  indictment  as  being  an  accessary  before  tbc 
iact,  he  was  \rilling  that  the  Jury  should  record  a  ver- 
dict of  "  Not  Guilty"  for  that  indiriduai. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  the 
prosecutors  are  wilUng  to  forego  the  prosecution  of 
lyiUiam  Probert;  tliey  propose  to  offer  no  evidence 
against  that  individual,  and  he  will  consequently  in 
point  of  law  be  eiiUllcd  to  a  verdict  of  acquittal  upon 
the  Coroner's  Inquisilion. 

A  verdict  of  "  Not  Guilty"  was  immediately  re- 
corded for  Probert,  who  made  a  low  obeisance  to  tbc 
Court  and  Jury,  and  was,  by  order  of  tlie  Court,  re- 
moved from  the  bar  into  an  adjoining  room,  where 
Mr.  Wilson  was  desired  to  detain  him. 

By  desire  of  the  prisoners,  (who  were  ordered  seats,) 
an  order  was  then  made  for  tlie  removal  out  of  Court 
of  all  the  witnesses  at  each  side,  except  medical  per- 
sons ;  that  they  should  be  examined  separately. 

CASE  FOR  THE  PROSECUTION. 

Mr.  Gurnet  then  rose,  and  addressed  the  Jury  to 
the  following  effect : — 

We  are  assembled.  Gentlemen,  for  the  trial  of  these 
prisoners,  after  a  delay,  which  has  been  mercifully  con- 
ceded to  them,  ill  consequence  of  an  application  made 
to  his  Lordship  by  their  Counsel.  That  application 
ivas  founded  upon  an  affidavit,  in  which  it  was  swoni 
that  tliere  had  been  a  great  excitation  of  |>ublic  opi- 
nion, which  had  not  at  that  time  subsided,  and  it  was 
thought  by  his  Lordship  that  it  would  conduce  to  the 
more  satisfactory  administralion  of  justice  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  prisoners.  The  time  which  has  since 
elapsed,  has  no  doubt  had  a  beneficial  efl^ct,  and  you 
s  S 
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are  now  assembled  iu  that  calm  and  temperate  state 
of  mind,  which  will  enable  yon  to  administer  justice 
with  perfect  satisfaction  to  yourselves  and  to  the 
Gonntry. 

It  is  most  important  that  criminals  should  -be 
punished,  in  order  that  crime  may  be  repressed. 
There  is  but  one  thing  of  more  importance  which 
iSi  that  innocence  should  be  protected.  This  great 
principle  is  considered  by  the  law  of  England; 
it  is,  in  fact,  a  distinguishing  characteristic  of  the  law 
of  this  country.  In  vain  would  all  the  other  interests 
of  a  country  be  protected,  if  there  were  any  deficiency 
in  those  safeguards  which  ought  to  be  provided  for 
the  security  of  innocence  against  unjust  accusation* 

We  have,  therefore,  as  a  protection  to  human  Kfe, 
in  tlic  fu-st  place,  the  invaluable  institution  of  a  Co- 
roner's Inquest,  the  country  making  immediate  ib- 
quiry  on  the  spot  in  all  cases  of  death  produced  by 
violent  means  ;  we  have  the  security  of  inquiry  before 
the  Magistracy,  and  such  a  Magistracy  as  no  other 
country  can  boast ;  wc  have  the  inquiry  before  the 
Grand  Jury ;  and  lastly,  you  are  assembled  here  und^r 
the  (iircclionof  tlic  highest  legal  authority,  to  hear  the 
evidence  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other,  and  finally  to 
pronounce  upon  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused. 
You  arc  to  pronounce  your  verdict  on  the  evidence^ 
and  on  the  evidence  alone ;  you  arc  to  forget  all  that 
you  may  have  ever  heard  or  read  on  the  subject, 
which  is  pmbably  erroneous,  and  which  is,  at  all 
events,  unsupported  by  proof ;  you  are  to  come  to  the 
consideration  of  this  case  with  pure  and  dispassionate 
■udgiiicnts,  to  hear  the  evidence,  and  on  diat  evidence 
a  true  verdict  give. 

Gentlemen,  the  crime  nith  which  the  prisoners 
stand  ciiarged  is  one  of  great  enormity.  It  is  a 
crime  attended  by  circumstances  of  no  common 
atrocity.  It  was  imputed  to  one  of  tlie  parties,  that 
he  had  actuallv  committed  the  murder ;  and  to  the 
other  that  he  had  assisted  with  his  previous  counsel 
and  concert,  and  co-operated  in  the  promotion  of  the 


pcetnediMed  act.  But  io  proportion  to  the  great 
enormity  of  the  crime  oagbt  to  be  the  strength  of  the 
pioof ;  jand  be  did  not  mean  to  ask  of  them  to  pro- 
nounce a  verdict  of  guilty,  unless  on  such  evidence 
■a  left  no  rational  doubt  on  their  minds  of  tlic  tact. 
H«  repeated,  that  when  they  considered  the  nature  of 
the  case,  and  the  violent  aggravation  irith  which  it 
was  attended,  they  were  bound  to  call  for  very  strong 
proof  to  convince  them  that  any  man  was  capable  of 
ao  dreadful  an  atroci^ ;  for  if  the  evidence  he  bad 
to  adduce  irere  substantiated  and  believed,  one  of 
the  prisoners  at  the  bar  hud  been  guilty,  not  only  of 
the  crime  of  murder  in  all  its  oahed  atrocity,  but  of 
the  murder  of  a  man  witii  ivhom  he  had  been  living 
in  habits  of  acquaintance,  if  not  of  intiiuacy. 

It  -iVBs  said,  (whether  true  or  Lot,  he  knew  not,} 
that  tlie  deceased  liad  provoked  ose  of  the  prisoners, 
by  doing  him  some  wrong  at  pluy ;  anl  tbut  the  other 
md  never  been  injured  by  the  man  tvhose  death  he 
had  concerted  to  aid  in  indicting,  fjicse  ]>er5on6, 
under  the  specious  pretences  of  frieidship,  had  in- 
vited the  deceased  to  accompany  tlieui  upon  a  short 
mintry  excursion ;  but  they  had  inylcd  him  into 
their  company  to  deprive  him  on  the  anic  night  of 
his  lifie. 

It  was  emphatically  said,  that  murder  was  a  crime 
to  be  perpetrated  in  darkness.  The  hour  of  night 
was  mostly  chosen  as  the  opportune  time  for  its  in- 
fliction ;  because  it  was  in  that  moment  of  solitude 
thought  that  no  human  eye  could  see,  no  ear  hear 
the  struggles  of  the  dying :  darkness  rendered  cetcction 
more  difficnlt.  It  was  tiierefore  the  peculiar  feature 
of  crimes  of  this  kind,  that  their  proof  often  depended 
upon  circumstantial  evidence,  which,  however,  was 
Irequently  found  to  convey  by  its  character  and  com- 
bination, a  demonstration  as  conclusive  as  out  which 
amid  arise  from  the  operation  of  positive  testimony. 
There  was  another  species  of  evidence,  which  was 
Bometimes  of  necessity  resorted  to  in  cases  of  this 
nature— Jie  meant  the  evidence  of  accomplices  in  the 
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crime.      It  ^vas  not  always  within  the  power  of  ss  a 
prosecutor  to  forego  the  evidence  of  an  accomplic 
nor  even  to  get  that  species  of  testimony,  witho 
compounding  in  some  measure  witb  acknowledgi 
gailt.     Upon  a  very  full  and  anxious  consideration  o 
the  whole  of  this  case,  those  who  conducted  the  pro 
secution  had  maturely  decided  upon  the  admission  Oz, 
an  accomplice  into  their  evidence.     The  deceased. 
whose  murder  was  the  subject  of  the  present  inquirr 
was  the  late  Mr.  William  Weare — a  man,  it  was 
said,  addicted  to  play,  and,  as  had  been  suggested:, 
connected  with  gaming  houses.     Whether  he  was  th 
best,  or  the  least  estimable  individual  in  society, 
no  part  of  their  present  consideration.     The  prisonetrr" 
at  the  bar,  Johr  Thurtell,  had  been  his  acquaintance^ 
and  in  some  practices  of  play  had,  it  was  said,  been- 
wronged  by  h'ni,  and   deprived  of  a  large  sum  o: 
money.     The  other  prisoner,  Hunt,  w*as  described  a& 
being  a  public  singer,  and  also  known  to  Mr.  Weare^ 
but  not,  as  h(  believed,  in  habits  of  friendship.     Pro- 
bert,  who  was  admitted  as  an  accomplice,  had  been  ia 
trade  a  spiri-dcaler,  and  rented  a  cottage  in  Gill's- 
hill-lane,  ncii  Elslree.     It  was  situate  in  a  bye-lane, 
going  out  o)  the  London-road  to  St.  Albans,  and  two 
or  three  mies  beyond  Elstree.     This  cottage  of  Pro- 
bert'5  was,  :t  would  appear,  selected,  from  its  seclu- 
sion, as  the  fit  spot  for  the  perpetration  of  the  mur 
der.     ProLcrt  was  himself  much  engaged  in  London, 
and  his  wife  generally  resided  at  the  cottage,  which 
was  a  small  one,  and   pretty  fully  occupied   in  the 
accomuiodation  of  ^Irs.  Probcrt,  her  sister,  (Miss 
Noyes)  some  children  of  Thomas  Thurtell's,  (the 
prisoner's  brother,)  and  a  maid  and  boy  servant.     It 
shoulc  seem  from  what  had  taken  place,  that   the 
deceased  had  been  invited  bv  John  Tiiurtell  to  this 
place  to  eujoy  a  day  or  two's  shooting. 

It  wouUI  be  proved  that  the  i>risoner  Thurtell  met 
the  deceased  at  a  billiard-room,  kept  by  one  Rex- 
worthy,  on  the  Thursday  night,  (that  previous  to  the 
murder.)    They  were  joined  there  by  Hunt,    On  the 
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forenoon  of  tbe  Friday,  he  (deceased)  was  wilii 
Rexworthy  at  the  same  place,  and  said  he  was  going 
for  a  day's  shooting  into  the  country.  Weare  went 
from  the  bilUard-rooms  between  three  and  four 
o'clock  to  his  chambers  in  Lyon's-inn,  where  he  par- 
took of  a  chop  dinner,  and  ofterwarda  packed  up,  in  a 
green  carpet  bag,  some  clothes,  and  a  mere  change 
of  linen,  such  ns  a  journey  for  the  time  he  had  speci- 
fied might  require.  He  also  took  with  him  when  he' 
left  his  chambers  in  a  hackmy-coach,  which  the  laun- 
dress had  called,  a  double- birrelled  giin,  antl  a  back- 
gammon box,  dice,  &c.  He  left  his  chambers  in 
Uiis  manner  before  four  o'clock,  and  drove  lirst  to 
Charing-cross.  and  afterwirds  to  Maddox-strect, 
Hanover-square;  from  tticntc  he  ]>roceeded  to  the 
New-road,  where  he  went  cut  of  the  coach,  and  re- 
turned after  some  time,  accompanied  by  another 
persoD,  and  took  Iiis  tilings  atvay.  Undoubtedly  tlie 
deceased  left  town  on  tliat  evening,  with  the  expecta- 
tion of  reaching  GiU's-hill-ccttHge  ;  but  it  had  been 
previously  determined  by  Iss  companions,  tliat  he 
should  never  reach  that  spot  tlive. 

He  would  here  beg  to  state  a  few  of  the  circum- 
stances which  had  occurred  antecedent  to  the  com- 
missioa  of  the  crime.  Thomas  and  John  Thurtell 
were  desirous  of  some  temporary  concealment,  owing 
to  their  inability  to  provide  the  bail  requisite  to  meet 
some  charge  of  misdemeanor,  and  Probert  had  pro- 
cured fortiicm  a  retreat  at  Tetsall's,  the  sign  of  the 
Coacii  and  Horses,  in  Conduit-street,  where  they  re- 
mained for  two  or  three  weeks  previous  to  the  mur- 
der. On  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  24th  of  Octo- 
ber, two  men,  answering  in  every  respect  to  the  de- 
scription of  John  Thurtell  and  Hunt,  went  to  a  pawn- 
broker's in  Murylcbone,  and  purehiised  a  pair  of 
pocket-pistols.  In  the  middle  of  the  same  day,  Hunt 
hired  a  gig,  and  afterwards  a  horse,  under  tlie  pre- 
tence of  going  to  Dartford  in  Kent:  he  also  inquired 
where  be  could  purchase  a  sack  and  a  rope,  and  was 
directed  to  a  place  over  Westminster-bridge,  which 
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he  was  told  was  on  bis  road  into  Kent«  Somewbrn^ 
however,  it  would  be  found  tliat  lie  did  procure  a.mDk 
and  cord,  and  he  met  tlie  same  afternoon,  at .  Tab» 
sail's,  Thomas  Thurtell  and  Noyes.  They  were  «U 
assembled  together  at  the  Coach  and  Horses  in.  Coi^ 
duit-street. 

When  lie  made  use  of  the  names  of  the  two  last 
individuals,  he  begged  distinctly  to  be  understood  af 
saying,  that  he  had  no  reason  to  believe  tiiat  eitlior 
Thomas  Thurtell  or  Noyes  were  privy  to  the  guilty 
purpose  of  the  prisoners. 

Some  conversation  tool  place  at  tlie  time  between 
the  parties,  and  Hunt  wui^  heard  to  ask  Probert  if  he 
would  be  in  what  they  (I  Lint  and  John  Thurtell)  were 
about.  Thurtell  drove  oil'  from  Tetsalls  between 
four  and  live  o*clock  to  ttike  up  a  friend,  as  he  «aid 
to  Probert,  "  to  be  killeil  as  he  travelled  with  liim," 
an  expression  which  Prolcrt  said  at  tlic  time  he  be* 
licved  to  have  been  a  piece  of  idle  bravado.  He  re- 
quested Probert  to  bring  down  Hunt  in  his  own  gig: 
In  tlic  course  of  that  evening  the  prisoner  Thurtell  is 
seen  in  that  gig,  with  a  horse  of  a  very  remarkable 
colour.  lie  was  a  sort  of  iron  gray,  witli  a  white 
fiice  and  white  legs — very  particular  marks  for  iden- 
tity. He  was  first  seen  by  a  patrol  near  £dgcware; 
beyond  thiit  j^art  of  the  road  he  was  seen  by  the  hmd- 
lord;  hut  from  that  time  of  the  evening  until  his  ar- 
rival at  rro])ert*s  cottage  on  the  same  night,  they  had 
no  direct  evidence  to  trace  him. 

Probert,  according  to  Thurtcirs  request,  drove 
Hunt  down  in  his  gig,  and  having  a  better  horse,  on 
the  rocul  they  overtook  Thurtell  and  Weare  in  the 
gig,  iind  ])asscdthem  without  notice.  They  stopped 
ul'tcrwards  at  some  public-house  on  the  road  to  drink 
grog,  where  they  believe  Thurtell  must  have  passed 
them  unperceived.  Probert  drove  Himt  until  Ihef 
reached  Phillimore-lodge,  where  he  (Hunt)  got  out» 
as  he  said  by  Thurtell's  desire,  to  wait  for  him.  Pre- 
bert  From  thence  drove  alone  to  Giirs-hill  cottage,  ill 
tlie  lane  near  which  he  met  Thurtell,  on  foet,  alone. 
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Thurtdl  inquired  where  was  Hunt,  had  he  been  hft 
behind?  be  then  added,  that  he  had  done  the  burinesv 
without  his  assistance,  and  had  killed  his  man.  At 
bit  desire,  Probcrt  returned  to  bring  Hunt  to  the 
spot,  when  he  (Probert)  went  to  Hunt  for  that  pur- 
pose. When  tlicy  met,  he  told  Hunt  what  had  hap- 
pened. "  ^\'hy  it  was  to  be  done  here,"  said  Hunt 
Qminting  to  nearer  Pbillimore-lodge),  admitting  his 
privity,  and  that  he  had  got  out  to  assist  in  the  com- 
mission  of  the  deed.  When  Tliurtell  rebuked  Hunt 
for  his  absence,  "  Why,  (said  the  latter,)  you  bad 
the  tools."  Iliey  were  no  good,  replied  Thurtell ; 
the  pistols  were  no  better  than  {wp-guns.  I  fired  at 
his  cheek,  and  it  glanced  off — that  Wcare  ran  out  of 
the  gig,  cried  for  mercy,  and  offered  to  return  the 
money  he  hud  robbed  htm  of — that  he  (Thurteir) 
pursued  him  up  tiie  lane  when  be  jumped  out  of  tlie 


gig- 
Fin 


Finding  the  pistol  unavailing,  he  attempted  to  reach 
him  by  cutting  the  penknife  across  his  throat,  and  ul- 
timately finished  him  by  driving  the  barrel  of  the  pis- 
tol into  his  head,  and  turning  it  in  his  brains,  after  he 
had  penetrated  the  forehead.  Such  was  tlie  manner 
in  which  Thurtell  deBcribed  he  had  disposed  of  the 
deceaietl,  and  they  would  hear  from  Probert  what  he 
said  on  The  occasion.  A  gig  was,  about  that  time; 
heard  to  drive  very  quickly  past  Probert's  cottage. 
The  servants  expected  tlicir  master,  and  thought  he 
had  arrived ;  but  he  did  not  make  his  appearance. 

Five  minutes  after  that  period,  ccLtuin  persons, 
who  would  be  culled  in  evidence,  and  who  happened 
to  be  in  tlic  road,  distinctly  heard  the  report  of  a  gtm 
or  pistol,  wiiic!)  wus  followed  by  voices,  as  if  in  coo^ 
tenUon.  Violent  groans  were  next  heard,  which, 
however,  became  fainter  and  fainter,  and  then  died 
may  ultogcUicr.  The  spot  where  the  report  of  the 
pistol  and  tlie  sound  of  groans  were  beard,  was  Gill's- 
hiU>Iiuie,  and  near  it  was  situated  the  cottage  of 
Fimbert. 

Tbey  hod  Qoff,  therefore*  to  keep  in. mind,  that 


Tbunbell  arrived  «t  about  nkie  «'clQck  in  tbp 
at  Probert's  cotti^^  having  aet  4>ff  from  C^ncWtiT 
street  at  five  o  clock ;  aaad  tbough  be  had  Jnks  sem* 
CD  the  road  in  company  with  another  ^rson  in  thd . 
gig,  yet  it  appeared  thai  lie  arrived  at  the  cottafO^ 
alone,  having  in  his  possession  the  douUe-harrellM 
gun,  the  green  carpet-bag,  and  the  back-ga^^nm- • 
board,  which  Mr.  Weare  took  away  with  him,     Hd» 
gave  his  horse  to  the  boy,  and  the  horse  appeared  t#. 
be  in  a  cool  state,  which  corroborated  the  fact  that 
he  had  stopped  a  good  while  on  his  way.     He  left 
Conduit-street,  it  should  be  observed,  at  five»  and  ar^^ 
rived  at  the  cottage  at  nine — a  distance  which,  undor 
ordinary  circumstances,   would  not  have  occupied, 
much  more  than  an  hour.     The  boy  inquired  afkr- 
Probert  and  Hunt,  and  was  told  that  tiiey  woidd 
soon  be  at  the  cottage. 

At  length,  a  second  gig  arrived,  and  those  two 
persons  were  in  it.  They  rode,  while  ThurtelU  wiio- 
wcnt  to  meet  them,  walked  with  them.  The  boj 
having  cleaned  his  master's  horse,  then  performed  tbo 
same  OiTice  for  the  horse  of  Thurtell,  which  occupied 
a  good  deal  of  time.  Probert  went  into  tlie  houae. 
Neitlicr  Thurtell  nor  Hunt  was  expected  by  Mxu^ 
Probert.  With  Tliurtell  she  was  acquainted,  but 
Hunt  was  a  stranger,  and  was  formally  iniroduoed 
to  her.  They  then  8U])ped  on  some  pork-chopa» 
which  Hunt  had  brought  down  with  liim  from  LoD- 
don.  They  then  went  out,  as  Probert  said,  to  viait 
Mr.  Nieholls,  a  neighbour  of  his ;  but  their  real  ob- 
ject was  to  go  down  to  the  place  where  the  body  o€ 
Weare  was  deposited.  Thurtell  took  them  to  tim 
spot  down  the  lane,  and  the  body  was  dragged 
through  tlie  hedge  into  the  adjoining  field.  Tbs. 
body  was,  as  he  had  previously  described  it  to  be» 
enclosed  in  a  sack.  They  then  effectually  rifled  the 
deceased  man,  Thurtell  having  informed  his  com* 
panions  that  he  had,  in  tlie  iirst  instance,  taken  the 
fourth  part  of  his  property.  They  then  went  back  to 
the  cottage. 


It  AigM  to  be  sCfttiM,  tfMt  TlRirten,  before  b6 
went  Mt,  plaeed  a  large  iponge  iii  the  gig ;  and  whoi 
he  returned  from  th»  expedition,  be  went  to  the  stable 
and  sponged  himself  with  great  care.  He  cndea- 
TdOred  to  remove  the  spots  of  blood,  many  of  wtiich 
were  distinctly  seen  by  Proberfs  boy ;  and  certainly 
ioch  marits  would  be  observable  on  liie  person  of  any 
one  who  had  been  engaged  in  such  h  transaction.  In 
the  eonrse  of  the  evening  Thiirtell  produced  a  gold 
watch,  without  a  chain,  which  occasioned  several 
remarks.  He  also  displayed  a  gold  curb  chnin,  which 
might  be  used  for  a  watch  when  doubled ;  or,  when 
■mgled,  might  be  worn  round  a  lady's  neck.  On 
producing  the  chain,  it  was  remarked  thiit  it  was 
more  (it  for  a  lady  than  a  gentleman ;  on  which 
Thnrtcll  pressed  it  on  Mrs.  Probert,  and  made  her 
accept  of  it.  An  offer  was  afterwards  mude  that  a 
bed  sliould  be  given  to  Thnrtell  and  Hunt,  which  was 
to  be  accomplished  by  Miss  Noyes  giving  up  her  bed, 
and  sleeping  with  the  children.  This  was  refused, 
Thortell  and  Hunt  observed  that  they  would  rather 
sit  np.  Miss  Noyes,  therefore,  retired  to  her  own 
bed.  Something,  however,  occurred,  which  raised 
suspicion  in  the  mind  of  Mrs.  Probert ;  and,  indeed, 
it  was  scarcely  possible,  if  it  were  at  all  possible,  for 
persons  who  had  been  engaged  in  a  transaction  of 
thi^  kind,  to  avoid  some  disorder  of  mind — some 
absence  of  thought  that  was  calculated  to  excite 
sospicion. 

In  conseijaence  of  observing  those  feelinjis,  Mrs. 
I^bert  did  not  go  to  bed,  cr  undress  herself.  She 
went  to  the  window  and  looked  out,  and  saw  that 
Probert,  Hunt,  and  Thurtell,  were  in  the  garden.  It 
would  be  proved  that  they  went  down  to  the  body, 
and,  finding  it  too  heavy  to  he  removed,  one  of  the 
horses  was  taken  from  the  stable.  The  body  was 
then  thrown  across  the  horse ;  and  stones  having 
been  pnt  into  the  sack,  the  body,  with  the  sack  thus 
reftdtred  weighty  by  the  stones,'  wa<  thrown  into 
the  pond.  Mrs.  Probert  distinctly  saw  something 
t8 
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heavy  drawn  across  the  garden  where  Thurtell  was. 
The  parties  then  returned  to  the  house ;  and  Mrsi 
Probert,  whose  fears  and  suspicions  were  now  most 
ponrrrally.  excitoc!,  w?nt  down  stairs  and  listened 
behind  tlio  parlour-door.  The  parties  now  proceeded 
to  share  the  booty  ;  and  Thurtell  divided  with  them 
to  the  amount  of  61.  each.  The  purse,  the  pocket* 
book,  and  certain  papers  which  might  lead  to  detee* 
tion,  were  carefully  burned^  They  remained  up  late ; 
and  Proberty  when  he  went  to  bed,  was  surprised  to 
find  that  his  wife  was  not  asleep.  Hunt  and  Thurtell 
still  continued  to  sit  up  in  the  parlour. 

The  next  morning,  as  early  as  six  o'clock.  Hunt 
and  Thurtell  were  both  seen  out,  and  in  the  lane 
together.  Some  men  who  were  at  work  there,  ob- 
served them,  as  tliey  called  it,  "  grabbing'*  for  some- 
thing in  the  hedge.  They  were  spoken  to  by  these 
men,  and  as  persons  thus  accosted  must  say  some- 
thing, Thurtell  observed,  "  that  it  was  a  very  bad 
road,  and  that  he  had  nearly  been  capsized  tlierc  last 
night."  The  men  said,  "  I  hope  you  were  not  hurt." 
Thurtell  answered,  "  Oh  no,  the  gig  was  not  upset," 
and  they  then  went  away.  These  men,  thinking 
something  might  have  been  lost  on  the  spot,  searched 
after  Hunt  and  Thurtell  were  gone.  In  one  place, 
they  found  a  quantity  of  blood,  farther  on  they  dis- 
covered a  bloody  knife,  and  next  they  found  a  bloody 
pistol — one  of  the  identical  pair  which  he  would 
show  were  purchased  by  Ihmt.  That  pistol  bore 
upon  it  the  marks  of  blood  and  of  human  brains. 

The  spot  was  afterwards  still  farther  examined, 
and  more  blood  was  discovered,  which  had  been  con- 
cealed by  branches  and  leaves,  so  tliat  no  doubt  could 
he  entertained  that  the  murder  had  been  committed 
in  this  particular  place.  On  the  following  morning, 
Saturday,  the  30th  of  October,  Thurtell  and  Hunt 
left  Probert's  cottage  in  the  gig  which  Hunt  had 
come  tlown  in,  carrying  away  with  tliem  the  gun,  tlie 
carpet-bag,  and  the  backgammon-hoard,  belonging  to 
Mr.  ^\'eare.     These  articles  were  taken  to  Hunt's 
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lodgingiy  wfaere  th^  were  afterwards,  found.  Wheo 
Hunt  vrired  in  town  oo  Saturday,  he  appeared  to  bf 
ODUHially  gay.  He  said,  "  We,  Turpin  lads,  can  dp 
the  trick.  I  am  able  to  drink  wine  now,  and  I  wiJI 
drink  nothing  but  wine."  He  scented  to  be  very 
much  «levated  at  the  recollection  of  some  successful 
exploit.  It  was  observed,  that  Thurtcll's  hands  were 
very  much  scratched,  and  some  remark  having  beoa 
made  on  tlie  subject,  he  stated,  "  that  liiey  had  been 
out  netting  partridges,  andthathis  hands  got  scratched 
in  that  ocoupation."  On  some  other  points,  be  gave 
similar  evasive  answers. 

On  Sunday,  John  Thurtell,  Thomas  Thurtcll, 
Noycs,  and  Hunt,  spent  the  day  at  Probcrt's  cot- 
tage. Hunt  went  down  dressed  in  a  manner  so  very 
shabby,  as  to  excite  observation.  But  in  the  course 
of  the  day  he  went  up  stairs,  and  attired  himself  in 
very  handsome  clothes.  There  was, very  little  doubt 
that  those  were  the  clothes  of  the  deceased  Mr. 
Weare.  He  had  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Jury 
to  a  very  remarkable  circumstance.   - 

On  the  Saturday  Hunt  had  a  new  spade  sent  to  his 
lodgings,  which  he  took  down  to  tlie  cottage  on 
Sunday.  When  he  got  near  Probert's  garden,  he 
told  that  individual,  "  that  he  had  brought  it  down  to 
dig  a  hole  to  bury  the  body  in."  On  that  evening, 
Probert  did  really  visit  Mr.  Nicholls  ;  and  the  latter 
said  to  him,  "  that  some  persons  had  heard  the  report 
of  a  gun  or  pistol  in  tlie  lane,  on  Friday  evening ;  but 
he  supposed  it  was  some  foolish  joke."  Probert,  on 
his  return,  stated  this  to  Thurtell  and  Hunt,  and  the 
information  appcured  to  alarm  the  furmer,  who  said, 
"  lie  feared  he  should  be  hanged."  The  intelligence, 
however,  inspired  tliem  all  with  a  strong  desire  to 
conceal  the  body  effectually.  Probert  wished  it  to 
be  removed  from  his  pond;  for,  had  it  been  found 
there,  be  knew  it  would  be  important  evidence 
against  himself.  He  declared  that  he  would  not 
suffer  it  to  remain  there ;  and  Thurtell  and  Hunt  pro- 
mised to  come  down  on  tlie  Monday,  and  remove  it 
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dg,  md  »  teflicfMw»  tfthit  Mmt  »f  iriMtoj  ^liMi 
ttey  meditalwl  tiiey  took  #ilh  Ihim  IMbartKi'kiy. 
Tbey  carried  hkn  te  Tariow  plaMti^  Md  findlf  lodgvl' 
tbft  boy  atMr.  Tttetll't,  in  C^ondoik-sftreeb  'Ob>4Io 
oreniog  of  4faat  samo  Moncky,  Hnoi  a&d-  ThtrMl 
came  down  to  the  cottage.  Hnttt  engaged  linb^BMi* 
hert  in  convonatioa  while  Thartell  and  Probeit  Mbk 
the  body  out  of  tiie  pond^  pufc^it  into  TharteUirg^, 
and  then  gave  notice  to  Hunt  that  Ae  gig  was  nae^ir 
In  this  masBnei;  they  carried  away  the  body  that 
but  where  they  took  it  to  Probert  did  not  know: 

It  will  be  proved  to  you  in  eridenoe  that  (htf  body 
was  takento  a  l^ook»  a  short  distance  on  the  noithesn 
side  of  Elsbree,  where  it  was  deposited  or  sont^xln 
the  same  manner  as  it  was  before  in  ProberfeTa  pttnll 
The  state  of  the  gig  in  winch  tiie  body  was  ao  ttfcen< 
told  the  stoiry  of  the  manner  in  whieb  it  was^l9Bl-' 
ployed.  Its  bottom  was  found  in  (fae  morning  coren^ 
with  mud  and  blood«  These  are  details  on  wUeh'I 
feel  it  wholly  mmecessary  to  enfau^;  Ihey  wil'to 
more  impressively  sabmitted  to  your  oonsidcHrationby 
the  respective  witnesses  who  will  be  successfie^ 
called  to  .the  respective  occurrences.  The  tanotrs 
that  were  afloat  in  the  vicinity,  in  conseqaeaoe'eC 
the  report  of  a  pistol  or  gon-shot  having  been  haaid 
in  the  Ime,  soon  reached  tiie  ears  of  the  negislntae; 
and  in  consequence  of  eertain  communications^  Thais 
tell,  Hunt»  and  Probert,  were  apprehended. 

Another  expedient,  on  the  part  of  Hnnt^  to  evafle, 
if  possible,  all  evidence  of  his  identity,  was  to  *  be 
discovered  in  the  very  change  he  had  made  sobee^ 
quently  in  his  appearance  Up  to  Ae  Monday  nigb^ 
when  the  body  was  removed,  ha  wore  very  iM^ 
whiskers :  these  he  immediately  after  riwvod  off;  'it 
is  almost  needless  to  say  that  periiape  there  is  no  OK- 
pedient  better  calculated  to  answer  its  objeot  Mou- 
thing can  effeot  so  great  a  change  in  the  human  ap- 
pearaoco  as  the  removal  of  snch  a  portion  of  hair 
from  the  fMOf*  partwuharly  wheio  the  whiskers  warn 


nsTf  large.  Af  I  before  stated,  ramoun  were  eir- 
cniated  relative  to  a  fapposed  murder ;  inquiries  were 
imtitated,  but  as  Ae  body  had  not  at  that  time  been 
feodt  it  was  impossible  to  aseertain  who  the  murdered 
poBon  was.  It  was,  however,  found  on  the  Thurs- 
dqf  f0nowing  by  persons  to  whom  (tie  place,  where  it 
wm  depositedi  was  shewn  by  a  person. 

I -will  not  give  in  evidenee  any  part  of  any  supposed 
ceofession  of  the  prisoner  Hunt,  save  the  fact  which 
subsequent  inquiry  had  proved  to  be  true,  and  to  that 
extent  I  am  justified  by  the  law.  If,  for  instance,  a 
party  charged  with  having  stolen  goods,  acknowledge 
thiat  at  a  certain  place  those  goods  are  to  be  found,  I 
am  at  liberty  to  give  in  evidence  that  declaration, 
^^rhen  followed  by  the  fact  of  their  being  so  dtseovcred. 
ISm  that  point  I  shall  confine  myself,  determined  not 
to  allude  to  any  other  part  of  a  confession  which 
night  have  been  made  under  inducements  either  of 
bope  or  of  fear.  Not  one  word  more  of  that  con- 
fession shaH  I  advert  to ;  but  I  am  not  to  be  under- 
stood as  saying,  that  I  shall  not  give  in  proof  the 
declarations  of  the  prisoner  Hunt  to  his  associates  re- 
lative to  these  transactions. 

I  have  now.  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  detailed  to 

you  the  prmcipal  facts  which  it  is  my  duty  to  establish 

by  competent  evidence.    Some  of  them,  they  must 

(Aserve,  would  depend  on  the  evidence  of  an  accom- 

plioe ;  for  Probert,  though  not  an  accomplice  before^ 

the  murder,  was  confessedly  privy  to  a  eertain  part 

of  the  transaction*— to  the  concealment  of  the  body — 

to  ibe  concealment,  consequently,  of  tlio  murder. 

He  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  bad,  a  very  bad,  man. 

He  was  presented  to  the  Jury  in  that  character. 

What  good  man  coidd  ever  lend  himself,  in  the  re- 

HMtest  degree,  to  so  xevolting  a  transaction?    An 

^OBomplice  must  always  be,  in  a  greater  or  less 

^jDftent,   a  base  man.    The  Jury  would  therefore 

t^ec^ve  the  evidence  of  Probert  witii  extreme  oau* 

tiofn ;  and  tiiey  would  asark,  with  peculiar  attention, 

Hmv  ftriiii  evidence  was  confirmed  by  testimony  that 
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could  not  be  impeached.  But  he  would  adduce  wch 
witnesses  in  confirmation  of  Probert*s  statement — he 
would  so  confirm  bim  in  every  point,  as  to  build  up 
his  testimony  with  a  degree  of  strength  and  consis- 
tency which  could  not  be  shaken,  much  less  over- 
turned. He  would  prove  by  other  witnesses  besides 
Probert,  tliat  Thurcell  set  out  with  a  companion  from 
London,  who  did  not  arrive  at  the  ostensible  end  of 
his  journey ;  he  would  prove  that  he  had  brought  the 
property  of  that  companion  to  Probert*s  bouse,  the 
double-barrelled  gun,  tlie  backgammon-board,  and 
the  green  carpet-bag;  he  would  prove,  that  some 
time  before  he  arrived  at  the  cottage,  the  report  of  a 
gun  or  pistol  was  heard  in  Giirs-hill-lane,  not  far  from 
the  cottage ;  be  would  prove  that  his  clothes  were  in 
a  bloody  state  ;  and  that,  when  he  was  apprehended, 
even  on  the  Wednesday  after  the  murder,  he  had  not 
been  able  to  efface  all  the  marks  from  his  apparel. 

Besides  all  this,  they  would  find,  that  in  his  pocket, 
when  apprehended,  there  was  a  penknife  which  was 
positively  sworn  to  as  having  belonged  to  Mr.  Weare, 
and  also  the  fellow-pistol  of  that  which  was  found  ad- 
joining the  place  where  the  murder  was  committed^- 
tlie  ])uir  having  been  iMirchased  in  Mary-le-bone- 
slrcet  by  Hunt.  These  circumstances  brought  the 
case  clearly  home  to  Thui-tell.  Next  as  to  Hunt 
He  was  charged  as  an  accomplice  before  the  fact.  It 
was  evident  that  he  advised  this  proceeding.  For 
what  purpose,  but  to  advise,  did  he  proceed  to  the 
cottage?  He  was  a  stranger  to  Mrs.  Probertand 
her  family;  he  was  not  expected  at  the  cottage. 
There  was  not  for  him,  as  tiiere  was  for  Thurtell,  an 
apology  for  his  visit.  He  hired  a  gig,  and  he  pro- 
duced a  sack — the  Jury  knew  to  what  end  and  pur- 
pose. They  would  also  bear  in  mind,  that  tlie  gun, 
traveliing-bag,  and  backgammon-board,  were  found 
in  his  lodging.  These  constituted  a  part  of  tlie  plun- 
der of  Mr.  Weare,  and  could  only  be  possessed  by  a 
person  participating  in  this  crime.  Besides,  there 
was  placed  about  the  neck  of  Proberl's  wife,  a  diain. 
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i¥hich  h^d  belooged  to  Mr.  Weare,  and  round  the 
neck  of  the  murdered  man  there  was  found  a  shawl 
which  belonged  to  Thurtell,  but  which  had  been  seen 
in  tiie  hands  of  Hunt  In  giving  this  summary  of 
the  case,  be  had  not  stated  every  circumstance  con- 
nected with  it.  His  great  anxiety  was,  not  to 
state  that  which  he  did  not  firmly  believe  would  be 
borne  out  by  evidence. 

One  circumstance  he  had  omitted,  which  he  felt  it 
necessary  to  lay  before  the  Jury.  It  was,  that  a 
watch  was  seen  in  the  possession  of  ThurtelJ,  which 
he  would  show  belonged  to  Mr.  Weare.  After 
Thurtell  was  apprehended,  and  Hunt  had  said  some- 
thing o-a  the  subject  of  this  transaction,  an  officer  asked 
Thurtell  what  he  had  done  with  the  watch  ?  He  an- 
swered, that,  *^  when  he  was  taken  into  custody,  he 
put  his  hand  behind  him  and  chucked  it  away."  Thur* 
tell  also  made  another  disclosure.  He  said,  when 
questioned,  "  that  other  persons,  near  the  spot,  were 
concerned  in  it,  whom  he  forebore  to  mention.''  As 
to  Thurtell,  the  evidence  would,  he  believed,  clearly 
prove  him  to  have  been  the  perpetrator  of  the  murder; 
and  with  respect  to  Hunt,  it  was  equally  clear  tliat  he 
was  an  accessary  before  the  fact.  In  the  review  of 
this  mass  of  evidence,  if  any  doubts  should  arise  in 
your  minds,  you  will,  as  you  are  bound  in  conscience 
to  do,  give  the  prisoners  the  benefit  of  them ;  but  if 
the  case  shall  be  established  clearly  and  satisfactorily, 
you  will  find  that  verdict  which  the  well-being  of  so- 
ciety and  the  demands  of  justice  require. 

When  the  Learned  Counsel  concluded  his  able  and 
dispassionate  statement,  a  very  considerable  degree 
of  agitation  prevailed  in  the  Court.  The  avenues  to 
the  witnesses'  box  were  so  crowded,  that  it  was  witii 
difficulty  the  witness  called  could  gain  access.  Tliur- 
tell,  who  had  been  most  attentive  during  the  speech, 
looked  steadfastly  at  tlie  door  through  which  the  wit- 
nesses were  to  enter.  He  had  some  short  communi- 
cation with  Mr.  Andrews,  his  counsel ;  and  soon  af- 
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tor,  Mr.  Justice  Park  having  withdrawn  for  a  few 
nomCMits,  he  utc  a  thin  sandwich,  which  tlic  governor 
of  the  prison,  Mr.  Wilson  had  provided.  Both  pri- 
soDcTs  conducted  Ihemsplves  wiUi  firmness,  onr  was 
there  the  slightest  change  of  miinncr  in  the  deporlmeut 
of  Thurtcll.  even  in  those  part*  of  the  statement 
which  detailed  those  horrihic  facts  in  which  he  was 
tlic  presumed  agent. 

EVIDENCE. 
JOIIN  BEESON  examined  by  Mr.  BoIIand.  I 
went  in  search  oi'  a  body  wilh  Ilutliven  and  L'pson, 
two  Bow-street  officers  ;  the  prisoner  Hunt  was  witji 
us;  we  went  to  Aldenham,  and  found  the  body  in  a 
brookcalled  Hill  Sloiigli,  near  Elstreo ;  Hunt  pointed 
it  out ;  the  body  was  concealed  in  a  sack  ;  the  head 
was  itownward*  in  the  sack ;  there  was  a  rope  fas- 
tened round  tlie  snck ;  the  lengtli  of  tho  rope  was 
two  or  three  yards ;  Uicre  was  a  stone  tied  to  the 
cod;  I  was  not  present  when  the  suck  was  opened  ; 
it  was  carried  to  the  Artichoke  puMic-house,  at  El- 
■tree  ;  the  pond  was  a  quarler  of  a  mile  from  Elstree; 
it  was  to  the  right  hand  side  of  Uie  road  coming  from 
Elstree  towards  Radlett;  I  am  actjuainted  with  tlie 
Toads  about  Gitl's  Hill.  There  is  a  road  brofiching 
off  towards  Watford,  with  a  finger-post  dlrectioD 
{lointing  that  way.  Pursuing  that  road,  you  pa«9  a 
cottage,  where  a  person,  named  Hunt, lives  ;  the  road 

^ivides,  one  leading  to  Radlett,  and  the  other  to  Pro- 
lert's  cottage  at  Gill's  Hill.  A  man  ignorant  of  the 
road  might  mistake  his  way.  He  niiglit,  however,  rc- 
1  again  on  tlie  road  to  Probcrfs  cottage,  though 
the  went  by  mistake  to  High  Cross.    It  would  be  a 

^fercuitous  passage.  Even  if  a  person  went  to  Rad- 
lett, he  might  turn  to  the  rigfit  and  get  to  Probcrt* 
cottage.  The  roads  are  very  bad  and  very  narrow. 
If  a  person  met  any  tiling  in  his  way,  while  driving, 

rhe  must  back  out.  A  man,  not  knowing  the  road. 
Slight  mistake,  tliese  roads  are  hifiy,  and  n  person,  or- 
"'"  ril;  §feakiog,  uuftt  drive  alow. 
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CnnS'CnBained  by  Mr.  Thesnger  for  Hunt.  It 
was  on  Thnnday,  the  30th  of  Octobw,  foar  persons 
went  to  find  Hie  body;  the  place  Tvbera  it  was  fcnrod 
was  two  miles  from  Gill's  Hill.  They  searched  in  a 
body,  he  meant  all  togetlier.  They  searched  nearly 
for  five  minutes.  It  was  about  two  minutes  after  the 
place  had  been  pointed  out  The  body  was  found 
nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  pond.  It  was  possible 
for  any  person  to  place  the  body  in  tlic  pond  without 
walking  in.  Two  men  might  have  swung  tlie  body 
in.  One  man  could  not  have  done  it.  The  wea- 
tlier  was  wet,  and  the  pond  was,  consequently,  fuH. 
I  saw  Mr.  Hunt  point  out  that  pond  as  the  place 
where  the  body  was.  The  pond  altogether  was  as 
large  as  the  table  of  the  Court.  There  was  a  short 
piece  of  the  rope  round  the  sack  loose.  The  rope 
was  twisted  round  the  sack  in  a  careless  manner. 
Hie  handkerchief  was  outside  of  the  sack,  and  the 
stones  were  concealed  in  it. 

ROBERT  FIELD  examined  by  Mr.  Broderick* 
I  keep  the  Artichoke  public-house  at  Elstree;  I  re- 
member a  dead  body  being  brou^t  to  my  house  on 
a  Thursday.  I  saw  the  body  drawn  out  of  the  pood  ; 
it  was  covered  with  a  sack,  and  that  was  fastened 
by  cords.  The  rope  was  bound  round  the  neck,  the 
middle  and  the  feet,  with  a  handkerchief  tied  to  the 
end  full  of  stones ;  there  were  two  or  three  yards  o€ 
the  rope  superabundant.  That  body  was  afterwards 
shewn  to  Mr.  Rexwortby,  and  he  said  it  was  the  body 
of  William  Wearc. 

JOHN  UPSON  examined  fay  Mr.  Gurncy.  I  am 
an  officer  of  Bow-street;  I  was  present  at  the  ex- 
amination of  the  prisoners  at  Watford ;  it  was  on  A 
Wednesday  or  Thursday  ;  1  had  a  conversation  wiHt 
Thurtell  after  the  body  was  found ;  I  went  in  search 
of  the  body.  I  went  to  the  place  where  it  wa« 
found  by  the  direction  of  Hunt.  We  went  first  to 
one  spot,  and  Hunt  said,  "that  is  not  the  place." 
We  tten  went  to  another.  We  had  a  pole,  and  tried 
wittiMt  fMcen.  Ann  passed  vitli  4  ladder,  and 
u2 
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Beeson  went  on  the  ladder  to  drag.  Hunt  pointed 
with  his  finger,  and  said  the  body  was  farther  out. 
The  body  was  found,  and  taken  on  the  ladder  to  the 
Artichoke.    I  was  not  present  when  the  body  was 

WILLIAM  REXWORTHY  examined  by  Mr. 
Brodcrick.  I  keep  a  billiard-table  at  Spring-gardens, 
London,  and  was  intimately  acquainted  with  (he  lato 
Mr.  Weare.  I  knew  his  body  when  I  saw  it,  as  it 
lay  dead  at  tlie  Artichoke,  at  Elstree.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  body  which  I  saw  there  was  Mr. 
Wearers ;  but  am  quite  positive  of  the  fact. 

Cross>examined  oy  Mr.  Andrews.  The  body  was 
in  a  putrid  state  when  I  saw  it  at  the  Artichoke. 
The  face  was  then  visible,  and  I  observed  that  there 
was  the  mark  of  a  pistol  on  the  left  side  of  the  head; 
I  mean  the  mark  of  the  muzzle  of  a  pistol.  I  saw  no 
blood  about  the  body.  It  was  in  a  state  for  me  to 
speak  to  it  with  certainty,  as  the  body  of  Mr.  Weare. 
I  knew  him  as  perfectly  as  if  he  had  been  living.  I 
don't  know  on  what  day  of  the  month  it  was  that  I 
saw  the  body,  but  it  was  on  a  Friday.  I  knew  him 
for  sixteen  years  previously  ;  and  at  the  time  I  now^ 
speak  of,  I  don't  think  I  ever  expressed  any  doubt 
about  the  body  being  that  of  Mr.  Weare.  Most  cer- 
tainly I  was  as  clear  of  the  fact  at  the  time  of  my  first 
examination  as  I  am  now. 

RICHARD  WEARE,  a  thin,  short,  pale-looking 
man,  having  the  appearance  of  a  mechanic,  was  ex- 
amined by  Mr.  Bolland.  I  had  a  brotiier,  named 
William ;  he  had  no  otiier  Christian  name.  I  saw  a 
corpse  at  the  Artichoke,  at  ESstrce,  before  the  Coro- 
ner ;  it  was  on  tlie  day  Mr.  Rexworthy  saw  it ;  it 
was  the  body  of  my  brother  William.  This  witness 
gave  his  evidence  in  an  extremely  agitated  tone,  and 
was  not  cross-examined. 

THOMAS  ABEL  WARD,  examined  by  Mr. 
Broderick.  I  am  a  stranger  at  Watford;  I  examined 
a. dead  body  lying  at  the  Artichoke,  at  Elstree.  On 
the  iij  of  the  inquest  I  examined  the  head  of  the 
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body ;  there  were  many  marks  of  violence  about 
tiie  left  temple,  which  had  been  occasioned  by  some 
round  blunt  instrument ;  they  mi^t  hare  been  oc- 
eaaioned  by  the  muzzle  of  a  pistol  driven  with  force 
against  it  A  pistol  was  produced  before  the  Coro- 
ner, and  the  marks  in  the  scalp  corresponded  with 
the  muzzle  ;  tlic  wounds  had  penetrated  the  scalp  of 
the  skull.  Near  these  wounds  was  &  fracture  of  the 
skpll.  with  several  portions  of  the  bone  broken  off 
ai^driven  into  the  substance  of , the  brain ;  the  pistol 
produced  would  have  caused  such  injury,  if  not  fired, 
but  driven  into  the  skull  by  force.  It  did  appear 
.  to  me  that  the  injury  had  been  caused  by  tlie  pistol 
then  produced ;  the  injury  to  die  hrain  would  have 
produced  death ;  the  substance  of  tlie  brain  was 
penetrated  by  the  bone;  tliere  was  a  mark  on  the 
right  check,  which  appeared  to  be  a  gun-shot  wound. 
.  -  By  gun-shot  wound  is  meant  any  wound  produced 
by  a  sliot  5red,  whether  from  gun  or  pistol,  &e.  I 
could  not  trace  this  wound  deep.  It  only  penetrated 
through  the  integuments  to  the  bone  of  the  check ; 
it  could  not  have  occasioned  instant  death,  nor  in- 
deed  death  at  all.  Ilere  was  on  incised  wound  on 
each  side  of  the  neck.  There  were  two  on  the  left 
side,  and  one  on  tlie  right  side.  Of  tliose  on  the 
Jeft  side,  one  was  immediately  under  tlie  ear,  tho 
other  further  back.  The  incised  wound  had  been 
made  by  some  sharp  instrument.  A  knife  would 
have  produced  them,  certainly.  On  the  left  side, 
-  the  jugular  vein  was  divided  by  one  of  the  incised 
grounds. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Piatt.  On  the  left  side 
of  the  head,  you  saw  a  wound  and  fracture,  which 
must  have  been  effected  by  a  blunt  instrument  t — Yei. 

The  instrument  by  which  this  was  produced,  must 
hare  driven  itself  through  the  skull  ? — Yea. 

If  the  instrument  had  not  been  driven  .l^y  force 
into  the  skull,  the  mark  of  the  instrument  most  have 
been  more  apparent  on  the  surface  ? — Yes. 

What  was  thq  position  of  the  wound?-— Tbe  frac- 
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ture  was  above  the  temple,  just  above  the  anterior 
angle  of  the  bone  of  the  skull.  The  mai-lw  where 
there  were  not  fractures  were  above  that.  There 
were  several  of  them. 

Now  is  it  possible  that  an  instrument  with  a  larger 
mil  than  that  pistol  that  was  prudurcd,  could  have 
been  intrmluced  into  the  fracture  ! — Yes. 

/VjuI  produced  the  same  result? — The  same  result, 
as  far  as  the  fracture  goes,  could  have  been  prothiced 
hy  a  lander  instrument ;  the  marks  which  I  IiaTc 
said  were  above  the  fracture  could  not  hare  bccu 
produced,  except  by  such  an  instrument  as  the  pis- 
tol ;  tJiey  corresponded  to  the  end  of  the  muizle. 

Was  die  skin  forced  into  the  wound? — 1'he  sida 
was  not  forced  into  tiic  wound,  tliough  it  was  de- 
pressed by  the  blow  that  occwioncd  tlic  fracture; 
that  is  to  say,  it  was  wounded,  but  not  detached. 

What  wai  the  size  of  the  wound  1 — The  orifice  of 
the  fracture  was  an  inch  and  an  eighth  or  a  quarter 
in  length,  and  7-8thii  of  an  inch  in  width.  I  can 
shew  how  it  was  by  drawing  it. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.    Then  do.  Sir. 

Mr.  Ward  tlien  drew  on  a  sheet  of  paper  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  wound,  and  produced  Troni  a  small 
box  the  pieces  of  the  skull  which  had  been  forced  into 
tlic  wound,  and  which  he  had  extracted  and  pre- 
nervcd.  The  drawing  and  the  pieces  of  bone  were 
banded  to  tlie  Bench,  and  tlion  to  the  Jury.  The 
bones  were  returned  to  Mr.  Ward,  but  he  left  the 
ilrawing. 

Docs  this  (the  drawing)  describe  tlie  e.-<ternat  ap- 
pearance of  the  wound! 

Mr.  Jaslicc  Pabk.    Mr.  Ward  has  made  it  plaii 
this  is  tlic  fracture  of  tlie  sknli.     You  mean  the  fr« 
ture.  Mr.  Ward,  and  not  tlie  wound,  do  yon  not  ?— ' 
Yes,  my  Lord. 

Mr.  Platl  continued  his  cross-examination. 

Then  the  fleshy  orifice  was  not  cut  oiit .' — The  ex- 
ternal skin  was  broken,  but  not  dctaclied ;  it  was  a 
contused  wound. 
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"Sfbat  vas  tht  size  of  the  orifice  of  tbiscontiued 
wound? — I  leally  do  not  uDderstand  you.  There 
vai  DO  interval ;  I  could  have  brought  up  the  iote> 
guments,  and  closed  them  entirely,  for  no  part  had 
oeeD  detached. 

But  before  it  was  so  stretched  ? — There  was  no 
stretching;  the  integuments  which  covered  the  duill, 
a  sohd  substance,  had  been  bruised,  when  forced 
upon  that  soHd  substance  which  had  been  broken  be- 
neath it  by  the  violence  of  the  blow.  The  integu- 
ments of  the  skull  were  not  torn  away,  but  were  rent 
in  halves,  as  it  were. 

Would  that  drawing  you  have  made  deoote  tha 
size  of  the  aperture  if  it  had  been  drawn  out  ? — It 
would  have  been  of  considerable  size.  I  could  have 
put  my  finger  into  it. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  Mr.  Flatt,  I  think  the  case  is 
very  clear.  The  skull  was  fractured;  tiic  bone  pro- 
duced to  U9  was  driven  into  the  brain,  and  the  skin  or 
scalp  was  rent :  I  think.  "Sir.  Ward,  you  have  given 
your  evidence  very  clearly. 

Mr.  Piatt.  Was  the  rent  of  the  integuments  made 
in  that  kind  of  way,  that  a  larger  instrument  could 
have  been  forced  through  ? — Certainly. 

The  jugular  vein  was  divided,  which,  if  not  stop- 
ped, would  produce  death,  was  it  not? — Yes, 

Was  any  artery  divided  ?— No. 

Tou  could  have  judged  that  great  hemorrhage  had 
taken  place  ? — No. 

Was  there  an  appcarajice  as  if  the  wound  that 
^vided  tile  jugular  vein  had  been  inflicted  on  the  liv- 
ing person?- — There  was  every  appearance  as  if  it 
had,  and  nothing  to  show  that  it  had  not  been  inflicted 
on  the  living  person. 

Could  you  say,  on  your  oath,  tliat  that  wound 
could  have  been  inflicted  after  death? — I  tliink  it 
possible. 

Have  you  not  the  means  of  judging  whether  a 
wound  tiuA  appears  on  a  dead  body  has  been  inflicted 
duiiog  life  or  after  death  1 — Not  after  a  body  has 
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been  soaked  in  water  three  or  four  days  ;  the  indicia 
are  not  such  that  I  would  trust  them  in  such  a 

case. 

Then  the  body  must  have  been  altered  by  lying  in 
the  water  ? — Yes. 

Are  not  the  features  more  altered  in  persons  dying 
of  hemorrhage,  so  as  to  make  it  more  difficult  to  re- 
cognize them  ? — ^Ycs,  when  the  hemorrhage  is  pro- 
tracted. 

Is  the  hemorrhage  from  the  jugular  vein  protracted? 
—The  bleeding,  in  the  case  of  a  wound  of  the  jugular 
vein,  is  uncertain;  sometimes  it  is  protracted,  some* 
times  not. 

In  this  case  the  jugular  vein  was  divided? — ^Not 
entirely  divided ;  but  tide  wound  was  very  consider- 
able. 

Suppose  an  individual  had  been  bled  to  death, 
and  laid  for  a  week  in  a  pond,  would  it  not  in  such  a 
case  have  been  more  difficult  for  persons  to  ascertain 
M'ho  that  individual  was  ?—  It  would ;  but  I  conceive, 
from  the  appearance  of  the  body  I  saw  at  Elstrce ; 
that  if  I  had  known  the  person  in  his  life-time.  I 
should  have  recognized  him  then. 

Re-examined  by  Mr.  Brodcrick.  What,  in  your 
opinion,  was  the  cause  of  death  ? — The  injury  to  the 
brain  by  the  pistol. 

The  Court. — Your  evidence,  Sir,  has  been  most 
clear  and  satisfactorv,  to  ray  mind  at  least. 

GEORGE  RUTIIVExV,  the  officer,  called.  He 
brought  into  the  court  with  him  a  large  bag  of  car- 
I)cting  full  of  various  articles,  a  hat  in  a  handkerchief, 
and  a  dressing-case.  Sworn,  and  examined  by  Mr. 
Holland. — I  am  an  officer  of  IJow-street;  I  appre- 
hended the  prisoner,  John  Thurtell,  the  Wednesday 
after  the  Friday  of  the  supposed  murder  (the  29tli 
Oct.),  at  Tctsairs,  the  sign  of  the  Coach  and  Horses, 
in  Conduit-street,  Bond-street,  London.  I  found  in 
his  coat-pocket  a  pistol  not  loaded.  I  found  a  pistol- 
key  and  a  knife  in  his  waistcoat-pocket,  and  a  key 
which  belonged  to   an   air-gun.     1  found  a  muslin 
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handkerchief  in  a  drawer  close  to  die  bed-eide  ;  it 
appeared  to  be  marked  with  blood ;  the  marks  were 
just  the  same  then  as  they  are  now.  In  a  drawer  I 
found  a  shirt,  stained  with  blood  in  each  comer  of 
the  collar  where  they  project  above  the  neckcloth.  I 
found  a  black  kerseymere  waistcoat,  with  marks  of 
blood  on  each  pocket.  I  found  this  on  his  bed.  I 
found  also  a  black  coat,  with  marks  of  blood  on  both 
cuffii,  and  a  mark  on  the  left  shoulder ;  I  found  this 
co{^t  on  his  bed ;  I  found  a  hat  ["prodacedj ;  there  is 
a  mark  of  blood  now ;  there  was  one  small  mark  on 
another  part  I  arrested  Hunt  at  his  lodgings,  19^ 
King-street,  Golden-square,  the  same  day  (Oct.  29). 
I  took  no  articles  out  of  his  lodgings  on  tile-Wed- 
nesday. On  the  Thursday  ni^t  I  went  again  to  his 
lodgings,  and  found  a  dressing-box  and  a  double* 
barrelled  gun,  with  the  name  of  the  maker,  Manton, 
[the  gun  was  produced].  Under  the  bed  I  found 
this  sponge  [a  large  sponge  was  produced].  I  found 
a  carpet-bag  [[produced] ;  it  was  empty.  I  found  a 
shooting-jacket,  a  pair  of  drab  breeches,  a  pair  of 
gaiters  or  leggings,  one  pair  of  half  and  one  pair  of 
Hessian  boots,  a  cord,  two  waistcoats,  two  coloured 
handkerchiefs,  three  shirts,  (two  of  the  shirts  were 
marked — oqe  of  them  W.  W.,  No.  1.,  tlie  other  W.), 
one  neckcloth,  one  collar,  nightcap,  clothes-bag, 
powder-flask,  clothes-brush,  tumscrew,  bullet*mould, 
and  a  comb.  I  have  had  all  these  things  in  my  pos- 
setsion  ever  since. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Chitty.  When  I  appre- 
hended Thurtell,  the  door  of  his  room  was  not  fas- 
tened* The  blood  on  the  shirt-collar  might  have  pro- 
ceeded from  a  cut  in  shaving.  The  drawers  in  bis 
room  were  unlocked,  but  the  articles  wbidi  I  found 
were  tied  up.  It  was  a  public-house  in  which  Thurtell 
lodged.  I  went  there  about  half-past  seven  in  tlie 
morning,  Thurtell  was  in  bed  vihcn  I  first  entered. 
There  was  another  person  in  bed  in  the  room,  but 
not  in  the  same  bed  with  Thurtell*  Thurtell  made 
no  resistance. 
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Crosf^zainioed  by  Mr.  Thessigcr.  I  did  not  Betrch 
Hunt's  apartment  nn  the  day  when  I  appreboided 
tiim.  When  I  went  ^n  the  Following  day  his  wife 
u'us  Liij:  itt  iiuiiie,  and  I  broke  tlie  door  of  his  room 
open.  All  the  articles  which  the  witness  stated  that 
he  had  found  in  tlie  lodgings  of  Hunt  and  Tlturtell 
wei'C  produced  by  him,  a:id  left  in  court. 

IIEXRY  SIMMONS  examined  by  Mr.  Broderick. 
I  am  the  constable  of  Watford.  [He  pi'oduced  a 
pocket  pistol.]  It  was  given  ine  by  Mr.  Nichollsof 
Battler's  Green.  It  was  stained  as  it  is  now,  with 
the  pai  down.  Besides  the  blood,  there  was  hair 
upon  :!: :  there  is  now.  There  was  a  piece  of  tow 
in  tha  ntuzzlc  as  there  is  now.  I  have  a  small  koifa. 
file  i^Toduced  it. j  He  had  it  from  Mr.  NichoUs.  I 
have  a  red  shawl  handkerchief.  [He  produced  it.^ 
I  rcf.ived  it  from  Dr.  Pidcock,  the  younger,  on  the 
3Ist  of  October.  I  have  a  gold  curb  watch-chaju. 
[He  produced  it  in  a  box.]  1  received  it  from  Mrs. 
Prnitcrt,  ou  tlic  l^tli  November,  in  the  evening,  i 
rcci:-iv.^d  :i  sack  from  Robert  Field,  landlord  of  the 
Artici.jke.  [Produced  it].  On  the  ^-ttii  November 
1  recr.vcd  another  from  M'illiam  Uulmer  ;  a  piece  of 
a  sli;r:  i  have,  I  received  from  :Mr.  Thomas  Bates;  I 
receivod  these  various  articles  in  tlie  presence  of  Uie 
Maj^ifirates,  sind  have  kept  tjiciii  ever  since. 

Th:;  various  articles  mentioued  by  this  witness  were 
haiiJcd  by  him  to  the  ofhcer.  The  greatest  anxiety- 
was  ijhewn  by  the  learned  Judge,  that  the  hair  and 
blooti  im  the  fatal  pistol  sliould  not  be  disturbed 
before  they  were  shown  to  the  Jury.  I  received 
also,  cii  the  80th  of  November,  a  part  of  a  coat  and 
a  huncikcrchicf  from  George  Jones.' 

PROBERT 

was  tlic  next  witness  called. — The  mention  of  Iiis 
name  created  a  great  sensation.  lie  was  brought 
througli  the  dock,  and  passed  the  prisoners,  Thurtell 
scarcely  looked  at  him ;  biU  to.Hunt  be  was  anobject 
of  greater  attention.     He  eyed  him  with  eamsshwas. 
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and  during  the  first  part  of  his  examination  stood  ujj 
in  the  dock. 

Wilham  Probert,  examined  bv  Mr.  Gumev.  1 
have  occupied  a  cottage  in  Giirs-iiill-Ianc,  near  the 
village  of  Elstrce.  I  occupied  it  for  about  six 
months  before  October  last.  My  family  usually  con- 
sisted of  Airs.  Probert,  her  two  sistere,  the  Misses 
Noycs,  my  children,  myself,  a  female  servant,  and  a 
boy.  In  the  month  of  October,  only  one  of  tlie 
Misses  Noyes  v/as  at  the  cottage ;  but  there  \vert» 
some  children  of  Thomas  Thurtcll.  None  of  my 
own  children  were  there  at  that  time.  I  have  bcv:i 
acquainted  with  John  Thurtell  for  some  tinir  ;  ast. 
He  has  often  been  with  me  to  my  cott'^f'':*,  \r.\:\  !ias 
been  sporting  about  the  jTlace.  lie  knew  the  road  to 
the  cottage  very  well,  and  all  the  roads  a'>oiit  tlic 
neighbourhood.  Gill's-bill-lane  turns  out  of  the  hig!. 
road  to  St.  Alban's,  at  Radlctt,  about  a  (pi.irtor  oi  j 
mile.  The  nearest  road  to  the  cottage  from  J.ondnn 
would  be  along  the  high  road  as  far  as  RadiJtt,  and 
tlien  to  turn  down  Gill's-hilMane.  ]My  e(  It.ige  i^ 
14  miles  and  a  quarter  from  Tyburn-turnpike,  hi 
the  latter  end  of  October,  and  in  the  week  wlien  lhi> 
business  took  place,  John  Thurtell  lodgcil  ai  Mr. 
Tetsall's  in  Conduit-street.  His  brother  ''yi.onuis 
lodged  there  also.  I  did  not  introduce  them  to  Tvtsull. 
I  met  them  there.  On  Friday,  tlic  2Ith  of  Octohrr, 
I  dined  at  Tetsall's  with  Thomas  and  John  Tiimtell, 
and  Thomas  Noyes.  Four  days  previous  to  tl.'.*  '2  Ith, 
I  borrowed  10/.  of  John  Thurtell.  At  the  tinio  i 
borrowed  the  money,  he  said,  •*  You  must  1(  t  nir 
have  it  back  on  the  Thursday  or  Friday.''  On  'ri.ins- 
day,  when  I  saw  him  at  Tetsall's,  he  asked  mc  rv  iiethcr 
I  had  the  10/.  for  him.  I  said  that  I  had  i.ot  been 
able  to  collect  it.  He  said,  **  I  told  vou  that  ■  sliuuld 
ivanttlie  money  to-day  or  to-morrow,  and  it  will  be 
three  hundred  poands  out  of  my  pocket :  but  if 
you  let  me  have  it  to-morrow,  it  will  answer 
the  same  purpose."  On  the  next  day,  Friday,  I  paid 
him  five  pounds  which  I  had  borrowed  of  Tetsall. 

xg 
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This  was  after  dinner.  He  then  said,  ^*  I  think  I 
shall  go  down  to  your  cottage  to-night;  are  you 
going  down  ?  I  said,  "  Yes."  He  sai4i  "  Then  you 
can  drive  Hunt  down."  I  answered,  **  Yes."  He  said, 
**  I  expect  a  friend  to  meet  me  a  little  before  five ; 
if  he  should  come,  I  will  take  him  down  to  the  cot- 
tage with  me ;  and  if  I  have  an  opportunity,  I  may 
do  him,  for  he  is  a  man  that  has  robbed  me  of 
several  hundreds."  He  also  said,  *'  I  have  told  Hiiht 
where  to  stop.  I  shall  want  him  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  beyond  Elstrce,  to  wait  for  me."  He  added, 
"  For  fear  you  should  not  go  down  to  the  cottage, 
give  Hunt  a  pound."  I  did,  in  consequence,  gife 
Hunt  twenty  shillings.  Thurtell  said  to  Hunt,- who 
had  just  come  into  the  room,  "  Joe,  there  is  a  pound; 
if  Probert  don  t  come  down,  hire  a  horse ;  you  know 
where  to  stop  for  me."  I  do  not  know  that  Hunt 
made  any  answer.  Thurtell  left  the  Coach  and 
Horses  almost  immediately  after  this  conversation, 
in  a  horse  and  gig.  It  was  a  gray  horse  with  a 
white  face,  I  believe  Hunt  brought  the  gig  to  tho 
house.  I  think  that  Thurtell  left  the  Coach  and 
Horses  a  little  after  five  o'clock.  I  atlerwards  set 
off  in  my  own  gig,  and  took  Hunt  wit''  me.  ^Vhen 
we  got  to  the  middle  of  Oxford-street,  ilunt  got  (Hit 
of  the  gig  at  my  request  to  purchase  a  loin  of  pork 
for  supper.  When  we  came  to  the  end  of  Oxford- 
street,  1  lunt  said,  "  This  is  the  place  where  Jack  is 
to  take  up  somebody.'^  We  overtook  Thurtell  about 
four  miles  out  or  town.  Hunt  suddenly  said,  *'  Here 
they  are ;  drive  by  and  take  no  notice.'*  He  also 
said,  *'  It  is  all  right;  Jack  has  got  him."  There 
wore  two  persons  in  the  gig,  Thurtell  and  another. 
T  passed  the  gig,  and  did  not  speak  to  Thurtell  or 
his  com]}anion.  I  stop])ed  at  n  public-house  called 
the  "Raid-faced  Stag,'*  about  two  miles  on  tiie 
London  side  of  Edgcware,  at  about  a  quarter  to 
seven.  When  I  lunt  said  on  passing  the  gig  that  all 
was  right,  I  asked  what  was  the  name  of  the  person 
with  Thurtell.    Hunt  said,  ''  You  never  saw  hitn. 
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and  do  not  know  his  name."  I  got  oat  at  tlw 
"  Bald-faced  Stag,"  and  had  some  spirits.  I  have 
been  a  dealer  in  spirita.  Hunt  did  not  go  in,  bat 
walked  on.  He  said  that  he  would  not  go  in,  be- 
caose  he  had  not  returned  the  horse-cloth  which 
be  had  borrowed  of  the  landlord.  I  drove  on  and 
o?ertool[  Hunt  near  Edgeware.  I  took  him  into 
the  gig,  and  we  stopped  at  a  Mr.  Clark's,  the  Red 
Lion  Inn,  at  Edgeware.  We  went  into  the  bar, 
and  took  a  glass  of  brandy  and  water.  We 
stepped  about  ten  minutes  at  Mr.  Clark's.  We 
stopped  again  in  Edgeware,  and  I  bought  half  a 
butbel  of  corn  in  a  sack.  It  was  then  about  half- 
past  seren.  Hunt  said  that  he  wondered  where 
Thurtelt  was ;  he  thought  that  he  could  not  have 
passed  us.  We  then  drove  on  to  the  Artichoke  at 
Etstree,  and  I  think  we  got  there  at  about  ten 
mimites  before  eight  o'clock.  We  sat  in  the  gig, 
and  had  about  four  or  five  glasses  of  brandy  and 
water.  We  were  waiting  for  the  express  purpose 
of  seeing  Jo)m  Thurtell.  We  stopped  about  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  at  the  Artichoke.  At  last  we 
beard  the  somid  of  a  horse  and  chaise,  and  started. 
We  went  >4>out  a  mile  and  a  half,  till  we  came  to 
Mr.  Philliibore's  lodge,  Hunt  then  got  out  of  tlie  gig, 
end  said,  "  I  shall  wait  here  for  John  Tliurtell."  I 
drove  on  through  Radlett  towards  my  owu  cottage. 
When  I  came  within  about  one  hundred  yards  of  my 
«ottage,  John  Tliurtell  met  me  ;  he  was  on  foot  and 
«lone.  He  said,  "Holla!  where's  Hunt?"  1  told 
liim  that  I  had  left  Hunt  waiting  for  him  near  Mr. 
I%ilIiniore's  lodge.  Thurtelt  said,  "  I  don't  want 
tiim  now,  for  I  have  done  the  trick."  He  afterwards 
said  he  had  killed  his  friend  that  he  had  brought  down 
'With  him,  and  rid  the  country  of  a  villain  who  had 
lobbed  him  of  300).  or  4001.  I  said,  "  Good  God ! 
I  hope  you  have  not  killed  the  man !"  He  said,  "  It 
is  of  no  consequence  to  you,  you  do  not  know  him, 
aad  never  saw  him.  Do  you  turn  back  and  fetdi 
tbnt,  for  yott  know  beit  whffe  yoa  left  him.''    I »- 
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turned,  and  found  Hunt  near  the  spot  where  I  had 
left  him.  I  took  him  into  the  gig,  and  said,  *' John 
Thurtell  is  at  my  house,  and  he  says  that  he  has 
killed  his  friend.'*  Hunt  said,  **  Thank  God,  I  am 
out  of  it.  I  am  glad  he  has  done  it  without  me.  I 
can't  think  where  Ihe  devil  he  could  pass  us.  1 
never  saw  him  on  tlie  road  any  where.  But  I  am 
glad  I  am  out  of  it/'  He  also  said,  ''  This  is  the 
place  where  we  were  to  have  done  it."  That  wfts 
tlie  place  where  he  had  got  out  of  the  chaise.  I 
asked  him  who  the  person  was.  He  said,  *'  You 
do  not  know  him,  and  I  will  not  tell  you  his  name.-* 
He  added,  ^*That  it  was  a  man  who  had  robbed 
Jack  of  several  hundred  pounds,  and  he  meant  to 
have  it  back  again."  When  I  came  to  my  cottage, 
John  Thurtell  was  standing  at  the  gate ;  we  drove 
in,  and  Hunt  said,  '^  Thurtell,  where  could  you  pass 
me  ?"  Thurtell  said,  '*  It  does  not  matter  where  I 
passed  you,  I  have  done  the  trick,  I  have  done  it.** 
Thurtell  said,  ''  Why  the  devil  did  you  let  Prober! 
stop  drinking  at  his  d — d  public  houses,  when  you 
knew  what  was  to  be  done  ?"  Hunt  replied,  "  1 
made  sure  that  you  were  behind  ;  else  we  should  not 
have  stopped.  I  took  the  loin  of  pork  into  tlie 
kitchen,  and  gave  it  to  the  servant  to  cook.  I  then 
went  into  the  parlour,  and  introduced  Hunt  to  Mrs. 
Probert.  Hunt  never  had  been  at  the  cottage  be- 
fore. We  went  out  together.  First  we  went  to  the 
stable.  John  Thurtell  said,  "  Now  Til  take  you 
down  to  where  he  lies."  I  returned  to  the  house^ 
and  told  Mrs.  Probert  to  make  ready  supper.  1 
told  her  we  were  going  to  Nicholls's.  I  left  Hunt 
and  Thurtell  in  tlie  yard.  Thurtell  took  a  sack  and 
co£d  from  his  gig.  Wc  went  down  the  lane ;  I 
carried  a  lantern.  John  Thurtell  said,  ''  1  began  to 
think  Hunt  would  not  come."  I  said,  "We  should 
have  been  in  time,  but  we  made  sure  you  were  be* 
hind."  I  walked  foremost.  Thurtell  said,  when  we 
were  a  little  further  on,  "  It  is  just  by  tlie  second 
turning."     He  then  said,  "  This  is  the  place.*'     He 
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began  to  kick  tlie  leaves  about  to  look  for  the  pistol 
and  knife.  Neither  of  us  could  find  either  of  them. 
We  then  got  over  the  hedge,  and  found  the  body 
lying.  The  head  was  wrapped  up  in  some  sort  of  a 
shawl  (something  like  that  produced.)  Thurtell  be- 
gan to  search  the  pockets,  and  took  out  a  pocket- 
book,  in  which  were  three  51.  notes,  a  memorandum 
book,  and  some  silver.  No  watch  or  purse.  Hinr- 
tell  said,  ''  This  is  all  he  has  got  I  took  the  watcli 
and  purse  when  I  killed  him.''  We  put  the  body 
in  tlie  sack  head  foremost.  I  can't  say  how  low  in 
the  sack  it  came  down  ;  he  tied  it  with  a  cord.  It 
was  the  sack  Thurtell  took  out  of  his  gig.  I  can't 
say  if  the  cord  was  in  the  sack  or  separate  when  he 
took  it  out  of  his  gig.  We  left  tho  body  in  the 
Scld.  Wc  went  towards  home.  Thurtell  said, 
"  When  I  first  shot  him,  he  jumjied  out  of  the  gig, 
ran  like  the  devil  up  the  Innc,  singing  out  that  he 
would  deliver  all  he  had  won  of  mc  if  I  would  only 
spare  his  life."  I  know  Thurtell  has  been  in  the 
navy ;  the  term  singing  out  may  be  used  in  the  navy. 
'*  I  jumped  out  of  the  gig,  and  ran  after  Iiim.  I  got 
him  down,  and  began  to  cut  his  throat,  as  I  thought, 
about  tlic  jugular  vein,  but  could  not  stop  his  singing 
out.  1  then  jammed  the  pistol  into  his  head.  1  saw 
him  turn  round ;  then  I  knew  I  had  done  him.  Joe, 
you  ought  to  have  been  with  me,  for  I  tliouglit  at  one 
time  he  would  have  got  the  better  of  mc.  'I'iiosc 
damned  pistols  are  like  spits ;  they  are  of  no  use.'* 
Hunt  said,  "I  should  have  been  there,  but  wc 
thought  you  were  behind.  I  should  have  thought  one 
of  those  pistols  would  have  killed  him  dead  :  but  you 
had  plenty  of  tools."  We  returned  to  the  house,  and 
supped.  After  supper,  Thurtell  produced  a  gold 
vretch,  in  a  very  handsome  double  case,  I  believe.  I 
can't  answer  exactly.  It  had  a  gold  chain  (like  the 
one  produced)  attached  to  the  watch.  He  offered  to 
make  Mrs.  Probert  a  present  of  it.  She  was  some- 
time before  she  accepted  it.  The  watch  he  returned 
touhis  waistcoat-pocket  with  the  seals.     1  had  one 
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sfMire  bed.  Miss  Noyes  slept  in  it  titetu  Mrs,  Fto- 
bert  asked  tliem  when  tliey  would  like  to  go  to  bed, 
as  they  could  sleep  with  Mr.  Thomas  Thurtell's  child- 
ren. They  said  they  would  not  go  to  bed;  th^ 
were  very  much  obliged  to  Mrs.  Probert,  they  would 
sleep  on  the  sofa.  Hunt  sang  two  or  threo  songs 
after  supper.  Mrs.  Probert  and  Miss  Noyes  went 
to  bed  about  half-past  twelve,  at  the  outside.  Then 
Thurtell  took  out  the  pocket-book,  purse,  and  memo- 
randum-book ;  there  were  some  sovereigns  in  the 
purse.  I  can't  say  liow  many.  He  gave  Hunt  and 
myself  six  pounds  a-piece,  saying,  ^'  That's  your  share 
of  the  blunt.*'  There  were  several  papers  in  the 
pocket  and  memorandum  books ;  tliey  were  all  burnt ; 
the  purse  was  burnt ;  both  the  books  were  burnt ;  the 
carpet  bag  was  opened ;  Thurtell  said  it  belonged  to 
the  man  he  had  murdered  ;  it  contained  wearing  ap- 
parel and  shooting  gear  ;  two  or  tliree  silk  handker- 
chiefs were  left  out  of  it  There  was  a  backgam- 
mon-board, dice,  and  cards  (identifies  tliem),  a  double- 
barrelled  gim;  1  don't  remember  that  it  had  a 
covering ;  it  was  taken  out  of  a  case  and  looked  at. 
Next  day  every  tiling  was  taken  away  by  Thurtell. 
After  this  Thurtell  proposed  something  else  to  me. 
He  said  ''  I  mean  to  have  Barber  Beaumont  and 
Woods.''  Mr.  Barber  Beaumont  is  an  officer  of  a 
firc-offico,  with  whom  he  had  some  controversy; 
Woods  keeps  company  with  Mrs.  Probert  s  sistePr- 
This  was  the  general  conversation :  there  mi^t  be 
more  names  mentioned.  Thurtell  said,  ''Joe,  we 
must  now  go  out  and  fetch  the  body,  and  put  it  in  the 
pond."  I  said,  "  You  shall  not  put  it  in  the  pond,  it 
may  ruin  us.''  Thurtell  said  ''  Had  it  not  been  for 
file  mistake  of  Hunt  I  should  have  killed  him  in  the 
ouier  Jane,  and  then  I  should  have  returned  to  town, 
and  inquired  of  hi«;  friends  why  he  had  not  come 
down."  Only  Thurtell  and  Hunt  went  out  first. 
When  they  came  back,  they  said,  "  He  is  too  heavy ; 
we  can't  carry  hiai. '  They  were  gone  a  quarter  of 
on  hour.    They  said  they  had  oi^y  brought  him  a 
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Nttle  way.  'ftturtrll  «aid.  "  Will  you  go  iitou^  wi(b' J 
mc,  Probcrt  f  11)  pnt  llit^  briille  on  my  liane  oodT 
fetc-fi  him."  I  Wfnt  witli  him  tn  die  slktUlc.  and  loftr 
Hunt  siimcwticre  aUnut  tlic  crnlu.  We  look  (he  gr«^ 
heBc  iT.'iiiricli's);  v,"-  ■"  *- •'- '''ffy.  andlitotigM'* 
itftvtiynn  the  liorcr   !  ■  liHd,  ncnr  my 

^4UV)f:n-(7gtf.    Hunt''  kio  thr  sfablc, 

■fu!  cttiun  back  to  i!,.    1,1  ...,,.      Wc  flniggcJ  the 
bqdy  tbrna^h  my  giinlftt  down  to  thf  pomi :  wv  put  1 
i'6nr  «ton«i  in  the  rack ,  anti  tlircw  the  Iwdy  info  the  * 
afidd.     1  don't  tliiiik  vc  iud  a  Idntcm;  I  cait't  nf 
Wxttt  we  had  done  with  it.     T!ip  fret  vvtc  pTrbn^ 
half  flbarc  the  water.     ThHrtfli  took  n  piec:  of  cord  J 
uid  thrtnr  it  round  llift  feet:  tl»cn  he  pive  me  Ilia  J 
other  end :   I  drag^^od  it  to  the  middle  of  Ihc  ]>ondjl 
We  nil  tlireo  rotumed  to  this  crtttiurr.     I  foimd  r 
wife  iij).     Next   moming  I    canic  drmo  ahniU  itiM 
nclocJt.      'iliurtell  snid,    while   Hunt   was   prcsei 
'*  Proberl.  you  must  go  and  look  fur  tltil  laiife  « 
pu(o!.''    [  promwed  that  I  would.     I  did  so.    Whfl 
f  went  d<i\m  tlic  hine,  t  suw  it  nmn  at  work  near  Ihfti 
i|)ot.     I  cmM  not  iicsrch  then,  ntf}  returned  to  the 
HnuBe.     'Hist  niorniti^  tiiry  went  awty  hi  Ific  gig, 
and  took  the  thing*  with  tlifrm.  On  Smidiiy  tfiey  came 
down  a).viin.     Jnim  'Itmrtetl  nni)  Hntit  wii-re  in  nno 
gig";  Thomft*  Timrtoll  and  Noycs  in  aiuithcr.     They 
oirived  nt   iiUoiit   twetvo   n'cloek.     Html  brought  a 
hdndTc  of  clotlies,  n  nowKpiipcr,  uiid  a  sptide.     Ho 
iitti  (he  g])atle  was  to  hury  the  deceased.     Thonins 
•nwrtpll  airiTed  finrf,  aod  went  up  the  lane  to  meet 
liim  ThnrleU  in  tlie  other  pg.     I  Itmt  was  very  dirty 
when  he  got  Ainv».     He  wkcd  for  a  room  la  rfisngo 
himiwlf.     He  went  up  staim.     A\'hcn  he  rnroe  down,  , 
be  was  drciTted  «ry  Well ;  he  litwl  nlnio*t  new  clothes,  j 
I  Icnrnt  irom  Hunt  that  tliey  helongtd  to  the  decea-Wd. 
Built  told  mc  he  had  brought  Aovnx  a  spRde,  and 
thrown  it  over  tlie  beilge  into  my  gftrilcn.     1  weut  to 
look,  and  saw  it  ibere.     Ho  said  it  wm  to  bury  the 
body.     After  John  Thurtcll  arrived,  I  wulked  with 
hini  in  the  gunlen,  and  ho  asked  tat  if  the  body  rose  t 
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1  sciitl  no ;  it  would  lie  there  a  month.  In  tlic  after- 
noon ^Ir.  Heward  called ;  I  went  with  him  to  Mr. 
Nichoils's.  After  1  returned,  I  told  Thurtell  and 
Hunt  something  that  Nicholls  said  to  me ;  that 
Nicliolls  had  informed  me  some  one  had  fired  a  gun 
ofi*  in  Gill's-hill-lano  on  Friday  niglU,  and  that  there 
were  cries  of  **  Murder/*  as  though  some  one  had 
beoa  killed.  Tliat  I  had  asked  what  time,  and  that 
Nir!i')Iis  said,  about  eight  o*clock ;  that  I  had  said, 
*'  I  suppose  some  of  your  friciuls  wanted  to  frighten 
voi:,  Sir."  Thurtell  said,  •*  Then  Tin  baked/'  I 
sai  I.  *'  I  ain  afnjil  its  a  bud  job,  for  Mr.  Nicholls 
8ee::i:>  to  know  all  about  it.  I  am  very  sorry  it  ever 
happened  hero.  I'm  afraid  it  will  be  my  ruin." 
Tluirtv  11  said,  "  Never  mind,  Probcrt,  they  can  do 
noticing  with  you.*'  I  said,  "  The  body  must  be  im- 
mediately taken  up  from  my  j)ond,  John."  He  said, 
"  I'll  tell  you  what  I'll  do — ^wlien  they  are  all  gone  to 
bed,  you  anil  ril  take  and  bury  him/*  I  told  him 
that  v.'ould  be  as  bad,  if  tboy  buried  him  in  tlie  gar- 
den. John  Thurtell  then  said,  "  I'll  bury  him  where 
you  nor  no  one  else  can  fmd  him."  Hunt  said,  *'  Pro- 
l)ert.  they  can  do  nothing  with  you,  or  me  either,  be- 
cau?ie  neither  of  us  was  at  the  murder.''  Hunt  and 
Thiirtcll  sat  up  all  night.  I  went  to  bed.  Noyes 
and  Thomas  Thurtell  went  to  bed.  Thomas  Thurtell 
slei'.t  with  his  children.  In  the  morning  John  Thur- 
tell and  Hunt  said  they  were  going  to  dig  a  grave 
for  the  body  ;  but  the  dogs  had  been  barking  all 
night ;  they  thought  tliat  some  one  was  passing. 
Thiurtell  said,  "  Joe  will  come  down  to-night,  and 
take  liira  away ;  tliat  will  be  tlie  better  for  you  alto- 
gether. Tliomas  Thurtell  and  Hunt  went  first.  My 
boy,  Addis,  went  with  tliem  in  one  chaise;  John 
Thurtell,  Thomas  Noyes,  and  Miss  Noyes,  in  the 
other.  I  had  no  use  for  tliat  boy  in  London.  He 
was  sent  that  he  might  not  be  in  tlie  way  to  answer 
any  questions.  John  Thurtell  and  Hunt  came  down 
that  evening  in  a  gig.  We  took  supper;  I  think 
at  about  nine  o'clock.    After  supper  John  Ttmrtell 
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and  1  went  to  the  stable,  leaving  Hunt  talking  witli 
Mrs,  Probcrt.  John  Thurtel!  said,  "  Now  voii  and 
I'H  go  and  get  tlie  body  up  ;  leave  him  talkinjs;  with 
Mrs.  Probert,  tlien  she'll  not  suspect  any  tiling." 
We  went  to  the  pond,  got  the  body,  took  it  out  of 
the  sack,  and  cut  the  clothes  oft".  We  left  tlie  b«Kly 
naked  on  the  green  sward,  tlien  returned  to  ti.e  par- 
lour, and  told  Hunt  that  (he  horse  and  gig  was  ready ; 
it  was  not  so.  We  came  out  and  went  to  the  stable, 
John  Thurtell  went  to  his  gig,  took  out  a  new  sack, 
and  some  cord.  We  all  three  returned  to  the  nomU 
put  the  body  into  the  sack  head  foremost,  and  carried 
it  up  to  tlie  garden-gate.  Left  Hunt  waiting*  with 
the  body.  John  Thurtell  and  I  wont  rounu  to  tlie 
pond.  We  carried  the  bundle  of  clothes,  anil  liirew 
them  into  the  gig.  John  Thurtell  said,  "Better  have 
the  clothes  here,  Probert ;  there  won't  be  room  for 
tliem/'  We  took  the  horse  and  chaise  lower  <i«>wu 
towards  the  garden-gate,  and  ]nit  tliC  body  i-.lo  the 
gig.  Then  I  left  them.  They  wanted  me  to  settle 
the  body  more  in  the  gig.  I  would  not ;  I  returned 
to  Mrs.  Probert.  I  went  out  afterwards  to  destroy 
the  clotlies.  I  cut  them  into  pieces ;  some  I  linrnt ; 
some  pieces  I  threw  about  in  the  hedges.  I  iVui  not. 
put  any  thing  into  the  dung  heap.  I  was  takjii  into 
custody  the  day  after  they  left  my  house. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Andrews.  I  do  no/  know 
who  apprehended  me.  AVlien  I  was  taken,  I  ciid  not 
express  any  desire  to  become  witness  ;  I  cairr/,t  «5ny 
when  I  first  expressed  a  desire  to  become  u  \  itiiess. 
It  was  after  Hunt  had  made  a  coiiicssioii.  ]  '  ant 
say  whether  I  was  asked  to  become  a  witness  ')«  /ore 
Cr  after  Hunt's  confession.  I  heard  thai  II  ir  had 
made  a  confession,  but  I  don't  recollect  from  vl-.om. 
The  first  I  heard  of  my  becomin*;  a  witness  wr^^  vheii 
i  was  taken  before  the  Grand  JuryLy  Mr.  "\\ '-!'  :nis, 
to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  Hefore  thti- .  '  ex- 
pected fhat  we  were  all  to  be  tried  ;  I  did  no'  know 
whatnvas  to  become  of  ns  ;  I  did  not  know  wl  ft  was 
'Ibbe'doiie  to  me.     I  lock  nr.  puins  t6  bcor»:!e  a 
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witness  before  being  taken  before  the  Grand  Jury ;  1 
have  never  seen  Mrs.  Probert  since  I  left  my  own 
house  when  I  was  arrested ;  I  don't  know  of  my  o^ 
knowledge  that  Mrs.  Probert  is  now  here;  I  was 
told  so  by  Mr.  Williams,  my  solicitor ;  I  have  had 
no  other  solicitor  in  tliis  transaction. 

Mr.  AndrcNYS.  Has  not  a  Mr.  Noel  been  yoiir 
solicitor ! — I  am  sorry  to  say  that  he  has. 

How  long  did  he  net  in  tliat  capacity? — ^For  a  few 
months  in  tlie  year  1819. 

Has  he  not  acted  as  your  solicitor  since  tliat  period  t 
— Not  thiit  I  recollect. 

Hail  you  no  communication  with  him  in  1823?*-^ 
Not  that  I  recollect ;  but  1  cannot  swear  that  I  have 
net. 

You  sifiy  you  hoard  that  some  injury  was  intended 
to  certain  persons,  and  yet  you  gave  no  alarm?— -I 
did  hear  that  at  my  cottage,  but  1  did  not  believe  it» 

You  must  have  believed  it  when  you  heard  of  the 
murder ;  and,  when  you  saw  the  dead  body  brought 
to  your  house,  did  not  you  give  any  alarm  tlien? — I 
did  not. 

You  received  the  parties  into  your  house  after  tlie 
transactiou? — 1  did. 

You  sujjpod  with  them  and  brcakiasted  with  tlieiu 

in  conijuu.y  with  your  wife  on  the  following  momiog? 

1-  •  1 
(U  i. 

\Vc\\\  you  sober  then? — I  was. 

And  yet  y  )u  did  not  spurn  them,  and  kick  them 
from  your  housie  ' — I  did  not. 

D'-.I  you  tell  Mrs.  Probert  what  had  happened? — 
I  did  ;u)t. 

Divl  not  3. Irs.  Prooert  ajipcar  disturbed  at  what 
was  go'vvj;  on? — She  did. 

Did  f  1*0  ni)t  usk  you  any  questions  as  to  what  was 
p:lSS'Ml,  .' — SIic  did. 

Diil  ytiu  not  tell  her  .' — I  am  not  certain. 

Ily  lliC  vii'tiio  c>r  your  oath,  Sir,  did  you  not  tell 
her  wliat  i>ccurrcd  on  Friday  nii^ht? — I  can't  swear 
positively^  but  1  might  have  told  her  something*. 
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'Did  not  Mrs.  Probert  express  uneasiness  on  the 
Saturday?— She  did. 

Did  she  not  inquire  who  Hunt  was  ? — No ;  she  Iiad 
beard  of  him  often,  though  she  had  not  seen  him. 

'At  what  time  did  you  come  down  on  Saturday 
morning  ? — Between  eight  and  nine. 

Will  you  swear,  upon  your  oati),  that  you  did  not 
some  down  at  six  o'clock  on  that  morning  ? — Cer- 
tainly, I  can  swear  that  I  did  not. 

Will  you  swear  it  was  after  eight  when  you  came 
lown  ? — I  will  not ;  but  to  the  best  of  my  recollection 
it  was  between  eiglit  and  nine. 

What  did  you  do  when  you  came  down  ? — I  went 
:o  the  stable,  or  perhaps  into  the  garden. 

Did  you  go  down  the  lane  ? — I  did  not. 

What  sort  of  hat  did  you  wear  on  that  occasion " — 
'.  think  a  black  hat,  such  as  I  generally  wear. 

Did  you  not  wear  a  white  hat  r — I  cant  say.  I 
hink  not. 

Did  you  see  your  wife  receive  a  gold  chain  from 
r.  Thurtell  ?— I  did. 

Did  she  wear  it  on  the  Saturday  ? — I  did  not  sec 
ler  wear  it  on  the  Saturday. 

Did  she,  when  she  received  it,  put  it  on  herself,  or 
lid  Thurtell  put  it  on  ? — I  can't  state  that,  but  I 
hink  she  put  it  on  herself ;  I  saw  Thurtell  rise  when 
le  presented  it  to  her. 

Did  I\Irs.  Probert  express  any  uneasiness  on  the 
ihmday  ? — I  think  she  did. 

When  Thurtell  produced  the  sack  r.nd  cord  on  Fri- 
lay  night  where  was  the  boy  ? — I  think  in  the  kitclicn. 

Where  was  tlie  sack  before  Thurtell  prodncLN]  it .' 
—I  don't  know ;  I  never  saw  it  before. 

Will  you  swear  you  had  not  seen  it  before  J.  Tiiur- 
tell  said,  ''  Til  go  and  fetch  the  sack  and  cord?*'— I 
mil 

Did  not  the  boy  tell  you  where  it  was  ? — No. 

Who  was  in  the  stable  when  the  horse  was  taken 
out  to  fetch  the  body  ? — I  don  t  recollect.. 
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'  Wh^e  was  the  boy  then  ?--^  thiidcKin  bed ;  he 
slqpt  in  the  room  over  mine. 

Were  you  ever  in  diflSculties  before  tUst*^ 
have.  '    '  •■'■■  "'  ■    :  i'"  i 

Were  you  ever  in  such  a  scrape  aa^this  bcfoie't — 
Never.  .    ., . 

Had  you  never  a  charge  of  felony  preferred  agaurt 
you  before  this  ? — I  had. 

Where  was  that  ? — ^In;the  King's  Bench  prison;   a 

•  Wliat  was  the  nature  of  tliat  charge  ? — 1  was'ac- 

cused  of  taking  some  stiver  from  the  till  of  the  tnui 

who  kept  the  cofiee-house,  and  who  owed  me  lOOiL 

at  tlie  time.  * 

What  was  the  consequence  of  tliat  charge  ?^-«nI 
was  sent  for  six  months  to  the  house  of  correction.  - 

Was  that  the  only  charge  of  felony  ever  made 
against  you  ? — ^Yes ;  the  onl}^  one. 

Wci-eyou  never  in  Hereford  ? — -Yes,  I  was  bom 
there. 

Were  you  never  charged  with  sheep-stealing  there? 
—Never.  .    >  ' 

Well,  perhaps  it  was  Iamb-stealing  ? — No,  I  was 
never  charged  witli  either. 

Come,  Sir,  you  know  what  I  mean  by  charged ; 
were  you  never  accused  of  such  a  crime  there  V^ 
Never. 

Then  the  accusation  is  quite  new  to  you  ?-^U 
is. 

Tlicn  what  was  the  charge  against  you  ? — I  .had 
bought  some  skins,  which  were  afterwards  owned.   < 

Oh,  then  you  were  accused  as  a  receiver  of 'atoiea 
goods  I — I  was  not. 

Were  you  not  taken  before  a  magistrate'? — No.   J 

Were  the  goods  not  taken  away  .' — ^They  were 
not.  »  .  •   1 

I  understand  you  have  passed  much  of  you^  time 
hi  prison  ? — I  have  been  in  the  King's  Bench  priaoQ, 
and  in  the  Rules,  between  two  and  three  yearg;    3jf 
'Afr.  J4istice  Park.     Were  you  im]H*isonod  in  the 
Kiiig*s  Bench  on  civil  suits  ? — Yes,  my  Lord. 


«  Mr^  Andrews.  Well;  you  have  been  in  the  Hoasc 
of  Correction  and  in  the  King's  Bench  prison ;  are 
tliese  an  1 — ^Ycs. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Framstonc  i — I  do. 

Now,  sir,  baying  given  you  that  name,  I  ask  yon, 
on  your  oath,  were  you  not  committed  l)y  that  gentle- 
man for  refusing  to  answer  certain  questions  before 
the  Commissioners  of  Bankrupts  .' — Yes ;  I  was  com- 
mitted to  the  King's  Bench  prison. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  :  I  thought  you  were  going  to 
establish  a  new  imprisonment :  he  has  ali*eady  told 
us  lie  has  been  in  the  King's  Bench  Prison. 

In  answer  to  further  questions  he  de])osed  as  fol- 
lows : — I  have  been  a  bankrupt.  No  dividend  has 
been  paid  out  of  my  estate.  I  was  frequer.tly  re- 
manded by  the  Connnissioners.  I  have  lived  only 
six  months  at  the  cottage.  I  lived  with  my  bro- 
tlier-iu-law  in  the  Strand.  We  were  not  partners, 
but  did  business  together.  It  was  a  large  gi-ay  horse 
tliat  was  employed  tiie  nigtit  of  the  murder.  It  was 
in  my  stable  at  night.  Mr.  Hunt  had  a  white  hat 
and  black  handkerchief  on  the  Friday  night.  Had 
heard  of  the  transaction  of  the  Insurance  OtJice;  and 
yet  subsequently  introduced  Thurtell  to  my  wife. 
Tliurtell  was  making  love  to  Mrs.  Probert's  sister 
also :  a  love,  however,  that  would  come  to  nothing. 
I  thought  John  Thurtell's  saying  it  was  mere  idle  bra- 
vado. I  do  not  know  Mr.  Beaumont,  to  my  know- 
ledge. I  never  mentioned  it  to  any  person.  No 
one  was  present,  save  Hunt  and  Thurtell,  when  the 
money  taken  from  the  body  was  distributed.  I  did 
not  see  any  cards  played  at  my  house,  either  on  the 
Friday,  Saturday,  or  Sunday  nights.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve my  wife  played  cards  on  Sunday.  I  never,  to 
my  knowledge,  saw  my  wife  play  at  cards.  I  never 
heard  any  person  say  it  was  a  bad  example  to  chil- 
dren. I  have  lived  in  London  eleven  years ;  I  trans- 
acted business  in  Herefordshire  also. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Thessiger.     I  had  known 


16S  Mrnnrn  or  wkart, 

Hunt  twelve  months ;  I  have  been  in  liis  company  se- 
veral times  ;  I  was  the  person  who  introduced  Hunt 
to  Thurtell,  about  six  or  seven  montJis  ago  at  tiie  Cock ; 
I  do  not  recollect  inviting  Hunt  to  Gill's  Hill  Cottage  ; 
I  believe  Ihurtcll  asked  me  to  drive  Hunt  down  to 
Gilfs  Hill  Cottage  ;  I  did  not  say  there  was  no  spare 
bed  at  my  house  ;  I  expressed  no  surprise  at  Hunt's 
going  down  uninvited  to  GilPs  Hill  Cottage,  he  not 
having  been  persDn.illy  introduced  to  Mrs.  Probert. 
Hunt  paid  for  the  pork  in  Oxford-street;  I  have 
never  paid  him  for  it  since ;  it  was  only  eighteen 
pence ;  1  had  tlirec  or  four  ])ounds  in  my  pocket 
when  I  borrowed  the  five  pounds  from  Tetsall.  I 
am  not  certain  what  I  might  have  said  when  Hunt 
said  at  the  gate,  *•  Take  no  notice,  and  drive  on." 
Hunt  had  never  been  at  (iill's  Hill  Cottage  before. 
Philliinore  Lodge  is  in  the  high  road,  a  mile  and  a 
half  bcvond  KIstree,  towards  St.  Alhan's.  Hunt 
paid  for  four  or  live  grasses  of  brandy  and  water,  and 
I  paid  for  the  one  I  liad  Edgcware ;  there  were  two 
or  three  handkerchiefs,  and  I  burnt  the  mark  out  of 
one  of  them.  I'p  to  the  day  I  went  before  the 
GrcU>d  Jury,  I  said  to  Mr.  Franklin,  the  Chaplain, 
mvself  and  1  lunt  were  innocent  of  the  murder.  ITie 
exact  words  were,  verv  likclv,  that  neither  of  us 
knew  any  thing  about  the  murder  till  after  it  was 
done.  I  was  convicted  of  a  felony  before  I  was  sent 
to  Hrixton. 

IJy  Mr.  Gurney.  On  tlie  Sunday  evening  tliat  I 
went  to  Mr.  Nicholls's  I  remained  out  two  hours 
and  a  half;  Hunt  and  I  were  prisoners  when  I  had 
the  conversation  witli  Mr.  Franklin. 

By  the  Court — When  I  spoke  to  my  wife  about 
netting,  it  was  to  satisfy  her,  as  she  was  in  a  passion, 
and  asked,  "  What  have  you  been  doing,  you  three  ? 
You  have  been  counting  money,  burning  papers,  and 
dragging  something  heavy  across  the  ground.**  I 
did  not  observe  whether  the  windows  of  Mrs.  Pro- 
bert s  room  were  open  or  not. 
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,  The  Jury  now  withdrew  for  a  short  time,  and  on 
their  return, 

Mrs.  PROBERT 

was  called  into  Court,  and  examined  by  Mr.  Gur- 
ney.  She  was  indulged  with  a  seat.  Her  voice 
was  extremely  low,  and  she  explained  that  siie  suffer- 
ed under  a  severe  hoarseness.  Mr.  Gumey  kindly 
repeated  her  evidence,  which  was  to  the  following 
effect : — 

■ 

I  remember  the  nigtit  of  the  2ith  of  October,  when 
John  Tliurtell,  Hunt,  and  Probert  came  to  the  cot- 
tage. I  remember  also,  very  well,  hearing  the  sound 
of  a  gig  passing  the  cottage  that  night.  1  think  this 
was  about  eight  o'clock  or  near  it,  as  well  as  I  re- 
collect. It  was  nearly  an  hour  alter  that  I  heard  a 
ringing  at  tiie  bell,  but  I  cannot  exactly  remember. 
No  one  entered  my  house  immediately  after  tliis 
ringing,  but  at  about  half-past  nine,  or  near  ten,  my 
husband  came  in.  I  had  been  up  stairs  some  time; 
when  I  came  down,  I  found  Mr.  Probert,  John 
Thurtell,  and  a  stranger  in  the  parlour.  My  husband 
introduced  the  stranger  to  me  as  Mr.  Hunt.  (The 
learned  Counsel  here  said  he  would  not  trouble  the 
witness  to  relate  the  whole  particulars  of  the  even- 
ing.) I  saw  John  Tliurtell  produce  on  tliat  night  h 
gold  watch  with  a  great  deal  of  work  about  it,  and 
then  a  chain.  It  was  such  a  chain  as  ttiis — (the  wit- 
ness identified  one  which  was  shown  to  her  by  Mr. 
Gumey.)  Mr.  Thurtell  offered  to  make  it  a  present 
to  me.  At  first  I  refused  it,  but  at  length  he  put  it 
round  my  neck.  I  afterwards,  having  been  taken 
into  custody,  gave  it  up  with  that  little  box  (pointing 
to  a  box  on  the  table)  to  the  constable,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Magistrates.  John  Thurtell  and  Hunt, 
and  my  husband  sat  up  that  night.  When  Miss 
Noyes  and  I  went  up  stairs,  I  left  in  the  room  John 
Thurtell,  Hunt,  and  Mr.  Probert.  I  did  not  go  to 
bed  directly.    I  afterwards  came  upon  the  stairs, 
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and  listened  to  what  was  going  on  in  the  room.    I 
overheard  them  talking,  as  I  was  leaning  over  l|0 
balusters,  but  the  conversation  was  all  in  a  whispsr.  J 
A\'liiit  I  lieard  Krst  was  about  trying  on  clothes.    I 
heard  one  say,    ''  I  think  that  would  fit  you  -Y€|f' 
well,"  but  this  was  all  in  a  whisper.     I  heard 
like  papers  on  tlic  table,  a  rustling  like;  axii:liisil3 
something  like  papers  being  tiirown  in  the  fire.  .1 
afterwards   returned  to   my  chamber,  when  I 
soinctliing  take  place  out  of  doors.     I  saw  twa 
tlcuien  go  from  this  parlour  to  the  stable ;  they  todC; 
a  light  with  them,  and  led  a  horse  out  of  the  staUOtj 
and  opened  the  yard  gates  to  let  tiie  horse  oat     I 
heard  afterwards  something  apparently  very  heavy, 
dragged  from  tlic  stable  to  the  garden.     The  stable. 
is  near  the  back  gate.     I  could  hear  the  substance; 
dragging  I  think  in  the  dark  walk.     I  had  a  viUir 
it  as  it  was  dragged  out  of  the  walk.     The  walkjl 
just  opposite  the  window ;  it  seemed  to  mo  very 
and  very  heavy.     It  was  in  a  sack.     The  rustlii 
have  mentioned  was  after  this:  after  I  had  seca 
mick.     In  the  walk  I  saw  them  dragging  the  sad::;^ 
1 1  lore  were  two  persons,  1  could  see  half  way  dewflr^ 
tlic  walk  ;    it  is  quite  away  from  the  pond.     I  thkSr 
heard  a  hollow  noise  ;    I  can't  describe  it ;    it  wi 
like  a  heap  of  stones  thrown  into  a  pit.     When 
heard  the  whispering,  the  first  tiling,  I  think, 
Hunts  voice,  who  said,  "  Let  us  take  a  £5. 
each.*'     I  did  not  hear  Thurtell  say  any  tiring 
but  afterwards  heard  a  voice  wiiich  said,  "  We 
say  there  was  a  hare  thrown  up  on  the  cushion  ef 
gig,  of  which  sonic  one  made  us  a  present 
along;  we  must  tell  the  boy  so  in  the  morning.' 
next  heard  a  voice,  I  can't  say  whose,  say  in  i 
])er,  "  We  had  better  be  off  to  town  by  four 
o'clock  in  the  morning.*'     John  Thurtell  said,  *• 
had  better  not  go  before  eight  or  nine  o'cIoc1[;'Mml] 
the  parlour  door  was  now  shut.     I  heard,  I  lluql 
John  ThurteU's  voice  say,    *' Holding  shall  be  Hit 
next.*'    Then  Hunt,  I  think,  asked,    <<  Has  he  got 
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any  money  ?*'  John  Thurtell  said,  "  It  is  not  money 
I  want;  it  is  revenge.  It  is  Holding  tliathas  mined 
my  friend.*'  By  this,  I  understood  lie  meant  Mr. 
Probert.  I  do  not  know  whether  Holding  had  hec.i 
concerned  in  my  husband's  bankniptey.  Ihurtcil 
laid,  **  He  has  ruined  my  friend,  and  destroyed  Iiis 
peace  of  mind  for  ever/'  1  went  up  to  bed  at  nearly 
two  o*clock,  I  tliink.  i\fter  my  Inisband  came  u]\ 
some  conversation  passed  between  us. 

A  short  conversation  then  took  ])1ace  in  a  \o\v 
tone,  which  was  not  heard  in  tlie  lleporter's  box.  be- 
tween the  Counsel  for  the  pn'soners  and  the  Le;iriu\l 
Judge  and  Mr.  Gurncy,  as  to  whether  it  was  prn|»cr 
to  ask  ^Irs.  Probert  concerning  any  conversation 
tliat  passed  between  her  and  her  husband. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  said  to  Mr.  Gurnev,  **  All  tli:i 
yoM  can  ask,  is,  whether  a  conversation  took  plucc-. 
in  which  witness  communicated  to  her  husband  \vh  t 
she  had  seen  and  heard.  You  cannot  ask  what  her 
[lusband  said.*' 

Mr.  Gurnev  then  asked  the  witness — *•'  When  vniir 
lusband  came  to  bed,  did  you  mention  to  him  \vU  .t 
^ou  had  seen  and  heard,  .iccordiiig  to  tiic  cvidcM.  .* 
you  hiivc  given  T*     iirs.  Probert,  became  apparcis.l . 
excessively  agitated,  and  iaintly  articulated,  '*  Xi '. 
I  answer  ?"  * 

Mr.  Giirnev.  I  do  not  want  von  to  tell  u<;  \.  ..il 
iTBS  said. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  Pray  compose  yours.^lf,  i.  i  )J 
ivomiui;  you  neei^iiJt  be  aiarmed. 

ISirs.  Probert.  Must  i  itiiswer  (iucslion>  co'.ic  r  > 
ng  my  husband.'  These  v.ere,  we  beiieve.  1:  / 
yoris  ;  !)Ut  the  low  and  r'.iltering  and  hysieric.ii  m  ii- 
ler  in  wliich  they  were  proiioariceJ,  rendorod  it  tiii.i- 
?ult  to  catch  them. 

Mr.  Gurnev.  No  evidence  you  now  give  r  .\ 
3Tcjudicc  your  husbund.  He  has  been  this  day  ;'  " 
leforcajury  of  his  couhtiynicu,   and  aciiuitlcl  (i" 

iiis  murder. 
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Mrs.  Probert,  in  a  sobbing  hysterical  shriek,  '*  Oh, 
has  he!  has  he !'^ 

Mr.  Gumey  repeated  his  question. 

Mrs.  Probert.  Oh,  I'll  answer  anything !  biit» 
has  he  been  acquitted  ?  The  agitation  of  flie  witness 
for  some  time  was  so  excessive,  that  she  was  unable 
to  attend  to  the  questions.  She  ejaculated  at  times 
a  few  unconnected  words,  in  a  low  sobbing  tone. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  Pray  compose  yourself;  pray, 
good  woman.  Don't  be  alarmeci ;  we  are  not  want- 
ing you  to  say  anything  against  your  husband.  No- 
thing will  be  drawn  from  you  against  your  bos- 
band.  Pray  compose  yourself;  pray  do  not  be 
alarmed. 

During  this  scene,  Hunt  turned  round  to  the  per- 
sons standing  by  him  in  the  dock,  and  smiled,  as  if  in 
incredulity  of  Mrs.  Probert*s  appearance  of  feeling. 
Thurtell  did  not  change  his  countenance*  but  bent: 
down  a  little,  and  took  snuff,  drawing  up  his  brows, 
closing  his  lips  firmly,  with  the  expression  of  face 
habitual  to  him. 

Mr.  Gurney  then  repeated  his  question,  and  Mrs. 
Probert  answered — Yes,  I  did  mention  to  him  (my 
husband)  what  I  had  seen  and  heard. 

The  next  morning  Hunt  and  Thurtell  came  and 
dined  with  us,  and  on  the  Sunday  Thos.  Noyes  and 
Thos.  Thurtell  then  also  came.  On  the  Monday 
night  J.  Thurtell  and  Hunt  came  again;  it  was  past 
nine,  I  tliink,  when  they  came.  They  staid  to  sup- 
per, and  went  away  soon  after. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Plntt.  You  affected  sur- 
prise to  hear  that  your  husliand  was  acquitted.  Now 
did  you  not  know  that  he  was  to  be  acquitted 
previously  to  his  giving  evidence  ?  No  [in  a  low 
tone]. 

Did  you  not  hear  that  he  was  to  he  acquitted  of 
tlic  charge,  provided  he  gave  his  testimony  here  tmly  i 
I  don't  recollect  that  I  was  told  so. 

Can  you  say  on  your  oath  that  you  were  not  told 
so  ?    I  don  t  know  tliat  I  was. 
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In  patring  up  the  lane  from  Rablet  to  my  cottage, 
there  are  two  garden  gates  leading  from  the  lane. 
"When  you  pass  from  the  lane,  one  gate  leads  to  the 
stable,  and  the  other  leads  into  the  garden.     There  ia 
a  very  high  fence,  in  which  the  latter  gate  stands, 
and  of  which  it  forms  part.     My  bed-room  window 
was  on  that  side  of  tlie  house  that  looked  towards 
this  fence.     I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is  possible 
to  discern  any  thing  in  the  stable  looking  from  my 
window.     It  is  not  possible  to  sec  the  door-way.     I 
could  not  discern  it.     I  could  not  exactly  see  the 
door,  but  I  Could  see  the  horse  as  soon  as  it  came 
out.    I  think  in  the  day-time  the  door  might  be  seen. 
The  night  of  the  24th  was  a  very  fine  moon-li^t 
night.     There  was  but  one  sitting-room  in  our  house. 
The  persons  I  saw  in  the  garden  were,   I  rather 
think,  Thurtell  and  Hunt.    The  short  man  was  Hunt. 
He  was  dragging  the  weight  across  the  garden.     I 
could  not  say  as  to  the  other.     I  was  on  the  landing- 
place  when  I  heard  the  conversation.     It  was  for  the 
most  part  in  a  whisper.    There  was  a  great  deal  of 
whispering,  which  I  did  not  distinctly  hear.     I  could 
not  hear  it  all.     I  thougiit  I  knew  the  voices,  but 
could  not  be  positive.     I  thougiit  I  heard  my  husband 
whisper,  but  he  whispered  so  low  that  I  could  not 
hear  what  he  said.    I  cannot  say  positively.     My 
husband  gave  me  no  money  before  he  left  mc.     He 
did  not  give  me  23/.    He  did  not  tell  me  what  to  say 
here.     I  do  not  know   tliat  John  Thurtell   knew 
Holding.     My   husband  knew  him.     I   never  saw 
Holding  and  John  Thurtell  together.     I  do  not  know 
that  Holding  held  my  husband's  property  when  he 
was  in  difficulties.     It  was  after  12  when  Miss  Noyes 
and  1  went  up  stairs.    I  cannot  say  what  time  it  was 
when  I  saw  the  horse  coming  from  the  stable.     It 
was  a  few  minutes  after  I  went  up  stairs.    I  heard 
the  parlour-door  open.     It  was  a  glass-door.     Soon 
after  I  saw  them  go  to  the  stable,  and  the  horse  waA 
brought  out.    They  had  a  light.    The  short  man  had 
the  light.    I  heard  no  noise  in  the  stable,  but  1  heard 
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no  noise  iii  the  stable  after.  I  rather  think  the 
remained  after  the  horse  was  brought  out.  I  did  not 
hear  any  one  go  out  before  this.  I  think  I  heard  aonie 
one  go  to  tlie  kitchen  before  any  one  went  out  with 
the  light.  I  kept  a  store  for  potatoes  on  the  pre* 
mises.  There  was  a  hole  made  for  them,  and  they 
were  covered  over.  I  went  out  on  the  Saturday.  I 
did  not  observe  the  pond  particularly.  1  did  not  go 
near  it.  I  cannot  say  whether  it  was  so  shallow  that 
I  could  see  the  bottom.  I  seldom  went  to  look  at 
the  fishes  there.  I  did  not  go  out  to  see  it  on  Sunday 
or  Monday.  One  of  the  walks  in  the  garden  is  a 
dark  walk.  It  is  immediately  on  the  right  as  you 
enter  the  garden.  There  are  many  shrabs  there  on 
both  sides,  but  they  are  very  short.  It  was  in  the 
dark  walk  I  first  heard  the  noise,  and  afterwards  I 
saw  something  heavy  moving  along,  or  dragged  along 
in  that  direction.  This  was  opposite  the  window. 
That  path  led  to  the  pond.  I  did  not  see  my  hus- 
band in  the  garden  when  I  looked  out  of  the 
window. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Thcssiger. — I  did  not  ex- 
pect my  Iiusband  on  that  night.  It  was  uncertain 
what  time  he  should  arrive.  Aly  husband  went  from 
liome  on  the  Monday  before  that.  1  had  not  seen 
Hunt,  before  that  day.  I  was  then  introduced  to  him 
for  tho  first  time.  My  husband  did  not  say  he  (Hunt) 
was  the  good  singer  of  wliom  I  Iiad  often  heard. 
There  was  singing;  on  the  Friday  night.  Hunt  sang 
two  songs  on  that  night.  It  was  not  by  my  hus- 
band's desfrc  (hat  Hunt  sung.  John  Thurteli  asked 
Inm  oi^ce,  and  I  asked  him  the  second  time.  I  |;re8- 
sed  h'.w  to  sing  the  second  time.  There  were  no 
card  ji  iiying  that  ni^ht.  It  was  after  supper  Thur- 
teli gii/e  me  the  chain.  It  was  belbre  the  singing. 
1  did  r.  ^t  attemj)t  to  return  the  cliain  on  the  Sunday. 
There  were  cards  played  on  the  Sunday.  1  did  not 
introd'.ice  thcni.  The  cards  were  played  in  my  hus- 
band's absence.  He  did  not  come  back  before  tho 
playing  was  over.     I  did  not  play.     I  think  my  hus- 
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band  Tu  not  preient  when  the  cards  were  played. 
I  rather  think  not.  It  in  possible  he  migtd;  bare 
come  m  before  they  were  over.  I  am  certain  my 
husband  did  not  play.  I  cannot  remember  who 
]rfayed.  I  did  not  hear  John  Tiiurtell  remonstrate 
against  the  cards  as  a  bad  example  to  the  children. 
Mr.  Noyes  came  on  Sunday.  I  did  not  tell  him 
about  what  I  saw,  or  about  the  gold  chain. 

THOMAS  THURTELL 

Vas  next  called.  The  moment  he  appeared  in  the 
witness  box  every  eye  was  turned  towards  his  bro- 
ther in  the  dock.  The  prisoner  Thurtell  looked  upon 
him  with  the  same  apparent  indifference  with  which 
he  had  viewed  the  other  witnesses.  He  took  up  his 
pen,  and  began  to  make  arrangements  for  contitming 
to  take  notes  as  before.  The  witness  at  first  seemed 
somewhat  agitated,  but  after  a  few  minutes  he  re- 
gained his  composure. 

Thomas  Thurtell  examined  by  Mr.  Gumey.— I 
was  at  Tetsall's  on  Friday,  the  24th  of  October. 
Hunt  and  my  brother  John  dined  there.  I  remem- 
ber that  some  time  after  dinner  Hunt  was  away  for 
a  time.  1  rather  think  he  brought  a  sack  with  him, 
and  I  think  a  gig  to  tlic  door.  He  did  not  say  any 
thing  to  my  knowledge.  The  witness  was  desired  to 
recollect  himself,  hut  he  persisted  in  the  same  answer. 
The  horse  in  tiic  gig  was  a  gray  horse.  My  brother 
went  kvr&Y  in  the  gig. 

Here  the  witness  begged  tfaa  Comt  to  think  of  the 
distressing  situation  in  which  he  stood.  Mr.  Justice 
Park  said  the  Court  felt  every  thing  for  tlie  situation 
of  the  witness,  but  justice  required  that  he  should  an- 
swer the  questions  put  to  him.  No  doubt  they  would 
be  put  witii  every  feeling  for  his  situation.  The  ex- 
amination was  then  continued. 

My  brother  went  away  in  Probert's  gig. 

By  Mr.  Gumey.— Upon  your  oath  did  jou  not 
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hear  Hunt  make  some  obaenrations  to  Probert  before 
dinner? 

There  were  some  made,  but  I  can't  now  recollect 
what  they  were.  I  saw  some  pistols*  two  large  pis- 
tols, in  the  room.  I  think  I  heard  Hunt  say  to  Pro- 
bert *'  Bill,  will  you  be  in  it?  or  something  to  that 
effect.  On  the  next  day  I  saw  Hunt.  He  asked  me 
if  I  wanted  money?  I  think  he  named  twenty 
pounds  or  something  thereabouts.  He  did  not  say 
how  he  came  by  such  money.  I  saw  some  consider- 
able  sum  with  him,  and  I  was  surprised  to  see  it  with 
him.  He  said  they  had  been  drawing  game,  or  net- 
ting game. 

Did  he  say  what  he  meant  ? — ^Did  he  explain  ?— - 
The  witness  hesitated  to  answer. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  (to  the  witness). — I  now  fed  it 
my  duty.  Sir,  to  caution  you  as  to  your  answers.  I 
have  before  me  the  statements  you  made  in  your  ex* 
amination  before  the  magistrates,  and  I  caution  yoa 
to  answer  strictly  to  the  questions  proposed.  The 
Court  considers  your  situation,  but  justice  must  be 
done.  After  this,  I  trust  I  shall  not  have  occasion 
to  say  more  or  to  exercise  the  power  with  which  I 
am  invested.     The  examination  was  then  continued. 

The  word  '^  Turpin''  was  used  by  Hunt.  I  tfunk 
he  said  ''  We  Turpin  lads,  or  boys,  can  do  it,"*  or 
something  to  that  effect.  Hunt  afterwards  said  he 
had  been  killing  game  and  Probert  holding  the  bag. 
The  word  *'  murder"  was  used  in  joke.  Hunk  said 
he  committed  murder,  or  something  to  that  efleet. 
The  words  were  **  We  have  been  coriimitting  murder 
to  be  sure,*'  but  tiiis  was  in  joke.  This  was  in  answer 
to  a  question  from  me,  as  to  what  they  had  beat 
doing.  I  went  down  to  Probert*s  on  Sunday.  I 
walked  to  Maida-hill.  Hunt  and  my  brother  took 
me  up  there  in  a  gig.  There  was  a  spade  in  Ihe  gig. 
It  was  a  new  spade.  It  was  thrown  over  the  garden 
wall  by  Hunt.  I  said  he  had  better  take  it  fartfaeft 
and  he  said,  ''  No,  I  know  what  I  am  about.'*    He 
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liftid  he  did  not  vish  Frobert's  wife  to '  know  it,  or 
something  of  that  kind. 

Cross-exam  iiied  by  Mr.  Thessiger. — Tlie  conver- 
sation ifbout  Turpiii.&c,  was  adcr  dinner.  M'c  had 
not  drank  much.  Hunt  said  that  Probert  said  he  did 
not  wish  his  wife  to  know  that  he  liad  been  expensive. 
1  was  at  Prohert's  on  the  iSunday  night.  Cards  were 
inttoduced.  I  can't  be  certain,  but  T  think  all  the 
parties  were  present  when  they  were  introduced. 

THOMAS  NOYES 

was  the  next  witness  ooUcd.  He  was  examined  by 
Mr.  Ilollimd.  I  am  a  wine  nrerrhant :  I  know  Mr. 
Tc(sa!I,  Thomas  Thurtell,  awl  the  j.visnncrs.  On 
Friday,  the  2ttli  of  Octobrr,  I  dined  with  Uicm  at 
Tctsall's ;  Probert  bovrowed  some  money  of  Mr. 
Tctsall,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  it  over  to  John 
TTiurtclI.  John  Thurtell  went  away  in  a  gig ;  it  was 
an  iron  grey  horse ;  lie  was  alone ;  Hunt  and  Mr. 
Probert  also  went  away  in  Probert's  gig;  T  saw 
some  of  them  again  on  tlic  Saturday  niorning,  at 
Tctsall's ;  I  saw  John  TImrtcIl,  Hunt,  and  Thomas 
Tliutlelt ;  I  went  down  to  my  brotlier-in-law's  cot- 
tage on  Sunday  ;  I  walked,  and  the  t\yo  Thurtclls 
and  Hunt  overtook  me  in  a  gig  ;  John  Thurtell 
alighted,  and  walked  with  me ;  Thomas  Thurtell  went 
oil  vith  Hunt.  I  was  afterwards  met  by  Thomas 
TniortcH  in  a  gig  at  Brockley  Hill.  He  came  to  meet 
»»  iri  a  gig.  On  the  Sunday  evening  in  qucstioii,  at 
Oilfs  Hill,  cards  wore  introduced.  Jnlm  TIi;;i'lcU, 
Thomas  Thurtell,  Hunt,  and  myself  jilayed  at  Whist. 
"Pfobert  ^vent  out.  A\'o  did  not  play  tlic  game  out. 
3*robcrt  w-is,absent  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  On  that 
ulgbt  Ttwrttil  and  Hunt  sat  up.  T  left  the  cottage 
OB  Monday,  after  two ;  my  sister  and  John  Tiiui-- 
tell  were  of  Uic  party.  TIio  others  went  away  in  the 
luoniing. 
'  Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Chitty.  When  tliey  play- 
ed cards  on  the  Sunday,  John  Thurtell  tiircw  the 
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cards  up,  and  said  he  could  not  play  such  cardf, 
they  ran  cross.  There  was  nothing  said  about  the 
children. 

MISS  ANNE  NOYES 

w&s  then  called  and  examined  by  Mr.  Broderick. 
She  was  at  first  a  good  deal  agitated,  and  was  accom- 
modated with  a  chair. 

I  was  at  Probert's  cottage  on  Friday  the  24th  of 
October. — About  eight  o'clock  1  heard  a  gig  pass- 
ing. 1  heard  a  ring  at  the  bell  about  half-past  nine; 
during  tlie  evening  John  Thiirtoll,  Hunt,  and  Pro- 
bert  canie  into  the  room  ;  Thurtell  liad  a  black 
coat  on.  1  knew  that  Prohert  had  a  white  hat, 
which  was  kept  in  the  halK  None  of  tlie  three 
had  a  white  hat  that  evening.  They  had  a  little 
brandy^  and  I  rather  think  tliat  John  Tliurtell  pro- 
posed to  go  to  Mr.  Nicholls's  to  ask  for  a  day's 
shooting.  They  all  went,  and  returned  about  eleven; 
wlicu  they  came  back,  they  mentioned  that  Mr, 
Nicluiils  Wiis  not  at  home.  They  had  supper ;  I 
(lid  !iOt  sup  wilh  them.  I  saw  a  gold  watch  that 
Thuiicll  had;  he  took  it  out  of  his  pocket;  it 
hud  a  chain.  It  was  a  hunting  watch.  Thurtell 
took  tlic  chain  off,  and  gave  it  to  Mrs.  Probert; 
he  i>rv)poscd  that  Probert  should  give  it  to  her 
first ;  but  on  Probert  declining,  he  put  it  round 
her  neck  himself.  The  chain  produced  she  believeil 
to  be  tlie  same  ;  there  was  some  singing  that  night ; 
Ilun:  sung;  soon  after  I  went  to  bed.  1  did 
n^>t  come  down  the  next  morning  till  after  break- 
ffist.  I  saw  Hunt  and  Thurtell  go  out  at  Imlf-past 
nine.  On  the  Sunday  morning,  John  Thurtell, 
Tliomas  Thurtell,  and  Hunt  came  down.  I  believe 
I  lung's  dress  was  changed  after  ho  came  to  our 
hcuise.  U'iicn  the  dress  was  changed  he  had  on  a 
l)lack  coat  and  waistcoat,  and,  1  rather  tliink,  a 
white  handkerchief.  John  Thurtell  said,  "  How 
smart  Hunt  #;  dressed  to  day.*'    Hunt  had  rather  dark 
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whiskers.  During  the  day  the  word  *  *  Turpin**  was 
used.  John  Thurtell  said  that  Probert  would  not 
do  for  a  Turpin.  There  were  cards  ])Uiyed  that 
evening.  I  saw  Mr.  Reward  on  Sunday.  Pro- 
bert went  out  on  the  Sunday  evening.  I  went 
up  with  Thurtell  the  next  day.  I  saw  a  knife  in 
John  Thurtell's  possession. 

The  knife  produced  by  the  constable  was  handed  to 
the  witness :  it  was  the  one  found  in  the  huic. 

Examination  continued.     The  knife  she  saw  with 
John  Thurtell  was  very  like  this. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Andrews.  I  slept  in  a 
room  very  near  where  Probert  slept ;  I  did  not  hear 
him  get  him  get  up  that  morning  ;  I  have  seen  Mr. 
Probert  in  a  white  hat  and  a  black  hit ;  the  hall 
was  the  passage  leading  into  tlie  parlour  from  the 
kitchen ;  I  did  not  see  Probert  go  out  on  the  Safair^' 
clay ;  John  Thurtell  had  been  often  at  the  cottage 
liefore ;  ho  slept  there  several  times,  and  did  not 
always  sleep  on  tlie  sofa;  I  can  swear  he  oitce  slept 
nearly  a  week  at  the  cottage  ;  he  slept  alone. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Thessiger.  I  \v?is  jiresent 
^hen  Hunt  was  introduced  to  Mrs.  Pro?)ort ;  Pro- 
l>ert  did  not  say  he  was  tlie  singer  he  had  often  talked 
about ;  Probert  did  say  that  Hunt  was  a  irood  singer. 
This  was  before  he  sung  after  supper.  ]\lrs.  Probert 
said  he  was  not  so  good  a  one  as,  from  (he  rr.>orts 
she  had  heard,  she  expected  to  find  him. 

CHARLES  TETSALL,  examined  liy  Mr.  Hol- 
land;— I  keep  the  Coach  and  Horses,  in  Conduit- 
street.  Since  the  21st  of  October,  Probert,  Hunt, 
and  Thurtell  have  frequented  my  house.  I  recollect 
that  on  the  24th  of  October  tlie  two  Thnrtclls,  Hunt, 
and  Probert  dined  at  my  house.  Probert,  then 
asked  me  to  lend  him  five  pounds.  I  don't  know 
what  he  did  with  it.  I  did  not  see  them  go  away, 
and  don't  know  when  they  did  go. 

Cross-examined    by    Mr.   Thessiger.     The  two 
Thartells  were  introduced  to  me  by  Probert,  who  told 
that  they  were  anxious  to  keep  out  of  the  way. 

2a2 
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Re-examined.  Hunt's  whiskers  about  the  2Ut 
were  very  large.  I  observed  that  on  the  Monday 
after  the  24th  they  were  shaved  off.  On  tlie  Sunday 
after  the  Friday  of  the  murder,  I  observed  Hunt  ai^ 
Thurtell  at  my  house.  John  Thurtell  was  dressed 
in  leather  breeches,  long  gaiters,  and  drab  waist- 
coat. He  went,  with  his  shirt  neck  open,  across 
the  street  to  get  shaved.  I  never  saw  him  in  those 
clothes  before.  At  that  time  Hunt  was  with  him ; 
he  was  dressed  in  black  and  very  indifferently.  They 
went  away  about  half-past  ten.  I  put  into  tlie  gig 
in  which  they  went,  a  piece  of  beef.  I  saw  a  shovel 
in  the  gig. 

By  Mr.  Thessigcr.  If  Probert  swore  tliat  he  did 
not  introduce  the  Thurtells  to  me,  he  swore  falsely, 
for  he  repeatedly  applied  to  me  to  become  a  bonck- 
m^n  for  them. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  observed,  that  Probert  had  not 
sworn  as  the  learned  counsel  seemed,  from  his  cross- 
examination,  to  suppose. 

WILLIAM  REXWORTHY,  examined  by  Mr. 
Bolland.  I  knew  Wearc  for  about  sixteen  years. 
I  always  considered  him  a  man  of  property.  I  have 
seen  him  repeatedly  put  his  hand  to  his  flannel  sliirf, 
and  take  out  large  sums  of  money.  I  believe  that  he 
usually  kept  his  money  next  to  his  skin.  I  have  seen 
Thurtell,  Hunt,  and  Weare  together.  I  saw  them 
together  about  ten  days  before  tlie  murder.  The  last 
time  I  saw  them  together  was  on  the  Thursday  be- 
fore the  Friday  of  the  murder,  about  nine  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  in  my  own  house.  I  did  not  hear  any 
thir:g  pass  between  them,  as  1  loft  the  room  on  their 
entering  into  conversation.  On  the  morning  of  the 
Friday  Mr.  Weare  called  on  me  between  one  and 
two  o'clock ;  I  saw  him.  After  some  conversation 
he  left  me.     I  did  not  see  him  any  more  that  day. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Andrews.  My  rooms  are 
much  frequented  between  eleven  and  six  o'clock  in 
the  day.  I  saw  the  body  of  Mr.  Weare  when  it 
was  taken  from  the  pond,  when  it  was  in  the  saGfc» 
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-amd  when  it  was  in  the  coffin.     I  saw  it  before  it  was 
Te-buried. 

By  Mr.  Bollund.    I  know  this  knife.    I  saw  it  in 
-Wearers  hands  on  tlie  day  he  was  supposed  to  be 
murdered. 
By  Mr.  Andrews.     I  had  this  knife  in  my  pos- 
session for  a  montli,  in  consequence  of  Weure's  leav- 
ing it  in  my  room.     I  know  it  from  a  mark  on  the 
Jiandle.    I  swear  to  it  from  ihiit  mark  and  by  the 
^vesir.     It  is  a  remarkable  knife. 

Re-examined  by  Mr.  Bolland.  I  have  seen  Mr. 
^Vearc  play  at  billiards  about  twenty  limes  during 
the  time  that  I  have  known  him. 

By  the  Judge.  I  saw  the  legs  when  the  body  was 
taken  out  of  the  water;  they  were  naked.  I  saw 
tlie  body  laid  out  naked  at  the  Artichoke. 

MARY  MOLONEY  examined  by  Mr.  liroderick. 

I  was  laundress  to  the  late  Mr.  W'eare ;  he  lived  at 

XVo.  2,  Lyon  s-inn.     I  was  in  bis  rooms  on  Friday, 

tilic  34th  of  October ;  I  saw  his  clotlies  and  linen  on 

the  drawers  ;   Mr.  Weare  put  them  in  Ills  car])et-bag. 

C^A  bag  was  shewn  to  witness.]     That    was    Mr. 

"VVeare's  carpet-bag.     There  were  five  linen  shirts, 

six  pair  of  socks,  a  shooting-jacket  and  leggings,  a  ])air 

of  breeches,  a  pair  of  laeed-up  boots,  a  jjair  of  Wel- 

1  ington  boots,  and  a  backgammon  board  and  things 

in  it,  put  into  tlie  bag. 

A  backgammon  board  was  here  shewn  to  wit- 
ness. 

That  is  tlie  board,  and  these  are  tb.c  things  that 
'were  in  it.  I  saw  Mr.  Weare  put  it  in  hiriisclf.  He 
<Iined  at  his  chambers ;  he  had  two  chops  between 
two  and  three  o'clock.  I  did  not  expect  him  home 
that  night ;  he  said  he  was  going  out  of  town ;  he 
was  expected  back  on  tlie  Tuesday  following ;  about 
three  o  clock  I  got  a  hackney-coach  for  him  from 
the  Strand,  at  tlie  Spotted  Dog,  in  the  Strand;  it 
came  up  Holywell-street,  with  the  horses'  heads  to- 
wards Charing-cross,  by  his  orders ;  he  went  away 
about  three  o'clock,  or  a  quarter  after ;  a  carpet- 
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were  put  into  the  coach;  Mr.  Weare  had  a  bdff 
waistcoat,  and  a  new  oIi?e*cokMired  ooat  on;  he 
pulled  his  watch  out  before  he  went ;  I  knew  it,  I 
had  seen  it  before ;  it  was  a  gold  watch  with  a  gold 
chain  [here  a  chain  was  shewn  to  witness],  it  was  ex- 
actly like  this ;  [a  knife  was  shewn  to  witness]  this  is 
Mr.  Weare's  knife;  the  watch  had  a  double  case^  and 
was  worked ;  he  also  wore  a  steel  diain  round  the 
neck  to  secure  it ;  the  coach  drove  off  towards  Chap 
ring-cross. 

Here  the  shooting-jacket,  waistcoat,  diirts,  &c., 
were  identified  by  witness. 

THOMAS  CAVE  examined  by  Mr.  Holland.  I 
drove  a  hackney  chariot  for  Mr.  Beckett,  in  Octo- 
ber last,  for  three  weeks.  I  recollect  taking  up  a 
gentleman  at  Lyon's-inn  in  that  month.  I  did  not 
take  up  more  than  one  gentleman  there  in  that  month. 
I  was  called  from  the  Spotted  Dog  by  a  young  wo- 
man.  I  drove  by  her  desire  to  Lyons-inn.  A 
shortish  gentleman  got  in  there.  A  carpet-bag  and 
a  gun  were  put  into  the  carriage.  The  gentleman 
put  in  the  gun»  and  the  girl  the  bag.  I  remember 
tlie  week  when  this  murder  was  committed.  I  can- 
not say  whether  it  was  in  that  week,  but  it  was  about 
that  time.  I  drove  to  Charing-cross,  and  from  that 
place  to  Maddox-street,  where  the  gentleman  got  out. 
He  got  in  again,  and  he  then  ordered  me  to  drive  up 
Wei  beck-street  to  the  New-road,  and  along  it  to 
Cumberland  street.  He  then  got  out  again.  He 
came  back  to  me  with  a  tali  gentleman  in  a  rough 
coat.  He  paid  me  the  fare,  and  took  out  his  things. 
Tlic  two  gentlemen  went  down  Cumberland-street. 
It  Mas  then  about  half-past  four.  Some  of  the  lanqm 
were  lighted,  some  not,  for  it  was  still  day-light. 

THOMAS  WILSON,  examined  by  Mr.  Br^de- 
rick.  I  am  a  horse  patrol.  I  was  on  the  Edge- 
warc-road  on  the  21th  of  October.  I  do  not  know 
John  ThurtcU.  I  met  two  persons  in  a  gig  drawn 
by  a  roan  grey,  between  the  Sth  and  6th  mile-ttoDe 
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from  Tyburn.  They  were  driving  at  a  very  furioiig 
n^.  I  diould  know  the  horse  again,  though  not  the 
men.  I  pointed  out  the  horse  in  Mr.  Probatt's  stable ; 
it^had  a  very  white  face. 

"Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Andrews.  The  gig  paf^sed 
me  quickly.  It  was  about  half-past  six  or  seven,  but 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  it  well.  I  described 
the  horse  as  a  roan  grey  to  Mr.  Clutterbuck,  Mr. 
Stafford y  the  clerk  at  Bow-street,  and  the  gentlemen 
in  the  Secretary  of  State  s  office.  I  observed  the 
gig  ;  it  was  of  a  dark  colour,  but  I  cannot  say  wimt 
colour.  I  knew  that  the  horse  which  I  saw  was  one 
which  I  was  going  to  identify.  I  always  said  it  was 
a  roan  horse,  and  not  an  iron  grey. 

JAMES  SHEPHERD,  called,  and  examined  by 
Mr.    Broderick.      I   am   an   ostler  to  Mr.   Cross's 
stables,  Whitcomb-strcet ;  the  prisoner  Hunt  came  to 
hire  a  gig  on  a  Friday — the  Friday  before  I  heard  of 
Mr.  Weare's  murder ;  it  was  a  dark  green  gig ;  Hunt 
said  Jt  was  going  to  Dartford ;  it  was  a  roan  lioi'se, 
with  a  whiter  face  than  the  body ;  I  saw  the  horse 
to-day ;  it  is  the   same  I  saw  on  the   Friday  and 
Saturday  in  October;  it  is  Mr.  Probatt's,  the  livery- 
stable  keeper.     Hunt  asked  for  a  sack,  and  where  ho 
could  get  one  ?   I  told  him,  as  he  was  going  to  Dart- 
ford,  he  would  get  one  by  Westminster  Bridge  ;  tlic 
gig  he  only  hired  from  him,  and  the  horse  from  Pro- 
batt ;  he  came  back  on  the  Saturday,  but  he  hired 
no  gig  on  the  Sunday. 

STEPHEN  MARCH,  examined  by  Mr.  Bolhind. 

I  lived  as  ostler  to  Mr.  Probatt,  the  livery-stable 

keeper  at  Charing-cross  ;  I  know  Hunt  the  prisoner  ; 

I  see  him  now  ;  he  hired  the  horse  on  a  Friday,  three 

days  before  I  heard  of  Mr.  Weare's  munlcr :  the 

horse  was  a  dark  roan ;  it  was  to  go  to  Dartford.     I 

took  the  horse  to  Cross's  Ifvery  stables ;  it  was  to  be 

iwt  to  a  gig.    I  hired  him  another  on  a  Sunday,  a 

bay  horse,  and  yellow  gig.     Hunt  did  not  say  where 

it  was  going ;  he  brought  it  back  on  Monday,  about 

twelve  o'clock;  he  said  he  should  want  one  about 


half-part  three  in  the  afternoon ;  he  asked  for  the 
same  horse — the  roan  that  be  had  on  the  Friday.  He 
went  away  in  the  yellow  gig  about  half-past  three* 
He  returned  about  half-past  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  I  looked  at  tlic  gig,  and  found  it  and  the  horse 
very  dirty ;  there  was  a  little  blood  at  the  bottom  o£ 
the  gig ;  the  liorsc  was  a  good  deal  distressed,  and 
the  thong  of  tlie  wliip  was  three  parts  unravelled. 

Cross-examined  by   Mr.    Andrews.     These  gigs* 
were  all  brought  back  by  Hunt. 

BlvNJAMIN  COXWELL.  I  am  shopman  to 
Mr.  IJow,  Pawnbroker,  High-street,  Mary-Ic-bone ; 
1  sold  a  pair  of  pistols,  similar  to  those  presented  to 
me,  on  the  24th  of  October  last ;  I  sold  also  a  key 
and  a  mould ;  I  sold  them  to  two  strangers.  One 
was  tall  and  the  other  short ;  I  asked  I/.  17^.  for 
them,  and  received  1/.  15^.  I  should  not  know  the 
persons  again. 

JOHN  BUTLER.  I  am  ostler  at  the  Bald-faced 
Stag,  half  a  mile  from  Edgcware,  on  tlie  London 
road.  On  Friday  night,  the  :2  Uh  of  October,  bet\^een 
six  and  seven,  Mr.  Probcrt  came  to  the  house  in  a 
horse  and  chaise  ;  he  stopped  a  very  few  minutes,  and 
went  on  towards  Edgcware. 

WILLIAM  CLARKE,  examined  by  Mr.  Bolland. 
I  was  landlord  of  the  White  Lion,  at  Edgeware,  and 
know  J.  Thurtell,  whom  I  saw  about  twenty  or  thirty 
yards  beyond  the  nine  mile-stone  on  the  Edgeware- 
road ;  he  was  then  driving  very  hard  at  the  wrong . 
side  of  the  road,  and  he  called  out — [Here  the  witness 
used  the  ejaculation  of  whip-men  who  want  to  avoids 
contact  on  the  road.]     I  heard  his  voice  in  this  man- 
ner, and  his  liorsc  was   light  faced :    a   short  man . 
Was   in  the   gig  v.ith   him.     On  my   return  to  my . 
own  house,  1   met   Probqrt  and  Hunt,  with  a  gig 
and  a  brown  horse,  at  uty  own  door.     They  had 
sonic  bland v  ar.d  water,  and  we'beqran  to  talk  of 
Thurteirs  private  business. 

Mr.  Bolland.  That  s  enough,  don  t  say  what  that 
business  was. 
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WitneH  resumed.  HoDt  aGgbted  at  that  time,  ud 
took  some  brandy  at  my  bar;  be  also  took  out  a 
nevroaper»  and,  talking  of  Tburtell,  said,  *^  Look  at 
tbat '  They  then  went  away.  On  the  Sunday  after, 
I  met  Mr.  John  Thurtell  wdking  with  Mr.  Noyes. 
He  looked  ill ;  I  remarked  it,  and  he  hinted  that  it 
was  owing  to  the  want  of  bail  in  the  bankruptcy 
business.  Hunt  had  large  whiskers  on  when  I  met 
him  on  the  24th  of  October,  but  hfe  had  shaved  them 
off  before  he  was  taken. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Andrews.  It  was  nearly 
dark  at  the  time ;  I  only  saw  one  coach  with  the 
lamps  lighted.  I  observed  the  chaise  in  which  Thur- 
tell was,  merely  because  of  its  being  on  the  wrong 
side  of  the  road.  It  was  between  the  quarter  and 
twenty  minutes  past  seven  o'clock  when  I  met  Pro- 
bert's  gig,  and  they  stopped  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

DAVID  WHITE,  the  son  of  a  corn-chandler  at 
Edgeware,  examined  by  Mr.  Broderick,  said,  I  re- 
member Probcrt  coming  to  my  father's  house  at  seven 
o'clock,  on  tlic  evening  of  the  24:tli  of  October,  and 
purchasing  some  beans  and  oats. 

Cross-examined.  He  did  not  seem  to  be  in  a  hurry 
to  get  away. 

STEPHEN  PROBATT,  examined  by  Mr.  Bro- 
derick. I  keep  tlie  White-lion  Inn  at  Charing-cross« 
The  prisoner  Hunt  borrowed  a  horse  from  my  son  on 
the  21-th  of  October,  and  had  a  bay  horse  on  the 
Sunday ;  but  tiie  horse  which  he  borrowed  on  the 
Friday  was  a  roan  horse,  and  he  had  it  again  on 
Monday.  On  the  Mqnday  I  changed  a  5/.  note  for 
Hunt,  for  the  hire  of  the  horse  and  gig,  for  which  he 
paid  ]L  OS.  A  Mr.  Recce  was  in  my  coffee-room; 
he  remarked,  that  he  was  a  $nug  sort  of  a  man,  and 
ought  to  get  a  knock  in  th^^ead.  Hunt  afterwards 
pulled  out  a  pistol,  and  saici  ''  This  is  a  good  fellow 
to  do  business.''  [Here  a  pistol  was  produced.]  I 
caimot  say  that  that  was  the  ])istpl.  The  roan  horse 
was  now  in  Hertford,  and  had  conspicuously  a  white 
face. 

2b 


I8f  MUUmBK«V«  WWRE, 

'  Cross-examined  by  Mr«  Thessiger.  - 'The^ooovor^ 
Miion  took  place  on  the  Saturday ;  the  horse  luulm 
white  face ;  it  might  be  in  a  joking  sort  of  way  that 
Hunt  spoke  of  Mr.  Reece. 

ROBERT  FIELD  was  again  produced.  I 
knew  Probert  before  October  last ;  he  came  to  my 
house,  in  a  one-horse  chaise,  with  another  person; 
the  stranger  was  nearly  the  size  of  the  prisoner  Hunt; 
they  had  five  glasses  of  brandy  in  the  gig  ;  Probert 
said  Hunt  could  sing ;  he  did  not  sing,  tliough  asked 
even  for  a  verse ;  they  stopped  a  half  hour,  or  thirty* 
£v6  minutes.  Probert*s  horse  was  a  good  one.  My 
house  is  about  two  hundred  yards  from  Elstree;  I 
saw  the  singing  man  on  Monday,  he  was  with  another 
man ;  that  man  was  the  prisoner,  John  Thurtell ;  they 
came  to  my  house  at  half-past  five  on  the  Monday  ; 
they  remained  a  quarter  of  an  hour  smoking  a  pipe ; 
the  horse  was  put  to  tlio  gig  near  half  an  hour ;  I  saw 
Hunt  on  the  Tuesday  at  half-past  three ;  he  came  from 
the  direction  of  London ;  I  gave  the  colistablc  a  sack 
and  shirt  on  tlie  5th  of  November,  which  were  in  my 
possession  from  tlie  time  of  the  inquest. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Piatt.  I  knew  the  hour 
they  were  at  my  liouse,  from  people,  who  were  also 
there,  breaking  up  early.  By  my  watch  it  was  eleven 
minutes  before  nine.  After  five  o'clock  two  coachee 
go  down  of  an  evening  to  tliat  part  of  the  country, 
one  from  Smithfield,  and  the  other  from  llolbom. 

SOPHIA  FIELD,  and  the  ostler's  names,  were 
on  the  back  of  tlie  bill,  but  the  prisoner's  counsel 
having  no  wish  they  should  be  called,  they  were  nut 
put  into  the  box. 

RICHARD  BINGHAM,  ostler  at  the  White 
Lion,  Edgware,  examined  by  Mr.  IJroderick.  On 
the  evening  of  the  24th  October  last,  about  seven 
o'clock,  a  gig  stopped  at  the  White  Lion,  at  Edg- 
wurc,  with  two  gentlemen  in  it ;  one  was  short,  and 
the  other  was  tall ;  the  short  man  hral  large  dark 
whiskers  witli  a  sallow  complexion ;  he  was  rather 
high  in  the  check  bones,  and  about  thirty-four  or 


«8r 

tiurty'fira  jean.  aU.  TLey  bad  a  gUa  of-  mm  and 
water..  The  tall  gentleman  had  a  lightmoloavBd 
gceat^coat;  the  short,  a  dark  one.  They  had  a  bald- 
face  horse  ;  my  inaater  is  Mr.  Clarice,  who  had  Jiut 
then  cnme  home ;  another  gig  came  up,  but  I  do  not 
know  who  Tvero  in  it. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Andrews.  The  6ret  gig 
had  time  to  get  on  a  mile  or  two  before-  the  other 
came  up.  It  was  a  diirk  night.  Whilst  the  lint  gig 
tras  there,  X  was  baiting  the  horse;  neither  of  the 
men  got  out  of  the  gig. 

AlARY  MALON£Y  said,  the  description  given 
of  the  short  person,  coTFecponded  with  that  of  Mfj 
Wcare. 

JAMES  FREEMAN,  examined  by  Mr.  Bro. 
derick.  I  am  a  labourer,  living  at  a  place  called 
'*  The  Folly,"  near  Giil's-hill  cottage.  I  had  occa- 
sion to  go  out  on  the  2fithof  October,  into  the  Gilt'e- 
hill-lanc,  about  eight  o'clock,  to  meet  my  wife  and 
take  her  home ;  I  had  a  gate  to  go  through  from  my 
bouse ;  tlie  gate  was  about  thirty  poles  from  Pro- 
bert's  cottuge ;  when  I  got  into  the  lane,  I  saw  two 
geuticmen  in  a  gig,  going  from  Probert's  cottage  to- 
wards Batler's-green.  I  heard  the  gig  before  I  saw 
it,  coming  in  a  direction  from  Radlett,  which  would 
be  past  Probert's  cottage.  It  stopped  at  an  elbow  of 
the  Jane,  and  one  of  the  gentlemen  gut  out.  I  spoke 
to  one  of  them.  The  horse  hail  a  very  white  face.  I 
have  seen  the  horse  in  tliis  town  ;  it  was  shewn  to 
ma  by  Probert.  I  am  sure  that  is  the  very  samo 
hone  I  saw  in  the  lane  thatnigtit.  When  I  left  my 
cottage,  the  moon  was  not  up,  ttut  it  was  a  stnr-ligfat 
night,  'llic  moon  rose  afterwards,  between  eight 
and  nine.  I  did  not  see  enough  of  either  of  the  men 
to  be  able  to  identify  them.  The  one  who  jumped 
out  had  a  light  long  great  coat  on.  I  afterward* 
met  my  wife,  and  we  went  home  together. 

Cross-exiimined  by  Mr.  Piatt.  I  should  not  know 
the  gig  again.  I  could  not  telt  the  colour  of  it.  It 
waa  not  a  yellow  gig. 
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PHILIP  SMITH,  examined  by  TWf.  Broderfcjk. 

I  am  a  fanner,  living  at  Aldenham.  Oh  the  S'ltfi'ol 
October  I  was  on  a  visit  at  Mr.  Charles  NichoIlM, 
at  Batler*8-greeh ;  I  left  Mr.  Nicholls's  about  tn 
minutes  before  eight  o'clock;  I  had  my  wife  mi 
child  with  mc ;  my  wife  and  child  were  in  a  donkej 
chaise,  and  I  was  walking ;  T  was  going  to  a  place 
called  High  Cross ;  I  passed  the  comer  of  a  lane 
leading  to  Gill's  Hill ;  1  know  the  spot  where  a  per- 
son was  supposed  to  be  killed ;  in  crossing  the  road 
that  night,  the  nearest  part  I  went  to  the  spot  wteu 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  ;  in  going  along  1 
heard  the  wheels  of  some  sort  of  a  carriage,  and  then 
the  report  of  a  pistol  or  a  gim«  This  attracted  my 
attention,  and  I  remarked  upon  it  to  my  wife.  In 
about  a  minute  or  two  afterwards  I  hcnrd  groaning. 
I  then  stopped  the  donkey-chaise.  Tlie  groaning 
lasted  about  a  minute  or  two.  I  did  not  go  up  to 
the  spot  from  whence  the  sound  proceeded,  as  my 
wife  was  alarmed. 

Cross-examined.  I  was  about  250  yards  from  Ae 
spot  where  the  supposed  murder  took  place,  at  the 
time  I  heard  the  report.     I  was  behind  the  chaise. 

Mus.  SMITH,  wife  of  the  last  witness,  and  the 
nurse,  were  then  tendered,  but  not  called,  as  their 
evidence  went  to  the  same  facts. 

RICHARD  ADDFS,  examined  by  Mr.  Bolland. 
I  lived  as  servant  with  Probert  of  GiU's-hill-Iane, 
on  the  21th  of  October  last.  lie  had  a  horse  and 
gig.  He  had  the  horse  two  months  before  the  24th 
of  October.  It  was  a  bay  horse,  of  great  power. 
On  the  2  kh  of  October,  I  heard  the  wheels  of  a  gig 
pass  tlie  cottage,  at  about  a  quarter  after  eight  in  flie 
evening  ;  I  thought  it  was  my  master,  but  the  gig 
passed  on.  About  nine  o'clock,  there  was  a  ring 
to  the  bell,  which  I  answered.  I  found  John 
TlmrtcU  at  the  gate ;  he  desired  me  to  take  charge 
of  a  horse  nnd  gig.  I  observed  the  horse,  which  I 
have  .^ince  seen  ;  it  was  an  iron-gray  horse.  Prom 
the  position  in  which  the  horse  stood,  I  judged  that 


tfie  fig  Mnw'frpm  BatlerVgreen.  After  girii^  me 
the  g%,  TburteTl  said,  he  would  walk  and  strive 
tomeet  Prabeit.  I  saw  him  on  his  return,  after 
haring  walked  in  search  of  my  master.  I  was  Just 
going  to  throw  a  cloth  over  the  horse,  and  he  told 
me  not  to  raind  it  for  a  while.  I  saw  a  gnn  pokerl 
«nt  on  each  side  of  the  gig,  mider  the  leather.  On 
the  Saturday  morning,  I  lified  up  a  b»g,  which  was 
OD  the  ground.  It  was  a  carpet-bag.  I  also  saw  a 
box  in  the  parlour.  [Here  the  articles  were  identified 
by  the  witness.]  Mr.  Iliurtell  desired  me  to  take  the 
box  out  of  the  parlour,  and  place  it  in  the  gig. 
Thurtell  was  dressed  in  a  li^t  grey  coat.  In  about 
three  quarters  of  an  hour  my  master  returned.  Ho 
was  accompanied  by  Thurtell  and  Hunt,  who  were  in 
a  gig.  My  master  hung  behind  it.  I  observed  some 
spots  of  blood  on  John  Thurtell's  great  coat.  I  am 
confident  he  had  a  sponge  on  the  Fri<lay  night,  and 
that  he  was  sponging  his  coat.  I  think  it  was  after 
supper.  Thurtell  went  out  and  got  the  sponge,  and 
then  asked  whether  there  was  any  water.  He  dabbled 
about  witii  the  sponge  in  the  water.  My  master 
came  to  me  at  the  stable,  and  asked  for  tlie  lantern. 
Hunt,  Thurtell,  and  my  ma.ster  then  went  out.  They 
took  the  direction  of  Batler's-greeu;  My  master 
said  he  was  going  to  Mr.  Nicholls's.  They  returned 
in  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  I  heard  one  of 
them  as  they  passed  tell  Susan  to  dress  the  pork- 
chops.  I  then  went  into  the  stable  to  do  up  the 
horses.  John  Thurtell  and  Hunt  came  tor)  mc  there. 
I  believe  John  Thurtell  was  employed  brushiiig  his 
eoat  They  remained  a  short  time,  and  seemed  to 
go  into  the  house.  I  then  rubbed  down  the  horses, 
and  went  into  the  kitchen.  Probcrt  came  there  to 
look  for  a  bottle  of  rum,  which  was  kept  in  a  large 
safe.  I  went  into  the  parlour  by  order  of  my  master, 
to  ask  what  o'clock  it  was,  and  Thurtell  produced 
a  watch  without  a  chain.  Mrs.  Probert  said,  it  was 
awkward  to  have  a  watch  witbont  a  chain.  I  got  to 
bed  at  twelve  o'clock.    I  rose  on  Saturday  moming 


\ 


190  MUmBR^OV^WQUBE, 

about  six  o'clock,  to  look  after  thehone  and  fetch 
up  the  cow.  When  I  fetched  «p  the^eo1r^I  mm 
Hunt  and  Probert  in  the  kitdien.  Hunt  wasspongiiq; 
John  Thurtell's  coat  on  the  table.  The  coat  appealed 
to  be  spotted  all  over.  I  cleaned  their  booted  urUch 
were  covered  with  fresh  dirt  My  master  was  walk- 
ing about  the  garden  in  low  spirits.  On  Sunday 
morning  I  saw  Hunt  after  he  had  come  down.  He 
was  in  dark-coloured  clothes ;  went  up  stairs,  and 
dressed  himself.  He  seemed  very  decent.  I  saw  Mr^ 
Noyes  on  Sunday.  I  was  sent  on  Sunday  aftemooo 
to  Nicholls's.  with  a  message.  1  saw  some  blood  in 
Giirs-hill-Iane^— a  good  deal.  I  went  inconsequence 
of  what  I  had  heard.  On  Monday  morning,  bj 
Probcrt's  directions,  I  went  to  London  along  with 
Mr.  Thomas  Thurtell.  It  was  in  the  gig;  and 
Hunt  was  with  us.  Having  put  John  Thurtell  down» 
we  went  to  Tetsall's,  where  we  stayed  some  time,  t 
had  nothing  to  do  in  London. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Andrews. — ^I  had  bieeit 
often  put  up  and  down  Giirs-hill-lane.  It  is  so  nar* 
row,  that  it  is  ahnost  impossible  for  a  carriage  or  even 
a  gig  to  turn.  There  is  a  heap  of  mud  in  the  corner^ 
and  that  is  the  only  place  you  can  turn  round  in.  In 
going  to  Batler's-green,  I  don't  know  that  we  must 
iiave  passed  Mr.  Nicholls's  house.  When  I  came  to 
Probert's  gate,  the  horse's  head  was  as  if  it  came 
from  Batler'sgrecn.  We  must  have  passed  vmy 
near,  within  200  or  300  yards  of  Nicholls*s  liouse, 
before  we  could  turn.  Between  Nicholls's  house, 
and  where  the  road  turns  off,  there  is  a  good  bit  of 
road — a  smartish  bit.  To  turn  round,  we  must  have 
gone  tliercabouts.  I  have  been  asked  by  different 
persons  five  or  six  times  about  the  sponging.  I  al« 
ways  said  I  could  not  be  sure  of  it.  I  cannot  exactly 
say,  but  I  tliink  it  was  about  seven  o'clock  on  Satur- 
day morning  that  I  saw  Probert  first.  1  don't  know 
of  my  master's  going  out  early  on  tliat  morning  at 
all.  I  had  known  Thurtell  to  sleep  one  or  two 
nights  on  the  sofa  in  the  parlour,  before  the  Friday. 
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-CrMi^eiouwditbjr  Mr.  Theniger.  It  wu  Pro- 
bert  ftbo  told  me  to  go  to  town  with  Mr.  TfanrtoU* 
He  nid  bebad  no  occaiioB  anymore  for  me,  and  that 
ThttfteU  would  ptovide  me  with  a  utuatioa 

By  the  Court.  I  knew  all  about  the  rooms  of  the 
house,  and  I  can  say  where  persons  ilept  in  it.  It 
Ttt  about  a  fortnight  before,  that  John  Thurtell  had 
been  there,  and  then  he  had  a  bed  there. 

SUSAN  WOODROFFE  baring  been  called  and 
sKOm,  Mr.  Broderick  was  proceeding  to  cxunioe 
her,  when,  it  now  being  about  nine  o'clock, 

Mr.  Justice  Pare  interposed  and  addf€»sed  the 
Jury.  Id  the  suggestion  he  was  to  make,  he  consi* 
dered  not  his  own  convenience,  but  tbat  of  the  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  Jury.  By  tho  Law  of  England,  he  was 
not  allowed  to  discharge  the  Jury  in  criminal  cases, 
and  he  was  not  enabled  to  allow  them  to  return  ta 
tbeiv  families  until  the  case  was  finished.  He  was 
obliged  to  keep  them  together,  though,  no  doubt, 

rper  accommodation  would  be  afforded  them.  But 
was,  for  himself,  perfectly  willing  to  go  on  to 
finish  the  case  before  they  separated.  If,  however* 
it  was  more  convenient  and  agreeable  to  the  Jury  to 
jretireto  what  be  hoped  would  be  their  night's  rest, 
lie  had  no  doubt  they  would  be  furnished  with  proper 
dccoflnmodation.  He  (the  Judge)  had  no  pergonal 
'^isfa  on  the  subject.  He  bad  been  accustomed  to 
liear  fatigue  of  this  kind,  and  he  was  willing  to  bear 
at.  -'Ilie  Foreman  would  consult  with  his  brethren, 
^nd  collect  their  wislies  before  they  proceeded  to  the 
v^xamination  of  anotlier  witness. 

After  a  short  consultation,  the  Foreman  said,  the 
Jory  thought  that  if  they  could  be  allowed  to  retire 
for  an  hour^  to  take  refreshment,  they  could  proceed 
'With  the  trial. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  I  have  made  up  my  mind 
nerer  to  agree  to  the  practice  of  retiring.  Within 
my  experience,  when  I  was  a  young  man,  1  have  seen 
ao^any  examples  of  fatal  results  t'fom this  practice 
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to  the  prisoners,  and  to  the  ends  of  juttice,  tiiat  I 
must  resist  the  proposition. 

A  Juryman  suggested,  that  if  they  bad  some  re- 
freshment in  the  box  they  might  proceed. 

Mr^  Justice  Park.  To  Ihat  I  have  not  the  leait 
objection.  The  Sheriff  will,  no  doubt,  attend  to  your 
wants,  and  in  the  meantime  we  will  proceed  with 

JOHN  HARRINGTON,  examined  by  Mr. 
Bolland.  I  am  a  labourer,  living  at  Aldenham  ;  and 
was  at  work  witli  a  man  named  Richard  Hunt,  in 
Gill's- hill-lane,  on  Saturday  morning  after  the  mur- 
der. I  went  to  work  about  six,  and  about  ten  mi- 
nutes after  six  two  gentlemen  passed  me ;  I  should 
know  one  of  them  again. 

Mr.  Bolland, — directing  the  attention  of  the  witness 
to  the  dock, — Is  either  of  those  persons  the  gentle- 
man to  whom  you  allude  ? 

"^Vitncss, — vindicating  the  prisoner  ^Thurtell, — ^Yes, 
that  is  one  of  them.  Ho  was  tlie  tall  one.  The 
other  was  a  short  gentleman,  pale,  ratlier  stout,  and 
with  light  whiskers  ;  he  also  had  a  white  hat.  They 
passed  me  about  ten  poles  on  the  left  hand,  and  then 
grabbled  in  the  hedge.  They  seemed  to  me  as  if  they 
had  lost  something,  and  w^ished  to  find  it.  About 
two  niimites  they  stayed  there,  and  tlien  went  three  or 
four  poles  up  on  the  right,  and  returned  again  towards 
Giirs-hill-Iane.  They  spoke  to  my  partner,  Richard 
Hunt.  It  was  the  tall  man,  with  a  white  hat,  who 
said  that  last  night  he  had  been  capsized  out  of  his 
gig,  and  had  lost  his  penknife  and  a  handkerchief.  I 
don't  know  what  Hunt,  my  partner,  answered,  nor 
did  I  hear  what  he  said  to  my  partner  again.  Tliey 
then  went  away ;  and  afterwards  Richard  Hunt  and  1, 
at  about  eight  o'clock,  when  I  had  taken  my  break- 
fast, we  walked  up  to  the  place  where  I  had  seen 
them  scrabbling,  and  there  found  a  small  ])cnknifc. 

By  the  Co  cut.  That  is  the  gig-road  towards 
Butler's  green,  and  that  knife  I  gave  to  Mr.  Charles 
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Nicholls,  That  .18  the  knife  [identifying  it]  When 
I  found  it»  it  was  all  over  dirt.  About  ten  o'clock  I 
found:  ft  pistol.  The  knife  was  in  the  curt  ruts ;  the 
pistol  lay  among  the  brambles  of  the  bushes.  [The 
pistol  was  produced  and  identified  by  the  witness. 3 
The  witness  continued — That  is  the  pistol.  I  did 
net  see  whctl)er  it  was  covered  with  blood,  but  that 
is  certainly  the  pistol.  Afterwards  I  f>;ave  it  to  Mr. 
Nicholls.  Tiie  knife  I  speak  of  had  two  blades. 
One  of  tliem  was  broken,  and  was  so  when  I  picked 
it  up.  I  wiped  the  blood  off  before  I  gave  it  to 
Nicholls.  The  pan  of  tlie  pistol  looked  as  if  the 
pistol  had  been  fired  oif.  The  cock  was  down  just 
as  it  is  now.  Mr.  Nicholls  came  by  at  the  time, 
and  told  me  to  go  on  with  my  work.  He  was  in 
company  with  me  when  I  found  it.  Mr.  Nicholls 
called  me  up  to  that  spot  where  I  had  observed  the 
marks  of  two  men  who  had  been  tumbling  about. 
There  was  a  very  large  hole  tlirougli  Uic  hedge,  and 
a  good  deal  of  blood  on  the  stuff  about.  I  could 
not  see  whether  it  had  tlie  appearance  of  any  thing 
having  been  drawn  tiirough  it.  A  gig  could  not 
turn  where  the  blood  was.  It  must  go  to  tlie  end 
of  the  lane,  which  was  about  fifty  poles  ofl*.  About 
eleven  o*clock  on  the  same  morning,  tlie  same  per- 
sons passed  by  in  a  gig,  going  to  Batler's-grcen.  It 
was  an  iron-gray  horse.  I  am  sure  they  were 
the  same  persons.  I  know  Probert  now  ;  I  did 
not  then.  I  saw  him  on  that  d-iy  about  twelve 
o'clock ;  he  had  a  large  dog  with  him,  and  came 
straight  down  tlie  lane.  He  wished  me  good  morn- 
ing, and  told  me  it  was  a  good  job  I  had  done  in 
mending  the  road.     I  said  I  was  glad  of  it. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Andrews.  The  gig  might 
have  been  turned  before  it  came  to  Mr.  Nicholls's 
house,  but  it  must  be  near  it.  I  had  never  seen 
eitlier  of  the  two  persons  before. 

RICHARD  HUNT  was  Uieu  called,  when  Thur- 
tell  addressed  tlie  Court.  ''  My  Lord,''  said  he,  ''  I 
anst  pray  you  again  to  speak  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
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Jury  on  the  subject  whicih  you  have  befoM  noli- 
tioned,  namely,  Ihe  propriety  cf  postponiDg  finrdier 
proceedings  till  to-morrow.  I  beg  them  to  connder 
the  peculiar  situation  in  which  I  stand,  having  been 
up  since  six  o'clock  this  morning.  By  the  time  Ibe 
remaining  witnesses,  of  whom  I  understand  there 
are  twenty  still  to  be  examined,  have  been  gone 
through,  I  shall  be  too  much  exhausted  to  do  justice 
to  my  defence. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  By  the  law  of  the  land,  a 
case  ought  to  go  on  till  it  is  closed,  and  I  am  ready 
to  go  on  with  it.  I  am  willing,  however,  to  do 
what  I  can  to  accommodate  either  the  Gentiemen 
of  the  Jury  or  yourself.  It  is  with  the  Jury,  how- 
ever, that  the  matter  must  rest. 

ThurtelL  I  hope  the  Jury  will  take  my  situation 
into  consideration. 

Mr.  Justice  Fark.  I  cannot  order  the  Court  to 
be  adjourned  unless  the  Jury  desire  it — it  is  for  them 
to  say. 

Thurtell.  My  Lord,  you  are  very  good ;  I  hope 
tlie  Jury  will  take  into  consideration  the  situation 
in  which  I  stand.  Gentlemen,  I  have  been  up  so 
many  hours,  and  so  much  of  tlie  case  yet  remains, 
that  I  shall  be  exhausted  before  I  begin  my  defence. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  the 
counsel  for  the  Crown  say  that  the  remainder  of  the 
case  will  be  very  short.  [The  Jury  began  to  con- 
suit  together]. 

Thurtell.  But  after  that,  my  Lord,  tliere  are  two 
of  us,  Mr.  Hunt  and  myself,  who  have  to  enter  on 
the  defence  separately. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  Let  us  then  at  any  rate  go  on 
with  the  remainder  of  the  case  for  the  prosecution ; 
I  sec  many  reasons  why  we  should  ;  and  then  if  yoa 
state  tliat  you  cannot  conveniently  go  on  with  your 
defence,  I  will  take  it  on  myself  to  adjourn  the  Court. 

Thurtell  bowed,  and  thanked  his  Lordship  in  a 
low  tone.  In  the  whole  of  his  conversation  wilii 
the  Learned  Judge,  the  oondoct  of  ThurteU  wu  p«r- 
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befly  fiim*  tempents,  ud  mpeetftiL  He  seeaud 
at  the  same  time  pemrerhu;  in  his  request,  and 
ratiooal  and  attentive  to  the  objectiona  urged. 

RICHARD  HUNT  examined  by  Mr.  Broderiok. 
I  was  with  Harrington  in  Gill's-hill-lane  on  Saturday,  , 
Oct.  25 ;  I  know  no  more  than  he  does  ;  I  saw  thft 
two  men  passing  througji  the  lane ;  I  should  know 
them  [Mr.  Broderick  "Look  round"];  the  tw*. 
gentlemen  sitting  there  are  they,  I  think  (pointing  to 
the  two  prisoners).  One  of  them  entered  into  coa- 
vcraation,  and  said  he  was  capsized  out  of  a  gig. 
One  of  them  had  a  white  hat,  the  side  bulged  in; 
anotiier  a  black  one. 

WIIJ.IAM  BULMER  examined  by  Mr.  Bol- 
land.  I  am  a  labourer ;  I  was  walking  in  Probert's 
garden  in  October  last ;  on  the  morning  after  the 
murder,  about  six  o'clock,  I  saw  two  persons  in  that 
garden  ;  the  tallest  of  the  two  had  a  white  hat ;  they 
went  towards  the  house. 

GEORGE  NICHOLLS.  I  know  Probert; 
neitiier  Probert  nor  any  of  his  friends  came  to  me  on 
the  night  of  the  murder ;  on  Monday  a  labourer  de- 
livered a  knife  and  a  pistol  to  me,  which  I  afterwards 
handed  over  to  Simgions,  the  officer;  it  was  bloody; 
on  Monday  evening  I  observed  what  appeared  like 
brains  about  tlie  barrel  of  the  pistol.  Probert  came 
to  my  house  on  Monday ;  something  passed  between 
us  respecting  what  happened  in  tlie  lane. 

JOHN  PIDCOCK.  I  am  a  surgeon;  I  was  at 
the  Artichoke,  at  Elstree,  when  the  body  of  Mr, 
Weare  was  there ;  I  took  the  shawl  from  off  the  neck  ; 
saw  a  sack  over  the  shawl ;  I  saw  the  body  first  at 
the  Artichoke ;  when  the  sack  was  taken  from  the 
body  I  found  a  handkerchief,  which  I  delivered  to 
Simmons,  the  officer ;  the  body  was  quite  naked. 

JOHN  FLEET.  I  am  assistant  to  Mr.  Johnson, 
the  messenger.  On  the  24th  of  October  I  was  at 
tiie  Cock  public-house,  in  the  Haymarket,  acting 
officially  onder  a  commission ;  Hunt  came  in  a  gig 
tbore,  about  half-past  four  in  the  afternoon ;  he  deli- 
2c3 
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vered  a  note  to  me,  which  I  hate  destroyed ;  Jehu 
Thurtell  lived  at  the  Cock ;  I  have  seen  him  liviBf^ 
there.  I  knew  the  room  he  occupied*;  it  was  No. 
10.  The  contents  of  the  note  were — **  Have  the 
•  goodness  to  give  Mr.  Hunt  my  great  coat  and  red 
shawl,  which  you  will  find  in  a  closet  at  No.  10."  I 
went  to  the  room,  took  the  things  out,  and  brought 
them  down,  and  gave  them  to  Hunt.  The  shawl  pro- 
duced is  something  like  the  shawl  I  gave  to  Hunt. 
I  do  not  know  the  hand-writing  of  the  note. 

CAROLINE  WILLIAMS.  I  was  servant  at 
the  Cock,  which  was  kept  by  Thomas  Thurtell ;  his 
brother,  John  Thurtell,  lodged  there;  he  had  a  shawl 
like  the  one  produced. 

LUCY  SLATER.  I  was  a  servant  at  the 
Cock;  John  Thurtell  lodged  there;  I  have  seen 
him  use  a  shawl  similar  to  the  shawl  produced. 

JOHN  MARSHALL.  I  am  a  gimsmith  in  Lon- 
don; I  know  the  gun  produced;  I  saw  it  last  a 
twelvemontli  ago;  I  saw  'ft  at  Mr.  Weare's  cham* 
bers  in  Lyons*  Iim. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Andrews.  It  is  at  least 
a  twelvemonth  ago  since  I  saw  it 

W.  BL  AKESLEY.  In  October  I  lodged  at  No. 
9,  King-street,  Golden-square,  the  residence  of  the 
prisoner  Hunt  and  his  wife ;  remembered  I  lunt  coming 
home  on  the  27th  of  October,  in  a  single  herse 
chaise  ;  I  saw  him  take  out  a  carpet  bag,  filled  with 
things,  a  gun  with  a  dark  case,  similar  to  that  pro- 
duced ;  a  dressing  case,  similar  to  that  on  the  table ; 
they  were  carried  into  his  apartments ;  there  were 
also  some  coats. 

JOHN  UPSON.  1  am  an  officer.  I  took  tlic 
prisoners  from  London  to  Watford  ;  we  came  in  two 
gigs  ;  at  Watford,  the  next  morning,  a  conversation 
took  i)lace  between  me  and  Thurtell,  about  Hunt's 
confession ;  I  made  use  of  no  previous  promise  or 
threat ;  in  the  course  of  the  conversation  about 
Hunts  confession,  I  asked  Thurtell  what  he  did  with 
the  watch,  and  he  told  me  that  he  threw  it  away  in  a 
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place  imoDg  lome  trees  where  there  were '  some 
palii^.    His  is  the  account  he  gave  me. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  ITiessiger.  When  we 
were  at  Watford,  Hunt  gave  me  an  order  for  the 
tilings  to  be  giren  up,  and  told  me  where  they  were 
to  be  found. 

J.  FOSTER.  I  am  a  constable  at  Rickmans- 
worth;  on  the  30th. Oct.  I  had  Thurtell  in  my  cus- 
tody at  the  Plough ;  he  made  a  communication  to  me; 
I  made  use  of  no  previous  promise  or  threat ;  he  said 
that  Hunt  was  a  rascal  for  nosing  him  so ;  that  he 
(Thurtell)  would  not  do  so  to  him  (Hunt)  particularly 
after  he  (Thurtell)  had  ofTercd  the  watch  for  sale  in 
Hunt's  name,  and  as  his  property.  Ho  said  he 
was  offered  no  more  than  twenty-five  pounds  for  it. 
though  it  was  worth  sixty. 

The  Jury  here  signified  their  willingness  to  accede 
to  the  prisoners'  request  to  adjourn  till  the  following 
morning. 

Mr.  Justice  Pare.  Gentlemen  of  tlie  Jury,  you 
have  relieved  me  from  a  great  difficulty ;  I  should  not 
have  acceded  to  the  wish  of  the  prisoners,  had  not 
you  also  expressed  your  concurrence  in  (hat  course ; 
one  advantage  arising  from  which  will  be,  that  we 
shall  hare  given  the  case  the  fullest  and  most  patient 
^tention.  I  shall  now  adjourn  the  Court  to  to- 
morrow morning.  Let  two  of  the  most  steady  con- 
stables bo  sworn  according  to  the  form  which  I  shall 
direct. 

Two  constables  were  then  sworn  "  To  keep  the 
Jurors  in  some  safe  and  convenient  place  until  the 
sitting  of  the  Court  to-morrow;  to  furnish  them  with 
every  proper  and  convenient  accommodation,  and 
not  to  speak  to  them  themselves,  or  to  allow  others 
to  speak  to  them,  touching  the  matter  in  issue,  with- 
out the  leave  of  the  Court." 

The  Court  was  then  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on 
the  following  morning. 

The  prisonen  remained  at  the  bar  for  a  consider- 
able time,  talking  to  some  persons  about  them.     Mr. 


Hanner  was  in  oouvergation  with  the  prisiMier  Hni^ 
and  such  was  the  interest  excited  by  their  appearanee, 
that  almost  the  whole  of  the  persons  who  had  crowdid 
the  Court  during  the  day,  still  continued  looking  to- 
wards the  dock.  At  length  Mr.  Justice  Park,  who 
had  lefl;  the  Bench,  and  stood  talking  to  some  gentle- 
men near  him,  asked  why  the  prisoners  were  not 
removed  ?  '  Mr.  Wilson  answered  that  they  were  en- 
gaged talking  with  their  professional  advisers. 

Mr.  Justice  Park.  They  must  talk  to  them  else- 
where; you  must  remove  them;  you  run  a  great 
risk  by  keeping  them  here. 

The  prisoners  were  then  re-conducted  to  the  gaol 
in  the  same  order  in  which  they  were  brought  in  the 
morning.  Tiiey  appeared  to  be  considerably  ex- 
hausted. The  crowd  continued  in  the  Court  and  in 
its  avenues  to  the  last  moment,  and  many  of  tliem 
followed  tlie  prisoners  back  to  the  door  of  tiie  gaol. 
On  the  return  of  the  men  to  tlicir  cells  they  were 
furnished  with  every  necessary  refreshment,  for  which 
they  expressed  becoming  gratitude. 

The  Learned  Judge,  and  almost  every  person  in 
Court,  appeared  to  be  equally  exhausted  with  the  pri- 
soners ;  and  although  the  Court  sat  nearly  fifteen 
hours,  there  were  many  persons  in  the  gallery  who 
were  unable  to  move  from  their  seats. 

The  Jury  were  accommodated  with  beds  in  the 
Court-house.  They  were  placed  in  the  large  roonu 
After  leaving  the  Court,  they  dined  together,  and 
partook  of  various  refreshments  which  were  provided 
for  tliem,  and  sent  over  from  the  Salisbury  Arms. 

When  the  prisoners  had  been  re-conducted  to  the 
gaol,  Thurtell  did  not  appear  at  all  dispirited.  Hunt 
was  much  aflTected.  They  were  supplied  with  pro- 
per refreshments,  and  Thurtell  was  indulged  with  a 
pipe.  Far  from  seeming  alarmed  by  the  powerful 
evidence  given  against  him,  he  expressed  satisfaction 
at  the  course  things  had  taken.  He  spoke  as  if  con- 
fident that  tlie  verdict  would  be  '*  Not  Guifty/*  and 
remarked  to  those  who  conversed  withhim^  that  **  It's 


aU  safe,  it's  all  ng^"    Henmuked  thus  much  wry 
emphatically  to  one  individual  in  particular. 

From  the  commeitoement  of  the  proceedings  la 

December,    up  to  the  present  time,  the  prisoners 

llartell  and  Hunt  bad  not  spoken  to  each  otb«- ;   on 

the  contrary,  so  strong  a  degree  of  hostility  towards 

liis  former  associate  seemed  to  influence  the  mind  of 

niiurtell,  that,  as  we  have  before  stated,  Mr.  Wilson, 

Che  gaoler  deemed  it  prudent  to  obtain  an  assurance 

from  him,  that  he  would  offer  no  violence  towardi 

Ilia  fellow-prisoner.     On  their  return,  however,  to  the 

^^ax>l,  after  the  business  of  the  first  day  of  the  trial, 

"tJiis  feeling  suddenly   subsided,   and  the  prisonere 

not  only  shook  hands  with  apparent  cordiality,  but 

csoDthuicd  in  familiar  and  friendly  conversation  for 

some  time. 


SECOND  DAY  OF  THE  TRIAL. 

At  eight  o'clock  the  doors  of  the  Court-house  were 
open  and  the  public  admitted,  the  SherifTs  oiiicers 
exercising  against  those  who  required  the  greatest 
accommodation,  the  same  spirit  of  opposition  which 
manifested  itself  on  the  preceding  day.  The  press  of 
the  crowd  for  admission  exceeded,  if  possible,  the 
former  efforts  of  the  curious,  and  the  Court  was 
throi^ed,  even  in  such  a  degree  as  to  obstruct  the 
ingress  and  egress  of  witnesses,  long  before  the  pri- 
soners entered  the  Court. 

The  expectation  that  Thurtell  would  commence 
his  defence  upon  the  opening  of  the  Court,  was  the 
great  excitement.  The  bench  was,  as  before,  crowd- 
ed  witfi  magistrates,  among  whom  were  Lord  Veru- 
lam.  Lord  Errol,  Earl  Cowper,  Sir  J.  Sebright,  and 
Ostein  FitsBlaience. 
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THE  PRISONERS 

had  been  called  up  soon  after  seven,  and  conducted 
to  Mr.  Wilson^s  room,  in  the  gaol,  where  they  had  a 
comfortable  breakfast.  Shortly  after  eight  a  post- 
chaise  was  brought  to  the  prison  gate,  and  at  half- 
past  eight  a  lane  was  formed  through  the  crowd  which 
was  assembled  for  the  prisoners  to  pass.  Two  of  the 
turnkeys  then  mounted  the  box,  and  the  prisonern 
came  forth.  Thurtell  was  first,  and  looked  extremely 
well ;  on  getting  into  the  carriage  he  laughed  at  the 
curiosity  of  the  multitude ;  Hunt  followed  imme- 
diately, and  took  his  seat  beside  Thurtell,  with  whom 
he  immediately  began  a  conversation,  and  they  both 
smiled ;  but  the  smile  of  Hunt  was  forced,  and  his 
agitation  was  very  great. 

]Mr.  Jay  had  had  an  interview  with  Thurtell  in  the 
course  of  the  morning  to  arrange  his  defence.  Mr. 
Harmer  also  remained  for  some  time  with  Hunt,  to 
whom  he  intimated  his  intention  of  memorializing 
the  Crown  in  the  event  of  his  being  found  guilty. 

They  were  then  conducted  to  the  bar,  and,  as  they 
approached,  bowed  respectfully  to  the  Court.  They 
were  both  dressed  as  wc  described  on  the  previous 
day,  with  tlie  exception  of  Thurtell,  who  wore  a 
white  handkerchief  instead  of  a  black  stock.  Thur- 
tell looked  assured ;  he  held  in  his  left  hand  some  ma- 
nuscripts^  and  had  near  him  a  blue  pocket-handker- 
chief filled  with  books  and  other  papers,  which  he 
carefully  assorted  upon  the  desk  near  him.  Hunt 
looked  dispirited.  They  sat  close  to  each  other  in 
the  dock,  and  appeared  to  converse  together  on  the 
most  friendly  terms. 

THE  TRIAL 

was  then  resumed;  At  nine  o'clock,  Mr.  Justice 
Park  took  his  seat  on  the  tiench,  and  all  the  witnesses 
for  the  prisoners,  (except  Mr.  Wadeson,  who  was 


to  be  first  cftHed.)  bdtig  ordered  oat  of  Court,  iba 
•fonowing  additional 

EVIDENCE  FOR  THE  CROWN 

wu  taken ;  Mr.  Justice  Park  examinlDg  both  Oa 
vitnesses  himself. 

JOHN  RUTHVEN,  (the  Bow-street  officer,) 
deposed  as  follows : — I  know  Conduit-atreet,  HaDo- 
Ter-square ;  I  think  Tetsoll's  house  is  on  that  side  o^ 
Conduit-street  that  is  in  the  parish  of  St.  George, 
Hanover-square ;  Whitcomb-street  is  also  in  tbia 
County  of  Middlesex. 

Cross-exnmined  by  Mr.  Andrews.  I  had  Probert 
in  custody  at  Mr.  NtehoUon's  at  Gill's  Hill,  on  the 
Tuesday ;  he  was  not  in  my  care  while  the  Coro* 
ner's  Inquest  was  sitting.  He  had  not  at  that  time 
expressed  a  wish  that  I  ^ould  convey  any  message  to 
the  Coroner  or  Magistrates.  I  subsequently  told 
him  tliat  if  he  had  any  such  wish,  I  should  convey  it, 
as  he  said  that  he  wished  to  explain  something.  I 
■aid  that  was  no  answer,  end  wished  him  to  say  di< 
rectly  what  message  I  should  convey.  He  then  said 
that  he  wished  to  have  communication  with  the  Ma- 
gistrates. This  took  place  two  days  after  Hunt  had 
made  an  acknowledgment.  Before  that,  Probert  de- 
nied all  knowledge  of  the  transaction. 

THOMAS  THURTELL.  I  observed  that  Hunt 
had  on  a  suit  of  black  clothes  on  the  Friday.  He 
wore  the  same  on  the  next  day.  I  do  not  know 
whose  they  were  I  knew  that  he  did  wear  some 
clothes  of  my  brother's.  Hunt  was  very  badly  off  in 
in  the  world,  and  had  borrowed  clotlies  from  my  bro- 
tber  and  money  from  me.  I  saw  Hunt  on  the  Sundajr 
monting,  when  he  had  the  same  clothes  on  alto  ; — 
bnt,  after  dinner,  on  the  Sunday,  he  wai  beUer 
dressed. 
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With  the  evidence  of  these  two  witoesiefl  the  case 
for  the  Crown  closed,  and  at  this  moment  the  great- 
est anxiety  was  manifested  throughout  the  whole 
Court.  The  fact  of  the  prisoner  being  about  to  ad- 
di:ess  the  Jury,  being  communicated  to  those  without, 
the  pressure  for  admission  was  renewed,  and  jewery 
avenue  was  crowded  almost  beyond  endurance. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  addressed  the  prisoner,  Thurtell, 
as  follows : — '*  John  Thurtelt,  tliis  is  the  time  that  it 
becomes  your  duty  to  make  your  defence/* 

A  solemn  pause  ensued  Thurtell,  who  was 
standing  forward  in  the  dock,  bowed  respectfully, 
and  in  a  low  tone  said  a  few  words  to  Mr.  Jay,  his 
solicitor,  who  stood  close  to  him. 

Mr.  Jay  then  addressed  the  Judge.  My  Lord, 
my  client  wishes  to  call  his  witnesses  first. 

Mr.  Justice  Pabk.  I  cannot  in  my  capacity 
attend  to  wishes  ;  I  must  abide  strictly  by  the  rules  of 
tlie  Court.  This,  therefore,  is  the  proper  time  for 
the  prisoner  making  his  defence. 

Thurtell  then  retrograded  a  few  feet  in  the  dock, 
and  placing  himself  in  an  oblique  direction  towards 
the  bench,  and  with  his  face  to  the  Jury-box,  in  a 
firm,  sustained,  and  graceful  attitude,  addressed  the 
Court  as  follows : — 

THURTELL'S  DEFENCE. 

My  Lord,  and  you.  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 

Under  the  pressure  of  greater  difiiculties  than, 
perhaps,  it  has  ever  before  fallen  to  the  lot  of  man  to 
sustain,  I  now  appear  before  you  to  vindicate  my 
character,  and  preserve  my  hfe.  But  appalling  ai 
are  these  difiiculties,  I  have  been  supported  under 
the  impression  that  the  hour  would  arrive  when  I 
should  be  enabled  to  defend  myself  in  a  land  of  li« 
berty  and  fairness,  before  tliat  tribunal  which  the 
free  institutions  of  my  country  have  awarded  to  the 
accused  ;  namely,  an  enlightened  Court,  and  a  Jury 
of  twelve  fellow-subjects,  uninfluenced  by  prejudice 
and  unawed  by  power. 


THE  O&HUVIt.  *fl03 

I  hare  been  repretented  bj  thtt  Pabiid  PreM, 
whidi  carries  on  rapid  vings  to  tiie  extremity  of  thn 
land,  either  benefttn  or  ciinies,  as  a  man  the  most 
dejiraved,  tlie  most  habitually  iivoligutf,  tlic  most 
gratuitously  cnie),  that  has  appeared  in  modem  times. 
I  have  been  represented  as  a  murderer,  who  had  per- 
petrated his  crime  with  greater  atrocity,  and.under 
circumstances  of  more  premeditated  malice,  than  any 
that  has  hitherto  been  heard  of  in  the  sad  catalogue 
of  criminals.  I  have  been  stigmatized  as  a  callous, 
cruel,  heartless,  remorseless,  prayerless  villain,  who 
had  seduced  his  friend  into  a  sequestered  path,  in 
order  the  more  securely  to  despatch  him.  I  have 
been  described  as  a  viper,  who  had  nestled  in  the 
bosom  of  my  victim  with  the  preconcerted  intention 
of  striking  a  surer  blow — as  a  monster  who,  having 
committed  a  deed  of  horror,  at  which  our  ccunmon 
nature  recoils,  and  humanity  stands  aghast,  endea- 
voured to  extinguish  the  upbraidings  of  conscience  in 
the  tumults  of  debauchery.  These  have  been  the 
descriptions  given  of  me,  not  alone  daily,  but  I  may 
say  hourly  by  the  public  Journals,  and  communicated 
from  one  extremity  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other. 

You,  Gentlemen,  have  no  doubt  read  them  ;  I 
will  not  say  that  you  have  been  influenced  by  them  ; 
but  it  would  exact  too  much  from  the  common  virtue 
of  human  nature  to  suppose  that  men  could  entirely 
divest  themselves  of  impressions  so  successively  re- 
peated, or  that  they  could  dispossess  themselves  of 
those  feelings — those  creditable  feelings,  I  will  say— 
which  such  statements,  if  justified,  were  calculated  to 
excite.  But  I  feel  satisfied.  Gentlemen,  that,  as  far 
as  it  is  possible,  you  come  to  this  investigation  with 
minds'  unbiassed,  and  judgments  unaffected  by  the 
atrocious  slanders  which  have  been  published  against 
me,  I  feel  assured  that  you  will  decide  as  becomes 
the  character  of  that  sacred  office  with  which  you  are 
invested. 

Gnilt,  of  such  a  complexion  as  that  iihputed  to  me 
ia  not  the  custom  of  this  land  ;  it  must  have  sprung 
2  d3 
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from  an  imnte  prineiplet  which  mufll-h«r#  adtiMed 
tQ  maturity  by  a  continued  practice  in  crime.  It 
moit  have  **  grown  with  my  growth,  and  strcDgthened 
with  my  strength  ;"  but  you  shall  hear  from  men  of 
the  most  unblemished  reputation,  of  the  moit  unim* 
peachable  veracity,  that  at  least  there  was  a  period 
of  my  life  when  the  bosom  of  him  who  now  itands 
before  you  as  an  accused  murderer,  throbbed  with 
the  most  gentle  and  kindly  feelings  of  affection  and 
sympathy,  and  that  my  faults  were  those  of  an  impro- 
vident generosity  and  an  unsuspecting  confidence.  Be* 
ware  then.  Gentlemen,  of  preconceived  opinions ;  oh, 
beware  of  an  anticipated  verdict !  Believe  not,  that 
the  years  of  a  no  very  lengthened  existenoe  have  per- 
verted those  natural  feelings  of  benevolence;  and, 
indeed  nature  musk  have  taken  a  refluent  course  in  my 
heart,  if  these  qualities  of  early  life  were  succeeded 
by  vices  which  only  demons  could  feel ;  rather  do  me 
the  justice  to  believe,  that  they  are  the  slanderous 
imputations  disseminated  by  that  press  which  was 
wont  to  be  the  shield  of  innocence,  but  which,  in  my 
case,  and  in  the  want  of  other  intelligence,  lias  pan- 
dered to  the  worst  feelings  of  our  nature. 

Gentlemen,  my  entrance  into  life  was  under  cir- 
cumstances the  most  auspicious ;  I  was  re  ared  by  a 
Idnd,  affectionate,  and  religious  mother,  who  taught 
my  lips  to  utter  their  first  accents  in  praise  of  that 
Being  who  guides  tlie  conduct  of  your  hearts,  and  of 
the  learned  Judge  upon  the  Bench.  My  youthful 
steps  were  directed  by  a  father,  conspicuous  for  the 
possession  of  every  good  quality,  but,  above  all,  for 
his  unaffected  piety.  On  leaving  my  parental  homo 
I  entered  the  service  of  our  late  revered  monarch, 
wlio  was  emphatically  styled  the  father  of  his  people. 
For  years  I  had  the  honour  of  holding  his  conunission, 
and  served  under  his  colours,  and  I  may  justly  take 
the  credit  to  assert,  that  I  never  disgraced  the  one, 
nor  tarnished  the  other.  I  have  done  my  country 
some  service.  I  have  fought  and  bled  for  her,  and 
iu  her  cause  have  never  feared  to  draw  the  steel 
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against;  an  open  foe,  against  my  country  a  eaemy. 
But  to  raise  the  assassin  s  arm,  and  that  too  against 
an  unsuspecting  friend !  believe  it  not ;  it  is  horrid, 
monstrous,  and  incompatible  with  every  feeling  of 
my  heart,  and  every  habit  of  my  life. 

Amongst  the  numerous  other  vices  attributed  to 
me,  it  has  been  said  that  I  have  been  what  is  termed 
a  sporting  man,  a  gambler.  To  that  accusation, 
with  a  true  penitence  of  heart,  I  plead  guilty.  I 
was  a  gambler  some  time  past ;  but  tlireo  years  have 
|K)w  elapsed  since  I  entered  a  gaming-house,  or  was 
present  at  a  horse-race,  or  other  sporting  cxliibition ; 
but  even  had  the  charge  been  true,  had  I  continued 
the  practice,  I  am  yet  to  learn  why  such  a  vice  is 
unpardonable  in  me ;  why  I  am  to  be  thrust  out  of 
the  pale  of  society  for  the  practice,  when  iiah*  ttie 
nobility  set  the  example,  and  the  most  cniiglitened 
Btatesmen  have  been  my  apologists.  True,  too  true, 
I  have  been  a  gambler,  but  an  unfortunate  one  !  My 
afflicted  family  have  been  the  only  sulVerers,  and  my- 
self the  only  victim.  1  feci  that  1  labour  under  jjreat 
disabilities,  but  you  know  froui  th:it  authority  that 
never  errs,  that  the  human  heart  is  deceitful  above  all 
things.  Beware,  tlien,  I  repeat,  in  tlic  discharge  of 
your  sacred  duty,  of  preconceived  impressions,  bowurc 
of  an  anticipated  verdict ! 

It  has  been  the  remark  of  one  of  the  sages  of  anti- 
quity, tliat  no   man  starts   decidedly  wicked;    and 
ttiough  I  fear  it  will  be  too  long  a  trespass  on  your 
attention,  yet  I  am  compelled,  by  the  circumstcmccs 
in  which  I  am  placed,  to  lay  before  you  the  details 
€>f  my  past  life,  calling  upon  you  to  extend  to  my 
conduct  the  benefit  of  such  a  truth.    I  fear  it  may  be 
tiresome,  but  calumniated  and  charged  as  I  am,  what 
l)08om  can  refuse  the  sigh  ?  What  eye  can  deny  a  tear  ? 
Though  my  pencil  were  dipped  in  the  hues  of  heaven, 
it  were  still  impossible  to  portray  the  feelings  that 
at  this  moment  actuate  me.     Wlien  you,  who  are  to 
decide  on  my  fate,  carry  in  your  mind  the  great 
hazard  in  which  I  stand ;  when  you  reflect  upon  the 
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state  of  feeling  which  nnat  accompany  a  mind  for  a 
long  time  ill  at  ease ;  when  it  ii  recollected  that  I 
have  been  grouly  injured  by  those  from  whom  1  had 
a  right  to  expect  kindness,  you  will,  I  am  sure,  feel 
disposed  to  pity  the  sufferer,  and  forgive  his  ram- 
blings. 

The  close  of  tiie  last  war,  which  shed  a  brighter 
lustre  than  ever  before  beamed  on  the  glories  of  our 
common  parent  land,  cast  a  shadow  on  my  fortimei. 
Having  ceased  to  be  actively  employed  in  military 
service,  I  unhappily  was  induced  to  enter  into  the 
commercial  world :  I  entered  it  under  the  influence 
of  all  those  romantic  feelings  which  the  habits  of  a 
soldier's  life  had  strengthened,  but  which  were  as 
hostile  to  my  commercial  pursuits  as  they  were  con- 
genial with  my  military  attachments.  I  considered 
my  commercial  connexion  in  the  same  light  as  I  was 
wont  to  view  a  military  mess,  and  my  fellow-dealen 
as  brother  officers.  I  laid  myself  bare  to  the  claims 
of  tlie  avaricious  and  the  unfortunate ;  I  relieved  the 
distresses  of  the  one,  and  was  injured  by  the  designs 
of  the  other.  No  fortune  was  competent  to  sustain 
this  double  drain  to  which  it  was  subjected.  I  be- 
came a  bankrupt!  My  solicitor,  who  had  been  my 
earliest  friend,  the  friend  of  my  bosom,  became  a 
traitor,  and  I  found  him,  in  the  hour  of  my  embar- 
rassment, in  the  ranks  of  my  bitterest  enemies. 

From  the  examination  of  my  affairs,  I  had  reason! 
to  form  the  most  confident  grounds  of  re-establish- 
ment. I  had  hoped  to  re-assume  my  station — to  be 
again  restored  to  the  respect  of  my  connexions — to 
bo  again  in  possession  of  that  self-esteem  which  I 
value  above  all ; — but  a  baleful  influence  intervened. 
Too  frequently,  alas,  does  tlic  over-reaching  avarice 
of  one,  running  counter  to  tlie  feelings  and  interests 
of  the  other  creditors,  destroy  for  ever  the  prospects 
of  the  unhnppy  debtor.  Such  was  my  misfortune. 
Thomas  Osborne  Springfield  was  my  assignee.  X 
had  procured  the  signature  of  some  creditors,  and  the 
promises  of  almost  the  whole,  to  obtain  a  supersedeas 
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of  tide  ConuniBtion  of  Bankraptcy;  but  when  I 
thought  tfie  wmter  of  my  fortune  had  passed  away» 
and  that  Che  blossoms  of  hope  were  ripening,  a  chiU 
ling  finost  came  to  blight  them.  My  principal  credit 
tor  demanded  three  hundred  pounds  for  his  signature  ; 
in  this  demand  he  was  backed  by  my  own  soh'citor^ 
who  was  also  his.  I  spurned  tlie  dishonourable  offer, 
and  in  so  doing  was  cut  off  from  the  prospect  of  re- 
trieving my  fortune,  and  cast  upon  the  world,  tlie 
dupe  of  many,  and  despised  by  all. 

My  brother,  Thomas  Thurtell,  shortly  after  ar- 
rived in  London;  and  availing  himself  of  my  assist- 
ance, embarked  in  the  silk  trade.     Ills  warehouse 
was  accidentally  destroyed  by  fire — accidentally,  I 
repeat,  as  has  been  proved  by  the  decision  of  a  Jury, 
at  a  trial  at  which  the  Learned  Judge  who  sits  on  the 
Bench  presided;  and  yet  this  calamity  was  made  the 
occasion  of  an  attempt  to  fix  on  me  the  crime  of  re- 
moving fraudulently  the  goods — those  goods  which 
the  verdict  of  a  Jury  had  decided  to  have  been  des« 
troyed  by  an  accidental  fire,  and  of  the  truth  and  jus- 
tice of  which  decision  the  most  unexceptionable  evi- 
dence and   most  unequivocal  corroboration  will  be 
given  in  the  approaching  trial  on   the  alleged  con- 
spiracy*.    But  yhcre.  Gentlemen,  does  the  real  con- 

*  The  foUowing  are  the  particulars  of  the  transaction  refcr- 
Ted  to.  About  twelve  months  a<(o,  Thoinas  Thurtell  Utak  a  warc- 
liouse  in  Watling-ittreet,aii(l  effected  an  insurance  in  the  County 
I'lre  Office  on  his  stock.  His  brother  John  was  to  conduct  the 
concern,  but  jmt  before  the  business  commenced,  the  premises 
irere  consQined  by  fire,  and  a  claim  was  made  on  the  ofllcc  for 
£  1900,  as  the  value  of  tlie  goods  alleged  to  have  been  de- 
stroyed. The  iNiyment  of  the  sum  was  resisted  by  the  oiHee,  in 
consequence  ot  various  suspicious  circumstances  that  ap|)eared 
in  the  transaction.  Thomas  Thurtell,  however,  brou<^ht  nis  ac- 
tion against  the  County  Fire-Office,  and  obtained  a  verdict, 
principally  through  the  evidence  of  his  brother  John,  who 
swore  to  the  value  of  the  properly  consumed.  Some  circum- 
stances growing  out  of  the  trial  brought  new  facts  to  light,  and 
an  indictment  was  preferred  and  found  against  Thomas  and 
John  llinrteU,  and  others,  for  a  conspiracy  to  defraud  the  office. 
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spiracy  exist  ?  where,  lut  in  the  nets  toid  eaq^edfente 
of  a  prosecutor?  Yes,  (jentlenfen,  the  eomfiiraSy 
will  be  found  in  the  suborning  of  evidence,  in  t^ 
purchasing  of  witnesses,  in  the  acts  of  a  man,  the  jM- 
tended  corrector  of  abuses,  a  s])ecious  assertor  of 
liberty,  who  has  dared  to  hoist  the  standard  of  rebel- 
lion in  the  front  of  the  Palace  of  his  Sovereign.  He 
is  of  that  description,  who  have  just  head  enough  to 
contrive  a  critne,  but  possess  not  a  heart  to  feel  for 
its  consequences  to  others. 

I  have,  my  Lord,  perhaps,  given  too  free  an  ex- 
pression to  my  feelings,  but  borne  down  as  I  hare 
been  by  calumny  and  falsehood,  the  victim  of  acea- 
muiated  slanders,  it  is  impossible  to  confine  myself  to 
very  measured  language — 

The  flesh  ^viU  quiver  where  the  pincers  tear, 
The  blood  will  follow  where  the  kuife  is  drivcu. 

You  have  been  told.  Gentlemen,  amongst  its 
other  unfounded  calumnies,  by  the  public  press,  that 
a  Mr.  Woods  has  asserted,  that  he  was  inveigled  into 
a  house  in  Manchester  buildings,  where  he  supposed 
it  was  intended  to  murder  him,  and  that  he  saw  me 
standing  in  the  passage.  Happily,  I  am  enaUefl,  if 
such  a  charge  were  at  issue,  to  prove,  from  the  un- 
questionable testimony  of  some  most  respectable  indi- 
viduals, that  I  was,  at  the  time  I  am  thus  described 
to  be  in  Manchester-buildings,  in  the  city  of  Norwich. 
Of  Woods  I  shall  say  no  more  at  present :  I  abstaiii 
from  doing  so  from  feelings  of  delicacy  towards  a 
most  worthy  female.  In  j)roof  of  my  respect  for 
her,  I  grant  to  Woods  tlie  mercy  of  my  silence*. 


hv  wJHfully  sottinjf  fire  to  Ihc  promises.  Upon  this  ii.«.^.».«,». 
T^hoiiias  Thurtcll  has  been  committed  to  Newgate,  where  Iib 
now  awaits  his  trial  on  this  awful  charge. 

*  Thurtell  and  Woods  were  said  to  have  been  rival  ailon 
for  the  hand  of  Miss  Novcs,  and  the  report  to  which  the  priiO* 
ner  so  indignantly  refers,  imputed  to  him,  the  iatentkni  of  al 
once  ridding  himself  of  a  rival,  and  possessing  himself  of  tbe 
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IVhen,  I  ask.  Gentlemen,  did  it  ever  before  happen 
to  a  British  subject,  to  be  calletl  to  answer  for  his 
Kfe  under  such  an  accumulation  of  unfounded  calum- 
nies—4uch  a  mass  of  commented  obloquy  ?     ^Vhen 

fnjicTiy  of  his  victim,  bv  iiiiikiiic:  him  tho  first  5;acriftre  to  an 
organi'/c^  s^stom  of  assassination.  Ih*.'  foilriMiii;r  ]>  an  ab- 
stract of  the  report,  which  appean.'d  in  mobt  of  tlie  Joi.riial-,  of 
the  (!av. 

"  It  is  stated  that  a  plan  had  beon  ors^anized  hv  «•  ifouir.  at 
the  head  of  which  were  Thiirtell,  Hunt,  and  Probert,  h\  uhlch 
the  lives  of  all  perstins,  who  vvcn?  «-itl!er  obn(i\i<)iis  i-.t  th».'  par- 
ties, or  whose  deaths  would  load  to  lh»'  |>osM»ssion  of  propL-rt\, 
wrere  to  he  sacrifice*!.  MaH<:ho<Jter-!juil(Iii:;;v.  C'ani:ipi.-n»w, 
AVestminster,  was  chosen  i'cr  iln'  srei:«'  «»f  l!"j><'  drcadfi:! 
doings;  and  considering  tlic  virinity  of  the  river,  uiid  tlif  faci- 
lity thence  afTorded  of  flo?>linu  th'^  hodi^s  of  ihr*ir  victims  dnwn- 
ward  to  the  ocean,  th^*  situation  was  h!it  too  v,r»ll  i:(h:pif_!|  iVjr 
the  purpose.  A  hou^-e  in  ^ianchestcr-bnildiii^  ;  v.rs  iJi!»»*n  un- 
der the  pretence  of  ThurtcU's  carryinvc  on  lUoti*  IiIn  n]d  ( crnpa- 
tionofa  bomhasin  merchant,  but  it  wa^  whollv  v  itliuit  fnrni- 
tare;  and  whoever  considers  the  situation  nin^t  h-.r  cM.iniiiced 
that  a  wholesale  warehouse  tliero  was  tntir*  Iv  oi!t .  \  tl-.i*  r\n'<' 
tion.  It  could  be  tak(Mi  for  no  oth^r  ])in'|)  )ses  than  llior  c  oi  j-.sb- 
berv  and  murder;  and  there  is  litlh*  donfit  that  this  more  '-e- 
questered  spot  was  selected  for  both.  It  doL's  not,  j;ov,^-vcr,  ap- 
pear that  any  person  has  fallen  a  victim  to  this  diahohVal 
scheme,  althousrh  .1  Mr.  Woods  has  had  a  very  Ti;irro^\  o^cajM.', 
as  will  appear  from  the  following  statement : — 

•*  On  the  morning  of  Monday,  Octoljer  7lh,  ahoul  a  (luartc-r 
before  se\-en  o'clock,  a  man,  habitedas  a  jounv.ynuiu  rarji'Mi- 
ter,  about  five  feet  eight  or  nine  inches  high,  ctf  dark  cuniplex- 
lon,  and  with  large  black  whiskers,  ciillrd  at  Mr.  WochIn'  rosi- 
dence,  and  stated  that  a  lady  of  the  name  of  lirew,  with  >\liom 
Mr.  W.  was  well  acquainted,  was  desirous  of  s('(.'i?ig  him  u\Hm 
some  important  business,  at  a  house  in  a  street  in  W  cstminster, 
the  name  of  which  he  did  not  know,  but  it  was  a  siPM-t  just  be- 
yond the  IIorse-Guards.  Mr.  Wowls  was  not  saiisfnd  with  the 
account,  and  qaestioned  him  as  to  the  cause  of  ^Its.  Ih-.w  h^ing 
in  Westminster,  as  she  resided  at  Kensington.  His  aoswt  r  was, 
that  she  was  stopping  at  a  friend's  house,  and  wi^fln'd  to  sec 
Mr.  W.  that  morning  as  she  was  going  out  of  to-.ui.  I'lwnthis, 
Mr.  Woods  accompanied  him  to  Manclicstcr  Buildings,  where 
he  stopped  at  No.  10,  which  Mr.  W.  immediately  saw  was  an 
uinhabited  house.  The  door  being  ajar,  his  su>picions  were 
awakened  that  all  was  not  correct,  and  lie  desinid  the  man  to 
step  in,  and  teU  Mrs.  Brew  that  he  (Mr.  W  )  was  there.  Tlie 
man  entered,  and  having  proceeded  along  the  hall  or  passage  as 
far  as  the  back-parlour  door,  Mr.  Wowls  saw  John  Thurtell 
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Las  it  ever  before  occurred,  tliat  tlic  very  actions  of  a 
man's  life,  which,  if  truly  known,  would  have  rc- 
c!ounded  to  his  credit,  have  been,  by  a  strange  perver- 
sion, construed  into  proofs  of  guilt?  and  by  that 
press,  too,  which  ought  to  be  the  shield  of  innocence, 
t!io  avciigcr  of  oppression,  the  detector  of  falsehood, 
s'.nd,  above  all,  the  strongest  support  of  that  best  se- 
curity of  Englisli  liberty — Trial  by  Jury  !  By  that 
{.re.ss,  I  say,  all  these  slanders  have  been  heaped 
upon  inc  before  trial ;  niy,  it  has  whetted  the  public 
;iTj]jetite  for  slnndors  still  more  atrocious.  That  cn- 
jirine  which,  in  other  cases,  would  have  operated  to 

^sp:  ing  fro?rj  t!;c  brii-k-pnrl'inr  and  slrikr  tlio  man  a  hoavy  blow, 
which  knocked  him  wilh  £;roat  irioleiirp  acrainst  th**  opposili* 
wiilL  Thi'  man  hallooed  out  somothiiiir  \ihich  Mr.  Woods  tlid 
ii<  t  uist:)jcil>  luulerslcuid,  hut  to  thu  t>(lect  tliat  Thurtell  had 
iin^tHkon  Iii.s  man.  31r.  \V.  inimciliatclj  reti.'i'd,  ami,  on  li-ik- 
i,';^  hack  from  thi;  end  of  the  strc'.'t,  h«'  saw  the;  mcsscns;er  at 
ths  door  of  the  hunse  £^a7ini;  after  him,  hut  not  atteniptii:^  any 
pursuit.  I.  |X)n  this  IVJr.  W.  waited  on  the  son  of  Mrs.  Brew, 
and  was  infoiined  by  him  that  that  lady  hud  Ix^en  for  three 
'^^f.'^k-i  in  the  Isle  of  Man.  M'hal  fonows  is  verv  niv.storioi*s. 
t''u  his  return  honns  he  found  tlie  fallow  in;;  letter,  vhifh  had 
hce'Ji  h*ft  at  his  residcrce  h^  a  man  of  hhah!)y  aj>p":irJince,  al- 
R:  i>t  immediately  on  his  (quitting  the  iiouso  witii  the  mcs- 
>  I'j^^er. 

IKar  Sir, 

An  nnixhoMn  friend  infurms  \ou  tlia'  fl  :rv  is  a  ^iriC 
I  \il  ajjair.sl  you  fur  £\ii.  ;  kc.-p  out  of  the  ^va^  till  alkr  Friuay 
r.i\t. 

In  the  evening  of  tlie  .>amc  day  hi*  rc(-.i\ed   the  following 
littor  al>o: — 

iSir,  Alonday  Aft'^nifjon,  Tour  o'Clock. 

I  am  baiip^  to  inform  yon,  that  .in  unknown  friend  of 
\.'.i:.'S  ./'  settled  the*  action,  which  you  ir//»vi' aoont  to  be  ar- 
n'St''d  fur  this  mornin;j  for  £ifi.and  co:^ts  ;  l!."r;.'roro  von  !inn* 
It  I  I  I**"/'  in  make  yourself  uneasy  abdut  U.  1  n:ider^tai:'l 
y*m  ar'*  ir.dehled  to  a  Mr.  Co7.f»ns  for  his  int-'rfinvr,'  in  this  r.n- 
i»vntl" manly  act.  1  am,  Sir,  yours . 

Ciiflord's-Inn.  Joh.n  Ci-iRKi:. 

'J'n*  infcriMiee  drav/n  from  this  statement  ^as  thit  th«*  first 
1 1. 7t».' was  fur  the  purpose  of  pn'ventin;^  an\  inquiry  alter  Mr. 
WfM;d,  bad  his  intcniird  as>  osination  l>ecn  earned  into  cMtiect« 
until  suHieient  time  had  ela  «d  for  bis  body  to  have  beiNi  ff- 
fecluall-  disi)Osea  of. 
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refute  the  imputed  falsehood*  has  been  employed  to 
give  a  deeper  dye  to  my  supposed  guilt.  Ouc  would 
have  thought  that  the  claims  of  au  honourable  service, 
spent  in  the  army  of  my  country,  would  have  pro- 
tected nie,  at  leas^,  till  the  day  of  trial,  from  such  a 
persecution^  if  they  did  not  go  to  dissipate  the  nume- 
rous calumnies  so  studiously  circulated  to  my  disad- 
vantage. 

Towards  me,  tlic  very  order  of  nature  has  been 
reversed.  The  few  days  of  my  late  misfortunes  have 
thrown  a  livid  shadow  over  the  glories  of  days  lonjj; 
past.  The  actions  of  my  life  have  been  misrepre- 
sented— every  kind  of  connexion  and  engagement 
%vhich  I  might  have  formed,  has  been  ransacked  to 
supply  the  magazine  of  slander.  You  have  been 
told*,  that  even  in  the  day  of  glory,  when  the  battle's 
rage  had  ceased,  and  the  peril  of  the  conflict  was 
over,  the  vanquished,  unoflending,  yielding,  nay. 
supplicating  foe — 

Here  the  prisoner  was  deeply  aflected,  and  shed 
tears.  ^Ir.  Justice  Park  said.  Sit  down,  sit  down. 
Thurtell  for  a  moment  gave  way  to  his  feelings,  but 
soon  resumed  his  wonted  firmness. 

You  have  been  told,  I  say,  that  the  yielding, 
vanquished,  supplicating  foe,  has  fallen  in  cold  blood 
beneath  my  cowardly  steel ;  that,  not  satisfied  with 
the  blood  of  my  victim,  I  coolly  set  to  phmder  his 
person.     Nay  more,  that,  with  a  folly  only  to  be 

*  Thurtell  here  allixles  to  an  anecdote  which  he  was  saki  t>> 
have  related  of  hiinself  in  a  conversation  \i'ith  Hunt,  after  their 
committal  to  Hertford  Gaol,  charged  with  the  present  murder. 
It  was  ijjiven  in  the  following  terms : — "lie  (Thurtell)  was  \shh 
the  English  at  the  storming  of  St.  Sebastian,  and  when  th«.»y 
entered  the  town,  he  saw  a  rolish  officer  in  the  French  service, 
leaning  against  the  wall,  '  seemingly  done  up  with  wowids  and 
hard  work' — *  I  thought  by  the  look  of  him,'  he  continuo), 
'  that  he  was  a  7106,  and  must  have  some  blunt  about  him — vo 
I  just  stuck  my  sword  in  his  ribs  and  settled  him  ;  and  I  fuuiid 
a  hundred  and  forty  doubloons  in  the  ■— 's  pocket  I— a  d — d 
good  booty  wasn't  it,  Joe  ?  '  taming  to  Hunt,  who  asseuV.^d 
v^ith  a  loud  laugh." 
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equalled  by  the  atrocity  of  such  an  act,  I  siAse- 
quently  boasted  of  the  raffianly  barbarity  as  the  ek* 
ploit  of  a  soldier !  Is  there  an  English  oflieer,  ia 
there  an  English  soldier,  or  an  Enghshman,  who«e 
heart  would  not  revolt  at  such  a  dastardly  deed  oE 
cold-blooded  cruelty  ?  Better,  far  better  had  it 
been,  ere  I  had  seen  this  day,  that  I  had  fallen  in 
honourable  conllict,  surrounded  by  my  bravo  com- 
panions, after  having  assisted  with  my  arm 

*  To  turn  the  tide  of  battle!' 

than  thus  to  be  home  down,  the  object  of  unrelent- 
ing  malignity.  I  should  have  been  covered  with 
honourable  dust.  My  family  might  then,  while 
mourning  for  my  loss,  have  blessed  my  memory,  and 
the  glory  of  such  a  death  w^ould  have  rolled  its  fireii 
into  the  fountain  of  their  sorrows ! 

Before,  my  Lord,  I  proceed  to  read  the  remarks 
on  the  evidence  which  has  been  offered  in  support  of 
tlic  conspiracy  against  me,  I  take  the  liberty  to  re- 
turn my  sincere  thanks  to  the  High  Sheriff,  and  the 
magistrates  of  this  county,  for  their  kindness  and 
attention  tov»arcls  me.  I  cannot  allow  tb.o  present 
opportunity  to  pass  without  expressing  my  regret 
that  any  misunderstanding  should  have  arisen  be- 
tween the  llov.  Mr.  Lloyd  and  one  of  my  solicitors. 
I  hope  i\\\i\  trust  thut  all  angry  feelings  between  them 
have  now  subsided,  and  that  the  bonds  of  amity  are 
ratiiicd.  To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Franklin,  the  Chaplain 
of  tho  prison,  I  owe  my  acknowlcilgments  for  his 
unremitting  attentions,  and  his  virtsious  exertions  to 
inspire  me  with  the  awful  truths  of  religion.  Hi^ 
exertions  to  awaken  me  to  such  considerations  Iiave 
trebly  armed  me  to  meet  with  lirmness  the  trial  of 
this  day.  Though  last,  not  least,  allow  me  to  men- 
tion Mr.  ^\'ils:)^,  the  governor  of  the  prison,  whose 
:al:i. iiy  conduct  I  can  never  forget,  ^lemory  must 
be  indeed  extinct,  and  mv  heart  cold  for  ev<?r,  when 
it  ceases  to  beat  for  the  prosperity  of  himself  and 
family. 
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The  prisoner  here  paused,  and  dranK  a  glass  of 
water.  He  tihen  opened  a  paper  containing  written 
remarks,  from  which  he  read  as  follows : — 

I  will  now.  Gentlemen,  call  your  attention  to  the 
evidence  in  tliis  case,  which  you  will  remark,  instead 
of  being  clear,  consistent,  irresistible,  is  so  far  unlike 
the  evidence  usually  adduced  in  support  of  so  awful 
ft  charge,  that  it  is  contradictory,  inconsistent,  and 
derived  from  the  mouths  of  persons  who  have  been 
willing  to  save  their  own  lives  by  any  sort  of  false- 
hood or  injustice  towards  others. 

Tiic  fu'st  witness  is  Beesou  ;  he  has  told  you  thiit 
there  are  several  roads  to  Probert's  cottage,  so  tiiat 
the  inference  drawn  from  the  circuinstanre  of  tlie  gig 
being  seen  with  tlie  head  from  Batler's  Green  is  now 
done  away.  lie  also  mentions,  that  he  went  out  to 
searcli  for  the  body,  and  that  those  who  souglit  were 
utterly  at  a  loss  for  it  till  they  were  told  where  it 
"was  by  Hunt.  Hunt  could  inform  them  where  tli? 
Lbdy  was,  and  why  could  he  do  so,  but  because  he 
had  deposited  it  himself. 

Beeson  also  told  you  that  one  person  co'.ild  not  [).ive 
tlirown  the  body  into  the  pond  wheie  it  was  fcunil. 
Now  what  proof,  I  shall  ask  you,  is  tl'.erc  tlhit  tl;.' 
body  ever  was,  as  has  been  alleged,  in  PioScrfs 
pond?  None  but  the  evidence  of  Probert.  1  nIk.II 
lay  before  you,  at  the  proper  time,  wluit  appc:irs  [.» 
me  to  be  a  view  of  the  probabilities  of  this  pari'  of 
the  case.  There  was  also,  Beeson  tells  voii,  ;i  Kir^e 
pond  near  the  small  one  in  which  tiic  body  vra« 
found.  Who  could  have  chosen  the  smulicr  TjoMil  bur 
a  person  acquainted  with  the  country  ?  \Vm  cmiid 
possibly  have  known  tlitit  the  larger  i)ond  v/as  soir.c- 
times  dry,  and  the  small  one  not?  NVho  but  Proheit 
himself?  It  appeared,  in  an  answer  given  to  a  judi- 
cious question  of  the  learned  Judge,  that  both  liic 
sack  in  which  the  body  was  enveloped,  and  tlie  cord 
with  which  it  was  tied,  were  bought  by  Hunt. 

I  pass  over  the  evidence  of  Field  and  l^psoii  as 
inunaterial.     The  next  evidence  is  that  of  Rexwor- 
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thy.  Rexworthy,  you  must  recollect,  is,  from  his 
own  account,  a  gambler,  and  a  supporter  of  gamblers; 
but  his  evidence,  if  worthy  of  any  consideration  at 
all,  contains  no  fact  tliat  is  material  against  me. 

The  next  witness  who  bears  upon  the  case  is  Ruth- 
ven,  who  produces  some  of  the  aiiicles  found  in 
rooni  at  Tetsalfs  when  I  was  apprehended ;  but  ther 
is  no  proof  that  these  articles  are  mine.  I  neve 
wear  white  neckcloths;  I  have  not  worn  a  whit 
neckcloth  for  two  years  till  this  day.  You  have  been 
told  there  was  another  person  in  the  same  room  with 
mc.  Now  let  mc  ask  you,  whether  it  was  prudent  on 
my  part,  if  I  had  done  ttie  act  with  which  I  am 
charged,  to  suffer  another  person  to  be  in  my  room, 
and  have  thus  allowed  him  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
covering my  guilt  ?  Mr.  Simmons  produced  a  red 
shawl  handkerchief,  which  was  proved  to  have  been 
worn  by  Hunt,  and  which  proved  nothing  against  me. 

I  now  come  to  the  only  evidence  which  at  all  con- 
nects me  with  the  crime  committed — ^the  evidence  of 
the  only  man  whose  testimony  points  at  me.  And 
wlio  is  he  ?  What  is  he  ?  He  is  himself  the  murderer. 
Is  it  credible  that  he  would  have  introduced  me,  just 
hot  from  slaughtering,  to  his  wife  ?  Where  was  the 
murder  committed  ?  A  quarter  of  a  mile  from  his  own 
house.  Where  was  the  body  found  ?  In  his  own 
pond.  AVlio  took  it  there?  Himself.  Who  took 
mc  to  Tetsall's  ?  Probert.  He  gives  here  the  true 
account  respecting  tlie  ten  pounds,  but  he  gave  a  dif- 
ferent one  before  the  Coroner  and  the  Magistrates. 
Is  such  a  man  to  be  believed?  Before  you  doom  a 
fellow-creature  to  an  ignominious  death,  I  conjure 
you  to  weigh  well  the  statements  of  Hunt  and  Pro- 
bert. 

Gentlemen,  are  you  to  consign  nie  to  an  igno- 
minious death  upon  such  evidence  as  this?  Can  you 
reconcile  the  difTerence  between  tlie  statements  of 
Hunt  and  Probert  ?  And  yet  tliese  men  have  been 
running  a  race  to  be  admitted  as  ap])rovers — these 
men  have  put  up  their  evidence  to  auction,  hoping  to 


find  tl  bribe  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  their  con- 
sciences. The  evidence  of  Probcrt  throughout  cJenrly 
.  tends  to  shew  that  the  proposal  of  murdering  Mr. 
Weare  was  famjliur  t<t  him.  He  tells  you  I  informed 
him  that  I  was  going  "  to  do"  for  Mr.  Wcare,  "  for 
he  had  robbed  me  of  several  hundreds.'*  Can  you 
believe  tlmt  I  was  sn  egregious  a  fool  us  to  make  such 
a  declaration  to  a  person  who  was  a  previous  stranger 
to  such  a  transaction  ? 

Probcrt  says,  I  told  Hunt  to  stop  at  certain  places 
on  the  road ;  he  was  a  stranger  to  that  part  of  the 
country,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Probcrt  both  say,  he 
never  was  at  tlicir  cottiigc  before,  Mr.  Wcare  was 
to  be  put  down  at  an  niipointcd  place.  Why?  be- 
cause Hunt  and  Probcrt  thought  Ihat  it  wi'.s  the  most 
proper  pliiec  to  commit  tlis  murder.  Look  at  Hunt's 
confession  before  the  magistriites,  and  Probert's  evi- 
dence yesterdiiy,  and  sec  whether  they  do  not  both 
say  that  this  was  the  particular  spot  intended  for  the 
sanguinary  deed.  Is  it  credible  that  Probert  would 
have  induced  a  stranger  to  visit  him  at  a  house  wlicre 
he  had  no  acconimod:ition  for  company  unless  he  had 
some  unfair  design  towards  him  ? 

It  is  in  evidence  thiit  Probert  advanced  twenty  shil- 
lings to  enable  Hunt  to  go  down  by  himself.  He 
clearly  did  not  take  him  in  his  gig,  and  in  going  down 
Hunt  was  allowed  to  ]uirchasc  a  loin  of  pork,  and 
pay  for  it  with  Probert's  money.  Is  not  tliis  the  con- 
duct of  men  who  wero  going  on  a  joint  business?  He 
said,  I  passed  him  four  miles  on  the  road,  and  he 
describes  Hunt  as  having  used  some  ambiguous  re- 
marks ;  and  therefore  I  believe  that  Hunt  and  Pro- 
bert enticed  Mr.  Wcare  near  the  fatal  spot,  and  that 
I  too  was  intended  as  their  victim.  I  think  it  is  clear 
"that  they  had  prepared  tliemselve.'i  for  this  bloody 
fcusine.ss,  by  the  quantity  of  brandy  and  water  which 
they  got  on  the  road.  Probcrt  tells  you  that  Hunt 
and  I  were  to  sleep  at  his  bouss.  According  to 
Mrs.  Probert's  account,  tliere  was  not  sufficient  cc- 
conimodation  for  us.    Why  did  he  then  invite  me 
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down  ?  Hie  motive  it  plain— ^hy«  in  order  to  east 
upon  me  the  odium  and  the  conaeqiiences  of  the  guilty 
deed  which  he  and  Hunt  had  meditated. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten,  that  there  was  no  spare 
bed  without  depriving  Miss  Noyes  of  hers.  Would 
you  have  done  otherwise  than  he  did?  Is  it  not  mani* 
fest  that  the  object  of  bringing  mc  there  was  to 
throw  all  suspicion  from  himself  upon  me?  The  con- 
versation which  Probcrt  attributes  to  me  on  the  night 
in  question  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  bis  own  inno- 
cence. Is  it  possible  that  I  sliould  have  introduced 
matters  of  such  great  and  awful  danger  to  a  man  like 
Probert,  if  he  himself  had  no  previous  intimation  on 
the  subject  ? 

Probert,  in  his  evidence,  has  not  failed  to  press 
into  his  service  (lie  n)ost  gratuitous  odium  upon  my 
character,  ami  has  invented  tilings  which  could  never 
have  been  said  by  me.  lie  says  I  told  him  that  I 
would  murder  Mr.  Barber  Beaumont  and  Mr.  Woods 
— the  latter  being  on  the  cvc  of  marrying  Mrs.  Pro- 
bert*s  sister,  and  then  keeping  company  with  her.  If 
such  had  been  my  intention,  is  it  credible  that  I  should 
have  mentioned  such  a  subject  to  Probert,  above  all 
otlier  persons  ? 

Observe  next  the  difference  between  the  evidence 
of  Probert  and  that  of  his  wife.  He  says  that  I  and 
Hunt  went  for  the  body  and  took  it  over  Mr.  War- 
die's  field  near  to  the  gate,  and  tliat  we  then  dragged 
it  to  the  bank  of  the  pond.  Mrs.  P.  says  we  took  it 
into  the  stable  and  dragged  it  down  the  walk  from 
the  stable  to  the  pond.  Probert  said  that  we  had  no 
lantern ;  but  Mrs.  Probert  winds  up  this  part  of  the 
story  by  saying  that  it  was  a  fine  moon-light  night. 
These  are  manifest  contradictions,  but  they  are  still 
more  obvious  when  you  come  to  consider  the  local 
situation  of  the  garden  in  which  they  lay  this  scene. 
The  garden,  as  described  by  Probert,  had  a  house  on 
one  side,  and  a  stable  on  tlie  other,  which  last  was  in 
such  a  situation,  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
have  seen  what  he  describes.  '  Probert  says,  that 
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after  this  be  went  to  bed  immediately ;  and  I  beg  jrou 
will  bear  it  in  mind  tliat  he  states,  tliat  ho  did  not 
get  up  next  morning  till  nine  o'clock,  a  fact  which  is 
flatly  contradicted  b^  tlic  evidence  of  his  servant  boy. 
Probert  states,  that  he  told  me  on  Sunday,  tliat  Mr. 
Nicholis  knew  all  about  this  business,  and  that  1  tlien 
said,  *  I  am  baked  ;*  and  yet  aflcr  this  warning  I  re- 
turned to  town,  to  tlie  place  where  I  usually  lived, 
and  where  I  was  well  known,  and  could  easily  have 
been  foiuid  at  any  lime,  and  where,  in  fact,  I  was 
foimd.  ,  Mrs.  Proberi  says  that  Hunt  came  down  in 
dirty  clothes,  and  that  those  very  clothes  were  seen 
en  him  on  the  Friday  night,  although,  previously  to 
his  leaving  London,  1  had  lent  him  sonic  ol'my  bro- 
ther's clothes,  which  lie  did  not  return  to  me  till 
Tuesday,  the  d.iy  before  my  apj)rchension.  Probert 
lias  told  you,  in  order  to  add  weight  to  his  testimony, 
that  on  the  Monday  1  took  his  servant  out  of  the  way, 
that  he  might  not  answer  questions;  but  the  truth  is, 
that  the  very  next  day  Probert  was  to  quit  his  cot- 
tage, having  received  a  regular  notice  to  quit  from 
his  landlord.    ^ 

Gentlemen,  I  will  not  disgust  you  by  many  more 
remarks  upon  this  cold-blooded  act.  I  cannot  hcl|) 
persuading  myself,  that  the  discrepancies  I  have  al- 
ready pointed  out  are  finite  sufficient  to  discredit 
such  witnesses  in  your  judgment ;  and  I  am  sure  at 
least  you  will  receive  with  great  caution  the  testi- 
mony of  such  a  man  as  Probert.  Between  him  and 
Hunt  you  will  bear  in  mind  that  there  has  been  a 
struggle  who  should  obtain  the  mercy  of  the  Crown. 
He  has  been  admitted  as  an  ajiprovcr,  and  tlioreforo 
every  word  of  his  testimony  must  be  regarded  with 
the  strongest  suspicion.  You  will  observe,  that  after 
much  prevarication,  and  after  swearing  in  his  exami- 
nation in  chief  that  he  did  not  come  down  stairs  on 
the  Saturday  morning  till  after  nine  o'clock,  he  re- 
fuses to  swear  that  it  was  so  late  as  eight,  although 
his  servant  boy  swears  it  was  but  seven.  You  will 
.  not  fail  to  have  remarked  on  the  character  of  this 
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witness.  It  was  wnmg  from  him  by  Mr.  Andrews 
ibat  he  had  six  or  seven  times  been  committed  by  thi 
Commissioners  under  his  bankruptcy,  for  perjury  -= 
yon  will  not  forget  that  he  introduced  Hunt  to  me^  > 
with  an  intention  which  is  now  too  manifest. 

The  disgusting  afTectation  with  which  Mrs.  Prober 1 

gave  her  evidence,  is  quite  sufficient  to  lay  her  credis^ 
under  the  strongest  suspicion ;  what  faith  can  you  pui 
in  the  testimony  of  a  female  who  confesses  that 
put  round  her  neck  the  gold  chain  which  had  beei 
plundered  from  the  murdered  man  ?    and  that  aftei 
the  sanguinary  tragedy  had  been  perpetrated,  sht 
called  upon  the  blood-stained  Hunt  to  sing  her 
song?     You  will  recollect  that  this  is  the  conduct of^ 
a  woman  who  well  knew  that  a  murder  had  just  been, 
committed,  and  that  the  hand  of  the  assassin,  whom 
she  called  upon  to  sing,  was  still  reeking  with  his  vic- 
tim's blood.     The  bare  statement  of  this  fact  is  suf- 
ficient to  overwhelm  her  as  a  witness,  and  render  her 
utterly  unworthy  of  her  sex.     I  must,  however,  call 
your  attention  to   some  of  the  facts  which  she  has 
stated.     She  says  she  saw  two  men  bring  a  horse  to 
take  the  body  out  of  the  back  gate ;  that  some  dig- 
ging took  place  on  the  spot ;  and  that  she  saw  the 
body  carried  out.     She  also  details  a  long  conversa- 
tion in  whispers   between  myself  and  her  husband, 
which,  she  says,  took  place  at  the  distance  of  a  flight 
of  stairs  from  one  door  to  another.     In  answer  to  a 
question  put  by  the  learned  Judge,  she  says  that  this 
long  conversation  was  after  she  had  seen  the  digging, 
and  yet  her  husband  says  that  immediately  after  leav- 
ing the  body  he  went  to  bed. 

Is  it  not  clear,  Gentlemen,  that  this  whispering, 
pretended  to  have  been  overheard,  was  a  scheme  set- 
tled between  Probcrt  and  his  wife  ?  I  know  not, 
but  I  believe  most  firmly,  that  the  body  never  was  in 
Probcrt's  pond.  From  Mrs.  Probert's  description 
of  what  is  called  the  garden  and  yard-gate,  you  will 
see  that  my  statement  is  confirmed,  as  well  also  by 
the  difference  between  her  and  her  husband*s  state- 
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explain  the  circumstance  of  the  supposed  grave,  by 
telling  you  that  it  was  a  potato  field,  and  that  the  po- 
tatoes were  taken  away  previously  to  Probert's  leav- 
ing the  cottage. 

Probert  said  that  the  body  was  stripped  by  the  side 
of  the  pond,  but  I  could  not  Icam  from  the  evidence 
on  which  side  it  was.  In  the  print  in  a  Sunday  News- 
paper of  November  9,  it  is  represented  to  have  been 
on  the  opposite  side  to  where  Mrs.  Probert  says  she 
saw  it  dragging.  From  tlio  evidence  of  Probert  and 
otiiers,  it  is  clearly  proved  that  Hunt  hired  the  horse 
And  gig,  and  got  every  thing  ready  on  tlie  occasion ; 
^md  fi'oni  the  evidence  of  Fleet  it  is  found  that  Hunt 
t;ook  the  shovel,  which  has  been  produced.  Probert 
supplied  tlie  sovereign  to  pay  Hunt's  expenses. 

I  beg  to  call  your  serious  consideration  to  the  evi- 
clence  of  Mr.  Clarke,  the  landlord  of  tlie  Wliite  Lion, 
^t  Edgeware.  You  will  remember  he  states,  tliat  as 
lie  was  returning  home,  he  met  a  gig  on  the  wrong 
side  of  the  road,  and  that  at  the  same  time  a  coacli 
>¥as  passing,  by  the  lamps  of  which  he  was  enabled  to 
<listiuguish  my  person*  Does  not  your  own  experi* 
cnce  prove  this  to  be  false  ?  And  I  now  hereby  de- 
clare  most  solemnly  that  it  is  utterly  false.  Is  it  pos- 
sible that  on  a  wide  road,  in  a  dark  night,  a  man 
passing  at  a  quick  rate,  being  thirty  yards  ofl*,  could 
be  able  to  distinguish  tiic  coimtenance  of  another  in 
an  opposed  gig,  by  the  lamps  of  a  coach  ?  Would 
not  the  lamps  in  such  a  case  hinder,  rather  than  assist 
the  view  ?  Does  not  every  night's  experience  prove 
this  ?  But  the  circumstance  of  my  being  on  the  off 
side,  and  having,  as  he  says,  a  gentleman  with  me^ 
is,  I  suboiit  to  you,  the  strongest  proof  that  he  could 
not  catch  a  glimpse  of  my  countenance.  We  all 
know,  according  to  general  principles,  that  when  a 
witness  tries  to  prove  too  much,  he  fails  in  every  par- 
ticular. The  testimony  of  Mr.  Clarke  is  therefore 
not  to  be  depended  upon,  and   I  shall  be  able  to 
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prove  that  be  is  a  man  on  whom  no  reliance  can  be 
placed. 

I  beg  also  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  evidence 
of  the  hackney-coachman  who  set  Mr.  Weare  dowiB. 
at  a  quarter  past  four  o'clock.     You  will  please  tx^ 
recollect  that  he  said  positively  it  was  half-past  four* 
when  the  deceased  left  his  coach ;  that  I  met  him^ 
and  assisted  in  carrying  away  his  bag.     Now  all  the 
other  witnesses  say  that  I  did  not  leave  Mr.  Tetsall's 
till  five.     These  facts  prove  that  I  could  not  be  the 
man  who  met  him,  and  establish  the  fact,  that  some 
other  person  must  have  met  tlie  deceased.     It  is  ob- 
vious, therefore,  that  this  coachman  is  also  introduced 
to  assist  in  the  conspiracy  against  me ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that,  if  he  had  been  allowed  to  see  me  in 
prison,  and  I  had  been  pointed  out,  he  too,  like  the 
other  witnesses,  would  have  identified  me. 

The  witness.  Freeman,  says  he  met  a  gig  in  Gill's- 
hill-lane ;  before  the  Magistrates  he  said  it  was  a 
yellow  gig,  but  now  he  says  he  never  did  say  so, 
although  to  my  perfect  recollection  he  did.  The 
evidence  of  Mr.  Clarke's  hostler  proves  tliat  the 
night  was  so  dark  that  it  was  impossible  to  distin- 
guish any  tiling.  Probcrt,  who  I  am  sure  you  will 
think  is  unworthy  of  credit,  says,  if  my  recollection  be 
correct — 

Mr.  Justice  Park  here  interposed,  and  said,  "  Pri- 
soner, I  don't  wish  to  interrupt  you,  but  I  wish  you 
not  to  deceive  yourself  by  stating  as  a  fact  tliat  which 
is  not  well  founded.  In  the  depositions  taken  before 
the  Magistrates,  which  I  have  before  mo,  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  witness  Freeman  asserted  that  it  was 
a  yellow  gig ;  you  have  asserted  that  he  did  say  so, 
but  I  cannot  allow  that  to  be  said.  Go  on  with 
your  observations.  I  only  interrupt  you  for  your 
own  sake." 

Thurtcll  then  bowed  respectfully  to  his  Lordship, 
and  resumed  his  defence. 
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*I1nt  k  flie  ftrong  iinprenion  upon  my  mind,  I 
aMore  yoar  Lorddiip.  Tne  evidence  of  Probert  is, 
that  be  left  the  Artichoke  public-house  eleven  minutes 
before  nine,  but  Mr.  Field-  says,  that  he  left  at  a 
quarter  past  seven.  Taking  this  statement  to  be 
true,  it  is  clear  that  Probert  and  Hunt  had  time 
enough  td  go  to  the  top  of  Giirs-hill-Iane,  and  return  to 
the  Artichoke  after  tliey  had  perpetrated  the  murder, 
80  as  to  enable  tliem  to  throw  tiie  guilt  upon  the 
shoulders  of  any  other  person  than  their  own.  Can 
you  believe,  or  can  any  body  believe,  that  Probert, 
ivithout  some  inquiry,  would  have  left  his  companion 
Hunt,  on  a  dark  night,  at  nine  o  clock,  half  a  mile 
from  his  own  cottage  ?  Is  that  possible,  or  can  you 
be  so  much  imposed  upon  as  to  believe  it  ?  No ;  I 
am  satisfied  you  will  not.  I  am  satisfied  you  will 
consider  this  circumstance  as  sufficient  to  overrule 
Probert*s  statement;  and  without  tliat  there  is  no 
evidence  to  support  the  charge  against  me. 

I  must  now  advert  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Clarke's 
hostler.  He  stated,  that  two  gentlemen  arrived  at 
his  master's  house,  at  a  quarter  past  seven ;  that  it 
was  dark,  and  that  he  could  not  distinguish  the  coun- 
tenance of  either  ;  and  yet  he  takes  upon  himself  to 
distinguish  the  countenance  of  one  of  the  gentlemen, 
whom  tlie  laundry-maid  comes  forward  to  say  she 
believes  was  Mr.  Weare.  But,  Gentlemen,  there  is 
no  other  person  to  prove  this  fact ;  there  is  no  other 
person  to  prove  that  the  gig  did  stop  at  his  master's 
house.  And,  let  me  ask  you,  when  this  unhappy  bu- 
siness was  agitated,  why  did  not  the  hostler  come  for- 
ward to  offer  his  evidence  at  the  Coroner's  Inquest, 
or  before  the  Magistrates  ?  He  certainly  did  not ; 
and  he  now  comes  forward  for  the  first  time.  I  now 
declare,  that,  looking  at  Mr.  Clarke's  evidence,  and 
the  hostler's,  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  have 
been  seen  by  tliem. 

As  to  the  evidence  of  the  man  who  sold  the  pistols, 
I  am  sure  you  must  be  quite  satisfied  it  does  not  at 
all  identify  me  with  this  transaction.    With  respect 


9BB  MUBDBR  OF  W&JUitE, 

•  •    • 

to  the  evidence  given  by  Upsoa  and  Forster,  gf  to 
the  conversation  they  have  mentioned,  certainly  some- 
thing of  the  kind  did  occur,  but  they  have  entirely 
mistaken  the  purport  and  nature  of  it  I  am  quite 
certain  that  the  real  meaning  of  any  thing  I  might 
say  was  no  more  than  to  express  my  disapprobation 
of  the  persons  suspected,  and  to  designate  th^m  by 
the  word  '  scoundrel/  If  I  had  been  in  this  horrible 
affair,  I  certainly  would  never  have  betrayed  my 
companions.  Enough  has  been  said  to  you  about  the 
watch ;  it  has  been  most  minutely  and  circumstan- 
tially described,  and  yet  it  is  not  forthcoming.  Have 
you  not  a  right,  and  have  I  not  a  still  greater  ri^t, 
to  ask,  "  Where  is  it  ?  what  has  become  of  it  ?  why 
do  they  not  produce  it?" 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  I  ought 
to  rejoice  tliat  the  circumstances  alone  on  which  the 
prosecutors  rely  in  support  of  their  case,  afford  the 
strongest  evidence  of  my  innocence.  The  case  for 
the  prosecution  is  founded  entirely  on  circumstantial 
evidence.  I  have  demonstrated  to  you  that  the  cir- 
cumstances proved  do  not  point  at  me,  as  being  con- 
cerned in  the  perpetration  of  tliis  murder.  But,  Gen- 
tlemen, circumstantial  evidence  is  at  best  but  a  fear- 
ful guide  to  human  judgment.  If  human  judgment  it 
to  be  guided  by  circumstantial  evidence  alone,  the 
greatest  errors  may  be  committed.  Nothing  can  be 
more  frail,  more  liable  to  deception  and  false  conclu- 
sions, tlian  mere  circumstances,  which  are  at  all  times 
equivocal.  In  the  annals  of  foreign  and  domestic 
jurisprudence,  some  of  tlie  most  melancholy  and 
dreadful  instances  are  to  be  found  of  a  too  fatal  ad- 
herence to  the  supposed  infallibility  of  circumstantial 
evidence.  Among  tlic  former  we  find  a  fatlier  con- 
demned to  death,  upon  mere  circumstances,  for  the 
su])poscd  murder  of  a  child,  and  a  poor  servant-girl 
convicted  of  a  theft  of  which  she  was  wholly  guiltless ; 
and  among  the  latter  tlie  instances  are  many. 

My  Lord  Hale,  in  his  Pleas  of  tlie  Crown,  vol.  2, 
p.  200,  says,  I  could  never  convict  any  person  of 
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murder  or  manslaughter,  unless  evidence  of  the  most 
MtisfiEictory  nature  respecting  the  body  of  the  deceased, 
and  the  nature  of  the  wounds  which  had  caused  his 
death,  should  be  produced  in  aid  of  the  circumstances 
by  which  the  accusation  was  to  be  supported. 

The  same  learned  Judge  quotes  a  case  showing  the 
necessity  of  such  a  resolution,  which  he  states  to  have 
happened  in  Staffordshire,  within  his  own  recollection. 
A.  was  missing,  and  there  being  a  strong  presumption 
that  he  had  been  despatched  by  B.  who  was  suspect- 
ed of  having  consumed  his  body  to  ashes  in  his  own 
oven,  B.  was  indicted  for  the  murder,  convicted  and 
executed.  About  a  year  afterwards  A.  returned 
home  from  beyond  seas,  whither  he  had  been  sent  by 
B«  against  his  will ;  so  that,  although,  perhaps,  B.  really 
deserved  death,  he  was  clearly  innocent  of  that  crime 
for  which  he  suffered. 

Another  case,  from  tlie  same  high  authority,  was 
that  of  a  nobleman  who  had  the  care  of  bringing  up 
his  niece,  to  whom  he  was  the  next  in  succession  to 
certain  property.  The  child,  it  seems,  had  commit- 
ted some  offence,  for  which  her  uncle  had  found  it 
necessary  to  correct  her,  and  she  had  been  overheard 
saying,  "  Good  uncle,  don't  kill  me. "  The  child  was 
afterwards  not  to  be  found ;  the  uncle  was  committed 
for  the  murder,  and  the  Judge,  before  whom  he  was 
tried^  admonished  him  to  find  tlie  child  against  the 
next  assizes.  When  that  period  arrived,  the  uncle 
could  not  find  the  child,  but  produced  another,  like 
his  niece,  in  years  and  in  figure.  On  examination,  it 
was  discovered  that  this  child  was  not  the  one  which 
had  disappeared,  and  the  uncle  was  found  guilty  and 
executed.  It  appeared  afterwards  that  the  cliild  had 
been  terrified,  had  run  away,  and  had  been  received 
by  a  stranger  who  maintained  her ;  and  when  she 
became  of  age  she  claimed  her  land,  and  was  put  in 
possession  of  it,  having  satisfactorily  proved  herself  to 
be  the  true  child. 

Hiurtell  then  proceeded  to  read  from  (he  Percy 
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Anecdotes,  a  work  which  he  observed  was  dedi- 
cated to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  following  inter- 
esting 

CASES  OF  CONVICTION  ON  CIRCUMSTANTIAL^ 

EVIDENCE. 

CASE  OF  THE  FARMER  IN  THE  REIGN  OF  QUEEN 

ELIZABETH. 

''  In  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  a  person  was  ar- 
raigned before  Sir  James  Dyer,  Lord  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Common  Pleas,  from  whose  own  notes  the  ac- 
count is  said  to  have  been  taken,  upon  an  indictment 
for  the  murder  of  a  man  who  dwelt  in  the  same  parish 
with  the  prisoner. 

''  The  first  witness  against  him  deposed,  that  on  a 
certain  day,  mentioned  by  the  witness,  in  the  morn- 
ing, as  he  was  going  through  a  close,  which  he  parti- 
cularly described,  at  some  distance  from  tlie  path,  be 
saw  a  person  lying  dead  and  that  two  wounds  ap- 
peared in  his  breust,  and  his  shirt  and  clothes  were 
nmch  stained  with  blood  ;  that  the  wounds  a])peared 
to  the  witness  to  have  been  made  by  the  puncture  of  a 
pitchfork  or  souie  such  instrument,  and  looking  about 
he  discovered  a  fork  lying  near  the  corpse,  which  he 
took  up,  and  observed  it  to  be  marked  with  the  initi- 
als of  the  i)risoner's  name ;  here  tlic  witness  produced 
the  fork  in  court,  which  the  prisoner  owned  to  be 
his. 

•*  The  prisoner  waved  asking  the  witness  any 
questions. 

'*  A  second  witness  deposed,  tliat  on  the  morning 
of  the  day  on  which  the  deceased  was  killed,  the  wit- 
ness had  risen  very  early  with  an  intention  of  going 
to  a  neighbouring  market  town,  which  he  mentioned  ; 
that  as  lie  was  standing  in  the  entry  of  his  own  dwel- 
ling-house, the  street-door  being  open,  he  saw  the  pri- 
soner come  by  dressed  in  a  suit  of  clothes,  the  colour 
and  fashion  of  which  be  described ;  that  he  (the  wit- 
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tiess)  was  prevented  from  going  to  market,  and  fhat 
afterwards  the  first  witness  brought  notice  to  the 
town  of  the  death  and  wouiuls  of  the  dcrca<;cd,  and  of 
the  prisoner's  fork  being  found  near  the  corpse  ;  that 
upon  this  report  the  prisoner  was  ap])relicndod,  and 
carried  before  a  justice  of  peace ;  tliat  he,  tliis  witness, 
followed  the  prisoner  to  tlic  justice's  house,  and  at- 
tended his  examination,  during  which  he  observed  the 
exchange  of  clothes  the  prisoner  had  made  since  the 
time  he  had  seen  him  in  the  morning;  that  on  the  wit- 
ness charging  him  with  having  changed  his  clothes,  he 
gave  several  shuffling  answers,  and  would  have  de- 
nied it;  that  upon  witness  mentioning  this  circum- 
stance of  change  of  dress,  the  justice  granted  a  war- 
rant to  search  the  prisoner's  house  lor  the  clothes 
described  by  the  witness  as  having  been  ])ut  off  since 
the  morning;  that  this  witness  attended  and  assisted 
at  the  search ;  that  after  a  nice  search  of  two  hours 
and  upwards,  the  very  clothes  the  witness  had  de- 
scribed, were  discovered  concealed  in  a  straw  bed. 
He  then  produced  the  bloody  clothes  in  Court,  win'ch 
the  prisoner  owned  to  be  his  clothes,  and  to  have 
been  thrust  in  the  straw  bed  with  the  intention  to 
conceal  them  on  the  account  of  their  being  bloody. 

"  The  prisoner  also  waved  asking  tliis  second  wit- 
ness any  questions. 

"  A  tliird  witness  deposed  to^liis  having  heard 
the  prisoner  deliver  certain  menaces  against  the  de- 
ceased, whence  the  prosecutor  intended  to  infer  a 
proof  of  malice  prepense.  In  answer  to  this  the  pri- 
soner proposed  certain  questions  to  the  Court,  lead- 
ing to  a  discovery  of  the  occasion  of  the  menacing 
expressions  deposed  to ;  and  from  the  witness's  an- 
swers to  those  questions,  it  appeared  tliat  the  de- 
ceased had  first  menaced  the  ])risoner. 

"  The  prisoner  being  called  upon  for  his  defence, 
addressed  the  following  narration  to  the  Court,  as 
containing  all  he  knew  concerning  the  manner  and 
circumstances  of  the  death  of  the  deceased.  '  He 
rented  a  close  in  the  same  parish  with  the  deceased, 
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and  the  deceased  rented  another  close  adjoining  to 
it.  The  only  way  to  his  own  close  was  through  tliat 
of  the  deceased ;  and  on  the  day  the  murder  in  the 
indictment  was  said  to  be  committed,  he  rose  early 
in  the  morning,  in  order  to  go  to  work  in  his  close 
with  his  fork  in  his  hand ;  and  passing  through  the 
deceased's  ground,  he  observed  a  man  at  some  distance 
from  the  path,  lying  down  as  if  dead  or  drunk :  he 
thought  himself  bound  to  see  what  condition  the  per- 
son was  in  ;  and  on  getting  up  to  him  he  found  him 
at  the  last  extremity,  with  two  wounds  in  his  breast, 
from  which  much  blood  had  issued.  In  order  to  re- 
liei^e  him  he  raised  him  up,  and  with  great  difficulty 
sat  him  on  his  lap;  he  told  the  deceased  be  was 
greatly  concerned  at  his  unhappy  fate,  and  the  more 
so  as  there  appeared  reason  to  think  he  had  been  mur- 
dered. He  entreated  the  deceased  to  discover,  if 
possible,  who  it  was,  assuring  him  he  would  do  his 
best  endeavours  to  bring  him  to  justice.  The  de- 
ceased seemed  to  be  sensible  of  what  he  said,  and  in 
the  midst  of  his  agonies  attempted  to  speak  to  him, 
but  was  seized  with  a  rattling  in  his  tln^oat,  gave  a 
hard  struggle,  then  a  dreadful  groan,  and  vomiting  a 
deal  of  blood,  some  of  which  fell  on  his  (the  prisoner's) 
clotlies,  he  expired  in  his  arms.  The  shock  he  felt 
on  account  of  this  accident  was  not  to  be  expressed, 
and  tlic  rather  9  it  was  well  known  tliat  there  had 
been  a  diflerence  between  the  deceased  and  himself, 
on  which  account  he  might  possibly  be  suspected  of 
the  murder.  He  therefore  tliought  it  advisable  to 
leave  the  deceased  in  the  condition  he  was,  and  take 
no  further  notice  of  the  matter  ;  in  the  confusion  he 
was  in  when  he  left  the  place,  he  took  the  deceased's 
fork  away  instead  of  his  own,  which  was  by  the  side 
of  the  corpse.  Being  obliged  to  go  to  his  work,  he 
thought  it  best  to  shift  his  clotiics,  and  that  they 
might  not  be  seen,  he  confessed  tliat  he  had  hid  them 
in  tiie  place  where  they  were  found.  It  was  true  he 
had  denied  before  tlie  justice  that  ho  had  changed  his 
clothes,  being  conscious  this  was  an  ugly  circum- 
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stance  that  might  be  urged  against  him,  being  miwill- 
ing  to  be  brought  into  trouble  if  he  could  help  it.  He 
concluded  his  story  with  a  most  solemn  declaration 
that  be  had  related  nothing  but  the  exact  truth, 
witliout  adding  or  diminishing  one  tittle,  as  he  should 
answer  for  it  to  God  Almighty.' 

*^  Being  then  called  upon  to  produce  his  witnesses, 
the  prisoner  answered  with  a  steady,  composed  coun- 
tenance, and  resolution  of  voice,  *  he  had  no  wit* 
nesses  but  God  and  his  own  conscience/ 

"  The  Judge  then  proceeded  to  deliver  his  charge, 
in  which  he  particularly  enlarged  on  the  hcinousness 
of  the  crime,  and  laid  great  stress  on  the  force  of  tlie 
evidence,  which,  although  circumstantial  only^  he  de- 
clared he  thought  to  be  irresistible,  and  little  inferior 
to  tlie  most  positive  proof.  The  prisoner  had  indeed 
cooked  up  a  very  plausible  story ;  but,  if  such  or  the 
like  allegations  were  to  be  admitted  in  a  case  of  this 
kind,  no  murderer  would  ever  be  brought  to  justice, 
such  deeds  being  generally  perpetrated  in  the  dark, 
and  with  the  greatest  secrecy.  The  present  case  was 
exempted,  in  his  opinion,  from  all  possibility  of  doubt, 
and  they  ought  not  to  hesitate  one  moment  about 
finding  the  prisoner  guilty. 

'^  The  foreman  begged  of  his  lordship,  as  this  was 
a  case  of  life  and  death,  that  the  jury  might  with- 
draw ;  and  upon  tliis  motion  an  officer  was  sworn  to 
keep  the  jury  locked  up. 

''  This  trial  came  on  the  first  in  the  morning  ;  and 
the  judge  having  sat  till  nine  at  night  expecting  tiie 
return  of  the  jury,  at  last  sent  an  officer  to  inquire  if 
they  were  agreed  on  their  verdict.  Some  of  them 
returned  for  answer,  that  eleven  of  their  body  had 
been  of  the  same  mind  from  the  flrst,  but  tliut  it  was 
their  misfortune  to  have  a  foreman  who,  having  taken 
up  a  different  opinion  from  them,  was  unalterably 
fixed  in  it.  The  messenger  had  no  sooner  gone, 
thantlie  complaining  members,  alarmed  at  the  thought 
of  being;  kept  under  conlincment  all  night,  and  de- 
spairing of  bringing  their  dissenting  brotlier  over  to 
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their  own  way  of  thinking,  agreed  to  accede  to  his 
opinion,  and  having  acquainted  him  with  their  resolu- 
tion, they  sent  an  officer  to  detain  his  Lordship  a  few 
minutes^  and  then  went  into  court,  and  by  their  fore- 
man  brou{v]it  in  the  prisoner  not  guilty. 

''  His  lordship  could  not  help  expressing  tlie 
gi*catcst  surprise  and  indignation  at  this  unexpected 
verdict ;  and,  after  giving  the  Jury  a  severe  admoni- 
tion, ho  refused  to  record  the  verdict,  and  sent  them 
back  again  with  directions  that  they  should  be  locked 
up  all  night  without  fire  or  candle.  The  whole  blame 
was  publicly  laid  on  the  foreman  by  the  rest  of  the 
members,  and  they  spent  the  night  in  loading  him 
with  reflections,  and  bewailing  their  unhappy  fate  in 
being  associated  with  so  hardened  a  wretch.  But  he 
remained  inllcxible,  constantly  declaring  he  would 
suffer  death  rather  than  change  his  opinion. 

"  As  soon  as  his  lordship  came  into  Court  next 
morning,  he  sent  again  to  the  Jury,  on  which  the 
eleven  members  joined  in  requesting  their  foreman  to 
go  into  Court,  assuring  him  they  would  abide  by  their 
former  verdict,  whatever  was  the  consequence ;  and, 
on  being  reproached  with  their  former  inconstancy, 
they  promised  never  to  desert  or  recriminate  upon 
their  foreman  any  more. 

**  Upon  those  sissurances  they  i)roceeded  again  into 
Court,  and  again  brought  in  the  j)risoner  7Wt  gni'ty. 
The  Judge  unable  to  conceal  his  rage  at  a  verdict 
whicli  api>erired  to  him  in  the  most  iniquitous  liglit, 
reproacliod  tliem  severely,  and  dismissed  them  with 
the  cutting  rellection,  *  That  the  blood  of  the  de- 
ceased lay  at  their  doors/ 

"  The  i)risoner  on  his  part  fell  down  on  his  knees, 
and  with  uplifted  eyes  and  hands  to  God,  thanked 
him  most  devoutly  for  his  deliverance ;  and,  address- 
ing himself  to  the  Judge,  cried  out,  '  You  see,  my 
Lord,  l!nt  (Jod  and  a  good  conscience  are  the  best 
witnesses/ 

•'  W  lion  the  prisoner  arrived  at  this  passage,  hi« 
voice  filtered,  and  he  shed  a  few  tears  ;  but  almost 
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instantly  recovering  himselft^  put  his  hand  to  his 
eyes,  and  then  with  a  firm  voice  proceeded. 

*'  The  cijrcumstance  made  a  deep  impression  on  the 
mind  of  the  Judge ;  and,  as  soon  as  he  had  retired 
from  court,  he  entered  into  conversation  witli  the 
high  sheriff  upon  what  had  passed,  and  particidarly 
examined  him  as  to  his  knowledge  of  the  foreman  of 
the  Jury.  Tlie  high  sheriff  answered  his  lordship, 
ttiat  he  had  been  acquainted  with  him  many  years  ; 
that  he  had  a  freehold  estate  of  his  own  of  above  501. 
a-year ;  and  that  he  rented  a  very  considerable  farm 
besides ;  that  he  never  knew  him  charged  with  an  ill 
action,  and  that  he  was  universally  beloved  and  es- 
teemed in  his  neighbourhood. 

**  For  furtlier  information,  his  lordship  sent  for 
the  minister  of  the  parish,  who  gave  the  same  favour- 
able account  of  his  parishioner,  with  this  addition — 
that  he  was  a  constant  churchman,  and  a  devout 
communicant. 

'*  These  accounts  increased  his  Iordship*s  per- 
plexity, from  which  he  could  think  of  no  expedient  to 
deliver  hinself,  but  by  having  a  conference  in  private 
with  the  only  person  who  could  give  him  satisfaction; 
this  he  requested  the  sheriff  to  procure,  who  readily 
offered  his  service,  and  without  delay  brought  about 
(he  desired  interview. 

"  Upon  the  foreman  of  the  jury  being  introduced 
to  the  Judge,  his  lordship  retired  with  him  into  a  clo- 
set, where  his  lordship  opened  his  reasons  for  desiring 
that  visit,  making  no  scruple  of  acknowled*j^ini^  the 
uneasiness  he  was  under  on  account  of  the  verdict, 
and  conjuring  his  visitor  frankly  to  discover  his  rca- 
:sons  for  acquitting  the  prisoner.  The  juryman  re- 
turned for  answer,  that  he  had  sufficient  reasons  to 
justify  his  conduct,  and  that  he  was  neither  ashamed 
nor  adfraid  to  reveal  them ;  but  as  he  had  hitherto 
locked  them  up  in  his  own  breast,  and  was  under  no 
compulsion  to  disclose  them,  he  expected  his  lordship 
would  engage  upon  his  honour  to  keep  what  he  was 
about  to  unfold  to  him  a  secret,  as  he  himself  had 
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done.  His  lordship  jnfing  done  so,  thejurjrmtti 
proceeded  to  give  his  lordship  the  following  account : 
— *  The  deceased  being  the  tithe-man  where  he  (the 
juryman)  lived,  he  had,  the  morning  of  his  decease, 
been  in  his  (the  juryman's  ground,  amongst  his  com, 
and  had  done  him  great  injustice  by  taking  more  than 
his  due,  and  acting  otherwise  in  a  most  arbitrary 
manner.  When  he  complained  of  tliis  treatment,  he 
had  not  only  been  abused  with  scurrilous  language, 
but  the  deceased  had  struck  at  him  several  times  with 
his  fork,  and  had  actually  wounded  him  in  two  places, 
the  scars  of  which  wounds  he  then  showed  his  lord- 
ship. The  deceased  seemed  bent  on  mischief,  and 
the  fanner  having  no  weapon  to  defend  himself,  had 
no  other  way  to  preserve  his  own  life  but  by  closing 
in  witti  the  deceased,  and  wrenching  the  fork  out  of 
his  hands ;  which  having  effected,  the  deceased  at- 
tempted to  recover  the  fork,  and  in  the  scuffle  re- 
ceived tlie  two  wounds  which  had  occasioned  his 
death.  The  farmer  was  inexpressibly  concerned  at 
the  uccidcnt  which  occasioned  tlie  man's  death,  and 
especially  when  the  prisoner  was  taken  up  on  suspi- 
cion of  the  murder.  But  tlie  assizes  being  just  over, 
he  was  unwilling  to  surrcmlcr  himself  and  to  confess 
the  matter,  because  his  farm  and  affairs  would  have 
Lccn  ruined  by  lying  so  long  in  gaol.  He  was  sure 
to  have  been  acquitted  on  his  trial,  for  he  had  con- 
saltod  the  ablest  lawyers  upon  the  case,  who  all 
agreed  that  as  the  dcccasdd  had  been  the  aggressor, 
he  could  only  have  been  guilty  of  manslau^iter  at 
moi^t.  It  was  true  he  had  suH'ered  greatly  in  his  own 
mind  on  the  prisoner's  account;  hut  being  well  as- 
sure.] tliat  imprisonment  would  be  of  less  consequence 
to  tlic  prisoner  than  to  himself,  he  had  suffered  the 
Lnv  to  take  its  course.  In  order,  however,  to  render 
the  prisoners  coniinemcnt  :\s  easy  to  him  us  possible, 
l\o  li:ul  i>;iven  him  every  kind  of  assistance,  and  had 
wholly  sui)])ortccl  his  family  ever  since.  And,  to  get 
him  clciir  of  the  charge  laid  against  him,  he  had  pro- 
cured himself  to  be  summoned  on  the  jury,  and  sat  at 
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the  Liead  of  them ;  having  all  along  (letermineil  in  his 
own  breast  rather  to  die  himself,  than  to  suffer  any 
harm  to  be  done  to  the  prisoner. 

*'  His  lordship  expressed  great  satisfaction  at  this 
account;  and  after  thanking  the  farmer  for  it,  and 
making  this  farther  stipulation,  that  in  case  his  lord- 
ship  should  survive  him,  he  might  then  be  at  liberty  to 
relate  this  fact,  that  it  might  be  delivered  down  to  pos- 
terity, the  conference  broke  up. 

"  The  juryman  lived  fifteen  years  aftcnvards ;  the 
Judge  inquired  after  him  every  year,  and  happening 
to  survive  him,  felt  himself  at  liberty  to  make  a  dis- 
closure of  this  extraordinary  occurrence. 

CASE  OF  A  MAX  UXJl'STLY  EXECUTKO  FOR  THK 
SUPPOSED  ML'RDEK  OF  HIS  FATHER. 

**  A  man  was  tried  for,  and  convicted  of,  the  mur- 
der of  his  own  father.  The  evidence  against  him  was 
merely  circumstantial,  and  tlie  principal  witness  was 
his  sister.  Slic  proved  that  her  father  possessed  a 
small  income,  which,  witli  his  industry,  enabled  him 
to  live  with  comfort;  that  her  brother,  who  was  his 
heir-at-law,  had  often  expressed  a  great  desire  to 
come  into  possession  of  his  father's  effects ;  and  that 
he  had  long  behaved  in  a  very  undutiful  manner  to 
him,  wishing,  as  the  witness  believed,  to  ])ut  a  period 
to  his  existence  by  uneasiness  aiid  vexation ;  that  on 
the  evening  the  murder  was  committed,  the  deceased 
went  a  small  distance  from  the  house  to  milk  a  cow  he 
had  for  some  time  kept,  and  that  the  witness  also 
went  out  to  spend  the  evening  and  to  sleep,  leaving 
only  her  brother  in  the  house;  that  returning  home 
early  in  the  morning,  and  finding  that  her  father  and 
brother  were  both  absent,  she  was  much  alarmed, 
and  sent  for  some  of  tlie  neighbours  to  consult  with 
them,  and  to  receive  advice  what  should  be  done ; 
that  in  company  with  tliese  neighbours  she  went  to 
the  hovel  in  which  her  father  was  accustomed  to  milk 
the  cow,  where  they  found  him  murdered  in  a  most 


S3St  MURDER  OF  WBARB, 

inhuman  manner;  that  a  suspicion  immediately  falling 
on  her  brother^  and  there  being  then  some  snow  upon 
the  ground,  in  which  the  footsteps  of  a  human  being 
to  and  from  the  hovel  were  observed,  it  was  agreed 
to  take  one  of  her  broUier's  shoes,  and  to  measure 
therewith  the  impressions  in  the  snow.  This  was 
done,  and  there  did  not  remain  a  doubt  that  the  im« 
pressions  were  made  with  his  shoes.  Thus  confirmed 
in  their  suspicions,  they  then  immediately  went  to  the 
prisoner's  room,  and  after  a  diligent  search,  they 
found  a  liammer  in  the  corner  of  a  private  drawer 
with  several  spots  of  blood  upon  it. 

''  The  circumstance  of  finding  the  deceased,  and 
the  hammer,  and  the  identity  of  the  footsteps,  as  de- 
scribed by  the  former  witness,  were  fully  proved  by 
the  neighbours  whom  she  had  called;  and  upon  this 
evidence  the  prisoner  was  convicted  and  suffered 
deatli,  hut  denied  the  act  to  the  last. 

''  About  four  years  after,  the  sister,  who  had  been 
chief  witness,  was  extremely  ill ;  and  understanding 
that  there  were  no  hopes  of  her  recovery,  she  con- 
fessed tliat  her  father  and  brother  having  offended 
her,  she  was  determined  they  should  both  die;  and 
accordingly,  when  the  former  went  to  milk  the  cow, 
she  followed  liim  with  her  brother's  hammer,  and  in 
his  shoes;  that  she  felled  her  father  with  the  hammer, 
and  laid  it  where  it  was  afterwards  found;  that  die 
then  went  from  home,  to  give  a  better  colour  to  the 
horrid  transaction;  and  that  her  brother  was  per» 
fectly  innocent  of  the  crime  for  which  he  had  suf- 
fered. 

''  She  was  immediately  taken  into  custody,  but 
died  before  she  could  be  brought  to  trial.'* 

CASE  OF  WILLIAM  SHAW,  EXECUTED  OX  CIRCUM- 
STAXTIAL  EVIDENCE,  FOR  THE  SUPPOSED 
MURDER  OF  HIS  DAUGHTER. 

"  An  upholsterer  of  the  name  of  William   Shaw, 
who  was  residing  at  Edinburgh  in  the  year  1791, 
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had  a  daughter  Catherine,  who  lived  with  him,  and 
who  encouraged  the  addresses  of  John  Lawson, 
a  jeweller,  contmry  to  the  wishes  of  her  father, 
who  had  insuperable  objections  against  him,  and 
urged  his  daughter  to  receive  the  addresses  of  a  son 
of  Alexander  Robertson,  a  friend  and  neighbour. ' 
The  girl  refused  most  peremptorily.  The  father 
grew  enraged.  Passionate  expressions  arose  on 
both  sides,  and  the  words  *  barbarity,  cnielty,  and 
death,'  were  frequently  pronounced  by  the  daughter. 
At  length  her  father  left  her,  locking  the  door  after 
him. 

*^  The  apartment  of  Shaw  was  only  divided  by  a 
slight  partition  from  that  of  one  Morrison,  a  watch- 
case  maker,  who  had  indistinctly  heard  the  conver- 
sation and  quarrel  between  Catherine  Shaw  and  her 
father ;  and  was  particularly  struck  with  the  words 
she  had  pronounced  so  emphatically.  For  some 
time  after  the  father  had  gone  out,  all  was  silent ; 
but  presently  Morrison  heard  several  groans  from 
the  daughter.  He  called  in  some  of  the  neighbdhrs  ; 
and  these  listening  attentively,  not  only  heard  the 
groans,  but  also  her  faintly  exclaim,  '  Cruel  father, 
thou  art  tlie  cause  of  my  death !'  Struck  with  the 
expression,  they  got  a  constable,  and  forced  the 
door  of  Shaw's  apartment,  where  they  found  the 
daughter  weltering  in  her  blood,  and  a  knife  by 
her  side.  She  was  alive  and  speechless;  but  on 
questioning  her  as  to  owing  her  death  to  her  fa- 
ther, she  was  just  able  to  make  a  motion  with  her 
head,  apparently  in  tlie  affirmative,  and  tlien  expired. 

"  At  this  moment  Shaw  enters  the  room.  All 
eyes  are  upon  him  !  He  sees  his  neighbours  and  a 
constable  in  his  apartment,  and  seems  much  dis* 
ordered ;  but  at  tlie  sight  of  his  daughter  he  turns 
pale,  trembles,  and  is  ready  to  sink.  The  first 
surprise  and  die  succeeding  horror  leave  little  doubt 
of  his  guilt  in  the  breasts  of  the  beholders ;  and 
even  that  little  is  done  away,  on  the  constable  dis- 
covering that  the  shirt  of  William  Shaw  is  bloody. 

2h 
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<<  He  WBff  instantly  hurried  before  a  tnagi^traite, 
and  upon  the  deposition  of  the  parties,  eommitted  for 
trial.  In  vain  did  he  protest  his  innocence,  and 
declare  that  the  blood  on  bis  shirt  was  occasioned 
by  his  having  blooded  himself  some  days  before,  and 
the  bandage  having  become  untied.  The  circum- 
stances appeared  so  strong  against  him,  that  he  was 
found  guilty,  was  executed,  and  hung  in  chains  at 
Leith.  His  last  words  were,  '  I  am  innocent  of  my 
daughter's  murder/ 

**  There  was  scarcely  a  person  in  Edinburgh  who 
thought  the  father  innocent;  but  in  the  following 
year  a  man  who  had  become  the  occupant  of  Shaw's 
apartment,  accidentally  discovered  a  paper  which 
had  fallen  into  a  cavity  on  one  side  of  the  dhimney. 
It  was  folded  as  a  letter,  and  on  opening  it,  was 
found  to  contain  as  follows: — ^'Bai'barous  father! 
your  cruelty  in  having  put  it  out  of  my  power  ever 
to  join  my  fate  to  that  of  the  only  man  I  could  Iove» 
and  tyrannically  insisting  upon  my  marrying  one 
whom  I  always  hated,  has  made  me  form  a  reso- 
bition  to  put  an  end  tg  an  e?dstence  which  is  be* 
eome  a  burden  to  me.' 

**  This  letter  was  signed,  *  Catherine  Shaw  ;*  and 
on  being  sliewn  to  her  relations  and  friends,  it  was 
recognised  as  her  writing.  The  magistracy  of 
Edinburgh  examined  it,  and  on  being  satisfied  of  ita 
authenticity,  they  ordered  the  body  of  William  Shaw 
to  be  taken  from  the  gibbet,  and  given  to  his  family 
for  interment;  and  as  the  only  reparation  to  his 
memory,  and  the  honour  of  his  surviving  relations* 
they  caused  a  pair  of  colours  to  be  waved  over  his 
grave,  in  token  of  his  innocence." 

CASE  OF  JONATHAN  BRADFORD.   EXECUTED  FOR 
THE  SUPPOSED  MURDER  OF  Mr.  HAYES. 

'*  In  the  year  1736^  Mr.  Hayes,  a  gentleman  of 
fortune,  in  travelling,  stopped  at  an  inn,  in  Oxford- 
shire, kept  by  one  Jonathan  Bradford.  He  there 
met  with  two  gentlemen,  with  whom  he  supped,  and 
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in  conversation  nnguardedly  mentioned  thai  he  had 
then  with  him  a  considerable  sum  of  money.  Having 
retired  to  rest,  the  two  gentlemen,  who  slept  in  a 
double-bedded  room,  were  awakened  by  deep  groan 
in  the  adjoining  chamber.  They  instantly  arose,  and 
proceeded  silently  to  the  room  where  the  groan 
were  heard.  The  door  was  half  open,  and  on  enter- 
ing they  perceived  a  person  weltering  in  his  blood, 
in  the  bed,  and  a  man  standing  over  him  with  a  dark 
lantern  in  one  hand,  and  a  knife  in  the  other.  They 
soon  discovered  that  the  gentleman  murdered  was  the 
one  with  whom  they  had  supped,  and  tliat  the  man 
who  was  standing  over  him  was  their  host.  They 
instantly  seized  him,  disarmed  him  of  tlie  knife,  and 
charged  him  with  being  the  murderer.  He  positively 
denied  the  crime,  and  asserted  that  he  came  there 
with  the  same  intentions  as  themselves;  for,  tliat 
hearing  a  noise,  which  was  succeeded  by  groans,  he 
got  up,  struck  a  light,  and  armed  himself  with  a  knife 
in  his  defence,  and  was  but  that  minute  entered  the 
room  before  them. 

**  These  assertions  were  of  no  avail ;  he  was  kept 
in  close  custody  until  morning,  when  ho  was  taken 
before  a  neighbouring  justice  of  the  peace,  to  whom 
the  evidence  appeared  so  decisive,  that  on  writing 
out  his  mittimus,  he  hesitated  qot  to  say,  '  Mr.  Brad- 
ford, either  you  or  myself  committed  tliis  murder.' 

**  At  the  ensuing  assizes  nt  Oxford,  Bradford  was 
tried,  convicted,  and  shortly  after  executed,  still 
however  declaring  that  he  was  not  guilty  of  tlie  mur- 
der. This  afterwards  proved  to  be  true ;  the  murder 
was  actually  committed  by  Mr.  Hayes's  footman, 
who,  immediately  on  stubbing  his  master,  rifled  his 
pockets,  and  escaped  to  his  own  room,  which  was 
scarcely  two  seconds  before  Bradford's  entering  tlie 
chamber.  The  world  owes  this  knowledge  to  a  re- 
morse of  conscience  of  the  footman  on  his  deatli-bed, 
eighteen  months  after  the  murder ;  and  dying  almost 
immediately  after  he  had  made  the  declaration,  justice 
lost  its  victim. 

2  H  2 
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"  It  is,  however,  remarkable,  that  Bradford,  though 
innocent,  and  not  at  all  privy  to  the  murder,  was 
nevertheless  a  murderer  in  design.  He  confessed  to 
the  clergyman  who  attended  him  after  his  sentence, 
that  having  heard  that  Mr.  Hayes  had  a  large  sum  of 
money  about  him,  he  went  to  the  chamber  with  the 
same  diabolical  intentions  as  the  servant.  He  was 
struck  with  amazement;  he  could  not  believe  his 
senses  ;  and  in  turning  back  the  bed-clothes  to  assure 
himself  of  the  fact,  he  in  his  agitation  dropped  his 
knife  on  the  bleeding  body,  by  which  both  his  hand 
and  the  knife  became  stained,  and  thus  increased  the 
suspicious  circumstances  in  which  he  was  found." 

CASE  OF  JOHN  JENNINGS,  EXECUTED  ON  A  FALSE 

CHARGH  OF  ROBBERY. 

*'  In  the  year  1743,  a  gentleman  in  travelling  was 
stopped  by  a  highwayman  in  a  mask,  within  about 
seven  miles  of  Hull,  and  robbed  of  a  purse  containing 
twenty  guineas.  Tlie  gentleman  proceeded  about  two 
miles  further,  and  stopped  at  the  Bull  Inn,  kept  by 
Mr.  BruncU.  He  related  the  circumstances  of  the 
robbery,  adding,  that  as  all  his  gold  was  marked,  he 
thought  it  probable  that  the  robber  would  be  detect- 
ed. After  he  had  supped,  his  host  entered  the  room, 
and  told  him  a  circumstance  had  arisen  which  led  him 
to  think  that  he  could  point  out  the  robber.  He  then 
informed  the  gentleman  that  he  had  a  waiter,  one 
John  Jennings,  whose  conduct  had  long  been  very 
suspicious :  he  had  long  before  dark  sent  him  out  to 
change  a  guinea  for  him,  and  that  he  had  only  come 
back  since  he  (the  gentleman)  was  in  the  house,  say- 
ing he  could  not  get  change ;  that  Jennings  being  in 
licjuor,  he  sent  him  to  bed,  resolving  to  discharge 
him  in  the  morning ;  that  at  the  time  he  returned  him 
the  guinea,  he  discovered  it  was  not  the  same  he  had 
given  him,  but  wns  marked,  of  which  he  took  no  fur- 
ther notice  until  he  heard  the  ])articulars  of  the  rob- 
bery, and  that  the  guineas  wliich  the  highwayman 
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had  taken  were  all  marked.  He  added,  that  he  had 
unluckily  paid  away  the  marked  guinea  to  a  man  who 
lived  at  some  distance. 

'*  Mr.  Brunell  was  thanked  for  his  information,  and 
it  was  resolved  to  go  softly  to  tbc  room  of  Jennings, 
whom  they  found  fast  asleep;  his  pockets  were 
searched,  and  from  one  of  them  was  drawn  a  purse 
containing  exactly  nineteen  guineas,  which  the  gentle- 
man identified.  Jennings  was  dragged  out  of  bed, 
and  charged  with  the  robbery.  lie  denied  it  most 
solemnly ;  but  the  facts  having  been  deposed  to  on 
oath  by  the  gentleman  and  Mr.  Brunell,  lie  was  com- 
mitted for  trial. 

''  So  strong  did  the  circumstances  appear  against 
Jennings,  that  several  of  his  friends  advised  him  to 
plead  guilty,  and  throw  himself  on  the  mercy  of  the 
court.  This  advice  he  rejected ;  he  was  tried  at  the 
ensuing  assizes,  and  the  jury  without  going  out  of 
court  found  him  guilty.  He  was  executed  at  Hull  a 
short  time  after,  but  declared  his  innocence  to  the 
very  last. 

''  In  less  than  twelve  months  after  this  event  occur- 
red, Brunell,  the  master  of  Jennings,  was  himself 
taken  up  for  a  robbery  committed  on  a  guest  in  his 
house,  and  the  fact  being  proved  on  his  trial,  he  was 
convicted  and  ordered  for  execution. 

*'  The  approach  of  death  brought  on  repentance ; 
and  repentance,  confession.  Brunell  not  only  ac- 
knowledged having  committed  many  highway  rob- 
beries, but  also  the  very  one  for  which  poor  Jennings 
suffered.  The  account  he  gave  was,  that  after  rob- 
bing the  gentleman,  he  arrived  at  home  sonic  time 
before  him.  That  he  found  a  man  at  home  waiting, 
to  whom  he  owed  a  small  bill,  and  not  having  quite 
enough  of  money,  he  took  out  of  the  purse  one  crui. 
nea  from  the  twenty  which  he  had  just  possessed  him- 
self of,  to  make  up  the  sum,  which  he  paid  to  the 
man,  who  then  went  away.  Soon  after  the  gentle- 
man came  to  his  house,  and  relating  the  account  of 
the  robbery,  and  tliat  the  guineas  were  marked,  he 
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became  thunderstruck!  Having  paid  one  of  them 
away,  and  not  daring  to  apply  for  it  again,  as  the 
affair  of  the  robbery  and  the  marked  guineas  would 
soon  become  publicly  known,  detection,  disgrace, 
and  ruin  aippeared  inevitable.  Turning  in  his  mind 
every  way  to  escape,  the  thought  of  accusing  and 
sacrificing  poor  Jennings  at  last  struck  him;  and 
thus  to  his  other  crimes  he  added  that  of  the  murder 
of  an  innocent  man." 


CASES  OF  CONVICTION  ON  CIRCUMSTANTIAL 

EVIDENCE  IN  FRANCE. 

'*  The  case  of  M.  de  Pivardiere  is  one  of  the  most 
singular  instances  of  criminal  precipitation  and  ini- 
quity that  the  annals  of  French  justice  furnish.  Ma-* 
dame  dc  Chauvelin,  his  second  wife,  was  accused  of 
having  had  him  assassinated  in  his  castle.  Two  ser- 
vant maids  were  witnesses  of  tlie  murder;  his  own 
daughter  heard  the  cries  and  last  words  of  her  father: 
— *  My  God!  have  mercy  upon  me!*  One  of  the 
maid  servants  falling  dangerously  ill,  took  the  sacra- 
ment ;  and  while  she  was  performing  the  solemn  act 
of  religion,  declared  before  God  that  her  mistress  in- 
tended to  kill  her  master.  Several  other  witnesses 
testified  that  they  had  seen  linen  stained  with  his 
blood  ;  others  declared  that  they  had  heard  the  report 
of  a  gun,  by  which  tlie  assassination  was  supposed  to 
have  been  committed.  And  yet,  strange  to  relate, 
it  turned  out  after  all  that  there  was  no  gun  Gred,  no 
blood  shed,  nobody  killed !  What  remains  is  still 
more  extraordinary:  M.  dc  la  Pivardiere  returned 
homo  ;  lie  appears  in  person  before  the  Judges  of  die 
Province,  who  were  ])reparing  every  thing  to  execute 
venijeance  on  his  murderer.  The  judges  are  resolved 
not  to  lose  their  process ;  they  aflirni  to  his  face  tlial 
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he  is  dead ;  they  brand  him  with  tlie  accusation  of 
imposture  for  saying  that  he  is  alive ;  they  tell  him 
that  he  deserves  exemplary  punishment  for  coining  a 
lie  before  the  tribunal  of  justice ;  and  maintain  that 
their  procedure  is  more  credible  tlian  his  testimony ! 
In  a  word,  this  criminal  process  continued  eighteen 
months  before  the  poor  gentleman  could  obtain  a  de- 
claration of  tiie  court  that  he  was  alive  !" 


''  In  the  year  1770,  a  person  of  the  name  of  Mon- 
thaille,  without  any  accuser,  witness,  or  any  probable 
or  even  suspicious  circuiastances,  was  seized  by  the 
superior  tribunal  of  Arras,  and  condemned  to  have 
his  hand  cut  ofi;  to  be  broken  on  the  wheel,  and  to  be 
afterwards  burnt  alive,  for  killing  his  motlier.  This 
sentence  was  executed,  and  his  wife  was  on  the  point 
of  being  thrown  into  the  flames  as  his  accomplice, 
nvhen  she  pleaded  that  she  was  enctinte^  and  gave  the 
Chancellor  of  France*  who  was  informed  of  the  in- 
fernal iniquity  that  was  perpetrating  in  tlie  sacred 
name  of  justice,  time  to  have  the  sentence  as  to  her 
reversed. 

*  The  pen  trembles  in  my  hand,'  says  Voltaire, 
'  when  I  relate  these  enormities ! '  We  have  seen, 
by  the  letters  of  several  French  lawyers,  that  not 
one  year  passes,  in  which  one  tribunal  or  another 
does  not  stain  the  gibbet  or  the  rack  with  tlie  blood 
of  unfortunate  citizens,  whose  innocence  is  afterwards 
ascertained,  when  it  is  too  late.'  " 

Thurtell  was  about  to  close  his  quotations  of  cases 
of  conviction  on  circumstantial  evidence,  when  he 
was  privately  addressed  by  his  solicitor,  probably  to 
remind  him  of  an  omission,  when  he  immediately  re- 
ferred to  his  papers,  and  added  ^he  following : — 
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CASE  OF  HOLMAN  FALSELY  ACCUSED  OF 

MURDER. 

[From  the  Newgate  Calendar  *.] 

Gentlemen,  there  is  one  more  case  to  which  I  shall 
call  your  attention.  It  is  from  the  Newgate  Calendar. 
As  it  is  long,  I  shall  not  detain  you  by  reading  it 
all ;  but  shall  give  you  the  heads  of  it. 

It  is  the  trial  of  a  man  named  Holman,  in  1748,  at 
Kingston,  for  the  murder  of  a  young  woman.  The 
young  woman  lived  for  ten  weeks  after  receiving  the 
wounds  which  eventually  caused  her  death.  Slie 
stated,  before  her  death,  that  she  had  been  attacked 
by  a  man  named  Holman.  Holman  was  taken  up  ; 
and  a  strong  case  of  circumstances  being  made  out 
against  him,  he  was  executed,  protesting  his  inno- 
cence to  the  last  moment.  In  about  tiiree  years 
after  this,  two  persons  were  tried  for  another  murder, 
and  found  guilty  :  they  then  confessed  that  Holman 
had  suffered  undeservedly ;  that  he  was  wholly  inno- 
cent of  the  crime.  They  acknowledged  that  it  was 
committed  by  one  of  them,  who  assumed  the  name 
of  Holman,  in  order  that  he  (Holman)  might  after** 
wards  be  charged  with  it." 

Thurtell  read  the  whole  of  these  cases  in  a  firm 
and  distinct  voice,  and  in  a  most  impressive  manner. 
His  whole  demeanour  was  becoming  and  interesting. 
Having  concluded  the  documentary  part  of  his  de- 
fence, he  resumed  his  paper,  and  continued  the  argu- 
mentative part  of  his  address. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  having  read  these  cases  to 
you,  am  I  not  justified  in  saying,  that  unless  you  are 
thoroughly  convinced  that  the  circumstances  before 

•  See  New  Newgate  CaUndar  Improved^  by  Theodore  Wil- 
kinson.  Vol.  II.  p.  I7d,  published  by  Mr.  Kelly,  Palerooster 
Row. 
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you  are  absolutely  inconsistent  with  my  innoceuce, 
I  have  a  claim  to  your  verdict  of  acquittal  t  Am  I 
not  justified  in  presuming,  that  you  may  have  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  that  all  the  circumstances  stated 
might  be  true»  and  yet  I  be  innocent !  I  am  sure, 
gentlemen,  you  will  banish  from  your  minds  any  pre- 
judice which  may  have  been  excited  against  inc,  and 
act  upon  the  principle  that  every  man  is  to  be  deemed 
innocent  until  he  is  proved  guilty.  Judge  of  my 
case,  gentlemen,  with  mature  consideration,  and  re- 
member that  my  existence  depends  upon  your  breath. 
If  you  bring  in  a  verdict  of  guilty,  the  law  after- 
wards allows  no  mercy.  If  upon  a  due  consideration 
of  all  the  circumstances  you  shall  have  a  doubt,  the 
law  orders,  and  your  own  consciences  will  teach  you, 
to  give  me  the  benefit  of  it.  Cut  me  not  oif  in  the 
midst  of  my  days.  I  implore  you,  gentlemen,  to  give 
my  case  your  utmost  attention.  1  ask  not  so  much 
for  myself  as  for  those  respectable  parents  whose 
name  I  bear,  and  who  must  suffer  in  my  fate.  I  ask 
it  for  the  sake  of  that  home  which  will  be  rendered 
cheerless  and  desolate  by  my  death.  Gentlemen,  I 
am  incapable  of  any  dishonourable  action.  Those 
who  know  me  best  know  that  I  am  utterly  incapable 
of  an  unjust  and  dishonourable  action,  much  Irss  of 
the  horrid  crime  with  which  I  am  now  charged. 
There  U  not,  I  think,  one  in  this  Court  who  does 
not  think  me  innocent  of  the  charge.  If  there  be — 
to  him  or  them,  I  say,  in  the  language  of  the  Apostle, 
•'  Would  to  God,  ye  were  altogether  such  as  1  am, 
save  these  bonds." 

"  Gentlemen,  I  have  now  done.  I  look  with  con- 
fidence to  your  decision.  I  hope  your  verdict  this 
day  will  be  such  as  you  may  ever  after  be  able  to 
think  upon  with  a  composed  conscience  ;  and  that  you 
will  also  reflect  upon  the  solemn  declaration  wiiich 
I  now  make — So  help  me  God  I  am  innocent  !" 


Thurtell  pronounced  this  last  sentence  in  the  most 
emphatic  manner.     He  raised  his  eyes  to  heaven^ 
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and  extended  his  arms  a  little,  then  drew  them  back 
and  pressed  his  hands  closely  to  his  heart.  He  tfaen 
bowed  to  the  Judge  and  Jury,  and  resumed  his  seat. 
His  whole  defence  seemed  to  have  created  a  strong 
feeling  in  his  favour. 

The  Judge,  tlien  addressing  himself  to  the  prisoner 
Hunt,  said,  "  Joseph  Hunt,  it  is  now  your  time,  as 
your  counsel  cannot  address  the  Jury  on  your  behalf, 
to  say  what  you  think. proper  in  your  defence;  Imt 
before  you  begin,  the  purposes  of  justice  require  that 
the  witnesses  for  the  other  prisoner  should  be  heard 
first.' 

WITNESSES  ON  BEHALF  OP  THURTELL. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  WADESON  was  first  called; 
examined  by  Mr.  Andrews.  In  the  course  of  my 
profession,  1  became  acquamtcd  with  Probert.  .  It 
was  when  he  became  a  bankrupt,  I  was  the  soli- 
citor for  the  creditors.  There  were  several  meetings 
and  examinations.  From  what  I  then  saw  and  knew 
of  Probert,  I  would  not  believe  him  on  his  oath, 
imless  his  testimony  was  supported  by  other  and  cre- 
dible evidence. 

Mr.  HAYDON,  examined  by  Mr.  Piatt.  I  have 
known  Jbhn  Thurtell.  The  impression  on  my  mind, 
from  my  knowledge  of  him,  is,  Uiat  he  is  humane  and 
kind-hearted. 

By  tlie  Court.  When  was  your  last  intercourse 
with  him  ?  Witness  answered  that  he  had  not  ceased 
to  know  and  sec  him.     He  met  him  frequently. 

Captain  M'KINLAY,  examined  by  Mr.  Andrews. 
I  am  a  Captain  in  tlic  royal  navy.  (We  think  tlie 
witness  added,  that  he  held  some  situation  at  Green- 
wich, but  we  could  not  distinctly  hear.)  I  have 
known  John  Thurtell.  He  served  under  me.  He 
was  under  my  command  from  1812  to  1814.  I  was 
then  Captain  of  the  Bcllona,  He  always  acted  with 
correctness  as  an  ofliccr.      I  found   him   correct, 
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humane,  and  liberal.     I  have  not  known  him  since 
1814. 

Mr.  W.  WALMSLEY,  who  was  examined  by 
Mr.  Chitty,  stated,  that  he  had  known  John  Thurtell 
For  the  the  last  thirteen  or  fourteen  years,  and  that  he 
had,  daring  that  time,  ahvays  considered  him  a  hu- 
mane well-disposed  man. 

The  counsel  for  Thurtell  having  intiniafed  that  they 
had  no  inoi*e  witnesses  to  call,  the  ])risoiior  Hunt  was 
now  asked  by  the  Judge  whctlier  he  had  any  thing 
to  say  in  his  defeneo  ? 

Hunt. — My  Lord,  I  have  a  defence  to  make,  but 
from  extreme  anxiety  of  mind,  I  do  not  feel  myself 
competent  to  read  it. 

Mr.  Justice  Park. — Let  the  oflicer  of  the  Court 
read  it. 

Tlie  paper  was  then  handed  up  to  Mr.  Knapp,  and 
that  OiKcer  proceeded  to  read 


HUNT'S  DEFENCE. 

My  Lord, 

Having,  under  a  positive  assurance  tliat  I  should 
be  admitted  a  witness  for  the  Crown,  made  a  full 
and  true  confession  of  all  the  facts  witliin  my  know- 
ledge respecting  this  horrible  and  melancholy  event, 
and  having  implicitly  relied  on  the  good  faith  of  the 
Magistrates  for  the  due  performance  of  their  s»>]einn 
promises,  made  previously  and  subsequent  to  my  dis- 
closure, I  forbore  to  make  the  slightest  preparation 
for  my  defence;  and,  after  your  Lordship  shall  be 
made  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstiinces  under 
which  that  confession  was  drawn  from  me,  vour  Lord- 
ship's  feeling  and  compassionate  heart  will  be  able  to 
appreciate,  althou(;h  I  am  unable  to  describe  tlie 
painful  emotions  of  surprise  and  disappointment  by 
which  I  was  overwhelmed,  when,  only  a  few  day» 
before  the  Assizes,  it  was  notified  to  me,  for  the  first 
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time,  that  I  was  to  be  placed  in  my  preset^  perilous 
and  awful  situatioiK 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  the  very  cireum- 
staucc  which  I  was  told  would  procure  me  forgive* 
ness,  and  ensure  my  safety,  has  alone  rendered  me 
amcuable  to  the  laws — ^namely,  my  own  disclosure 
and  declarations  ;  for,  although  the  prosecutors  may 
not  oiler  my  confession  in  evidence,  yet,  as  tliat  con- 
fession hi^s  been  published  in  every  -newspaper  in  the 
kingdom,  and  has  been  circulated  in  many  thousand 
pamphlets,  and  been  the  subject  of  universal  conver- 
sation, is  it  probable,  or  even  possible,  that  any  of 
tlie  gentlemen  who  are  now  sitting  in  judgment  on  my 
case  c:in  be  ignorant  that  such  a  confession  has  been 
made  ?  How  futile,  then,  and  unavailing  would  be 
any  observations  or  arguments  to  raise  a  presiunption 
of  the  innocence  of  a  man,  who  already,  to  a  certain 
extent,  stands  self-condemned?  Feeling  myself  in 
this  dilemma,  I  shall  abstain  from  troubling  your 
Lordship  with  any  detail  of  facts  or  observations 
upon  the  main  question  involved  in  the  indictment, 
but  merely  assert,  that  I  was  not  present  when  the 
unfoL  taiiatc  deceased  lost  his  life,  and  that  I  was  igno- 
rant of  any  ])reme(litated  plan  or  intention  to  destroy 
him  ;  I  never  knew  of  the  murder  until  after  it  was 
committed  ;  my  crime  consists  solely  in  concealment ; 
and  my  discovery  could  not  bring  the  dead  to  life; 
my  error  arises,  not  from  any  guilt  of  my  own,  but 
from  my  conceahnent  of  the  guilt  of  others.  I  am 
now  on  my  trial  for  having  been  privy  to  tlie  previous 
design — I  never  was  ;  I  certainly  concealed  it  after- 
wards, sooner  than  betray  tlie  misfortune  which  had 
been  confided  to  me.  Your  Lordship,  however,  will, 
I  am  sure,  tell  the  gentlemen  of  tlie  Jury  that  no  con- 
cealment or  conduct  of  mine  after  the  death  will 
make  out  the  present  charge  ;  and,  I  hope  botli  your 
Lordship  and  tiiese  gentlemen  are  too  just  and  mer- 
ciful to  convict  me  from  prejudice,  and  not  from 
proof. 
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I  now,  my  Lord,  most  respectfully  solicit  your 
humane  attention  to  the  following  statement: — 

''  On  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  tlie  29th  Oct. 
I  was  apprehended  in  London,  and  directly  conveyed 
to  Watford,  where  an  investigation  was  going  on 
respecting  the  then  supposed  murder  of  Mr.  Wcare. 
On  my  arrival  I  found  several  magistrates  assembled, 
and  Mr.  Noel,  who  was  apparently  conducting  the 
prosecution,  addressed  me  as  follows  : — *  Mr.  Hunt, 
for  God*s  sake,  tell  the  Magistrates  whatever  you 
know  of  this  murder,  and  in  all  probability  you  will 
be  admitted  as  an  evidence.  It  is  clear  that  Mr. 
Weare  has  been  murdered,  and  we  only  want  to  find 
where  tiie  body  is,  and  if  yon  know,  for  God*s  sake 
tell  us.'  I  repeatedly  denied  all  knowledge  of  the 
circumstance,  and  Mr.  Noel  as  frequently  importuned 
and  urged  me  to  confess. 

**  At  last  the  Magistrates  said,  *  Mr.  Hunt,  you 
had  bettor  retire  and  consider  the  offer  made  to  you, 
and  recollect  your  perilous  situation.'     I  wiis  then 
conveyed  into  another  room,  and  was  presently  fol- 
lowed by  Mr.  Noel,  who,  in  the  presence  of  Ruthven 
and  Upson,  repeatedly  told  me  that  if  I  would  tell 
where  the  body  was  (provided  I  did  not  actually 
commit  the  murder),  that  I  should  be  admitted  as  an 
evidence,  and  my  life  would  be  spared  ;  and  added, 
that  the  Magistrates  had  authorized  him  to  make  a 
pledge  to  this  effect.     Still,  however,  I  was  firm  in 
my  denial,  and  continued  so  until  Upson  the  officer 
tortured  my  feelings  by  the  mention  of  my  family. 
He  said  to  me,  '  Himt,  you  have  a  mother  /'     I  an- 
swered, •  Yes,  I  have.'    *  And  a  wife  also  ?'    I  said 
*  Yes.'     *  And  you  love  them  dearly  V     I  answered 
'  Yes,  very  dearly.'      Then,  said  he,  *  For  their 
sakes  do  not  risk  suffering  an  ignominious  death, 
but  tell  where  the  body  is,  and  give  your  evidence 
immediately,  or  you  may  be  too  late ;  for  Probert  or 
the  other  will  disclose,  and  then  nothing  can  save 
you,' 

address  had  a  great  effect  upon  me,  and 
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Noel  perceiving  it  again  pressed  me,  tivLjmgl  '  D^*" 
not  hesitate,  for  yoa  have  now  a  chance ;  conaidKr 
the  situation  you  are  in,  and  avail  yourself  of  the 
offer  now  made  to  you,  for  I  am  authorized  by  the 
Magistrates  to  say,  that  you  will  be  admitted  as  an  evi- 
dence for  the  Crown,  and  not  treated  as  the  ottien. 
You  will  merely  be  confined  until  the  trial,  to  give 
your  evidence,  and  then  be  discharged.'  On  receiv- 
ing this  assntrance  I  consented  to  become  a  witness, 
and  Mr.  Noel  then  asked  me  if  I  knew  where  the 
body  was?  I  told  him  yes;' that  I  could  not  de- 
scribe the  place  by  name,  but  I  could  point  it  out ; 
on  which  Mr.  Noel  struck  his  hand  on  the  table,  and 
exclaimed,  '  71iat*s  all  we  want,'  and  shaking  me  by 
the  hand  said,  '  Hunt,  I  am  very  glad  you  have 
saved  your  own  life.' 

"  }Xe  now  returned  into  the  room  where  ihe  Magis- 
trates were,  and  Mr.  Noel  told  them  I  was  ready  to 
make  a  disclosure,  and  said,  I  have  made  known  to 
him,  by  your  orders,  that  if  he  discovers  where  the 
body  is,  he  is  to  be  admitted  as  an  evidence ;  but; 
before  he  says  any  thing,  I  wish  him  to  have  that 
assurance  in  your  jjrescnce,  timt  he  may  be  satisfied 
from  yourselves  that  I  was  authorized  to  make  the 
promise.  The  Magistrates,  Mr.  Clutterbuck  and 
Mr.  Mason,  replied,  that  Mr.  Noel  had  their  autho- 
rity for  what  he  had  done ;  and  then  Mr.  Noel  said, 
*  Now,  Mr.  Hunt,  having  heard  the  Magistrates'  de- 
cision as  to  your  being  a  witness,  I  hope  you  are 
satisfied,  and  I  beg  you  will  take  a  seat,  and  tell  us 
all  you  know.*  I  then  detailed  every  thing  that  oc- 
curred to  my  recollection,  but  having  been  appre- 
hended early  on  the  preceding  day,  conveyed  into  the 
country,  and  h.irasscd  and  importuned  throughout  the 
night,  it  could  hardly  be  expected  that  I  should,  at 
four  or  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  making  a  very 
long  statement,  recollect  every  circumstance ;  indeed, 
the  Magistrates  were  aware  that  such  could  not  be 
the  case,  and  they  told  me,  that  as  in  the  hurry  and 
confusion  of  the  moment,  I  had,  no  doubt,  omitted 
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many  facts  that  I  should  afterwards  on  reflection  re- 
collect, iT  such  should  be  the  case,  I  had  only  to  ad- 
dress a  letter  to  the  Magistrates,  and  they  would 
immediately  attend  to  it. 

''  Shortly  after  quitting  the  room,  several  particulars 
came  to  my  recollection  which  I  had  not  named,  and 
1  directly  sent  for  Mr.  Noel  and  mentioned  them  to 
him.  At  nine  o  clock  the  same  morning,  I  went 
witli  tlie  officers  and  pointed  out  the  spot  where  the 
body  had  been  deposited  ;  I  was  then  taken  back  to 
tlie  Magistrates  to  sign  my  statement,  and  previous 
to  my  being  taken  to  prison,  ^Ir.  Clutterbuck  desired 
that  I  should  be  treated  with  kindness,  and  not  put 
under  any  unnecessary  restraint.  I  was  accordingly 
conveyed  to  St.  Alban's,  without  being  ironed  or 
handcuffed,  and  was  there  treated  with  every  possible 
indulgence. 

*•  On  being  taken  before  the  Coroner,  I  expe- 
rienced very  different  treatment;  but  still  I  had  no 
intimation  given  me  that  I  was  not  to  be  admitted  as 
a  witness  for  the  Crown  until  just  before  tlie  present 
indictment  was  found. 

"  It  is  perfectly  true,  that  when  before  the  Coroner 
I  was  admonished  to  make  no  fartlicr  confession ;  but 
the  admonition  was  a  mockery.  I  had  already,  under 
a  solemn  promise,  confessed  every  thing  material ; 
and  the  Coroner  himself,  when  he  thus  affected  to 
forewarn  me,  well  knew  that  he  and  his  Jury  were 
tliat  instant  sitting  in  inquest  on  the  body  solely  in 
consequence  of  my  disclosure ;  no  Jury  conUl  have 
sat — ^no  death  could  have  been  proved — no  body 
could  have  been  found — no  trial  could  have  been  had, 
but  for  my  instrumentality. 

"  I  was  trepanned  into  a  confession  by  the  jilighted 
faith  of  the  Magistracy  of  this  ct)unty.  If  they  break 
it  now,  they  will  not  merely  muke  me  the  victim  of 
its  violation,  but  they  will  bo  answerable  to  society 
for  every  future  crime  against  the  discovery  of  which 
their  conduct  will  be  an  etemd  admonition.  Who 
can  conGde  in  promises  hereafter  ?  Who  ,cn.»*  rest  his 
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life  on  magisterial  aasuraiices  ?  To  no  human  being 
can  they  ever  pledge  themselves  more  sacredly  than 
to  me ;  yet  here  I  stand  to-day  a  proof  of  thev  sin- 
cerity ;  nay,  more  than  than  this,  not  only  have  they 
broken  faith  and  violated  honour,  but  while  the  press 
was  imceasing  in  the  excitement  of  prejudice-awhile 
the  theatre  and  tlie  painter  were  employed  in  poison* 
ing  the  public  mind — while  every  engine  was  at  work 
to  diminish  the  chances  of  an  impartial  trial,  these- 
very  nien»  who  had  thus  ensnared  me  by  perfidious 
declarations,  closed  their  prison  door  against  friends 
and  legal  advisers,  and  opened  tlicm  only  to  the  man- 
date of  tlie  King  s  Bench. 

'^  Thus  was  I  first  ensnared,  and  afterwards  sought 
to  be  sacrificed.  Seduced  into  a  confession,  which 
was  tmmpeted  through  the  world,  and  then  cruelly 
secluded  until  the  time  arrived  when  I  was  to  suffer — 
not  for  my  crime,  but  my  credulity  ;  not  because  I 
erred,  but  because  I  trusted ;  not  because  I  violated 
the  law,  but  because  I  confided  in  ihe  conscience  of 
its  ministers.  It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  my  confession 
was  not  complete ;  it  was  as  ample  as  could  iiave 
been  expected  at  the  moment,  from  an  exhausted 
frame  and  an  agitated  mind.  It  was  subsequently 
amended,  where  it  was  at  first  deficient ;  and  no  so- 
phistry can  evade  the  fact  that  through  that  confession 
alone  the  body  was  discovered.  Thus,  then,  the 
main  circumstance,  that  on  which  every  tiling  turned, 
was  disclosed  at  once ;  and  it  is  absurd  to  attribute  to 
aught  but  momentary  confusion,  any  minor  conceal- 
ment, wlien  the  <j;reat,  essential,  and  indispensable 
development  had  taken  place. 

*•  As  a  proof  that  even  the  Coroner  himself  consi- 
dered my  confession  so  am|)le  as  to  ensure  my  pardon, 
and  thit  in  his  mind,  notwithstanding  his  admonition, 
the  i)ro!nisc  of  the  Magistracy  ought  to  be  held  invio- 
late, I»ear  his  own  words  to  Mr.  Nicholls,  one  of  the 
witnesses  examined.  *  The  consequence  of  your  delay 
has  been  tlie  escape  of  Hunt  from  justice  ;  for  he  has 
been  iidmittcd  a  witness  for  the  Crown  by  the  Magis- 
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tntes,  as  they  were  afraid  the  body  was  disposed  of.  * 
Now  what  did  these  words  mean,  if  the  Coroner  was 
not  fully  convinced  that  I  had  merited  and  ensnrod 
niy  pardon  ? 

"'J he  prosecutors,  my  Lon!,  m:iy  :jfrert  fn  s.^y, 
that  as  they  refuse  to  grant  me  the  boon  promised  for 
tile  disclosure,  they  will  dech'ne  using,  or  taking  any 
advantage  of  the  confession,  and  I  humbly  submit 
that  such  a  line  of  conduct  would  be  alone  consistent 
with  justice  and  fair  dealing ;  for  if  tfiey  retract  their 
engagement,  they  ought  not  to  place  me  in  a  worse 
situation  than  I  was  in  at  the  first  moment,  when,  con- 
fiding in  their  integrity,  I  unbosomed  the  secret.  Tf 
the  prosecutors  act  with  liberality,  and  forbear  to 
offer  a  tittle  of  evidence  respecting  the  body,  and,  in 
conducting  the  case,  consider  it  as  still  undiscoverecU 
I  can  have  no  cause  to  complain  of  plighted  faith  and 
broken  promises,  because  your  Lordship  need  not  be 
reminded  that  it  has  been  laid  down  as  a  principle, 
that  no  death  can  be  considered  as  proved  unless  the 
body  be  found,  and,  consequently,  in  this  case,  no 
conviction  can  take  place.  But  if  witnesses  are  pro- 
duced to  prove  the  finding  of  the  body,  can  il  be 
said  that  my  confession  has  not  been  taken  advan- 
tage of  ?  and  will  not  the  prosecutors  be  taunting  mc 
by  an  affectation  of  candour,  if  they  take  credit  for 
not  giving  in  evidence  any  declaration  made  by  mc, 
while  they  avail  themselves  of  ^e  very  essence  ancl 
substance  of  the  communication  I 

"  In  confirmation  of  the  promises  made  to  mc  by 
the  Magistrates  and  ^\r,  Noel,  I  beg  to  refer  to  a 
statement  which  the  latter  gentleman  has  published  in 
the  newspapers;  wherein  he  says,  *  It  is  now  incum* 
bent  on  me  to  state  the  reasons  for  the  oflcr  of  mercy 
held  out  to  Hunt,'  and  then  he  tlius  proceeds :  Not' 
withstanding  the  most  diligent  searches  for  the  body, 
no  discovery  had  been  made  of  it  as  late  as  four 
o'clock  past  midnight  of  Thursday  morning,  the  30th 
of  October,  the  sixth  day  after  the  murder,  and  at 
that  hour  the  informations  and  investigations  had  ter« 
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minated  with  no  clae  whatever  to  the  real  person 
murdered.'  Mr.  Noel  next  describes  his  invitations 
to  me  to  make  a  disclosure,  with  a  view  to  ray  bein^ 
admitted  as  an  approver  ;  his  desiring  me  to  retire  to 
consider  of  his  proposal ;  and  after  I  had  left  the 
room,  he  says  he  addressed  the  Magistrates  as  (oU 
lows : — *  Gentlemen,  if  you  do  not  approve  of  the 
offer  of  mercy  held  out  to  Hunt,  say  so,  and  I  will  go 
to  him.  Recollect,  without  the  body  is  found,  not* 
withstanding  the  strong  evidence  against  one  of  tlie 
parties,  we  shall  do  nothing ;  and  Mr.  Clutterbuck 
and  Mr.  Mason  both  gave  unqualified  approbation  to 
my  mode  of  examination,  and  of  the  offer  of  mercy 
held  out  to  Hunt.* 

"  And  in  another  part  of  Mr.  Noel's  statement,  he 
says,  *  Not  only  at  Watford,  but  at  the  Inquest,  it 
was  the  general  opinion  of  Mr.  Mason  and  the  Ma- 
gistrates, that  the  body  might  have  remained  con- 
cealed in  Hill's  Slough)  the  place  where  it  was 
found  (a  distance  of  tlirec  miles  and  a  half  from  the 
spot  where  the  murder  was  committed)  until  it  had 
been  decomposed,  and  beyond  the  possibility  of  iden- 
tifying ;  and  such  was  the  insignificance  of  the  slough, 
that  i)crsons  employed  to  diMg  all  pits,  ponds,  &c., 
would  have  passed  by  it,  and  therefore  they  were  con- 
firmed in  their  opinion  as  to  the  policy  and  propriety 
ol'  sanctioning  my  oRcr  of  mercy  to  Hunt ;  and  pre- 
vious to  the  oflTer  being  made,  it  was  our  united  opi- 
nion that  the  corpse  had  been  removed  to  London, 
and  probably  thrown  into  the  Thames  either  entire  or 
piecemeal.' 

*'  In  addition  to  this  statement,  ^Ir.  Noel  inserts 
tt  letter  from  Mr.  Clutterbuck  to  himself,  in  which  the 
Magistrate  observes,  that  as  my  case  was  then  gone 
out  ol'the  hands  of  Ihc  Magistrates,  all  that  could  be 
dono  frr  me  was  to  ask  of  the  Court  whether  they 
would  allow  me  to  be  evidence  for  the  Crown. 

"  Having  now,  my  Lord,  faithfully  stated  the  ht- 
duccments  by  which  I  was  led  to  make  tliat  disrio* 
sure  which  alone  rendered  myself  and  my  felloW'^ri- 
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soners  amenable  to  justice,  I  respectfully  submit  to 
your  lordship,  whctiier,  in  being  now  put  upon  my 
trial,  and  made  tlie  victim  of  my  own  credulity,  Ihavo 
been  fairly  and  candidly  dealt  witli?  I  will  not,  my 
lord,  attempt  to  point  out  or  discuss  the  mischiefs 
likely  to  arise  if  such  engagements  as  were  entered 
into  witii  nic  arc  to  he  cuncellcd  at  pleasure,  becausQ 
they  will  occur  much  more  forcibly  to  your  lonIship*s 
enlightened  mind :  indeed,  so  far  as  I  am  individually 
Gonccrucd,  my  fate  is  a  subject  of  triiHng  importance. 
1  Iiave  no  desire  to  prolong  a  wretched  existence,  un- 
less it  be  to  afford  the  opportunity  of  endeavouring 
by  prayer  and  penitence  to  obtain  mercy  and  forgive- 
ness of  the  Almighty,  for  the  sins  and  transgressions  I 
have  committed.  Hut  in  pity  to  the  feelings  of  an 
aged  and  respectable  mother,  a  virtuous  and  amiable 
wife,  and  my  dearly  beloved  brother  and  sister,  I  do 
feel  most  anxious  to  avoid  an  ignominious  death ;  and 
it  is  therefore  for  tlieir  sakcs,  more  than  for  my  own, 
tliut  I  fervently  and  earnestly  entreat  the  performance 
of  the  solemn  pledge  made  to  me  of  sjiaring  my  life. 
I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  most  humhiy  re- 
pose my  fate  to  tlic  justice  and  humanity  of  your  lord- 
ship.'' 

"When  Mr.  Knnpp  had  concliuled  the  reading  of 
this  document.  Hunt  rose  and  said,  that  he  hud  an- 
other paper  which  he  wished  to  have  read.  lie  was 
proceeding  to  read  it  himself,  when 

Mr.  Justice  Park  asked  him  whether  he  had  not 
better  allow  that  paper  also  to  be  read  by  the  officer 
of  the  Court. 

Hunt  replied,  that  as  the  paper  was  very  short,  he 
would  proceed  to  read  it  himself.  He  wished  to  add 
to  the  defence  which  had  already  been  read,  that  the 
greater  part  of  Probert*s  evidence  was  false,  and 
especially  that  part  of  it  in  which  it  was  stated,  that 
he  (Hunt)  was  acquainted  with  all  tlie  circumstances 
which  occurred  previously  to  the  murder.  lu  order 
to  lave  his  own  life,  Probert  had  found  it  necessary 
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to  sacrifice  his.  One  fact  whid  ProAerthBd  stated, 
every  body  must  see  must  be  fakei  Probert  had 
8aid»  that  he  (Hunt)  had  pointed  out  the. place  where 
he  was  to  be  set  down  on  the  road.  Now  it  was  in 
evidence  tliat  he  had  never  before  been  in  Ihat  past 
of  tiie  country.  How,  then,  could  he  knew  anj 
tiling  about  the  places  on  the  road  ? 

Mr.  Justice  Park,  finding  that  Hunt  had  conchidedr 
desired  one  of  tlie  Hertfordshire  constables  to  be 
placed  in  the  witness-box.  One  of  them  was  accord-- 
ingly  placed  there.  The  learned  Judge  then  asked 
him,  whether  he  knew  where  Giirs-hill-lane  was  I  He 
replied  that  he  ^did  not.  He  was  in  consequenoe 
dismissed. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  said,  that  his  reason  for  examin- 
ing the  constable  was,  to  have  legal  proof  thai  Gill's* 
hill-lane  was  in  tlie  county  of  Hertford.  Peihaps 
there  was  some  in  court  who  could  prove  it. 

It  was  stated  that  the  Coroner  was  in  court,  and 
could  prove  the  point  in  question.  He  was  accord- 
ingly put  into  the  witness-box,  and  proved  that  not 
only  Giirs-hllHane,  but  also  tlie  place  where  Mr. 
Weare's  body  was  found,  were  in  the  county  of 
Hertford. 


THE  JUDGE'S  CHARGE  TO  THE  JURY. 

A  few  minutes  before  twelve  o'clock  the  learned 
Judge  proceeded  to  siun '  up  the  evidence  to  the 
Jury. 

The  present  case  his  Lordship  said,  was  one  of 
great  importance,  and  had  already  occupied  a  very 
great  portion  of  their  time  and  labour.  It  was  a 
case  which  was  of  vast  importance  to  tlie  prisoners, 
und  scarcely  of  less  importance  to  the  public.  The 
prisoners  was  indicted  in  this  manner — one  of  them. 
John  Thurtell,  as  the  principal  felon,  and  the  other, 
Joseph  Hunt,  as  the  party  who  had  stirred  ap,  moved, 
abetted^  procuredp  commanded,  hired,  counselled^  and 


directed  John  Thurtell  to  perpetrate  the  murder^i  or, 
in  legal  language,  as  an  accessory  before  the  fact. 
If  he  had  only  been  guilty  of  concealing  tlie  murder 
after  it  had  been  committed,  he  was  only,  as  he  said 
in  his  defence,  an  accessory  after  the  fact,  and  there* 
fore  could  not  be  convicted  upon  this  indictment. 

The  question  which  they  bad  to  decide  was,  like 
all  other  examinations  into  the  death  of  a  man,  of 
great  importance :  for  tiie  law  of  England  placed,  and 
very  properly  placed,  so  high  a  value  on  the  life  of  a 
citizen,  as  to  deem  every  killing  a  murder ;  and,  it 
therefore  threw  upon  the  person  accused,  the  burden 
of  showing  the  circumstances  of  extenuation,  which 
reduced  the  killing  from  murder  to  manslaughter,  or 
which  made  it  no  killing,  but  that  which  the  law  ex- 
cused or  justified.  The  present  question  did  not, 
however,  depend  upon  any  point  of  that  imture.  Tlie 
only  question  before  the  Jury  was,  who  committed 
the  murder  of  Mr.  Weare ;  for,  it  was  not  pretended 
by  either  of  Uie  prisoners,  that,  if  they  committed  it, 
there  were  any  circumstances  which  justified  them  in 
d6ing  so. 

The  defence  of  the  principal  in  tliis  indictment  was, 
tliat  he  did  not  commit  the  fact  charged  against  him ; 
and,  if  he  did  not  commit  that  fact,  all  inquiry  regard* 
ing  the  accessory  was  useless  and  unnecessary.  There 
was  this  distinction  between  the  two  prisoners  at  the 
bar,  a  distinction  which,  though  it  made  no  legal  defence 
in  their  situation, — ^for  accessories  before  the  fact 
stood  exactly  on  the  same  ground  as  principals,  was 
still  worth  their  notice — there  was  tliis  distinction 
between  the  two  prisoners,  that  if  they  tliought  tliat 
there  was  no  testimony  to  affect  John  Thurtell,  then 
they  needed  not  to  inquire  as  to  tlie  guilt  of  Joseph 
Hunt ;  for  Hunt  being  only  indicted  for  coimselling 
and  abetting  John  Thurtell  in  the  commission  of  this 
murder,  it  was  dear  that  if  they  thought  that  John 
Thurtell  did  not  commit  it,  Hunt  could  not  have  ooun- 
aoHadk  or  abetted  him  in  the  commission.  «•  t 
C'jL^Tbito'.was  likewise  another  ^iShwnop  .belmlBD 
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tbetn^  viz.  that  though  they  might  think  Jiihn  Thurtell 
guilty,  it  did  not  follow  that  Ihey  must  necessarily 
iind  Joseph  Hunt  guilty  of  aiding,  oounsdiing,  and 
abetting  him.  He  trusted  that  he  had  thus  explained 
te  their  satisfaction  tlie  distinction  whicii  existed  in 
tlie  cases  of  the  two  prisoners. 

The  Jury  had  heard,  as  well  as  he  had,  tlie  topics 
which  had  been  offered  by  lliurtell  in  his  defence ; 
and  before  he  went  into  the  evidence,  which  he  should 
detail  to  them  very  minutely,  and  should  examine 
witli  all  tlie  discrimination  which  his  mind  could  bring 
to  it,  he  would  beg  leave  to  call  their  attention  to 
them.  He  should  not  be  doing  justice  to  that  de* 
fence,  if  he  did  not  fully  admit  that  the  beginning  and 
end  of  it  were  eminently  manly,  energetic,  and  pow<^ 
erful,  and  were  highly  creditable  to  the  party  who  had 
drawn  it  up.  He  could  not,  however,  help  saying, 
though  he  was  not  one  of  tliose  who  took  pleasure  in 
saying  any  thing  harsh,  tliat  he  could  not  admire  the 
judgment  of  those  who  had  advised  the  prisoner  to 
disligiire  and  deform  that  defence  by  putting  so  foolish 
a  middle  between  so  able  a  commencement  and  con* 
elusion.  If  it  had  been  the  wish  of  the  parties  to  have 
weakened  the  defence  iis  much  as  possible,  they  could 
not  have  cfTectcd  tlieir  purpose  better  than  by  quoting 
cases  from  the  Pern/  Anccdoiesy  and  otlier  volumes, 
of  which  no  lawyer  knew  any  thing,  and  which,  for  any 
thinghc  knew,  might  even  be  mere  volumes  of  romance. 
By  such  a  proceeding,  the  defence  had  lost  all  the 
eflcct  of  tlie  opinion  of  that  eminent  man  Lord  Hale 
— an  opinion  which  was  so  sound,  that  no  man  in  his 
senses  would  presume  to  question  it — an  opinion  on 
which  he  had  recently  acted  in  a  case  in  Sussex-— 
namely,  that  in  order  to  prove  the  crime  of  murder, 
it  should  be  shown  that  the  man  said  to  be  murdered 
was  absolutely  dead.  That  opinion  was  founded  in 
common  sense ;  it  required  no  authority  save  that  of 
Lord  Hale,  and  it  certainly  acquired  no  weight  from 
the  farrago  of  romance  and  nonsense  which  fomebodjr 
htd  put  into  the  hands  of  the  priioner ;  for  he  did  not 
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Etippose-ihat  the  prisoner  was  the  persofn  who  had  hiitt^ 
self  collected  it. 

The  principal,  Thurtell,  had  chiefly  rested  his  de^ 
fence  on  the  danger  of  giving  too  implicit  credence 
to  circumstantial  evidence.  If  the  doctrine  which 
he  had  that  day  advanced  were  to  be  carried  to  the 
extent  for  which  he  contended,  there  would  be  an  end 
at  once  to  the  judicature  of  man.  As  long  as  man 
was  the  infirm  and  imperfect  creature  which  he  now 
was — as  long  as  his  knowledge  remained  of  the  con- 
fined and  limited  nature  that  it  now  was — liow  could 
he  arrive  at  any  certainty  in  matters  of  tliis  descrip- 
tion, except  by  a  concatenation  of  circumstances,  all 
leading  to  one  and  the  same  result  I 

It  would  be  absurd  to  deny  ttic  value,  the  great 
and  important  value,  of  circumstantial  evidence  ;  for 
though  in  the  lapse  of  some  hundred  years,  some 
cases  might  be  cited  in  whicli  it  had  led  to  unforta- 
nate  conclusions,  yet  circumstantial  evidence  in  the 
testimony  of  all  persons  who  were  accustomed  to 
attend  to  judicial  proceedings,  not  only  of  those  who 
had  sat  on  the  bench  to  which  he  had  been  raised, 
but  also  of  those  who  were  most  eminent  as  prac- 
titioners at  the  bar,  was  considered  as  more  satis- 
factory in  producing  conviction  in  the  human  mind, 
than  the  direct  testimony  of  any  single  individual 
who  saw  the  crime  in  question  committed. 

He  would  endeavour  to  exemplify  the  doctrine 
which  he  had  been  laying  down  on  this  ])oint  l>y  a 
particular  instance.  This  man  Probert — thiin  wliom 
a  more  infamous  character  could  not  easily  be  con- 
ceived— ^a  man,  who  by  the  very  fact  of  hfs  being 
admitted  as  evidence  for  tlie  crown,  was  placed  be- 
fore them  as  an  accomplice  in  murder — v/ho  had  not 
been  rendered  a  whit  blacker  than  he  was  before  by 
the  very  respectable  testimony  of  Mr.  Wadcson, 
who  being  asked  whether  he  who  would  believe  Pro- 
bert upon  oath,  replied,  with  a  caution  which  was 
not  more  than  he  (Mr.  Justice  Park)  had  expected 
from  a  long  acquaintance  with  his  (Mr.  Wadeson"^) 
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character,  ^*  I  woidd  not  belieye  him-  upon  hto 
oath»  unless  be  were  corroborated .  by  other  wil« 
nesses/' — for  how  could  that  man  who  had  conmittod 
perjury  on  bis  examination  before  tiie  commiflsionera 
regarding  his  bankruptcy,  be  considered  as  less  vile 
than  the  man  who  had  concealed  the  murder  of  his 
friend  ? 

This  man  Probert — (for  he  formed  an  example 
well  calculated  to  illustrate  tho  difference  between 
direct  and  circumstantial  evidence)  might  be  influ* 
enced  by  bad  motives  against  the  prisoner  Thurtellt 
and»  therefore,  miglit  frame  his  evidence  in  such 
a  manner  ais  to  ensure  his  conviction.  He  would 
assume  that  such  bad  motives  did  exist,  and  that 
Probert  and  one  or  two  others  had  conspired  against 
him.  Then  in  what  situation  were  the  jury  and 
himself  placed — acting  as  they  would  have  to  act 
on  the  oath  of  a  man  who  was  declared  not  to  be  a 
credible  witness  on  his  oath  ?  Were  they  to  con- 
clude that  the  fifty-three  other  witnesses  who  had 
been  examined  on  this  trial,  who  had  corroborated 
the  statement  of  Probert  and  others,  and  of  whom 
some  (lid  not  even  know  the  person  of  the  prisoner 
Thurtelly  were  likewise  conspirators  against  him  ?  Or 
were  they  to  conclude  that  tlic  corroboration  of  Pro- 
bert and  others  by  so  many  indifferent  witnesses,  was 
a  decisive  proof  of  the  truth  of  their  statements  ?  For 
his  own  part,  he  would  say,  that  there  never  was 
a  case  in  which  circumstantial  evidence  was  more 
useful. 

Circumstantial  evidence,  however,  was  said  to  be 
doubtful.  He  allowed  thift  it  was,  and  so,  indeed^ 
was  all  evidence.  If  not,  why  were  they  and  he  in 
that  court  together  ?  They  were  well  aware  that 
they  were  met  to  exercise  their  judgment  in  sift- 
ing all  the  evidence,  direct  as  well  as  indirect, 
that  might  be  submitted  to  their  notice.  They  were 
not  sift  the  circumstantial  evidence  merely,  they 
were  to  sift  the  direct  evidence  also ;  and  if  upon 
a  review  of  both,  they  entertained  any  strong  doabtf 
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aft  to  the  guilt  of  the  prisoners,  such  as  rationtil  men 
who  vaiii^  the  sanctity  of  tiicir  oaths  ou2;ht  to  ioel, 
then,  as  the  prisoner  Tlmrtell  had  obscrvnl,  they 
were  bound  to  gire  the  benefit  of  such  doubts  to  the 
prisoners,  and  to  acquit  them  of  tlie  chergc  '.vhich 
bad  been  brought  against  them. 

There  is,  said  the  learned  Judge,  another  rirfiint- 
stance  in  this  case,  wliich  renders  it  parti ^^iilarly 
distressing  to  those  who  have  to  look  u\uy\  it  in  a 
judicial  point  of  view.  We  arc  met  at  tiie  very 
outset  of  it  by  an  evil  which  no  man  can  deny,  ar.d 
which  I  think  few  will  be  found  to  ])alliatc.  !t  is 
painful  for  me  to  reflect  upon  it,  or  to  C'>n«^i(V>r  of 
the  consequences  to  which  it  must  iiltimafcly  Ic.id. 
It  is  ray  practice — and  I  am  sure  that  Uios?  v.  ho 
know  me  will  bear  testimony  to  tlie  tnith  of  my  ob- 
servation—it is  my  practice  never  to  go  out  ol'  n:y 
way  to  say  any  thing  harsh  of  any  hunvm  li?in|^; 
but  1  should  be  unworthv  of  the  situation  whWh  1 
now  fill,  I  should  even  deserve  to  meet  v.Mt'  i:n- 
peachment,  if  I  did  ijot  fully  and  fcarlt'ssly  dischirge 
those  duties  which  my  judicial  station  impost'?  ;];.'>ii 
me;  and  I  shall  therefore  proceed  to  make  t!:ose 
observations  which  I  conceive  justice  demand?  ironi 
ine,  even  though  I  may  he  attacked  for  them  hy  all 
the  artillery  of  libel. 

It  is  peculiarly  distressing  to  me  to  find  that  hoth 
the  prisoners  arc  obliged  in  the  very  outset  of  tir  ir 
defence  to  beseech,  entreat,  implore,  and  co!ij'n\', 
you,  if  you  have  ever  heard  or  read  of  any  th.ini.':  to 
their  prejudice  or  disadvantage  in  the  last  few 
months,  to  dismiss  it  euttirely  from  your  th'>u::h.S-, 
and  to  avoid  it  as  you  would  the  breath  of  a  .K^-ti- 
lence.  Much,  too  much,  has  unfortuately  been  ]iib- 
lished  upon  this  subject ;  and  I  cannot  but  say,  that 
such  statements  of  evidence,  as  I  am  informed  1\  ive 
appeared  regarding  this  case,  are  calculated  to  coy- 
nipt  justice  in  its  very  source.  If  tliey  nrc  rot 
checked  immediately  by  authority,  I,  for  one,  .^hail 
tremble  for  tiie  constitution  of  my  eonntryi     We 
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have  long  boasted,  and  I  think  justly  boasted,  of  the 
purity  with  which  justice  is  administered  amongst 
us ;  but  if  the  practices  which  are  recently  grown 
up  arc  allowed  to  continue,  that  boast  must  before 
long  become  a  mere  idle  boast. 

You  are  called  into  that  box,  Gentlemen  of  the 
Jury,  to  decide,  by  the  help  of  that  judgment  which 
God  has  given  you,  fairly,  impartially,  and  without 
prejudice,  upon  the  evidence  which  is  submitted  to 
you  in  this  Court.  But  how  can  you  do  this,  if  you 
are  allowed  to  have  your  minds  previously  poisoned 
witli  that  which  is  no  evidence  at  all  in  the  case  ? 
How  can  you  conic  to  an  unprejudiced  consideration 
of  tlic  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  prisoners,  if  you  are 
permitted  to  read  a  confession  like  that  of  Hunt's,  pub- 
lished in  every  newspaper?  That  confession  has  been 
printed  in  all  the  jiapcrs,  and  has  been  read  by  the 
public,  and  has,  perhaps,  been  considered  by  some  of 
you,  Gentlemen,  as  evidence  in  this  trial — a  confes- 
sion which  the  Learned  Counsel  of  the  Crown  never 
ventured  to  tender  to  me  as  evidence,  and  which,  if 
he  Wm\  tendered  it,  I  should,  under  the  circumstances 
wliich  iiavo  come  to  niv  knowlcdsfe  since  this  trial 
coivinicncod,  have  rejected  at  once,  as  no  evidence 
at  all. 

Tiicreforc  it  is  that  T  say,  that  the  public  mind  is 
j)():soned  by  the  publication  of  these  statements;  and 
it  was  uj,on  that  consideration  that  I  took  upon  my- 
scH"  at  iiwv  last  meeting  tlie  responsibility  of  post- 
j)0!iing  this  trir-!,  and  also  the  additional  labour,  which 
[  by  no  means  regard,  of  meeting  you  here  a  second 
time.  At  that  time  I  did  not  think  it  fair,  nor  have  I 
altered  that  opinion  since,  to  put  the  jn'isoners  on  their 
trial  heforc  the  prejr.dice  had  had  some  time  to  subside* 
which  must  have  been  occasioned  bv  the  libels  which 
the  iiflidavit  which  on  that  occasion  was  read  to  me 
stilted,  lip.d  been  generally  propagated  concerning 
them.  I  have  the  satisfiiction  of  mv  own  conscious- 
ness  that  I  acted  rijrht  upon  that  occasion,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  I  may  say  that  I  have  the  approbation  of 
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those  Nvhose  approbation  is  most  valuable,  for  the  pro- 
ceeding which  I  tlien  adopted. 

I  must  again  repeat,  that  every  circumstance  con- 
nected with  tins  case  renders  the  publication  of  the 
statements  which  have  appeare'd  regarding  it  particu- 
larly painful  to  all  who  arc  concerned  in  it.  Why 
they  are  so  to  the  prisoners,  every  one  of  you  will 
clearly  perceive.  To  nic,  tiicy  arc  ])ro(luctivc  of  tlic 
greatest  pain  and  anxiety,  lest  by  sonic  unintentional 
lapse  of  mine  you  should  be  impressed  by  certain 
evidence  which  has  been,  but  ought  not  to  have  been, 
brought  before  you,  and  which  ought  not  to  produce 
any  effect  upon  your  mind.  I  am  sure,  however,  tliat 
no  newspaper  publications — no  pamphlets — no  libels 
of  any  description  will  make  the  slightest  impression 
upon  your  minds  ;  but  that  you  will  do  your  duty  to 
the  prisoners  and  to  your  country,  as  you  will  an- 
swer it  hereafter  to  God  and  to  your  own  consciences. 

These  are  the  principal  observations  whicli  suggest 
themselves  to  my  mind  regarding  the  nature  of  cir- 
cumstantial evidence,  and  tlic  prejudice  which  may 
exist  i]>  consequence  of  the  improper  i)ublications  in 
the  daily  newspapers.  The  Learned  Judge  then  j)ro- 
ceeded  to  observe,  that  the  point  win'ch  the  other  pri- 
soner, Joseph  Hunt,  had  made,  was  a  point  rather  to 
be  considered  by  him  than  by  the  Jury. 

A  motion  had  been  yesterday  made  before  him, 
which  the  greater  part  of  tkcm  had  perhaps  heard,  and 
in  which  the  same  arguments  had  been  used  by  the 
Learned  Comiscl  who  then  argued  the  case,  as  had 
been  tliat  day  advanced  by  the  prisoner  liimseh\  tend- 
ing to  sliow  that  he  was  bound  to  put  off  this  trial,  in 
order  to  afford  Hunt  an  opportunity  of  appealing  to 
the  Crown  to  be  admitted  evidence.  The  form  in 
which  that  argument  was  put  by  the  Learned  Counsel, 
who  argued  it  witli  considerable  power  and  ability, 
showed  him  that  he  could  not  properly  postpone  the 
trial.  Supposing  that  Hunt  had  ever  had  any  reason 
to  make  an  appeal  to  ttie  Crown  of  tlie  nature  which 
his  Counsel  recommended,  and  he  did  not  know  whe- 
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thcr  Hunt  might  not  already  have  made  such  an  ap- 
peal, it  was  clear  tliat  Hunt- had  already  had  time 
enough  to  make  it,  owing  to  tlie  former  posponement 
of  the  assizes.  If  he  had  ])ut  off  the  trial;  as  the 
Learned  Counsel  had  requested  iiim  to  do,  he  should 
only  have  given  tlie  prisoner  an  opportunity  of  doiAg 
that  at  present,  which  he  was  at  full  liberty  to  have 
done  a  month  ago.  Therefore,  powerful  as  the  aipi- 
nient  urged  by  the  prisoner  might  be,  it  was  one  upon 
whicii  nciilier  he  nor  the  Jury  could  act  at  present. 
Thus  far,  however,  he  sliould  have  acted  upon  tt,*^ 
that  if  the  Learned  Counsel  for  the  ]}rosecution  had 
offered  Hunt's  confession  to  him  as  evidence,  he  diould 
have  rejected  it  as  inadmissible. 

Much  had  been  said  regarding  the  effect  of  tliis 
confession,  and  of  the  mamior  in  which  it  had  been 
obtained.  He  was  however  sure  tlmt  the  profes- 
sional advisers  of  this  young  man  were  well  aware, 
that  even  if  a  confession  were  extorted  from  a  crimi- 
nal by  any  promise  of  pardon  or  pledge,  that  it  would 
be  better  for  him  to  make  it;  yet  if,  in  the  case  of 
stolon  gooJs,  the  goods  were  Ibund,  or  in  tlic  case  of 
murder,  the  body  of  the  uuudered  pereon  were  pro- 
duced, the  lindiug  of  the  goods  in  one  case,  and  the 
proilucticm  of  tlie  body  in  the  other,  would  sliow,  that 
tliDii^Ii  li.c  confe:ision  niiirht  hiivc  been  extnicted  from 
liini  ai.wortlnly,  still  he  had  spoken  truth,  rr.ul  had  not 
frciiii  iVar  or  any  other  motive  accused  himself  or 
otlicifj  of  a  crime  whicli  liad  no  existence.  Therefore 
he  s«ud  tlierc  was  no  peculiar  hardship  in  the  case  of 
this  young  mun,  and  tliat  liu  was  only  suficring  that 
whicii  every  other  criminal  had  previously  suffered  m  ' 
his  situation.  Me  was  stating  these  points  for  their 
consideration,  and  he  had  now  finished  all  the  prelimi- 
nary observations  he  had  to  make  upon  the  topics 
whicii  had  been  presented  to  his  mind  by  the  defence 
of  the  prisoners. 

He  sliould  now  proceed  to  the  investigation  of  the 
evidence  whicii  he  should  go  througii  widi  tiie  utmost 
minuteness,  stating  to  them  the  impressions  which  it 
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had  mide  open  his  mind,  and  leaving  them  to  be 
adopted  or  not  bjr  the  Jury,  as  they  might  tliink  proper. 
The  first  obseryation  he  should  make  on  the  evidence 
was,  that  the  great  body  of  this  crime  depended  on 
tile  evidence  which  Probcrt  and  his  wife  had  given 
regarding  these  dreadful  transactions.  As  Probcrt 
was  an  accomplice  in  this  crime,  he  would  state  to 
them  what  the  law  of  England  was  regarding  the  evi- 
dence of  an  accomplice. 

It  ought  never  to  be  forgotten  that,  when  an  ac- 
complice came  into  the  witness  box  to  be  examined, 
he  came  into  it  loaded  with  all  fte  gnilt  of  the  par- 
ties against  whom  he  gave  his  testimony  ;  and  that  it 
was  therefore  impossible  to  make  him  a  blacker  cha- 
racter than  he  already  was  by  his  own  confession.  If 
he  came  to  accuse  his  accomplices  of  house-breaking 
or  robbery,  he  placed  himself  before  the  Jury  as  a 
house-breaker  and  a  robber.  If  he  came  to  accuse 
them  of  murder,  he  was,  in  point  of  moral  guilt, 
equally  a  murderer  with  those  whom  he  came  to  ac- 
cuse, though  he  was  not  in  point  of  law,  liable  to  the 
same  heavy  consequences. 

The  law  of  England  was,  that  an  accomplice  might 
be  set  up  to  be  examined  in  the  first  instance; 
he  was  a  perfectly  competent  witness,  and  the  only 
question  was,  whether  he  was  a  credible  one.  It 
was  the  province  of  the  judge  to  decide  as  to  his 
competency,  and  of  the  Jury  to  decide  as  to  his  cre- 
dibility. He  now,  therefore,  told  them  that  Probert 
was  a  competent  witness ;  but  having  set  him  up  & 
such,  he  was  next  bound  to  advise  them  not  to  attend 
to  one  syllable  that  he  uttered,  unless  tlicy  found  him 
corroborated  in  the  main  points  of  his  evidence  by 
other  witnesses  of  unimpeachable  integrity.  He  did 
not  say  corroborated  in  all  points,  because  if  he  were 
corroborated  in  all,  there  would  be  no  need  of  his 
testimony,  and  he  ought  to  be  placed  at  the  bar  to  be 
tried  along  with  his  associates.  He  was  placed  in 
the  witness-box  not  to  be  corroborated  in  all  points, 
for  lua  evidenee  was  only  wanted  on  a  few  points,  on 
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which  full  liglit  could  not  otiierwise  bo  thrown ;  but 
if  he  were  corroborated  in  the  main  points  of  bis 
statements  by  other  witnesses,  who  had  no  connexion 
with  him,  tlien  they  were  bound,  in  bis  opinion,  to 
give  him  credit  upon  those  in  which  he  remained  un- 
supported. 

A  great  many  sensible  observations  had  been  made 
upon  the  value  of  Probert's  testimony  by  the  prisoner, 
Thurtell.  lie  would  not  weary  the  Jury  by  reca- 
pitulating them,  but  would  tell .  them  in  one  word, 
that  with  all  that  Thurtell  had  said  upon  that  subject, 
he  fully  and  cordially  agreed.  He  would  say  with 
Mr.  Wadeson,  tliat  he  would  not  believe  that  indi- 
vidual upon  oath,  unless  he  found  him  corroborated 
from  some  otiier  quarter. 

His  Lordship  then  adverted  to  the  observations 
whicii  had  been  made  regarding  the  impolicy  of  ad- 
mitting  accomplices  as  evidence.  In  reply  to  tliem, 
he  would  only  state  tliat  it  was  a  practice  of  daily 
occurrence  and  absolute  necessity,  seeing  that  with- 
out  it  many  criminal  acts  must  go  entirely  unpunished. 
He  conceived  that  it  was  very  important  that  the  evi- 
dence of  accomplices  should  not  only  be  received, 
but  should  also  he  credited;  for  it  was  important 
tliat  men  of  low  degree,  who  confederated  togetlier 
for  tlie  commission  of  crime,  should  know  that  all 
friendships  which  rested  upon  such  a  foundation  were 
hollow,  treacherous,  and  perfidious,  and  tliat  tlie  lirst 
appearance  of  danger  was  certain  to  make  tlie  mem- 
bers of  such  a  confederation  disclose  such  circum- 
stances regarding  their  fellows,  as  would  rescue  tliem- 
selves  from  the  perilous  situation  in  which  they  might 
happen  to  be  involved. 

lu  the  very  case  which  they  were  now  trying*  it 
appeared  from  Hunt's  own  words,  that  he  had  asked 
Mr.  Noel  (who,  by  tlie  by,  appeared  to  have  acted 
a  most  unwarrantable  part  in  these  transactions,  witti 
which  he  had  no  more  to  do  than  any  by-standcr)  tp 
run  to  the  Magistrates  and  inform  them  that  he  was 
willing,  upon  certaui  terms,  to  confess  what  be  knewr 
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evidently  showing  by  such  condact  that  he  was  afraid 
lest  some  person  should  be  beforehand  with  him  in 
making  a  disclosure.  It  was  important  to  the  well- 
being  of  society,  that  such  a  feeling  should  exist 
amongst  those  who  were  confederated  against  it,  and 
as  there  could  be  little  difference  of  opinion  upon  that 
point,  he  would  proceed  to  another  subject,  on  which 
he  thought  it  necessary  to  make  a  few  observations. 
That  subject  was  the  power  of  Magistrates  to  promise 
pardon  to  accomplices  for  giving  evidence  against 
their  fellows. 

He  wished  it  to  he  generally  understood  that  Ma- 
gistrates had  no  such  power.  Indeed,  -Mr.  Noel 
must  bo  ignorant  of  the  duties  of  his  profession  if  he 
did  not  know  that  circumstance,  and  neglectful  of 
them  if  he  did  not  communicate  it  to  the  i)risoncr, 
Hunt.  All  the  power  which  the  ]\Iagistratcs  had  upon 
tliat  point  was  to  inform  the  party  that  they  would 
instruct  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution  to  recommend 
to  the  Court  that  he  should  be  admitted  as  evidence. 
Whatever  might  be  said  or  sworn  upon  this  subject, 
there  was  one  fact  which  proved  most  decisively  that 
the  Magistrates  had  never  accepted  Hunt  as  evidence 
for  the  Crown.  If  they  h:id  accepted  him  as  such, 
they  would  have  sworn  him,  and  taken  down  his  de- 
position upon  oath.  It  was  not  even  pretended  by 
the  other  side  that  this  had  ever  been  done;  and 
among  the  number  of  depositions  which  had  been 
transmitted  to  him,  he  did  not  find  one  which  bore 
the  signature  of  Hunt.  Thus  the  matter  stood  at 
present  with  regard  to  that  individual. 

The  learned  Judge  then  proceeded  to  read  the  evi- 
dence to  the  Jury.  After  reading  the  testimony  of 
Beeson,  Field,  and  Upson,  who  found  a  body  of  a 
murdered  man  in  the  pond  near  the  Elstree-road,  he 
came  to  the  testimony  of  Rexworthy,  who  positively 
swore  to  the  body  so  found  being  the  body  of  Mr. 
Weare.  That  evidence  showed  tliat  Mr.  Wearc  had 
been  killed,  and  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  makin«| 
some  observations  on  the  cases  mentioned  by  Lord 
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Hale,  and  quoted  by  the  prisoner,  Thurtell.  Those 
cases  made  it  necessary  that  those  who  had  known 
Mr.  Weare  living  should  speak  to  his  identity  whem 
dead.  It  was  some  time  since  he  had  read  Lord 
Hale's  admirable  book,  but  he  believed  thai  the  tenor 
of  his  Lordship's  observation  was  this — "  I  never 
will  allow  a  person  to  be  convicted  of  murder  before 
me,  unless  I  have  the  direct  testimony  of  some  person 
who  saw  the  fatal  blow  struck,  or  unless  tiie  body  of 
the  murdered  person  be  found."  The  observation 
was  worthy  of  Lord  Hale,  and  was  marked  by  that 
good  sense  and  sound  feeling  which  had  rendered  his 
name  illustrious  with  all  posterity.  For,  in  an  indict- 
ment against  C.  D.  for  the  murder  of  A.  B.,  it  was 
certainly  necessary  to  prove  that  A.  B.  was  absolutely 
dead. 

The  learned  Judge  declared,  that  he  had  luoiself 
recently  acted  upon  that  principle,  in  a  case  which 
came  before  him  in  tlie  county  of  Sussex.  A  woman 
had  been  there  indicted  for  the  murder  of  her  bastard 
child.  A  mass  of  matter  was  produced  as  the  body 
of  that  child,  which,  from  having  been  undiscovered 
for  two  montlis  after  it  was  alleged  to  have  been 
born,  was  nothing  but  an  ugly  mass  of  conniption — 
there  were  no  lineaments  of  tlic  human  face  to  be 
traced  in  it,  and  it  was  impossible  even  to  ascertain 
to  which  sex  it  belonged.  Under  such  circumstances, 
he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  stop  tlie  prosecution ;  but 
whether  he  was  riglit  or  wrong  in  so  doing  it  was  not 
for  him  to  determine. 

Acting  upon  tlie  same  principle,  he  must  here  de- 
clare, tliat  it  was  necessary  timt  the  body  found  in  tho 
pond  should  be  identified  as  the  body  of  Mr.  Weare. 
The  learned  Judge  tlien  read  over  the  evidenccp  until 
he  came  to  that  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  surgeon  of  Watr 
ford,  merely  remarking  that  there  could  not  be  a 
doubt  that  tliey  were  now  sitting  to  inquire  upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Weare.  Before  he  entered  into  an  ex- 
amination of  that  gentleman*s  evidence,  he  was  bound 
to  say  that  he  had  never  in  the  whole  course  of  his 
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experience  heard  a  surgeon  give  his  evidence  in  a 
more  plain,  simple,  unaffected,  and  sensible  manner. 
He  did  not  know  any  thing  of  Mr.  Ward,  but  com- 
mon  justice  impelled  him  to  make  that  remark  upon 
bis  evidence. 

His  Lordship  then  read  the  indictment :  he  ob- 
served that  the  first  count  of  it  charged  John  Thurtell 
with  having,  with  a  certain  pistol,  in  and  upon  the 
left  side  of  the  head  of  Wilham  Weare,  struck, 
forced,  and  penetrated,  and  with  having,  by  such 
striking,  forcing,  and  penetrating,  given  him  one 
mortal  fracture,  of  whicli  he  died ;  and  that  the 
second  count  of  it  charged  him  with  having  inflicted 
on  the  left  side  of  Mr.  Weare's  neck,  with  a  knife, 
a  mortal  wound,  of  which  he  had  subsequently  died. 
Now  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Ward  completely  sup- 
ported this  indictment ;  for  it  was  clear  from  it  that 
Air.  Weare  might  have  died  either  by  tlie  wound 
occasioned  by  the  cutting  of  the  jugular  vein,  or  by 
that  occasioned  by  the  fracture  in  the  skull.  Two 
points  were  therefore  clearly  settled — first,  that  tJie 
person  murdered  was  Mr.  Weare ;  and  secondly, 
that  he  was  murdered  in  the  manner  described  in 
the  indictment. 

They  now  came  to  the  great  question  in  the  case — 
was  John  Thurtell  the  principal  in  this  murder,  or 
was  he  not ;  and  was  he  aided,  assisted,  and  abetted 
in  it  by  Joseph  Hunt  I  It  was  not  necessary  to  de- 
cide this  point  on  tlie  present  trial ;  but  he  should 
think  that  if  a  party  came  in  before  a  murder  was 
fully  completed,  and  stood  by  without  preventing  it, 
and  afterwards  assisted  in  coifcealing  it,  he  made 
himself  as  liable  as  the  principal,  and  became  an  ac- 
cessory before  the  fact.  That  question,  however, 
he  repeated,  it  was  not  necessary  to  decide  now ; 
but  he  thought  it  requisite  for  public  utility  and 
public  safety,  to  make  some  remarks  upon  it.  It 
appeared  manifest  in  various  cases  which  had  re- 
cently been  decided,  Uiat  it  was  very  common  for 
men  of  low  degree  to  flatter  themselves,  that  if  theirs 
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was  not  the  band  which  commitled  the  fatal  deed, 
they  were  perfectly  safe  from  all  conaequences,  even 
though  they  were  present  at  the  murder.  Nothing 
could  be  more  fallacious  than  such  an  idea.  In 
point  of  morals,  it  was  wrong ;  and  in  point  of  law, 
it  was  equally  so ;  for  if  two  persons  went  to  com- 
mit a  robbery,  or  to  break  open  a  house,  and  one 
party  committed  the  felony  with  his  hand,  and  the 
ether  stood  idly  by,  both  were  equally  guilty  in  the 
eye  of  the  law  ;  and  it  was  laying  a  false  and  dan- 
gerous unction  to  their  souls,  to  suppose  that  both 
would  not  be  equally  liable  to  punishment.  Ho  made 
this  observation  for  tlie  sake  of  public  morals  and 
hoped  it  would  have  due  effect. 

The  learned  Judge  then  read  tlie  evidence  of 
George  Ruthven,  the  officer  who  apprehended  Thur- 
tell,  and  called  the  Jury's  attention  to  tlie  facts  ef 
his  having  found  a  pocket  pistol  on  the  person  of 
Thurtell — a  fact  which  he  only  wished  them  to  notice 
as  confirmatory  of  Probert's  evidence  in  part. '  One 
would  naturally  expect  that  the  prisoner  (Thurtell) 
would  have  given  some  account  of  tliat  pistol,  and 
also  of  its  being  ttic  fellow  to  the  pistol  which  another 
witness  found  in  Giirs-hill-lanc,  all  covered  ^I'ith 
blood.  This  witness  also  described  Thurtell's  sleeve, 
his  coat,  and  his  hat,  as  having  marks  of  blood  on 
them.  It  was  unfortunate  tliat  he  should  have  on 
his  person,  at  the  very  time  of  his  apprehension, 
some  of  those  stains  which  had  been  described  by 
others.  The  witness,  tlie  first  time  he  searched 
Hunt's  lodgings,  did  not  take  away  any  thing ;  but 
on  his  second  search,  he  found  a  double-barrelled 
gun,  a  carpet-bag,  a  shooting  jacket,  a  >vhistle,  a 
back-gammon  board,  several  shirts,  one  of  which  was 
marked  ''W.  W."  (the  initials  of  "William  Wcare/') 
and  another  marked  "  W.^^  alone.  This  was  a  very 
strong  point  of  tlie  evidence  in  bringing  Hunt  and 
Thurtell  together.  It  here  appeared  that  Hunt  had 
in  his  possession,  when  he  was  taken  up,  an  enormous 
quantity  of  articles  which  were  distinctly  proved  to 
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have  bdongecl  to  this  unfortunate  person.  The 
carpet-bag,  the  double-barrelled  gun,  and  the  back* 
gammon  board  were  proved  to  have  been  in  his 
possession  on  the  24th  of  October,  when  he  set  out 
to  the  country  ;  and  on  the  «30th,  only  six  days  after- 
wards, they  are  found  in  tlie  lodgings  of  Hunt.  All 
this  miglit  be  true  of  an  accessory  6^on;  the  fact  as  well 
as  ufttr  it ;  and  it  was  argued  by  the  counsel  for  the 
Crown,  that  Hunt  must  have  had  a  guilty  knowledge 
of  what  was  intended  to  be  done,  before  it  was  ac- 
tually eRected,  and  that  he  received  those  articles  as 
a  reward  or  douceur  for  the  part  he  had  taken  in  this 
transaction. 

The  next  witness  was  Henry  Simmons,  constable 
of  Watford,  who  produced  the  pistol  and  knife  which 
were  found  upon  the  spot  where  the  murder  was 
committed,  and  also  a  box  and  gold  chain,  which  he 
had  received  from  Mrs.  Probert.     The  former  wag 
the  fellow  to  the  pistol  found  on  Thurtell.     William 
Probert  was  the  next  evidence,  and  certainly  it  wa8» 
in  every  point  of  view,  most  important.     He  came 
forward  in  the  character  of  an  accomplice,  and  cer- 
tainly his  conduct  had  been  most  base,  in  being  privy 
to  the  commission  of  a  murder,  and  concealing  it. 
He  spoke  of  Thurtell  as  being  a  very  intimate  ac- 
quaintance— ius  a  person  who  was  in  the  habit  of 
coming  down  to  sport,  and  who  was  well  acquainted 
with  all  the  roads  in  the  neighbourhood.     This  was 
an  important  point  in  answer  to  that  part  of  tlie  de- 
fence which  rested  on  ThurtcU's  alleged  ignorance 
of  the  country,  from  which  it  was  assumed  that  he 
might  have  missed  his  way  in  proceeding  to  the 
cottage. 

Some  stress  had  been  laid  on  tlie  suddenness  of 
Thurtell's  visit  at  the  cottage ;  but  looking  to  the  in- 
timacy between  Thurtell  and  Probert,  it  was  not  sur- 
prising that  he  should  go  down,  without  an  invitation*, 
and  even  that  he  should  take  a  friend  with  him.  The 
singularity  of  the  case  was  his  having  said,  without 
hesitatioDy  at  was  stated  in  evidence^  **  If  Weare 
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comes  down,  I  will  do  him,  for  he  has  done  me  oat 
of  several  hundred  pounds.**  Thurtell,  it  appeared  in 
evidence,  when  he  proceeded  for  the  cotti^e,  left  the 
Coach  and  Horses  public-house  in  a  gig  alone.  The 
gig,  it  was  stated,  was  drawn  by  an  iron  grey,  or 
roan  horse,  with  a  white  face.  This  circumstance 
was  very  important,  as  it  was  most  clearly  proved 
that  such  a  horse  was  hired  by  Joseph  Hunl.  This 
fact  was  substantiated  by  persons  from  town,  and  by 
the  little  boy  Addis,  who  gave  his  evidence  ex- 
tremely well.  Some  of  these  persons  deposed  as  to 
the  colour  of  the  horse  hired  by  Hunt,  and  the  boy, 
Addis,  proved  that  the  horse  which  drew  the  gig  in 
which  Thurtell  arrived  at  his  master*s  cottage  at  night, 
was  of  the  same  description  of  colour.  It  was  very 
clearly  proved  that  Thurtell  went  away  from  town 
with  such  an  animal  as  that  described,  and  that  he 
arrived  alone  at  the  cottage,  his  gig  being  drawn  by 
an  animal,  similar  in  appearance  to  that  which  was 
so  described. 

On  the  apparent  discrepancy  of  the  evidence  with 
respect  to  time,  which  appeared  in  the  statement  of 
the  coachman  who  took  up  Wcare,  and  who  spoke  to 
its  being  daylight  wlien  he  set  him  down,  and  the 
statement  of  others,  who  spoke  to  the  period  at  which 
Thurtell  left  the  Coach  and  I  lorses,  the  learned  Judge 
observed,  that  nothing  could  ])ossil)Iy  be  more  uncer- 
tain than  tlie  keeping  a  correct  account  of  small  por- 
tions of  time. 

The  question  for  the  Jury  was,  whether  tlie  discre- 
pancy was  not  of  a  trivial  nature — whether,  consider- 
ing the  fact,  that  his  watch  might  go  a  little  slower 
or  a  little  faster  than  that  of  another  person — ^whether, 
looking  to  the  circumstance  that  a  man  might  make 
an  erroneous  guess  at  the  time,  with  reference  to  a 
matter  which  had  passed  some  days  before,  the  dis- 
crepancy which  was  likely  thus  to  arise,  should  mili- 
tate against  a  statement,  which,  on  the  whole,  pre- 
sented very  little  appearance  of  inconsistency,  with 
reference  even  to  time.     The  learned  Judge,  in^ior- 
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flUiDg  his  observations  on  the  evidence  of  Probert, 
referred  to  the  evidence  of  Clarke  and  Field*  the 
publicans,  as  corroborative  of  what  had  been  sworn 
by  Proberty  and  pointing  out  a  complete  link  of  evi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  incidentally  alluded  to  that  part 
of  Mrs.  Probert's  evidence  in  which  she  described 
Hunt  as  having  talents  for  singing. — [Here  Hunt 
placed  one  of  his  hands  before  his  face,  swayed  his 
head  from  side  to  side,  and  exhibited  all  the  appear- 
ance of  extreme  distress.  The  eyes  of  tlic  wliole 
Court  were  attracted  towards  him,  whilst  he  exhibited 
this  appearance,  which  continued  for  two  or  three 
minutes.     He  then  resumed  his  composure.] 

Tho  general  cfTcct  of  this  evidence  (of  Probert's) 
went  to  show  that  Hunt  was  aware  of  the  various 
facts  of  which  it  imputed  to  him  a  guilty  knowledge ; 
particularly  that  part  which  regarded  the  circum- 
stances that  took  place  when  Hunt  and  Probert  stop- 
ped to  drink  at  the  Artichoke.  TIic  boy  Addis 
proved  the  coming  in  of  tlie  three  parties  together  to 
him  in  the  stable.  First,  of  all.  Hunt  came  in  by 
himself;  but  having  gone  out,  he  returned  accom- 
panied by  Probert  and  ThurtcII. 

Probert's  evidence  proved  another  fact — the  going 
out  of  tlie  parties  into  GilPs  Hill-Iaue,  after  the  supper 
had  been  ordered,  on  the  night  of  the  murder,  and 
the  hour  at  which  this  incident  took  place.  Now 
how  was  all  this  confirmed  ?  By  the  evidence  of  the 
woman  (WoodroflTo)  who  cooked  tlie  victuals  which 
were  eaten  at  that  supper,  it  appeared  that  she  re- 
ceived orders  from  her  master  (Probert)  not  to  dress 
them  so  soon  as  they  had  been  ordered  ;  and  she  be- 
lieved that  her  master,  Tluirtell,  and  Hunt,  did  then 
go  out.  Ttiey  said  they  were  going  to  Mr.  Nicholls's, 
and  they  stayed  nearly  an  hour. 

Now  let  Uie  Jury  ask  themselves  what  these  men 
did  during  this  time?  Did  they,  in  fact,  go  to  Mr. 
Nicholls's  ?  Mr.  Nicholls,  on  his  cross-examination, 
said  he  was  at  home  all  this  while ;  that  he  was  never 
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out  OD  tiiat  evening ;  and  that  neither  Probert,  nsr 
any  of  his  friends,  cdled  upon  him  on  that  day.  The 
question,  then,  for  the  Jury  was,  whether,  if  tba 
parties  had  not  gone  out,  agreeably  to  their  own  ae- 
count,  to  Mr.  NichoIls*s,  they  had  not  gone  out  with 
some  purpose,  which,  to  say  the  least,  they  thought 
lit  to  keep  entirely  secret,  and  of  the  suspicious  cha- 
racter of  which  the  Jury  could  not  feel  much  doubt  in 
their  own  minds.  The  witness  deposed,  that  John 
Thurtell,  when  they  went  out  before  supper,  took  with 
bim  a  cord  and  a  sack ;  and  he  carried  a  lantern  down 
the  lane. 

Now,  all  through  this  case,  it  was  shown  that  the 
body  was  fcund  in  a  sack,  and  had  a  cord  round  it. 
The  Court  then  adverted  to  the  passages  in  Probert's 
evidence,  whioh  regarded  the  expressions  used  by 
Thurtell  in  allusion  to  the  part  of  the  lane  in  whi<^ 
lay  the  body  of  the  deceased ;  the  finding  of  the  body 
with  the  red  shawl  about  its  neck,  and  the  search  in 
the  leaves  and  grass  for  the  knife  and  pistol.  Here, 
again,  confirmation  was  not  wanting. 

If  the  Jury  believed  the  evidence  of  the  two  labour- 
ing men,  Harrington  and  liichard  Hunt,  they  would 
remember  that  those  witnesses  did  see  two  men  in 
this  same  lane  the  next  morning  after  the  alleged 
murder ;  the  one  of  them  with  a  black,  imd  the  other 
with  a  white  hat.  Harrington  had  sworn  to  the  man 
in  the  white  hat,  whom  he  had  pointed  out  in  the  pri- 
soner, Thurtell ;  and  he  deposed  that  the  other  party 
wore  large  bushy  hair,  and  had  black  whiskers,  and 
a  black  hat.  Now  it  was  proved  that  John  Thurtell 
had  no  white  hat  of  his  own,  but  Probert  had.  And 
in  the  course  of  the  proceedings,  Probert  had  been 
very  properly  asked  by  counsel,  who  had  repeatedly 
addressed  the  question  to  him,  whether  he  had  not 
that  morning  walked  out  with  a  white  hat  on  ?  The 
witness  positively  denied  it.  This  was,  however,  a 
most  im])ortant  fact  to  be  considered  by  the  Jury. 
Had  Thurtell  on  a  white  hat  or  not  on  the  day  in 
question?   They  could  not  have  forgot  that  Sarah 
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Woodroffe  had  sworn,  tliat  about  six  or  seven,  or 
fiCTen  or  eight  o'clock  on  tlie  morning  of  the  same 
day  on  which  tliese  two  men  were  seen  in  the  lane, 
she  went  into  the  parlour  at  Gill  s-hill-cottage,  and 
8aw  John  Tliurtell  lying  on  tlie  sofa  ''  with  a  white 
bat  on  his  head."  Now  of  tiie  two  men  who  were 
seen  in  the  lane  tliat  morning,  the  labourer,  Richard 
Hunt,  swore  tiiat  the  prisoner,  Joseph  Ilimt,  was  one, 
and  that  Thurtcll  was  the  other ;  I  larrington  swore 
only  to  Thurtell.  They  also  swore  to  the  seeing 
them  searching,  on  tlic  morning  after  the  murder,  in 
the  hedge  ;  and  tliercforc  tlic  fact  of  tlic  pistol  being 
found  by  the  labourers,  as  it  was,  on  that  very  spot, 
was  of  singular  importance ;  not  so  much,  perhaps, 
in  itself,  as  tliat  it  went  mainly  to  confirm  tlic  testi- 
mony of  the  witness  Probcrt. 

V/hen  Thurtell  had  taken  tlic  sack  and  cord,  and, 
accompanied  by  Hunt  and  Probcrt,  had  found  tlio 
dead  body  on  tlie  otlier  side  of  tlie  hedge,  and  had 
possessed  himself  of  the  three  iive-pound  notes,  ac- 
cording to  Probcrt,  Thurtell  and  they  put  the  body 
in  tlie  sack  head-foremost.  Probcrt  did  not  know 
how  far  the  sack  came  down ;  but  other  witnesses 
proved,  that  when  found,  it  reached  somewhere  about 
the  knee,  and  it  was  tied  with  a  cord.  Was  this  ac- 
count of  Probert's  supported  ?  Yes ;  by  tlie  evidence 
of  Mrs.  Probcrt 

Of  Mrs.  Probert,  the  Court  would  just  observe 
that  slie  was  a  competent  witness  now,  for  her  hus- 
band had  been  acquitted.  If  her  husband  had  still 
been  to  be  tried,  (and  it  might  seem  necessary  to  ex- 
plain this  to  the  Jury),  she  would  have  been  an  in- 
competent witness.  Acd  by  this,  they  were  to  un- 
derstand the  Court  as  meaning,  ''  incompetent/'  not 
as  if  she  were  a  wicked  or  worthless  woman,  but  be- 
cause of  that  rule  of  law  which,  for  tlie  prevention  of 
domestic  jars  and  wicked  contrivances,  by  v/ifc  or 
husband,  with  a  view  to  the  cflccting  injury  to  the 
other,  bad  wisely  provided  that  the  wife  should  not 
be  an  admissible  evidence  against  the  husband.     He, 
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however,  being  acquitted,  she  was  a  competent  wit- 
ness ;  and  though  the  impropriety  of  her  accepting 
the  chain  which  she  wore  after  Thurtell  put  it  round 
her  neck  was  calculated  to  excite  some  suspicion,  yet 
it  would  be  carrying  the  principle  of  caution  too  far, 
and  to  a  degree  not  warranted  even  by  the  facts,  or 
by  the  ordinary  feelings  even  of  humanity,  to  require 
that  she  should  have  suspected  that  a  murder  had  been 
just  previously  committed. 

It  had  been  proved  by  innumerable  witnesses,  that 
the  chain  which  she  gave  up  to  the  constable  on  the 
5th  of  November  last,  was  the  same  that  tlie  deceased 
wore  about  his  person  when  he  last  left  his  chambers 
in  Lyon's-inn.  From  whom  did  she  receive  it  ?  One 
witness  said  she  put  it  about  her  own  neck ;  she  de- 
posed tliat  Thurtell  put  it  there ;  but  this  was  a  very 
trifling  difference  of  testimony.  Now,  from  the  evi- 
dence of  Upson  and  that  of  iPoster,  which  had  been 
much  commented  on  by  the  prisoner,  tlie  question  was, 
whether  there  was  not  direct  corroboration  of  Pro- 
bcrt's  evidence  in  respect  of  Thurtell's  possession  of 
the  watch  to  which  this  chain  was  attached  ?  Upson 
deposed  that  Thurtell  told  him  that  he  had  thrown 
the  watch  over  some  palings  near  Watford.  If  the 
Jury  believed  Charles  Porstcr,  this  fact  was  also  con- 
firmed ;  for  Forstcr,  who  was  a  constable,  spoke  to 
Thurteirs  telling  him  that  Hunt  was  a  rascal  for  itoshig 
him  in  such  a  manner,  and  that  he  had  offered  the 
watch  for  sale  as  Hunt's  property.  This  was  on  the 
30th  of  October. 

The  Court  had  here  been  drawn  in,  to  notice 
Foster's  evidence,  but  it  would  keep  its  faith  witli 
Mr.  Thessigcr,  the  Learned  Counsel  for  the  prisoner 
Hunt,  who  had  very  properly  objected  to  this  evidence, 
on  being  offered,  by  urging  that  it  could  not  be  re- 
ceived as  against  his  client,  being  mere  hearsay ;  and 
it  would  not  be  received,  perhaps,  as  against  Hunt ; 
but  it  was  good  evidence  against  the  prisoner  Thurtell, 
who  himself  had  made  the  declarations  it  referred  to. 
There  was  a  part  of  Probert's  evidence  to  which  he 
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(the  Learned  Judge)  riiould  now  particularly  adrert ; 
it  was,  that  Thurtell  said,  as  the  party  were  returning 
te  the  cottage  after  looking  at  tlie  body,  "  When  I 
first  shot  him,  he  jumped  out  of  the  gig,  ran  like  the 
devil  up  the  lane,  singing  out  that  Ite  would  delirer  up 
all  that  he  had  won  of  ine,  if  I  would  only  spare  hiv 
life;"  and  the  witoess  added,  tiint  he,  witneBs,  be- 
lieved the  tenu  "  singing  oat"  mi^t  be  one  which 
was  Used  in  the  navy.  'Ilie  Court  had  since  learned 
froni  the  evidence  of  that  very  respectable  officer. 
Captain  M'Kiulay,  that  in  fact,  Thurtell  had  formerly 
been  at  sea.  Now,  "  singing  out"  was  certainly  a 
maritime  term ;  and  used  to  express  the  act  of  those 
on  board  of  one  vessel,  crying  out  to  those  in 
another. 

TTic  (jtiestion  here  for  the  Jury  would  be,  whether 
the  use  of  such  a  term  by  Thurtell  was  not  a  circum- 
stance to  be  taken  as  conflriiiatory  of  the  truth  of  the 
evidence?  Again,  the  statement  that  Thurtell  said 
the  deceased  o^'ered  to  restore  all  he  owed  hiin,  if  he 
would  spare  liis  life,  wos  to  be  carefully  observed. 
Gxpericnrc  showed,  that  in  all  cases  where  such  great 
crimes  were  committed,  a  motive  must  be  looked  for. 
For  such  an  atrocious  and  horrible  murder  na  that 
which  was  here  charged  to  have  been  perpetrated, 
no  adequate  motive,  in  trutli,  nor  any  thing  like  an 
adequate  motive,  could  be  surmised.  liut  it  would 
appear  that  Ihc  deceased  had  won  a  considerable  pro- 
perty from  the  prisoner,  at  play ;  and  if  this  was  so, 
it  was  to  be  considered  whether  that  dreadful,  that 
horrible  vice,  by  which  ho  had  suffered,  and  which  the 
prisoner  himself  had  in  his  address  most  properly  stig- 
matized with  the  strongest  reprobation — that  vioe 
which  dcstioyed  the  good  order  of  society,  sapped 
the  foundations  of  all  monds,  and  too  often  drove  men 
into  the  commission  of  crimes  that  otherwise  they 
would  never  contemplate — whetlier  tliis  bad  really 
been  the  motive  of  the  fatal  crime  that  had  been  com- 
mitted I  If  it  bad  been,  tlie  Learned  Judge  sincerely 
hoped  (hat  tlie  event  of  this  day,  whatever  way  the 
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business  might  terminate,  would  operate  as  an  awfiiL 
lesson.     If  what  the  prisoner  had  stated  was  indeed 
true,  that  tiie  nobility  and  gentry  of  this  country  com" 
monly  indulged  in  the  destructive  vice  of  gaming  « 
the  Court  trusted  that  tliis  would  have  a  salutai 
effect  upon  them. 

As  to  Probert's  testimony  to  Thurtell's  declaration 
that  he  began  to  ait  the  deceased's  throat,  as  h< 
thought,  about  the  jugular  vein,  and  finding  he  stiU     ^ 
could  not  prevent  his  singing  out,  jammed  the  pistoK   *^ 
in  his  head  and  gave  it  a  turn  round,  it  was  tcstimoni 
that  of  course  could  have  no  direct  confirmation 
but  the  evidence  of  the  surgeon  showed  very  strongly 
that  such  must  have  been  the  fact.     The  observatioo^c:^ 
said  to  have  been  made  by  the  same  prisoner  on  pre- — - '" 
senting  -Mrs.  Probert  with  the  chain,  was  confirmed^EJ 
by  the  evidence  of  Mrs.  Probert  herself.  Miss  Noyes 
spoke  to  the  same  matters,  and  to  Hunt*s  singing  after 
sup])er.    It  was  proved  by  other  witnesses  tiiat  he  did 
sing  two  or  tluee  songs.     As  to  Probert's  account, 
that  Tiiurtell  gave  him  and  Hunt  six  pounds  a-piece, 
saying  that  was  their  share  of  the  **  blunr — blunt 
M'as  a  cant  phrase  wliich,  happily,  tlie  Court  did  not 
understand. 

Ti;t»  evidence  of  Probert  as  to  the  taking  out  ol 
the  giii:  the  carpet-bag,  and  the  other  articles  which 
ThurtL'lI  said  had  belonged  to  the  murdered  man,  and 
as  to  tlio  lattcr's  saying  \\?  meant  to  have  Harber 
Beaumont  and  Mr.  M'oods  next,  was  very  strong. 
For  tluit  llicre  were  a  cari',ct-bag,  a  gim,  and  other 
articles,  so  tnkcn  out,  did  not  depend  on  this  witness 
alone ;  tlic  fact  was  proved  by  a  boy  and  a  woman- 
servant :  and  that  tlie  things  were  the  property  of  the 
deceased  was  |)roved  by  otiier  witnesses  How  came 
they,  then,  into  this  cottage,  and  into  the  prisoner's 
possession  ?  If  tlie  Jury  believed  Probert,  it  was 
verv  c  lear  that  the  murdered  man  had  brought  them 
down  ill  the  gig  with  him;  but  the  boy  and  the 
woman  diflcred  as  to  whether  Thurtell  or  Probert 
brought  them  into  the  cottage.     A  gun  was  seen  ia 
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tiie  gig  bj  Probert's  boy,  and  in  that  gig  to  the  cot- 
tage Tburtell  came  alone.  Probert  and  Hunt,  the 
other  prisoner  at  the  bar,  came  in  Probert's  gig,  and 
these,  consequently,  were  circumstances  all  of  them 
requiring  to  be  accounted  for. 

Thurtell  here  interrupted  the  Learned  Judge,  and 
said,  my  Lord,  that  gun  of  mine  was  sold  by  public 
auction,  at  a  sale  of  Probert's  etTects. 

The  Court.  That  fact  does  not  appear  in  evi- 
dence. 

Thurtell.     No,  my  Lord;  I  overlooked  it. 

The  Court.  If,  prisoner,  you  have  overlooked  it 
in  evidence,  and  can  supply  it  projierly  now,  I  will 
do  so  for  yoii.  The  Jury  will  observe,  that  what 
the  prisoner  may  observe  to  the  Court  merely,  is  no 
evidence  in  itself. 

In  adverting  to  Thurtell's  saying  "he  was  bagged," 
on  Probert's  informing  him  that  cries  of  murder  were 
heard  near  the  lane  on  the  Friday,  and  to  Probcrt'a 
observation  that  he  was  afraid  the  business  would 
ruin  him,  the  Learned  Judge  expressed  a  wish  that 
Probert  had  acted  up  to  this  bis  impression,  and  had 
sent  for  some  magistrate,  whose  interference  might 
have  prevented  some  of  the  acts  that  subsequently 
took  place.  Unfortunately,  all  tliis  conduct  of  Pro- 
bert's had  been,  undoubtedly,  most  infamous,  and 
was  not  to  be  defended. 

The  story  about  going  to  Probert's  pond.'taking  out 
the  body,  disposing  it  for  the  time  naked  on  the  green 
sward,  returning  for  the  gig,  and  putting  it  in  there 
CDveloped  in  the  sack.  Hunt  in  the  mean  time  re- 
maining in  the  parlour — this  was  confirmed  by  the 
evidence  of  Mrs.  Probert,  who  saw  Hunt,  as  she 
thought,  and  Thurtell  dragging  something  weighty 
titrough  the  garden,  and  afterwards  overheard  them 
and  her  husband  in  the  parlour  whispering.  She 
also  Uiought  she  heard  them  trying  on  clothes.  Now 
the  Jury  would  hear  by-and-by,  whether  any  per- 
son was  afterwards  seen  in  the  deceased's  clothes. 
Mrs.  Probert  also  overheard  them  tell  her  husband, 
2n2 
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'^  thai  they  must  say  to  the  boy,  that  a  hare  had  beef- 
laid  on  the  gig-seat,  and  that  they  had  had  a  har^ 
made  them  a  present  of.'*    This  looked  as  if  nm^ 
blood  had  been  spilt  in  the  chaise,  and  that  it  wa^ 
thought  necessary,  by  a  false  story,  to  ddude  tfa^S 
boy's  mind  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  had  beei 
occasioned.    All  this  occurred  at  an  early  hour  o 
the  morning,  and  Thurtell  said  he  had  his  revmge 
At  this  part  of  the   evidence  there  seemed  some^^ 
slight  degree  of  confusion ;    for  one  or  two  foct 
were  spoken  to  by  others,  whereas  it  did  not  appea 
that,  excepting  Hunt,  Probert,  and  Thurtell  them- 
selves, any  body  but  ]\Irs.  Probert  was  up  at  Ais 
time. 

Thurtell.  Will  you  allow  me,  my  Lord,  to  call 
the  Sheriff  now,  in  order  to  prove  that  my  gon  was 
sold  previously  at  a  sale  of  Probert's  goods  ? 

The  Court.  You  dont  mean  the  High-Sheriff, 
prisoner,  of  course  ? 

Thurtell.     No,  my  Lord ;  the  Under-Sheriff. 

Mr.  W.  Nicholson,  the  Under-Sheriff,  was  then 
called. 

Examined  by  Thurtell.  I  ask  you.  Sir,  whether 
my  gun  was  not  sold  among  Probert's  effects. 

The  Under-Sheriff.  Certainly  there  was  a  double- 
barrelled  gun  sold  under  an  execution  leried  on  Mr. 
Probert's  goods.  Whetlicr  that  gun  belonged  to  you 
or  not,  I  cannot  say.  We  supposed  it  to  be  the 
property  of  Mr.  Probert. 

The  Judge.  "  Of  course  you  did,  Mr.  Under- 
Sheriff,  or  else  you  would  not  have  sold  it" 

The  Court  then  observed,  that  it  hoped  that  it  had 
not  proceeded  wrongly,  in  allowing  the  prisoner  to 
mend  his  defence :  but  what  he  had  offered  had,  as 
the  Court  at  first  feared,  turned  out  to  be  nothing  at 
all,  I'lie  boy  Addis,  who  saw  the  gun  in  tlie  chaise 
ui:on  the  night  of  the  Friday,  met  Probert  walking 
down  CJiirs-lull-lanc,  with  a  double-barrelled  gun,  on 
Saturday  afternoon;  and  Probert  was  proved  to 
have  been  seen  on  that  afternoon  walking  witli  a 
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double^banreUed  gun,  a§  if  he  were  out  shooting. 
Nov  the  identity  of  the  gun  which  the  boy  mw, 
with  tiwt  which  Probert  had,  was  not  proved  in 
eridence ;  but  the  identity  of  the  gun  that  came  and 
went  away  again  with  John  ThurteU  in  his  gig  was 
clearly  proved ;  and  therefore  could  not  be  that  gun 
of  Probert's  which  was  sold.  Still,  looking  at  Pro- 
bert's  evidence,  the  Jury  would  observe,  that  ThurteU 
said  he  had  been  down  the  lane  to  look  for  the  pistol 
and  knife  which  had  been  lost  in  the  leaves  and  the 
grass.  Was  this  true?  Did  it  depend  upon  the 
testimony  of  Probert  alone  ?  Certainly  not,  for  the 
Jury  had  had  the  evidence  of  two  labouring  men, 
who  saw  the  prisoner  ThurteU  thus  occupied ;  and 
of  which  two  men,  one  had  sworn  to  the  person  of 
ThurteU,  and  the  other  to  botli  Hunt  and  ThurteU. 
Again,  tiie  evidence  as  to  the  spade,  which  had  been 
given  by  Probert,  was  strongly  corroborated.  A 
new  spskde  purchased,  it  was  said,  to  bury  tlie  de- 
ceased,, and  which  was  brought  down  in  the  carriage 
that  conveyed  Hunt  and  Thomas  ThurteU  to  Pro- 
berts  house  on  tlie  Sunday,  had  been  produced. 
Thomas  ThurteU  swore,  that  when  they  arrived  there, 
it  was  thrown  over  the  garden-wall. 

Then  as  to  Hnnfs  wearing  clothes  which  bad  be- 
longed to  the  deceased,  it  was  not  likely  that  Hunt 
or  the  prisoner  ThurteU,  shoidd  say  any  tiling  about 
that  fact  in  the  hearing  of  indifferent  persons.  But 
that  Hunt  went  up  on  the  Sunday,  dressed  in  such 
clothes,  there  could  be  surely  scarce  any  doubt  what- 
ever. And  this  received  some  degree  of  contirmation 
from  the  circumstances  under  which  he  went  down 
with  the  two  Thurtells  to  the  cottage,  and  from  the 
throwing  of  the  spade.  The  Learned  Judge  then 
observed  upon  this  observation  of  Hunt's — "  Pro- 
bert, they  can  do  nothing  with  you  or  me  either, 
because  neither  of  us  was  at  the  murder."  The  Court 
availed  itself  of  this  opportunity  to  observe  again, 
that  such  was  the  erroneous  doctrine  which  the  minds 
of  men,  such  as  Hunt  appeared  to  be,  were  apt  to 
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entertain.  He  seemed  erroneously  to  suppose,  that 
if  he  did  not  actually  perpetrate  the  murder,  he  was 
not  liable  to  the  punishment  of  the  law.  llie  mis- 
chievous consequences  of  such  a  misconception  the 
Court  was  most  anxious  to  guard  against. 

Miss  Noyes  proved,  that  on  the  night  of  Friday, 
the  24th  of  October,  Hunt,  Tburtell,  and  Probert, 
soon  after  their  arrival  at  the  cottage,  went  out  to- 
gether, with  the  alleged  intention  of  asking  Mr. 
Nicholls,  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood,  for  a 
day's  shooting.  She  also  spoke  to  their  return — the 
expression  of  their  disappointment— the  manner  in 
which  the  evening  was  passed,  and  their  incidents* 
which  received  strong  confirmation  from  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Nicholls  himself.  That  witness  de- 
posed, that  on  the  night  of  Sunday  Probert  did  call 
upon  him,  and  that  some  conversation  passed  between 
them  with  respect  to  something  that  had  happened  in 
the  lane ;  but  the  same  witness  added,  that  although 
on  Friday  he  was  at  home  all  the  evening,  he  saw 
neither  Probert  nor  any  of  Proberfs  friends. 

Probcrt's  account  was,  that  after  his  return  from 
Nicholls's  on  Sunday  evening,  and  his  conversation 
with  ThurtcU  as  to  what  Nicholls  had  said,  Hunt 
and  Thurtell  sate  up  all  night :  the  witness  went  to 
bed,  as  did  Noyes,  Thomas  Thurtell,  and  his  child- 
ren ;  and  that  on  the  next  morning,  John  Thurtell 
and  Hunt  said  to  him,  that  they  had  gone  out  last 
night  to  dig  a  grave  to  bury  the  body  in ;  but  the 
dogs  barked  so,  all  the  time,  tliat  tlicy  were  obliged 
to  desist.     On  the  Monday  morning,  J.  Thurtell,  T. 
Noyes,  and  Miss  Noyes  went  to    London  in  one 
chaise,  following  another  which  contained  T.  Thurtell 
and  Hunt,  and  the  witness's  boy  Addis.     They  went 
altogether  therefore ;  and  the  boy  in  order  to  be  out 
of  the  way  of  being  asked  questions.     This  part  of 
the  story  was  sui)portcd  by  the  evidence  of  Addis  ; 
for  it  was  sworn  by  him  that  the  parties  did  go  to- 
gether, in  the  manner  deposed  to.      The  Learned 
Judge  then  recapitulated  Proberfs  evidence  as  to 
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the  retara  of  John  Thurtell  and  Hunt,  on  that  even- 
ing,  to  the  cottage  ;  Thurteirs  proposition  to  witness 
to  go  and  get  the  body  out  of  the  pond,  leaving 
Hunt  with  Mrs.  Probert,  the  manner  of  effecting  this 
purpose,  the  taking  the  body  out  of  that  sack  in  whidi 
it  had  been  put,  tlie  cutting  the  clothes  off,  and  the 
putting  the  corpse  in  a  new  sack,. 

The  Court,  at  first,  could  not  quite  make  out  this 
part  of  the  case,  inasmuch  as  it  had  been  sworn  that 
the  body  was  put  into  a  sack  (after  the  murder)  with 
the  clothes  on ;  and  yet  the  body,  which  was  dragged 
out  of  the  pond  at  Elstree,  was  naked.  But  it  had 
not  been  proved  (a  matter  that  possibly  the  counsel 
had  overlooked)  whether  that  body  was  dressed  or 
not.  This  man  (Probert)  swore  that  it  was  not, 
wiien  he  and  Thurtell  removed  it  from  Probert's 
pond,  which  was  a  matter  that  required  some  proof, 
and  proof,  indeed,  it  had  received,  llie  very  respect- 
able surgeon  of  Watford,  Mr.  Ward,  and  the  witness 
Pidcock,  had  both  agreed  in  deposing  that  the  body 
found  at  Elstree  was  naked  when  taken  out  of  the 
sack.  But  did  Probert  receive  furtlicr  confirmation 
on  this  subject  ? 

The  servant,  Susan  Woodroffe,  had  given  strong 
evidence  on  this  point ;  for  she  proved  that  upon 
going  into  the  chaise-house  on  Tuesday  morning,  she 
saw  a  sack  cut  open  and  very  wet,  hanging  up  upon 
a  nail.  Now  this  was  on  the  morning  after  the 
body  was  taken  out  of  Probert's  pond  and  put  into 
the  new  sack.  The  evident  presumption  was,  that 
that  into  which  it  had  been  fust  thrust  was  the  sack 
Woodroffe  saw  in  this  wet  condition,  hanging  up 
in  the  stable.  Probert  having  stated  in  his  cross- 
examination,  that  on  the  night  of  the  murder  he  had 
conversed  with  Mrs.  Probert,  but  could  not  swear 
whether  he  had  told  her  what  had  passed,  was  asked 
by  the  Counsel  for  the  prisoner  (for  the  Counsel  for 
the  Crown  could  not  put  the  question)  what  it  was 
that  had  passed  between  himself  and  Mrs.  Probert 
on  that  occasion  ?   and  he  had  answered,  that  he 
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thought  he  told  her,  when  she  esked  him  about  th^ 
drawing,  that  it  was  some  netting  which  John  Thar* 
tell  tmd  brbu^t  down,  and  they  had  gone  out  with 
to  snare  ga^!e,  The  Courts  did  not  exactly  remem- 
ber whether  this  was  confirmed  or  not ;  but  it  had 
itself  put  a  question  to  Mrs.  Probert,  not  as  to  the 
whole  of  the  conversation  between  her  and  her  hus- 
band on  the  occasion,  but  as  to  whether  she  had 
then  said  any  thing  about  this  matter  to  Probert ; 
and  the  answers  of  the  wife  went  to  confirm  Ibe 
statement  of  the  husband. 

As  to  the  account  which  Probert  had  given  of  him- 
self, his  transactions,  and  his  conduct,  the  Court  could 
do  no  more  than  repeat,  in  the  strongest  manner,  its 
utter  reprobation  of  his  conduct,  which  had  been  most 
disgraceful.  It  appeared  that  he  had  been  breu^it 
up  before  the  Commissioners  of  Bankrupts  six  or  seven 
times ;  and  the  very  highly  respectable  witness,  Mr. 
Wadeson,  being  called,  proved  this  fact,  and  his  com- 
mittal ;  but  the  same  gentleman's  evidence  showed 
that  the  Commissioners  must  have  been  satisfied  at 
least,  because  Probert  ultimately  passed  his  examin- 
ation. The  Jury  were  not  quite  aware,  perhaps,  of 
the  nature  of  those  proceedings ;  but  it  was  sufficient 
for  the  Court  to  observe,  that  the  presumption  must 
be,  tliat  the  Commissioners  had  been  finally  satisfied 
by  Probert,  or  else  they  would  not  have  passed  him. 
He  deposed  that  he  could  recollect  no  playing  at 
cards  in  the  cottage  on  the  Sunday.  Now  the  fact, 
though  differently  stated  by  another  witness,  might  be 
so,  although  the  Jury  could  not  give  credit  to  any  de- 
corous or  conscientious  feeling  in  Probert's  mind,  as 
having  deterred  him  and  his  friends  from  an  action 
which  was,  on  Sundays,  highly  improper,  without 
doubt.  On  his  further  cross-examination  by  anotfier 
counsel,  Probert  stated,  that  he  had  met  the  prisoners 
at  Tetsairs  more  tlian  a  week  before  the  night  of 
Friday;  and  had  known  Hunt  more  than  twelve 
montlis,  having  himself  introduced  him  to  Thurtell. 
The  pork  which  was  purchased  in  Oxford-street,  Pro- 
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bert  swore  to  have  been  paid  for  by  Hunt,  and  die 
sum  he  does  not  remember  to  have  ever  repaid  him ; 
neither  had  he,  on  the  other  hand,  ever  applied  to 
Hunt  for  ttie  remainder  of  the  twenty  shillings  he  had 
given  him  at  Thurtell's  request.  Now,  neither  of 
these  circumstances  could  create  any  surprise  in  the 
minds  of  the  Jury ;  for  all  the  parties  appeared  to 
have  since  engaged  in  transactions,  of  which  the  his- 
tory was  too  full  of  bloodshed  and  atrocity  to  allow 
of  any  calm  recollection  of  such  pecuniary  matters. 

Probert  admitted  that  he  said  to  Mr.  Franklin,  the 
clergyman,  that  up  to  the  day  of  his  going  before  the 
Grand  Jury,  that  Hunt  and  himself  were  innocent  of 
the  murder.  And  very  like  it  was,  the  Court  thought, 
that  he  did  say  so.  Such  an  assertion  (especially 
under  the  sort  of  unfounded  notions  that  these  men 
might  be  supposed  to  entertain  about  legal  guilt)  was 
natural  enough  to  a  person  in  such  a  situation.  The 
witness  might  have  said  he  was  innocent,  and  pro- 
bably that  Hunt  was  too.  All  this  looked  consistent 
enough ;  for,  as  the  Court  had  remarked  before,  it 
was  a  common  subterfuge  with  such  men  to  suppose 
that  if  tliey  did  not  commit  tlie  particular  crime,  they 
were  innocent  altogether.  Hunt,  again,  might  have 
said  to  Mr.  Franklin,  whom  the  Court  believed  to  be 
a  most  respectable  officer  of  the  county  of  Hertford, 
that  he  was  or  was  not  guilty. 

The  Court,  however,  could  not  too  much  reprobate 
such  confidences,  if  they  were  not  shown  to  be  en- 
tirely necessary  and  justified,  especially  between  cler- 
gymen and  accused  or  suspected  parties.  There  was 
nothing  of  such  confidences  recognised  in  the  doctrine 
of  the  Church  of  England,  whatever  might  be  the 
case  in  the  Romish  communion ;  although,  in  these 
criminal  cases,  his  Lordship  apprehended,  even  that 
comnmnion  did  not  exactly  encourage  them.  Witli 
us,  however,  they  ought  by  no  means  to  prevail.  The 
Court  then  proceeded  to  observe  on  the  evidence  of 
Mrs.  Probert ;  and  on  the  fact  of  ThurtelPs  producing' 
a  watch,  and  presenting  her  with  the  chain.    It  re- 

2o 


982  HURDEB  OF  WfiAflE, 

marked  that  the  Jury  would  undoubtedly  remennber, 
that  the  boy  Addis  bad  deposed  that  a  gold  watdi 
was  on  that  evening  put  down  in  the  kitchen  on  the 
table  by  John  Thurtetl.  Tlie  Learned  Judge  consi- 
dered that  Mrs.  Probert*s  account  of  the  proceedings 
at  the  oottage,  and  the  departure  of  Hunt  and  Tluir- 
tell  on  tiie  Monday,  was  much  confirmed  by  her  hus- 
band's evidence,  and  by  tlie  fact  in  proof  of  Hunt  s 
arrival  at  his  own  lodgings  in  town  the  next  morning 
at  a  very  late  and  unseasonable  hour.  What  the  fact 
of  the  hole  dug  for  potatoes  in  the  garden — a  very 
usual  mode  of  deposit  for  that  vegetable — ^was  ex- 
amined into  for,  as  in  Mrs.  Probert's  case,  the  Court 
did  not  rightly  understand. 

The  evidence  of  Thomas  Thurtell  was  excessively 
important ;  for  he  swore,  to  his  recollection^  that  on 
the  24<tli  of  October,  his  brother  John  (the  prisoner) 
and  Hunt  dined  at  Tetsall's ;  and  he  remembered,  be 
thought,  that  after  dinner  Hunt  brought  a  sack  with 
him  and  a  gig  to  the  door.  The  Jury  would  particu* 
larly  mark  this  fact  as  applicable  to  Hunt's  case. 

The  Learned  Judge  next  remarked,  that  the  fact  of 
Hunt  iiaving  shaved  ofl*  his  whiskers  after  tlie  25th 
of  October,  as  mentioned  by  the  witness  Uexworthy, 
merited  the  attention  of  the  Jury.  He  might  observe, 
however,  that  Rexwortliy  was  not  a  man  whose  cha- 
racter was  of  the  best  description.  He  was  the 
keeper  of  a  house  appropriated  to  billiard-playing, 
and  Jie  (Mr.  Justice  Park)  considered  i)ersons  who 
kept  such  places  to  be  panders  to  the  bad  passions  of 
men.  He  would  show  no  favour  to  men  who  kept 
houses  of  that  nature,  and  if  it  were  necessary,  he 
ahould  feel  it  his  duty  to  make  some  severe  observa- 
tions respecting  his  character  ;  but  tliut  was  not  the 
case,  because  tlie  evidence  of  Rexworthy  was  con- 
firmed by  many  witnesses. 

He  now  came  to  a  most  material  witness — namely, 
Mrs.  Malony,  the  laundress  of  Mr.  Weare.  Slic  de- 
posed that  she  saw  the  carpet-bag  and  other  articles, 
Yvhich  were  seen  in  tlie  possession  of  the  prisoners  at 
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nine  o  clock  on  the  evening  of  the  25th  of  October,  in 
the  hands  of  their  owner,  Kir.  Weare,  at  three  o'clock 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day.  It  was  an  every-* 
day  observation  of  judges,  that  if  stolen  property  waid 
found,  shortly  after  the  robbery  had  been  committed, 
in  the  possession  of  an  individual  who  could  give  no 
account  of  it,  it  was  a  strong  ground  of  suspicion 
against  him.  It  was  not  sufficient  for  prisoners  under 
such  circumstances  to  indulge  in  general  declarations 
of  innocence  ;  they  were  bound  to  show  by  evidence 
in  what  manner  they  became  possessed  of  the  pro- 
perty. 

The  next  witness,  upon  whose  evidence  he  felt  it 
necessary  to  remark,  was  John  Shepherd,  the  servant 
of  Mr.  Probatt.  Shepherd  swore,  that  when  Hunt 
came  to  his  master's  yard  to  hire  the  gig,  he  stated 
tiiat  he  was  going  to  take  it  to  Dartford.  If  Hunt 
had  known  nothing  of  what  was  to  be  done  on  that 
night,  why  did  he  not  say  that  he  wanted  the  chaise  to 
go  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Klstree,  instead  of  put- 
ting  the  stable-keeper  on  a  wrong  scent,  by  saying 
that  he  was  going  to  Dartford  (  The  evidence  of 
Mr.  Probatt  showed  tliat  Hunt  had  a  most  depraved 
mind.  His  language  was  coarse  and  brutal,  and  ho 
talked  of  murder  as  a  matter  of  indifference.  Mr. 
Probatt's  evidence  did  not  merely  prove  that  Hunt 
indulged  in  declamation,  for  if  it  had  gone  no  further 
than  that,  he  would  have  felt  it  his  duty  to  prevent  it 
from  being  laid  before  the  Jury ;  but  Mr.  Probatt 
stated  that  Hunt  on  one  occasion  took  a  pistol  from 
his  pocket,  and  said,  "  This  is  the  boy  to  do  business." 
He  would  leave  it  to  the  Jury  to  form  tlicir  own 
judgment  of  such  a  proceeding, 

Thurtell  here  internij)ted  his  Lordship,  and  begged 
him  to  read  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Field,  tlie  landlord 
of  the  Artichoke  public-house,  at  Eistree. 
.   Mr.  Justice  Park  said  that  he  would  not,  because 
he  had  already  read  every  word  of  it. 

Thurtell.     I  beg  pardon,  mv-  Lord ;  but  I  think 
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you  omitted  that  part  in  which  Mr.  Field  stated  that 
Hunt  was  alone  at  his  house  on  the  Tuesday. 

Mr.  justice  Park.  I  do  not  see  what  reason 
you  have  for  wishing  the  fact  to  be  stated,  if  it 
were  so. 

Tliurtell  said  something  which  was  not  very  intel- 
ligible, about  Probert  having  confessed  to  five  men  in 
the  gaol  that  be  had  planned  the  whole  affair  in  con- 
junction with  Hunt. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  observed  that  he  could  not  un- 
derstand what  the  prisoner  meant. 

Thurtell.     There  is  another  thing,  my  Lord, 

Mr.  Justice  Park  said  that  he  could  not  permit  the 
prisoner  to  comment  on  the  evidence. 

Thurtell  said  that  he  did-  not  wish  to  make  any 
comments,  but  merely  to  ofier  an  observation. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  told  him  to  communicate  what  he 
wished  to  say  to  his  Counsel. 

Thurtell  accordingly  spoke  to  his  Counsel,  who 
afterwards  addressed  Mr.  Justice  Park  in  an  nnder 
tone. 

Mr.  Justice  Park,  addressing  the  Jury,  said,  he 
had  asked  the  prisoner*s  Counsel  to  enable  him  to 
know  what  Thurtell  meant.  From  what  he  could 
understand,  Thurtell  wished  it  to  be  inferred,  that  be- 
cause Hunt  was  at  the  Artichoke  on  Tuesday,  he 
must  have  been  there  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  the 
body  into  the  pond.  It  rested  with  the  Jury  to  say 
whether  tliat  inference  could  be  fairly  deduced  from 
the  fact. 

His  Lordship  was  here  addressed  by  the  prisoner's 
Counsel ;  after  which  his  Lordship  stated,  that  he 
was  informed  Thurtell  wished  to  cull  new  evidence, 
which  he  (Mr.  Justice  Park)  was  willing  to  receive. 

A  person  named  Isaac  Pyc  was  then  placed  in  the 
witness  box.  He  stated  something  about  a  donble- 
barrcllod  gun  having  been  sold  at  the  auction  which 
took  place  at  Probcrts  cottage.  [We  could  not 
perceive  what  bearing  this  evidence  had  on  the  case.] 


THB  OAMBiLBB.  88ft 

,Mr«  Jiiitioe  Pabk  desired  the  witneta  to  stand 
down,  observing  that  his  testimony  was  of  no  im- 
portance. His  Lordship  then  proceeded  with  his 
vieif  of  the  evidence.  He  observed,  that  James 
Freeman  had  deposed,  that  on  the  evening  of  the 
25tb,  he  saw  two  gentlemen  going  from  Proberta 
CQttage  in  a  gig,  drawn  by  a  white-faced  horse. 

Thurteii  again  interrupted  his  Lordship  with  an 
observation,  the  purport  of  which  was,  that  Freeman, 
in  iiis  deposition  before  the  magistrates,  had  sworn 
that  the  horse  was  of  a  different  colour. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  referred  to  the  deposition  which 
Freeman  had  made  before  the  magistrates  ;  and  then 
observed  that  the  prisoner's  assertion  was  quite  un* 
founded.  He  had  described  the  horse  on  that  occa- 
sion precisely  as  he  had  done  before  the  Court. 

Thurteii  said  he  alluded  to  the  deposition  of  Airs. 
Freeman. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  said,  that  Mrs.  Freeman  had 
not  been  examined ;  and  the  Court  could  not  contrast 
evidence  given  by  a  witness  who  had  not  been  ex- 
amined there,  with  that  given  by  a  witness  examined 
elsewhere.  He  understood,  however,  that  Mrs. 
Freeman  had  been  called  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
the  prisoner's  Counsel  an  opportunity  of  propounding 
some  question  to  her,  but  she  had  not  appeared  before 
the  Court. 

I  have  now.  Gentlemen,  gone  through  every  fact 
of  the  evidence  by  which  your  consideration  of  this 
case  ought  to  be  governed.  Among  the  witnesses 
called  by  the  prisoner  Thurteii,  is  Mr.  Wadeson,  a 
most  respectable  solicitor,  who,  upon  being  examined, 
has  told  you  that,  from  his  knowledge  of  Probcrt,  he 
would  not  believe  any  thing  he  should  say  upon  his 
oath,  unless  it  was  confirnied  by  some  other  testi- 
mony. To  the  same  question,  from  what  I  have 
seen  of  the  witness  Probert,  I  should  have  relumed 
a  similar  answer,  I  would  not  believe  him,  unless  his 
evidence  was  confirmed.  You  have  heard  tlic  re- 
spective addresses  of  the  prisoners,  and  they  will  have 
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fuch  weight  with  you  as  they  merit/jcottiiflering  at 
the  same  time  the  depositiow  of  the  witnesses  for  the 
prosecution.  You  will  remember.  Gentlemen,  that 
the  prisoner  Thurtell  is  in  one  respect  distinguished 
from  the  prisoner  Hunt,  as  the. former  has  called  three 
witnesses  to  his  character.  Of  these,  Captain  ll*Kin- 
lay,  a  most  respectable  officer,  was  one,  bat  whose 
knowledge  of  the  prisoner  was  of  an  ancient  date. 
If  that  gentleman  had  known  him  since  .1814,  as  he 
knew  .him  before,  and  if  he  could  have  given  him  the 
same  character  for  good  temper  and  humanity  during 
the  lapse  of  nine  years  between  that  period  and  the 
present,  then  his  testimony  in  the  prisoner's  behalf 
would  be  entitled  to  much  greater  weight. 

The  other  two  witnesses,  Mr.  Haydon  and  Mr. 
Walmslcy,  spoke  to  the  prisoner's  character,  and  with 
their  testimony  you.  Gentlemen,  will  deid  as  you 
think  (it.  I  must,  however,  observe  to  you,  that  cha- 
racter should  only  prevail  where  a  rational  .doubt 
exists— in  other  terms,  that  you  must  decide  this  case, 
not  upon  the  character  of  the  prisoners,  but  upon  the 
facts.  If  the  facts  are  sufficient  to  bring  conviction 
home  to  your  minds,  however  respectable  may  be  the 
family  of  the  prisoner  (and  I  give  him  credit  for  wliat 
he  bus  told  you  respecting  his  parents,  whose  case  I 
feelingly  lament,  but  whom  I  do  not  know),  then 
how  much  soever  you  may  regret  that  such  a  man 
siiould  be  guilty  of  the  crime  imputed  to  him,  this 
regret  ought  not  to  influence  your  verdict  You  are 
not  trying  his  good  character,  inucli  less  his  bad  cha- 
rater,  and  God  forbid  that  the  laws  of  the  country 
sliould  be  swayed  by  any  such  circumstances.  If 
calumnies  and  prejudices  have  been,  iis  he  says  tlicy 
have,  raised  against  him,  by  im])uthig  to  him  former 
bad  conduct,  such  calumnies  have  been  most  cniel ; 
and  it  is  astonishing  that  men  of  education,  and  of 
the  smallest  pretensions  to  right  feeling,  or  to  the 
welfare  of  the  i^enplc,  should  lend  themselves  to  prac- 
tices so  injurious  to  sound  religion  and  good  morals. 
You  are  not  to  try  whcdier  the  prisoners  have  been 
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bad  men,  (if  bad  they  have  been),  but  whether  one  of 
them  has  committed  a  murder,  and  the  other  was  hi9 
afXMssory  before  the  fact.  If  he  were  otherwise  a» 
pure  as  an  angeU  and  you  were  satisfied  of  bis  guilt  in 
this  instance,  it  would  be  your  duty,  in  justice  to  your 
fellow-creatures,  to  pronounce  your  verdict  accord^ 
ingly.  But  if,  in  the  imperfection  of  human  intelli- 
gence, a  rational  doubt  should  prevail  in  your  minds, 
Aen  you  must  give  the  prisoner  the  benefit  of  that 
doubt,  and  let  the  weight  of  his  character  be  thrown 
into  the  scale. 

Gentlemen,  and  I  can  say  no  more  than  this,  after 
the  careful  examination  of  the  evidence  through 
^hich  I  have  led  you,  you  must  consider  the  wei^t 
of  the  facts  proved  in  that  evidence.  If,  notwith- 
standing the  darkness  at  the  time  the  crime  was  com- 
mitted— if,  notwithstanding  the  secrecy  with  which 
guilt  seeks  to  shroud  itself,  tlie  finger  of  God  has 
pointed  as  plainly  to  the  criminals  as  if  they  had  com- 
mitted their  crime  in  the  face  of  day,  and  before  your 
eyes ;  it  is  your  duty  to  your  country,  your  duty  to 
God,  your  duty  to  yourselves,  to  pronounce  the  ver- 
dict which  must  satisfy  your  consciences,  notwith* 
standing  any  feeling  you  may  have  towards  the  indi- 
viduals its  consequences  may  affect.  Gentlemen, 
consider  of  your  verdict. 

The  Jury  having  consulted,  desired  to  withdraw. — 
An  officer  was  sworn  to  attend  the  Jury  in  the  usual 
form. 

While  the  Judge  was  summing  up,  the  contrast  be* 
tween  the  prisoners  was  very  striking.  Hunt  ap- 
peared ready  to  sink  whenever  any  strong  observation 
was  made  against  him,  and  his  demeanour  betrayed 
the  greatest  timidity  and  depression.  Thurtell,  how- 
ever, preserved  a  manly  firmness^  which  was  evidently 
not  forced  or  constrained.  He  was  in  full  possession 
of  his  faculties,  and  his  mind  keenly  on  the  alert  to 
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seize  and  avail  himgelf  of  any  opportunity  to  benefit 
his  case,  and  if  possible  induce  «  belief  of  his  inno- 
cence. He  did  not  hesitate  frequently  of  his  own 
accord,  to  interrupt  the  Learned  Judge,  and  endea- 
vour to  obviate  or  explain  some  of  the  strong  points 
in  the  evidence  against  him,  and  on  which  he  found 
particular  stress  was  laid. 

Hunt,  on  the  contrary,  could  not  be  induced  to 
say  a  word,  although  urged  by  his  Solicitor  to  state 
to  the  Judge  the  communication  he  was  making  to 
him,  namely,  that  Mr.  Probatt,  ttie  innkeeper,  was 
certainly  mistaken  in  his  evidence :  for  in  the  first 
place  he  had  been  long  acquainted  with  Mr.  Reece — 
be  had  not  only  used  his  house  frequently,  but  visited 
him  when  a  prisoner  in  the  Fleet,  consequently  he 
could  not  have  wanted  to  know  who  he  was ;  and 
that,  so  far  from  meditating  any  harm  against  him, 
he  had  a  respect  and  regard  for  him,  for  many  kind- 
nesses he  had  received  at  his  hands. 

Notwithstanding  the  firmness  which  he  displayed, 
and  the  composure  with  which  he  was  evidently  pre- 
pared to  meet  his  fate,  lliurtcU  had  still  a  great 
anxiety  to  gain  a  short  extension  of  time ;  for  almost 
immediately  alter  the  Jury  withdrew  to  deliberate 
on  their  verdict,  he  asked  Mr.  Piatt,  one  of  his  Coun- 
sel, wliether  he  thought  the  Judge  would  postpone 
the  execution  until  after  Sunday,  and  being  answered 
in  the  negative,  he  presently  after  made  a  similar  in- 
quiry of  M\\  llarmer,  who  was  then  close  to  the  bar 
conversing  with  Hunt,  who  gave  him  the  same  opinion 
as  his  Counsel.  Thurtell  then  asked  with  some  ap- 
parent surprise  "  What !  has  not  tlic  Judge  the  power 
to  respite  for  a  few  days  ?"  Mr.  Harmcr  said  the 
Judge  certainly  possessed  the  power,  but  he  had 
never  known  it  exercised  in  cases  of  murder,  unless 
some  doubt  was  entertained  as  to  the  correctness  of 
the  conviction ;  still,  however,  there  would  be  no 
impropriety  in  his  respectfully  soliciting  the  Judge  to 
grant  him  that  indulgence. 
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Thurtell  after  this  joined  in  a  general  conversaf  ion 
with  several  persons  who  were  immediately  around 
him.  It  was  remarked  by  one,  that  his  address  ta 
the  Court  and  Jury  was  very  powerful  and  energetic^ 
not  only  as  to  its  composition,  but  its  delivery;  and 
Thurtell  frankly  avowed  tliat  he  had  compiled  it  from 
various  sources,  and  said,  "  what  did  you  think  of  the 
conclusion ;  was  it  not  very  fine  V*  and  being  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative,  he  said,  ''  that  J  took  prin- 
cipally from  Phillips's  speeches  ;  it  is  in  the  defence 
he  wrote  for  Tumor,  tlic  bank  clerk !"  Thurtell 
heard  some  one  remark  that  the  worst  man  of  tlic 
three  had  escaped  punishAicnt  altogether,  and  he  di- 
rectly said  with  great  emphasis,  ''  I  would  rather 
suffer  death,  twenty  times  over,  tlian  be  Probert  and 
live  !"  and  he  particularly  ridiculed  tlic  idea  of  Pro- 
bert's  evidence  being  true,  as  to  his  having  stated 
that  Weare  had  nearly  got  the  better  of  him :  for, 
said  he,  "  Weare  was  a  very  little  man ;  and  to  think 
it  possible  that  such  a  person  could  get  the  better  of 
me,  is  all  nonsense/* 

A  friend  of  ThurteH's  observed — •*  At  all  eventsr 
you  cannot  be  accused  of  betraying  your  companions  ?" 
"  No,"  replied  the  prisoner,  with  marked  expression, 
**  before  any  one  could  have  got  the  secret  from  me, 
he  must  have  torn  my  heart  from  my  breast."  His 
friend,  tliinking  perhaps  this  observation  rather  too 
strongly  implied  an  admission  of  his  guilt,  and  a]>pa- 
rently  wishing  him  to  alter  its  hnport  in  that  respect, 
said,  ''  You  mean  if  you  had  been  concerned." 
Thurtell  answered — "  Yes,  of  course." 

He  inveighed  with  much  bitterness  against  one  of 
the  witnesses,  to  whose  testimony  alone,  4ie  said,  he 
should  attribute  his  conviction,  if  the  Jury  fo.unLl  hini 
guilty ;  and  he  with  great  ingenuity,  pointed  out  the 
improbability  of  his  evidence  being  true,  from  tlie  re- 
lative situations  which  the  witness  described  himself 
and  him  (Thurtell)  to  be  in,  when  he  undertook  to 
speak  to  the  fact  deposed  to. 

2  p 
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A  gentleman  oompliniefited  him  on  the  firmness 
and.ti^ent  he  had  dlq>iayedt  and  said,  whatever  was 
the  result,  no  one  could  dispute  his  tiUe  to  those 
qualities.  Thurtell  replied,  '*  I  tiuvk  I  have  taken  « 
little  of  the  sting  out  of  the  poisoned  shafts  levelled 
against  me,  and  I  know  that  the  lads  of  the  village 
will  be  pleased  with  my  conduct'* 

About  ten  minutes  before  four,  the  Jury  returned 
into  Court,  and  were  called  over  by  their  names,  to 
which  tliey'all  answered.  i 

Wlieu  the  Jury  came  into  Court,  Hunt  was  niuch 
agitated:  Thurtell  drew  himself  up  into  an  erect 
posture,  placed  liis  hands  loosely  in  each  other,  and 
seemed  to  look  very  intently  at  each  Juryman  as  he 
entered,  and  he  heard  the  verdict  without  betraying 
the  slightest  emotion ;  the  Foreman,  however,  was 
so  overcome,  that  he  could  scarcely  artieolate  the 
word  ''  Guilty,'*  and  was  some  seconds  before  he  re- 
covered  himself  sufficiently  to  ddiver  a  simflac  ver« 
diet  as  to  Hunt. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Arraigns  asked  in  the  -usual 
fomi,  whether  John  Thurtell  was  Guilty  or  Not 
Guilty  of  the  Murder  of  which  he  stood  arraigned  I 

Foreman  of  the  Jury,  in  a  iow  tone,  GUILTY. 

Clerk.  How  say  you,  is  Joseph  Hunt  Guilty  or 
Not  Guilty  ? 

Foreman.     GUILTY,  as  an  Accessory. 

Clerk.  Tlien  you  say  tliey  are  both  Guilty  as 
they  are  indicted  ? 

Foreman.     Yes. 

The  utmost  silence  prevailed  throughout  the 
Court,  and  every  eye  was  turned  towards  the  pri- 
soners, upon  whom  the  verdict  made  no  visible  im- 
prcssion« 
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MOTION  IN  ARREST  OP  JUDGMENT. 

Mr.  Andrews  now  rose  and  moved  in  arrest  of 
judgment,  on  grounds  wliich  would  be  stated  by  his 
learned  friend,  Mr.  Chitty. 

Mr.  Chitty  then  addressed  the  Court;  but  the 
commencement  of  his  speech  was  made  in  so  low  a 
tone  as  to  be  altogether  inaudible  where  wc  sat  As 
he  proceeded,  we  understood  him  to  say,  that  the 
objection  he  was  about  to  urge  was,  he  believed, 
entitled  to  great  weight.  If  he  did  not  think  so,  he 
declared  to  God  that  he  would  not  propose  it  for  the 
consideration  of  tlie  Court.  His  objection  was,  that 
the  trial  of  the  prisoners  had  been  held  on  the  6th  of 
January,  the  feast  of  the  Epiphany,  rnd  was  there- 
fore, as  he  was  prepared  to  show,  altogether  illegal. 
His  argument  was  founded  upon  a  statute  of  5th  and 
6th  of  Edward  VI.,  which  he  then  read.  The  pre-^ 
amble  set  forth,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  Christians,  at 
certain  seasons  of  the  year,  to  cease  from  all  labour, 
and  to  apply  themselves  to  holy  works.  It  was 
therefore  enacted,  that  on  all  Sundays,  and  on  the 
feast-days  thereafter  mentioned,  all  public  and  other 
business  should  be  suspended.  Among  these  days 
was  mentioned  the  feast  of  the  Epiphany  ;  and  by  the 
same  act  a  punishment  was  provided  for  the  offenders. 
This  act  was  repealed  in  the  following  reign  of  Queen 
Mary,  and  was  re-enacted  in  the  reign  of  her  succes- 
sor, Queen  Elizabeth.  The  learned  counsel  then 
quoted  a  passage  from  Dr.  Bum's  Ecclemstical  Law, 
in  which  it  was  stated,  that  offenders  against  this 
statute  might  be  punished  by  fine  and  imprisonment. 
Among  the  holy  days  mentioned  in  this  act,  that  of 
the  '*  Epiphany*'  was,  of  all  others,  entitled  to  pecu- 
liar respect.  It  was  the  day  on  which  the  birth  of 
the  Saviour  was  made  manifest,  and  therefore,  among 
Christians,  possessed  the  most  holy  character.  In  a 
late  case  in  the  Common  Pleas,  (Martin  t>.'  Goold, 
7tb  Tiumton^  p«  316),  where  a  motion  had  heeD 
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made  against  the  sealer  of  the  writs,  for  not  sealing 
a  capias  ad  respondendum  on  the  day  of  the  Epiphany, 
Sir  Vicary  Gibhs  said,  that  these  days  should  be 
kept  sacred,  and  that  no  business  should  be  done  on 
them.  The  learned  counsel  went  on  to  argue,  that 
as  it  was  the  duty  of  every  person  to  attend  divine 
service,  and  to  assist  in  the  holy  offices  of  religion  on 
this  day,  all  business  that  might  be  transacted  on  it 
would  be  in  violation  of  tiie  statute  he  had  quoted, 
and  therefore  unlawful.  There  were  decisions  in  the 
books,  that  if  a  Court  were  held  by  custom  on  Mon- 
day, or  any  other  day  on  which  Christmas-day  should 
happen  to  fall,  it  must  be  postponed,  or  all  the  pro- 
ceedings woud  be  coram  nonjitdice. 

Mr.  Justice  Park. — How  is  it  in  the  case  of  a 
charter,  Mr.  Chitty?  In  the  city  of  London,  for 
example,  they  are  obliged  by  their  charter  to  do  cer- 
tain tilings  on  the  8th  of  November,  and  altliough 
*  this  should  fall  on  a  Sunday,  they  go  through  ti^e 
ceremony,  nevertheless. 

Mr.  Chitty  replied,  that  it  was  not  his  duty  there 
to  argue  upon  the  expediency  of  the  statute,  but  he 
submitted  that  the  Court  must  be  governed  by  the 
rule  of  law,  and  however  inconvenient  the  delay 
might  be,  that  rule  was  so  strong  that  it  must  be 
obeyed.  His  Lordship  would  recollect  the  anecdote 
of  Lord  Kenyon,  who  said  to  Mr.  Sergeant  Hill  on 
the  day  before  Good  Friday,  '*  I  shall  sit  to-morrow,'* 
to  which  the  learned  sergeant  replied,  "  Then,  my 
Lord,  you  will  be  the  first  judge  that  ever  did  so 
since  Pontius  Pilate." 

Mr.  Justice  Pauk. — "  But  he  was  not  the  last."  I 
think  as  highly,  I  trust,  of  the  religion  of  my  country 
as  any  man,  and  I  see  no  objection  to  sitting  on  a 
Good  Friday.  I  remember  that  an  excellent  and 
learned  judge,  now  no  more,  to  whom  when  I  was  a 
young  man  I  expressed  some  surprise  that  he  should 
sit  on  a  Good  Friday,  told  me,  that  by  holding  the 
Court  after  he  came  from  church  on  Good  Friday,  be 
kept  many  persons  from  ale-houses ;  and  for  my  own 
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part,  Ishall,  as  long  as  it  pleases  God  to  spare  me, 
continue  to  sit  on  a  Good  Friday.  The  statute  which 
has  been  referred  to  passed  at  a  very  early  period  of 
the  reformed  religion,  and  its  object  was  to  relieye 
the  people  from  the  burden  of  the  numerous  holydays 
of  the  Romish  church. 

Mr.  Chittv  said,  he  did  not  know  how  the  judges 
who  sat  in  courts  on  those  days  which  were  to  be 
kept  holy  could  turn  their  minds  to  religious  concerns, 
or  could,  in  reality,  regard  the  day  at  all.  Here  was 
a  direct  act  of  parliament  which  should  be  repealed, 
not  by  usage,  or  by  violation,  but  by  positive  enact- 
ment, and  which,  till  so  repealed,  must  be  recognised 
as  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  land.  The  doctrine  of 
the  obsolete  in  law  could  not  be  endured.  It  was  his 
solemn  opinion  before  God  [Mr.  Justice  Park — '*Oh! 
oh !'']  that  the  ground  for  an  arrest  of  judgment  was 
valid,  and  he  therefore  moved  it.  The  statute,  at  all 
events,  entitled  him  to  claim  the  opinion  of  the  twelve 
judges  on  the  point  he  had  raised. 

Mr.  Justice  Park. — I  am  of  opinion  that  tliere  is 
no  validity  whatever  in  the  ground  laid  for  this  mo- 
tion, and  I  must  hope,  that  in  future  counsel  will  not 
appeal  to  the  Deity  for  the  sincerity  of  their  opinions, 
because  such  an  appeal  gives  a  sort  of  sanction  ap- 
proaching to  the  nature  of  an  oath  to  their  assertions, 
which  they  are  not  called  upon  to  give.  A  counsel  is 
not  only  not  blamed,  but  honoured  for  advancing  an 
opinion  with  ingenuity  which  his  deliberate  and  im- 
partial judgment  might  not  confirm,  but  he  is  not 
called  on  to  sanction  it  by  appeals  to  the  Deity.  If 
I  had  the  least  possible  doubt  in  this  case,  I  should 
give  the  prisoners  the  benefit  of  it,  but  the  uniform 
practice  of  courts  under  the  statute  left  no  doubt  on 
the  head,  and  it  was  for  the  learned  gentleman  or  his 
advisers  to  indict  them  if  they  pleased ;  (though  he 
much  doubted  the  doctrine  of  Dr.  Burn)  that  even 
against  real  breakers  of  this  statute  indictment  would 
lie — seeing  that  the  censure  in  the  Spiritual  Court 
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was  specially  provided.  Surely  all  who  turned  to  the 
history  of  ttieir  country,  must  ^now  the  nature  and 
cause  of  the  statute  quoted.  Edward  VI .  was  the 
first  Protestant  monarch  properly  so  called;  for  though 
Henry  VIII.  made  some  reforms,  and  abjured  soQie 
of  the  errors  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  his«  conduct 
was  so  uncertain,  and  he  vacillated  in  thafc  sort  of 
way»  that  he  seemed  Protestant  one  day,  and  Piipist 
the  next.  I  honour  every  man,  who,  in  his  leisure, 
regards  with  reverence  the  days  that  are  set  aside  as 
holy  by  this  statute,  but  I  cannot  think  that  the  pure 
and  holy  administration  of  justice  will  affect  the 
purity  or  holiness  of  any  of  these  da]rs.  It  was  not 
the  intentipn  of  the  statute  to  establish,  but  to  limit, 
tiie  number  of  holydays,  which  were  too  numerous 
and  too  superstitiously  observed  in  Popish  times.  I 
much  wohder,  however,  that  in^  that  statute  the  fast 
of  Good  Friday  is  not  mentioned.  Perhaps  that  day 
in  particular  had  been  too  superstitiously  observed.- 
The  practice  for  near  800  years,  under  that  statute, 
had  shewn  the  sense  of  the  legislature.  True  it  is, 
that  during  Term  time  there  are  certain  days  set  aside 
when  the  peace  of  Holy  Mother  Church,  according 
to  ancient  language,  is  to  be  kept,  but  it  has  never 
been  thought,  that  any  day  is  less  sacred  for  the 
sacred  ndministration  of  justice.  And  after  this  un- 
interrupted practice,  that  I  should  be  called  upon  in 
the  nineteenth  century  to  say  that  all  the  business 
transacted  on  such  days  in  courts  of  justice  has  been 
coram  nonjudice.  Why,  my  Lord  Chief  Justice  is 
at  this  very  time  trying  cau^s,  on  which  thousands 
depend,  in  Guildhall !  Wliat  becomes  too  of  the  Okl 
Bailey?  The  motion  is  made  on  grounds  so  large, 
so  extensive,  so  novel,  so  dangerous,  and  so  unsubstan- 
tial, that  I  rfiould  think  myself  utterly  disgraced  if  I 
paid  any  attention  to  it. 
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SENTENCE  OP  DEATH. 

The  officer  of  the  Court  tlien  said — ^You,  John  Thur- 
telU  have  been  indicted,  that  you  did  feloniously,  and 
with  malice  aforethought,  murder  William  Weare ; 
and  you,  Joseph  Hunt,  have  been  indicted  as  having 
counselled,  aided,  hired,  and  abetted  the  said  John 
Thurtell,  to  commit  the  said  murder,  and  you  have 
pleaded  not  guilty  to  this  indictment,  you  have  thrown 
yourselves  on  your  country,  whose  verdict  you  have 
heard.  What  have  you,  or  cither  of  you,  to  say  why 
sentence  of  death  should  not  pass  on  you  ? 

Thurtell. — My  Lord,  before  you  pass  sentence,  I 
pray  you  to  take  into  your  serious  consideration  what 
I  say,  I  now,  for  the  last  time,  assert  that  I  am  inno- 
cent. I  entreat  a  short  delay  in  the  execution  of  the 
sentence  you  may  pass,  as  I  have  friends  now  at  a  dis- 
tance, with  whom  it  is  necessary  tliat  I  should  transact 
some  business.  It  is  for  tlie  sake  of  some  friends 
that  arc  dear  to  me,  that  I  ask  this  indulgence,  not 
for  myself,  for  I  am  this  moment  ready ;  my  request, 
I  hope  your  Lordship  will  take  into  consideration ; 
and  beyond  Sunday  next  is  all  I  ask. 

During  tliis  short  address,  the  prisoner  spoke  in  a 
subdued  though  firm  tone  of  voice,  and  was  evidently 
labouring  under  considerable  anxiety.  Whenever 
any  allusion  was  made  to  his  family,  he  seemed  to  he 
much  affected. 

The  prisoner  Hunt  declined  to  address  the  Court. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  having  put  on  tlie  black  coif,  ad- 
dressed the  prisoners  as  follows: — 

John  Thurtell,  and  you,  Joseph  Hunt,  after  a  very 
full,  a  very  fair,  and,  I  trust,  a  most  impartial  trial,  a 
Jury  of  your  country  have  with,  I  tliink,  the  most  per- 
fect propriety,  found  you  guilty.  You,  John  Thur- 
tell, as  the  principal  in  the  commission  of  a  foul  mur- 
der, and  you,  Joseph  Hunt,  as  an  accessory  before  the 
fact  of  the  same  crime.  It  cannot  but  give  great 
compunction  lo  every  feeling  mind  that  a  person  who. 
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from  his  conduct  this  day,  has  shown  that  he  was  bom 
with  capacity  for  better  things — who,  accordmg  to  his 
statement,  received  in  his  childhood  religious  impres- 
sions from  a  kind  and  careful  mother — ^who  in  his 
youth  served  his  country  without  reproach — should, 
notwithstanding,  have  been  guilty  of  so  foul  and  de- 
testable a  crime.  For,  notwithstanding  your  repeated 
and  confident  asseverations  of  your  innocence,  I  must 
declare,  that  such  has  been  the  force  of  the  evidence 
against  you,  that  I  am,  in  my  mind,  as  confident  of 
your  guilt  as  if  my  mortal  eyes  had  seen  the  commis* 
sion  of  the  crime.  And  I  trust  that  you  will  not  lay 
that  flattering  unction  to  your  soul,  that  the  declara- 
tions of  your  innocence  will  avail  you  here,  still  less 
before  the  all-seeing  eye,  who  searches  all  hearts,  and 
not  add  to  your  misfortunes  and  your  guilt  by  rushing 
into  his  presence  with  a  lie  in  your  mouth  and  perjury 
in  your  right  hand. 

You  best  know,  or  he  best  knows,  what  your  con- 
science says  to  those  declarations  of  innocence ;  but 
on  the  evidence  on  which  we  must  act,  it  does  most 
clearly  appear  that  you  have  been  guilty  of  one  of  the 
most  foul,  most  bloody,  and  deliberate  murders  tliat 
has  ever  been  perpetrated  or  punished.  That  you 
should  go  on  with  your  victim  into  those  haunts  of 
gamblers  which  afford  the  incentives  and  the  encou- 
ragement to  the  basest  and  the  most  furious  passions 
— that  you  should  propose  to  introduce  him  to  the 
house  of  your  friend — that  you  should  lead  him  to 
make  preparation  for  enjoyment  and  for  social  inter- 
course with  you,  and  that  in  the  moment  of  darkness, 
before  he  reached  that  house,  you  should  betray  and 
murder  him,  does  seem  the  height  of  cruelty  and 
crime. 

If  he  was  the  person  in  point  of  human  conduct 
which  he  is  described  to  be,  consider  how  much  your 
guilt  is  aggravated  in  sending  him  to  account  before 
his  Maker  without  one  short  moment  of  preparation, 
without  even  the  space  once  to  take  the  name  of  God 
religiously  into  his  mouth.     I  say  not  this  to  aggra- 
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rate  your  nifliriiigii — I  say  it  only  to  inraken  your 
mind  to  Che  sense  of  yoor  awful  condition,  and  tb 
lead  yoa  to  the  only  refuge  that  is  now  left  for  you. 
Short  OS  is  your  time  of  preparation  for  your  great 
change,  I  trust  you  will  lose  not  a  moment  in  apply- 
ing to  the  Throne  of  Grace.  Short  as  it  may  be,  too, 
recollect  that  it  was  more  than  twenty  times  told  the 
space  given  by  you  to  the  unhappy  man  whose  blood 
you  violently  shed.  And  I  trust,  too,  that  even  in  the 
past  month,  which  the  postponement  of  your  trial  has 
afforded  you,  instead  of  having  fixed  your  mind  en- 
tirely on  the  means  of  defence  against  the  last  punish- 
ment, which  you  cannot  escape  here,  you  have  em- 
ployed yourself  in  a  way  which  must  have  been,  and 
which  must  be  more  profitable  to  you^  in  seeking  to 
make  your  peace  with  that  God  with  whom  is  mercy 
towards  the  worst  of  sinners.  I  understand  that  the 
clergyman  of  this  gaol  is  a  most  respectable  man  ;  I 
understand  from  the  statements  of  one  of  you  that  he 
has  been  assiduous  in  calling  on  those  feelings  in  your 
bosom  which  be  may  not  yet  have  awakened.  He 
will  shew  you  the  way  to  salvation ;  he  will  shew  you 
that  grace  may  yet  be  given  to  a  contrite  heart. 
Seek,  O !  seek  it  earnestly,  I  beseech  you ;  knock 
earnestly  at  that  gate  which  is  never  shut  to  a  repent- 
ant sinner.  Pour  yourselves  out  at  the  feet  of  your 
Redeemer  in  humbleness  and  truth,  and  to  his  grace 
and  mercy  I  commit  you;  and,  while  you  are  seeking 
for  it,  you  shall  have  my  devout  and  constant  prayers 
that  your  supi)lication8  may  be  heard. 

The  Judge  was  here  much  affected ;  tlie  prisoner 
Hunt  sobbed  loudly,  and  placed  his  handkerchief  be- 
fore his  face.  Thurtells  countenance  indicated  no 
emotion;  he  was  serious  and  profoundly  attentive. 

The  sentence  of  law  which  I  have  to  pronounce 
upon  you,  John  ThurtelU  according  to  the  statute,  is 
this — ^that  you,  John  Thurtell,  be  taken  to  the  place 
from  whence  you  came,  and  from  thence  that  you  be 
taken  on  Friday,  the  9tli  instant,  to  a  place  of  execu- 
tion, and  that  you  be  hanged  by  tlie  neck  till  you  be 
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dead,  and  tiiat  your  body  be  taken  down  and  giten 
to  the  surgeons  for  dissection.  On  ypu,  Joseph 
Hunt,  the  sentence  of  the  law  is,  that  you  be  takes 
from  hence  to  the  place  from  whence  you  came,  mA 
from  thence  to  a  place  of  execution,  and  that  you  be 
hanged  by  the  neck  till  you  be  dead ;  and  may  (xod 
of  his  infinite  mercy  have  compassion  on  both  yoor 
souls. 

Thurtell  continued  to  display  the  same  firmness  to 
the  end  of  this  sentence  :  Hunt  was  extremely  d& 
jected.  When  it  was  finished,  Thurtell  talked  for  a 
few  moments  to  some  persons  in  the  court,  and  then 
both  prisoners  quitted  the  dock  with  the  gaoler  and 
his  officers. 

The  Judge  soon  after  discharged  the  Jury,  thank- 
ing them  for  their  patient  attention.  **  You  have 
had  much  trouble,"  he  said,  ''  but  the  interests  of 
justice  required  it.'* 

The  Court  was  then  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Jostice 
Park  soon  after  set  off  to  return  to  London.  The 
High  Sheriff  remained  in  the  town  to  superintend  the 
preparations  for  carrying  the  awful  sentence  of  the 
law  into  effect. 

RETURN  TO  THE  GOAL. 

In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  Court,  the  post  carriage  intended  to  convey 
the  prisoners  back  to  gaol,  was  drawn  up  to  the  iron 
gates.  While  waiting  for  its  arrival  the  prisoners 
were  perfectly  silent.  The  moment  every  thing  was 
ready,  the  prisoners  walked  rapidly  to  the  vehicle, 
and  jumped  in.  It  was  nearly  dark,  so  that  the  im- 
mense multitude  assembled  to  witness  tlieir  depar- 
ture, were  scarcely  able  to  get  a  glimpse  of  their  per- 
sons, added  to  which  the  post-boy  drove  with  great 
rapidity. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  gaol,  they  were  conducted 
into  the  kitchen,  where  their  irons  were  again  put  on. 
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While  there,  Bishop,  the  Bow-street  officer,  and  a 
gentleman,  a  friend  of  Mr.  Wilson's,  happened  to  be 
present.  Thurtell  appeared  to  be  struggling  to  main- 
tain bis  firmness,  and  certainly  succeeded  in  a  great 
degree. 

As  is  customary  on  capital  convictions  for  murder, 
the  persons  of  the  prisoners  were  searched,  in  order 
that  every  tiling  which  might  be  used  as  a  weapon  of 
destruction  might  be  removed.  While  this  cere- 
mony was  going  on,  Thurtell  took  out  his  snuff-box, 
which  was  completely  exhausted,  and  wiping  round 
the  inside  with  his  finger,  took  the  last  grain  that  was 
left.  He  then  turned  to  Bishop,  and  said,  *'  Bishop, 
can't  you  give  me  a  pinch  r"  Bishop  said  that  he  was. 
sorry  it  was  not  in  his  power,  as  he  never  carried  a 
box;  upon  which  Mr.  Wilson's  friend,  addressing 
Thurtell  in  terms  of  politeness,  pulled  out  a  box,  and 
said,  *'  Sir,  I  fortunately  have  some,  and  it  is  at  your 
service."  He  then  emptied  his  box  into  that  of 
Thurtell,  who  exp^&essed  his  thanks  in  strong  terms, 
exclaiming,  ''  A  friend  in  need  is  a  friend  indeed," 
taking  at  the  same  time  a  hearty  pinch. 

The  fastening  of  his  irons  being  completed,  he  was 
told  he  was  to  be  placed  in  a  difierent  cell  to  that 
which  he  had  previously  occupied.  He  made  no  ob- 
servation, but  shaking  his  head  in  a  significant  man- 
ner, prepared  to  submit.  Before  he  went  he  put  out 
his  hand  to  Bishop,  and  begged  to  shake  hands  with 
him  for  the  last  time ;  Bishop  instantly  grasped  his 
hand,  and  they  parted.  He  was  then  removed  to  one 
of  the  condemied  cells,  where  he  was  left,  attended 
by  two  persons,  who  are  to  remain  with  him,  till  taken 
forth  for  execution.  Some  suspicions  were  entertained 
that  he  might  attempt  to  destroy  his  own  life,  but  to 
prevevt  this  every  precaution  was  taken. 

Hunt  scarcely  uttered  a  word ;  he  submitted  to  be 
searched  in  silence,  and  heaved  several  heavy  sighs. 
He  was  so  much  depressed,  in  fact,  that  be  appeared 
ineaiMible  of  entering  into  conversation.  He,  like 
Thurtell,  was  removed  into  a  oondemned  ccll»  and 
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waft  attended  by  two  persons  in  the  same  manner. 
He  was  informed  that  Mr.  Harmer,  his  solicitor,  had 
set  off  to  town,  in  order  that  he  might  draw  up  a  me- 
morial to  the  Crown  in  his  favour  as  quicUy  as  pos- 
sible. 

INTERVAL  BETWEEN  THE  CONDEMNA- 
TION  AND  EXECUTION. 

The  room  in  which  Mr.  Wilson  placed  Thurtell 
little  corresponded  with  the  idea  generally  formed 
#f  a  condemned  celK  It  was  lar^e,  spacious,  and 
ftiry*  lighted  by  a  lamp  and  candle,  and  warmed  by 
a  comfortable  fire. 

Three  or  four  persons  were  ordered  to  attend 
him  constantly.  He  was  provided  with  some  tea 
and  bread  and  butter.  His  books  were  a  Bible, 
Prayer-Book^  and  one  or  two  other  volumes,  con- 
taining religious  consolation. 

As  soon  as  the  arrangements  for  his  final  confine- 
ment were  made,  the  Chaplain  of  the  gaol  waited 
upon  him.  Thurtell,  struck  by  the  presence  of  the 
gentleman,  whose  appearance  (as  he  uniformly  cx- 
presed  it)  consoled  him,  burst  into  tears,  and  for  the 
first  time  since  iiis  imprisonment,  manifested  the 
warmest  and  most  agitated  sense  of  his  deplorable 
condition.  The  Chaplain  expressed  the  gratification 
he  felt  at  finding  this  happy  change  in  Thurtell's  de- 
meanour, and  impressed  in  ttie  strongest  manner  the 
necessity  of  his  availing  himself  of  the  few  hours 
which  remained  to  him,  to  ofier  up  his  contrition 
and  prayer  for  mercy  where  alone  he  could  now  ex* 
pect  it.  Thurtell  instantly,  with  his  eyes  suffused  in 
tears,  declared  that  his  contrition  was  sincere,  that 
he  forgave  the  world,  and  implored  the  mercifid  for- 
giveness oC  God.  His  manner  was  fervid  and  im- 
passioned, but  at  the  same  time  free  from  any 
whining  afiectation  of  mere  penitence,  or  tremdoM 
apprehension  at  the  near  prospect  of  the  new  aoeai 
into  which  he  was  abcmt  to  paaa.    Uii  dnlamlioii  of 
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contrition  was  at  once  manly  and  resigned ;  and  his 
manner  so  unaffected  and  solemn,  that  it  was  calcu- 
lated to  inspire  very  great  interest  in  his  fate,  not- 
withstanding the  dreadful  circumstances  of  his  now 
established  and  admitted  crime.  He  said  that  death 
to  him,  after  the  misery  of  his  late  mode  of  life,  was 
a  relief,  and  that  he  could  go  forth  with  the  firmness 
of  a  christian  to  his  fate  ;  but  he  added,  that  domes- 
tic recollections — the  anguish  of  the  surviving  mem- 
bers of  his  family,  and  particularly  of  a  mother  and 
sister,  whose  instructions  and  society  would,  if  ad- 
hered to,  have  made  that  life  respectable  which  would 
only  now  be  remembered  with  shame — ^these  were,  he 
said,  the  reflections  which  overwhelmed  him  with  grief 
and  sorrow.  He  was  now  ready  to  resign  himself 
to  any  preparation  for  his  fate,  and  more  particularly 
with  a  gentleman  who  had  never  approached  bim,  as 
others  had  done  by  letters,  to  tamper  with  his  feel- 
ings, but  to  compose  and  assuage  his  affliction. 

The  attendants  were  struck  with  the  altered  man- 
ner of  the  prisoner,  and  more  affected,  almost,  than  he 
was  himself.  He  became  calmer  aflter  his  interview  with 
the  Chaplain,  and  his  firmness  subsided  into  a  decent 
resignation;  he  repeated  his  readiness  to  moot  his 
fate  as  soon  as  possible,  hoped  for  the  forgiveness 
of  his  family,  and  the  oblivion  of  his  offences. 

After  his  interview  with  the  Chaplain,  handcuffs 
were  produced  and  placed  upon  his  wrists.  This 
seemed  to  affect  him  a  good  deal,  but  he  made  no 
remonstrance.  When  he  was  told  they  were  to  sit 
up  with  him  all  night,  he  made  no  reply,  but  threw 
himself  on  the  bed  in  his  clothes.  One  of  the  men 
covered  him  with  the  rug,  and  he  soon  after  dropped 
into  a  soond  sleep.  His  mind  and  body  seemed  to 
have  been  entirely  exhausted  from  the  fatigues  and 
excitements  of  the  day. 

He  waked  once  or  twice  during  the  night,  and  at 
one  time  exclaimed  to  one  of  the  men—"  WiHiam, 
ara  yoa  there  ?"     On  recdving  an  answer  in  the 
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affirmative,  he  said,    **  that's  right/'   and  taniiog 
round,  again  slept  most  profoundly. 

At  seven  o  clock,  he  desired  the  men  to  assist  him 
to  rise,  and  on  being  got  out  of  bed,  he  sat  upon  a 
stool  near  the  fire,  which  had  been  kept  in  all  night 
There  were  a  Bible,  a  Prayer-Book,  and  a  volume 
of  religious  tracts  on  the  table,  the  latter  of  which 
he  took  up  and  read  for  a  short  time  with  perfect 
calmness ;  he  then  laid  it  down  open,  and  mused  for 
a  few  seconds. 

At  half-past  seven  Mr.  Wilson  entered  his  room, 
and  finding  him  up,  asked  him  **  how  he  felt  ?  Thur- 
tell  replied,  rather  cheerfully,  "  Very  well,  Mr.  Wil- 
son— never  better  in  health.*'  He  evidently  derived 
pleasure  from  the  presence  of  Mr.  Wilson,  and  asked 
him  what  o'clock  it  was.  Mr.  Wilson  told  him, 
''half-past  seven."  On  which  he  said,  '*  By  this  time 
to-morrow,  Mr.  Wilson,  it  will  be  all  right,*'  but 
suddenly  correcting  himself — ''  I  mean  (said  he)  it 
will  be  all  over.*' 

He  then  made  some  common  observations  as  to 
his  room,  and  his  good  night's  rest ;  after  which  he 
had  his  breakfast  of  bread  and  butter  and  coffee. 
He  ate  heartily,  and  was  firm  and  collected. 

After  breakfast  Mr.  Wilson  informed  him  they 
were  all  going  to  Chapel,  and  that  he  was  to  be  pre- 
sent. Thurtcll  said,  "  Very  well ;  I  am  ready.''  On 
again  alluding  to  the  time  of  execution,  Mr.  Wilson 
informed  him  it  would  not  be  so  soon  as  he  antici- 
pated, on  which  he  expressed  his  regret,  and  said, 
''  the  sooner  the  better,  for  I  have  taken  my  leave  of 
this  world ;  as  my  doom  is  fixed,  the  sooner  I  suffer 
the  better."  Mr.  Wilson,  and  every  member  of  bis 
family  betrayed  a  strong  feeling  of  regret  for  Uie 
man,  for,  although  a  murderer,  tliere  was  a  manliness 
and  a  correctness  in  his  general  conduct  which  won 
their  respect.  The  candid  and  warm  Hianoer  in 
which  he  acknowledged  Mr.  Wilson's  humane  and 
benevolent  attentions  to  him,  also,  could  not  but  have 
produced  a  strong  effect  on  fliat  gentiemaa^s  mind. 
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THE  CHAPEL. 

'  At  half-past  eight  o'clock,  Mr.  Wilson  ordered  all 
&e  prisoners  in  the  gaol  to  be  conducted  to  the  Chapel, 
in  order  that  they  might  be  present  during  the  service 
that  was  about  to  be  performed.  They  were  con- 
ducted accordingly  to  the  place  appointed,  and  seemed 
to  be  awfully  impressed  with  the  scene  which  was 
about  to  be  presented  to  them. 

Soon  after  nine,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Franklin,  the  Chap- 
lain, arrived.  He  brought  with  him  a  volume  of 
Paley's  Works,  for  the  use  of  ThurteD,  which  con- 
tained  some  prayers  considered  by  the  Rev.  Divine 
as  particularly  applicable  to  his  situation. 

All  being  in  readiness,  the  prisoners  proceeded  at 
a  slow  pace,  attended  by  Mr.  Wilson  and  his  son,  to 
the  Chapel.  Thurtell  walked  with  a  ftrm  step,  and 
looked  perfectly  composed.  Hunt  looked  the  picture 
of  despair ;  his  mind  seemed  to  be  completely  pros- 
trate. On  entering  the  Chapel,  they  were  coniducted 
to  a  seat  appointed  for  their  reception,  and  which 
was  in  full  view  of  all  the  other  prisoners.  No  other 
persons  were  allowed  to  be  present,  strict  orders 
having  been  given  by  the  High-Sheriff  that  no  one 
whatever  should  be  admitted  to  the  Gaol,  either  on 
this  or  any  future  occasion,  previous  to  tlie  execution, 
without  his  permission.  This  proceeding  originated 
in  the  most  humane  motives,  and  from  a  desire,  at  so 
awful  a  moment,  that  nothing  should  occur  to  dis- 
tract the  attention  of  the  prisoners,  or  to  remove 
their  minds  from  that  devotion  from  which  they  can 
alone  derive  consolation  in  this  world. 

The  Chaplain  commenced  the  service  with  the 
following  prayer,  which  he  delivered  in  the  most  im- 
pressive manner : — 

THE  PRAYER. 

"Oh!    thou  great  and  glorious  Lord  God !     Thou 
high  and  holy  one,  who  inhabitest  eternity^  and  de- 
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spisest  not  the  meanest  of  thy  works,  we  humbly  be- 
seech thee  to  look  ddwn  in  compassion  upon  us,  thy 
poor  vile  and  sinful  creatures,  vkto  now  present  our 
prayers  an^  supplications  unto  thee.  Have  mercy 
upon  us — O  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us  !  According 
to  the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies^  blot  out  all 
our  transgressions,  and  remember  our  sins  and  ini- 
quities no  more.  And  do  thou,  in  pity  to  our  infir* 
initios,  dispose  our  hearts,  and  strengthen  our  reso- 
lutions, to  serve  and  fear  thee,  the  only  Grod^  all  the 
days  of  our  lives. 

**  Grant  us  the  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  wc 
may  every  day  become  better,  and  wiser  unto  sal- 
vation ;  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  reform  and  amend 
all  that  is  amiss  in  the  frame  and  temper  of  our  minds, 
and  in  the  course  and  action  of  our  lives ;  that  we 
may  mortify  our  lusts,  govern  our  passions,  and  direct 
our  whole  conversation  aright.  Assist  us  mercifully, 
O  God,  to  do  all  that  is  good ;  to  avoid  all  that  is 
evil ;  and  finally,  to  be  partakers  of  thy  heavenly 
kingdom. 

**  We  humbly  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  to  bless  and 
preserve  us,  thine  unworthy  servants,  who  are  at  this 
time  assembled  in  thy  name,  to  be  present  in  the  midst 
of  us,  and  to  assist  us  in  the  holy  service  of  devotion 
in  which  we  are  engaged;  and  grant,  tliat  those 
truths  which  shall  be  delivered,  out  of  thy  revealed 
word,  may  have  their  due  effect,  and  lasting  influence 
upon  the  hearts  and  consciences,  upon  the  lives  and 
conduct  of  us  all. 

*'  These  prayers,  O  heavenly  Father,  we  humbly 
offer  up  unto  the  throne  of  mercy,  in  the  name  and 
through  the  merits  and  mediation  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  in  whose  most  comprehensive 
form  of  words  we  sum  up  all  our  petitions.*' 

The  prayer  being  concluded,  after  a  short  and 
solemn  pause,  the  Rev.  Gentleman  remarked,  that 
this  season  of  advent  was  appointed  by  the  church, 
not  only  the  advent,  or  coming,  or  appearance  of 


Jesi]»  Cfarat  in  boman  shape 

us  annually  in  mind  of  hn 

itiay  prepare  our  hearts  and  mindi. 

actionf^  to  meet  him  at  hit  aecend 

the   world  in  righieoosnesa.     No  sibfect 

aM>re  appropriate  to  this  loteaBB  and 

of  the  year,  than  the  general  jadgnrnt  hjr 

Christ 

He  then,  in  a  manner  the 
ever  witnessed  on  any 
delivery  of 

THE  CONDEMNED  SERMON. 

^^  fFe  mwt  all  appear  before  ike  jvdgwtemi  K»f  tf 
Christy  that  every  one  may  receive  the  thingt  dome  ta  la# 
bodyy  according  to  that  he  hath  done^  Khmer  it  be  go&d 
or  badr    2  Cor.  v.  10. 

The  Rev.  Chaplain  said,  that  in  the  begiimiog  of  the 
chapter,  St.  Paul  expressed  an  earnest  desire  to  qfuit 
this  earthly  tabernacle  for  a  house  not  made  wiik 
bands,  and  to  be  present  with  the  Lord ;  hot  tfaal^ 
however  the  Almighty  diould  dispeae  of  faiai^  he 
should  make  it  his  constant  laboor  and  stody  to  ta 
conduct  himself,  that  both  in  this  world  and  at  hie 
presentation  into  the  next,  he  might  hope  to  be  ap> 
proved  and  accepted  by  his  Grod,  and  that  to  this  end 
his  actions  were  daily  govomed  and  directed.  He 
then  enforced  upon  the  prifoners  the  sinqde  and  ex- 
pressive rule  of  St.  Paul,  and  emphatically  pointed 
out  the  force  and  value  of  attention  to  it.  He  iaa- 
plored  the  prisoners  to  consider  the  certainty  of  a 
future  judgment  Not  to  dwell  on  the  persuasion 
and  belief  of  all  he^hens  and  pagans  in  every  age 
and  country,  in  this  respect,  on  the  dictates  of  ev^ry 
man's  natmral  conscience,  his  self-approbation  of  secret 
virtue,  his  sdf-condemnatioo  of  secret  vice,  the  bopea 
and  the  fears  that  agitate  ev^y  man'a  brrast  on  ao* 
count  of  Us  most  private  actions,  and  the  inmoat 
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of  his  hearty  were  alL  he  taidt  to  maaf 
prooft  of  his  belief  in  a  future  Judgment 

In  the  second  place»  be  said»  that  neither  was  it 
necessary  to  take  an  extensiTe  view  of  the  unequal 
distribution  of  happiness  and  misery  in  diis  life; 
how  virtuous  and  holy  men  w^  often  afflicted  in 
this  world,  and  that,  too,  even  for  rig^iteousness*  sake, 
^md  that  profligate,  daring,  and  impious  men,  often 
flourish  and  prosper-— they  came  not  into  trouble, 
neither  were  they  plagued  like  other  men ;  hence  the 
Justice  of  God  seemed  to  require  that  at  the  final  con- 
summation of  all  things,  this  seeming  injustice  diould 
be  rectified,  and  that  God  would  one  day  folly  vin- 
dicate the  Hghteousness  of  bis  government,  acquit 
the  honour  of  his  justice,  and  that  there  would  be 
held  a  general  assiw  of  all  men  that  ever  breathed 
on  the  face  of  ttie  whole  earth,  when  they  would  all 
have  a  fair  and  open  trial,  and  God  would  render  to 
each  according  to  his  works. 

The  Chaplain  then  forced  the  trudi  of  the  divine 
judgment,  and  after  making  a  powerful  impression 
upon  his  auditory  by  the  eloquence  of  his  ai^;ument, 
he  exclaimed — *'  Hear  the  words  of  your  Redeemer—* 
**  The  day  is  coming  in  which  all  who  are  in  their 
^aves  shall  hear  the  voice  of  their  Judge,  and  riiall 
come  forth ;  they  that  have  done  good,  unto  the  re- 
surrection  of  fife ;  and  they  that  have  done  evil,  unto 
the  resurrection  of  damnation/*  He  remarked  upon 
the  astonidung  indifference  of  some  persons  to  the 
divine  declaration,  and  the  impossibility  of  their  con- 
ducting themselves  in  the  manner  some  did,  Were  they 
impressed  with  its  truth.  He  was  particularly  solemn 
and  impressive  in  dwelling  upon  the  profligacy  and 
profaneness  of  some  who  were  not  deterred  by  a 
sense  of  religion  from  the  commission  of  sin,  just  tf 
if  eternal  justice  were  asleep — just  as  if  all  their 
wicked  actions  would  be  buried  wiA  their  dead 
iM>dies,  and  should  never  rise  again  in  judgment 
s^nst  dieir  immortal  souls.    He  contrairted  with 
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8uch  impious  indifference,  the  calmness,  the  conso- 
lation^ and  hope  of  a  true  Christian,  who  built  his 
hope  on  the  fundamental  belief  of  happiness  here- 
after, and  illustrated  the  value  of  such  a  hope  by  the 
practice  of  St.  Paul,  and  the  serenity  ana  piety  of 
his  life. 

The  reverend  gentleman  then  said,  that  it  would 
be  easy  to  draw  a  terrific  picture  of  the  great  and 
terrible  day  of  judgment,  but  he  preferred  the  argu- 
ments, which  cool  reason  suggested,  to  those  which 
terror  and  amazement  inspired.  He  invoked  the  at- 
tention of  the  prisoners  to  die  plain  and  powerful  ex- 
pression of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Suppose  then,  said 
he,  that  *'  you  saw  the  heavens  opened,  and  the  Son 
of  Man  coming  in  great  power  and  glory,  and  all  his 
holy  angels  with  him.  Suppose  that  you  heard  the 
mighty  cherubim,  in  burning  rows,  sounding  the  loud 
trumpet  of  archangels,  and  a  mighty  voice  piercing 
the  heavens  and  the  earth — "  Arise,  ye  dead,  and 
come  to  judgment !"  Suppose  you  sawttie  throne  set, 
and  the  great  Judge  sitting  upon  the  throne  of  his 
glory,  and  all  nations  gathered  before  him ;  and  all 
the  dead,  both  small  and  great,  standing  before  God ; 
the  books  opened,  and  the  dead  judged  out  of  the 
things  written  in  those  books  ;  suppose  you  heard  the 
respective  sentences  upon  all  mankind  pronounced  by 
the  mouth  of  Christ  himself — ''  Come,  ye  blessed  of 
my  Father,  receive  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you, 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world!*'  and,  ''  Depart 
from  me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire,  prepared 
for  the  devil  and  his  angels/'  Would  not  this,  con- 
tinued the  reverend  gentleman,  *'  be  an  appalling 
scene,  and  did  not  the  Gospel  positively  declare  that 
it  should  come  to  pass  ?''  He  asked,  then,  why  was 
not  that  dreadful  fact  operative  upon  human  conduct  ? 
Why,  then,  such  insensibility  to  human  interests — 
why  stifle  the  voice  of  conscience — ^why  labour  to 
drown  its  cries  by  the  din  and  riot  of  worldly  cares 
and  pleasures  ? 

After  dwelling  forcibly  on  this  topic,  the  reverend 
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miteiMn  eKidaimed,  "  Lot  this  firaMiift  «iscm  irf 
Advwt  censtrain  Of  att  to  look  careftdlf  and  rteadBj 
to  oar  last  neat  accoont ;  and  aeemg  now,  with  oi* 
own  ayeiy  me  $mM  q)6ctacle  before  U8»  when  hmnaa 
justice  is  about  to  vindicate  (be  violation  of  her  lawi^ 
let  us  lift  up  our  hearts  to  higher  views,  and  ruse  our 
thoughts  from  eurthly  to  heavenly  subjects.  Let  us 
argue  tfans:-<--If  the  day  of  Gods  judgment  be  as 
dreadful  at  a  distance,  that  I  can  hardly  now  bear 
the  very  thought  of  it,  from  ttie  recolIectioQ  of  my 
ains,  how  insupportable  will  the  thought  itself  b^ 
when  it  eternally  does  come ! 

He,  in  conclusion,  contrasted  the  times  of  igno- 
rance  of  the  heathen  and  (he  Christian  world,  and,  as 
St.  Paul  said,  '*  ttie  ignorance  of  the  fwmer  God 
winked  at,  but  now  all  men  were  commanded  to  re* 
pent,  because  he  hath  appointed  a  day  in  whidi  ba 
will  judge  the  world.''  *'  Oh,  then,  at  once,"  said 
the  Cha|)lain,  with  great  fervour  and  earnestness, 
'*  repent  i  Let  the  wicked  forsake  his  way,  and  tfaa 
unrighteous  man  his  thoughts ;  and  let  him  torn  unto 
the  Lord,  who  will  have  mercy  upon  him,  and  unto 
our  God,  who  will  abundantly  pardon,  through  the 
merits  and  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord  and 
Saviour/* 

Repeatedly,  during  the  delivery  of  ttie  sermon,  of 
which  we  are  only  able  to  furnish  a  brief  abstract, 
the  Chaplain  was  aifected  to  tears.  Thurtell  at  times 
evinced  uncommon  emotion — his  manner  was  ex* 
tremely  penitent,  but  his  fortitude  was  still  maintained. 
He  hoped,  he  said,  to  meet  his  impending  fiite 
with  the  firmn^s  of  a  man,  and  tlie  resignation  of  m 
Christian. 

In  the  course  of  the  service,  the  Chqilain  read  the 
Litany,  though  out  of  ordeir,  very  properly  judging 
there  were  parts  iqi  it  more  applicable  to  tlie  case  of 
the  prisoners  than  occurred  in  the  rest  of  the  service. 

When  the  following  prayer,  '*  That  it  may  pleaae 
thee  to  defend  and  provide  for  the  fatfaeriaas  children 
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mod  widows,  and  «II  diat.are  desolate  and  oppressed,^ 
wi|8  read.  Hunt  seemed  dreadfidly  affected,  and  bis 
head  dropped  upon  the  froot  of  the  pew. 

The  desire  to  draw  consolation  from  prayer  and 
fte  study  of  religions  books,  whidi  the  worthy  Chap- 
lain had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  excite  in  the  mind  of 
Thurtell,  manifested  itself  in  a  much  higher  degree 
than  could  have  been  expected  from  a  man,  the  latter 
part  of  whose  life  had  been  passed  in  an  utter  dis- 
regard of  all  the  obligations  of  Christianity.  He  re- 
peatedly acknowledgetl  the  relief  he  had  experienced 
from  the  religious  books  put  into  his  hands,  and  more 
particularly  from  the  following  prayers,  in  Dr. 
Paley's  Tracts,  which  were  so  peculiarly  applicable 
to  his  situation,  and  which  he  read  and  had  repeated 
to  him  over  and  over  again. 

*'  O  most  just  and  holy  Lord  God,  \*ho  bringest  to  light  the 
hidden  things  of  darkness,  and  by  thy  just  and  wise  pro^  idence 
dost  bring  to  shame  and  punishment;  disappointing  the  hopes 
of  wicked  men ;  visiting  their  sins  upon  them  in  this  present 
life,  that  thou  mayst  deter  others  from  the  evil  of  their  ways, 
and  save  their  souls  in  the  day  of  judgment :  O  Lord,  in  mercy 
look  down  upon  this  thy  servant,  who  now  is  before  thee,  to 
confess  thy  justice,  in  making  him  a  sad  example  to  others. 
He  with  sorrow  and  shame  confesseth,  it  would  De  just  with 
thee,  should  death  eternal  be  the  wages  of  his  sins,  and  ever- 
lasting sorrow  be  the  recompense  of  his  iniquity.  He  has,  we 
eonfcss,  O  Lord,  despised  thy  mercy,  and  abused  thy  goodness, 
and  has,  therefore,  no  reason  to  expect  any  other  than  to  be 
made  an  everlasting  sacrifice  to  thy  justice.  When  thou  hast, 
by  the  ministry  of  thy  word,  and  the  interposition  of  thy  pro- 
vidence, called  him  to  repentance,  he  has  slighted  thine  admo* 
Bilicms.  Oh,  how  just,  therefore,  would  it  be  now  in  thee  to 
disregard  his  cry  in  this  day  of  trouble,  when  distress  and  an- 
guish are  come  upon  him.  He  confesses  that  he  hath  hardened 
nis  heart,  notwithstanding  all  thy  importunities  to  him  to  re- 
pent and  live ;  that  he  has  still  gone  on  from  one  wickedness  to 
another,  eagerly  repeating  the  works  of  darkness,  and  even 
liating  to  be  reformed ;  that  he  has  notoriously  broken  his  bap- 
tismal vows,  ami  given  encouragement  to  others  to  blaspheme 
our  holy  faith ;  and  that  on  these  accounts  he  has  nothing  to 
expect  but  thott  shmildest  deal  >vith  him  according  to  his  sins, 
and  rewai^  him  according  to  themultitiKie  of  his  offences.   But 
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thou,  O  God,  hast  been  bleMed^to  dedare,  Aal  with  tbee  fa 
mercy  and  plenteous  redemption;  that  thou  desirest  not  the 
death  of  a  sinner,  but  rather  that  he  shonid  repent  and  life. 
Thou  bast  so  loved  the  world  that  thou  gayest  thj  only  begot- 
ten Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but 
have  everlasting  life.  O  let  not  him  whom  we  are  now  com* 
mending  to  thy  mercy,  for  ever  perish  and  be  lost.  Have  com- 
passion upon  a  miserable  sinner,  who  owns  he  deserves  eternally 
to  die,  and  let  him  find  mercy  in  his  distress.  Pardon,  we 
earnestly  entreat  thee,  his  wilful  and  his  heedless  follies,  his 
errors,  and  his  crying  and  notorious  sins,  particidarly  that  for 
which  he  is  now  to  die.  O  Lord,  thou  God  of  mercy,  who  art 
abundant  in  goodness,  have  pity  on  the  work  of  thine  own 
hands.  Bury  his  sins  in  his  pave,  and  however  they  may  rise 
up  in  this  world  to  disgrace  him,  let  them  never  rise  up  m  the 
next  to  condemn  him ;  and  whatever  he  suffers  here,  let  him 
hereafter  be  in  the  number  of  those  whose  unrighteoosness  is 
forgiven,  and  whose  sin  is  covered.  However  men  in  the  execu- 
tion of  justice,  and  to  deter  others  from  being  guilty  of  the  Uke 
wickedness,  may  kill  his  body,  let  neither  his  body  nor  his  sod 
be  destroyed  in  hell,  but  be  delivered  from  eternal  condemn- 
ation, for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  died  to  save  sinners." 
Amen. 

He  also  repeated  the  following  from  the  same  col- 
lection :  it  is  entitled,  **  A  General  Prayer  far  pre- 
paration and  readiness  to  die!'' 

**  Lord,  what  is  our  life,  but  a  vapour,  which  appeareth  for  a 
little  time,  and  then  vanisheth  away  ?  Even  at  the  longest, 
how  short  and  transitory !  and  when  we  think  ourselves  most 
secure,  yet  we  know  not  what  a  day  may  bring  forth  ;  nor  how 
soon  thou  mayst  come,  before  we  are  aware,  to  call  us  to  our 
last  account. 

**  Quickly  shall  we  be  as  water  spilt  on  the  ground,  whidi 
cannot  be  gathered  un  again.  Quickly  shall  we  be  snatched 
away  from  hence,  ana  our  place  shall  know  us  no  more. 

*^  Our  bodies  shall  soon  lie  down  in  the  grave,  and  our  souls 
be  summoned  to  appear  before  the  tribunal  of  Christ,  to  receive 
our  everlasting  doom ;  and  yet,  O  Lord,  how  do  the  generality 
of  mankind  live  in  this  world,  as  if  they  were  never  to  leave  it  I 
How  unmindful  are  we  all  of  our  departure !  how  improvident 
of  our  time !  how  careless  of  our  souls,  and  negligent  in  our 
prenarations  for  eternity!  so  that  thou  mightest  jusuy  cut  us  off 
m  tne  midst  of  our  sins,  and  our  unpreparedness  to  appear  be- 
fore thee.  But,  O  God  of  all  comfort  and  mercy,  remember 
not  our  sins  against  thee,  but  remember  thy  own  love  to  us  in 
Jesus  Christ,  and  thy  tender  mercies  which  have  been  ever  of 
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The  concluding  paragraph  of  the  prayer  the  pri- 
soner read  several  times  with  the  utmost  fervour, 
viz.: — 

"  QnidLen  thy  senrant,  O  Lord,  into  a  powerful  and  serioos 
consideration  of  these  things,  now  thou  hast  brooght  him  into 
more  intimate  acquaintance  with  them.  Instruct  and  assist  him 
in  this  Kreat  work  of  preparation  to  die.  Show  him  how  to  do 
it,  and  help  him  with  gora  success  to  perform  it,  that  when  the 
time  of  his  dissolution  draweth  near  he  may  hare  nothing  else 
to  do  bat  to  resign  himself  willingly  and  cheerfully  into  thy 
hands,  as  into  the  hands  of  a  merciful  Creator,  there  to  remain 
with  thee  for  ever  in  that  blessed  place,  where  sin,  and  sickness, 
and  death  shall  be  no  more.''    Amen. 

The  following  was  the  concluding  prayer,  which 
he  repeated  many  tiroes  over :  it  is  entitled,  **  A 
Prayer  of  Preparation  for  Death/* 

*'  O  Almighty  God,  maker  and  judge  of  all  men,  hare  mercy 
upon  me,  thy  weak  and  sinful  creature;  and  If. by  thy  most 
wise  and  righteous  appointment,  the  hour  of  death  be  approach* 
Ing  towards  me,  enable  me  to  meet  it  with  a  mind  fully  prepared 
for  it,  and  to  pass  through  this  great  and  awful  trial  in  the 
manner  most  profitable  for  me.  O  let  me  not  leare  any  thing 
undone  which  maj  help  to  make  my  departure  safe  and  happy, 
or  to  qualify  me  for  the  highest  decree  of  thy  favour  that  i  am 
capable  of  attaining,  numn  the  sins  which  I  have  committed 
against  thee,  by  thought,  word,  and  deed,  and  all  my  neglects 
of  dutv.  Pardon  the  sins  which  I  have  committed  against  my 
Beighnour ;  and  if  others  have  wronged  or  offended  me,  incline 
my  heart  freely  and  fully  to  forgive  them.  Cleanse  my  soul 
from  all  its  corruptions,  and  transform  it  into  the  likeness  of  . 
thy  son  Jesus  Chnst,  that  I  may  behold  thy  face  in  glory,  and 
be  made  partaker  of  thy  heavenly  kingdom.  And  O !  merciful 
Father,  give  mef  that  snpply  of  spiritual  comfort  which  thou 
seest  needful  for  me  in  my  present  condition  ;  and  grant  that 
when  my  change  comes,  I  may  die  with  a  quiet  conscience,  with 
a  wdl*grounded  assurance  of  thy  favour,  and  a  joyful  hope  of 
a  blessed  resurrection,  through  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ."    Amen. 

This  was  the  last  prayer  he  repeated  before  enter^ 
ing  iato  tiie  cbapeL    In  Ae  courte  of  tiie  previoas 
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night,  he  was  also  particularly  lAruck  with  8e?eral 
forcible  passages  in  an  old  rolume  of  sermons  by 
Dr.  Brewster,  more  especially  with  one  upon  **  Judg- 
ment to  come^"  which  enforced  the  imperative  neces- 
sity of  repentance,  and  the  dismission  of  all  setf-delo- 
sion  from  the  human  heart,  on  the  awful  approach  of 
death,  in  a  simple  and  eloquent  strain,  well  calculated 
to  make  an  impression  upon  the  prisoner. 

THURTELLS  LAST  NIGHT. 

The  prisoner  maintained  his  usual  firmnesg,  and, 
while  he  expressed  an  anxious  desire  for  the  arrifal 
of  that  period  which  was  to  terminate  (he  anguish  of 
his  mind  in  this  world,  he  applied  himself  with  becom- 
ing devotion  to  meet  the  awful  hour  of  his  exit. 

The  Chaplain  returned  to  his  room,  after  a  short 
absence,  at  nine  o'clock,  carrying  with  him  a  few 
oranges,  and,  after  some  religious  discourse,  found  his 
mind  calm  and  collected.  When  about  to  depart,  at 
ten  o'clock,  Thurtell  intimated  a  strong  desire  that 
his  late  wretched  associate  (Hunt)  should  be  allowed 
to  pass  the  night  in  his  apartment.  To  this  the 
Chaplain  saw  no  objection  :  but,  on  the  contrary,  felt 
that  the  lesson  which  would  be  thus  afforded  would 
tend  to  make  a  lasting  impression  on  the  feelings  of 
Hunt,  who,  although  professing  a  full  sense  of  his  past 
conduct,  and  manifesting  an  apparent  sincerity  of  de- 
votion, still  did  not  exhibit  that  pure  spirit  of  repait- 
ance  which  characterized  every  word  and  action  of 
the  unhappy  Thurtell.  He  also  hailed  the  circum- 
stance as  an  additional  proof  of  Thurtelfs  having  dis- 
carded from  his  mind  every  feeling  of  hostility  to  this 
partner  of  his  guilt. 

The  worthy  Chaplain  proceeded  to  Mr.  Wilson, 
and  begged  that  the  wish  of  Thurtell  might  be  com* 
plied  with,  after  which  he  quitted  the  prison.  Mr* 
Wilson's  son  then  supplied  his  place  in  Thurteirs 
room,  and,  with  the  most  charitable  and  humane  fed- 
ingf ,  remained  with  the  anfortunite  cn^t  fv  ea 
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hour,  during  a  part  of  which  time  he  read  to  him  se* 
vera!  portions  of  Scripture,  as  well  as  extracts  from 
some  excellent  sermons  furnished  by  the  Rev.  Chap- 
Iain.  Thurtell  also  read  extracts  from  the  sermons. 
Bnd  other  religious  books,  and  seemed  to  derive  con- 
siderable consolation  from  the  holy  doctrines  contaibed 
in  them. 

Upon  Mr.  Wilson's  retiring  for  the  night.  Hunt  was 
introduced ;  he  was  received  by  Thurtell  with  a  strong 
manifestation  of  cordiality. — Thurtell  took  him  by 
the  hand,  and  said,  ''  Joe,  the  past  is  forgotten.  I 
stand  on  the  brink  of  eternity,  and  we  meet  now  only 
as  friends.  It  may  be  your  fate  to  lose  your  life  as 
ignomicftously  as  myself ;  but  I  sincerely  hope  the 
Royal  mercy  will  be  extended  to  you,  and  that  you 
will  live  to  repent  of  your  past  errors,  and  make  some 
atonement  for  the  injuries  which  you  may  have  done 
to  me  or  others.  Although  you  have  been  my  enemy, 
I  freely  forgive  you." 

Hunt,  who  had  entered  the  room  with  feelings  bor- 
dering on  apprehension  that  some  unfortunate  turn 
had  taken  place  in  his  affairs,  and  that  he  was  himself 
to  sufler,  was  suddenly  relieved  by  this  address,  and 
squeezing  Thurtell's  hand  most  vehemently,  he  burst 
into  tears ;  he  then  sat  down  by  the  fire,  and  Thurtell 
and  he  continued  to  pray,  and  to  read  the  admirable 
works  which  were  before  them,  until  one  o'clock. 

Thurtell  had  previously  partaken  of  tea  and  a  small 
portion  of  bread  and  butter,  and  occasionally  during 
the  night  sucked  an  orange.  Soon  after  one,  he 
shewed  symptoms  of  fatigue,  and  laying  himself  on 
the  bed,  uttered  a  fervent  prayer  to  the  Almighty,  for 
strength  to  meet  his  approaching  execution  with  the 
firmness  of  a  man,  and  the  resignation  of  a  Cliristian. 
In  a  few  moments  afterwards  fie  dropped  into  a  pro- 
found sleep.  Hunt  continued  to  sit  by  the  fire  read- 
ing, but  soon  followed  the  example  of  Thurtell,  and 
feU  asleep  on  his  scat.  The  three  attendants,  as 
usual,  remained  in  the  room,  and  one  of  them,  by  bif 
deriret  tiurewtbe  coverlid  over  Thuirtell*^  bmd.  * 
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INCIDENTAL  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

When  Mr.  Wilson,  jun.,  took  his  kave  of  Thurtell^ 
be  burst  into  tears.  Thurtell  turned  to  him,  and 
pattiiig  him  on  the  shoulder,  said*  in  a  cheering  tone, 
•'  Come,  come,  don't  cry,  don't  grieve — ^we  shall 
meet  again,  we  shall  meet  in  heaven." 


In  the  course  of  conversation  he  alluded  to  Probert 
He  said,  **  I  forgive  Probert,  from  the  battom  of  my 
heart ;  I  hope  lie  will  live  to  repent  of  his  past  sins. 
But,  notwithstanding  the  awful  situation  in  which  I 
am  placed,  were  I  to  be  offered  life  for  one  bondred 
years,  with  20,000/.,  I  would  rather  die,  as  I  am 
about  to  do,  than  live  degraded  and  disgraced  like 
him ;  a  vagabond  walking  about  the  streets,  pointed 
at  by  the  finger  of  scorn.  He  has  always  been  a 
wicked  man,  but  my  sincere  hope  is,  that  be  may 
take  warning  and  turn  from  his  evil  ways.^ 


Previous  to  Thomas  Thurtell's  departure  from 
Hertford  gaol  to  return  to  Newgate,  he  took  his  final 
leave  of  his  brother.  Their  meeting  was  extremely 
affecting,  and  at  their  last  embrace  John  Thurtell 
squeezed  the  hand  of  his  brother,  and  said,  *^  God 
bless  you ;  there  are  nine  of  us  to-night,  but  there  will 
be  but  eight  to-morrow,''  alluding  to  the  approaching 
diminution  in  the  number  of  his  family  by  his  own 
death.  So  deeply  affected  was  Thomas,  that  it  be«* 
came  necessary  to  remove  him  by  force.  Johiu 
beckoning  to  tlie  turnkeys,  said,  *'  Take  him  away 
for  God's  sake,  for  he  unmans  me :  poor  fellow,  I  wiA 
he  had  not  come  here  at  all."  Thomas  went  away 
bathed  in  tears,  and  scarce  uttered  a  word  during  the 
whole  of  his  journey  to  town. 

On  the  mornmg  of  the  execution  Thurtell  took 
toast  and  tea  for  bis  breakfast^  and  ia  hia  Mnvenir 
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tions  with  the  Chaplain  rqieatedly  expressed  llie 
consolations  he  derived  from  the  religious  instruction 
of  that  gentleman,  and  only  lamented  the  shortness  of 
time  which  remained  for  his  penitence.  He  men- 
tioned that  he  had  written  on  the  previous  day  to  his 
father,  and  had  done  with  all  worldly  concerns.  The 
letter  so  written  was  transmitted  by  the  High  Sheriff 
through  the  post,  under  a  frank  from  Lord  Cowper, 
who  happened  to  be  in  the  gaol  at  the  time. 

After  breakfast  he  wrote  two  letters — one  addressed 
to  his  brother,  Thomas  Thurtell,  to  the  care  of  Mr: 
Wontner,  keeper  of  Newgate ;  the  other  to  his  so- 
licitor, Mr.  Fenton,  of  Austin-friars ;  both  sealed  with 
black  wax.  Before  the  removal  from  his  apartment 
into  the  chapel,  he  shook  Hunt  again  by  the  hand,  and 
repeated  his  assurance  of  forgiveness. 

His  sole  anxiety  at  this  moment  seemed  to  relate  to 
the  shame  and  reproach  which  he  had  brought  upon 
his  family.  He  said  that  it  was  his  lot  to  be  one  of 
two  favourite  sons  of  a  mother  whom  he  tenderly 
loved ;  and,  heaving  a  deep  sigh,  he  added,  **  one  of 
them  was  drowned,  and  the  other  is  now  about  to  be 
banged.  But  I  know  my  mother,  notwithstanding  my 
faults,  will  seek  my  grave  wherever  it  can  be  found ; 
and,  if  she  can  find  in  any  part  of  England  a  stone 
with  the  initials  of  her  son's  narhe  upon  it,  she  will 
drop  a  tear ;  on  that  account  alone  I  am  anxious  that 
my  family  should  know  where  my  remains  are  to  be 
interred.  As  to  myself,  I  know  that  the  process  of 
dissection  can  only  happen  when  all  sensation  is  with 
me  extinct.  The  law,  I  am  told,  requires  it ;  but 
still,  when  that  is  done,  perhaps  what  remains  of  me 
will  be  deposited  in  a  tomb,  so  that  the  spot  may  be 
recognised  by  my  family." 

PREPARATION  OF  THE  SCAFFOLD. 

While  matters  were  tlius  situated  within  the  prison, 
the  workmen  laboure<l  without,  in  erecting  a  scaffold 
and  enclosure.    This  machine  was  constructed  under 

2s2 


316  MURDIR  OF  WUaBy 

the  direction  of  Mr.  Nicholson,  the  Under  Sheriff, 
and  had  been  commenced  before  the  day  appointed 
for  the  trial.  Some  objection  was  made  by  the  Ma- 
gistrates to  the  use  of  it,  upon  the  ground  that  it  might 
be  considered  indelicate  to  commence  such  a  work,  as 
it  were,  in  anticipation  of  the  conviction  of  the  pri- 
8(Hiers.  The  fact,  however,  of  there  being  no  other  lit 
machine  of  the  sort  in  existence  in  the  county  *,  hav- 
ing been  communicated  to  the  High  Sheriff,  that  gen- 
tleman, on  his  own  responsibility,  determined  to 
adopt  it,  and  it  was  by  his  direction  finished,  and  used 
.on  the  present  occasion. 

The  drop  was  ingeniously  suited  to  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  intended,  and  was  calculated  to  ter* 
minate  the  existence  of  the  unhappy  culprit  in  the 
shortest  possible  period.  There  ^was  a  temporary 
j)Iatrorm  with  a  falling  leaf,  supported  by  bolts,  and 
upon  this  the  prisoner  was  to  be  placed.  The  bolts 
were  fixed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  removed  in  lui 
instant,  and  as  instantaneously  the  victim  of  his  own 
crimes  would  be  launched  into  eternity.  Above  this 
platform  was  a  cross  beam,  to  which  tlie  fatal  cord 
was  to  be  affixed.  The  whole  was  solidly  and  com- 
pactly made,  and  capable  of  being  taken  asunder  and 
removed  in  a  very  short  time. 

The  enclosure  consisted  of  boards,  seven  feet  in 

*  It  is  rather  a  singular  circumstance,  with  reference  to 
the  mode  of  executing  criminals  at  Hertford,  that  Thurtell 
should  be  the  first  person  to  suffer  in  a  manner  different  from 
the  course  heretofore  practised  at  that  place.  One  day,  while 
csDnversing  with  Mr.  Wilson,  Thurtell  jocosely  said, ""  Why, 
I  understand  that  when  you  round  [hang]  people  here,  you  put 
them  in  a  tumbler  [cart],  and  send  them  out  of  the  world  with 
a  Gcp-7tp,  nee^hoy  and  I  suppose  my  ears  will  be  saluted  with 
a  smack  of  the  whip ;  but  this  is  rather  an  old  fashioned  and 
nngcntlemanly  way  of  finishing  a  man."  Probably  this  anec- 
dote was  communicated  to  the  Magistrates  of  the  county,  and 
they  determined  to  arcommodaic  him  by  ordering  a  new  drop 
gallows  to  be  erected  and  allowing  him  to  hansel  it. 

This  note  is  given  on  the  authority,  and  nearly  in  the 
words,  of  an  individual  who  delights  in  being  recognised  as  a 
fCTs(m  well-known  «'« the  sporting  world. — Ed. 
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height,  and  dove-taited  into  each  otiicr,  so  ssto  close 
every  crevice.  Tlie  extent  of  the  space  thus  era- 
braced  was  about  tliirty  feet  in  length,  and  llftecn  feet 
in  width.  The  platform  was  approached  by  a  short 
flight  of  steps,  which  led  directly  from  the  door  of 
tlie  prison.  The  boards  and  all  tlie  other  machinery 
being  painted  black,  presented  a  very  gloomy  ap- 
pearance. 

At  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  whole  was 
completed,  and  the  workmen  retired.  Soon  after  this, 
it  was  suggested  to  the  Under  Sheiifi'  that  a  place 
should  be  railed  oft'  for  the  accommodation  of  tlie 
gentlemen  of  the  Press,  and,  by  his  directions,  in  a 
very  short  time  the  enclosure  was  completely  sur- 
rounded by  strong  posts  and  mils,  fixed  at  a  distance 
ttf  about  tliree  yards,  within  which  the  gentlemen  in 
question,  the  oHicers  of  the  Sheriff,  Kuthven,  Bishop, 
and  Upson  were  stationed,  and  were  thus  completely 
protected  from  tiie  pressure  of  the  multitude. 


STATE  OF  HERTFORD. 


During  the  latter  part  of  the  day  previous  to  the 
execution,  persons  of  all  ranks  were  seen  driving 
into  the  town  of  Hertford  in  aQ  directions,  evidently 
brought  by  the  desire  of  being  present  at  the  awful 
ceremony,  and  influenced  no  doubt  by  an  expectation 
that  some  extraordinary  declaration  would  be  made 
by  Thurtell  in  his  dying  moments. 

All  the  inns  in  the  town  were  completely  filled, 
and  the  places  of  the  crowd  who  had  departed  after 
tho  trial  were  filled  by  a  new  order  of  visitors.  It 
would  seem  from  tlie  appearance  of  some  of  tlicse 
persons,  and  the  jaded  state  of  their  cattle,  that  they 
had  coHie  long  distanees ;  and  indeed  it  haji  been 
positively  asserted  that  many  hundreds  had  actually 
come  from  Worcester,  the  scene  of  a  recent  contest 
between  Spring  and  Laiighan,  two  celebrated  prize- 
figbters,  for  the  cliampionsbip  (as  it  is  called)  of  Eng- 
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land.  Among  these  were  several  persons  &- 
languished  as  leaders  in  fhc  sporting  circles^  whose 
intimate  acquaintance  with'  Tbortell  rendered  the 
ttpproadiing  tragedy  still  more  attractive. 
^  Independently  of  these  individuals,  many  persons 
were  pointed  oat  as  having  come  actually  from  Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow,  Ireland,  and  other  distant  parts  of  tiie 
United  Kingdom,  under  similar  feelings  of  curiosity. 
Many  of  these  persons  were  incapable  of  procuring 
beds,  while  others  would  not  submit  to  the  extraor* 
dinary  prices  demanded  for  such  convenience.  In 
this  state  of  things,  scarcely  a  public-house  was 
closed  for  the  night,  and  parties  remained  engaged 
in  drinking  and  gambling  till  the  light  of  day  burst 
upon  them. 

As  the  morning  approached,  fresh  arrivids  added 
to  the  bustle  which  prevailed ;  the  roads  frodi 
London,  Cambridge,  St.  Alban's,  and  elsewhere, 
were  covered  with  vehicles  of.  every  description, 
filled  with  that  sort  of  company  which  is  usually 
observed  on  the  move  towards  fights  and  such  ex- 
hibitions. In  fact,  all  the  rabble  who  are  wont  to 
frequent  scenes  of  this  description,  seemed  to  have 
congregated  in  Hertford  upon  this  occasion.  In 
many  instances,  where  persons  could  not  afford  to 
pay  for  a  conveyance  to  the  spot,  they  walked  from 
considerable  distances,  and  submitted  to  no  ordinary 
fatigue  and  inconvenience,  in  order  to  be  present  at 
the  execution. 

MORNING  OF  EXECUTION. 

At  day-break  a  crowd  began  to  assemble  in  front  of 
the  gaol,  taking  their  stations  upon  every  elevated 
spot  which  presented  itself  to  their  notice.  At  ten 
o'clock,  all  the  roads  leading  to  Hertford  were 
thronged  with  travellers.  Ware  and  Hoddesdon 
sent  forth  all  their  male,  and,  it  would  seem,  a  great 
portion  of  their  female,  population.  The  various 
villages  in  the  neighbourhood  also  supplied  tfieir  fidl 
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((oota  of  spectators.  IV  o  points  were  remarked  as 
being  rather  unusual.  The  one  was,  the  vast  number  of 
equestrians  who  thronged  around  the  plape  of  execu« 
tion — most  of  them  apparently  of  the  class  of  small 
farmers,  amongst  whom  were  intermingled  a  number 
aC  sporting  butchers,  bakers,  md  meal-men;  the 
etiiers,  the  throng  of  women,  who,  to  their  shame 
be  it  spoken,  a^^eared  on  the  ground. 

The  medley  multitude  tlms  assembled  extended 
m  a  dense  body,  for  about  a  furlong  on  the  Lon- 
don side  of  the  gaol,  and  for  about  the  same  dis- 
tance on  the  Hertford  side.  Beyond  this  compact 
body,  the  crowd,  less  clpsely  packed,  extended  on 
the  one  side,  to  a  small  bridge  which  is  thrown  over 
a  rivulet  that  flows  across  the  road,  and  on  the  other, 
up  to  the  Blue-coat  school. 

The  road  between  the  prison  wall  and  the  oppo- 
site hedge,  may  be  about  five-and-twenty  yards  in 
width.  This  was  soon  completely  choked  up  with 
spectators ;  the  hedges,  and  the  fields  beyond,  were 
also  thickly  thronged  by  the  anxious  multitude.  Im- 
mediately in  front  of  the  scaffold,  in  a  field  within 
the  hedge,  stood  a  large  barn,  the  property  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  the  governor  ;  this  was  an  antiquated  edifice, 
thatched  wi&  straw,  which  from  its  appearance,  must 
have  been  of  long  standing.  80  desirable  an  eleva- 
tion could  not  long  escape  the  notice  of  the  curious, 
and  in  a  short  time  the  roof  was  literally  covered 
wjth  men  and  boys,  whose  apparently  comfortable 
situation,  excited  no  small  envy  in  those  who  had 
not  been  so  fortunate  as  to  arrive  in  time  to  attain 
so  excellent  a  seat.  Some  few,  however,  from  their 
knowledge  of  the  frail  materials  of  which  the  build- 
ing was  constructed,  did  not  hesitate  to  apprize  those 
who  were  upon  it,  of  the  danger  they  incurred  by 
remaining  in  such  a  situation.  These  suggestions 
were  received  with  jocularity  and  treated  with  ooi^- 
tempt.  In  a  short  time,  however,  they  proved  to 
be  but  too  well  founded ;  for,^  at  about  half-past  ten 
o*clockt  the  whole  thatch  and  the  rafters  by  which 
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it  was  supported  gave  way  with  at 

and  Hie  cnmd  wlivih  wen  iipoa.it  wen  pnecipitatiBd 

into  the  body  of  .the  -buildii^aavend.with.dait  ad 

dirt. 

A  feeling  of  horroK,  instantly  pervaded  the  crowd, 
as  apprdwhnons  wei6  aittertuned  that  smm  leiioaf 
ivgjarf  mint  hare  })^n  j^perienoed.  Fromjit  .tsiiMi 
ance  was  imiQediataly  afforded  to>  the  iaSaen,-'«iift 
after  some'tioM  the  whole  of  them  ^trero'  cktri^atoA 
from  their  perilous  situation,  many  of  l^epi^ebAil^' 
ing  in  their  appearance  rather  a  ludicrous  aspect, 
fpme  feir  haying  reason  to.  tegr^  their  temerity,  in 
lemainiK  on  the  roof  after  &e  wanting  tlioy  liad 
received.  Among  tliese  vere  two  htds,  named  I'm- . 
I9J  apdMi^ins.  one  of  wWm.  had  his  thigh  broken,' 
and  the  other  his  knee  disIopaJted;  they  were  imme-' 
diately.xemoved  for  surgical  assistance  into  Uic  towrf^ 
of  .Hertford.  The  consequences  would,  in  all  likcti- 
hoftdt  have  been  toon  sermus,  bad  it  not  happened, 
thai  the  baro,at  the  time  wu  neatly  filled  witli  straw. 

-  Many  of  the  crowd  still  maintained  their  situations 
on  the  walls,  one  of  which  subsequent!)'  gaxc  way, 
but  luckily  without  producing  further  mischief. 

At  eleven   o'clock,  the  mass  of  spectators  haJT^ 
greatly  increased.     Tlie  road  at  each  end  was  .cooi— 
^etety  blocked  up,  so  as  to  prevent  ttie  possibility  d^ 
any  person  passing,  and  the  coaches  going,  to  au^ 
coming  from  London,  were  obliged  to  take  a  cir> 
cuitous  route.     Soon  ailer  that  hour,  Robert  Suttoi^ 
Esq.  the  High-Sheriff,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Nidiol- 
flon,  the  Under-Sheriff.  arrived  at  the  house  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Franklin,  which  is  situated  within  the  walk 
of  the  Blue-coat  Estabhshment.     Mr.  Nicholson  was 
then  requested  to  proceed  to  the  gaol,  and  to  infoim 
lliurtell  that  the  High-Sheriff  was  in  attendance  in 
in  the  nei^bourhood,  and  was  ready  to  wait  opcm 
him  if  he  was  desirous  of  an  interview,  but  that  o^- 

wise  he  had  no  wish  to  interrupt  his  (teTotians. 
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THURTELL'S    CONDUCT    IMMEDIATELY 
BEFORE  THE  EXECUTION. 

At  half-past  six  oclock,  Mr.  Wilson,  jun.,  entered 
the  prisoner*s  room,  and  found  him  on  the  bed,  fast 
asleep,  and  snoring  loudly.  The  prisoner  Hunt  was 
also  in  a  deep  slumber,  sitting  by  the  (ire-side.  Mr. 
WUson,  unwilling  to  disturb  their  repose,  retired,  and 
at  seven  o  clock  returned  with  his  father.  The 
wretched  men  were  still  asleep,  unconscious  of  the 
scene  which  was  so  shortly  to  be  acted,  and  in  which 
one  of  them  was  to  take  so  prominent  a  part.  Mr. 
Wilson  approached  the  bed  of  Thurtell,  and  found 
his  face  covered  over  with  the  rug,  and  so  profound 
was  his  sleep  at  this  moment  that  he  could  not  hear 
him  breathe.  He  immediately  uncovered  the  pri- 
soner's face,  and  called  him  by  name.  Thurtell 
started  up,  and  for  a  moment  seemed  lost  to  his  situ-' 
ation,  not  even  knowing  where  he  was.  Mr.  Wilson 
addressed  him,  and  his  recollection  immediately  re- 
turned. Mr.  Wilson  asked  him  how  he  felt  himself, 
and  he  said  very  well ;  I  have  had  an  excellent 
Bight— I  have  slept  since  one  o'clock  ;  I  have  dreamt 
several  odd  thinjgs,  but  I  have  never  dreamt  any 
thing  about  this  business  since  I  have  been  in  Hert- 
ford. Mr.  Wilson  then  asked  him  if  he  felt  refreshed^ 
and  if  he  felt  inward  comfort?  He  replied  **  Yes  ; 
I  feel  very  well,  and  very  comfortable."  During 
this  conversation.  Hunt  awoke,  and  casting  a  look  of 
despair  towards  the  bed,  seemed  to  shudder  within 
himself,  and  then  became  extremely  dejected.  Thur- 
tell arose,  and  asked  for  some  water  to  wash,  which 
was  forthwith  brought  to  him  by  one  of  the  attend- 
ants. Having  batlied  his  face,  his  breakfast  was 
brought  in  ;  it  consisted  of  some  tea  and  bread  and 
butter,  but  he  partook  only  of  the  former,  and  that 
but  slightly. 

At  eight  0  clock  the  Chaplain  arrived — he  shook 
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hands  with  Tliuitell,  and  addressed  liim  in  tlic  most 
luimanc  and  sootliin^;  lunguiigc»  expressing  at  the 
same  time  his  juratiltcatioii  at  finding  the  unhappy 
man  in  a  frame  of  n>ind  so  firni  iuid  composed.  Mr. 
Wilson  retii-eil,  taliing  witli  liim  the  three  attendants. 
The  Reverend  Chaplain,  on  being  left  alono  with 
Thurtell  and  Hnut,  called  upon  them  to  join  bini  in 
prayer,  which  tticy  did  with  tlieir  accustomed  de- 
votion. Ilavini;  cuncludei^tlie  prayer,  Thnrtelt  de- 
■irctl  to  be  ])ennitte(l  tu  i-ciul  aloud  one  of  the  eer- 
Bions  in  his  possefiijton,  to  which  tlie  Keverend  Gen- 
tleman at  once  acccdc<l.  He  read  in  a  clear  and 
budible  voice  for  some  time,  when  some  conversation 
took  I'.ldcc  between  him  and  Mr.  Franklin  as  to  his 
belief  in  tlia  tnitlie  of  Chiistiaiiity,  and  as  to  his 
hopes  of  pardon  hereafter,  through  tho  mediation  of 
©ur  Saviour?  The  answers  of  Tliurtell  were  such 
as  to  give  entire  satisfaction  to  tlie  worthy  Ctiaplaio. 

At  eleven  o'clock  the  Uiider-Sherift'  entered  the 
prison,  and  on  being  conducted  to  Thurtelt's  room, 
eommunientcd  to  him  the  mesisagc  of  tlie  High- 
Sherili".  Thiirlcll  snid  he  had  no  desire  to  give  that 
gcntlcmim  the  trouble  of  &n  interview,  and  wus  only 
desirous  of  renewing  his  thanks  for  the  benevolent 
and  humane  iittentions  which  he  had  received  at  his 
hands  frum  tlie  lirst  moment  of  his  being  committed ; 
and  lie  desired  at  the  same  tinte  to  express  to  Mr. 
Nicholson,  tlie  son^e  which  he  entertained  of  his  kind 
feelings  during  the  same  periotl- 

Mr.  Nicholson  intimated  to  Mr.  Wilson,  that  the 
period  was  fast  approaching  which  had  been  fixed  for 
execution,  and  suggested  wlicther  it  might  not  be 
prudent  to  coniluct  the  piisoner  to  tbe  Chajiel,  in 
order  tliat  he  might  receive  those  last  religious  con- 
solations which  his  awful  situation  demanded.  He 
then  left  the  room,  and  the  Chaplain  and  tho  prisoner 
Were  again  left  alone  to-  prayer. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  ^sACRA^I^:NT. 

At  half-past  eleven  o'clock  Thiirfcll  and  Hunt  were 
conducted  by  the  Chaplain  and  Mr.  Wilson  into  the 
Chapel,  where  they  were  met  by  Mr.  Nicholson. 
The  Kev.  Mr.  Franklin  then  prepared  to  administer 
the  sacrament  to  the  prisoners,  of  whicli  both  Mr. 
Wilson  and  Mr.  Nicholson  intimated  a  desire  to  par- 
take. During  the  Communion  Service,  Thurteli  read 
the  appropriate  prayers  in  a  distinct  and  audible 
voice,  and  seemed  fully  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  this  solemn  rite.  At  its  conclusion,  Thurteli 
turned  round  to  tlio  prisoner  Hunt,  and  grasped  his 
ham!  repeatedly,  and  renewed  in  the  most  forcible 
terms  the  assurance  of  his  perfect  forgiveness  of  the 
past,  and  of  his  being  about  to  die  in  peace  and 
charity  with  all  the  world. 

The  Chaplain  and  Mr.  Nicholson  now  retired  from 
the   Chapel,  leaving  Mr.  Wilson  and  the   [irisoner 
Thurteli   alone.     Hunt  had  previously  been  recon- 
ducted to  his«cell,  overpowered  by  his  feelings.     Mr. 
Wilson,  then  turning  to  Thurteli,  said,  *'  Now,  Thur- 
teli, as  there  is  now  no  eye  to  witness  wli;it  is  passing 
between  us  but  that  of  God,  you  must  not  be  sur- 
prised if  I  ask  you    a  question."     Thurteli  turned 
round  and  reganled  him  with  a  look  of  surprise.  Mr. 
Wilson  continued,  **  If  you  intend  to  make  any  con- 
fession, I  think  you  cannot  do  it  at  a  better-period 
than  the  present.**    Thurteli  pausetl  for  a  few  mo- 
ments.    Mr;  Wilson  then  went  on  to  say,  **  I  ask 
you  if  you  acknowledge  the  justice  of  your  sentence."^ 
Thurteli  immediately  seized  both  Mr.  Wilson's  hands^ 
and  pressed  them  with  great  fervour  wilhin  his  own, 
and  said,  ''  I  am  quite  satisfied.    I  forgive  the  world; 
I  die  in  peace  and  charity  with  all  mankind,  and  that 
is  all  I  wish  to  go  forth  upon  this  occasion.''    Mr. 
Wifson  next  asked  him  whether  he  considered  that 
the  laws  of  his  county  had  been  dealt  to  him  fustly 
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and  fairly,  upon  which  he  said,  ^*  I  admit  that  justice 
has  been  done  me — I  am  perfectly  satisfied.*' 

The  Chaplain  then  returned  to  the  prisoner,  and 
offered  him  some  further  words  of  comfort,  askinsc 
him,  whether  there  was  any  tiling  he  (Mr.  Franklin) 
could  do  to  case  his  mind  with  respect  to  his  family 
and  friends.  Tlmrtell  replied  that  he  was  anxious 
the  Uev.  Gentleman  would  write  to  his  father,  and 
inform  him  of  his  extreme  contrition,  resignation, 
and  penitence,  which  Mr.  FrankHn  promised  most 
faithfully  to  do.  The  unfortunate  man  then  uttered  a 
short  prayer,  that  the  minds  of  his  family  might  be 
strengthened  under  the  deep  affliction  they  must  feel, 
and  of  which  he  had  been  the  ui>happy  author. 

At  this  periodt  Mr.  Nicholson  tapped  at  the  door 
"with  his  wand,  as  tlie  signal  tliat  the  hour  of  execution 
had  arrived.  Mr.  Franklin's  countenance  betrayed 
the  deep  sorrow  with  which  he  heard  this  sound. 
Thurtell  observed  the  change  in  his  countenance,  and 
said  in  a  Hrm  and  manly  voice,  "  Sir,  I  am  ready." 
He  then  seized  Mr.  Franklin's  hands,  and  in  terms  of 
gratitude  thanked  him,  not  alone  for  all  the  personal 
kindnesses  for  which  he  was  indebted  to  him,  but  for 
that  contrite  and  Christian  spirit  with  which  he  was 
about  to  depart  this  world.  Mr.  Franklin  returned 
the  salutation  and  burst  into  tears. 

The  Chapel-door  was  then  thrown  open,  and  the 
prisoner  went  forth  w^ith  a  steady  and  assured  step. 
He  looked  round  with  perfect  calmness.  The  dis- 
tance from  the  Chajiel-door  to  the  door  leading  to 
the  scaffold  was  not  more  than  ten  yards,  and  Uiithcr 
he  was  accompanied  by  the  Chaplain,  the  Under- 
Sheriff,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Webb,  an  assistant  of  Mr. 
Wilson's,  and  tlie  Upper  Turnkey.  The  Church-bell 
xnoumfuUy  tolled  as  he  advanced. 

A  few  seconds  before  tlie  clock  stnick  twelve, 
he  walked  witli  his  hand  on  the  Chaplain's  arm  from 
tlie  Chapel,  along  the  paved  past^age  which  crosses 
the  yard  to  the  door  of  the  -  tread-mill.     His  walk 
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was  firm  and  uneinbarrassed,  his  whole  demeanour 
that  of  composure  and  resignation.  AH  around  him 
seemed  more  aiFccted  than  lie  appeared  himself.  He 
cordially  sliook  hands  with  j\Ir.  A\'ilson*s  son,  to 
whom  in  the  morning  he  gave  a  lock  of  his  hair,  and 
lamented  at  Hrst  that  he  had  nothing  better  to  give 
him.  But,  us  if  recollecting  himself,  he  said,  "  Oh ! 
here's  my  snnfT-box :  it  is  now  empty ;  I  have  no 
further  occasion  for  it.     Keep  it  for  my  sake." 

On  their  arrival  at  the  door,  Thurtell  again  shook 
Mr.  Franklin  most  heartily  hy  the  hand,  and  with  a 
strong  expression  of  feeling  exclaimed,  "  God  bless 
you,  Sir ;  God  bless  you."  He  also  turned  and 
shook  hands  with  Mr.  Webb,  and  tlien  preceded  by 
tlie  Under-Sheriir  and  tlic  executioner,  and  followed 
by  Mr.  Wilson  and  tlie  head  turnkey,  he  mounted 
the  steps  of  the  fatal  scaffold,  begging  Mr,  Nicholson 
that  as  little  delay  as  possible  might  take  place  in 
his  execution  after  his  appearance  upon  the  platform. 


THE  EXECUTION. 

At  ten  minutes  before  twelve,  a  bustle  among  the 
javelin*men  stationed  within  the  boarded  enclosure 
on  which  the  drop  was  erected,  announced  to  the 
multitude  without  tliat  the  preparations  for  the  exe- 
cution were  nearly  concluded.  The  javelin-men  pro- 
ceeded to  arrange  themselves  in  the  order  usually 
•  observed  upon  these  melancholy  but  necessary  occur- 
rences, ^rhey  had  scarcely  finished  tlieir  arrange- 
ments, when  tlie-  opening  of  the  gate  of  the  prison 
gave  an  additiomd  impulse  to  public  anxiety. 

When  the  clock  was  on  the  stroke  of  twelve,  Mr. 
Nicholson,  the  Under-SherifT,  and  tlie  executioner 
'asscendcfl  the  platform,  followed  on  to  it  by  TImrtell, 
who  mounted  the  stairs  with  a  slow  but  steady  step. 
The  principal  turnkey  of  the  gaol  came  next,  and 
.VQs,follow0<l  by  Mr.  Wilson  and  two  officers.  On 
.die  approach   of  the  prisoner  being  intimated  by 
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those  persons  who  being  in  an  elevated  situation,  ob- 
tained the  first  view  of  him,  all  the  immense  multi- 
tude present  took  off  their  hats. 

Thurtell  immediately  placed  himself  under  the  fatal 
beam,  and  at  that  moment  the  chimes  of  a  neighbour- 
ing clock  began  to  strike  twelve.  The  executioner 
then  came  fonvard  with  the  rope,  which  he  threw 
across  it.  Thnrtell  first  lifted  his  eyes  up  to  the 
drop,  gazed  at  it  for  a  few  moments,  and  then  took 
a  calm  but  hurried  survey  of  tlie  multitude  around 
him.  lie  next  fixed  his  eyes  on  a  young  gentleman 
in  the  crowd,  whom  he  had  frequently  seen  as  a 
spectator  at  the  commencement  of  the  proceedings 
against  him.  Seeing  that  the  individual  was  affected 
by  the  circumstance,  he  removed  them  to  another 
quarter,  and  in  to  doing  recognised  an  individual 
well  known  in  the  sporting  circles,  to  whom  he  made 
a  slight  bow. 

The  "prisoner  was  attired  in  a  dark  brown  great 
coat  with  a  black  velvet  collar,  white  corduroy 
breeches,  drab  gaiters  and  shoes.  His  hands  were 
confined  with  hundcufts,  instead  of  being  tied  with 
cord,  as  is  usually  the  case  on  such  occasions,  and, 
at  his  own  request,  his  arms  were  not  pinioned,  lie 
wore  a  pair  of  bhick  kid  gloves,  and  the  wrists  of  his 
shirt  were  visible  below  the  cuffs  of  his  coat.  As  on 
the  last  day  of  his  trinl,  he  wore  a  white  cravat. 
The  irons,  which  were  very  heavy,  and  consisted  of 
a  succession  of  chain  links,  were  still  on  his  legs,  and 
were  held  uj)  in  the  middle  by  a  Belcher  handkerchief 
tied  round  his  waist. 

The  executioner  commenced  his  mournfiU  duties 
by  taking  from  tlie  unhapjiy  prisoner  his  cravat  and 
collar.  To  obviate  all  difficulty  in  this  stage  of  the 
proceedings,  Thurtell  flung  back  his  head  and  neck, 
and  so  gave  the  executioner  an  opportunity  of  im- 
mediately divejfting  him  of  that  part  of  his  dress. 
After  tying  the  rope  round  TliurtcH's  neck,  fiic  exe- 
cutioner drew  a  white  cotton  cap  over  his  counte- 
nance, which  did  not,  however,  conceal  the  eontoor 
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of  his  face,  or  deprive  him  entirely  of  the  view  of 
surroanding  objects. 

At  that  moment  tlie  clock  sounded  the  last  stroke 
of  twelve.  During  the  whole  of  this  si])|)alling  cere- 
mony there  was  not  the  slightest  symptom  of  emotion 
discernible  in  his  features ;  his  demeanour  was  per- 
fectly calm  and  tran(|uil,  rnd  he  bohavrfl  like  a  m-.ni 
acquainted  vrith  the  dreadtul  ordeal  he  wa<;  about  to 
pass,  but  not  unprepared  to  meet  it.  Tiioui;!!  his 
fortitude  was  tlius  ionspicut)UN,  it  was  eviiK-iit  iVom 
his  appearance  that  in  the  interval  b^twrcMi  his  con- 
viction and  his  execution  he  nmst  have  suliVnd  niiirh. 
ile  looked  careworn ;  his  countcnanrc*  had  assumed 
a  cadaverous  hue,  and  there  was  a  h'ci^u;.irdness  and 
lankness  about  his  checks  and  mouth,  which  could 
not  fail  to  attract  the  notice  of  every  spectator. 

The  executioner  next  proceeded  to  adjust  the 
noose  by  which  Thurtell  was  to  bo  uttaclunl  to  the 
scaflbld.  After  he  had  fasteniHl  il  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  satisfy  his  own  mind,  Thurtell  looked  up  at  it, 
ttud  examined  it  with  great  attention,  lie  then  de* 
sired  the  cxccuticmer  to  let  him  have  t*all  enough. 
The  rope  at  this  moment  seemed  as  if  it  wouhl  cmly 
give  a  fall  of  two  or  three  feet.  1'he  executioner 
assured  him  that  the  fall  was  quite  siniicicr.t.  The 
principal  turnkey  then  went  up  to  Thurtell,  >liook 
hands  with  him,  and  turned  away  in  tears.  A!r. 
Wilson,  tiie  governor  of  the  gaol,  next  ii;)proaciied 
him.  Thurtell  said  to  hhn,  '*  Do  you  think,  Mr. 
Wilson,  I  have  got  enough  fall.'*'  Mr.  Wilson  re- 
plied "  1  think  yoou  have.  Sir.  Yes,  i\\\\ic  enough." 
Mr.  Wilson  then  took  hold  of  his  hand,  shook  it,  and 
said,  "  Good  by,  Mr.  Thurtell,  may  (Jod  iMmighty 
bless  you."  Thurtell  instantly  replied,  Uod  bless 
yow,  Mr.  Wilson,  (Jod  bless  j/oif. 

Mr.  Wilson  then  turned  away  from  him,  and  ap- 
pearing deeply  aflectefU  moved  to  a  distant  ])art  of 
the  scaffold,  and  remained  there  till  the  conclusion  of 
thjs  melancholy  catastrophe. 

A  few  seconds  then  elapsed,  during  which  every 
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person'  seeriied  to  be  engaged  in  examining  narrovly 
Thurteirs  deportment.  His  features,  as  well  as  they: 
could  be  discerned,  appeared  to  remain  unmoved,  and 
his  hands,  which  were  extremely  prominent,  continned 
perfectly  steady,  and  were  not  idfected  by  the  slight- 
est tremulous  motion. 

Exactly  at  two  minutes  past  twelve  the  Under- 
Sheriff  with  his  wand,  gave  the  dreadful  signal — the 
dr^  suddenly  and  silently  fell — and 

John  Tiivrtell  was  launched 
INTO  Eternity! 

Tlie  violence  of  the  fall  being  such  as  to  cause  (lie 
dislocation  of  the  neck  to  be  attended  with  consider- 
able  noise,  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude  that  the  pri- 
soner's death  was  instantaneous.  A  sligtit  convulnon 
of  the  mouth  was  observed  the  moment  after  he  fell ; 
then  came  a  single  groan,  and  then  followed  the  still- 
ness of  death ! 

Tlie  executioner,  to  make  certainty  double  safe, 
went  down  and  repeatedly  pulled  his  body  towardi 
the  ground,  and  thereby  led  the  surrounding  mul- 
titude to  believe  that  Thurtell  struggled  much  before 
he  died.     The  reverse,  however,  was  the  case.       •  j 

At  the  moment  that  the  fatal  bolt  was  withdrawn, 
which  put  an  end  to  the  "  fitful  fever'*  of  Thurtell's 
existence,  an  involuntary  shudder  was  observed  io 
the  crowd ;  a  number  of  persons  fled  as  if  under  the 
impulse  of  extreme  terror,  and  in  their  flight  abso- 
lutely forced  down  a  cow-house,  and  some  paling  that 
were  in  front  of  the  prison.  One  man  fainted  away» 
and  several  were  seen  attempting,  but  in  vain,  to 
hide  the  intensity  of  their  fcclinp;s.  At  the  same 
minute  four  horscexpresses  proceeded  at  full  gallop 
fowards  London,  for  the  purpose,  it  was  said,  of  in- 
torming  some  of  Thurteli's  late  associates  tliat  lie 
had  died  without  making  any  confession  to  their  pre- 
judice. 

After  the  body  had  been  suspended  about  a  quarts 


of  M  hour,  the.  multitude^  which  had  betiaved  with 
great  decorum  mid  propriety  during  all  the  prepa- 
ratory  proceedings  of  the  execution,  exhibited  a 
strong  anxiety  to  have  a  closer  inspection  of  it,  and 
ia  consequence  made  a  rush  witliin  the  barriers  iu 
order  to  gratify  it.  They  were,  however,  kept  back 
without  much  difficulty  by  tlie  constables. 

We  cannot  close  tliis  part  of  our  narrative  without 
doing  full  justice  to  the  courage  with  wiiich  Thurtell 
met  the  fate  which  the  ofiendcd  laws  of  his  country 
assigned  to  him  on  account  of  die  atrocious  crime  of 
which  he  was  convicted.  In  no  part  of  his  behaviour 
on.tlie  scaffold  was  tlicre  any  thing  like  eitlier  irre- 
solution or  bravado.  The  serenity  with  which  he 
conducted  himself  in  his  last  trying  hour,  would  have 
oaUBed  him  to  be  considered  as  a  martyr,  had  he  died 
fur  the  sake  of  religion ;  and  would  have  endeared 
bis  memory  to  his  country  to  tlie  latest  posterity,  Iiad 
he»  in  a  period  of  national  degradation,  laid  down  his 
life  for  her  injured  liberties.  Dying,  however,  as  he 
did  die,  for  a  murder  of  the  greatest  atrocity,  esta- 
hlislied  by  evidence  of  the  most  satisfactory  descrip- 
tion, we  must  guard  against  allowing  our  admiration 
of  his  fortitude  to  overcome  our  moral  abhorrence  of 
the  barbarities  he  committed. 

It  is  evident  tliat  he  was  a  man  of  uncommon  energy 
of  mind,  and  the  sympathy  of  his  gaol-attendants, 
men  unused  to  melt,  shows  that  he  must  have  pes** 
seased  some  kind,  and  generous,  and  amiable  qualities* 
All  therefore  must  regret  that  such  a  man  should  have 
Buffered  his  nature  to  become  gradually  depraved 
into  the  possibility  of  perpetrating  deliberate  murder. 
At  the  same  time  society  must  feel  relieved  by  cast* 
inif  off  from  its  bosom  a  being  who,  having  chosen 
the  path  of  crime,  was  equally  formidable  from  tho 
laxity  of  his  principles  and  the  streiigtli  of  his  pas- 
Mornr,  from  the  unbounded  influence  his  mental  vigour 
gave  him  over  bis  associates,  and  from  Ms  utter  fear^ 
IflttDMi  of  danger  and  of  death. 

2  u 
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It  might  have  been  natural  to  expect  that  the  fate 
of  Thurtell  woald  have  excited,  if  not  terror,  at  least 
reflection  in  the  mind  of  many  of  his  former  asso- 
ciates ;  but,  extraordinary  as  it  may  appear,  it  is  still 
Bo£  less  true,  that  though  they  were  aware  that 
Thurtell's  first  plunge  into  crime  was  occasioned  by 
his  predilection  for  prize-fighting  and  similar  savage 
amusements,  many  of  them  were  speculating,  at  the 
very  moment  before  bis  death,  whether  he  had  heard 
of  a  fight  which  took  place  near  Worcester,  on  the 
previous  Wednesday,  between  Spring  and  an  Iridi- 
man  of  the  name  of  Langan,  for  what  is  called  the 
ehampumship  of  England.  ■   , 

We  know  not  what  tlie  feelings  of  such  men  iii«y 
be ;  but  we  should  have  expected,  that  if  they,  enter- 
tained the  slightest  regard  for  the  good  opinioB^of 
their  fellow-couAtrymen,  they  would  have  refrained 
from  venturing  upon  such  a  topic  at  such  a  moment. 
No  words  can  describe  our  disgust  at  conduct  so  ie> 
Yoltihg  to  decency,  humanity,  and  all  proper  feeling. 
We  shall  only  say,  that  it  was  in  perfect  keeping  with 
the  parties  from  whom  it  proceeded  :  we  mean  the 
gentlemen  of  the/aticy — the  ruffians  of  the  ring. 


REMOVAL  OF  THE  BODY. 

The  body  of  the  culprit  remained  suspended  for 
one  hour,  during  which  time  the  greater  part  of  titc 
multitude  remained.  At  the  expiration  of  that  pe- 
riod, the  Upper  Turnkey  unscrewed  the  handcufls 
from  the  wrists  of  the  dccoasod,  and  the  irons  from 
his  legs.  A  plank  was  then  placed  across  the  spaco 
through  which  tlie  body  wrs  hanging,  and  the  ex- 
ecutioner ascended,  and  untying  the  rope  at  the  top, 
lowered  the  corpse  into  tlic  arms  of  three  javelin- 
men  who  received  it  her.euth. 

It  WHS  then  carried  into  the  Chapel,  where  a  plat-, 
form  was  prepared  for  its  reception  in  one  of  the 
pews.     The  Under-Shcriff  followed,  and  under  bis 
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directions,  it  was  immediately  stripped.  When  the 
cap  was  first  removed,  the  countenance  was  some- 
what discolom'ed,  but  in  a  short  time  assumed  the 
onlinary  hue  of  death.  The  eyes  were  open,  and 
the  lips  were  unusually  prominent  Some  moisture 
had  exuded  from  the  mouth,  and  wetted  one  side  of 
tlie  cap.  The  ends  of  his  fingers  were  livid,  and 
the  mark  round  his  neck  was  stronger  than  is  usually 
observed.  This  may  have  arisen  from  the  violence 
of  the  fall,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  vertebra 
were  completely  dislocated. 

The  form  of  the  unfortunate  deceased  was  in  the 
highest  degree  symmetrical  and  muscular,  and  was 
spoken  (tf  by  the  surgeon  who  was  present  as  distin- 
guished for  every  indication  of  strength  and  activity. 

It  was  said  that  an  application  had  been  made  by 
the  friends  of  the  deceased  to  have  the  body,  for  the 
jmrpose  of  being  interred  at  Norwich — an  application 
which  was  seconded  by  Thurtell  himself.  The  UndeN 
Sheriff,  however,  felt,  that  consistently  witli  his  duty, 
and  the  terms  of  the  sentence  which  had  been  passed 
oil  the  prisoner,  he  could  not  comply  with  these 
wishes,  and  therefore  resolved  that  the  law  should 
be  comi)licd  with  in  every  respect. 

The  body  was  accordingly  delivered  to  Mr.  Col- 
beck,  the  surgeon  of  the  gaol,  who,  witli  his  assist- 
ant, proceeded  so  far  in  the  anatomizing  process  as  to 
comply  with  the  letter  of  the  law  ;  immediately  after 
which  it  was  despatched  to  London,  as  had  been  pre- 
viously determined,  and  was  lodged  in  St,  Bartho- 
lomew's IIos])itaI  the  same  evening. 

PUBLIC  VIKW  OF  THE  BODY  OF 

THUKTELL. 

On   the  following    morning    it    became    generally 
known  that  the  mortal  remains  of  the  unhappy  culprit 
were  lying  within  the  walls  of  the  Hospital.     Th^  , 
public  feeling,  which,  from  the  commencement  of 
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this  tragic  event  had  never  for  a  moment  subsicled. 
thus  received  an  additional  and  some^what  unexpected 
stimulus.  Multitudes  of  persons  assembled,  and  after 
some  little  attempt  at  restriction,  an  almost  indescri- 
minate  admission  cf  the  public  took  place,  whidi 
continued  for  tliree  or  four  days*. 

The  corpse  was  at  first  placetl  in  a  small  room 
contiguous  to  the  Theatre  of  Anatomy,  into  which 
not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  persons  could  con- 
veniently be  admitted  at  one  time,  but  was  subse- 
quently removed  into  the  Anatomical  Theatre  for  the 
convenience  of  the  surgical  lectmres.  by  Mr.  Aber- 
nethy,  and  other  eminent  surgeons.  It  was  five  feet 
ten  inches  and  a  half  in  Icngtli^  and  remarkable  for 
its  muscularity  and  symmetry,  and  for  the  cleamew 
of  the  skin.  It  was  evident  that  Thurtell  had  died 
in  a  state  of  the  most  vigorous  health  ;  and  from  thu 
appearance  of  the  limbs,  it  was  difficult  to  imagine 
that  they  even  yet  wanted  some  portion  of  the 
strength  and  elasticity  which  seems  to  have  once 
characterized  them.  His  features  were  altered,  though 
not,  in  the   common  sense  of  the  word,   distorted. 


*  Among  the  persons  who  availed  themselves  of  this  oppor^ 
iuuity  of  viewing  the  remains  of  Thurtell,  ucre  about  twentj 
persons  belonging  to  the  establishment  of  Mr.  Kelly,  the  pub- 
lisher of  this  work  ;  with  whom  an  eminent  artist  attended 
for  the  purpose  of  verifying  to  the  extrcntest  jwssible  point  of 
fidelity  our  ]x>rtrait  of  the  great  criminal.  The  result  of  hb 
efforts  has  been  highly  satisfact(»ry  ;  for  we  are  thereby  enabled 
to  add  to  our  excellent  jx>rtrait  of  Thurtell  >\hile  liviiig,  a  faith- 
ful representation  of  his  countenance  when  dead.  It  wa& 
finished  from  a  cast  taken  fmm  his  face,  in  proof  of  the  accu- 
racy and  genuineness  of  w  hich  we  can  assure  our  readers,  that 
n^'hile  in  the  possessi(m  of  our  artist,  many  hairs  from  the  eye* 
brows  and  whiskers  of  the  deceased,  whicii  had  detached  them- 
selves with  the  plaster  mouhl,  were  still  adhering. 

This  v«ry  curious  relic  has  not,  we  belii?ve,  been  accessible 
to  any  other  publisher,  and  we  accordingly  have  the  satisifac* 
lion  of  being  the  first,  if  not  the  ouly,  medium  of  communi- 
catiiig  it  to  our  subscribers  in  particular,  and  to  the  public  at 
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The  principal  change  was  effected  by  the  relaxation 
of  tlie  muscles  of  the  cheeks,  which  in  life  were  so 
powerful  and  massy.  The  eyes  were  half  open,  and 
of  a  fine  biue»  not  more  prominent  than  they  are  in 
mftny  living  faces.  In  Thurtell,  when  alive,  tliey 
tntd  appeared  rather  small,  and  tlieir  colour  not  re- 
markable. The  hair  having  been  removed,  the  head 
appeared  exceedingly  well  formed,  and  the  want  of 
eKpansion  of  the  forehead  was  less  remarkable  than 
in  life. 

The  visitors  of  each  succeeding  day  were  witneaies 
of  tlie  gradual  dilapidation,  if  not  of  the  decay,  of  .tbe 
body.  On  one  day  a  finger,  on  another  an  eye,  was 
missing ;  and  as  tiie  surgeons,  in  the  intervals  of  their 
admission  x)f  the  public  proceeded  with  their  work, 
the  body  progressively  presented  such  appearances  as 
to  render  it  both  a  matter  of  prudence  and  of  public 
decency  finally  to  close  the  door  against  farther  ad- 
n)ission. 

The  Under-Sheriff  at  Hertford  had  scrupulously 
complied  with  the  earnest  request  of  Ttnirtell  in 
refusing  every  application  for  a  cast  from  his 
face*.  The  restriction,  however,  if  it  was  so  intend- 
ed, did  not  operate  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
for  a  cast  of  the  face  has  actually  been  taken,  from 
fdiich,  as  we  have  already  said,  the  annexed  print 
is  engraved.  The  skeleton  is  to  remain  perma^ 
Bently  in  tbe  Hospital. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  him,  whose  death  and  ^hame 
Proceeded  from  a  cursed  lore  ofgame  ! 


*  ''If,"  said  Thnrtell,  '*  this  should  he  the  case,  a  bust  ma^, 
perhaps,  meet  the  eyes  of  some  of  my  family,  and  renew  m 
their  recollection  the  memory  of  a  man  who  had  caused  to 
Iheaiy  not  alone  the  deepest  grief,  but  who  had  exposed  them 
io  shame  and  disgraca." 


SS4f  MURDBR  OP  WE  ARE, 


THE  PHRENOLOGISTS. 

Among  those  who  were  most  early  and  most  anxious 
in  their  attendance  to  vieAV  the  body,  were  a  class 
of  people  who  advocate  the  brutal,  stupid,*  and  de- 
moralizing doctrine,  called  phrenology.     These  wor- 
thies were  all  a-gog  to  find  a  very  common  pronu- 
nence  behind  and  above  tlie  ear,  which  they  are 
pleased  to  call  ''the  organ  of  destructiveness,**  or 
murder.     Most  unfortunately  for  the  dabblers  in  this 
science,  it  happened  that  tiiis  bump  or  prominence 
was  not  to  be  found  on  the  head  of  what  was  Thur- 
tell ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  organ  of  destruc- 
tiveness  was  not  at  all  prominent  or  developed.   This 
was  *'  water  in  the  shoes*'  of  the  phrenologists  ;  but 
what  was  still  worse,   was,   that   "  the   organs  of 
benevolence,^'  and  of  •'  caution*'  were  very  strongly 
marked.     They,  however,  consoled  themselves  witt  « 
saying,  that  the  organ  of  courage  was  very  large, 
and  that  tho  intellectual  organs  seemed  scarcely  de- 
veloped.    However,  tliese  gentlemen,  nothing  daunt- 


*  The  following  anecdote  will  shew  what  iise  these  deci* 
pherors  of  the  marks  on  the  heads  of  others,  make  of  the  con* 
tents  of  their  own. — *'  Some  tinte  a^o  a  gentleman  found  a 
large  turnip  in  his  fiold,  of  the  sliape  of  a  man's  liead,  and  with 
the  resemWaJu-e  of  the  features  of  a  man.  Struck  with  the 
curiosity,  he  had  a  cast  made  from  it,  and  sent  the  cast  to  a 
Society  of  Phrenologists,  stating,  that  it  wan  taken  from  the 
head  of  Haron  Turenpourtz,  a  celebrated  Polish  professor,  and 
requesting  their  opinion  theriM)n.  After  sitting  in  judgment, 
they  scientifically  e\amine<l  the  cast,  in  which  they  declared 
that  they  had  discovered  an  unuMial  prominence,  which  de- 
noted that  he  was  a  man  of  an  acute  mmd  and  deep  research, 
that  he  had  the  or^an  of  quick  perception,  and  also  of  perse* 
verance,  with  another  that  indicated  cre<iulity.  The  opinion 
was  transmitted  to  the  owner  of  the  cast,  with  a  letter,  request- 
ing as  a  particular  favour  that  he  woukl  send  them  the  ne»d ; 
to  this  he  politely  replied,  **  that  he  would  willingly  do  so,  but 
was  prevented,  as  he  and  his  family  had  caierk  it  the  day  be/ore 
with  their  mutton  at  dinner,*' 


\. 
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ed,  \^iU  argue  that  the  character  of  Thurtel]  just  cor* 
re'(|>onded  to  the  appearance  of  the  skull.  Such  is 
tbd  advantage  which  this  science  possesses,  that  if 
the  skull,  according  to  their  theory,  suits  tiic  pre- 
viously known  character  of  the  possessor  it  is  well ; 
if  not,  they  make  another  character  to  suit. 

The  case  of  Thurtell,  will,  however,  no  doubt 
give  a  death-blow  to  this  fantastical  and  barbarizing* 
theory,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  dreaming 
visionaries  Gall  and  Spurzheim. 


HUNT'S  ACCOUNT  OP  THE  LAST 
MOMENTS  OF  THURTELL. 

The  following  narrative  by  Hunt  appeared  a  few  days 
after  the  execution  of  his  fellow-prisoner : — 

**  While  we  were  upon  trial,  Thurtell  treated  me 
very  distantly ;  and  when  his  brother  was  giving  his 
evidence,  I  could  not  help  expressing  my  astonish- 
ment at  his  attributing  to  me  the  very  expressions 
which  John  Thurtell  himself  had  used  respecting  our 


*  The  gnllibility  of  a  portion  of  the  public  on  this  ridiculons 
subject  was  turned  to  account,  by  a  fellow  who  went  about  ex* 
hibiting  for  a  small  gratuity  what  he  had  the  impudence  to  de«: 
dare  to  be  the  head  of  Thurtdll.  The  flesh  oi  the  face  was 
removed,  probably  to  prevent  detection  by  any  one  who  might 
chance  to  know  Thurtell ;  the  hair,  ears,  and  teeth  were  still  at*> 
tached  to  the  skull.  The  story  that  the  fellow  told,  was  that 
he  had  bought  the  head  of  the  surgeons,'  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  at  a  large  ftfice,  with  the  intention  of  exhibiting  it.  | 

The  rascal,  however,  had  sense  enough  to  perceive  that  phre- 
nology was  the  reigning  folly  of  the  day,  and  hence  be  had 
acquired  a  smattering  of  that  science,  by  the  aid  of  Avhich  he 
pointed  oiit  and  explained  the  different  bumps  to  be  found  upon. 
this  skull,  wliich  he  exhibited.  He  of  coarse  did  not  forget 
the  protuberance  indicative  of  destructivencss,  (although  the 
master-quacks  had  been  compelled  to  acknowledge  that  there 
was  no  such  protuberance)  and  it  was  in  consequence,  he  told 
his  dopes,  of  the  man  being  bom  with  his  head  of  this  peculiar 
conformation  that  he  committed  the  murder. 
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bmg  ^  TuTfin  hada:  I  8aid»  '  Good  God  I  herein 
work.'  Jotm  replied,  ^  Yes.  doB*t  alvm  yoursctf, 
you'll  have  more  of  it  presently ;  we  have  not  half 
done  with  you  yet.'  But  when  he  afterwards,  in  ad- 
dressing  the  Jury,  wanted  to  lay  the  whole  crime  on 
me  and  Probert,  I  was  lost  in  astonishment,  and 
every  thing  appeared  enveloped  in  mist ;  but  I  shall 
never  forget  his  horrid  expression  of  countenance 
when  he  spoke  of  Barber  Beaumont  and  Mr.  Spring- 
field— I  was  really  frightened  to  look  at  him. 

•*  Directly  we  left  the  bar,  Thurtell  addressed  me 
in  the  most  friendly  and  familiar  manner,  and,  shak- 
ing me  by  the  haiid,  said»  '  It's  all  up,  Joe ;  we 
must  now  make  the  best  of  it,  and  behave  manfully. 
I  forgive  you  for  every  thing  with  all  my  heart' 

<'  As  we  came  along  back  in  the  chaise,  Thnrtell 
asked  Mr.  Wilson  '  if  we  were  not  to  be  executed  in 
the . gravei-pit  opposite  the  gaol?'  Mr.  Wilson  an- 
swered, *  he  believed  so.' — *  Then,'  said  Thorteli, 
'  I  hope  you  wilt  have  two  half  hundred  weigiits  tied 
to  my  legs,  and  give  a  good  fall,  so  that  I  may  die 
instantly.'  I  was  greatly  depressed,  and  begged  him 
not  to  talk  so.  Thurtell  replied,  *  Dont  tell  me, 
old  fellow  ;  what's  the  use  of  repining  ?  I  hope  you 
will  meet  your  fate  like  a  man,  as  I  shall  do.  I  api 
prepared  now,  as  I  told  the  Judge  to-night,  and  the 
sooner  the  business  is  over  the  better.' 

**  While  we  were  on  our  way,  ITiurtell  expressed 
a  great  desire  to  have  some  refreshment,  and  addres- 
sing Mr.  Wilson,  said,  '  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to 
give  us  something  to  eat,  for  I  am  almost  famished.* 
Mr.  Wilson  replied,  that  it  was  against  the  law  to 
allow  any  thing  but  bread  ai\d  water ;  and  tiiat  a 
gaoler  would  be  liable  to  lose  his  situation,  and  for* 
foit  a  hundred  pounds,  if  he  broke  through  the  rule. 
Thurtell  said,  *  I  hope,  old  fellow,  you  will  manage 
to  get  something  better  than  that.'  Mr.  Wilson  aaid. 
he  would  try  what  he  could  do  when  be  got  up  to 
the  prison,  and  he  dare  say  the  Sheriff  would  Bol  be 
very  strict  in  obeying  tho  Urn. 
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**  After  we  had  been  kindly  flirnished  wifh 
refreshment  by  Mr.  Wilson,  I  was  confmed  in 
cell  and  Thurtell  in  another. 

•'Throughout  the  night  of  Wednesday  I  wati 
great  distress  and  anguish  of  mind,  as  I  fully  expected 
tiiat  I  was  to  suffer  on  the  Friday  morning  wilii 
Thurtell ;  but  early  in  the  next  day,  Mr.  Wilson  told 
me  he  believed  I  was  not  then  to  be  executed.  About 
twelve  o'clock,  on  Thursday,  Mr.  Wilson  came  to 
tell  mc  that  Thurtell  wished  me  to  be  in  the  samo 
cell  with  him,  and  I  accordingly  went.  On  entering 
his  cell  I  found  him  talking  witli  Mr.  Sutton,  the 
High-Sherifi;  and  with  Mr.  Franklin.  Mr.  Sutton 
told  me  that  Thurtell  was  perfectly  reconciled  to  me^ 
and  wished  me  to  be  so  with  him ;  and  Thurtell 
came  and  shook  hands  with  me,  and  said,  *  I  do  freely 
forgive  you,  Joe,  but  I  have  no  one  to  thank  for 
this  but  you.' 

*'  We  were  together  at  the  condemned  sermon  oil 
Thursday,  and  while  in  the  pew  I  was  greatly  affect- 
ed, Thurtell  endeavoured  to  soothe  mc,  but  at  the 
same  time  said,  '  Hunt,  you  brought  it  all  upon 
yourself;  if  you  had  not  told  where  the  body  was, 
there  could  have  been  no  trial,  and  we  should  have 
been  safe.'  I  answered,  *  it  was  to  be  so,  and  it 
cannot  be  helped ;  and  if  it  had  not  then  been  di" 
vulged,  it  must  have  come  out  at  some  other  time.* 

"  In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  and  evening  Thur- 
tell talked  a  good  deal  about  the  trial,  and  said  to 
Mr.  Wilson,  if  it  had  taken  place  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
we  must  both  have  been  acquitted,  for  who  could 
believe  a  word  that  Probert  swore,  after  his  stating; 
that  Hunt  told  him  where  to  set  him  down,  when  it 
was  well-known  that  Hunt  was  never  there  in  his  life 
—this  ought  to  have  been  enough  to  have  acquit- 
ted urf.' 

**  Thurtell  also  said  to  me,  ^  if  I  had  known  af 
much  when  the  trial  was  first  to  have  come  on,  as  I 
do  now,  I  would  have  asked  Mr.  Harmer  to  let  yo« 
saj  ttiat  I  WW  inMKMit,  and  tb«t  you  tad  Probcit 
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did  tile  UBrdar ;  ud  I  am  sore  Mr.  Ifanninr  wcoU 
hftw  coDteated,  beoana,  if  I  had  baen  cleared,  yoo 
must  have  Ibeeii  acquitted,  and  Probert  only  would 
haro  sttflfored.* 

**  He  several  times  declared,  that  he  would  not 
ehaDfle  situatioiis  witii  Probert,  because  his  sufferings 
wodm  soon  be  at  an  end,  but  Probert  must  lead  a  Itfe 
of  wretdiedness. 

**  In  the  course  of  conversation,  ThurteU  told  Mr. 
Wilson,  that  if  he  had  been  acquitted,  and  obtained 
his  lib^y,  there  was  one  man  whom  h^  should  cer- 
tainly  have  destroyed,  but  he  would  forbear  mention- 
ing the  name.  Mr.  Wilson  said,  '  then  it  is  much 
better  as  it  is,  because  you  would  only  have  been 
more  deeply  in  crime.*  Thurtell  answered,  ^  perhaps 
i|t  is,  and  1  am  satisfied.* 

^'  In  die  course  of  the  evening,  Thurtell  told  seve- 
nl  anecdotes  about  Probert  and  his  associates,  par- 
ticularly lawyer  ■  and  Mr.  H. ;  among  others, 
ha  said,  that  Probert  and  these,  two  persons  wore  in 
the  j^er  at  Gill^s  Hill ;  that  it  was  a  most  successful 
business,  for  they  were  getting  £SQO  a-week  when 
the  following  accidental  circumstance  broke  it  up: — 
The  man  who  set  up  the  still,  and  worked  it,  passed 
as  Probert's  gardener ;  and  from  his  workmg  occa- 
aionally  in  the  garden,  and  wearing  a  suitable  dress, 
every  bodj  in  the  neighbourhood  supposed  he  was  the 
character  which  he  assumed,  until  one  evening  he 
went  to  a  public-house  to  smoke  his  pike,  where 
there  happened  to  be  two  Excjse-ofRcers,  who  knew 
him  to  be  an  old  hand  at  private  stills,  and  they  di- 
rectly asked  him  where  he  lived  ?  As  this  question 
was  in  the  hearing  of  the  publican,  he  could  not  dis« 
guise  the  fact ;  and  he  therefore  said,  '  I  have  left  off 
the  old  trade,  and  have  gone  to  my  own  business, 
and  am  living  as  'gardener  to  Mr.  Probert,  at  Gill's 
Hill  Cottage.*  The  Excise-officers  appeared  satis- 
fied with  this  explanation,  but  the  man  went  home  as 
expeditiously  as  possible,  and  communicated  what 
hftd  ocQutred;  when»  e¥pectiDg.that  thvy  migbt  be 
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Boon^  favoured  with  a  visit,  they  all  set  to  work,  and 
removed  every  vestige  of  the  illegal  distillery  in  the 
course  of  the  night.  Next  morning,  sure  enough, 
the  officers  came,  but  found  they  were  too  late,  and 
got  nothing  for  their  journey. 

'Mn  the  course  of  the  evening  Thurtell  read  to  me 
and  the  people  who  were  sitting  up  with  him,  and 
about  one  o'clock  he  prepared  to  go  to  bed ;  before 
he  went  to  sleep,  he  asked  me  to  read  to  him  the 
Lord's  Prayer,  which  I  did,  and  he  then  fell  into  a 
sound  repose ;  and  altiiough  there  was  occasionally  a 
considerable  noise  in  the  room,  and  every  time  I 
moved  or  turned,  my  fetters  made  a  great  clank^  he 
did  not  awake  outright,  but  only  now  and  then  while 
I  was  laying  by  his  side  crying,  he  muttered  out  in  a 
low  tone,  '  God  bless  you,  Joe,  I  hope  you  will  be 
saved.* 

**  About  seven  o'clock  Mr.  Wilson  came  into  the 
cell  with  some  breakfast,  and  Thurtell  was  then  so 
sound  asleep,  that  Mr.  Wilson  was  obliged  to  shake 
him  by  the  arm  two  or  three  times  before  he  awoke. 

**  Mr.  Franklin,  the  Ordinary,  came  soon  after* 
wards,  and  assisted  him  in  his  religious  duties ;  but 
when  Mr.  Franklin  proposed  to  read  prayers,  Thur- 
tell said  he  would,  with  the  Clergyman's  permission^ 
read  them  himself,  and  he  read  them  aloud  most 
beautifully.  After  we  had  taken  the  sacrament,  and 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  he  went  out  to  suf- 
fer, Thurtell  said  to  Mr.  Wilson,  '  I  have  one  more 
favour  to  request  of  you,  if  you  can  oblige  me.'  Mr. 
Wilson  asked  what  it  was  ?  Thurtell  said,  '  It  is  to 
tell  me  how  the  great  fight  terminated?'  Mr.  W. 
said  he  did  not  know,  but  he  would  go  out  and  in* 
quire ;  he  did  so,  and  on  his  return,  he  said,  '  It  has 
been  a  hard  fought  battle,  it  lasted  for  two  hours  and 
five  minutes,  ami  Spring  was  a  great  deal  iNmishod» 
but  he  has  won  it.'  On  which  Thurtell  said,  *  I  am 
glad  of  it ;  God  bless  him,  he  is  an  old  friend  of 
mine/ 

''  In  about  fiva  nimtei  after  this,  the  Under-Slie- 
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riff  came  into  the  cell,  and  he  said  he  was  -^te 
ready.  As  we  were  walking  to  the  place  of  exe- 
cution, Thurtell  said,  '  My  courage  has  not  forsaken 
me  up  to  this  moment ;'  and  then  shaking  his  head  at 
me,  he  said,  'Joe,  Joe,  you  should  have  kept  your 
own  counsel,  and  then  it  would  not  have  been  thus !' 
<'  We  were  now  near  the  last  door  which  he  had  to 
pass  to  ascend  the  scaffold,  and  I,  in  the  greatest 
affliction,  took  his  hand  to  bid  him  a  final  farewell ; 
he  received  my  hand  in  one  of  his,  and  lifting  up  the 
other  as  high  as  the  handcufls  would  permit,  he  clap- 
ped it  down  upon  my  grasped  hand,  and  pressing  it 
fervently^  he  said,  *  God  bless  you,  old  fellow,  I 
kope  you  will  be  saved !'  I  pressed  his  hands  to  my 
lips,  and  was  tottering  with  agony,  and  should  have 
0unk  down  on  the  ground  had  not  Mr.  Wilson  and 
some  gentlemen  kindly  come  to  my  assistance.'* 


This  statement,  if  true,  and  vile  as  its  source  may 
be,  it  must  be  admitted  to  contain  strong  internal 
evidence  of  authenticity,  shows  the  * 'leading  passion 
itrong  in  death."  Thurtell  was  decidedly  a  sporting 
character,  and  in  this  view  the  appalling  levity  ex- 
hibited by  a  man  on  the  poiivt  of  expiating  his 
crimes  upon  the  gibbet,  may  lose  some  of  its  revolt- 
ing features.  "It  is,  however,  quite  in  keeping  with 
the  coarse  joke  of  the  Tumbler^  (see  iioU^  p.  316) 
and  the  compound  of  slang,  sarcasm,  and  sentiment, 
embodied  in  tlie  account  of  the  interviews  of  Pierce 
Egan  with  Thurtell.  How  are  we  to  reconcile  this 
Blang  and  trifling  with  the  professions  of  conviction 
and  ghostly  comfort,  said  to  be  derived  from  the 
pious  offices  of  the  wortliy  Divine  who  attended  with 
80  much  zeal  during  the  last  days  of  the  wretched 
criminars  existence  ? 
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Having  thus  fully  and  faithfully  detailed  the  whole 
of  the  facts  relative  to  this  most  extraordinary  affair, 
carefully  abstaining  throughout  our  narrative  from  a 
repetition  of  the  gross  errors  and  absurdities  which 
were  propagated  on  the  occasion,  we  shall  proceed 
to  our  promised 

EXPOSEE  OF  THE  GAMBLERS, 

and  reserve  for  an  Appendix  the  particulars  of  the 
fate  of  Thurtell's  confederates — Hunt  and  Probert — 
and  also  certain  interesting  documents  illustrative  of 
the  foregoing  narrative. 
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Wnm  the  rapidity  with  which  the  present  worii  wm  published, 
w  few  errors  of  the  press  naturally  escape*!  in  llie  early  port 
oor  very  extensive  impression.  We  tbersfore  b^  our 
lers  to  correct  the  following  inaccuracies. 

Fige33,line  1,/or  Thomas  reiif^  John. 

44,        lafromhottom./brthe  twoThurtells  and   Pro- 

bort,rea<i  JohnThurleil,  H;inl,  and  Probert. 

9!,        ♦./'"■  imunclion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  m-ad^ 

,  rule  lor  a  criminal  information  in  the  Court 

of  King's  Bench. 

9*0,       1,  And  tbnmghoat  (be  page,  for  Holmui  read 

Cotenuui. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

General  Remarks  on  Gaining  and  its  doslructivc  consoqut^ncoii 
— Dst  of  (xHiubliuff  Hoiiisos  at  the  West  End,  an«*  Nick- 
Names  of  the  principal  Black  I.<'gs — Schemes  laid  to  entrap 
their  dupes — Description  of  a  (jl ambler  at  Rouge  ct  Noir. 

Of  all  the  disgraceful  scenes  which  deform  the  me- 
tropolis, the  most  vicious  and  ruinous  13  that  of  the 
fashionable  hells,  or  roif»;c  et  iw»r  ganiblifig ;  and  it  is 
matter  of  astonishment  and  reproach,  that  they  have 
yet  remained  undisturbed  by  the  law,  and  hitherto 
unnoticed  by  the  public  press.  At  this  time  a  large 
number  of  these  sinks  of  iniquity  are  open  for  the 
purposes  of  fraud  and  seduction  in  noon-day,  and  not 
a  few  profane  the  sabbath  by  their  diabolical  and 
sinful  practices. 

Although  the  metropolis  has  been  time  out  of  mind 
infested  with  the  imps  of  play,  it  has  only  been  within 
the  la^t  ten  years  that  they  have  dared  tlius  openly  to 
pursue  the  practice  in  the  broad  face  of  day.  It  may 
be  impossible  to  entirety  suppress  the  vice  of  gamb- 
ling, but  surely  some  legislative  enactment  might  be 
found  which  would  destroy  the  bands  of  well-organ- 
ised gamBIers  who  now  spread  their  nets  for  the  un- 
wary, and  pursue  their  infamous  courses  in  the  very 
centre  of  British  society,  and  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  throne  and  the  two  houses  of  parliament. 

The  dreadful  infatuation  of  gambling  is  so  noto^ 
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rious,  and  its  evil  tendency  and  effects  so  constantly 
before  our  eyes,  that  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every 
man,  agreeably  to  our  several  stations  and  capacities, 
to  use  the  best  means  of  checking  the  growth  of  this 
destructive  vice.  It  is  for  this  purpose,  and  without 
any  personal  feeling,  that  we  venture  upon  tlie  bold 
task  of  exposing,  in  all  its  varied  and  disgusting  de- 
formities, the  history  and  practices  of  the  gambling- 
houses  of  the  metropolis. 

Here  is  a  field—"  wherein  the  pride 
Of  satire,  pouring  down  in  fullest  tide, 
May  spread  wide  vengeance  round ;  yet  all  the  while 
\  Justice  beholds  the  ruin  with  a  smile." 

In  exposing  the  vice  we  shall^  however,  cautiously 
avoid  giving  additional  pain  to  tlie  agonized  feelings 
of  those  who,  from  the  force  of  example  and  the  se- 
ductive influence  of  fashion,  may  have  been  incau- 
tiously ma^  the  dupes  of  wily  and  experienced 
sharpers.     ^ 

Our  object  is  only  to  attack  the  incorrigible  and 
the  acknowledged  professor ;  the  hunter  who  starts 
the  game,  and  pursues  his  victim  till  he  has,  for  his 
own  base  purpose,  plunged  him,  and  with  him,  wife, 
children,  kindred,  friend,  into  the  gulf  of  misery, 
penury,  and  destruction.  To  unravel  tlie  mystic 
web  of  secrecy  with  which  these  sharpers  have  sur- 
rounded themselves,  was  a  work  of  no  mean  exertion 
or  enterprise.  That  we  have  succeeded  (beyond 
even  our  most  sanguine  wishes,)  will  be  of  little  gra- 
tification  to  us,  if  we  should  fail  in  producing  what 
we  most  desire,  the  interfercilce  of  the  legislature  in 
suppressing  these  schools  of  infamy.  To  this  end  we 
labour,  and  to  cflTect  this  purpose  we  shall  give  a  his- 
tory of  the  different  gambling-houses,  the  proprietors, 
the  frequenters,  tlie  game,  hours  of  play,  stakes 
played  for ;  with  such  anecdotes  as  will  tend  to  illus- 
trate and  expose  the  baneful  and  peroicious  effects  of 
gambling: 
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*As  Pandemoniam  opened  to  the  view 
Of  Satan,  and  his  diabolic  crew, 
So  does  the  modern  Hell  with  brilliant  light. 
Attract  with  wonder  every  stranger's  sight ; 
Art  has  been  pillag'd  at  a  vast  expense, 
To  please  the  mind  and  gratify  each  sense. 
A  flow'ry  path,  which  leads  to  every  vice, 
For  earthly  fiends  an  earthly  paradise ! 
Its  grandeur,  beauty,  and  magnificence, 
Might  grace  the  palace  of  an  eastern  prince, 
While  brilliant  chandeliers  reflect  on  high, 
The  rival  splendour  of  an  Indian  sky. 

Behold !  what  characters  the  rooms  contain, 
Assembled  for  the  sakeof  paltry  gain. 
The  old  infatuated  gambler  there. 
Eyeing  each  object  from  his  elbow-chair, 
And  planning  how  their  cash  he  can  command. 

Is  what  remains  of  great ! 

Time  is  too  slow.    Tho'  ninety  summers  pass, 

To  cool  his  rage  for  gaming  and  a  lass  : 

And  now,  tho'  on  the  grave's  close  verge  he  stands. 

Palsied  his  head,  his  feelings,  and  his  hands ; 

Should  but  another  world  to  him  appear, 

His  hopes  are  drinking,  gaming,  and  his  dear. 

That  flippant  puppy,  with  a  smirking  smile, 

Dress'd  up  in  all  the  go  of  dandy  style, 

Who  bows  around,  and  greets  each  pigeon  face, 

With  real  fraud,  and  artificial  grace. 

Who  quickly  offers  them  the  game  to  teach. 

Is  now  the  Honourable  Captain : 

Ere  long,  should  death  a  little  help  afford. 
He'll  be,  no  doubt,  an  honourable  Lord. 

*  The  poetical  extracts  with  which  we  have  illustrated  this 
part  of  our  subject,  are  extracted  from  an  energetic  and  well- 
timed  publication,  entitled  The  Gamblebs,  aMonUPoemy 
published  by  New  and  Son,  Aldgate. 
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That  man  wiih  forehead  bald,  and  lodn  ae  grey, 

So  oldy  so  imbecile,  and  yet  lo  gay. 

Shame  on  hiB  age,  religion  he  fonakea. 

And  joins  thecirde  of  licentious  rakes ; 

The  whirling  eddy  of  life's  stream  pnnroes, 

Tbo'  nature  every  altribnte  refuse. 

See  him,  in  dandy  dress  and  proud  essay, 

Ogle  the  nymphs,  and  study  to  betray ; 

Poor  fingid  soul !  no  spark  of  youthful  fire 

Remains  to  gratify  a  Tain  desire ; 

Fled  is  the  god«  which  once  possessed  each  sense, 

And  leaves  him  a  mere  shade  of  impotence ; 

Useless  in  every  thing  that  tends  to  fame, 

Eicept  the  base  propensity  for  game ; 

True  honour  blushes,  valour  shakes  its  head, 

To  see  a  knate  like  this  disgrace  the  red. 

Look  in  the  Army  List,  behold  his  name, 

Reflecting  on  that  book  a  lasting  shame. 

A  British  chief,  who  more  than  once  or  twice, 

Explained  the  principles  of  ■    ■  ■     ■  dice. 

Can  you  the  name  of  that  old  swindler  guess  ? 
The  knowing,  ci^devdntj  French  Marquis  S. 
Each  day  his  fortune  at  the  Hell  he  seeks, 
And  lives  on  plunder  won  from  English  Greeks. 
Land  of  corruption  and  debauchery, 
Immoral  France !  we  owe  this  bane  to  thee. 
Tbo'  British  arms  defeat  thee  in  the  field, 
Britain  must  now  to  Gallic  vices  yield. 
Contagion,  which  extends  on  every  hand. 
And,  like  a  torrent,  inundates  the  land. 

The  gambling-house  displays  a  heterogeneous  mass 
of  human  character,  weakness,  folly,  and  duplicity, 
that  is  not  to  be  met  with  in  any  other  situation.  We 
shall  endeavour  to  place  an  impartial  picture  before 
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the  eyes  of  our  readers,  and  it  will  be  the  fault  of 
those  who  are  addicted  to  play,  if  they  do  not  profit 
by  the  exposure. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  principal  gambling- 
houses  : — 

The  G H -,  in  P—  M— ,  formerly  con- 
ducted by  a  Clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England, 
(lately  abolished).    In  addition  to  which,  there  are — 

.    Five  Houses  in  Pall  Mall  One  House  in  Jermyn-strcet 

Two  in  St.  Jamcs's-street  One  in  Cle\'eland-iow 

One  in  Bennett-street  One  iu  Piccadilly 

Two  in  King-street  One  in  Leicester-square 
Four  in  Bury-street 

To  which  might  be  added  a  long  list  of  minor 
Hells,  in  and  about  the  same  neighbourhood. 

Some  of  the  principal  Black  Legs  are  known 
among  their  own  fraternity  by  the  following  nick- 
names : — 

The  Leviathan  The  Mathematician 

The  Black  Dwarf  The  Hebrew  Star 

The  Calculator  Boniface 

The  Neptune  The  Four  German  Barons 

Jack  Spi^got^  CkMixing  Tom 

Captain  Whimper  The  Pill  GUder 

Mother  Bunch  Count  Bluster 

Ella  Rosenberg  Old  Square  Toes 
Portugal  John 

To  these  might  be  added  a  very  numerous  list  of 
persons  of  the  very  highest  rank  in  the  state,  not  ex- 
cepting some  of  orthodox  habits,  from  the  top  of  no- 
bility down  to  the  very  lowest  of  the  low,  the  scum 
and  outcast  of  society,  all  commingled  and  identified 
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in  one  roinous  vice ;  all  following  tiie  same  crimiiMil 
pursuits,  and  each  one  endeavouring,  by  every  means 
in  his  power,  to  ruin  his  fellow. 

Behold  Lord  —  in  affable  disoourse 
With  one  who  saddled  once  his  Lordship's  horse  ! 
Now,  by  a  system  of  deceptive  yice, 
False  cards,  false  character,  and  loaded  dice. 
He  lends  the  Peer,  by  adverse  fortune  cross*d« 
Part  of  the  money  which  his  Lordship  lost ; 
And,  for  five  thousand  pounds,  receives  again 
His  Lordship's  name,  and  I.  O.  U.  for  tan. 
The  humble  waiter  at  the  — -  Hotel 
Now  sups  with  noble  gambler?  at  Pall  Mall. 
He,  who  once  filled  a  servant's  wretched  place. 
Elbows  my  Lord,  and  tqpples  with  his  Grace. 
He,  who  wash*d  glasses  ere  superiors  drank, 
Assumes  equality  with  men  of  rank ! 
Presents  his  card,  and  with  presuming  air, 
Forgets  he  stood  behind  his  Ijordship's  chair. 

That  Marqnis,  ^ho  is  now  familiar  grown 
Wilh  every  reprobate  about  the  tewn, 
Once  fiird  his  high  and  enviable  sphere 

With  perfect  honour  as  a • 

Now  sad  transition !  all  his  Lordship's  nights 
Are  pass'd  with  black-legs  and  \^  ith  parasites ; 
His  days  with  fancy  adepts  of  the  ring, 

Except  he's  call'd  to  wait  upon 

For  tho'  degraded,  vicious,  and  impure. 

His  Lordship  holds  a  courtly  sinecure. 

Horse  jockies,  broken  tradesmen,  lawyers  see. 

In  vice  and  gaming,  ape  nobility. 

In  dress,  demeanor,  insolence,  and  look ; 

And  upstart is  equal  to  a  Duke. 

The  rage  of  gaming,  and  the  circling  glass,  . 
Eradicate  distinction  in  eadi  class ; 
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For  he,  n  ho  scarce  a  dinner  can  afford, 
Is  equal  in  importance  with  my  Lord. 
Thus  filthy  steams  from  stagnant  mud  arise, 
Change  into  meteors,  and  illume  the  skies. 
Which,  to  the  simple  rustic,  seen  afar. 
Appear  the  rivni.s  of  some  blazing  star. 

Sec  that  poor  fclloir,  who  the  rnfiians  flout. 
And  turn,  >^ith  marks  of  degradation,  out ; 
Perhaps  hfs  conduct  is  considered  low. 

Indecorous  and  unbecoming  ? No. 

'i'aii^jht  by  the  knaves  that  can  so  well  insf  met, 
The  luckless  *'  Pigeon"  has  been  fairly  pluck'd : 
His  poverty  it  is  wliich  now  provokes 
The  indignation  of  rapacious  "  rooks." 
But  yesterday,  that  simple  youth  mas  found. 
Proprietor  of  thirty  thousand  pounds. 
Inveigled  to  this  execrable  den. 
By  wretches  >\ho  disgrace  the  name  of  men. 
And  in  one  fatal  night  was  quickly  hurl'd, 
Without  a  doit,  on  an  unfeeling  world : 
Heart-broken,  pennyless,  he  ventures  home : 
But  tliere  the  bailiffs  had  already  come. 
Despair  attack*d  the  youth,  his  shame  to  hide, 
He  rushes  on  unmanly  suicide ; 
Madly  presents  a  pistol  to  his  head, 
And  life  for  ever  in  an  instant  fled. 

Such  was  unhappy  E tt's  early  doom ; 

Let  pity  drop  a  tear  upon  his  tomb. 
In  London',  where  two  public  crossways  meet. 
Another  wretched  gambler  met  his  fate. 
There  justice  does  a  felon's  grare  provide. 
For  the  abandon'd,  guilty  parricide*. 


*  This  dreadful  ci.'cumstance  is  of  too  recent  a  date  to  re* 
lire  in  this  ]^ace  a  more  partieolar  attentioii. 
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These  dens  hare  the  appearance  of  private  dwel- 
lings, with  the  exception,  that  the  hall  door  of  each 
is  left  ajar»  during  the  hoars  of  play,  like  those  of 
trap-cages,  \o  catch  the  passing  pigeons,  and  to  ob- 
viate the  delay  which  might  be  occasioned  by  knock- 
ing ;  a  delay  that  might  expose  the  customers  to  a 
glance  of  an  unsuspecting  creditor,  a  confiding  father, 
or  a  starving  wife.  It  is  generally  understood  that  a 
stranger  must  be  what  they  term  **  introduced'*  be- 
fore he  can  get  admission,  or  pemrisston^  to  lose  his 
money ;  and  this  is  to  obviate  the  danger  of  being 
surprised  by  the  officers  of  the  law :  but  it  is,  alas ! 
too  easy  to  break  through  that  rule ;  and  any  gentle- 
man, whom  the  door-keeper  has  sufficient  reason  to 
tiiink  is  not  a  constable,  finds  the  avenues  of  these 
labyrinths  too  ready  to  his  foot. 

On  passing  the  outer  door  the  visiter  is  impeded 
by  another  in  the  centre  of  the  hall,  in  which  is  con- 
structed a  small  spy-hole,  exiiibiting  the  fixed  ball  of 
a  ruffian's  eye,  intently  examining  his  figure.  If  the 
visiter  is  a  fair  pigeon  or  an  old  crow,  he  is  at  once 
admitted  by  this  Cyclops,  and  politely  bowed  up 
stairs ;  at  the  top  of  which  another  gate  unbars  its 
power.  To  this  succeeds  the  last  of  these  barriers,  a 
massy  iron  door,  which  on  opening  presents  the  vfsi- 
ters  of  the  house  with  a  scene  of  dazzling  astonish- 
ment. Around  an  oblong  table,  covered  with  green 
clotli,  assemble  the  votaries  of  gaming  on  each  side : 
while  in  the  centre  sit  the  priests  of  the  ceremony : 
one  to  deal  the  cards  and  decide  events,  the  other  to 
assist  him  in  collecting  the  plunder  following  these 
events.  Behind  the  company  are  seen  two  or  three 
of  the  proprietors,  with  eagle-eye,  watching  the  pro- 
gress of  Uieir  gains :  remorseless,  avaricious,  and 
happy,  unmarked  with  tlie  lines  of  care  which  con- 
tract and  deform  the  faces  of  their  victims, — "  they 
smile,  and  smile,  and  murder  while  tliey  smile.*' 

Their  attention  is  always  directed  to  the  Punters, 
(or  Players)  and  they  talk  and  take  snuflT  with  them, 
not  forgetting  to  explain  the  fairness  of  the  game, 
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and  the  great  losses  tliey  have  sustained !  While  the 
stranger's  eye  is  delighted,  and  his  avarice  stimulated 
by  a  profusion  of  money  flying  about  the  table, 
and  heaped  in  tlie  ccntre>  his  senses  become  harmo- 
nized with  his  hopes  through  the  influence  of  strong 
wines,  liquors,  ^&c.,  with  which  ho  is  unceasingly 
plied  by  the  obliging  waiters ;  and,  believing  that  his 
Midas  touch  must  turn  any  thing  into  gold,  be  boldly 
adventures. 

In  nine  cases  out  of  ten  he  is  successful  on  his  first 
night's  play  ;  and  in  the  glare  of  his  imaginary  good 
fortune,  he  loses  sight  of  all  tliat  proper  value  which 
he  had  before  been  accustomed  to  bestow  upon  his 
money ;  he  becomes  profuse  in  his  expenditure,  be- 
ITipving  that  half  an  hour  at  Rouge  et  Noir  will  make 
up  for  all,  and  he  blesses  the  inventor  of  a  system 
which  ensures  him  all  the  happiness  of  unlimited  for- 
time.  A  few  days,  or  weeks  at  most,  convince  him 
of  his  chimerical  castles;  and  poverty,  contempt, 
and  destruction,  tumble  in  upon  him  with  all  their 
horrors.  It  is  not  unfrequently  the  case,  that  men 
who  one  day  stood  beside  the  proprietors  of  these 
tables,  not  only  independently,  but  looked  down  upon 
them,  the  next  day  have  been  obliged  to  entreat  their 
pecuniary  assistance,  and  to  receive  the  mortiflcation 
of  a  refusal. 

DESCRIPTION    OF    A   GAMBLER   AT    ROUGE    ET    NOIR. 

It  is  heart-rending  to  observe  the  progress  of  the 
unfortunate  votaries  to  this  destructive  game,  as  they 
gradually  sink  into  the  various  stages  of  misery  and 
want.  A  young  man  of  fortune  is  first  seen  playing 
high  stakes,  with  hundreds,  and  even  thousands  of 
pounds  before  him;  he  has  alternate  success,  until 
losses  throw  him  oif  his  guard:  desperation  then 
>  seizes  him,  and  he  loses  all.  The  following  day  he 
appears  with  a  new  capital ;  and  again  is  ansuccessfiil. 
Thus  he  goes  on,  day  after  day,  until  his  resources 
ue  eadiattitad;  his  credit  gone,  and  hla  charaetcc 
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blasted;  he  can  now  only  play  occasionally,  and, 
when  he  does  play,  his  stidce  is  a  crown,  or  less,  as 
•the  gambling  house  he  frequents,  admits. 
'  His  appearance,  which  was  at  first  fashionable  and 
gay,  and'  his  clodies,  new  and  well-made,  are  now 
sadly  changed.  He  is  haggard  and  pale,  pining  under 
distress  and  care ;  has  passed  the  preceding  night  at 
the  Rouge  Table,  and  afterwards  lingered  the  time 
away  at  Hazard,  until  five  or  six  in  the  morning,  and 
finished  all  by  a  futile  attempt  at  borrowing  a 
crown,  probably  from  the  waiter  at  the  table ;  his 
fine  spirit  is  gone ;  he  shuns  the  companions  of  his 
brighter  days,  he  is  himself  avoided,  and  styled  a 
Crambler,  or  Black  Leg.  Llook  at  him, — ^where  is 
tfa^  Man  of  Fashion  ?  this  cannot  be  him,  this  young 
man  has  a  rusty  hat  and  thread-bare  coat  on:  he 
wears  patched  boots,  and  dirty  linen ;  his  pantaloons 
are  in  holes,  and  he  is  detected  sneaking  throu^ 
lanes  and  courts  to  avoid  his  crediotrs,  for  he  owes 
money  to  every  person  who  would  trust  him. 

Such  is  the  career  of  the  Rouge  et  Noir  G  ambler. 


CHAPTER  II. 

The  principal  Hell  described — Manoeuvres  of  the  Black  Legs — 
Anecdotes  of  a  Reverend  Divine,  its  founder  and  High  Priest 
— Cyprian  agency— Frequenters  of  the  G H-  ,  Anec- 
dotes of  Forgery. 

The  first  in  order,  and  in  consequence,  of  these 
Temples  of  Iniouity,  (which  has  lately  been  closed,) 

was  known  by  me  name  of  the  G H .    This 

spacious  building  waji  fitted  up  in  the  most  extrava- 
«nt  styto  of  modem  elegance,  a  profusion  of  chan- 
delien  and  canddabm  were  tastefully  arranged  to 
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light  the  victims  to  the  altar  of  seduction.  The  fur* 
niture  was  of  the  most  splendid  description,  and  in 
the  ante-room  were  arranged  a  collection  of  the  most 
fragrant  shrubs  and  choice  exotics,  forming  a  grove 
through  which  thQ  dupes  of  these  demons  were  led  to 
destruction. 

This  house  was  opened  by  a  joint  stock  company 
of  the  most  experienced  gamblers,  and  was  intended 
by  its  sumptuous  fittings,  and  extravagant  arrange- 
ments, to  have  been  exclusively  used  for  the  purpose 
of  easing  young  noblemen  and  men  of  fortune  of  their 
superfluous  cash,  and  the  unnecessary  incumbrance  of 
a  good  estate,  or  the  more  weighty  difficulty  of  a 
large  funded  property. 

The  project  originated  with,  and  was  carried  into 
execution  by,  a  Reverend  Divine,  who  oflSciated  as 
the  high-priest  of  this  Temple  of  Vice. 

As  there  arc  some  curious  circumstances  connected 
with  the  origin  of  this  house,  it  would  not  be  doing 
justice  to  the  parties  or  the  public  to  pass  thehi  by 
unnoticed,  particularly  as  the  history  abounds  with 
some  curious  characteristic  anecdotes  of  this  class  of 
persons. 

A  banker  had  become  enamoured  of  a  celebrated 
courtesan,  over  whose  confidence  the  Reverend  Pro- 
fessor of  the  Black  Art  had  a  most  unlimited  control. 
This  lady  lived  in  a  very  splendid  style,  kept  her  car- 
riage and  her  establishment  in  elegant  liveries,  gave 
splendid  parties  to  a  few  choice  friends,  and  was  in 
fact  the  gaze  of  fashion,  and  the  great  orb  of  attrac- 
tion among  the  licentious  and  the  giddy,  who  buzz 
around  the  unfathomable  whirlpool  of  destructive 
folly.  Many  were  the  attempts  of  the  Banker  to  ob- 
tain an  interview  witli  this  adorable,  but  all  his  ef- 
forts proved  abortive,  till  he  had  made  certain  ar- 
rangements witli  the  high-priest  of  her  presence,  her 
orthodox  confessor.  Acceptances  upon  the  Bank- 
ing house  were  given  for  a  sum  of  Five  Thousand 
Pounds,  and  to  this  was  added  a  bonus  of  Two 
Thousand  more  in  ready  rhino ;  such  was  the  infa 
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taation  of  this  deluded  man  foi;  a  notorious  Cjrpriin, 
who,  but  a  short  time  before  was  a  nightly  attendant 
in  the  lobbies  of  the  theatres. 

Up  to  this  period,  the  Parson  had  been  a  eonstant 
visiter  at  the  most  notorious  play-houses,  occasionally 
picking  up  a  crown  or  guinea  as  the  pigeons  were 
knocked  down  by  the  more  wealthy  and  successful 
players.  Tired  of  his  dependance  upon  this  preca- 
rious revenue,  and  elated  with  the  success  of  his  late 
negotiation  (which  far  exceeded  his  former  exploits 
with  a  French  chere  amie,)  the  Reverend  determined 
to  form  a  society  of  congenial  worthies  for  the  hu- 
mane and  moral  purpose  of  opening  a  superior  Gam- 
bling House.  The  abilities  of  the  Parson  were  too 
generally  ackiiowledged  not  to  be  highly  appreciated, 
and  accordingly  eight  other  depredators  embarked 
with  the  Parson  in  tiie  New  Gambling  Scheme. 

Tlie  house  was  opened  with  great  eclat,  but  the 
success  was  by  no  means  equal  to  the  anticipated  gains 
of  t6e  parties ;  in  diort,  the  thing  was  badly  managed ; 
the  entrance  through  seven  different  doors  before  you 
'gained  the  SafKtum  Sanctorum  was  rather  calculated 
to  create  suspicion  in  the  minds  of  the  most  volatile 
or  thoughtless  ;  in  fact,  the  object  was  too  notorious, 
and  young  men  of  fashion,  although  quite  foolish 
enough  generally  speaking,  were  not  to  be  duped  out 
of  their  money  quite  so  glaringly. 

A  separation  of  partnership  was  the  consequence, 
but  the  Parson  being  quite  as  well  versed  in  tlic  com- 
mon as  the  canon  law,  and  being  withal  in  possession 
of  the  premises,  determined  to  remain  in  statu  quo. 
This  was  a  gambling  transaction,  and  such  subjects 
are  always  viewed  with  a  suspicious  eye,  both  by 
judge  and  jury ;  the  Parson  was  therefore  under  no 
great  apprehensions  of  legal  reprisal,  and  being  thus 
firmly  seated  in  a  new  and  elegant  establishment,  de- 
termined to  stand  his  ground,  set  his  partners  at  de- 
fiance, and  keep  possession  of  the  property. 

Some  of  the  associated  robbers  brought  actions 
for  their  One  Thousand- Five  Hundred  Pounds  each. 
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but  tiie  Parson  managed  io  justify  the  bail,  and  the 
plaintiffs  were  too  wise  to  proce^. 

Ultimately  the  house  was  let  by  the  Parson  to  a 
company  of  Foreigners,  at  the  head  of  whom  was 

a  person  calling  himself  Baron .     The  rent 

was  thirty  guineas  per  day,  and  thirteen  guineas  more 
were  paid  for  house  expenses,  for  which  the  Parson 
supplied  the  company  with  wine,  sandwiches,  tea, 
coffee,  and  refreshments.  The  sums,  thus  paid,  will 
give  some  idea  of  the  enormous  gains  of  these  houses, 
and  to  this  is  to  be  added  the  sums  paid  to  the  dealers 
and  room-porters,  door-keepers,  &c.,  some  of  whom 
have  their  five  pounds  per  day,  and  all  are  very  li- 
berally rewarded. 

The  play  at  this  house  was  from  five  shillings  to 
nominally  one  hundred  pounds ;  but,  in  fact,  for  any 
sum  you  pleased,  by  its  being  previously  mentioned 
to  the  banker. 

The  chances  in  Rouge  et  Noir  are  about  two  per 
cent,  against  the  player  upon  every  stake  arising  from 
the  apre^s,  which  occur  twice  out  of  three  deals,  or 
about  twice  in  eighty  coos  or  events.  Hazard  was 
also  played  here  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  it  was  no 
unusual  circumstance  to  see  one  thousand  pounds 
upon  the  table  at  a  time. 

Some  short  time  after  the  Parson  had  opened  his 
Saloon,  he  found  out  that  some  forc:crics  had  been 
committed  upon  his  bank,  witli  respect  to  the  intro- 
duction of  ivory  counters  which  were  then  in  use. 
He  laid  a  wager  with  one  of  his  partners,  that  before 
twenty-four  hours,  he  would  detect  the  person  who 
brought  them  to  the  house.  A  gentleman  who  had 
been  in  the  daily  habit  of  playing  at  his  table,  hap- 
pened to  be  sent  for  by  a  friend,  with  whom  he  had 
made  an  appointment,  and  as  it  was  in  the  middle  of 
a  deal  he  did  not  wish  to  disturb  the  game  by  getting 
change  for  sixteen  counters  he  had  left,  and  told  the 
croupier  he  would  take  them  away,  and. return  and 
play  them  in  the  evening.  During  his  absence,  a  set 
of  silver  counters  were  substituted  in  lieu  of  the 
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17017,  and  when  he  came  in  the  evening,  he  found  to 
his  astonishment,  that  he  was  not  permitted  to  stake 
them ;  they  were  alleged  to  be  forgeries.  The  gen- 
tlemen protested  against  such  usage,  and  said  he  had 
received  them  at  the  table  in  the  momii^,  and  ap- 
pealed to  one  of  the  croupiers,  who  confirmed  his 
statements,  but  said  that  nothing  could  be  done  until 
the  Parson  made  his  appearance.  When  he  came  he 
examined  the  tokens,  and  declared  eight  out  of  six* 
teen  to  be  iaise,  charged  the  gentleman  with  having 
had  them  made,  and  said  he  had  a  person  in  the 
house  who  was  ready  to  swear  he  had  given  him  an 
order  to  make  fourteen  pounds  worth,  llie  gentle* 
man  demanded  to  be  confronted  with  him,  and  upon 
questioning  the  man  whether  he  had  ever  employed 
him,  he  declared  he  bad  never  seen  him  in  his  lijfe,  nor 
was  he  like  the  person  he  had  given  a  description  ot 
Upon  which  his  reverence  got  in  a  great  passion,  and 
awore  with  many  oaths  they  were  both  a  set  of  swind- 
lers, and  that  his  opinion  was  not  in  the  least  altered 
respecting  the  transaction,  and  that  he  had  now  won 
his  wager.  The  Parson  could  bully  in  safety  as  he 
knew  the  gentleman  could  not  resent  any  insult  he 
might  offer,  being  bound  over  by  his  friends  not  to 
play ;  and  if  it  were  known  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
so  doing  he  would  lose  a  considerable  annuity.  Of 
this  person  the  Parson  made  selection  as  an  instru- 
ment to  win  his  wager. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


The  Dandly  Hell  described — Militair  dupes — A  true  stae  of 
tiie  de^nerate  Sqn  of  an  eminent  Statesmen— Another  Hell 
farther  west. 


The  house  nt  the    corner   of  B Street,  St. 

James's,  kept  by is  generally  denominated  the 

dandy  house.  Here  the  most  elegant  suppers  are 
gratuitously  given  to  the  infatuated  punters,  as  an 
inducement  to  play ;  the  most  intoxicating  wines  are 
freely  distributed,  and  every  luxury  provided  that 
can  lull  suspicion,  and  promote  the  views  of  the  ex- 
perienced sharper.     The  stakes  here  are  from  five 

shillings  to  one  hundred  pounds,  but,  as  at  the  G 

H ,  for  any  sum  the  punter  pleases,  by  its  being 

previously  named  to  the  banker.  Many  of  the  young 
officers  of  the  guards,  and  some  clerical  associates, 
will  remember  their  reverses  in  this  house  while  they 
live. 

It  was  here  that  young was  first  initiated 

into  this  dreadful  vice,  and  afterwards  ruined  of  all 
the  property  bequeathed  to  him  by  his  lamented 
father ;  yet,  such  is  the  infatuation  of  this  young 
man,  that  he  still  continues!;  a  constant  visitant  at  all 
the  notorious  hells,  being  by  far  more  attentive  to 
the  study  of  rouge  et  noir  than  to  the  honourable 
and  lucrative  profession  which  rendered  his  father 
one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of  society. 

As  a  proof  of  the  destructive  effects  of  such  asso- 
ciations, we  shall  here  relate  an  anecdote  of  this 
young  man,  which,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  is  by  no 
means  a  singular  occurrence  among  the  dissipated 
and  thoughtless,  who,  driven  to  desperation,  seize 
on  any  circumstance  to  recover  some  portion  of  their 
losses.  This  young  sprig  of  fashion,  and  student  of 
Lincob*8  Inn,  after  losing  in  one  night  upwards  of 
seven  hnndred  pomkb,  wedt  to  a  pawn-broker*8  is 
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Jermyn* street,  disrobed  himself  of  his  shirt,  pledged 
it  for  the  paltry  sum  of  eight  shillings,  then  buttoned 
up  sans  linen,  and  returned  to- the  table,  where  he 
won  about  one  hundred  pounds  of  his  money  back 
again ;  and,  will  it  be  believed,  made  his  boast  of  ibm 
degrading  circumstance  which  had  enabled  him  to 
resume  the  same. 

And  is  there  then  no  bold  indignant  hand. 
Among  the  mighty  judges  of  the  land, 
To  seize  the  sword  of  justice  with  a  frown. 
And  cut  such  scandalous  offenders  down  ? 
Shall  petty  TiUains  only  feel  with  awe, 
The  'Strong  and  retributive  arm  of  law  ? 
Shall  paltry  robbers,  destitute  of  hope, 
Be  doom*d  by  poverty  to  find  a  rope  ? 
And  shall  some  coronated,  titled  knave. 
Continue  public  morals  to  deprave. 
Whose  high  example  widely  Spreads  abroad, 
Producing  plunder,  perfidy,  and  fraud, 
Until  at  length,  atrocious  love  of  gain, 
It  adds  the  link  of  murder  to  the  chain  ? 

Next  in  destructive  consequence  to  the  Hell  we 

last  described  is  one  in  K Street,  St.  James. 

The  proprietors  of  this  den  of  infamy  have  assisted 
in  no  small  degree  for  some  years  to  people  the 
King's  Bench  prison.  The  public  cannot  fail  to  be 
benefited  by  a  full  view  of  tlie  internal  mechanism 
by  which  this  diabolical  engine  is  kept  in  daily 
motion. 

There  are  four  croupiers,  who  alternately  deal  the 
cards.  One  formerly  a  commissariat  clerk ;  a  bro- 
ther to  the  proprietor  (and  of  slight-of-hand  notoriety, 
having  always  at  command  a  thirty-one  apres^  when* 
ever  the  stakes  are  high);  one  a  disciple  of  the 
famous  Monsieur ;  and,  last,  Mr. . 

These  gentry  are  in  perfect  trainiog,  and  move  as 
regular  as  cloctwork,  receiving  a  stipeiid  of  firoa 
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three  to  four  pounds  per  week,  and  a  per  centage 
upon  the  winnings,  or  rather  plunder.  This  is  done 
with  a  view  to  keep  them  upon  the  alert,  and  to  ex- 
tinguish any  spark  of  pity  that  might  kindle  in  their 
bosom :  in  a  few  weeks  tiiey  become  as  callous  and 
bard-hearted  as  their  employers. 

There  are  also  in  the  constant  pay  of  the  concern, 
a  number  of  ruined  gamesters,  who  are  employed  in 
the  capacity  of  recruiting  officers,*  who  frequent  the 
fashionable  coiFee-houses  at  the  west-end,  insinuate 
themselves  into  the  society  of  young  men  of  fashion, 
introduce  them  to  the  houses,  and  are  paid  a  bonus 
by  the  proprietors,  great,  in  proportion  to  the  sura 
their  victim  has  been  robbed  of. 

When  the  company  musters  thick,  and  there  is 

much  play, and  h^s  hoary-headed  colleague 

take  their  seats  at  the  table  opposite  to  each  other, 
and  deal  the  cards  by  turns.  Their  fame  for  slight 
of  hand  is  too  well  known  to  require  any  comment ; 
suffice  it  to  say,  that  when  they  preside,  tiie  colour 
on  which  the  most  money  is  staked  is  sure  to  lose,, 
or  if  stakes  are  nearly  equal  on  both,  a  thirty-one 
apres  is  made,  which  gives  them  the  half  of  both, 
the  stakes. 

This  is  playing  a  sure  game,  and  numberless  are 
the  victims  whom  these  alT-devouring  monsters  have 
thus  destroyed ;  many  are  the  instances  of  men,  who> 
after  having  been  ruined  by  them,  have  been  brought 
to  the  gallows.  They  have  caused  more  ruin  than 
plague,  pestilence,  or  famine,  could  have  done; 
their  system  of  play  is  founded  on  deceit  of  all  sorts, 
and  by  such  means  they  rise  like  mushrooms,  become 
suddenly  rich,  owing  their  wealth  to  no  qualities  but 
such  as  are  most  despicable,  and  holding  in  utter 
contempt  those  who  strive  to  gain  an  independence 
by  slow  and  honest  means.  Fraud  and  villany  are 
the  deities  worshipped  by  themi  and  at  the  shrine 


*  Tlie  Black  Dwarf  is  cautoin  of  the  baod. 
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of  their  insatiate  avarice,  is  immolated  the  victim, 
^o,  had  he  not  been  decoyed  to  this  den  of  thieves, 
might  still  have  continued  to  be  happy. 

To  illustrate  this,  let  me  cite  the  example  of  one 

of  the  first brokers  upon  'Change,  who,  a  few 

years  ago,  rolled  in  wealthy  whom  they  have  actually 
stripped  of  incalculable  sums,  and  now  reduced  next 
door  to  beggery.  Of  all  the  Hells  about  St.  James  s, 
this  is  the  most  infamous  (the  parson  s  excepted)  and 
its  proprietors  ought  to  be  held  up  to  public  exe- 
cpition. 

Two  gallants,  the  Mr. *s  young  men,  brothers, 

officers  in  the  army,  who,  after  having  escaped  the 
dangers  and  perils  of  the  peninsular  war,  returned 
home  to  enjoy  in  the  bosoms  of  their  families  that 
peace  and  comfort  which  their*- patrimony,  of  which 
they  had  lately  become  possessed,  promised  them 
the  enjoyment,  became  the  prey  of  the  recruiting 
seijeants  belonging  to  this  establishment,  in  three 
years  were  fleeced  of  a  very  large  sum  of  money, 
and  very  speedily  both  were  confined  in  prison. 

Let  us  next  take  a  peep  a  few  doors  lower  in  the 

same  street,  kept  by the  elder,  and  Dick , 

of  E.  O.  table,  and  false-dice  notoriety.  This  Hell 
is  less  in  rank,  though  not  least  in  villany,  to  the 

foregoing;  the  aiders  and  abettors  are  Bill  , 

son  to  the  aforementioned,  who  bids  fair  to  rival  his 

sire  in  the  arts  of  false  play ;  ,  commonly  styled 

Tommy ,  ci-devant  conductor  of  stores  to  the 

army,  a  complete  Greek,  always  ready  at  hand,  to 

second  the  motion  of  Dick ,  when  a  Johntnf 

Neu)Come  is  to  be  fleeced  ;  and  last,  not  least,  behold 

Squire ,  who,  under  the  most  meek  and  saocti* 

fied  outward  appearance,  conceals  all  the  tricks  and 
devices  of  an  experienced  black-leg,  a  perfect  lago. 

Of  such  materials  is  composed  the  staff  of  this 
establishment,  besides  a  good  corps  de  reserve,  al- 
ways at  hand. 

They  profess  to  place  on  the  table  a  bank  of  three 
hundred  pounds,  but  it  scaree  ever  exeaeds  one  hun- 
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dred  and  fU*ty  pounds,  and  with  this  trifling  sum, 
they  contrive  to  win  from  four  hundred  to  five  hun- 
dred pounds  daily,  and  'tis  not  rare  to  see  an  indi- 
vidual lose  from  eight  hundred  to  twelve  hundred 
pounds  at  a  sitting.  The  stakes  are  from  two  shil- 
lings and  six-pence  to  twenty-five  pounds ;  one  shil- 
ling and  six-pence  and  two  shillings  are  frequently 
put  down  by  tlie  broken  punter,  and  the  smallest 
donations  are  thankfully  received  by  the  bank. 

You  may  daily  behold  at  tlie  table  individuals 
who  constantly  win ;  they  are  in  tlie  secrets  of  the 
cabinet,  and  play  for  the  bank  in  order  to  delude 
the  young  and  unsuspecting  punter  into  a  belief 
there  is  a  possibility  of  winning,  although  experience 
proves  that  certain  ruin  is  sure  to  overtake  him  who 
is  so  infatuated  as  to  persist  in  followrng  up  this 
destructive  game. 

They  seldom,  at  this  house,  give  tlie  broken-down 
player  the  opportunity  of  resorting  to  the  pawn- 
broker to  recruit  his  finances ;  if  the  victim  has 
about  his  person  a  valuable  watch,  seals,  chain, 
diamond  broach,  or  ring,  from  the  moment  of  his 
entering  this  den  of  thieves.  Tommy has  al- 
ready calculated  its  probable  value,  and  steps  for- 
ward and  generously  offers  to  lend  about  half  its 
worth,  on  this  security,  encouraging  the  poor  fellow 
again  to  try  his  luck,  and  he  has  always  at  his  elbow 
one  of  the  recruiting  squad  to  recount  some  unac- 
countable story  of  Mr.  Such-a-one,  who  borrowed 
a  few  pounds  on  the  security  of  his  watch,  and  won 
all  the  money  on  the  table.  The  poor  fellow  is 
credulous,  again  ventures,  and,  in  a  few  moments, 
loses  his  last  stake.  When  it  is  considered  that  his 
means  are  exhausted,  and  he  neglects  to  redeem  his 
pledges,  in  a  few  days,  he  is  deemed  completely 
plucked,  and  is  refused  admittance,  unless  he  is  base 
enough  to  consent  to  introduce  some  candidate  who 
is  flmh  (to  use  the  cant  words),  in  which  case  he  is 
enrolled  on  the  recruiting  service,  and  is  paid  in  pro- 
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portion  to  the  rain  he  entails  on  those  who  may  be 
weak  enough  to  be  deladed  by  him. 

The  baidk  can  at  fint  sight  detect  a  forged  note, 
being  adepts  in  that  scirace ;  yet  'tis  very  strange 
how  many  forged  notes  are  received  by  the  panters, 
and  if  they  attempt  to  return  them  they  are  threat- 
ened with  exposure.  iThese  practices,  strange  as 
it  may  appear,  are  carried  on  in  the  open  face  of 
day,  and  in  defiance  of  the  wise  laws  which  have 
been  enacted  to  prevent  excessive  and  destructire 
Jfaming. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Two  or  three  Sub-Hells  described— Their  internal  Economy- 
Proprietors,  Frequenters,  Recruiting  Staff,  and  Dupes— The 
Knight  of  the  Needle— The  Porpoise— The  Military  Black- 
legs—The French  Gang— The  Game  of  /?(wiA'^/t— Importa- 
tion of  French  Roulette  Tables— The  Hazard  and  Rouge  d 
Noir  Gang— Plebeian  Proprietors— The  Cheltenham  Branch 
of  Black-legs. 

Proceed  we  next  to  a  description  of  one  of  the 

Hells  in  B Street,  St.  James's.     The  door  is 

decorated  with  a  brass  plate,  bearing  the  name  of  a 
pretended  c merchant.  The  hours  of  destruc- 
tion in  this  place  are  from  one  to  four  in  the  forenoon, 
and  from  seven  to  eleven  or  twelve  at  night. 

This  Hell  is  an  immense  gulf,  in  which  many  have 
been  totally  swallowed  up,  many  very  much  shattered 
and  damaged,  some  quite  disjointed  and  broken  to 
pieces ;  some,  perhaps,  may  have  escaped  the  com- 
iMAii  wreck,  but  the  number  of  the  last  is  very  small. 
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The  proprietor!  and  setten-up  of  the  game  of 

Rouge  et  Nair,  at  this  place,  are,  1st,  a  notorious 

.  black-leg,  who  has  realized  a  good  fortune  at  the 

trade,  and  is  said  to  be  the  proprietor  of  a  large 

estate  at  Sydenham  in  Kent. 

2d.  J ,  yclept  Vulcan^  from  his  being 

lame ;  if  report  speaks  true,  'tis  said  he  was  hurled 
(not  from  heaven),  but  from  a  second-floor  window, 
by  a  son  of  Mars,  some  years  since,  for  some  little 
irregularity  in  casting  the  bones.  His  present  occu- 
pation is  that  of  catching  Pigeons,  with  a  net  of  his 
awn  construction,  the  meshes  of  which  are  so  artfully 
woven  as  to  be  imperceptible,  and  very  few,  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  be  caught,  escape  complete 
plucking  from  the  fangs  of  this  Polyphemus. 

3d.  Captain .  He  may  never  have  distin- 
guished himself  in  that  capacity,  but  it  must  be  al- 
lowed that  the  trade  he  has  been  following  up,  for 
some  years  past,  has  disgraced  him  as  an  officer  and 
a  gentleman.  He  is  a  character  devoid  of  moral 
feeling,  who  did  not  scruple  to  initiate  his  son  in  the 
mysteries  of  the  Pandemonium,  and  made  him  his 
locum  tenens^  while  forced  to  secrete  himself,  in  con- 
sequence of  writs  beio^  issued  against  him.  Men, 
however  depraved,  generally  wish  to  keep  their  off- 
spring free  from  depravity ;  but  with  him  'tis  quite 
the  reverse,  lucre  is  his  god,  and  at  its  shrine  he  does 
not  scruple  to  sacriflee  parental  duty  and  affection, 
and  without  compassion  or  remorse,  converts  into 
deadly  poison  the  food  he  administers. 

4th.  —  ,  commonly  known  by  the  appel- 
lation Jot  Jemmy .     He  goes  by  many  names, 

and  is  as  complete  a  master  of  the  art  of  legerdemain 
as  any  professor  at  present  exhibiting  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  St.  James's ;  famous  for  the  undeviating  and 
continued  assiduity  with  which  he  has  pursued  his 
gambling  career  from  year  to  year — ^whose  depth  of 
calculating  villany  is  only  exceeded  by  his  power  of 
MBuming  the  semblance  of  modesty,  a  saiut  in  ap- 
pearance, but  a  dmon  in  reality !  1 1 
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These  are  flie  proprietors  of  this  Hen — a  qoartetto 
of  fit  associates!  who  haye  formed  an  odious  and 
abominable  conspiracy  to  effect  the  ruin  of  all  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  ^ome  within  their  vortex. 

A  notice,  framed  and  glased/ to  the  following  pur- 
port, .  is  exhibited  most  conspicuously  opposite  each 
entrance  of  the  rooms : — **  The  bank  will  be  on  the 
table  precisely  at  one  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  till  four 
o'clock,  and  in  the  evening  at  seven  till  eleven ;  the 
stakes  are  from  two  diillings  and  sixpence  to  twenty 
pounds." 

The  staff  of  this  establishment  is  not  so  numerous, 
but  equally,  if  not  better,  organised  than  that  of  their 
neiglibours;  There  are  three  craupiers  in  daily  at- 
tendance. One»  a  ci-devant  dealer  in  cattle,  from 
Yorkshire,  who,  in  an  unlucky  moment  was  induced 
to  play,  lost  his  all,  and  became  a  Pigeon,  and,  ts 
a  dernier  resort,  was  forced  to  take  service  under  the 
banners  of  the  Captain.  He^  however,  to  speak  the 
truth,  is  a  good  sort  of  a  fellow^  ''  as  the  phrase 
goes,"*  merely  a  dealer,  and  not  initiated  in  the  mys- 
teries of  the  black  art,  and  is  possessed  of  more  feel- 
ing than  could  be  supposed  to  be  left  to  one  of  his 
employ.  ^ 

Next  comes  a  knight  of  the  needle^  who,  feeling 
himself  above  his  calling,  and  *'  malicious  fate  hav- 
ing given  him  high  notions  and  a  small  estate,''  tlirew 
cabbage  to  the  dogs  (it  was  not  profitable  enough), 
slept  all  day  and  diced  all  night ;  being  raw  and  un- 
ex])cricnced  found  himself  deficient  of  tlie  quelquc 
chose,  and  joined  a  band  of  strolling  players — ^|)aid 
his  footing,  and  was  admitted  a  member  of  the  asso- 
ciation, and  from  that  time  permitted  to  vend  hii 
quaint  saying,  ply  his  nostrums,  and  physic  tlie  flats. 
Such  were  his  natural  abilities,  that  from  an  entered 
apprentice  he  was  raised  to  a  fellow  crqfi,  and  with 
hasty  strides  soon  acquired  the  rank  of  a  free  and 
acce])tefi  black-leg.  Scorning  to  be  a  satellite,  be 
was  not  tardy  in  eclipsing  hu  teachers,  and  blared 
forth  upon  the  horizon  b  Ixed  atar  of  tte  firat  mag- 
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nitude.  Nothiitg  could  escape  hiin,  every  passing 
meteor  being  obliged  to  pay  tribute;  those  who» 
previous  to  iiis  appearance,  conceived  themseives  in 
the  ascendency,  were  soon  proved  to  be  in  the  de- 
cline. He  was  a  good  judge,  for  be  always  backed 
the  caster  out;  he  could  read  the  book  of  fate,  foretel 
events,  and  was  even  gifted  with  second  sight! !!  His 
being  no  borrowed  light,  he  felt  assured  he  could 
work  in  the  open  face  of  day  as  well  as  by  night*. 
He  sold  his  knowledge  to  tlie  proprietors  of  this 
house;  and  it  is  here  this  worthy  officiates  at  the 
game  of  Rouge  et  iVbir,  having  always  ready  a 
quaint  saying,  or  an  obscene  jest  (for  he  is  disgust- 
ingly foul-mouthed),  to  divert  the  attention  of  his 
punters  from  the  tricks  he  is  ])laying  them.  He  as- 
sumes the  most  careless  manner  uf  dealing  the  cards, 
and  an  observer  would  draw  the  conclusion,  that  he 
is  naturally  awkward;  in  fact,  he  appears  every  tiling 
but  a  professor.  How  many  have  been  deceived  by 
him,  how  many  have  reason  to  curse  tlie  day  they 
came  in  contact  with  him  ! 

Seated  opposite  to  him  may  be  seen  the  golden 
knight,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Porpoise^ 
from  the  unwieldy  bulk  of  his  stinking  carcass,  for 
it  **  hath  an  ancient  and  fish-like  smell. 

This  hero  is  not  so  barefaced,  yet  not  a  whit  less 
rogue  than  the  knight  of  the  needle.  He  is  a  good 
dealer,  and  surprisingly  active  at  his  trade ;  he  can 
handle  the  cards  witli  such  ease,  *that  the  punters  very 
soon  find  themselves  eased  of  the  weight  of  their 
cash.  Should  he  hear  any  complain  of  ill  luck,  he 
gives  them  some  consolatory  speech,  coupled  with  tlie 
assurance  that  if  they  will  but  *'  call  again  to-mor- 
row," it  is  more  than  probable  they  shall  retrieve 
their  loss ;  for,  says  he,  (while  he  is  shuffling,  or  ra- 
ther packing  the  cards,)  'tis  very  singular  to  be  for 
ever  hearing  gentlemen  complaining  tliey  always  lose ; 
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I  ean  assure  them  (drawing  himself  up  in  his  ehair^ 
and  looking  big),  we  ha^e,  I  me^^  the  bank  has* 
been  losing  for  the  last  ei^t  months.** — ''  Tis  true, 
so  help  me  Bob/'  echoes  the  tailor ;  his  dduded  an- 
dience,  for  the  most  part,  take  this  for  granted,  and 
keep  at  the  game  as  long  as  there  is  a  shot  in  the 
locker,  but  alas !  their  eyes  are  only  open  to  conric* 
tion  when  'tis  too  late. 

In  fact,  to  those  who  are  not  in  the  secret  of  the 
Pandemonium,  it  would  appear  the  bank  did  not  win; 
for  the  moment  any  punter  has  been  fleeced  by  the 
confederated  black-legs  present,  in  conies  one  of  thdr 
squad,  and,  after  exchanging  a  few  winks  and  signi* 
ficant  nods  .with  the  dealers,  plays  the  highest  stakes, 
and  soon  clears  the  bank  of  the  winnings,  makes  his 
exit,  and  as  soon  as  strangers  have  withdrawn,  re- 
turns, and  pays  back  the  money,  receiving  his  per 
centage  for  the  job. 

It  is  impossible  to  have  any  suspicion  of  these 
gentry,  as  they  are  dressed  in  the  very  height  of  fa- 
shion, and  come  to  the  door  either  in  their  gig  or  on 
horseback,  attended  by  a  senvant.  The  Captain 
keeps  a  gig  for  that,  very  purpose ;  some  of  these 
gentry  are  styled  captains,  colonels,  and  baronets. 
Having  played  their  part  for  a  term,  they  are  relieved 
by  other  actors  ;  they  are  in  perfect  training  ;  and  a 
very  lucrative  employment  it  is. 

Let  us  now  take  a  cursory  view  of  the  company 
frequenting  this  hell.  A  bullying,  thrice-bankrupted 
horse-dealer,  and  a  pawn-broker  from  the  Strand,  are 
in  daily  attendance,  the  first  a  rogue  in  grain,  and  a 
sharp ;  tlie  second  a  fiat^  who,  if  be  has  but  for  a 
while  longer  the  run  of  the  house,  will  be  forced  to 
take  refuge  up  his  own  spout ;  they  both  act  as  sup- 
porters to  an  elegant,  accomplished,  and  facetious 

A of  P ,  who,  though  a  severe  sufferer, 

swears,  he  will  die  game,  '*  and  cack-a-doodle-doo 
crow  whilst  he  can."  Many  of  his  acquaintance  have 
wondered  why  he  put  down  his  curricle ;  had  they 
known  he  playid  nugt  el  mir^  and  French  haiard. 
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they  wMld  have  been  able  to  account  satisfactorily 
fer  the  circumstance. 

Abioog  the  numerous  visitors,  behold,  also  a  city 

broker,  a  German  lieutenant,  old ,  sumamed 

the  Bishop,  a  hatter  from  Oxford-street,  a  collector 
of  poor  rates,  an  army  agent,  and  the  little  whipper- 
snapper,  meomrer  of  miles,  near  Charing  Cross,  for- 
merly a  partner  in  the  firm  of  this  hell.  The  little  Tom- 
tit, or  Lady-killer, of  the  M.  Mil.,  and  the  brave 

major  and  learned  doctor  of  the  same  regiment.  The 
latter  swears  it  gives  him  tlie  jaundice  to  be  so  fleeced, 
and  declares  he  will  leave  it  off,  yet  is  sure  to  be  the 
first  at  play  tlie  next  day. 

Two  Roulette  Banks  are  daily  and  nightly  open, 

in  B Street,  St.  James's,  of  which  Monsieur 

'    ■  is  the  principal  manager  ;  tlie  other  in  P 
Place,  St.  James's  under  the  auspices  of  Monsieur 

— — —  and  Mynheer ,  well  known  by  tlic 

name  of  the  Hebrew  Star.  This  concern  is  reaping  a 
golden  harvest ;  they  have  contrived  to  ileece  Colonel 
■  of  some  very  heavy  sums, 

This  game  of  Roulette,  ^;ig/tce^  Roly-poly,  seems 
tfl  have  taken  deep  root,  and  the  number  of  its  dupes 
seem  to  be  daily  increasing.  Other  tables  have  found 
Uieir  way  across  the  channel  *,  together  with  a  set  of 
French  croupiers. 

This  Mons.  B.  is  concerned  with  all  the  roulette 
banks  in  London, — to  him  we  owe  the  introduction 
of  this  pestilence,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  the  re- 
tributive arm  of  justice  will  reach  this  delinquent  be« 
fore  he  has  time  to  secure  his  unlawful  gains  and  de- 
part from  this  country.  Let  the  police-officers  be  on 
the  alert. 

^  It  If  wonderful  how  thej  continue  to  get  these  roulette  ta- 
bles to  this  country :  they  surely  are  too  bulky  to  be  smugelcd 
as  a  parcel  of  Frenoh  lace.  Do  the  Custom-house  officers  ulow 
them  to  pass  on  paying  duty  ?  The  natural  supposition  would 
b^  thai  the  use  of  such  article  being  strictlv  ptohibited  in  the 
txmairfi  they  would  be  cDnsidered  as  contFabaad,  and  the  indi- 

fidads  attraqptuig  to  introduce  th^ 

3b 
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One  of  the  principal  Htils  is  a  hocne  the  eer- 
ncr  of  — —  Row,  Piccadilly,  where  Hazard 
and  Rouge  et  Noire  are  played  for  tiie  benefit  of 
a  company  of  six  black  legs.  As  two  of  the  pro* 
prietors  are  so  notorious  for  every  description  of  ftnd 
play»  it  was  thought  prudent  their  names  had  better 
be  kept  a  secret.  A——  of  Sloane  Street,  was  a 
groom-porter  to  a  person  that  kept  a  Hazard  table  at 
the  comer  of  St.  James's  Street,  some  few  years  back. 
He  then  went  to  a  coffee  house  in  the  same  street, 
C.  was  a  fishmonger's  man  in  the  Strand,  but  was  aH 
ways  amongst  low  Greeks,  at  the  inferior  Hells,  tilt 
he  became  what  they  call  a  good  workman,  at  card- 
and  dice.  Another  proprietor  was  originally  a  light- 
erman, tugging  at  the  oar  on  the  Thames,  and  being 
considered  a  good  ruffian,  he  was  employed  by  P— — 
of  lottery  fame,  (who  kept  a  gaming-house  in  Pall 
Mall,)  also  as  croupier^  or  groom  porter,  as  he  might 
be  wanted.  A  circumstance  one  night,  when  he  was 
dealing  the  cards  at  faro^  fixed  his  fortune.  Sir 
C— *—  was  playing,  and  having  won  a  large  sum  of 
money  at  Hazard,  and  being  elate  with  his  success, 
said  to  a  gentleman  that  was  with  him,  *'  If  I  win  this 

stake,  I  will  give  it  to  the  croupie,"  which  was  C . 

The  baronet  won,  and  as  he  did  not  play  any  more 
that  night,  he  gave  it  to  C .  The  sum  was  fif- 
teen or  seventeen  hundred  pounds.  C  has  been 
known  to  say,  that  he  has  never  wanted  money  since. 
He  after  this  attended  Newmarket — got  concerned 
with  the  training  grooms  and  jockeys,  and  now  is  a 
great  man  in  his  own  estimation  ;  he  is  a  little  hurt  at 
his  old  acquaintance  calling  him  by  the  name  of 
Happy  Jerrj/. 

There  is  a  new  firm  of  Greeks  established  at  Chel- 
tenham, who  think  themselves  very  snug.  The  pro- 
prietors  of  this  firm  are,  a  person  of  the  name  of 

K ,  master  of  the  rooms,  a  son  of  K ,  who 

kept  a  Hazard  table,  in  Jermyn-street,  and  Pall  Mall : 
also  a  Mr.  B ,  who  was  a  Billiard  sharp  in  Lon- 
don for  years.    This  Bx ,  was  considered  the  bat 
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packer  of  cards  at  Rouge  et  Noir  of  any  of  them, 
and  cogger  of  a  dice  on  dice,  so  you  may  judge  how 
the  people  are  fleeced  here.     The  other  partner^s 

name  is ,  a  broken  down  lawyer  ;  this  gentleman 

is  considered  clever  at  all  games ;  he  can  hand,  reef, 
and  steer  with  any  one  of  them ;  he  has  a  wife  that 
is  reported  as  clever  as  himself,  and  can  cog  a  die,  or 
pad  the  cards  at  Whist,  or  any  otlier  game,  as  well 
or  better  than  her  spouse.  This  gentleman  has  a 
cottage,  where  he  gives  elegant  supper  parties,  or 
dinner,  as  it  may  suit.  They  arc  carrying  on  a  roar- 
ing trade.  The  last  mentioned  hero  keeps  his 
hunter  and  dogs,  and  picks  up  a  number  of  flats  in 
the  winter,  with  the  assistance  of  a  certain  Colonel 
,  a  sprig  of  fashion  in  tlie  neighbourhood. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Description  of  the  destructive  Game  of  Rouge  et  Noir — The 
table — Ceremony  of  Playing,  ^r. — Calculations  of  the  odds 
fur  and  against  the  Punter — The  absolute  impossibilitv  of 
winning  against  the  Bank  clearly  demonstrated — Estimate 
of  the  enormous  sums  lost  and  won  in  a  given  period— Par- 
ticulars of  a  Test  Wager — Characteristic  Anecilotes  of  the 
Leading  Sharks — Description  of  the  Game  of  Roulette,  or 
Rolv-polv. 

Rouge  et  Noii\  or,  as  tlic  French  call  it  Trcnlc  ct 
Qiiarante,  was  ^introduced  into  this  coiuitry  sonic 
twenty-five  or  thirty  years  ago,  and  took  the 
place  of  Faro,  which  has  not  been  publicly  played 
for  many  years ;  indeed,  the  odds  at  that  game,  and 
the  fraudulent  tricks  practised  by  the  bankers,  soon 
rendered  the  game  obsolete.  Rouge  ct  Noir  is  daily 
and  nightly  played  at  all  the  Hells,  about  thirty  in 
number,  in  St  James's. 

The  company  take  their  seats  at  an  oblong  table, 
about  six  yards  long,  and  two  and  a  half  broad ;  on 
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each  side,  at  the  eentre»  aila  a  eitmpler  (i  e/Mier) 
with  bank  notes  and  gold  before  ^n,  and  in  tntf 
one  of  these  worttiies  deal  the  cards,  ttiafe  is  thnr 
deals  each  in  snccession*  At  about  eighteen  indhei* 
from  each  extremity  of  the  table,  whieh  is  oorefoi 
with  green  cloth  after  the  fashion  of  a  Billiard  taMir; 
there  are  two  patches,  one  red  and  the*  other  blaek^ 
about  three  feet  and  a  half  long  by  two  fiset-  and  a 
half  broad ;  above  these  there  are  two  spaeee  marked 
by  a  yellow  line.'  The  punters,  for  so  tfie  pmaif 
who  play  are  called,  place  upon  die  patches,  either  oil 
the  red  or  black  patches  as  they  may  fancy«  llMsias 
of  money  they  widi  to  stake.  The  cartt  are  liiso 
shuffled,  which  consist  of  six  paoks,  and  teliaa  fsHowl' 
Court  cards  are  valued  at  ten  pips,  and  aces  fbr  ime^ 
other  cards  as  they  are  markedi  The  dealer,  tddag 
up  a  handful  of  cards  goes  on.  dealing  the  first  row; 
wiiich  is  always  for  the  black,  and  stops  as  sooit  as 
the  pips  exceed  thirty ;  thuh  if  he  deals  out  thiee 
court  cards,  or  three  tens,  whidi  make  thirty,  bs 
must  go  on  with  another  card,  which  we  will  suppose 
to  be  an  ace,  it  makes  thirty-one,  the  lowest  number. 
He  then  stops  and  cries  one,  deals  out  anotiier  row 
for  the  red,  and  if  the  pips  exceed  thirty-one  the  red 
loses.  Thus  an  eight,  two  tens,  and  a  five,  wirioh 
make  thirty-three  pips,  he  cries  three,  red  loses,  and 
goes  on  in  this  manner,  taking  the  lowest  number 
between  thirty  and  forty.  The  money  staked  on 
tlic  losing  colour  is  drawn  by  the  croupiers  with  a 
rake  of  the  shape  of  a  garden  hoe,  and  an  equal  sqm 
paid  to  what  has  been  staked  upon  the  winraag 
colour. 

The  odds  at  tliis  game  in  favour  of  the  bank,  i£ 
no  fraud  is  practised,  may  be  reckoned  at  about  two 
and  a  half  per  cent 

When  both  colours  turn  up  thirty-one,  which  is  caU 
led  a  one  apres^  the  money  staked  on  both  colours 
is  drawn  within  tlie  two  spaces  mentioned,  and  the 
players  have  the  option  of  bahrihg  their  stake  wrU^ 
the  bank,  or  trusting  to  the  chance  of  the  next 
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be  tivtiq  it  then  upon  the  winning  eoUmr  receioei  bad 
hb  miginal  stake  onfy,  and  the  croupiers  draw  tfie 
money  on  the  losing  side;  so  that  every  time  a 
thirty-one  apres  occurs,  the  bank  wins  half  the  money 
staked  upon  the  table.  The  average  is,  that  three 
thirty-one  apres  takes  place  in  two  deals,  or  nineteen 
'  events ;  each  deal  consists  of  nevcf  less  than  twenty- 
ei|^t  coiips  or  events. 

To  give  an  idea  of  the  profits  accruing  to  the 
.  keepers  of  these  Hells,  let  us  select  the  one  kept  by 

J-, D and  R. D in  K Street, 

St  James's,  one  of  the  minor  Hells,  where  to  a 
certainty  ten  pounds  may  be  averaged  to  be  staked 
through  the  year  upon  every  event  They  play  at 
this  Hell  fiiH  eight  hours  per  day,  three  deals  take 
place  every  hour,  whieh  makes  twenty-four  deals  per 
day.  Consequently  thirty- six  one  apres  takes  place, 
on  each  of  which  they  win  five  pounds,  making  180/. 

Gr  day,  1080i.  per  week,  and  56,160/.  per  annum, 
this  estimate  the  stakes  are  averaged  very  low, 
for  frequently  may  be  seen  from  50/.  to  300/.  staked 
upon  a  coop  or  event. 

Those  who  are  infatuated  or  silly  enough  to  follow 
this  destructive  game  for  any  length  of  time,  are 
sure  to  be  fleeced  of  their  last  farthing;  and  the 
foregoing  calciulation  has  clearly  proved,  that  a  per- 
son playing  every  day  at  Rouge  et  Noir,  and  staking 
only  one  pound  on  each  event,  is  sure  to  be  loser  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  to  the  amount  of  5616/.  Suppose 
a  person  stakes  only  half-a-crown  on  each  event,  he 
must  pay  to  the  bai^  for  thirty-six  apres  four  pounds 
ten  shillings  in  the  course  of  a  day's  play,  twenty- 
seven  pounds  per  week,  and  in  a  year,  fifty-two 
weeks,  1401/. 

That  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  be  a  winner 
for  any  length  of  time,  was  proved  by  a  wager  laid 

iKorae  time  since  by  a  gentleman  and  Mr.  T 

L'  ■  -  —  of  Roundhead  notoriety,  who  betted  that  bc- 
gbnmg  jrffay  with  'twenty  pounds  every  day,  at  any 
pne  timie  of  the  day  he  should  be  a  winner  of  half- 
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a-crown,  and  this  was  to  be  done  for  thirty  days, 
which  if  he  accomplished  Tommy  ■  was  to  pay 
him  twenty  pounds.  He  went  on  for  some  few  days 
winning  his  half-a-crown,  but  the  twentietlT  day  lost 
his  capital  of  twenty  pounds,  without  being  at  any 
time  that  day  half-a-crown  a  head;  of  course  he 
lost  his  wager.  Does  not  this  circumstance  prove, 
clear  as  day,  that  however  great  your  capital  may 
may  be  at  starting,  your  loss  in  the  end  will  be 
great  in  proportion. 

Enormous  as  the  profits  are  to  the  bankers  or 
setters  up  of  tliis  game,  still  greater  is  their  desire 
of  satisfying  their  insatiate  avarice ;  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  detect  their  ingenious  villany,  or  to  check 
their  art  of  multiplying  deceit,  which  they  practise 
with  unblushing  impunity.  They  can  at  any  time 
when  it  is  worth  their  while,  and  play  is  high,  com- 
mand a  thirty-one  apres.  The  young  inexperienced 
player  is  genejally  permitted  to  win  for  the  first  two 
or  three  times,  and  when  is  appetite  is  a  little  whet- 
ted, they  proceed  seaindem  artem,  to  phlebotomise, 
or,  to  use  their  slang  language,  to  fm  botomise  their 
patient.     To  make  use  of  a  simile  quite  applicable 

to  the  worth  Tommy ,  he  may  be  "  considered 

as  the  Hyena,  who  begins  by  a  private  snap,  goes  on 
to  a  morsel  among  friends,  proceeds  to  a  meal,  ad- 
vances to  a  surfeit,  and  at  last  sucks  blood  like  a 
vampire. 

DESCRIPTION    OF   THF    NEWLY-INTRODUCED   FllENCH 

GAME  OF  ROULETTE,  OK  UOLY  POLV. 

• 

Roulette  is  played  upon  a  round  table  composed 
of  thirty-eight  compartments  regularly  numbered, 
thirty-six  of  which  are  for  the  players,  and  two  for 
tlic  bankers.  The  compaftinonts  (les  cases)  or  re- 
ceiving boxes,  arc  numbered  from  one  to  thirty -six, 
half  red  and  half  black  ;  the  two  remaining  com- 
])artmcnts,  (vase)  are  marked  one,  by  a  single  nought 
or  zero,  which  is  black ;  the  other  by  a  double  zero. 


THB  GAMBt£R*8  SCOURGE.  375 

which  is  red.  When  the  ball  is  delivered,  it  must, 
of  inevitable  necessity,  fall  into  one  of  the  compart- 
ments, which  number  is  the  decided  winner  on  the 
six  chances  marked  upon  the  cloth  ;  the  chance  paid 
Is  equal  to  the  stake  put  down,  for  the  number  thirty- 
five  times  the  stake  (la  mise)  is  paid.  Upon  the 
<;olumns,  (as  they  are  called)  which  is  composed  of 
thirty-six  square  compartments,  ten  in  length  divided 
by  four,  nine  of  which  contain  the  thirty-six  figures 
and  four  blanks  ;  the  double  and  single  zeros  being 
placed  at  the  opposite  end.  At  tlie  sides  are  three 
elliptics,  embracing  three  divisons  of  the  figures,  in 
which  is  written.  Out,  Red,  Odd,  on  tlie  one  side ; 
tnd  In,  Black,  Even,  on  the  otiier.  Only  eight  times 
18  paid,  though  it  may  be  said  thirty-six  times  is 
paid,  taking  tiie  stake  into  consideration.  When  a 
simple  or  single  Zero  takes  place,  ttie  banker  calls 
out  simple  Zero,  black  or  odd^  aud  in  this  case,  he 
.does,  not  pay  any  chances,  but  sweeps  up  all  tlie 
stakes  both  in  the  numbers  and  on  the  columns.  It 
is  precisely  the  same  when  tlie  double  Zero  takes 
place. 

The  most  villanous  deceptions  are  practiced  at 
this  game.  The  tables  are  made  to  act  with  a 
spring,  which  is  managed  with  the  foot,  and  by  which 
rajeans,  the  director  can  make  a  Zero  whenever  he 
pleases.  Of  all  the  infamous  games  ever  introduced 
in  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  fraud  and  robbery, 
this  is  decidedly  the  most  abpminable.  It  is  dis- 
graceful to  the  police  of  the  metropolis,  that  these 
gangs  of  French  sharpers  are  allowed  to  pursue  their 
destructive  plans,  witii  impunity.  Above  twelve  of 
these  tables  are  now  in  play,  both  day  and  night,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  St.  James's  alone.  Can  such 
things  be,  and  escape  the  vigilance  of  the  magis- 
trates?" 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


•  •IA«t>  of  Gambling;  illuKlrdt^d  in  lite  seduction  of  «  fttW 
A  lti»  ruin  of  liis  children.     A  domestic  tale,  "  ttu,  luo 


i  For  your  dcterminetl,  manly,  and  efRrient   con<hlc<, 

,JD  detecting  and  exposing  those  wretch<?ii  who,   tUie 

kihe  great  enemy  of  mankind,   literally,   "  go  about 

■■tcpking  whom  tiiey  muy  devour,"  you  are  entitled  to 

i-  tiic  thanks  ol'  erery  honest  man,  and  the  goud  tvufles 

I'wf  every  respectable  member   o(  society.     Many  a 

'ender  heart  ihall  bless  you  for  an  cftbrt  to  save  tVom 

llin,  iion!i,  bretliren,  lovers,  and  husbands ;  maay  a 

fious  soul  shall  bid  you  "  Uod  speed,"  in  a  cuuc 

which   comprises   tiie   best  and   dearest  interests  of 

[•man,  as  n  member  of  society ;  and  his  most  awfirl 

-  and  important  welfare,  as  an  immortal  being. 

In  tliis  honourable  warfare  witli  tlie  whole  system 

of  gambling,  its  mighty  conduits,  and  its  smaller  ra- 

mitioationi,  you  stand  not  only  proudly  pre-eminent 

mong   yrtur  bretlircn   of  the  periodical  press,  but 

\one.     Vmi  have,  with  uunvalled  courage,  attacked 

tite  hydra-hpjided   monster :    and  in  exhibitio;  his 

haunts,  and  disjilaying  tlie  ferocity  of  his  aature,  have 

half  disarmed  his  power,  and  I  tnnt  yon  will  go  on 

frttni  ]K>int  to  point,  till  every  bleeding  head  lies  pro- 

I  strate  at  your  feet 

111©  sorrow,  ruin,  rice,  and  misery,  the  grada- 


*  W*  pre  tkw  cbafler  ia  Ute  wank  in 
hj  lis  aawU«a«MltDidBgeni<*TJIn,  tail 
mfc  de«»lcd  10  ibe  esposn*  af  the  B 


•>«U(fch«asMUrHMd 
r,  ta  iIk  cdhor  of  •jtenndMal 
ile«»lcd  10  ibe  esposn*  ot  the  BIack>l«gs.  Tfae  Kali- 
a  «lfmnri  ibwigMl  are  vttry  war  »  warthV  af  Ae 
rehOMB  of  a«ri«t jr  hf  «iMM  ilie J'  aivaiiecUiiMif,  ifaai  it 
I  WdaJBKM  injvstioe  to  tbe  writer  toafaaleoM  wofdof 

iHaHilumaiMtM. 
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tiora  of  that  corroding  grief  which  eats  the  heart  by 
alow  degrees,  of  that  overwhelming  horror  which 
destroys  the  energies  of  mind  and  the  powers  of  rea- 
son, may  be  traced  in  every  family  where  any  one 
member  of  it  has  become  the  prey  of  these  monsters 
in  human  form — these  vampyres  who  prey  on  blood ; 
and  it  is  certain,  that  if  the  effects  of  their  arts,  the 
facilities  they  offer  to  vice,  as  well  as  their  actual  de- 
predations, could  be  calculated  upon,  one  body  of 
people  alone,  viz.  "  gentlemen  in  the  army  and  navy,** 
it  would  be  found,  that  the  sum  of  human  misery  thus 
produced,  exceeds  all  that  arises  from  the  danger  of 
their  profession  to  an  incalculable  degree,  and  that 
the  horrors  of  the  most  sanguinary  field,  are  in  their 
remoter  but  equally  certain  consequences,  far  exceed- 
ed by  contests  in  which  property  and  honour  alike 
are  lost — in  which  a  man  must  either  be  degraded 
•*  below  the  beasts  which  perish,"  by  a  total  loss  of 
feeling,  or  sustain  remorse,  which  shall  poison  the 
very  springs  of  life,  from  considerations  of  the  family 
he  has  injured,  the  hopes  he  has  blasted,  the  property 
he  has  ensured,  and  the  reputation  he  has  destroyed. 

If  these  dreadful  consequences  arose  only  to  the 
profligate,  the  avaricious,  or  even  the  thoughtlessly 
unprincipled  part  of  the  community,  though  we  ought 
to  reclaim  and  pity  even  such,  vet  we  could  not  greatly 
commiserate  theirsufferings ;  bit  it  is  certain  that  many 
men,  otiierwise  of  blameless  and  even  of  exemplary 
conduct,  if  by  chance  they  are  drawn  within  this  vor- 
tex, lose  all  self-command ;  and,  as  if  by  the  power 
of  fascination,  become  eager  victims,  and  complete 
dupes  to  artifices  the  most  shallow,  and  wretches  the 
most  despicable.  I  am  well  acquainted  with  an 
officer  who,  from  motives  of  economy,  resides  in  a 
sequestered  part  of  Devonshire,  with  a  wife  whom  he 
tenderly  loves,  and  whom  he  assists  in  educating  their 
lovely  little  family,  with  a  degree  of  steady  tenderness 
and  dutiful  attention,  which  render  him  the  admiration 
and  example  of  the  village :  persevering  in  all  his 
plans  of  aaviiig  for  bis  beloved  family,  neither  the  en- 
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ticements  of  on  elegant  taste  and  cultivated  mind, 
nor  the  habits  of  early  luxury,  have  been*  able  to 
ilraw  him  aside  from  tbe'narrow  path  he  had  pre- 
scribed to  himself ;  and  when  a  few  months  ago  he 
came  to  the  London,  to  vest  a  legacy  in  the  funds, 
which  had  been  bequeathed  to  his  wife,  he  positively 
refused  to  gc  the  Opera,  though  it  was  his  favourite 
amusement,  because  it  would  trench  on  the  sum  to 
which  he  had  limited  his  expenses.  He  told  me,  with 
all  the  lustre  of  a  father's  pride,  and  love  lighting  im 
his  expressive  countenance,  "  that  half  a  guinea  woula 
i)uy  his  little  Edward  two  story  books,  Maria  a 
doU,  and  a  rattle  for  the  baby  into  tlie  bargain,  and, 
of  course,  please/bf/r,  as  the  mother  would  feel  very 
rich  in  the  gifts  of  her  children."  ''Not  that  he 
sl)ould  forgel  her,  oh,  no !  though  he  was  careful  for 
her  sake,  he  could  not  deny  himself  the  pleasure  of 
of  taking  her  home  something  worthy  of  his  love  and 
her  own." 

Such  [was  the  man  who  might  have  moved  in  the 
first  circles,  and.  received  tlie  friendship  of  many,  the 
admiration  of  all;  but  was  content  with  a  cheap 
house,  took  a  Welsh  rabbit  for  his  supper,  and  was 
actually  on  his  way  to  bed  at  eleven,  when  an  old 
acquaintance  pressed  him  to  accompany  him  to  one 
of  these  hells  in  tlic  immediate  neighbourhood,  just 
to  see  the  humour  of  tlie  scene ;  for  he  knew  that  on 
the  continent  he  had  been  led  into  error,  which  had 
occasioned  him  to  renounce  play  for  ever.  *'  In  De- 
vonshire we  have  early  hours,"  said  my  friend,  *•  but, 
however,  I  can  keep  my  eyes  open  for  one  liour  lon- 
ger, certainly . " 

lie  went. — In  a  short  time  he  began  to  play,  and 
from  that  moment  reason  lost  her  empire.  In  vain 
the  gentleman  who  had  led  him  thither  besougiit  his 
return, — depicted  the  folly  of  pursuing  bad  fortune, — 
hinted  at  tlie  unfairness  of  iliose  arGUiuI  him,  and 
pointed  out  the  consequences  of  his  conduct, — the 
place  was  not  quitt^  till  the  last  shilling  of  the  legacy, 

which  was  nearly  a  thousand  pounds^  was  gone ;  and 
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eren  the  cash  which  he  had  brought  to  defray  his  ex- 
penses,—cash,  which  h^  took  under  the  idea  of  not 
touching  a  single  shilling  of  that  legacy,  which  having 
come  by  a  relation  of  his  wife's,  he  deemed  exclu- 
sively her  property. 

To  give  any  idea  of  tlic  feelings  of  such  a  husband 
and  such  a  father,  on  the  retrospect  of  his  conduct,  is 
utterly  impossible  ;  nor  will  any  person  doubt  that  it 
required  all  the  powers  of  his  first  tempter,  (but  sin- 
cerely repentant  friend,)  to  preserve  him  from  the 
most  terrible  consequences,  and  by  providing  him 
money  to  facilitate  his  return  to  that  family  where 
alone  his  peace  of  mind  was  likely  to  be  restored. 
But  was  it  so  restored  ?  ah  no !  the  smiles  of  his 
Maria,  the  endearments  of  her  family,  were  daggers 
to  his  heart.  Her  fears,  '^  tliat  London  had  disagreed 
with  him  :'*  her  con(n*atulations  **  that  his  affection 
had  brought  him  home  so  soon  ;"  her  praises  of  his 
economy;  her  assurances  **  that  in  bringing  himself 
he  had  brought  all  she  wanted:" — every  word  thus 
uttered  were  to  him  a  separate  agony,  which  yet 
could  not  relieve  itself  by  complaint,  nor  gain  assist- 
ance by  confidence,  but  in  cold  corrosive  anguish,  and 
self-reproach,  continues  to  torment  liim. 

During  the  last  three  months  this  unliappy  man 
has  been  struggling  with  disease,  for  which  his  deeply 
afflicted  wife  can  find  no  relief,  aud  give  no  name. 
She  writes  mc  the  particulars  of  his  case,  and  intreats 
me  to  consult  a  physician,  adding,  ^'  that  if  possible 
she  will  get  him  to  town  for  advice,  as  she  feels  justi- 
fied in  any  extra  expense,  her  aunt's  legacy  giving  her 
a  right  to  command  the  best  help  for  her  invaluable 

husband." 

Would  to  God  she  could  cast  her  eyes  on  this  sim- 
ple statement  of  facts — that  she  could  unfold  the  my- 
stery of  that  disease  which  is  destroying  a  generous, 
noble,  and  tender  heart,  by  piece-meal ;  and  which  I 
well  know  would  bring  prompt  forgiveness  from  her, 
though  I  am  equally  aware  her  husband  never  would 
forgive  himself.     Sorrows  like  this,  and  others  far 
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more  extoifiive  and  overwhelmmg,  fcall  upon  you  to 
persist  in  your  design  to  cleanse  ttiis  Aogean  staUs, 
to  rend  the  veil  whidh  shrouds  this  ''  mystery  of  ini- 
quity," and  spare  neither  tiie  young,  who  arc  old  in 
sin,  not  yet,  (to  use  the  emphatic  language  of  holy 
writ,)  '*  the  hoary  scalp  of  him  who  goeth  on  in  hu 
wickedness ;"  but  above  all  to  drag  from  the  altar  of 
our  national  religion  that  *'  unclean  spirit"  who,  in 
the  practice  of  crimes  at  which  even  the  morality  of 
heathenism  revolts,  and  humanity  shudders  to  contem- 
plate, can  yet  dare  to  hold  the  sacred  office,  and  like 
the  SOBS  of  Eli,  draw  down  the  vengeance  of  heaven 
•n  the  Church  of  his  native  land— ra  church  which 
neither  the  malice  of  open  enemies,  nor  the  indiftr- 
ence  of  lukewarm  friends,  will  ever  deprive  of  her 
ttwfol  and  endearing  claims,  if  such  serpents  as  this 
prey  not  on  her  vrtals,  and  pollute  not  her  hallowed 
institutions. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

(raining  the  Parent  of  Murder  and  Suicide,  as  illustrated  in 

the  case  of  Antonio,  only  Son  of  the  Count  dc  C ,  and 

Mademoiselle  Louisa. 

That  gaming  leads  to  every  vice  is  so  true,  that  the 
most  humane^persons,  urged  on  by  cards,  have  been 
known  to  commit  the  most  detestable  crimes.  TTic 
following  true  tale  will  illustrate  the  above. 

Antonio,  the  only  son   and   lieir  of   the  Count 

C ,  was  brought  up  under  the  eyes  of  virtuous 

parents,  and  became  himself  a  faultless  being.  His 
form  was  noble  and  commanding.  In  his  open  coon* 
tenance  you  could  read  the  slightest  thought  that  was 
passing  in  his  well-stored  mind.  His  temper  was  gentle 
and  humane.  In  fact,  at  tlie  age  of  twenty,  he  was 
what  every  man  should  be,  but  few  are.     No  one. 
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however  virtuous,  but  possesses  a  vice.  No  one, 
however  vicious,  but  possesses  a  virtue,  if  Antonio 
did  possess  a  vice,  it  was  his  adoration  of  beauty. 
And  how  excusable.  What  man  that  has  not,  at 
one  time  of  his  life,  felt  his  heart  palpitate  with  rap- 
ture at  the  approach  of  the  fairest  part  of  the  crea- 
tion ?  Oh  !  lost,  indeed,  is  that  man,  whose  careless 
breast  is  dead  to  every  soft  emotion.  But  even 
virtue,  when  it  rises  to  a  passion,  descends  to  a  vice. 

Antonio  became  acquainted  with  a  lovely  female 
(Mademoiselle  Louisa),  who,  under  the  garb  of  mo- 
desty,  could  throw  out  lures  to  catch  the  unsuspicious 
and  innocent.  Indeed,  so  great  an  adept  she  was  in 
deception,  that  a  painter  would  have  chosen  her  out- 
ward form  to  portray  Prudence :  no  wonder,  then, 
that  our  hero,  who  was  wont  to  look  at  beauty  as 
the  paragon  of  bliss,  was  easily  deceived.  *  For 
hours  would  he  stand  behind  her  chair,  and. listen  to 
the  fascinating  tone  of  her  harmonized  voice ;  or, 
while  she  hung  upon  his  arm,  he  would,  with  the 
greatest  attention,  hearken,  as  she*  conversed  of  that 
she  knew  alone  by  name — virtue.  Who  would  have 
thought,  when  they  beheld  her  lovely  blue  eyes  gazing 
with  animation  on  the  sky  above  her,  while  from  her 
lips  flowed  pious  praises  to  the  Most  High,  that  she 
was  a  hypocrite.  In  a  countenance  like  her's,  even 
Lavatcr  could  not  have  traced  the  dark  recesses  of 
her  bosom.  From  the  moment  Antonio  became  ac- 
quainted with  Louisa,  he  forgot  all  beside.  At 
day  he  was  her  constant  companion,  at  night  her 
image  floated  before  his  eyes  to  bless  his  dreams.  To 
oblige  her,  he  would  frequently  sit  down  with  some 
of  her  friends  to  a  game  of  cards.  And,  although 
he  generally  got  up  minus  twenty  or  thirty  Louis,  he 
did  not  heed  the  trifle,  because  he  was  placed  next  to 
Louisa,  and  he  would  have  bought  that  bliss  at  a 
much  higher  price.  Louisa's  companions  became 
his ;  and,  by  degrees,  he  grew  so  fond  of  cards,  that 
bis  nights  were  spent  in  gaming.    For  Louisa  would 
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convene  with  him  while  her  friends  fleeced  him  of 
his  money.  ^' 

One  night,  in  the  absence  of  Louisa,  he  played 
higher  than  usual.  Fortune  against  him,  he  became 
so  frantic  at  his  ill-hick,  that  he  doubled  the  stakes 
'  at  each  time,  till  he  found  himself  a  ruined  man, 
having  lost  every  farthing  he  possessed.  Distractedly 
he  started  up  from  the  table,  and  rushed  from  the 
apartment  into  another  that  joined  it,  when,  oh! 
horror,  stretched  on  a  sofa,  lay  Louisa  locked  in  the 
arms  of  Henry  de  Yirville,  the  man  he  thought  his 
dearest  friend,  and  to  whom  he  had  intrusted  his 
love  for  Louisa.  He  felt  his  brain  bum  like  flames 
of  fire ;  and,  drawing  his  sword,  he  flew  towards 
them,  and  stretched  mem  both  lifeless  at  his  feet. 

Disturbed  by  a  rustling  noise,  the  servants  entered 
the  apartment,  and  found  their  mistress  and  M.  de 
Yirville  laying  weltering  in  their  blood,  while  An- 
tonio, with  his  still  reeking  sword,  stood  exidtii^y 
over  them,  "See,  see!"  he  madly  exclaimed,  "Go, 
proclaim  it  to  the  world,  Antonio  is  a  ruined  game- 
ster and  a  murderer.  She  swore  love  to  me  (poiut- 
ing  to  the  dead  body  of  Louisa) — I  found  her  in 
the  arms  of  De  Yirville — I  have  punished  them. — 
One  thing  alone  remains  undone,  and  thus,  then, 
ends  Antonio's  woes,  and  Antonio's  crimes.*'  Thus 
saying,  before  he  could  be  prevented,  he  fell  upon 
his  sword,  and,  vvitli  a  frantic  shriek,  expired. 

Thus  ended  the  life  of  one  who,  before  he  became 
acquainted  with  cards,  was  generally  admired  and 
courted.  True  he  was  seduced  to  play;  but  cards 
became  first  his  passion,  and  then  his  ruin. 

It  is  grievous  to  behold  how  much  that  detestable 
vice  changes  the  nature,  the  conduct,  the  feeling, 
the  countenance,  of  a  human  being. 

"I  have  seen,"  says  an  indignant  moralist,  "and 
I  relate  it  with  horror,  the  coimtcnance  of  beauty — 
ay,  of  female  beauty,  so  much  distorted,  that  she 
appeared  a  complete  fury;    her  eyes  started  from 
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her  head,  her  teeth  gnashed  with  rage,  and  her  pas* 
tion  was  so  great,  tihiat  she  could  not  speak  for  ten 
minutes,  and  all  because  her  partner  played  a  wrong 
card. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

Genmifi^  Account  of  the  Introduction  of  a  NoTice  to  a  London 
Hell — Some  initiatory  Remarks— The  Scene  described — 
Comnauy  assembled  at  a  Hazard  Table — The  various  Feel- 
ings by  which  they  were  agitated — A  hoary  Gambler— Issue 
of  the  Game — Irruption  of  the  Police,  and  nanrow  Esoape^-^- 
Explanatoi^  Discussion  of  the  Chances  for  and  against  the 
Player*. 

Lieutenant  Carelly,  a  half-pay  officer »  quite  upofi 
the  town,  called  upon  his  friend  Juan  for  the  loan  of 
a  sum  of  money,  which  the  latter  was  unable  to  lend 
him.  The  Lieutenant  observed,  that  there  was  no 
occasion  for  a  spirited  fellow  to  want  money,  while 
there  was  a  gambling-house  in  St.  James's,  and  ac- 
cordingly proposed  tiiat  jthey  should  go  to  one  that 
very  niglit.  Juan  had  before  heard  that  many  men 
of  fashion  lived  by  frequenting  these  houses ;  and 
that  some  were  so  skilful  or  so  fortunate  in  the  line, 
as  to  pocket  considerable  sums  every  night,  as  regu- 


*  This  chapter  is  extracted  from  a  lively,  useful,  and  highly 
^tertaining  volume,  published  by  Mr.  Kelly,  Paternoster  Row, 
entitled,  Don  Juan's  Life  in  London^  or  a  true  Picture  of  the 
British  Metropolis,  It  abounds  with  spirited,  characteristic, 
and  satirical  sketches  of  all  the  frauds,  vices,  and  follies  aoing 
ou  in  the  great  metropolis,  and  contains  also  a  vast  fund  of  upe- 
M  infamiitkm  relative  to  its  various  estabUduocDljSy  iMwfeticvy 
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larly  as  if  it  were  Ae  income  arising  from  the  exer- 
cise of  a  trade  or  profession.  He  ttierefore  closed 
with  the  proposal,  and»  calling  a  coach,  proceeded 
with  the  Lieutenant  to  No.  — ,  St.  James's  Street. 

The  gambling-houses,  or,  as  they  hare  been  very 
properly  designated.  Hells,  are  generally  elegantly 
furnished  houses,  abounding  in  all  parts  of  London, 
but  particularly  in  and  about  the  neighbourhood  of 
St.  James's;  many  of  them  are  supported  by  the 
suDscriptions  of  the  visitors,  and  others  are  tiie  private 
property  of  unprincipled  individual  speculators.  To 
the  extensive  and  destructive  system  of  gambling 
carried  on  therein,  may  ])e  traced  too  many  of  those 
jBifflicting  instances  of  raving  madness,  of  self-destruc- 
tion, and  the  beggary  of  respectable  families,  which 
so  frequently  occur  in  the  metropolis.  Helrdi  of 
black-legs  and  sharpers,  without  any  other  means  of 
support  than  their  illicit  income  from  the  gaming- 
table, frequent  all  those  houses,  where,  by  continual 
practice  and  collusion  with  the  keeper  of  the  bouse, 
they  contrive  to  fleece  their  short-sighted  dupes  out 
of  sums  of  money  so  considerable,  as  to  enable  them 
to  live  in  all  the  pomp  and  state  of  independent  for- 
tune. When  once  an  inexperienced  person  becomes 
introduced  to  this  diabolical  connexion,  it  rarely  hap- 
pens tliat  he  can  shake  it  oft*  before  his  present 
means,  and  even  his  future  prospects  in  life,  are  en- 
tirely destroyed ;  for  so  completely  does  he  become 
enveloped  in  tlieir  serpentine  folds,  that  in  the  mo- 
ment of  frenzy  produced  by  the  loss  of  his  ready 
cash,  he  suffers  himself  to  be  persuaded  to  sign  pro- 
missory notes,  or  powers  of  attorney,  transfering  to 
the  holder  the  growing  rents  of  his  estates,  or  the 
profits  of  his  business ;  and  instances  have  been 
known,  wherein,  on  tlie  death  of  a  man  who  had 
lived  in  comfort  and  afflucnpc  upon  an  independent 
property,  his  whole  estate  has  been  claimed,  to  the 
ruin  of  his  family,  by  virtue  of  post-obit  bonds  ex- 
torted from  him  under  the  irritation  of  loas^  and  the 
dread  of  exposure.    Clerks  and  confide^ial  servaoli 
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having  the  charge  of  their  employer's  money,  are 
also  frequently  involved  in  infamy  and  ruin  through 
their  unfortunate  visits  to  the  gaming-table,  where 
they  are  reguhirly  fleeced  out  of  every  thing  they 
stake,  and  are  at  last  induced  to  risk  the  property 
intrusted  to  their  care,  in  the  vain  hope  of  recovering 
their  losses,  and  preserving  their  characters. 

The  room  was  crowded  to  excess  witli  anxious 
groups,  some  playing  at  the  EO  tables — some  at 
Faro— others  at  Rouge  et  Noir,  and  several,  in  the 
true  spirit  of  gambling,  staking  enormous  sums  on 
what  suite  would  next  turn  up.  Several  young  men, 
whom  the  Lieutenant  noticed,  were  lounging  about,^ 
apparently  with  no  other  object  than  that  of  partaking 
of  the  refreshments ;  but  the  scene  was  new  to  Juaiv, 
and  his  active  observation  soon  passed  from  the  mere 
lookers-on,  to  the  actual  performers  of  the  important 
drama  in  progress ;  and  he  found  an  ample  field  for 
reflection  in  the  countenances  of  a  party  seated  round 
a  table  appropriated  to  the  game  of  Hazard. 

It  was  a  mixed  and  piebald  association,  composed 
of  clerks,  tradesmen,  half-pay  officers,  brokcn-ilown 
gentlemen,  and  professed  gamblers,  all  intent  on  the 
turn  of  a  card  which  would  either  consign  to  tlieir 
grasp  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  or  promote  by 
another  giade  the  destined  ruin  of  themselves  and 
families.  Countenances  that  bore  the  stamp  of  youth, 
were  distorted  by  internal  emotiom ;  cheeks  seemed 
burning  with  rage,  bosoms  panting  with  disappoint- 
ment ;  eyes  darting  forth  the  lightnii^  of  despair ; 
and  pallid  lips  quivering  with  the  apprehension  of  im- 
pending ruin.  One  individual  alone  seemed  indifferent 
to  the  progress  of  the  game,  and  altogether  unmoved 
either  by  personal  feelings  or  contagion  from  the 
atmosphere  of  agitation  by  which  he  was  surrounded. 
This  was  a  hoary-headed  gambler — a  man  grown  old, 
and  withering  in  the  service  of  vioe — in  whose  veins 
Ibe  **  ndlk  of  humtti  kindness*'  had  never  circulated, 
flnd  whose  iron  fa^ark  was  hnperrious  to  every  sen- 
Mlimi  of  fauDiaiBtjri  ■-  Whether  1^  iM^sidttit  or  (irrad 
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Juan  could  not  diflcover^  but  to  it  was.  that  the  card 
HDon  wtudi  tbo  game  depended  turned  up  in  favour 
or  the  hoary  gamerter,  who  eagerly  cleared  the  taUe 
of  the  stdcea,  and  coolly  lookuig  round  upon  his 
pennyless  an4  su&ripg  y iittims,  announced  his  triumph 
in  a  mixed  farrago .  of  oaths  and  Uaqiheaiies,  and, 
for  the  first  and  only  time,  relaxed  his  firigid  counte- 
nance into  a  Sardonic  grin,  while  the  rest  of  the 
party  left  the  table  with  visible  signs  of  desperation 
anddespair! 

*'  Well/'  thottf^t  Juan,  <<  this  is  indeed  a  lesson 
of  human  infirmity  and  short-sightedness !  Tht  tra- 
Teller  who  epeounteiK  the  highway-robber — the 
'libertine  who  commits  his  life  and  fortune  to  the 
conduct  of  the  wiiptoo — the  mariner  who  kunobes 
his  boat  in  a  ^tempest— or  the  sronaut  who  consigns 
Jiis  flimsy  car  to  the  niercy  of  the  hurricane — all,  aB, 
we  less  exposed  to  peril  than  the  dupe  who  commits 
himself  to  the  dertructivo  vortex  ff  a  gaming*taUe! 
And  yet  the  sQcne  I  now  behold  is  one  of  no  extra- 
ordinary occurrence,  but  the  common  every-day 
routine  of  a  London  gaming-house  !'* 

The  experienced  Lieutenant  Carelly  was  in  luck 
that  evening,  and  after  having  won  a  considerable 
sum,  had  tiie  prudence  to  leave  off,  while  Juan 
whose  volatile  and  inconstant  nature  soon  suf^pressed 
his  moral  reflections,  becoming  familiar  with  the 
scene,  and  recollectuig  the  lowness  of  his  finances, 
joined  the  table,  and  at  two  ventures  lost  all  the 
money  he  had. 

He  was,  however,  so  stinmlated,  both  by  the  suc- 
cess of  his  compaiuons  and  their  sneers  at  Bis  want  of 
spirit,  that  he  had  already  staked  a  considerable  sum, 
which,  if  he  had  lost,  he  possessed  no  means  of 
paying,  when  an  unexpected  circumstance  relieved 
hhn  from  the  probable  consequences  of  such  a  pro- 
ceeding. A  whispving  occurred  at  one  end  of  the 
room — a  noise  was  heard  on.  the  stairs— angry  voices, 
and  a scufile  1  Qua  ofi  Iheeompeagr  threw  the  cards 
vhiob  kdmti^'  abwt  t»:  Mf  inte  the  flit .  anolher 
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hurled  the  dice  through  the  window,  and  a  tiiird 
waa  about  to  follow  the  example  by  throwing  himaelf 
after  the  dice,  when  the  door  was  burrt  open,  and  a 
party  of  police  officers  entering,  commanded  all 
present  to  surrender  at  discretion. 

A  scene  of  infinite  confusion  ensued.  Some  at- 
tempted to  break  through  the  mass — some  over- 
turned the  tables,  and  others  put  out  the  lights.  Juan 
made  a  dart  at  a  window,  and  opened  it  with  the 
intention  of  descending,  when  three  or  four  legal 
intruders  sprung  from  an  ambush  on  the  opposite 
side,  and  barred  all  egress.  Meanwhile  a  regular 
battle-royal  was  going  on  in  the  dark — some  good 
blows  were  apparently  put  in  on  both  sides,  though 
the  hands  that  dealt  them  were  unseen*  Through 
this  mass  our  hero  contrived,  however,  to  fight  his 
way,  knocking  some  of  the  interlopers  down,  and 
walking  over  others  ;  and,  having  groped  his  way  to 
the  door,  made  a  rush  down  stairs,  and  thus  suc- 
ceeded in  effecting  his  escape. 


The  interior  economy  of  these  schools  of  licen- 
tious and  nurseries  of  vice,  the  utter  hopelessness  of 
any  thing  like  a  rational  chance  of  advantage  to  the 
casual  player,  and  the  immense  profits  made  by  the 
keepers  of  the  tables,  have  of  late  been  exposed  in 
the  following  valuable  observations,  published  in  a 
daily  journal: — 

"  There  are,  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  one  an- 
other in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  James's,  upwards 
of  thirty  Gaming-houses,  opening  every  day  at  dif- 
ferent hours,  from  one  in  the  day  till  two,  three,  and 
four  in .  the  morning ;  at  some  of  which  you  may 
stake  as  low  as  two  shillings,  at  others  as  high  as  two 
thousand  pounds  in  one  sum ;  and  the  tables  are  con- 
stantly filled  with  players.  The  profits  of  these 
tables,  leaving  out  of  the  question  unfair  play,  are 
immense.    The  banker's  point,  at  the  game  univer- 
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mn$^  iriuob is  (mkNilitori  to. odiur  obm  id  m dtelof 
tbMk  twentyMiglii  c«iipt.  l^^oiii  Ab  ^ecaatoa  all 
iM  monefr  .cor  tto  iteUo  m  iMpowided,  «nd  Ijbe 
Bext  deal  decides  wbicii  oolour  wim:  die  happf 
whmer  in  this  0090^  gets  badL  his  stoke  ooly; 
the  leser,  of  oourse,  ^ets  back  nothiog.  This  coofse 
IS  exactly  equivalent  to  taking  hitf  the  duniey  staked 
on  the  toble  at .  the  tiBse  the  aprei  happeu»  and  at 
many  of  the  higher  daas  of  houses  9001.  is  staked 
every  coup.  Tkis»  thinly  we  arrive  at  the  means  of 
ascertaining  Urn  prdits  of  some  of  these  eonoems :— ^ 
twelve  deals  in  a  n^^  is  an  usual  quantity ;  in  these 
twelve  deals,  on  auLfftvirage,  happen  twelve  iytrt^^ 
each  giving  the  banker  150L ;  tlras  one  day's  profit 
mounts  to  no  less  thaa  18004,  making  afcoUl  of 
iS68,44DO^.,  per  annunit  giving  them  oredit  f<Nr  abutting 
fieU  op  on  the  Sabbath^  which  is  seldom  done. 

*^  Well  may  Uiese  mea  afford  to  reoeive  their  guests 
in  magnificent  apartments,  to  spread  out  gratoitous 
feasts,  with  a  profusion  of  wine,  ifc. !  amply  are 
they  enabled  to  bribe  (if  such  things  can  be)  the 
Police ;  no  wonder  that,  in  defiance  of  law,  these 
places  arc  kept  open,  and  that  any  man  with  the 
appearance  of  a  gentleman,  may  be  accommodated, 
to  complete  his  ruin,  with  money  upon  /Us  own  cheque  ! 
let  us  wonder  only  at  the  infatuation  of  the  players. 

^'That  no  one  may  doubt  the  immensity  of  the  pro- 
fits, it  may  be  stated,  that  the  sum  paid  to  the  French 
government  for  the  licences  for  gaming,  amounts  to 
between  two  and  three  millions  sterling  per  annum, 
and  yet  the  contractor  is  generally  the  richest  man 
in  the  kingdom ;  what  then,  must  be  his  (nrofits,  and 
the  profits  of  those  who,  by  taking  under-licences, 
make  his  fortune  and  their  own  ?  This  ruinous  game 
is  carried  on  here  to  the  same  extent  as  it  is  in 
France,  with  this  only  differencct  that  here  the  bankers 
take  all  the  profit.  A  player  going  in  with  five 
pounds,  may  imagine  that  he  only  pays  his  two  per 
cent  (the  lowest  average  profit  of  the  banker)  on 
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fire  |K>iiDd8 ;  but  if  he  hag  the  onil  (laetmtioii  of 
luck»  the  fact  is,  that  his  five  poiBids  will  be  slakri 
twenty  or  thirty,  perhaps  fifty  times,  inr  the  omiirse  of 
a  day's  play  ;  Urns,  sopposing,  for  the  sake  of  exam-' 
pie,  this  little  sum  shall  hare  been  staked  twenty 
times  backwards  and  forwards,  he  will  bare  paid 
two  pounds  to  the  table.  This  calculation  applied 
to  100/.,  of  course  gives  40/.  as  the  sum  paid  for  the 
oppoitunity  of  playing  while  the  hundred  ponodi 
last." 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


A  Gane  of  French  Gamblers  established  in  St.  James's-^ 
Another  Clerical  Black-Ie^ — Symptoms  of  the  approaduag 
destruction  of  the  Fraternity — ^The  English  BUck-legs  take 
the  alarm — Oration  of  a  Veteran  Gambler — Manoeuvres 
resorted  to  by  the  French  interlopers — Probability  of  their 
being  soon  done — Another  French  Hell — Riot  on  the  Sab* 
bath^RamificatioDS  of  the  Gang  in  Paris. 

The  encouragement  which  of  late  years  has  been 
given  in  this  country  to  the  professor  of  gaming,  or, 
more  properly  speddng,  of  the  black  art,  is  truly 
wonderful ; — not  content  with  those  of  our  own 
growth,  exotics  coming  from  abroad  receive  every 
encouragement ;  here  they  strike  root  as  soon  as  im- 
ported, and  the  parish  of  St.  Janie8*s  may  be  com* 
pared  t6  a  vast  dunghill,  which  receives,  and  suppliea 
them  with  that  nutriment  which  their  own  vernacular 
soil  denies  them.  They  have  made  strange  rava* 
ges  there,  and  their  depredations  have  spread  with 
pestilential  rapidity,  infecting  almost  every  rank, 
from  the  peer  to  the  haberdasher  s  apprentice ;  while 
the  vile  miscreants,  who  are  the  abettors  of  this  in- 
fernal system,  fatten  upon  the  very  vitals  of  the  vic- 
tims they  have  immolated  on  the  altar  of  destruction, 
enjoy  perfect  security,  and  continue  their  nefarious 
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prActices  with  unblushing,  imputlent  au<lacity.  under 
Utc  very  walls  of  a  royal  palace. 

Formerly,  men  of  the  lowest  stamp,  sprung  from 
the  very  dregs  of  the  people,  the  vilest  of  the  vile, 
were  seen  to  emburk  in  this  trade  of  villany  and  de- 
ceit, sue!)  liBS  had  forfeited  every  claim  nn  society  ; 
but  now  we  bdiold  captains  and  colonels,  holding  bis 
majesty's  commission,  coming  forward  ami  unblush' 
ingly  announcing  themselves  as  principal  agents  in 
this  abominable  traffic; — but,  "  oh,  shame!  where 
is  thy  blush  !"  most  conspicuous  among  this  herd  ap- 
pears a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  Kngtaud,  (hold- 
ing a  considerable  living;,  stated  at  l^OOj.  per  an- 
num) setting  aside  his  sacred  calling,  presiding,  offi- 
ciating as  bigh-priost  ut  one  of  the  most  noted  of 
these  temples  of  iniquity »  !  To  tliis  man  we  axe  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  tliose  foreigners  who 
have  of  late  infested  this  metropolis,  and  set  up  French 
hazard  and  rotdctte,  or  ro/y  poly,  described  in  Chap- 
ter I. 

It  was  under  tlie  patronage  and  fostering  care  of 

tlie  Holy  Saint that  the  notorious  Monsieur  B — 

and  his  gang  were  introduced  to  this  country;  who, 
after  having  initiated  his  reverend  patron  and  col- 
leagues in  all  the  mystery  of  the  black  art.  for  which, 
by-the-byc,  the  police  of  Paris,  more  on  the  aJert 
tlian  ours,  forced  him  to  emigrate,  took  his  reverence 
completely  in,  who  paid  dear  for  his  initiation  fee,  is 
now  liguring  away  on  his  own  account,  leagued  on 

the  one  hand  with  Colonel  M ,  and  Monsieur 

B ,  in  C — ■ II — ;  and  on  tlie  otlier  with 


*  Thig  individual  lately  disappeared  under  wry  mvsle- 
rious  circuffistunces.  Sjteciilutinns  were  m&ile  as  In  ihe 
urohftbilily  of  hiii  having  been  Hestrovpd  hv  soidp  of  his  Black- 
ly associates,  as  Weare  wos  hy  Thurtell ;  b«l  th«  idea  of  his 
having  decamped  to  America,  with  his  ill-g«t(eDS|iotU,  is  not 
only  the  most  probable,  but  htt'^  received  a  certain  degn-e  of 
confimuilion.  True  it  is.honever,  that  hu  has  uut  appeared 
lo  n  commission  tit'  bankruptcy  nliiAMs  i^ued  ngiinst  hiia 
a$  a  tvinc-mi:rckanl  I 
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Mr. ,  alias  the  Hebrew  Star  ;  and,  if  report 

speak  true,  another  establisbment  has  been  opened 
under  the  auspices  of  this  worthy  Monsieur  B  » 
in  M street,  Manchester-square. 

Honest  Dick having,  out  of  pure  charity, 

taken  his  reverence  ip  tow,  has,  in  these  days  of  trou- 
ble and  tribulation,  been  nafhed  leader  of  the  band, 
and  he  has  now  taken  the  field  in  earnest  He  has 
lately  been  seen,  like  **  Solomon  in  all  his  glory," 
surrounded  by  all  his  staff,  and  supported  by  certidh 
auxiliaries  on  the  retired  list,  take  his  station  in  the 
avenues  of  the  King's  Bench,  Westminster*.  Nay, 
in  the  very  nigltit  of  the  Judge,  attempting  to  inti- 
midate, with  treats  and  abusive  language,  a  gentle- 
man who  manfully  stepped  forward  and  attacked 
this  whole  gang  of  depredators,  and  spread  fear  and 
dismay  in  the  very  sancttmi  sanctomm  of  the  Pande- 
moniuui.  Thanks  to  the  exertions  and  perseverance 
of  the  gentleman  alluded  to,  tlie  retributive  arm  of 
justice  has  reached  some  of  the  principal  members  of 
the  gang,  and  we  trust  soon  to  see  the  best  part 
of  ^s  nefarious  crew  annihilated; — they  are  all 
links  of  one  chain,  they  have  dug  a  pit  for  them- 
selves, and  which  ever  way  they  move,  backward  or 
forward,  to  tlie  right  or  the  left,  it  is  ready  to  swallow 
them  up.  They  now  appear  the  picture  of  *^  petty 
larceny  personified;'*  every  step  they  take  brings 
them  a  point  nearer  to  the .  fimd  catastrophe.  Let 
these  miscreant  reptiles  begone,  and  cease  to  contend 
with  insurmountable  power.  The  visitation  will  be 
dreadful,  and  we  may  now  look  with  confidence  to 
the  day  when  the  whole  system  of  fraud  and  villany 
will  meet  a  total  overthrow.  Thoughtless  mortals, 
let  them  **  go  build  houses,  plant  orchards,  purchase 
estates,  for  to-morrow  they  die." 

It  will  be  no  small  satisfaction  to  the  public  to  know 


*  lufbmiatiQns  kaviagbeeu  laid  aphist  some  of  theGwn- 
Uen  in  tlie  Govt  of  Kiel's  Bench.  See  thatauHpt^mMihe 
Trials  oC  t|M  Gmdilm. 
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j^  the 'Rev.  -^-^— ^  Ir^eper'oP  md^*|^{Tig4iGa8e  in 
raI-1^9  hiu  'beeri'Cijfteii  niriipbn  ti  WBiriurit;  atad  heU 
to  baitto '  km^^  and  take  hik  ^(irial ;  thiifr'  ihdtet- 
mepts .  are  to  ue  preferred  against '  Mhien,  and  ^that  a 
cnMier  of  {i^diMnable  uid'  diBtir^ist^  f  hbtieft  are  to 
I|0  bron^  forward  «U(  evidence  t^ponthe'OMsamm; 
iAbd,  9Qnre  Iiaberda^heni'  apprentioes/  and*  tUAsi  from 
Die  vicinity  of  Cheapsid^.  who' hkvte*'%een' entieed 
b]^  the  par90ii*8  good  wine  and  isoppers^,  ajMd  llare 
kft  on  tutf  If oage  et  noir  and  bassard  tables  tMit  mas* 
iei^s/motiey.  His  tev.erence  bas  *  bad  thb '  assoratte^ 
t0*^ffimi,  tbat  none  but  the  fiAt/tiobflity  in  (Helaiia 
#i»fB  adniitted  into,  the  piheieUidts  ^  bfeft  we 

fhdl  oisKQ  it  ajroateflt  to  ^bls*  'kdWSftfrtte,  ttotii(b  His 
ll^teciii  the  NobiPty,  be  is  tt  bdt  cibor^  Mnirlbelik^ 

feflie  MttBaity. •■'*•;;;•■■;■  ';•  ;■  *  \\  -  '  "'*'  ' '  " 
In)  tetam, ,  bowevJnr^  t6  ttNi  Pribcb '  profestonfr  of 
tbib  Mack  aA:;  tb6y  qpen^  lb^^  eoiiela?e,  and 
jhited^  ecrfip^  and  ooft^A,  ift  firand  aiiJl  ftis6 
(i^d^y  otber  establishment  of  the  Mpd;  Utef'^ 
ployed  none  but  Ught-fiiigered  9Ve nebnien  weltiterhed 
m  the  art  of  legerdemain.  The  proprietors*  of  the 
English  Hells  took  the  alarm,  as  well  they  might; 
fte  craft  scarce  knew  how  to  proceed.  Were  thej^ 
to  suffer  the  French  intnideni  to  poach  with  impunity 
on  a  manor  which,  for  many  years,  they  had  beto  in 
the  habit  of  considering  astteir  own  exclusive  pro* 
pcrty?  Many  were  tte  consultations  which  took 
place  upon  the  subi^t,  and  they  all  agreed  upon  one 
point  t  viz.  that  ^s  French  gang  ought  to  be  arnii- 
nilated.     A  general  meeting  was  accordingly  held; 

and  honest  dd  Dipk  ^ ,  a  veteran  London 

Black-leg,  argued  thus ; — *•  This,  my  worthy  friends 
and  fcllow-sufierers,  is  tbe  fruit  of  Parson  A  ■*$ 

French  importation ;  ^as  he  who  opened  the  road 
JTor  tliese  French  fimters ;  without  him  (hey  would 
never  have  found  their  way^>ver  here;  twas  it  deuead 
ttriuokjr  bit  H  Jqipeani  fee  190  there  are  birt  two 
wifi  of  fiMiilf  fhme  «etilrf  toAo  rout;  Am  fait 
to  proceed  boldly  againrt  these  hitwitoa  by  kfhf- 
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mation  aDd  indictment ;   but  this,  my  friends,  is  a 
path  we  must  tread  with  the  greateit  caution,  if  we 

Eiirsue  it ;  for  you  will  all  agree,  'tis  dangerous  to 
ring  such  matters  before  a  Jury :  it  serves  to  estab- 
lish precedents,  which,  sooner  or  later,  may  be 
brou^t  to  bear  against  us.  The  second  is  to  tq^ 
tiiem  a  taste  of  the  alien  act ;  this  might  be  done 
snugly ;  and  the  coast  once  clear  of  Aese  French 
vagabonds,  we  might  take  our  measures  accordingly^ 
and  carry  on  our  operations  as  heretofore.  This 
Hebrew  vagabond,  who  is  a  Qerman  Jew,  was  the 
first  who  made  a  serious  attack  upon  our  system ; 
'twas  he  who  taught  the  enemy  our  weak  point ;  he 
made  the  first  breach  in  our  ramparts.  Why  did  you 
initiate  him  in  our  mysteries.  You  know  how  stre- 
nuously I  set  my  face  against  the  countenanee  afibrd- 

ed  him  by  that  stupid  blockhead  Jack  A f  who 

bribed  him,  with  ready  money  and  fair  promises,  to 
destroy  old  S  ■'  *s  establishment :  it  has  turned 
out  as  I  predicted ;  you  have  given  him  stones  to 
break  your  head  wifli,  and  he  now  sets  you  at  de- 
fiance ;  he  has  unfurled  the  tri-coloured  flag ;  which 
now  floats  triumphantly  under  your  very  noses ;  and 
what  none  of  us  were  bold  enough  to  attempt,  be  haa 
effected.  Has  he  not  tranqilanted  from  France  the 
game  of  roulette  ?  and  see  how  soon  it  has  taken  root 
in  this  soil.  It  has  attracts  every  punter  which  we 
had  spared  and  were  reserving  for  a  bonne  bauche. 
We  are  visited  by  none  but  plucked  pigeons,  who 
merely  call  in  to  take  a  glass  of  our  wine,  and  be 
damned  to  them/' . 

At  length  the  French  gslig  experienced  a  ma- 
terial falling  off  m  their  play.  Their  steriing  cus- 
tomers were  dn^wn  away  to  the  odier  decoys  in 
the  neighbourhood.  In  order  to  remedy  this  evil» 
they  sent  round  a  polite  circular,  inviting  the  pnntere 
to  return,  and  grace  by  their  presence,  the  UmUd 
Club,  as  they  stiled  themselves ;  and  partake  of  the 
amqsemoits  of  the  Bauge  et  Abr ,  HWml  Huari^ 

■   8b 
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ftid  RimtejM  /  ibid  pledgiDg  tfaemdVes  fhat  no  ex- 
f^bBB  ikod-  .troiAle  lAouId  be  #{nted;  wtaieh  mi^ 
Moddce  tbAe  ease  and  eomftiVt  tif  tiuj  punters ;  the 
llBia  nfeemtig  of  whith  » — the  eiMfort  tf  their  being 
(iaeed  of  theit  cash,  by  every  trMk,  stnlCagem,  and 
Mbkvti  whkA  hoikian  iDgeiKiity  is  oapable  of  derisiiig. 
Itieee  frwincning  niiserei&fs^  base  ito  Aey  are  de- 
tHAtbA^  erery  thing  that  is  at  oiice  deipieable  and 
ilfj^edi  SfU$rifiee  vietim  after  vietim,  by  erery  fod 
Md  neftfjon  practiee ;  and  are,  iifieesMntly^  bdlow- 
teg  wt  lies  aboQfr  the  fairhesi  of  thek  play ;  but 
f '  the  bAlaalM  of  deeeit  are  itk  their  bands;  *" 


•  Mnoh  about-tiie  same  flnW,  inoCter  Hstf  wai 
iiblished  mdsir  the  immediate  diMsetSon'  add  siq^ 
^tendeMe  of  the  Jeia*«-«-^»  and  of .tfMSnotorioaa 
Bf#iisieiir  -«-^— ^  a  neir  eilrse-  to  .the  Bsetnt^dfih  and 
't^  Misanee  to  the  nei^boarboed ;  horn  w&A  men 
iMght  to  floe  as  flrora  m  ptstUenee  thit  walked  bf 

Very  latelfy  on  the  morning  between  Sitfnitiay  and 
tihmchy,  a  tremendous  affray  took  pla6e,  between  this 
f(ang  of  ruffians  and  their  customers,  after  a  great 
deal  of  baW'U)omng  and  quarrelling  and  much  idter- 
vation  about /ajr  jmy  and  cheating.  From  words  and 
threats  they  came  to  blows,  missile  weapons  of  aD 
feortjMrere  used^  candlesticks  were  thrown  at  the  heads 
4it  the  ponterai  who  were  not  backward  in  retorning 
pie  compliment  with  interest ;  such  was  the  raging 
Vf  the  storm  and  uproar  in  this  deil  of  thieves,  that 
it  could  be  heard  half  way  down  Pall  Mall ;  and  this 
tm  a  Sunday  morning!  t ! 

How  long  will  file  legislatmne  suffer  these  Sabbath- 
'breaking  rufflans  to  carry  on  thefr  nefarious  system 
^th  impurity? 

On  the  following  day  this  Hell  presented  a  new 
ioene  of  riot;  a  gentleman  having  detected  the  crou- 
-yiem  at  some  of  their  tricks,  bkmtly  taxed  tiiem 
.Wilii  the  fiMta;  baWaatakn  to  talk  by  one  of  lite 
gai^  who  not  finding  hiknielf  of  sulBcieiit  weiglit 
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to  support  the  credit  of  the  firm  ci  €t  anm, 
moned  up  to  his  assistance  a  strong  and  lUhletifi. 
ruffian,  the  door  keeper.  This  Cerbem  habami 
upon  the  gentleman,  and  gave  him  a  most  unmercifiil* 
miUmg,  the  marks  .of  which  upon  his  fiace  bore  amplip 
testimony  of  his  having  good  cause  to  remember  d^H; 
visit  to  the  iitfcmal  rcgiam  of  gambling. 

These  foreign  gaqiblers  have,  by  .acts  of  frauds 
wholly  without  a  parallel,  and  by  a  long  string  oC 
contrivances,  each  of  which  merit  a  halter,  ruined 
hundreds .  of  families ;  they  ought  not  only  tp  be 
made  to  disgorge,  but  to  undergo  the  most  rigoroug 
punishments  the  law  can  inflict,  in  order  that  their 
fate  may  be  a  waming  to  all  fradulent  gamblers  and 
common  cheats,  in  time  to. come. 

It  is  come  to  a  pretty  pass,  when  sqch  vagabonds  ap< 
these,  not  contenting  themselves  with  the  enormooi. 
profits  accruing  to  them  from  the  infamous  ganie  «( 
Roulette,  or  Roly  Poly,  have  recourse  to  foul  phiy«. 
and  enforce  such  cheating  by  assault  and  batterf^- 
and  keep  in  their  own  house  bjred  niffiifuos  to  buUy 
and  insult  the  victims  they  hav<e  plupdered.. .  Ewy; 
hour  such  vagabonds  are  permitted  to  carry  on  theaa. 
depredations,  is  a  disgrace  to  a  civilized  country. 
Why  does  not  the  Secretary  of  State  at  once  put  a 
stop  to  this  abominable  system,  and  send  these  mis* 
creauts  out  of  the  country,  by  enforcing  the  alien  act 
against  them.     A  statement  of  this  infamous  system 
ought  to  be  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons.    . 

Another  set  of  these  French  gamblers  are  carrying 
on  their  depredations  under  the  very  walls  of  St« 
James's  Palace.  A  noble  colonel,  brother  to  a  peer 
of  the  realm  is  at  the  head  of  this  establishment,  and 
daily  superintends  their  machinations.  The  princi- 
pals in  this  concern  are  a  French  soi  disant  colonel 

M ,  Monsieur  B ,  Monsieur  L C— ■  » 

and  Monsieur  de  S—  F-  ,  who  ia  the  son  of 
the  man  who  invented  the  game  of  Rouge  et  Noir. 
All /these  fdlowa  are  adepts  at  ftfae  .ayatem ;  and  ao 
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4Mt  IMIMM  to  tliis  eMMiy^i^ 

lllindif  aarpmiic  ttuil  EpglMi  gttHwiH  mn 
nob  ifflf  |m0i  M  to  nfbr  Ihen^^ 
liril^in  thfi  oiidp  rateed  by-  thflM  BVndh^obnlM^ 


WhT  d»  thqr  Mioeiite  with  ndi  blalAl- 
ipards ;  waanij^  if  gtnalile  ttiey  imnt,  then  we  Bl^ 
iih  elab4ioiii0i  troera   Aqr  BMiy  mt  Ml  to  be 


I  .^ 


»s 


wi 


IjiMyi  tfiew  FraiohBMi  withdmf  (heiff  tepilil 
flirwii  0M  of  :llieie  tablei»  and  left  unlj  ili^  pdmi^ 
wMh the deiemiiiaiioD,  if  they  Idet  thriFiMito  '  ' 
in  ihbp  Cmt  ft  tun ;  bat  n  iUIfiiHy  4id4Mj 
Ifair  cards  and  nidelto»  that  tfaii  triftig  Mb  to- 
cnand  like  «  anoir4Ndl,  and  they  ikiliiiMliwd  to 
MofiiMie  their  depre&itory  warfbre,  'nd  tteC  bMA 
«to  their^Amnr  witanfaigi,  wUebare  inMein»'  StMii 
«f.the  gang  who  had  gone  bade  to  Fruee  to  lino 
tWr  pUtor^  nd  who  hato  if  alfaDge  1oaffa% -After 
Mir  Aigftth  money,  areabont  to  deapitefc  Upow  ^ftrit 
%  well  vegoktod  oooqmy  of  diai|MRv»  to  aei  tqj^  in 
o]qpMition  to  thnr  oouotrymen  in  ttiis»t6wii. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

CoiiBidenUaoiit  teiidiii|  to  tbe  AboUtkm  of  Gaming — ^Ancient 
and  modern  Authorities  dedshre  of  its  immoral  and  destme* 
tire  tendency — General  smnmarj  of  existing  Laws  for  the 
Suppression  <tf  Ghuning. 

The  perniciousness  of  gaining  wasfso  well  under- 
stood, by  the  grand  Impostor  Mahomet,  that  be 
tbou^t  it  necessary  to  prohibit  it,  expressly,  in  the 
Alcoran ;  not  as  a  things  in  itself  naturally  evil,  bat 
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mkf  moraBj  w,  as  it  it  a  step  to  tlie  greatait  vioet : 
fbr  wiubt  we  captivate  aonelTet  to  chanw^^  we  lose 
oar  authority  over  our  own  passion;  being  exalted 
to  inmioderate  desire,  excessive  tiope,  and  an  altnr^ 
late  succession  of  joy  and  grief;  we  stand  or  faH  at 
the  uncertain  cast  ii  the  Dice,  or  the  tnmhig  up  of  a 
eiurd. 

Gamesters  are  skives  to  the  feeblest  widies,  and 
if  they  succeed  not,  grow  fiirious,  profligate,  and 
impious ;  they  become  rash,  and  fit  for  the  blackest 
crimes:  hence  arise  dieats,  quarrds,  blasphemies, 
duels,  and  suicides.  Nor  is  the  vice  confined  to  the 
male  sex  alone;  witii  the  female  gambler,  it  pro* 
duces  a  neglect  of  all  domestic  duties,  tudimited 
freedom  and  profligacy  of  manners,  Quod  mm  kabtt 
ki  crum$nA  luat  carpare. .  By  copying  the  examples 
of  men,  th^  lose  the  advantage  of  their  innocence 
and  sex,  and  parteke  alike  of  their  diseases  and 
vice. 

It  is  recorded,  that  a  LacedMnonian  AmbassadAr 
being  sent  to  Corinth,  with  a  commission  to  oonchide 
« trMty  of  firiendship  »d  aHianoe,  when  he  saw  the 
eaptdns  and  senators  of  that  eity  playing  at  dice,  re- 
turned home,  sajring,  that  he  would  not  so  sully  the 
glory  of  Spartans,  iSat  it  should  be  said  of  them  that 
they  had  made  a  league  with  gamesters. 

Cruden  in  the  Concordance  states,  that  the  words 
gamii^,  cards  or  dice,  are  not  once  mentioned  in 
Holy  Writ;  in  lieu  of  which,  he  gives  Ike  word  Gan- 
oaBNx  witfi  a  proper  comment,  viz.  *^  their  word 
will  eat  as  doth  a  gangrene." 

Pleasure  ought  to  be  tiie  refinement  of  a  gentle- 
man. Ghuning  may  very  properly  be  called  the  stra- 
tegem  of  the  needy  to  raise  themselves  to  the  level  of 
the  wealthy.  Gaming  is  no  more  than  a  suspension  of 
the  understanding,  a  conflict  of  the  lowest  and  basest 
passion ;  and,  if  tiiere  be  some  skill  required  in  some 
species  of  it,  men,  who  do  not  discover  common  sense 
in  other  things,  often  excel  in  it.  Yet,  in  the  pur- 
suit of  this  vice,  we  often  see  the  distinction  of  birtb^ 
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lrigkMtimiI(.uiiortui^  Aiid  ^gmnMh  wAihmim  cmoitk 
Qpled  foe  at  Monas  dinner  was  over^wtind  ItMHiglhfcn 
fill  to  a  window ;  and  bein^  asked  the  came  of  vUa 
«Mripu«ieM,fepIi^i  tbatfaehadaiftieipatedtiip|pmt- 
4itde|jgbtiToai  t)ie  pleasure. their  lorddHpa  hadjgjveK 
ittmreasoa  to  .expect.  frQm  that  day's  .oimvywatiaa 
with,  inm  of  jolwiioter  W  Iftarniiig ;  .aadliopediiHi 
aarrow  im.lbk  diaappeiiitiiMBnt  waold  ha: iorgtmk 
huQ.  llMi'riwMii0ta«Mee;b^ 
gavui  WM  thravn  ap^4»d  eoiif^natioQ  raalrasd* 
^  The  Boman  il^vsa  werp  yeqr  aemre  against  ^aak 
JDg ;  die?  w#re  atrictljr  forbidden  at  all  Utam^  «n^ 
ifijrmg  the  Saturnalia.  The  bad^exampte  of  arasral 
<Mf  tfaaitf  einparcm,  particidarljr  AngnstasiMiid  Ctoidiib 

brought  it  afterwards  into  such  vogue,  that  the  hg/tf 
wiitera  dnitftdin  e^nsvHng  againtit./  Bgr  IbrSlaltte. 
3S,  Hen., VIII. ;  ^no  arti&ser,  apprentice*. jmt  jtfMSU 
wa9  allowed  to  play,  at  any  gam^»  e^^cept  mi  the  Christie 
mas  holidays;  and  thea  only,  in  their  masterV  honae 
and  presence ;  which  exclusive  privilege, and  exempt' 
tion  is,  by  late  acts,  to  prevent  gaming,  reserved  to 
the  king's  palaqe. ..  .,.      . 

Public  ganung  might  easily  be  suppressed*  and 
public  cheats  and  sharpers  bro.ught  to  CQndign  punisb? 
ment;  if  magiistraites  would  do  their  duty,  and  ttm- 
vince  the  public  that  they  are  proof  against  the  ar» 
tillery  of  corniption. 

The  bad  examples  of  those  in  authority,  has  ratter 
tended  to  increase  than  diminish  the 'general  spirit  of 
gaming  amongst  all  degrees  and  ranks  of  people.  It 
is  true  we  have  several  excellent  statutes,  and  very  se» 
vere  laws  against  this  dangerous  and  destructive  vice, 
but  they  are  too  seldom  put  in  execution :  amopgst 
the  great,  that  idol  spirit  and  notion  of  honour  (to 
which  fame^  fortune,  and  life,  are  too  frequently  aa* 
crificed)  supersedes  every  rational  measure  of  ptwer* 
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Tation  and  redress  amongst  the  nobility ;  whilst  the 
Ignorance  of  the  laws,  and  the  means  of  discovery  in 
youth  or  the  inexperienced  plebeian,  who  fall  a  victim 
to  the  adept  gambler,  added  to  the  literal  blindness 
of  justice  in  the  very  heart  and  centre  of  such  lawless 
reveFs,  may  account  for  the  enormous  growth  of  this 
liydra-headed  monster. 

In  gaming,  as  Judge  Blackstonc  very  pointedly  ob- 
servesj  the  several  parties  engaged  cast  lots  to  deter- 
mine upon  whom  the  ruin  shall  at  present  fall,  that 
Hie  rest  may  be  siived  a  little  longer.  Taken  in  any 
-light,  this  is  an  offence  of  the  most  alarming  nature ; 
tending  by  necessary  consequence  to  promote  public 
idleness,  theft,  and  debauchery  among  those  of  a 
lower  class ;  and,  among  persons  of  a  superior  rank, 
it  hath  frequently  been  attended  with  the  sudden  ruin 
and  desolation  of  ancient  and  opulent  families,  an 
abandoned  prostitution  of  every  principle  of  honour 
'  and  virtue,  and  too  often  hath  ended  in  self-murder. 
To  this  paission  every  valuable  consideration  has  been 
made  a  sacrifice ;  and  it  is  a  passion  which  has  la^ 
mentably  prevailed  in  our  own  country,  and  which 
we  seem  to  have  derived  from  our  ancestors  the  an- 
cient Germans ;  who,  according  to  the  account  given 
of  them  by  Tacitus  were  bewitched  with  the  spirit  of 
play  to  a  most  exorbitant  degree. 

They    addict   themselves,*'   says  that  writer, 
to  dice  (which  is  wonderful)  when  sober,  and  as  a 
serious  employment,  with  such  a  mad  desire  of  win- 
ning or  losing,  that,  when  stripped  of  every  thing 
else,  (hey  will  stake  at  last  their  liberty,  and  their 
very  selves.     The  loser  goes  into  a  voluntary  slav- 
ery, and;  though  younger  and  stronger  than  his  anta- 
'  gonist,  iUttem  himself  to  be  bound  and  sold.     And 
'  this  pe^rseverance  in  so  bad  a  cause  they  call  the  point 
'  ot  honour ;   ea  est  in  re  prava  pervicacia,  ipn  sidem 
tdeani.'*  One  would  think,says  the  learned  judge  now 
eiCed,'  that  Tacitus  was  describing  a  modem  English- 
ttacff.     Against  a  spirit  so  frantic,  laws  can  be  of  lit- 
HdsrriA;  ft«c«iM  the  samiD  false  sense  of  hbnobr,  Aat 
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prompts  a  man  to  sacrifice  himself,  will  deter  him 
from  appealing  to  the  magistrate.  Yet  it  is  proper 
that  restricting  and  punishing  laws  should  be  enacted, 
and  that  they  should  be  publicly  announced  and  re* 
peatediy  inculcated,  if  possible,  to  preserve  the  un- 
wary, if  not  to  reclaim  tiiose  who  are  on  the  brink  of 
ruin.  Accordingly  we  shall  tiere  recite  some  of  the 
principal  statutes  which  the  wisdom  of  the  legislatiire 
has  formed  with  a  view  of  preventing  this  evil. 

By  16  Car.  II.  c.  7.  it  is  enacted,  tfiat  if  any  person 
of  what  degree  soever,  shall  by  any  fraud,  unlawful 
device,  or  other  ill  practice,  in  playing  at  cards,  dice, 
tables,  temiis,  bowls,  skittles,  shuffle-board,  or  by 
cock-fightings,  horse-races,  dog-matches,  foot-races^ 
or  other  pastimes,  game  or  games  whatsoever,  or 
beating  a  share  or  part  in  the  stakes,  or  by  betting 
on  both  sides  of  such  as  shall  play,  act,  ridb,  or  run 
as  aforesaid,  win  or  obtain  to  himself  any  torn  of 
money  or  other  valuable  things,  he  shall  forfeit  treUe 
the  value ;  half  to  the  king,  and  half  to  the  parly 
grieved,  or  who  shall  lose  the  money  or  thing  to  woo 
or  obtained,  (provided  he  shall  sue  in  six  months) 
otherwise  to  any  other  person  who  shall  sue  in  one 
year  next  after  the  said  six  months,  by  action  of  debt, 
bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  the  courts  of  re- 
cord at  Westminster,  with  treble  costs. 

And  by  9  Anne,  c.  H.  it  is  further  enacted,  that 
if  any  person  do  or  shall,  by  any  fraud  or  shift,  cou* 
seqage,  circumvention,  deceit,  or  unlawful  device,  or 
ill  practice  whatsoever,  in  playing  at  or  with  cards, 
dice,  or  any  of  the  games  aforesaid,  or  in  or  by 
bearing  a  share  or  part  in  the  stakes,  wagers,  or  ad- 
ventures, or  in  or  by  betting  on  the  sides  or  hands  of 
such  as  do  or  shall  play  as  aforesaid,  win«  obtain,  or 
acquire,  to  himself  or  themselves,  or  to  any  other  or 
others,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  or  other  valuable 
thing  or  things  whatsoever,  or  shall  at  any  time  or 
sitting,  win  of  any  more  person  or  persons  what* 
soever,  above  the  sum  of  10/. ;  that  then,  every 
person  or  persons  so  winning  by  mdi  ill  pfietice*as 
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aforesaid,  or  wiDning  at  any  one  tixne  or  littiog, 
above  the  said  sum  or  value  of  10/. ;  and  being  con- 
victed  of  any  of  the  said  offences,  upon  an  indictment 
or  information  to  be  exhibited  against  him  or  them 
for  that  purpose,  shall  forfeit  five  times  (he  vahie  of 
the  sum  or  sums  of  money,  or  other  thin^  so  won  at 
aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  of  such  ill  practice  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  deemed  infamous,  and  shall  suffer  fuch 
corporal  punishment,  as  in  case  of  wilful  perjury; 
and  such  penalty  to  be  recovered  by  such  person  or 
persons  as  shall  sue  for  the  same  by  such  action  aa- 
aforesaid* 

And  any  person  who  shall  at  any  one  time  or  sit-^ 
ting,  by  playing  at  cards,  dice^  tables,  or  other  game 
or  games  whatsoever,  or  by  betting  on  the  si^  of 
such  as  do  play^  lose  to  any  one  or  more  personi  so- 
playing  or  betting,  in  the  whoIe,the  sum  orvalueof  l(V.r 
and  shall  pay  or  deliver  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof, 
the  person  so*  losing  and  paying,  or  delivering  tiie 
same,  shall  be  at  liberty,  within  three  months  then 
next,  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  same,  with  costs,  in 
any  court  of  record :  and,  if  he  shall  not  sue  in  tfarae 
months,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  other  person  to  sue 
for  and  recover  the  scune,  and  treble  value,  with  costi^ 
half  to  the  person  who  will  sue  for  the  same,  and  half 
to  the  poor  of  the  parish  where  the  offence  shall  be 
committed. 

Upon  the  construction  of  these  words  **  at  any  one 
thne  or  sitting,"  in  this  statute,  it  has  been  held,  that 
where  fourteen  guineas  had  been  won  and  paid  after 
a  continuance  at  play,  except  an  interruption  during 
dinner,  it  was-to  be  considered  as  won  at  one  time  or 
sitting ;  but '  tiie  court  said,  that  if  the  action  had 
been  brought  for  the  penalty,  by  a  common  informer, 
they  would  have  held,  that  tiie  money  had  been  lost 
at  two  sittings. 

And  every  person  who  shall  be  liable  to  be  sued 
for  the  same,  shall  be  obliged  to  answer  on  oath  sudi 
bill  as  iball  be  j^referred  against  him,  for  diacoverim^ 
4^  aim  of  uofliey  or  thing  so  won. 


\j  penon  ihall  ploy  at  cards/  dice,  tablai. 


I -' 


Craids^  b  , 

pastime,  jgame  or  games  whatsoever,  other  than  wHh 
M  fot  ttBAj  money,  or  ^hall  bet  on  die  sides  4f 
gndi  as  shalt  play, -or  shall  lose  any  sum  or  other 
ft^  exfeeedBng  1001.  st  any  one  time  or  meeting, 
i^fMin  ticket,  or  credit,  or  otterwise,  and  shall  not 
|qr  down  tlie  same  when  he  shaH  so  lose  it,  be  diall 
mc^in  sdch  case  be  bmmd  to  make  it  good,  but  flie 
oontract,.or  contracts  fbr  the  same,  and  for  evtny 
part  thereof,  and  aH  assurances  and  securities  for  Hii 
same  shall  be  void  and  of  no  effect ;  and  the  whmer 
shan  forfeit  treble  value,  of  all  such  sums  or  other 
.ftinn  as  hi  Aall  so  win  above  XfXH.  half  to  the  king, 
atad  naif  to  him  ulio  shall  sue,  within  one  year,  in  any 
4ff  Ihe  tourts  of  record  at  Westnunster  with  treUe 

MSts. 

''  And'  A  notes,  bills,  bonds,  judgments,  mortgageSt 
or  oflier  securities  or  conveyances  whatsoever,  wn«ro 
Hbe  whole  or  any  -part  of  the  consideration  of  sndi 
iecurities  and  conveyances  diall  be  fbr  money  or 
other  valuable  thmgs  won  by  gaming,  or  playing  at 
cards,  dice,  tables,  tennis,  bowls,  or  other  game  or 
games  whatsoever ;  or  by  betting  on  the  sides  of 
such  as  do  game  at  any  of  the  games  aforesaid ;  or 
for  the  reimbursing  or  repaying  of  any  money  know- 
ingly lent  or  advanced  at  the  time  and  place  of  such 
play,  to  any  person  or  persons  so  gaming  or  betting 
as  aforesaid,  or  that  shall,  during  such  play  so  play  or 
bet,  shall  be  utterly  void,  frustrate,  and  of  none  effect. 
And  where  such  securities  shall  be  of  lands,  tenements, 
or  hereditaments,  or  such  as  incumber  and  affect  the 
same ;  they  shall  enure  and  be  to  the  sole  use  and 
benefit  of,  and  devolve  upon  such  persons  as  should  or 
might  have  such  lands,  in  case  the  said  grantor,  or  per- 
son so  incumbering  the  same,  had  been  dead :  and  all 
grants  or  convejrances  to  hinder  them  from  devolving 
on  such  person  shall  be  deem6d  fraudulent  ami 
«sid: 

If,  therefore,  a  billof  efxclmngiBlke  i^veh  for  money 


won  at  play,  it  cannot  be  reooverad  tqpon^  OTen  by 
an  indorsee  who  has  given  a  valuable  conrideratioa 
for  it,  and  without  notice :  for,  the  original  vice  of 
the  consideration  affects  the  security,  even  in  thf 
hands  of  an  innocent  holder.  And  from  a  decision  in 
the  court  of  chancery,  it  seems  that  if  money  be  paid 
on  such  security,  it  may  be  recovered  back :  because 
payment  under  a  void  security  cannot  be  supportecL 
Nor  does  the  limitation  of  three  months  (within 
which  time  the  statute  requires  the  loser  of  the 
money,  actually  paid  at  the  time  it  is  lost,  to  bring 
his  action  to  recover  it  back)  extend  to  payments  on 
account  of  such  void  securities. 

If  any  person  shall  win  at  play,  or  by  bettings  i^ 
any  one  time,  the  sum  or  value  of  10/.  or  within  the 
apace  of  twenty^four  hours,  the  sum  or  value  of  20L 
he  shall  be  liable  to  be  indicted  for  such  offence  in 
aiz  months,  either  in  the  King's  Beach,  or  at  the 
assizes ;  and  being  convicted,  shall  be  fined  five 
times  the  value  of  the  sum  won  or  lost ;  which,  after 
such  charges  as  the  court  shall  judge  reasonable^ 
allowed  thereout  to  the  prosecutor  and  evidenc4, 
shall  go  to  the  poor. 

And  if  one  offender  shall  discover  another,  so  that 
he  be  convicted,  the-  discoverer  shall  be  discharged 
from  all  penalties  on  account  of  such  offence,  if  not 
before  convifited  thereof,  and  shall  be  admitted  as  an 
evidence-  to  prove  the  same. 

Any  two  justices  may  cause  to  come,  or  to  be 
brought  before  them,  every  person  whom  they  shall 
have  just  cause  to  suspect  to  have  no  visible  estate, 
profession,  or  calling  to  maintain  themselves  by,  but 
do  for  the  most  part  support  themselves  by  gaming,; 
and  if  such  person  do  not  make  it  appear  to  the 
said  justices,  that  the  principal  part  of  his  expenses 
is  not  maintained  by  gaming,  they  shall  require  of 
him  sufficient  securities  for  bis  good  behaviour  for 
the  spaoe  of  twelve  months ;  and  in  defoyolt  of  his 
finding  such  securitiesy  shall  commit  bim  to  the  com* 
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iMti  gioi  tni  he  shall  find  such  secarities  as  afore- 
said. 

And  if  he  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  shall 
be  boiiild,  at  any  one  time  or  sttting,  play  or  bet  for 
jany  sum  or  sums  of  money,  or  other  thing  or  things, 
exceeding  in  the  whole  the  viilue  of  twenty  shillings, 
tach  playing  shall  be  deemed  a  forfeiture  of  the  recog- 
nizance. 

In  order  to  prevent  such  quarrels  as  may  happen 
t>n  account  of  gaming ;  if  any  person  shall  assault 
«nd  beat,  or  challenge  to  fight,  any  other  person 
whatsoever,  on  account  of  any  money  won  by  gam- 
ing, playing,  or  betting,  at  any  one  of  the  games 
aforesaid,  he  shall  on  conviction  thereof  by  i^orm- 
^on  or  indictment,  forfeit  to  the  king,  all  his  goods, 
chattels,  and  personal  estates  whatsoever,  and  shall 
also  suflTer  imprisonment  without  bail  or  mainprize,  in 
ihe  common  |^ol  of  the  county  where  the  conviction 
shall  be  had,  during  the  term  of  two  years. 

If  any  perison  who  shall  be  licensed  to  sell  any 
^sorts  of  liquors,  or  who  shall  sell,  or  suffer  the  same 
to  be  sold,  in  his  house,  outhouse,  ground,  or  apart- 
ment thereto  belonging,  shall  knowingly  suffer  any 
gaming  with  cards,  dice,  draughts,  shuffle-boards, 
mississippi,  or  billiard-tables,  skittles,  nine-pins,  or 
with  any  other  implement  of  gaming  in  his  house, 
outhouse,  ground,  or  apartment  ttiereto  belonging, 
by  any  journeymen,  labourers,  servants,  or  appren- 
tices; and  shall  be  convicted  thereof  on  confession, 
t>r  oath  of  one  witness,  before  one  justice,  within  six 
days  after  the  offence  committed,  he  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  for  the  first  ^offence  forty  shillings,  and  for  every 
#ther  offence  ten  pounds,  by  distress,  by  warrant  of 
such  justice,  three-fourths  to  the  church- wardens,  for 
the  use  of  the  poor,  and  one-fourth  to  the  informers. 

By  the  recent  police  acts,  gamblers  and  persons 
convicted  of  keeping  gambling-houses  are  liable  to 
be  punished  by  committal  to  hard  labour,  and  as  not 
only  the  magistrates  of  London,  but  also  the  Lord 


ClmfJaieiee  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  ham  de- 
daneS^  their  determination  to  put  the  act  in  force  in 
ftiture  eases  of  conviction,  we  shall  doubtless  son 
hear  of  fShe  worshipful  society  of  Black-lees  amusing 
themselves  at  the  agreeable  exercise  of  (Se  Tread- 
Mill.  Wduld  not  the  'effect  be  heightened  if  the 
first  batch  was  made  to  comprise  a  few  of  the  co- 
roneted  and  clerical  knaves  whom  we  have  already 
described  ? 


CHAPTER  X. 

Some  of  the  Black  Legs  orertaken  by  Justioe-^IVialy  Coademn- 
atkni,  and'Puoiihment  of  Gangs  conricted  mder  the  Statute 
against  keeping  Common  Gannng  Honaes. 


Having  in  our  former.  Chapter  lifted  aside  the  veil 
of  mystery  under  cover  of  which  the  unholy  rites  of 
the  modem  hells  were  celebrated, — ^and  followed  up 
tbe^exposure  by  a  digest  of  the  laws  to  which  the 
black-legs  are  amenable,  we  now  proceed  to  detail 
the  means  by  which  justice  has  at  length  overtaken 
aome  portion  of  the  worthless,  crew. 

NumeroiM  prosecutions  have  at  different  periods 
i>een  commenced  against  the .  keepers  of  common 
fgaming  houses,  and  in  some  instances  convictions  have 
followed ;  but  the  defendants  escaped  being  brought  up 
Co  receive  the  judgement  of  the  Cfourt ;  for  it  ui^ortu- 
nately  happen^  that  the  prosecutors  were  men,  whose 
fortunes  had  been  lost  at  the  gaming-table,  and  who 
.were  either  intimidated  by  threats  and  persecutions 
to  drop  proceedings,  or  from  the  necessity  of  their 
circumstances  were^  unable  to'  withstand  a  bribe,  and 
irere.thns  induced  to  compromise  their  public  duty. 

Sojph  have  been  the  means  by  which- the  gaming] 


houie  kefpnn^  liMre  for  so  great  a  leng^  of  time 
baflfed  tbe  wds  of  justiee,  asd  beea  enabled  to  coDr 
ftmue  their  profitably  but  iniquitoua  and  ruinous  sy$- 
,tem  of  pluiidert  in  open  defiance  of  the  laws. 

It  remained  for  a  Mr.  Woodrofie  and  a  Mr.  Grani^ 
the  prosecutors  in  the  trials  which  we  are  now  about 
to  record^  to  perform  the  important  and  beneficial 
duty  of  dra^^ng  to  the  Bar  of  Justice  some  of  the 
most  notorious  of  the  delinquents,  there  to  receive 
that  just  punishment,  which  the  highly  criminal  and 
demoralising  nature  of  their  offences  had  so  long  and 
80  richly  deserved. 

To  the  firm  and  manly  exertions  of  tliese  pro- 
secutors the  public  are  indebted  for  the  first  effec- 
tual check  whilch  the  gaming-house  system  has  re- 
ceived. In  the  performance  of  these  duties  they  have 
beiin  assailed  by  every  species  of  obloquy  and  dander 
whieh  the  pea  of  miserable  and  bireUog  cakunniators 
could  invent  They  rejected  with  scorn  tbe  offered 
bribe ;  and  steadily  pursued  (hat  course  which  a 
sense  of  public  duty  pointed  out.  Their  exertions 
have  been  crowned  with  success :  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  severity  of  the  sentence  passed  upon 
such  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Hells  as  have  at  present 
been  brought  to  justice,  will  effectually  deter  others 
from  the  commission  of  similar  offencesw  The  sufli- 
ciency  of  the  laws  to  repress  Gaming  is  herein  de*- 
nionstrated;  and  the  public  vfill  surely  no  hmger  be- 
hold with  indifference  the  continuance  of  that  sjrstem 
which  has  brought  tfiousands  to  ruin»  suicide,  and  the 
iscaffoM! 

'  We  now  proceed  to  give  a  digested  report  of  some 
of  the  trials  which  have  taken  place  on  indictments 
against  persons  for  keeping  common  gaming-hoosesL 
'^e  strictest  attention  which  the  reader  can  bestow, 
on  the  evidence  by  which  these  indictments  have 
been  supported,  will  be  amply  repaid  by  the  veir 
curious  light  which  it  throws  on  the  tricks  and  frmm 
of  the  master  black-Icgs. 
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IN  THE   COURT   OF  KlNO*S  BENCH. 

The  King,  on  the  Proiecution  ^  John  WoonROFtBy 
Esq.,  against  BicHAiRD  Bennett,  Frederick  Old- 
field,  John  Philips,  and  Thomas  Carlos,  far 
a  JHfisdemclanour  in  ieeping  a  Common  Qammg 
House  at  No.  75,  St.  James'sStreet. 

Mr.  C.  Phillips  and  Mr.  Talford  conducted  the 
prosecutor's  case,  and  Mr.  Curwood  and  Mr.  Piatt 
were  for  the  defendants. 

Mr.  Tai^ford  opened  the  proceedings  by  stating 
the  nature  of  the  indictment  against  the  defendants^, 
which  was  for  keeping  a  common  gaming-house.  The 
specific  acts  were  variously  laid  in  four  counts. 

Mr.  CHARLES  PHILLIPS  stated  the  case  to 
the  Jury.  The  offence  charged  against  the  defend- 
ants, he  said,  was  that  of  keeping  a  common  gaming 
house.  In  a  criminal  proceedmg  of  so  serious  a. 
nature,  he  deemed  it  unjustifiable  to  introduce  any 
observations  which  might  tend  to  prejudice  or  in- 
flame the  case  against  the  defendantst  and  would 
therefore  confine  himself  to  a  simple  and  naked 
statement  of  the  facts,  and  to  laying  them  befor^ 
the  jury.  The  question  was  whether  or  not  No,. 
75,  St.  James's  Street,  was  a  house  where  unlawful 
games  were  played,  and  whether  tlie  defendants  were 
the  masters  of  it  ?  He  hoped  to  be  able  to  establish 
this  proposition  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  jury. 
He  wcmid  not  at  present  pass  any  strong  comments 
upon  the  defendants  being  persons  of  the  description 
charged  .in  the  indictment,  because  if  they  were  con- 
victed of  tlie  offence,  there  would  be  another  occasio|i 
better  fitted  for  the  introduction  of  such  remarks. 
This  indictment  was  preferred  by  a  gentleman  of  the^ 
luuoie  of  Woodro£fe,  a  student  of  the  Inner  Temple. 
From  this  gentlcmaui  who,  like  too  many  others, 
had  been  seduced  to  visit  these  receptacles  of  vieef 
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Ihe  jury  would  leioxn  that  sums  of  an  unlawful  amount 
were  played"  for  thjere.  It  was  Mr.  WoodroSs^ 
mMbrtune  to  lose  considerable  sndis  at  piayt  and  he 
was  acquainted  with  the  penons  of  the  four  defends 
aints.  Ujpott  the  4ue8tion  of  its  being  a  gaming- 
]|oase/ howeiver,  ttore  could  be,  IMe  doimt^  itod 
ttfr^  obly  remaining  question  was;  ithettier  the  iiiiur 
defendtfits  were  the  proprietors  t.  Mr.  Woddrolfe 
would  speak  to-  seeing  tne  four  defendants  present 
whilst  the  games,  where  playing^  and  that  they  acted 
as  masters,  being  distinguidied  flroin  the  vlfeilofi  by 
AeSt  not  wearing  their  hats,  whilst  all  diher  ptriods  m 
<he  fTOom  were  generally  cohered.  Hfe  woiild  tJs6' 
tseff  tbief  jttry  (htft  he  saw  them  divfdmg  die  i^^itirftsr 
tte  (rihjr  was  d^ne ; '  Vind  tiiat  upon  one  ni^  Mllcil* 
iSttrly  Wnen  he  eatne  in  bte,  he  was  informed  fy  oma 
€i  the  defendaotk,  di*t  tb6  game  was  OTor,  bbt  ttal 
diey  would  be  glad  to  see  him  aikofller  tfane.  AflAtiier 
witntss  wodtd  M  called  to  coiffinti' Mr:  Woodroflb% 
lMtittioii|^;  iandlfomhimthe  jurywckildfeaHiaciriA^ 
statice  whk^  would  be  important  against  one  of  tbd* 
defendants.  Hiis  witness,  having  tiie  too  common 
misfortune  to  be  involved  in  a  personal  quarrel  with 
another  gentleman  whom  he  met  at  a  house  of  this 
description,  in  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  false 
honour,  if  (here  could  be  any  honour  in  such  a  place, 
requested  one  of  the  defendants  to  lend  him  a  pair 
of  pistols,  he  having  been  informed  that  the  defend- 
ant possessed  an  eiu^ellent  pair :  the  defendant,  how- 
ever, reiiised  to  accommodate  him,  observing,  *'  Tou 
know  I  must  not.  If  any  thing  unfortunate  should 
occur,  I  should  get  into  a  pretty  scrape."  So  much 
for  <l^  proof  of  proprietorship  against  this  house. 
With  one  observation,  then,  he  should  leave  the  case 
in  die  hands  of  the  jury.  An  attempt  might  be 
made  on  the  other  side  to  impeach  the  credit  of  the 
witnesses,  on  tiie  ground  of  tfieir  bemg  disqipointed 
gamesters.  He  (Mr.  Phillips)  was  convineed  the 
jury  would  find  them  honourlble  mea     He  did  not 
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hamewm  wish  to  batpeak  them  any  indn^^enee  for 
Ihem/for  he  wished  the  Jury  to  deal  with  them  as 
they  jaw  them.  That  they  had  gamed  at  this 
hoi»e  there  eould  be  no  doubt,  but  it  should  hb 
Rcoliected,  that  if  credit  was  not  to  be  given  to  the 
testimony  of  such  witnesses,  the  keepers  of  these  deas 
of  iniquity  eoidd  never  be  brought  to  justice,  as  nd 
other  persons  would  be  good  evidence  but  such  as 
were  presest.  When  he  had  laid  this  evidence  bo* 
fore  the  jury,  he  had  no  doubt  of  their  verdict. 

JOHN  WOODROFFE,  the  prosecutor,  was  then 
imlled  and  examined,  I  know  the  house  No.  W, 
fit  James's-street.  I  first  frequented  it  in  the  latter 
end  of  July,  1821.  I  was  introduced  by  a  gentto- 
man  whom  I  met  at  a  coffee-house.  There  seemedl 
to  be  great  diflSculty  in  getting  in ;  and  we  had  tn 
pass  through  several  doors  strongly  barricadoed  be^ 
fore  we  came  to  the  gambling  room,  which  was  in  a 
front  room  up  stairs.  The  furniture  of  the  room 
was  of  a  gorgeous  description,  the  curtains  damask^ 
and  every  thing  tended  to  captivate  the  seBfOL 
There  were  about  thirty  persons  present;  they  played 
at  a  French  game  called  Rouge  et  Noir.  They  all 
played  against  the  bank.  The  game  is  played  upon 
a  large  oblong  table,  covered  with  green  cloth,  upos 
which  there  are  four  compartments  or  divisions^ 
coloured  red  and  black  alternately,  and  the  players 
may  stake  their  money  upon  either  colour  as  suita 
their  fancy.  The  bank  is  placed  on  the  middle  of 
the  table,  and  the  croupiers  or  dealers  sit  opposite 
each  other,  having  the  bank  before  them.  There 
were  six  packs  of  cards  used  in  the  play,  and  each 
event  or  stake  is  decided  in  half  a  minute.  WbeiF 
ever  a  tfanrty-one  aprds  occurs,  which  is  calculated 
ie  take  place  three  times  in  every  two  deals  eE 
4wenly-e^t  events,  the  keepers  of  the  bank  win 
lialf  t&e.  money  staked  on  the  table,  without  the  poe* 
IMhility  of  knig  anything.  The  chancea  of  wai- 
it^arii  vm/OfmtKnm  of  the  bank.    Ihavekerti 

So 


THE    OAUBLER  5    SCOUBGE. 

to  the  bouse  seven  or  eight  times,  and  have  invariably 
been  a  loser.  I  have  played  at  hazard  there  also. 
I  have  seen  all  the  del'endants  there,  acting  as  masters 
or  managers.  The  visitors  generally  kept  their  haU 
on,  hilt  the  defendants  used  always  to  be  uncovered, 
as  if  they  were  at  home.  I  have  heard  them  giving 
directions  to  their  servants  about  the  refreshments. 
These,  consisting  of  the  choicest  wines,  spirits,  &c., 
Were  handed  about,  gratis,  and  in  profusion,  and  the 
visitors  partook  of  them  till  many  became  drunk.  1 
recollect  going  in  one  night,  after  the  game  was 
over,  when  tlie  four  defendants  were  sitting  round 
tlie  table  counting  the  money  in  the  bank.  Carlos 
told  me  the  play  was  over,  hut  they  would  be  glad 
to  see  me  another  night.  I  have  always  seen  the 
defendants  there  when  I  went.  Upon  one  occasion 
I  interfered  iu  the  case  of  a  gentlemau  who  was 
drunk,  and  whose  money  1  thou:iht  they  were  taking 
unfairly,  when  Phillips  said,  '"  Wc  know  how  to  rec- 
tify mistakes  witliout  your  interference."  The  de- 
fendants were  always  sober,  but  many  of  the  players 
were  often  intoxicated. 

Croas-txamincd  by  Mr.  Curwood.  I  have  played 
in  defendants'  house  several  times.  I  am  a  student 
-  of  the  Inner  Temple,  and  expect  to  be  called  to  the 
bar.  I  have  unfortunately  lost  too  much  time  at 
Ifaese  bouses.  I  have  broug^  civil  actions  for  the 
.recovery  of  money  I  have  lost  against  these  same 
'defendants,  and  have  preferred  an  indictment  against 
wiolher  gaming-house  in  Pall  Mall.  I  am  not  con- 
cerned in  any  other  indictment.  I  was  not  mudi 
alarmed  when  I  was  first  introduced  into  this  gaming- 
-house.  I  had  lost  a  great  deal  of  money,  and  by 
the  advice  of  my  friends  preferred  this  indictment.  I 
hare  never  been  in  the  Fleet  Prison,  nor  have  I  ever 
taken  the  benefit  of  the  Insolvent  Act  - 1  luiTe  been 
■arrested  more  than  once  by  a  sheriff's  officer,  but  al* 
^nys  paid  debt  and  costs.  I  have  rcfieatedly  ufwrij 
4*  co^romlae'  this  prooeednig  agnnit  the  ihtetl* 
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WILLIAM  SMITH  examined.  I  am  a  Ueute* 
nant  in  the  army.  I  know  the  house.  No.  75,  St 
James's  Street.  I  have  accompanied  Mr.  Woodroflb 
there.  Rouge  et  Noir  and  hazard  was  played  there. 
Refreshments,  consisting  of  wine,  spirits,  fruit,  sand- 
wiches, &c.,  were  provided  for  tiie  players,  and  dis- 
tributed gratis.  I  have  occasionally  seen  persons  in 
the  room  who  were  not  quite  sober.  The  defendants 
were  generally  sober.  AH  the  defendants,  except 
Oldfield,  were  constantly  in  the  room,  and  took  an 
active  part  in  the  management  of  the  concern.  Old- 
field  was  not  always  there ;  he  generally  came  in  late. 
I  once  applied  to  Bennett  to  lend  me  a  pair  of  pistols, 
but  he  refused,  with  an  observation  upon  the  impro- 
priety of  his  lending  me  his  pistols.  I  was  in  th^ 
house  on  the  2d  of  August,  and  saw  Mr.  Woodroffe 
there.  The  stakes  played  for  at  this  house  are  from 
10^.  to  <£100. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Curwood.  I  have  been 
indicted.  The  keepers  of  the  gaming-houses  indicted 
me  after  I  had  taken  proceedings  against  them.  I 
have  never  taken  the  benefit  of  the  Insolvent  Act.  I 
am  now  in  the  rules  of  the  King's  Bench,  but  should 
not  be  there  had  I  not  been  arrested  by  the  gaming- 
house keepers ;  and  two  of  my  detaining  creditors  at 
this  moment  are  keepers  of  gaming-houses. 

Re-examined  by  Mr.  Phillips.  I  have  lost  very 
large  sums  of  money.  I  do  not  think  I  lost  more 
than  <£100  at  75,  St.  James  s  Street.  I  have  lost 
upwards  of  ^2000  at  32,  Pall  Mall.  I  have  been 
a  great  loser  at  other  houses. 

JOHN  TOMLINSON,  the  collector  of  taxes, 
proved  that  the  house  was  in  the  parish  of  Sf. 
James's. 

Mr.  Phillips.    This  is  my  case. 

Mr.  Curwood  addressed  the  Jury  for  the  defend- 
ants. He  c6ntended  that  the  witnesses  were  disap- 
pointed gamblers,  who  had  commenced  these  prose- 
cutions for  the  purpose  of  extorting  money,  and  that 
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^.  Th€fy  did  not  ecme  into  Cdurt-witii  cleui  haiNb ; 
Aey  aiocitted  others  of  (lie  very  erfme  of  which  fbey 
Ihemsdves  had  been  goiltjr.  Upon  tfie  whole,  be 
tinuted  the  Jikr;  would  look  with  great  soflpicion  upon 
liieir  eyideaoe,  and  disappoint  the  motives  which  had 
fiiAiced  this  proseention.  ' 

The  LokD  Chief  Justice  shortly  reviewed  tbe 
ease,  said,  there  was  not  eyen  a  shadow  which  couM 
impeach  tte  credit  of  the  witnesses;  The  Jury  conM 
not  expect  to  g^t  evidence  in  such  cases,  if  they  did 
not  receive  the  testimony  of  persons  who  frequented 
fliese  houses ;  and  for  his  own  part  he  saw  no  reaiNm 
to  disbelieve  the  evidence  whidi  had  been  laid  before 
them. 

The  Jury  iQrtantly  found  all  fbur  defendants,. 
QUILTY, 

■     * 

IN  THE  COUBT  OF  KIN^S^S  BENCH. 

J%6  King  on  the  m  the  prosecution  of  John  Woon- 
ROPFE,  Esq.,  Against  Charles  Edward  Rogibr 
and  William  Southwell  Humphries,  for  a  mtf- 
demeanour  in  keepins  a  common  gaming-house,  at 
No.  32,  late  40,  Pall  MaU. 

Mr.  Talford  opened  the  pleadings  in  this  case. 
The  indictment  was  in  all  respects  similar  to  the  one 
in  the  preceding  trial,  with  the  exception  of  the 
change  of  names. 

Mr.  Phillips  stated  the  case  to  the  Jury  nearly  as 
follows: — My  learned  friend,  Mr.  Talford,  has  in- 
formed you.  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  of  the  nature  of 
the  offence  charged  against  tlie  defendants.  The 
facts  which  I  shall  lay  before  you  will  be  nearly  simi- 
lar to  what  you  have  heard  in  the  preceding  trial,  and 
will  be  proved  by  tbe  same  witnesses.  Nor  have  I 
a  doubt  of  your  coming  to  the  same  oonclusion,  and 
of  obtainmg  your  verdiot.    In  one  respect,  indeed. 


^the  proof  in  this  case  will  be  stronger  than  in  the  last 
Mr.  Woodroffe  will  tell  you,  that  once  in  a  fit  of  de* 
flf>air»  after  losing  a  large  sum,  he  threw  down  a 
^100  note  to  stake  against  the  bank,  with  the/aes 
of  the  note  down,  in  order  to  conceal  its  value,  which 
note  he  lost.  In  a,  short  time  after,  Humphries  came 
to  him  and  said,  "  You  were  a  fool  to  throw  your 
note  with  the  face  down,  for  it  is  a  rule  in  our  bouse, 
that  if  you  win  more  than  c^20,  you'll  not  be  paid 
unless  your  note  is  turned  with  the  face  upwards  that 
the  amount  may  be  seen. "  Some  nights  afterwards, 
Mr.  Woodroffe  forgetting  this  lesson  staked  another 
<^100  note  with  the  face  downwards,  but  after  the 
game  had  commenced  seeing  Humphries  wink  at  the 
dealer,  he  recollected  himself,  and  snatched  the  note 
up  again.  Humphries  endeavoured  to  re-possess  him- 
self of  the  note ;  a  contest  ensued,  Rogier  was  sent 
for  to  assist  Humphries,  and  they  continued  to  strug- 
gle till  they  learnt  the  bank  had  lost.  Mr.  Woodroffe 
therefore  won,  but  thigy  never  paid  him.  This  cir- 
cumstance^ Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  sufRoiently  proves 
that  they  were  proprietors,  and  when  it  is  recorded 
en  oath  before  you,  will  of  itself  entitle  me  to  your 
verdict.  Before  I  conclude,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
offer  a  few  words  with  respect  to  the  credit  of  the 
witnesses.  From  the  example  of  the  last  case,  I 
have  no  doubt  an  attempt  will  again  be  made  to  im- 
peach the  credit  of  these  gentlemen,  on  the  ground  of 
their  being  disappointed  gamesters.  It  was  certainly 
their  misfortune  to  be  inveigled  to  these  ruinous 
houses,  but  it  was  less  tlieir  fault  than  their  misfor*- 
tune;  and  they  now  coitie  forward  to  make  some 
atonement  to  their  families  and  to  society  for  their 
follies,  by  dragging  to  justice  the  miscreants  who  had 
so  nearly  effected  their  ruin.  Instead  of  being  made 
the  objects  of  obloquy,  these  young  men  were  entitled 
to  the  highest  praise  for  their  courage  in  publicly  ex- 
posing those  houses,  and  the  system  which  has 
brought  to  ruin  and  disgrace  Ae  sons  of  too  many 
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honert  tradesmen.  It  certaidy  did  no  credit  to  any 
man  ever  to  have  given  his.  sanction  to  such  places ; 
but  youth  was  weak  and  easily  led,  and  these  gm- 
tlemen  are  again  restored  to  their  families,  and  to 
their  reason.  Mr.  Woodroffe,  in  bringing  forward 
this  prosecution,  has  been  actuated  by  t^  most  disin- 
terested  motives ;  he  has  lately  married  into  a  most 
i>3spectable  family,  and  he  thought  it  due  tO:  himself 
and  the  public  to  bring  those  persons,  by  whom  he 
had  so  long  been  led  astray,  to  punishment.  Mr. 
Smith,  the  other  witness,  was  in  die  King's  Bench, 
with  two  gaming-house  keepers  amongst  his  detaining 
creditors;  but  any  observation  upon  his  distressed 
situation  came  with  a  very  bad  grace  from  Mr.  Ro- 
gier*8  counsel.  If  this  gentleman,  who  ho  barely 
entered  upon  the  threshold  of  manhood,  had  not  fre* 
quented  such  houses  as  Mr.  Rogier  s,  he  need  not 
now  be  wasting  the  spring  of  his  life  within  the  walls 
ot  a  prison.  It  was  by  frequenting  these  dens  ^  . 
fraud,  and  receptacles  of  vice,  that  Mr.  Smith  came 
to  be  a  prisoner  in  the  Bench,  after  spending  a  pri* 
vate  fortune  of  ^20,000 ! 

Mr.  WOODROFFE  examined.  I  visited  No. 
40,  Pall  Mall,  about  the  same  time  that  I  frequented 
the  former  house.  I  found  the  access  to  thjs  .still 
more  difficult  than  to  the  other.  Tlie  doors  were 
doubly  guarded,  and  peculiarly  strong.  I  was  usher- 
ed up  stairs,  and  entered  a  room  where  a  number  of 
persons  were  playing  Rouge  et  Noir. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said,  it  was  unnecessary 
again  to  describe  the  game. 

Mr.  CuRwooD  for  the  defendant,  said  the  game  of 
Rouge  et  Noir,  was  not  mentioned  in  the  statute; 
and  that  he  meant  to  make  that  omission  the  foun- 
dation of  an  objection  another  time. 

Mr.  Woodroffe's  examination  continued.  I  saw 
several  thousands  of  pounds  on  the  table.  The  fate 
of  each  stake  was  decided  in  half  a  minute.  I  never 
taw  any  other  game  than  Rouge  et  Noir  played 
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there.  There  were  refreshments  of  French  .wines, 
spirits,  cake  and  fruits,  which  were  given  gratis. 
The  furniture  of  the  room  was  of  die  most  expensive 
description.  The  two  defendants  appeared  there  as 
masters,  and  were  referred  to  in  all  disputes.  They 
lent  money  to  those  who  lost,  to  encourage  them  to 
play  again ;  that  is,  if  they  got  security  for  their 
money.  Upon  one  occasion,  having  lost  a  very  large 
sum  of  money  in  small  sums,  I  staked  a  one  hundred 
pound  note  against  the  bank.  The  amount  of  it  was 
not  seen,  the  back  of  it  being  turned  up.  In  about 
an  hour  afterwards,  Humphries  called  me  out  of  the 
room,  and  said,  ''  I  saw  you  throw  a  one  hundred 
pound  note  on  the  gaming-table  ;  if  it  had  won  you 
would  not  have  been  paid,  for  it  is  a  rule  in  this 
house,  not  to  pay  any  note  above  twenty  pounds, 
unless  the  face  or  amount  of  the  note  is  exposed.*' 
I  observed  to  him  that  he  ought  to  have  informed  me 
of  that  rule  before,  as  1  had  previously  played  two 
fiflty  pound  notes  in  the  same  manner,  which  I  lost. 
On  a  subsequent  evening,  I  threw  down  another  one 
hundred  pound  note,  but  before  the  event  was  decided 
I  recollected  what  Humphries  had  said,  and  snatched 
it  up  again.  Humphries  endeavoured  to  take  it  from 
me  again,  and  sent  for  Rogier  to  his  assistance.  They 
did  not,  however,  obtain  the  note  from  me.  I  have 
seen  a  great  deal  of  play  there.  The  defendants  were 
always  there.  The  guests  were  often  drunk,  the  de- 
fendants invariably  sober. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Curwood.  I  was  always 
sober  myself.  I  live  on  my  own  property.  I  know 
that  Rogier  lives  at  Camden  Town.  I  called  at  his 
(Rogier's)  house  once,  by  his  desire.  I  did  not  offer 
to  compromise  this  business  upon  being  paid  three 
hundred  and  sixty  pounds,  and  my  attorney's  costs. 
I  was  the  plaintiff  in  an  action  for  a  gambling  trans- 
action, which  stood  for  trial  to-day,  but  I  withdrew 
the  record. 

by  Mr.  Phillips.     Rogier  offered 
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me  temii  to  cnni()i'omise  the  bminess,  wliich  I  refused. 
He  threatened  Ut  indict  iiic  for  an  assooft  at  Ibe 
g-jining-house  for  trying  to  get  back  my  nurney.  He 
also  mid  that  it  wm  lueleiM  for  ine,  or  any  other  m> 
fnrmrr,  tn  altuck  him.  tbr  they  would  have  to  oan- 
tcnd  against  u  nillion  of  money,  a*  not  only  his 
(Hogier's)  priTute  purse,  hut  tlie  joint  stock  of  tiie 
gsming -house  proprietors,  which  was  wort))  a  mtUion, 
voitld  he  employed  to  defend  all  proseeutidiis,  ami 
crash  informers. 

Mv.  SMITH  cxammed.  1  know  tlie  houw  No. 
83,  Hnll  Mall.  1  know  the  defenilunta  to  be  propria 
ctnrH  or  raanagers  of  it.  1  did  not  frequent  thst 
house  in  the  month  «f  August.  I  ncrer  smv  Mr. 
Woodrofte  there.  I  was  not  there  for  two  moottlK 
before  the  4th  of  August,  18:31. 

Mr.  I'latt,  for  the  defendnnts,  objected  totavftHi* 
dCTice  given  before  tlie  4tli  of  August,  the  day  laid  m 
the  indictment. 

The  liOBD  Chief  Ju8Tice  was  of  opinion  tiiat 
the  objection  was  good,  and  suggested  the  propriirtf 
of  not  pressing  the  inquiry  further. 

Kfr.  PiirLLins  said,  as  that  was  his  Lordship's 
opinion  he  should  ac(|iiiesce,  and  leave  his  cuo  as  il 
then  stood,  wrthont  further  evidence.  '"' 

Mr.  Ctiinvooo  decUned  catling  any  witnessM  Sok 
the  defence  ;  he  again  contended  that  the  proseeutor** 
evidence  was  not  worthy  of  credit,  and  implond  Ike 
Jury  to  be  cautious  in  receiving  tlic  testhsony  of'» 
person  who  did  not  himself  come  int«  Court  vHh 
ciMin  hnnd.f. 

Tiie  tionu  Ciiiek  Justick  recapitulated  tlie  tvi* 
dcoce.  and  addresseil  a  few  words  to  the  Jury,  «lw 
inMmtly  found  tlie  defendants  GUILTY.  i 
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IN    THE    COURT    OF    KINO'S    BENCH. 

The  King,  on  the  Prosecution  of  Thomas  Ehskine 
Grant,  agauist  John  Fielder,  and  John  Ald- 
RIDGE,  for  keeping  a  Common  Qaming  House. 

The  Common  Sekgeant  stated  the  case  to  the 
Jnry.  It  was,  he  observed,  a  subject  whicli  demand- 
ed their  most  serious  consideration.  It  was  an  in- 
dictment for  one  of  the  most  obnoxious  nuisances  with 
which  society  was  afflicted — the  keeping  a  common 
gambling  house,  tending  to  debauch  the  morals  of 
youth,  and  defraud  the  unwary  of  their  property.  In- 
deed it  was  unnecessary  to  enter  into  any  detail  as  to 
the  character  of  a  nuisance  which  was  but  too  exten- 
sive in  this  great  metropolis — an  evil  in  some  measure 
to  be  attiibuted  to  the  difficulty  of  bringing  the  offen- 
ders to  justice. 

The  defendants  were  the  keepers  of  a  notorious 
gaming-house  in  Bennett-street,  St.  James's.  The 
prosecutor  was  a  young  man,  who  shortly  after  he 
came  of  age,  and  had  arrived  in  this  country  from 
India,  became  possessed  of  a  considerable  property. 
With  the  heedlessness  and  folly  of  youth,  he  was  se- 
duced to  enter  the  defendant's  house,  where  he  soon 
became  tlie  victim  of  those  wicked  practices  which 
had  for  years  been  there  carried  on  with  impunity. 
Sunk  in  the  vortex  of  dissipation,  he  lost  every  shilling 
he  possessed  in  the  world,  apd  was  shortly  afterwards 
consigned  to  a  prison,  destitute  of  the  common  neces* 
saries  of  life.  In  the  hour  of  distress  he  wrote  to  the 
defendants,  representing  to  them  his  deplorable  situa- 
tion, and  beseeching  them  to  afford  him  some  assist- 
ance to  keep  him  from  absolute  starvation,  and  at  the 
same  time  reminding  them  that  he  had  been  rtiined 
by  the  practices  allowed  in  their  house.  To  this  ap- 
pKcatioii  he  received  a  cold  answer  from  the  defend- 
antSj  disclaiming  all  knowledge  of  him— saying  that 
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they  knew  noUiing  of  him  at  the  period  to  which  he 
alluded,  and  refusing  any  relief.  His  situation  be- 
came known  to  his  friends,  and  they  relieved  him  from 
his  embarrassments,  upon  condition  that  he  should 
bring  the  authors  of  liis  ruin  to  justice.  He  now, 
therefore^  summoned  courage  to  confess  his  own  folly 
and  weakness  to  a  jury,  in  the  hope  that  his  example 
would  be  an  awful  warning  to  other  young  men  in  Lis 
situation.  A  conviction  in  this  case,  if  well  founded, 
could  not  fail  of  benefiting  society. 

Thomas  Erskixe  Grant,  a  young  man  of  gen- 
teel appearance,  was  then  put  into  the  box  and  ex-^ 
amined  by  Mr.  Rotcli.  I  am  acquainted  with  the 
defendantSt  Fielder  and  Aldridge.  I  know  the  house 
No.  9y  Bennett-street,  St.  James's.  It  is  a  common 
gaming-house.  I  knew  it  between  October,  1819, 
and  the  December  of  the  same  year.  It  was  kept  at 
that  time  by  the  two  defendants.  I  have  seen  them 
both  there  acting  as  masters  of  the  house.  Mr.  Ald- 
ridge dealt  the  cards  at  the  game  of  Rouge  ct  Noir  ; 
Mr.  Fielder  gave  orders  to  the  waiters  to  bring  re- 
freshments to  the  gentlemen  who  attended.  He  was 
sometimes  appealed  to  in  cases  of  dispute,  and  occa- 
sionally lent  money  to  the  gentlemen  who  played.  I 
have  seen  several  persons  gambling  there.  I  have 
seen  money  lost  and  won,  and  ha\  e  lost  and  won  my- 
self. I  lost  a  great  deal  of  money  there.  In  conse- 
quence of  my  great  losses  I  got  into  difficulties,  and 
was  thrown  into  the  Marshalsea  prison  for  debt. 
While  there,  and  in  great  distress,  I  wrote  a  letter  to 
Fielder  and  Aldridge,  in  which  [  requested  pecuniary 
assbtance.  I  sent  it  by  a  messenger  named  Jones,, 
and  he  returned  with  the  answer. 

(Here  tlie  prosecutor's  attorney  was  called,  and 
proved  service  of  notice  on  the  defendants  to  produce 
tbf  two  letters  written  by  the  witness.  It  appeared 
that  Aere  was  a  copy  of  the  first  in  the  witness's  haad- 
writing;  but  it  was  left  by  mistake  at  his  attorney's 
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Examination  in  chief  resumed — ^I  made  a  second 
application  to  the  defendants.  (Here  a  paper  was 
put  into  his  hand.)  This  is  the  letter  which  Jones 
brought  me  back  to  the  Marshalsea  in  answer  to  mine 
to  Fielder  and  Aldridgc.  The  letter  was  put  in  and 
read.  It  was  dated  March  9th,  1820,  and  addressed 
Thomas  E.  Grant,  Esq.  and  ran  thus: — 

"  Mr.  Aldridgc  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr. 
Grant,  and  begs  to  saj',  that  neither  Mr.  Fielder  nor 
himself  could  ever  have  had  the  pleasure  of  his  ac- 
quaintance, as  during  the  months  he  alludes  to  they 
were  from  home." 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Adolpiius. — I  was  put 
into  the  Marshalsea  prison  on  the  10th  of  December, 
and  remained  there  till  the  18th  of  April  following ; 
I  never  went  to  the  defendant's  house  after  I  came 
out.  I  was  there  in  December  before  I  %vent  to  pri- 
son. I  'was  in  the  habit  of  going  there  three  or 
four  times  a  week  in  October.  I  do  swear  positively 
that  I  saw  Mr.  Fielder  act  as  master  of  the  house  in 
that  time.  I  generally  went  there  about  ten  o'clock 
at  night,  and  came  away  between  eleven  and  twelve. 
I  can't  say  that  I  have  seen  Mr.  Fielder  there  every 
night.  I  have  seen  him  as  often  as  four  times  in  the 
earlier  part  of  tlie  time  I  speak  of.  I  don^t  remem- 
ber  having  seen  him  do  any  thing  particular,  except 
giving  orders  to  the  waiters  about  bringing  refresh- 
ments. I  also  saw  him  lend  money  to  gentlemen* 
I  don't  think  I  should  know  the  persons  of  the  wai- 
ters. I  know  Mr.  Fielder.  I  saw  him  to-day  in 
court;  and  in  the  street.  I  did  not  watch  for  him.  I 
have  preferred  four  indictments  besides  the  present 
against  other  houses.  None  of  them  are  settled;  T 
have  not  been  examined  upon  any  of  them  except  be* 
fore  the  grand  jury.  I  have  taken  50/.  from  the  par- 
ties  in  one  case  for  not  prosecuting.  I  did  so  by  the 
advice  of  my  former  attorney  to  enable  me  to  prose- 
cute the  others.     I  don't  know  of  my  own Icnowledge 
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whether  Bennett-street  is  in  St.  James's  parish  or 
not. 

One  of  tlte  Jury  here  said  that  Bennett^street  was 
not  in  the  parish  of  St.  James  :  but  was,  in  fact»  in 
the  parish  of  St.  George^  Haoover-square*. 

Mr.  Ado  LP  H  us  then  submiued  that  the  indict* 
ment  roust  fail  on  both  counts ;  for  the  first  described 
the  house  to  be  in  the  parish  of  St.  James,  which  .was 
contrary  to  the  fact;  and  the  second  mentioned  no 
parish  at  all,  which  it  clearly  ought  to  have  done,  tte 
parish  being  part  of  the  description  of  the  oflSsnoe. 

The  Chief  Justice  said,  the  defendants  were  cer- 
tainly entitled  to  be  acquitted  on  the  first  county  but 
he  should  not  direct  an  acquittal  on  the  seeond,  beJog 
of  opinioQ  that  die  description  of  the  boose,  generally, 
as  being  in  Bennett-street  was  sufficient  If  this 
count  could  not  be  supported,  the  defendants  should 
have  the  benefit  of  the  objection  hereafter,  if  it  was 
available,  and  the  verdict  should  authorize  a  motioh  in 
arrest  of  judgment. 

Mr.  Adolpuus  then  addressed  the  Jury,  and  in- 
sisted that  this,  so  far  from  being  an  honest  prosecu- 
tion, was  instituted  merely  for  the  purpose  of  extort- 
ing money.  This,  he  insisted,  was  evident  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  indictment  was  framed,  inasmuch 
as  nothing  could  have  been  more  easy  than  to  state 
the  parish  correctly,  in  which  the  house  was  situated. 
It  was  still  farther  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  the  pro- 
secutor had  received  a  sum  of  50l.  from  one  of  the 
defendants.  He  proposed  to  show,  first,  that  the 
house  was  situated  in  the  parish  of  St.  George,  and 
not  in  the  parish  of  St.  James ;  and  second,  that  the 
defendant,  Mr.  Fielder,  had  ceased  to  have  any  con- 


•  Tho  first  count  of  the  indictment  dejcribecl  the  house  to  be 
situate  in  Bennelt-street,  in  tho  parish  of  St.  James,  Westmin- 
ster ;  the  second  count  descrilicd  it  as  in  Bennett-street,  with- 
out spccifyiDg  ill  what  parish. 
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'liexioa  with  the  liouse  before  the  month  of  October, 
1819,  to  which  jieriod  the  charge  in  the  indictmeot 
was  directed. 

A  parish  officer  of  St.  George  proved  that  Bennett- 
street  wjLs  iti  that  parish,  and  not  in  tlie  parish  of  St. 
-James,  as  was  commnnly  reported. 
I  James  (ioi.DiNO. — 1  lived  at  No.  9,  Benoett- 
atreet,  in  1819.  Mr.  Fielder  left  the  btmness  in  tlie 
^onth  of  July,  in  that  year.  He  had  not  any  thing 
Jo  do  Hith  it.  I  renifliiicd  there  till  the  end  of  that 
year.  Mr.  Fielder  had  no  concern  in  it  from  tbetioie 
-he  left  till  then. 

By  the  Common   Scrokant.     How  do  you   know 
that  r     Because  he  told  ate. 
, .    Who  hii'ed  you  in  the  house  ?     Mr.  Fielder. 
c    When  ?     Iu<  tlic  month  of  March  in  that  year. 
I    Whg.paid  yoo  r     Mr.  Fielder,  but  not  after  July. 
^     Who  pays  you  DOW  ?     Mr.  Aldridge. 
1.    Vou  isaid  Fielder  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  bu- 
siness.    What  business  do  you  mean  ?     I  mean  wh«t 
is  done  in  the  room. 

Dont  you  mean  by  business  ibe  gome  of  rovge  ct 
■noir  f    I  do.  , 

le  not  llie  house  a  common  gamiug-house  ?    It  is.     ■ 
I     What  are  you  in  it  ?     Porter. 

You  stand  at  the  door  and  look  through  to  know 
wlielher  friend  or  foe  is  coming,  is  it  not  so  ?     Ves. 

Did  Mr.  Fielder  ever  come  after  July  ?  He  might 
.have  come,  but  I  never  saw  bim  in  the  room.  I  took 
'Diy  station  at  the  door  at  nine  o'clock  ;  if  he  cainc 
1  after  tJiat,  I  must  have  seen  him. 

Re-examined.  In  July,  1819,  Mr,  Fielder  gave 
-me  a  live  pound  note  ;  said  be  was  giving  up  the  coil- 
'  cern,  and  that  I  should  not  sec  him  tiiere  any  more. 
TuNKiNS,  a  waiterin  llieroomgave  simitar  evidence 
89  to  Fielder  having  given  him  five  pounds  ift.June 
1819,  and  to  his  not  having  bad  any  thing  to  do  witli 
the  bouse  after.  But  on  ht<i  cross-examination  be  ad- 
mitted that  during  the  October  of  1819  Fielder  came  ' 
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once  or  twice  to  the  lower  rooms,  bat  it  was  onff  to 
read  the  papers.  He  added  that  he  never  saw  the 
prosecutor  at  the  rooms  at  all. 

Here  the  defence  closed. 

Tiie  Common  Sergeant  shortly  replied,  and  niaifi- 
tained  that  the  case  was  clearly  made  out  against 
Fielder  (for  as  to  Aldridge  it  was  admitted  by  the  wit- 
nesses for  the  defence  that  he  was  a  proprietor  of  tile 
house.)  The  story  of  the  five  pounds  to  thewaiHsr, 
and  the  porter,  might  be  true ;  but  it  was  one  of  those 
tricks  which  were  so  frequently  resorted  to  by  persons 
in  Fielder*s  situation,  to  make  an  appearance  of  giving 
up  the  business,  that  their  servants  might  afterwards 
swear  to  it. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  summed  up  the  evidence, 
and  observed,  that  upon  the  first  count,  which  stated 
the  house  to  be  in  the  parish  of  St.  James^  the  defend- 
ants  were  entitled  to  an  acquittal,  but  he  left  it  to  theni 
to  say  whether  the  evidence  as  to  the  second  count  war- 
ranted a  conviction  as  to  both  defendants  (for  as  to 
Aldridge  there  could  be  no  doubt). 

The  jury,  without  hesitation,  acquitted  the  defend- 
ants on  the  first  count,  but  on  the  second  found  them 
both  GUILTY. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

H^eHs  of  Actions  for  the  Recorery  of  Monies  lost  in  cobmmb 
Gambling-houses— Development  of  the  internal  Machinery 
of  the  Hells,  and  the  Means  resorted  to  for  the  Purpose  of 
retting  rid  of  the  Dopes  and  Victims,  as  detailed  in  Ae  Eri- 
deiwe  of  the  respectiYe  WitneBses. 

Ik  tiie  preceding  chapter  we  have  shown  the  means 
by  which  some  of  (he  noaL  notorious  keepers  o( 
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gambling-houses  have  been  brought  to  trial  and  con* 
victioD.  The  present  chapter  is  devoted  to  reports  of 
actions  which  have  been  .vjccessfuUy  brought,  under 
very  interesting  circunistances,  for  the  recovery  of 
monies  lost  at  the  gaming-table.  A  more  general 
knowledge  than  ll)e  majority  of  the  public  yet  possess, 
of  the  great  faciUty  with  which  such  actions  may  be 
brought,  cannot  but  tend,  in  a  most  extensive  degree^ 
to  the  ultimate  annihilation  of  tl)e  destructive  vice. 
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Carter,  Assignee,  v.  Abbott  and  others. 

This  was  an  action  brought  by  the  plaintiff,  as  assignee 
of  Moses  Abitbol,  a  bankrupt,  to  recover  oertain 
money  had  and  received  by  the  defendants,  Abbott, 
Itoldswortb,  and  Davis,  to  the  use  of  the  bankrupt, 
in  the  form  directed  by  the  statute. 

Mr.  Gurnet  addressed  the  Jury.  The  plaintiff 
in  this  cas^  was,  as  they  had  heard,  an  assignee,  who 
availed  himself  on  this  occasion  of  a  very  salutary 
]aw%  to  recover  back  money  which  the  bankrupt  had 
lost  at  play,  and  apply  it  to  the  benefit  of  his  cre- 
ditors. By  the  dth  Ann,  c.  14*,  any  man  who  had 
lost  money  at  play,  to  Uie  amount  of  more  than  ten 
pounds  at  a  sitting,  might  recover  it  back  from  the 
winner,  by  an  action  within  three  months  from  the 
period  of  his  loss.  Unhappily  Mr.  Abitbol,  the 
bankrupt,  had  been  infatuat^  by  that  dreadful  pas- 
sion for  gaming,  which  rendered  all  the  ordinai^y  en- 
joyments of  life  insipid — which  misfortune  only  sei*vedf 
16  heighten  ^and  which  almost  certainly  led  tp  the 
utter  ruin  of  its  miserable  victimsi.  The  defendant 
were  the  keepers  of  one  of.  those  ufiuoous  establiab* 
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ments,  where  that  passion  was  inflamed  to  madness; 
they  were  among  those  pests  of  society,  who*  wliiie 
cool,  deliberate,  and  cautious  themselves,  fed  and 
excited  the  fever  in  the  bosoms  of  the  inexperienced 
and  the  young;  who  profited  by  their  intoxicatioOi 
and  took  advantage  of  tlie  wrecklcssness  of  their  de- 
spair. They  were  now  called  on  to  restore  a  portion 
of  those  sums  of  which  they  had  despoiled  this  un- 
happy bankrupt,  under  that  wise  provision  which 
the  Jury  would  have  peculiar  satisfaction  in  enforcing. 

Tlie  commencement  of  the  action  having  been 
shown,  evidence  was  given  to  establish  the  right  of 
the  plaintiff  to  sue,  and  the  competency  of  Mr  Abit- 
bol  to  prove  his  losses.  It  appeared  by  documentary 
evidence,  that  all  the  creditors  who  had  |)iioved  their 
debts  under  the  commission  had  released  him  froin 
future  liability;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  he  had  re- 
leased Carter  the  plaintiff,  so  that  he  could  derive  no 
benefit  from  the  verdict  even  in  case  of  a  surplus. 

Upon  this,  Mr.  Scarlett  and  Mr.  J.  Pollock 
contended,  that  Mr.  Abttbol  was  not  a  competent 
witness,  and  tiiat  the  plaintiff  had  no  right  to  sue 
under  the  statute.  Mr.  Abitbol  was  not  com|)etent, 
because,  notwithstanding  his  release,  there  would  stillj 
in  case  of  a  surplus  of  etfects,  be  a  resulting  trust  for 
his  benefit ;  and  Carter  had  no  right  to  sue,  because 
the  statute  only  gave  that  action  to  the  loser  of  the 
money,  and  by  his  release  to  the  bankrupt,  all  interest 
was  diverted  from  hinj. 

Messrs.  Gurxey,  Puller,  and  Wvldb,  replied 
to  these  objections ;  contending  that  the  bankrupt 
oould,  under  no  circumstances,  reap  benefit  fix>ni  tlie 
verdict  after  the  releases ;  and  that  Carter  being 
assignee  under  a  valid  commission,  had  a  right  to  sue. 
because  all  the  estate  of  the  bankrupt  was  vested  in 
him»  and  part  of  that  estate  was  tlic  money  unlaw- 
fully won. 

Mr.  Scarlett  proposed  to  strengthen  his  objec* 
tion  to  the  competency  of  Mr.  Abitbol,  by  showing 
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that  though  he  had  been  released  by  all  the  creditors 
who  hid  proved  under  his  commission^  there  were 
other  creditors  who  had  not  proved,  and  who  had  not 
released  him.     To  establish  this  fact,  he  called 

Mr.  Isaac  Tooke,  who  deposed  that  he  was  a 
wine- merchant,  and  tliat  he  had  received  a  check- 
signed  by  the  bankrupt  (which  was  produced)  for  SO/.t' 
and  which  had  never  been  paid.  He  I'eccived  this 
check  from  a  person  named  Oldfield,  at  No.  fiS^ 
Bory-street,  St  James's  *,  in  payment  for  wine. 

The  check,  which  purported  to  be  payable  ^'tti 
cash  or  bearer  on  demand,"  was  then  withdrawn  from 
the  witness,  who  underwent  a  strict  cross-cxaminatioQ 
from  Mr.  Gurney.  He  first  said  that  he  did  not^ 
know  that  No.  S8,  Bury-strect,  was  a  gaming-house ; 
then  admitted  that  he  had  seen  rouge  tt  noir  tabled 
there  ;  he  supplied  the  wine  for  the  house.  He  waa 
sUre  the  check  was  not  in  the  hands  of  Oldfield  at  the 
time  when  the  commission  ag^nst  Abitbcd  was  issued^; 
He  certainly  received  it  about  a  month  btfore  it  wm 
due. 

Here  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  interposed,  ahd 
sakl  that  it  was  quite  clear  the  witness  kdew  nothing 
of  the  matter  he  was  swearing  to,  when  he  said  IJmI: 
he  received  a  check,  which,  in  fact,  was  payable  to 
bearer  on  demand  '^  about  a  month  before  it  wa» 
due.''  He  was  a  mere  man  of  straw,  put  up  to  9fty 
any  thing.  The  case  muM  stand  as  it  did  on  the  ori-* 
g^nat  objection. 

Mr.  Scarlett  acquiesced,  and  rested  on  the  ob* 
jedion  as  originally  made. 

The  Lord  Chief  Ju8tjc£  said,  that  he  ente^^ 
tatned  doubts  as  to  the  efiect  of  the  leleases  on  the 
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jRiture  property  of  the  bankrupt ;  but  the  safer  coarse 
would  be  not  to  decide  eidier  poiot  at  Nisi  Prim,  but 
to  take  the  evidence  subject  to  the  objections  here* 
after  to  be  brought  before  the  Court  in  a  special  case. 

Mes£s  ABiTBOti  tlie  bankrupt,  was  then  swora 
after  the  custom  of  ttie  Jewish  nation,  on  the  Old 
Testament.  He  gave  the  foUoning  statement: — I 
have  carried  on  business  as  a  merchant,  and  know 
tlie  defendants^  Abbott,  Holdsworthi'and  Davis.  la 
1820,  they  kept  a  house.  No.  5^  King-street,  St 
James's,  for  gaming.  Rouge' et  neir  was  played 
libere.  All  three  acted  in  the  conduct  of  the  play. 
They  kept  a  bank,  against  which  the  visiters  played> 
and  acted  as  its  owners.  The  bank  in  such  t:ase  puts 
down  a  number  of  notes  under  a  lead,  and  pays  from 
itfaence  when  it  loses.  When  it  woo»  the  largje  notey 
iwere  often*  put  as4de,  and  a  large  number  of  small 
ones  \tk  another  heap..  Any  sum  might  be  staked 
iroai  ^e  cdiilliBg^  to  a  hundred  pounds,  and,  on  some 
occasions,  more.  The  play  was  from  nine  in  the 
evening  till  two ;  sometimes  the  bank  left  off  before 
the  usual  time ;  always  when  they  were  considerable 
dinners.  On  many  occasions,  they  withdrew  the 
large  notes  from  the  bank,  which  enabled  them  to 
leave  off  earlier  than  usual.  Nineteen  times  out  of 
twenty  the  bank  won  by  the  advantages  of  the  game, 
and  the  intoxication  or  insanity  of  the  visiters.  Wine 
and  spirits  were  always  on  the  table  free  ;  sonietiiues 
French  wines.  The  bankers  always  kept  themselves 
sober. 

Two  or  three  days  before  November,  1820,  I  met 
Holdsworth ;  he  invited  me  most  fiarticulurly  to  the 
house,  where  I  had  previously  lost  large  sums ;  and 
on  the  3d  of  November  I  went.  I  played ;  all  the 
defendants  were  present ;  Holdsworth "  and  Davis 
dealing,  and  Abbott  giving  directions.  I  lost  870/., 
having  carried  in  lOOO/.,  and  had  only  130/.  left.  I 
said  to  them,  "  1  was  unlucky  at  your  house  before, 
and  I  was  wrong  to  come  now.*' 
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On  the  8 1  St  of  the  same  month  I  went  there  9ffin^ 
taking  with  me  between  3002.  and  400/.,  large  notes 
to  the  amount  of  300/.,  and  small  notes  to  100/. 
Hddsworth  and  Davis  were  there,  but  I  am  not  sure 
as  to  Abbott.  I  lost  300/.,  and  some  small  notes. 
On  the  27th^  I  went  again,  and  lost  440/.  at  the  least* 
I  said  to  one  of  them  I  would  play  only  300/.;  he 
gave  me  a  200/.  note  for  small  ones,  which  he  said  he 
bad  won  from  Major  Aubrey.  When  I  paid  S50/.,  I 
said,  '*  Tliere  is  ill  luck  again ;"  I  changed  the  200/. 
note,  and  lost  it 

CrosS'txmnined  by  Mr.  Scarlett.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  an  African  by  birth.  I  have  visited 
Paris.  I  never  had  any  connexion  with  a  gamblinoi- 
house ;  but  I  bought  a  government  security  for  lOOCNf* 
on  a  house  of  this  kind,  which  gave  me  no  interest  in 
its  success.  I  played  a  great  deal  at  Paris^  and  lost 
on  the  balance.  1  his  was  after  I  was  a  merchant ;  - 1 
tiever  played  till  I  had  been  eight  or  nine  yean  a 
merchant;  I  am  now  about  thirty-six  years  of  age«  I 
have  lost  30,000/.  or  40,000/.  more  than  the  actions 
are  brought  for. 

All  the  defendants  have  proposed  to  me  to  negotiate 
with  the  creditors.  I  went  to  Abbott's  house,  in  con- 
sequence of  Mr.  Holdsworth's  negotiation,  who  de- 
sired me  to  propose  740/.  or  750/.  to  the  creditors.  I 
proposed  to  take  1 000/.  subject  to  the  approbation  of 
the  creditors.  There  are  three  other  actK>ns  by  the 
assignees  against  other  houses,  and  one  has  been  com- 
promised. In  the  lock-up  house  I  received  10/.  from 
a  person  named  Heflferman.  I  do  not  remember  the 
number  of  the  SOO/.  note.  I  took  no  one  as  a  witnete, 
never  a  clerk  of  Evit  and  Rickson  for  any  such  pur- 
pose. I  have  met  him  by  accident,  and  he  has.gone 
with  me  to  this  and  other  houses.  His  name  is  Dun- 
kin  ;  I  never  contemplated  his  being  a  witness;  he 
will  be  one  to-day,  for  he  saw  me  lose  money. ..  I  toU  1 
Mr.  Holdsworth  that  Dunkin  ^vovild  corroborate  niy 
evidence.     I  deny  that  1  ever  told  Holdsworth  or  anv 
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one  ebe  that  I  had  given  money  to  Dunkin  that  be 
might  ap[)ear  to  be  a  player.  I  ne\'er  took  any  body 
else,  but  lots  of  people  followed  me ;  for  they  were; 
vei^  curious  to  see  me  lose  a  great  deal  of  money. 
A  person  named  Clack  has  been  with  me  at  several 
honses,  but  never  as  a  witness*  I  got  my  money  by 
jnirchases  and  advances  from  the  hrst  houses  in  the 
city.  I  have  won  ISOO/-  or  1400/.  in  a  week  at  one 
time;  but  I  lost  it  ia  one  night.  I  have  received 
;)0,000/.  or  40,000/.  in  commerce,  and  lost  it  at  play. 
Since  my  liankniptcy  I  have  played  at  no  gambling- 
hoii^e  in  Lomlon :  but  I  have  lost  some  trifle.  Per- 
haps I  may  have  lost  1  JO/,  since  my  bankruptcy.  I 
hmr  made  several  thousand  pounds  sioce^  and  re* 
oeived  $e\Trdl  from  my  father ;  I  have  paid  ^veral 
of  my  creditors,  and,  please  God,  mean  to  pay  all. 
In  IS  10  I  n5$i:^ed  my  effects  to  secure  my  credrtors. 
At  that  time  \  stopped  for  50.000/. ;  my  creditors 
have  nxvivcil  several  shillings  in  the  pound,  and  have 
l\rp'  claiin>.  My  business  u-cd  to  bring  me  in 
lo.OlXV.  a  vcar  duriiiir  the  war. 

Rr-exaiuincd.  Mv  creditors  are  receivin*;  still. 
Aldridiic  and  Mazinghi  were  tlie  defendants  in  the 
comproiniscd  action.  Jewels  and  money  were  claim- 
ed of  them.  They  delivered  up  the  jewels,  and  paid 
above  one  thousand  [K)unds.  These  have  been  re- 
ceived by  my  assign  for  the  benefit  of  my  creditors. 
Xeither  in  that  or  any  other  action  have  I  a  farthing 
interest.  From  the  time  of  the  action  being  brought^ 
Holdsworth  and  Abbott  have  repeatedly  made  pro- 
posals. Dunkin  was  not  clerk  to  Evit  and  Rickson 
when  he  went  with  me.  I  did  not  go  expecting  to 
lose,  but  to  win. 

Mr.  Alfxajtder  Lee  examined  by  Mr.  Put- 
LEU.  I  know  the  house  No.  5,  King-street,  St. 
James's.  I  have  been  there  when  play  at  rouge  ct 
noxr  was  going  on.  I  first  went  four  or  five  years 
ago.  I  know  the  defendants,  who  appeared  as  the 
conductors  of  the  bank  and  play.      In  November 


1930,  I  believe  I  saw  Mr.  Abitbol  there ;  I  am 
sure  sometime  in  November  I  have  seen  him  plajr. 
He  lost  largely.  I  have  seem  him  generally  with 
large  sums  of  money. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  MAnarAT.  I  played 
myseir,  and  did  not  particularly  observe  the  u-inmngB 
or  losings  of  others.  I  have  sometimes  seen  Mr. 
Abitbol  win  largely ;  but  I  only  saw  him  win  once 
at  dial  house.  I  have  myself  instituted  proceeding 
against  these  houses  by  indictment  and  action.  Th^ 
have  not  been  tried  or  compromised,  byt  are  still 
pending. 

Re>exatnined.  Though  Mr.  Abitbol  appeared  to 
win  as  well  as  lose,  in  the  result  he  lost  largely. 

Robert  Dunkin  examined  by  Mr.  Wvlde. 
I  have  not  for  four  years  been  in  the  employ  of  £vit 
and  Rtckson.  In  November  1 820, 1,  having  gone 
myself  to  play,  saw  Mr.  Abitbol  at  the  hoiiseor  the 
defendants.  I  never  went  to  be  a  witness.  Mr, 
Abitbol  undoubtedly  lost  very  largely  while  I  was 
present.  I  saw  him  there  four  times.  On  one 
occasion  he  seemed  to  lose  seven  hundred  or  eight 
hundred  pounds. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Scarlett.  I  have  been 
at  other  houses ;  but  I  never  made  a  memorandum 
of  what  passed.  I  got  acquainted  with  Abitbol  at 
Evit  end  Rickson's.  I  had  been  to  a  gambling-house 
long  before  I  saw  him.  I  have  seen  him  win  one 
hiAidred  pounds  at  a  blow ;  but  afterwards,  in  my 
opinion,  he  lost.  Sixty  or  seventy  persons  were  play- 
ing  at  the  same  time ;  I  observed  one  other  geaw- 
man  lose  much,  but  I  do  not  know  his  name.  I 
never  borrowed  money  of  Mr.  Abitbol ;  I  only  ac- 
companied htm  once  to  Oldfield's,  in  Bury-street.  I 
am  now  a  manufacturer,  and  have  no  bosioess  as  .aa 
attorney  or  attorney's  clerk. 

This  was  the  case  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff. 

Mr.  Scarlett  address^  the  Jury  for  the  defend' 
ants.      Every  sentiment  expressed  by  Mr.  Gumey 
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in  his  eloquent  opening  had  his  entire  concurrence. 
Happy  would  it  be  for  human  nature  if  it  were  pds- 
siblCy  by  manners  or  by  laws,  to  eradicate  the  vice  bf 
gaming  entirely  from  the  heart ;  but  it  was  too  mucli 
thus  to  excite  prejudice  by  general  declamation  on 
gambling  against  these  unfortunate  defendants ;  when 
the  game  tney  played,  rouge  ct  noir,  was  one  of  the 
fairest  games  of  chance^— fair,  iiKieed,  it  was,  com* 
pared  with  the  lottery ;  while  that  vast  game,  the  most 
disadvantageous  and  unequal  in  the  world^  was  supef* 
intended  by  the  government  of  the  country.  If,  iher^ 
fore,  Mr.  OurneVs  discourse  had  been  reserved  fojf 
another  place*— if  he  could  have  persuaded  the  legisla- 
ture to  practice  his  precepts  by  the  abolition  oi  tb^ 
lottery,  he  would  have  rendered  an  important  beaej^t 
to  the  public  morab, 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  Surely  we  have  ng^ 
thing  to  do  with  the  lottery  here  ;  the  simple  questfoii 
is,  whether  tl)is  person  has  lost  bis  money  to' the  de- 
fendants. 

Mr.  Scarlett.  Certainly ;  and  this  was  his  very 
object — to  show  that  these  general  topics  did  not  b^ 
long  to  the  case  ;  that  tliey  had  no  place  here ;  that 
no  men — at  least  in  a  court  of  Justice — ought  to 
create  a  fcelinir  .iginst  individuals  for  gambling  on  a 
small  scale,  while  gambling  on  the  most  magnificent 
scale  was  a  part  of  the  system  of  government.  Nevfiie^ 
never,  let  any  one  blacken  others  with  the  imputation 
of  this  vice,  until  he  could  proudly  stand  up  and  s^j^ 
that  lie  belonged  to  a  country  where  th^re  was  tlo 
law  to  tolerate  or  sanction  it. 

Gaming  was  indeed  a  deadly  passion — not  confined 
to  cards  or  dice — for  sometimes  judges  and  jurors  were 
made  the  counters  to  carry  on  the  game.  So  it  was 
here,  where  all  the  complicated  machinery  of  the  cause 
only  tended  thus  to  degrade  them  into  the  instru- 
ments of  the  most  unfair  of  games — scarcely  the 
lottery  excepted.  Here  was  an  assignee  without  in- 
terest ;  creditors  without  interest ;  a  bankrupt  with- 
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«4t  interest;  all  anomalies  reconciled;  for  Uie  pur- 
pose 'yf  enabling  Mr.  Abitbol  lo  jilay  Uie  witness, 
and  lo  «iii  a  verdict  by  his  evidence.  No  one  could 
doubt  that  he  was  the  rctil  plainlilT;  and  surely,  then, 
ll  would  only  be  fair  plttj  it"  the  defendants  could  be 
heard  on  ualli  as  well  us  be.  The  defendants  were 
Uldtbtcd  to  his  moderation  that  lie  only  asked  1600/.; 
£e  had  dentandcd  13,000/.  in  his  declaration ;  bu^ 
aoinc  prudent  friend  liad  cuun^elled  him  that  this  was 
a  little  too  much  to  ask,  and  thnt  it  would  be  htli^ 
k»  divide  his  fiivoiirs. 

It  he  hud  been  an  innocent  young  man,  reduced 
by  the  arts  of  tlic  defendants,  who  now,  in  a  6t  of 
repentance,  sought  to  retrieve  the  consequences  of  Iiis 
^Ity,  the  jury  would  listen  to  his  story  with  an  in- 
clhiation  to  give  it  credit.  But  what  was  he? — 4 
professed  anmbler;  on*;  who  had  been  initialed  at 
Paris  in  all  the  uiyileries  of  the  craft;  who  played  a 
a'fife  panie^nhen  he  won,  he  walked  away — when 
he  lost,  he  brought  his  action.  This  was  his  game— r 
''Heads,  1  win — tails,  you  lose.''  He  was  an  accom- 
lllice  with  tlie  deepest  interest;  and  what  was  liis 
flier  At  eighteen  years  of  age  he  failed  for  30,000/.: 
le  had  since  been  making  I0,O(K>/.  a  year,  and  haij 
osl  40,000/.  by  gambling ;  and  nowhere  he  was  ut 
^iity,  trying  to  recover  his  losses  by  a  trick  of  bank- 
ruptcy and  his  o«ti  evidence.  Such  was  heat  thirty. 
>Vhat  would  he  be  at  iifty,  when  age  should  iiavc 
matured  his  virtues — when  knowledge  of  the  world 
Miould  have  sharpened  his  perceptions?  O  what 
an  accomplished  witness  would  he  be  llien  I  No 
Jury  Would  then  be  able  to  resist  him- 
'  Meanwhile,  howevtr,  the  jury  would  not  concen- 
,  trale  all  the  rays  of  their  indignation  on  these  defend; 
■»nts,  but  suffer  a  few  of  them  to  fall  on  the  virtaoui 
j)laintiS'und  witness.  'll]c  defendants  could  call  nb 
witnesses  to  prove  a  negative  ;  for  Davis,  who  might 
have  been  their  witness,  had  been  included  as  a  de* 
fendunt.     In  this  the  plaintiH'  hud  over-reached  him- 
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aslf I  for  by  trying  to  shut  out  -testiinony^  .^^JM^ 
furnished  a  defence  to  the  actioa,  as  Davis  was  pq^ 
a  partncTy  but  a  servaot,  aiid  tliis  misoonicr  woitfd  be 
gn)und  of  nonsuit.  He  sliould  call  witnesses  to  profile 
this  fact,  aiul  tbe  jury  would  not  be  sorry  to  g^v^ 
efiect  to  a  defence  which,  though  a  technical  defenci^ 
wQuld  produce  substantial  justice*  .:i' 

■  Charles  Swain  was  tlken  examined,  to  panoYa 
that  Davis  was  not  a  partner.  He  said,  op  the  illnef^ 
of  Jdr.  lieadif  who  had,  been  a  partner  ia  lb$  hoijne, 
and  was  since  dead,  I  recommended  Davis  to  asai^ 
because  he  was  a  trusty  and  proper  man  to  ibecorae  a 
aqrvant  in  tlieir  house.  I  am  confident  he  bad  oo  io^ 
toipest  ia  tbe  house,  for  he  was  in  very  ind^it^* 
Gumstances.  He  was  taken  into  tbe  l^tuae.yOD  ^oy 
lAtroductioD.  Frequently  I  have  been  theirs  and  s^ou 
hijQ^act  in.  paying  tlic  receiving  gaina  or-Aos^^  ,,t^ 
b^Lve  s«cn  Abbott  and  Holdsworth  pay  :D«Lvia.  1m 
weekly  salary  wi,tbin  two  years,  and  eyea.mtbiam 
mouths.  I  luive  lieard  diixctions  given  to  bim  as,t^ 
the  seivant. 

On  cross-examination  by  Mr.  Glrx^v,  the  wit* 
ness  said — I  am  of  no  profession.  I  have. been  vcry^ 
&miliar  with  tiie  house,  constantly  playing  there  myr 
self*  Holdsworth  and  Abbott  kept  another  house 
before,  which  I  frequented.  I  did  not  play  largfe; 
stakes.  Sometimes  I  remained  and  supped  with  t^i; 
partners  after  the  play  was  over.  The  ea^ccutiv^ 
remained  when  the  visiters  had  i*ctired.  .^^ 

..  Being  re-examined,  the  witness  said  tbat  when  w^ 
^yed  after  the  play,  he  has  seen  Abbot  and  Holds*, 
worth  put  the  notes  ioto  a  box.  Sometimes  on^  aii4 
spnietimes  the  other  did  so.  Tlie  outward  door  of 
the  house  was  always  guarded,  to  prevent  impropei 
periEfons  obtainii^  admission.  At  tlie  mention  of  th|» 
virtuous  precaution,  a  loud  laug^  ran  through  w 
CoorL 
Thomas  Holdsworth,  brother  of  one  of  th» 
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defendants,  deposetl  that  Davis  was  stsrvant  like  liim- 
t«Jf,  and  no  priiii-ipal. 

Thomas  Dea  ii  love,  anollier  servant  of  tire  liouie, 
deposed  that  Davis  was  employed  as  u  dealer  and 
croupier,  that  is,  a  payer  and  receiver  of  monies. 
He  'vas  a  servant  at  a  weekly  salary.  The  witness 
also  wAi  a  dealer  and  croupier,  and  they  dealt  alter- 
nately and  relieved  cacli  other.  Every  Saturday 
nigljt  Davis  received  a  weekly  salary. 

Mr.  tiL'RNEV,  in  reply,  contended  that  Abitbol 
was  confirmed  in  the  most  decisive  manner  by  the 
absence  of  all  contradiction  ;  not  one  of  the  witnesses 
Called  having  been  a^kcd  u  question  to  contradict  liim 
respecting  his  losses.  There  was  no  imputation  on 
tiittl  genireuiftii,  excepting  that  he  had  been  the  victim 
©f  that  dreadful  infatuation  which  he  trusted  had  now 
left  him  for  ever.  There  wei"e  pci'sons  who  had  been 
able  to  redeem  themselves  from  its  control — one  ex- 
cellent friend  of  hi»  (Mr.  Gunicy's)  who  had  de- 
scribed to  liini  the  agonies  of  tlie  passion  in  the  iiioat 
vivid  and  frightful  colours,  and  who,  having  on  one 
happy  occasion  lost  a  %'ery  large  sum,  solemnly  pro- 
inised  never  to  touch  card  or  dice-box  again,  and  had 
kept  his  won!.  He  trusted  Mr.  Abitbol  wpuid  profit 
in  like  manner  by  this  severe  lesson.  If  the  defence 
set  up  .should  succeed,  every  action  of  this  kind  would 
-be  defeated  ;  for  if  few  were  joined,  a  plea  in  abate- 
liient  would  enable  the  defendants  to  get  over  die  time 
limited  by  the  statute ;  and,  if  every  active  person 
Were  included,  witnesses  of  this  kind  would  always  be 
procuied  to   show  that  he  was  only  a  servant  at  a 

Slary.  He  felt  sure  ihe  Jui-y  would  rather  judge  by 
e  actions  of  the  parties  than  by  the  testimony  of 
ioch  witnesses  as  they  had  called,  and  would  make 
J  Abbott  and  Holdsnorth  jointly  with  Davis,  rtstoie  to 
^  fte  creditors  of  this  deluded  young  man  the  mon^ 
which  they  had  shamefully  and  » ickedly  oblained  5f)xn 
Kim. 

The  LoHD  CtiicF  Jlstice  suiiimed  up  the  evi- 
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dcnce.  lie  left  the  Jory  to  jadgb  of  the 
of  Abitbol ;  but  tiiought  it  right  to  observe,  tfasTl 
the  testimony  of  a  person  wlio,  like  him,  had  nnhap* 
tifly  played  at  establishments  of  this  kind,  ti«re  ns^ 
jccted  as  unworthy  of  belief,  the  wise  provisions  of  tfife 
law  would  be  entirely  defeated.  If  they  Mieved  the 
witness,  they  would  find  a  verdict  for  the  pAaintMf ; 
and  if  tbcy  did  so»  they  would  further  state  whethet 
they  believed  Davis  to  be  interested  in  tlie  winnimgl^ ; 
a$,  if  they  did  not  diink  him  interested,  a  question 
would  anse  how  far  such  w'unt  of  interest  iii  oih;  6f 
the  parties  was  a  defence  to  the  action. 

'JThe  Jury  found  a  vferdict  for  the  plaintiff-^a- 
niages  1 ,6  lOiL ;  and  expressed  their  opinion  that  Davis 
was  interested  in  the  winnings  jointly  With  the  other 
parties. 

The  verdict  was  taken,  subject  to  the  opMbn  6f 
the  Court  on  a  special  case,  as  to  the  competency  Of 
the  assignee  to  sue,  and  of  the  bankrupt  to'gi^ 
evidence. 

Carter  r.  Oldfield  and  BEWETr. 

Tins  was  anotlicr  action  brought  by  tlie  same  plain- 
tiff, and  under  similar  circumstances  with  the  last,  to 
recover  back  money  lost  by  Mr.  Abilbol  at  a 
gaming-house,  No.  128,  Bury-strcet,  kept  by  the  de- 
fendants. 

Mr.  GuRNEV  very  shortly  opened  the  case,  de- 
clining to  make  any  general  remark,  as  the  Jury  had 
probably  been  in  Court  during  the  former  trial. " 

All  the  formal  proofs  gi\Tii  in  the  last  cause  were, 
by  cdnsent,  taken  as  if  again  substantiated  in  this. 

Mr.  Abitbol  was  then  called,  and  stated  the  cir- 
cumstances attendant  on  hi^  losses.  1'hc  defendants 
were  the  proprietors  of  two  gamin«»-houscs,  one 
No.  71,  Pall-mall,  the  other  No.  28,  Bury  street,  at 
each  of  which  Rouge  ei  Noir  was  played.  The  hours 
of  play  at  Bury-street  were  from   three  to  six  ;  al 


Bill-mall,  from  nine  till  tvro  in  the  momiag.  Some- 
Umes  when  the  bank  was  broken,  a  fresh  supply  of 
notes  was  procured  ;  at  other  times  the  bankers 
ceasctl  to  play,  and  they  often  cea9ed  to  play  when 
they  were  winners,  he.i>rc  the  oour.  Oldfiefd  otiea. 
subtracted  large  notes  froni  the  h^n.k,  and  replaced 
tbem  witl)  small  ones*  to  enable  lum,  tp  secure  sometbiog 
4(1- winner,  which  often  drew  forth  the  expostulatifflis 
fi  the  witness.  On  the  3d  of  Noyeinber,  at  Bury 
aUcet>  he  lost  100/. ;  on  the  14th,  300/. ;  and  on  the 
17th  SQO/.,  besides  several  61.  notes,  at  least  amount- 
incto  50/. 

The  witttess  was  cross-examined  by  Mr.  MARBTAt 
#f  to  tba  .history  of  his  life,  and  ^ve  tfae  same  ac- 
count as  that  wliich  had  been  elicited  on  the  previous 
trial.  He  also  admitted  having  lost  about  ]50i.  since 
hisi  bftBluruptcy,  but  he  had  not  be^  in  any  tuning* 
hoise  in  London.  He  had  been  induced  to  pky  a 
lUdc  at  a  club  at  Cheltenham;  and  at  BrightoA'a 
Frenchman  introduced  him  to  a  house,  plied  him  with 
champagne,  and  told  him  tliat  he  would  show  him 
how  he  might  make  his  fortune,  by  which  he  lost  all 
the  money  in  his  possession. 

.RoBEUT  DuNKix  con6rmed  Mr.  Abitbol  as  to 
the  liict  of  his  having  played  at  the  house  in.fiury- 
street,  and  also  as  to  the  presence  of  the  defendants  ; 
but  could  uot  state  whether  the  balance  was  in  his 
favour  or  against  him. 

Mv.  Marryat  replied,  contending  that  Mr. 
Abitbol  was  not  ti  witness  on  whose  testimony  the 
Jury  ought  to  take  any  sum  he  might  clioosc  to  fix  on 
out  of  the  pockets  uf  the  defendants,  whatever  might 
be  their  cliaracters. 

The  LoBD  CnrEif  Justice  left  it  to  the  Jury  to 
say  whetlier  they  believed  Mr.  Abitbol ;  and  tUey 
ftmnd  a  Verdict  for  the  Plaintiff— Damages  750/. 

3  K  a, . .  - 
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WiLLANs,  who  mc.%  &c.  r.  Taylor. 

This  was  an  action  of  debt  on  the  statute  0  Ann, 
c.  l4.  s.  2,  which  cnacM,  That  any  person  who  shall 
at  any  time  or  sitckig,  hy  playing  at  curds,  dice,  or 
other  gfiine  or  games  wbaxsoi^vcr,  or  by  hotting  oa 
the  Mdes  or  hands  of  suqh  as  do  play  at  any  of  the 
games  aforesaid,  lose  in  the  whole  the  sum  or  ^ahic 
of  ten  pounds,  and  pay  the  sume,  tlie  perscHi  so  losii^ 
and  paying  shall  be  set  at  Hlicrty,  within  three  modths 
then  next,  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  nionev  or  goods 
last  by  action  of  debt ;  and  in  case  the  losd^ihalT  not; 
within  tlmt  time,  really  and  bond  fide  sue  fatj  and  pit>» 
secute  with  eflfcct  for  the  same,  it  shall  be  lawful  -Uxt 
any  person  *  to  sue  for  the  same  and  treUe  the  vdhe 
t&ereof,  against  the  winner ;  one  moiety  for  Woiira: 
use>  and  the  other  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  |xu>^ 
rish  m  which  the  nfoncy  shall  be  won.  Tfare  preiwt! 
action  was  against  Taylor,  as  the  proprieiof  of  a 
gaming-house,  Nos.  .37  and  58,  PulUmall,  to  Teodve^ 
the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  seven ty-se\'en  pounds,' 
and  three  times  the  amount,  which  William  Willan^ 
lost  at  rotige  et  noir  in  the  defendant's  house ;  which 
he  had  not  sued  for,  and  which,  therefore,  his  brother 
now  sought  to  recover*  with  the  threefold  increase,  to 
his  own  use  and  that  of  the  poor. 

Mr.  C.  Phillips  stated  the  case  on  behalf  of  the 
plaintiff,  the  brother  of  the  young  man  wiio  had  l)een 
the  victim  of  the  seductions  of  the  defendant's  esta- 
blishment, and  who  took  this  course  by  the  desire  of 
his  afflicted  family. 

Mr.  PiLKiXGTov,  the  attorney  for  the  plaimifF, 
produced  office  copies  of  the  writs  issued  in  the  cause, 
to  show  that  the  action  was  commenced  within  a 
year. 

—■;"■'■  '■   I!  ■■■■.■  ■  ■  '  ■  f  ■.  I 
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Being  croisexamined  by  tlie  Auoniey  General,  the 
witness  said,  Mr.  WilUimi  Willatis  called  on  tne  about 
a  week  before  the  aclitin  was  brouj^lit,  bv  desire  of 
his  family.  I  did  not  tell  him  bis  brollief  »hoald 
bring  the  action,  and  lie  should  be  the  «ilness.  I 
know  Mr.  Hrougji,  but  have  had  iiu  comersaliori  with 
him  rcspectinf;  liiis  cause.  Mr.  Joseph  WiUnns  has- 
not  told  me  that  lie  frcquentrd  fuming' houses  himxelf^ 
or  tliat  bis  brother  had  been  in  many.  I  do  not  fre-; 
qucnt  gaiiiing'bouse*.  r 

Mr.  William  W'ilmans  was  tlieii  called,  and. 
examined  on  the  voire  dire  by  (lie  Attorney-General.. 
He  said,  liim  not  to  have  any  iiioney  recovered  m  lbi&: 
cani<e;  it  is  not  to  be  applied  In  payinont  of'  my- 
debts. 

Ho  was  thenexuiniiied  by  Mr.  Phillips,  and  slated: 
as  follows:— I  nni  the  hioiherot*  the  pl.witi6".  .I- 
Icnow  the  baase  57  and  5S,  Fall-malt.  lu  M^rc)t> 
182;^,  it  yfii  kept  as  a  gainin«-liou^e  by  the  deieiid- 
ant.  Hougc  et  noir  \ias  plej-etl  lliere.  On  tic  SOlb> 
of  March  I  wias  tlierc  ;  I  played  ;  I  took  a  iiiomorar*:-, 
dum  of  my  loss  at  (he  time  on  this  very  pa^>er  (looking;' 
atit);  I  lost  Uiirty-five  pounds.  On  lite  2'iii  I  low 
sixteen  pounds ;  oii  the  '2Sd  I  lost  oincty^scveii 
pounds  ;  on  tlie  ^th  I  lust  eighteen  pounds;  ou  tiie- 
28th  thtrty-scvon  pounds ;  ou  the  ^ih  ten  pounds ; 
on  the  ;3d  of  April  seventY-feiJt  pounds  ;  on  the  4Ui 
eighteen  pounds :  on  tlic  oth  one  hundred  und  six 
pounds;  on  tlieClh  tiflcen  |jounds  ;  on  the  9lh  eleven 
pounds;  on  tlie  Ittli  fifteen  )>ound8 :  on  the  12lh 
twenty-six  pounds;  un  the  l3lh  fifty-four  pounds; 
on  the  I6[li  eij^hleen  pounds;  on  the  19di  eij^teen 
pounds ;  on  th«  20Lh  eighty-six  pounds  ;  on  the  3d 
of  May  eighty-six  jwnnds.  At  this  time  I  did  husi-. 
ness  in  the  stocks,  though  I  was  not  a  member  of  the 
Stock  Exchange;  I  had  previously  been  a  wine  ipgr- 
chant.  I  had  often  been  in  this  house  before  March.' 
1822 ;  I  frequently  saw  l^ylof  IhefC ;  he  inspecTHt 
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one  else  that  I  bad  given  money  to  Dunkin  that  lie 
mi^ht  appear  to  be  a  player.  1  never  took  any  body 
else,  but  lots  of  people  followed  me ;  foe  they  wem 
very  curious  to  see  me  lose  a  great  deal  of  money. 
A  person  named  Clack  has  been  with  me  at  several 
houses,  but  never  as  a  witness.  I  got  my  money  by 
purchases  and. advances  from  the  first  houses  in  the 
city.  I  have  won  1300/.  or  1400/.  in  a  week  at  one 
time;  but  I  lost  it  in  one  night.  I  have  received 
30,000/.  or  40,000/.  in  commerce,  and  lost  it  at  play. 
Since  my  bankruptcy  I  have  played  at  no  gambling- 
hbnse  in  London ;  but  I  have  lost  some  trifle.  Per* 
haps  I  may  have  lost  1 50l.  since  my  bankruptcy.  I 
httve  made  several  thousand  pounds  sincet^  and  re* 
ceived  several  from  my  father ;  I  have  paid  ^fsveral 
of  my  creditors,  and,  please  God,  mean  to  pay  all. 
In  Id  10  T  assigned  my  effects  to  secure  my  creditors. 
At 'that  time  I  stopped  for  50,000/.;  my  creditois 
have  received  several  shillings  in  the  pound,  and  have 
large  claims.  My  business  used  to  bring  me  in 
10,000/.  a  year  during  the  war. 

Re-examined.  My  creditors  are  receiving  still. 
Aldridge  and  Mazinghi  were  the  defendants  in  the 
compromised  action.  Jewels  and  money  were  claim- 
ed of  them.  They  delivered  up  the  jewels,  and  paid 
above  one  thousand  pounds.  These  have  been  re- 
ceived by  my  assign  for  the  benefit  of  my  creditors. 
Neither  in  that  or  any  other  action  have  I  a  farthing 
interest.  From  the  time  of  the  action  being  brought. 
Holds  worth  and  Abbott  have  repeatedly  made  pro- 
posals. Dunkin  was  not  clerk  to  Evit  and  Ricksoa 
when  he  went  with  me.  I  did  not  go  expecting  to 
lose,  but  to  win. 

Mr.  Alexander  Lee  examined  by  Mr.  Put- 
LER.  I  know  the  house  No.  5,  King-street,  St. 
James's.  I  have  been  there  when  play  at  rouge  ct 
noir  was  going  on.  I  fii-st  went  four  or  live  years 
ago.  I  know  the  defendants,  who  appeared  as  the 
conductors  of  the  bank  and  play.      In  November 


1820;  I  believe  I  saw  Mr.  Abitbol  there;  I  am 
sure  sometime  in  November  I  have  seen  him  play. 
He  lost  largely.  I  have  seem  him  generally  with 
large  sums  of  money. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Marryat.  I  played 
myself,  and  did  not  particularly  observe  the  winnrngs 
or  losings  of  others.  I  have  sometimes  seen  Mr. 
Abitbot  win  largely ;  but  I  only  saw  him  win  once 
at  that  house.  I  have  myself  instituted  proceedings 
against  these  houses  by  indictment  and  action.  They 
have  not  been  tried  or  compromised,  but  ar^  still 
pending. 

Re-examined.  Though  Mr.  Abitbol  appeared  to 
win  as  well  as  lose,  in  the  result  he  lost  largely. 

Robert  Dunkin  examined  by  Mr.  Wylde. 
I  have  not  for  four  years  been  in  the  employ  of  £vit 
and  Rickson.  In  November  1820, 1,  having  gone 
myself  to  play,  saw  Mr.  Abitbol  at  the  house  of  the 
defendants.  I  never  went  to  be  a  witness.  Mr, 
Abitbol  undoubtedly  lost  very  largely  while  I  was 
present.  I  saw  him  there  four  times.  On  one 
occasion  he  seemed  to  lose  seven  hundred  or  eight 
hundred  pounds. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Scarlett.  I  have  been 
at  other  houses ;  but  I  never  made  a  memorandum 
of  what  passed.  I  got  acquainted  with  Abitbol  at 
£vit  and  Rickson's.  I  had  been  to  a  gambling-house 
long  before  I  saw  him.  I  have  seen  him  win  one 
htAidred  pounds  at  a  blow;  but  afterwards, in  my 
opinion,  he  lost.  Sixty  or  seventy  persons  were  play- 
ing at  the  same  time ;  I  observed  one  other  gentle* 
man  lose  much,  but  I  do  not  know  his  name.  I 
never  borrowed  money  of  Mr.  Abitbol ;  I  only  ac- 
companied him  once  to  Oldfield's,  in  Bury-street.  I 
am  now  a  manufacturer,  and  have  no  business  as  an 
attorney  or  attorney's  clerk. 

This  was  the  case  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff. 

Mr.  Scarlett  addressjsd  the  jury  for  the  defend- 
ants.     Every  sentiment  expressed  by  Mr.  Gumey 
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in  his  eloquent  opening  had  his  entire  concurrence. 
Happy  would  it  be  for  human  nature  if  it  were  pM- 
sible,  by  manners  or  by  laws,  to  eradicate  the  vice  of 
gaming  entirely  from  the  heart ;  but  it  was  too  mucli 
thus  to  excite  prejudice  by  general  declamation  on 
gambling  against  these  unfortunate  defendants ;  when 
the  game  triey  played,  rouge  ct  noir,  was  one  of  the 
fairest  games  of  chance^— fair,  indeed,  it  was,  com- 
pared with  the  lottery ;  while  that  vast  game,  the  most 
disadvantageous  and  unequal  in  the  world,  was  super* 
intended  by  the  government  of  the  country.  If,  there- 
fore, Mr.  Ournev*s  discourse  had  been  r^rved  for 
another  place— if  he  could  have  persuaded  the  tegisla- 
ture  to  practice  his  precepts  by  the  abolition  of  IJlie 
lottery,  he  would  have  rendered  an  important  benelit 
to  the  public  morab, 

[  The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  Surely  we  hove  nq»- 
thing  to  do  with  the  lottery  here ;  the  simple  qu^tfoti 
is,  whether  this  person  has  lost  bis  money  tib'^'tfe- 
fendantk.  . 

Mr.  SCi^RLETT.  Certainly ;  and  this  was  h7s  vary 
object — to  show  that  these  general  topics  did  not  be- 
long to  the  case  ;  that  tliey  had  no  place  here ;  that 
no  men — at  least  in  a  court  of  justice — ought  to 
create  a  feeling  aginst  individuals  for  gambling  on  a 
small  scale,  while  gambling  on  the  most  magnificent 
scale  was  a  part  of  the  system  of  government.  Nev^ 
never,  let  any  one  blacken  others  with  the  imputation 
of  this  vice,  until  he  could  proudly  stand  up  and  say 
that  l)e  belonged  to  a  country  where  there  was  lio 
law  to  tolerate  or  sanction  it. 

Gaming  was  indeed  a  deadly  passion — not  confined 
to  cards  or  dice — for  sometimes  judges  and  jurors  were 
made  the  counters  to  carry  on  the  game.  So  it  was 
here,  where  all  the  complicated  niachmery  of  the  cause 
only  tended  thus  to  degrade  them  into  the  instru- 
ments of  the  most  unfair  of  games — scarcely  the 
lottery  excepted.  Here  was  an  assignee  without  in- 
terest; creditors  without  interest ;  a  bankrupt  with- 
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uut  interest;  all  anomalies  reconciled;  for  the  pur- 
{>ose  of  enabling  Mr.  Abitbol  to  play  the  witness, 
and  to  win  a  verdict  by  his  evidence.  No  one  could 
doubt  that  he  was  the  real  plaintiff;  and  surely,  then, 
it  would  only  be  fair  play  if  the  defendants  could  be 
heard  on  oath  as  well  as  he.  Tiie  defendants  were 
indebted  to  his  moderation  that  he  only  asked  I6OO/.  I 
he  had  denianded  1 3,000/.  in  his  declaration ;  but 
some  .prudent  fiiend  had  counselled  him  that  this  was 
a  little  too  much  to  ask,  and  that  it  would  be  better 
to  divide  his  favours. 

If  he  had  been  an  innocent  young  man,  seduced 
by  the  arts  of  the  defendants,  who  now,  in  a  fit  of 
repentance,  sought  to  retrieve  the  consequences  of  his 
folly,  the  jury  would  listen  to  his  story  with  an  in* 
clination  to  give  it  credit.     But  what  was  he? — a 

frofessed  gambler;  one  who  had' been  initiated  at 
'aris  in  all  the  mysteries  of  the  craft ;  who  played  a 
safe  ffLJjie — when  he  won,  he  walked  away — ^when 
he  lost,  he  brought  his  action.  Tliis  was  hi^  ganic-^ 
"Heads,  I  win — tails,  you  lose/'  He  was  an  accohi- 
j>Jice  with  the  deepest  interest ;  and  what  was  'his 
tale?  At  eighteen  years  of  age  he  failed  for  30,000/.; 
he  had  since  been  making  10,000/.  a  year,  and  had 
lost  40,000/.  by  gambling ;  and  now  iiere  he  was  at 
thirty,  trying  to  recover  his  losses  by  a  trick  of  bank* 
ruptcy  and  his  owti  evidence.  Such  was  he  at  thirty. 
vThat  wouki  he  be  at  fifty,  when  age  should  have 
matured  his  virtues — when  knowledge  of  the  world 
should  have  sharpened  his  perceptions.^  O  what 
an  accomplished  witness  would  he  be  then  !  No 
jury  would  then  be  able  to  resist  him. 

Meanwhile,  however,  the  jury  would  not  concen- 
trate all  the  rays  of  their  indignatbn  on  these  defend- 
ants, but  suffer  a  few  of  them  to  fall  on  the  virtuous 
plaintiff  and  witness.  The  defendants  could  call  no 
witnesses  to  prove  a  negative  ;  for  Davis,  who  might 
have  been  their  witness,  had  been  included  as  a  de* 
fendant.    In  this  the  plaintifl*  had  over-reached  him- 
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Mlf;  for  by  tryipg  to  shut  put  4e8tiiiiony^.)id  JMd 
burnished  a  defence  to  the  actioa,  a»  Davis  was  pq^ 
a  partacr,  but  a  servant,. f^fiid  tliis  misoomer  woidi  be 
giround  qi  nonsuit.  Jie  should  call  witnesses  to  jnto^s 
this  iacty  and  tbe.  jury  would  not  be  sorry  to  g^vfi 
eSect.to  a  defence  which*;  though  a  technical  defencGk 
wpuld  produce  substantial  justice* 
'.Charles  Swain  irvas  ilten  examined,  to  prove 
that  Davis  was  not  a  partner.  He  said,  op  the  illaew 
of  Jtfr*  Leach,  whp  had.  been  a  partner  ia  th$  bovse, 
and  was  since  dead.  I  recommended .  Davis  to  assist 
l^ecause  he  was  a  trusty  and  proper  man  to  hecooi^  a 
aqrvapt  in  thdir  house.  I  am  confident  he  Jaiyl  op  iis^ 
tiirest  ia  the  house,  for  lie  was  in  very  indjigmti^qc-t 
cuinstafipes. '  His  was  taken  into  the  U^uae.^Ma  -my 
lAtroduiptiQa.  .  pri^uently  I  have  been  tbeiic^  aii4  i^aa 
hi^;aUJq»., paying  tlie  receiving  gains  or  4oss|f|k  ,  t 
b^e  Sf£a ,  4^bbott,  and  Holdsiix)rtb  pay  tDavia  h^ 
mjeidy . ,  sid^y  wi^tvin  two  years, .  and  eyea , wi thia  .fi^ 
ipQ^tbfi^    I  hfLve  heard  directions  given^^to  biin.affifi 

tJip'.spiTaut....,':    .^      ■■   .    .    '".'  ....;.         .WT' 

On  cross-examination  by  Mr.  Gurx^v,  tne  wit« 
ncss  said — I  am  of  no  profession.  I  have  been  very 
familiar  with  the  house,  constantly  playing  there  my- 
seit  Holdsworth  and  Abbott  kept  another  house 
liefbre,  which  I  frequented.  I  did  not  pky  largf^ 
stakes.  Sometimes  I  remained  and  supped  with  X^^ 
partners  after  the  play  was  over.  The  ea^utivt 
Remained  when  the  visiters  had  retired.  ... 

.  Being  re-examined,  the  witness  said  that  when  h^ 
^tayed  after  the  play,  he  has  seen  Abbot  and  Holds-, 
worth  put  the  notes  into  a  box.  Sometimes  one  and 
spmctimes  the  other  did  so.  The  outward  door  of 
the  house  was  always  guarded,  to  prevent  improper 
persons  obtaining  admission.  At  tlie  mention  of  uiis 
virtuous  precautioD,  a  loud  laug^  ran  through  the 
Court 
Thomas  Holdsworth,  brother  of  one  of  tho 
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defendants,  deposeil  that  Davis  was  servant  like  him* 
adf,  and  no  principal. 

Thomas  Dear  love,  another  servant  of  the  iKHise, 
deposed  that  Davis  was  employed  as  a  dealer  and 
croupier,  that  is,  a  payer  and  receiver  of  monies. 
He  <vas  a  servant  at  a  weekly  salary.  The  witness 
also  was  a  dealer  and  croupier,  and  they  dealt  alter- 
nately and  relieved  cacli  other.  Every  Saturday 
night  Davis  received  a  weekly  salary. 

Mr.  GuRNEV,  in  reply,  contended  that  Abitbol 
was  confirmed  in  the  most  decisive  manner  by  the 
absence  of  all  contradiction  ;  not  one  of  the  witnesses 
called  having  been  asskcd  a  question  to  contradict  him 
respecting  his  losses.  There  whs  no  imputation  on 
that  gentfeman,  excepting  that  he  had  been  the  victim 
of  that  dreadful  infatuation  which  he  trusted  had  now 
left  him  for  ever.  There  were  persons  who  had  been 
able  to  redeem  themselves  from  its  control— one  ex- 
cellent friend  of  his  (Mr.  Gumey's)  who  had  de- 
scribed to  him  the  agonies  of  the  passion  in  the  moat 
vivid  and  frightful  colours,  and  who,  having  on  one 
happy  occasion  lost  a  very  large  sum,  solemnly  pro- 
mised never  to  touch  card  or  dice-box  again,  and  had 
kept  his  word.  He  trusted  Mr.  Abitbol  wpuld  profit 
in  like  manner  by  this  severe  lesson.  If  the  defence 
set  up  should  succeed,  every  action  of  this  kind  would 
be  defeated  ;  for  if  few  \rere  joined,  a  plea  in  abate- 
ment would  enable  the  defendants  to  get  over  tlie  time 
litpited  by  the  statute ;  and,  if  every  active  person 
were  included,  witnesses  of  thb  kind  would  always  be 
procured  to  show  that  he  was  only  a  servant  at  a 
salary.  He  felt  sure  the  Jury  would  rather  judge  by 
the  actions  of  the  parties  ttuin  by  the  testimony  of 
such  witnesses  as  they  had  called,  and  would  make 
Abbott  and  Holdsworth  jointly  with  Davis,  restore  to 
the  creditors  of  this  deluded  young  man  the  moi^y 
which  they  had  shamefully  and  wickedly  obtained  fipm 
Kim. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  suuinied  up  the  evi- 
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dcnce.  He  left  the  Jury  to  jadgb  of  the  cWdiMi^ 
of  Abiibol ;  but  thought  it  right  to  observe,  XhtiPn 
the  testimony  of  a  person  w'ho,  like  him,  had  unhap* 
pily  played  at  establishments  of  this  kind,  were  nf* 
jccted  as  unworthy  of  belief,  the  wise  provisions  of  tfife 
law  would  be  entirely  defeated.  Tf  they  Mieveri  the 
witness,  they  would  find  a  verdict  for  the  pAairitiif ; 
and  if  tbcy  did  so,  tbey  would  further  state  whethct 
they  believed  Davis  to  be  interested  in  the  winnmgif'; 
as,  if  they  did  not  diink  him  interested,  a  question 
would  anse  how  far  such  want  of  interest  }n  one  6f 
thepartics  was  a  defence  to  the  action. 

The  Jury  found  a  vferdict  for  the  {Ulafntiff-^a- 
mages  l,6lOiL ;  and  expressed  their  opinioii  that  Davis 
was  interested  in  the  winnings  jointly  With  the  oth^ 
parties. 

The  verdict  was  taken,  subject  to  the  ofAftibn  lif 
Hhe  Court  on  a  special  case,  as  to  the  competency  df 
the  assignee  to  sue,  and  of  the  bankrupt  to  gi^ 
evidence. 

Carter  v.  Oldfield  and  BEXNETr. 

Tins  was  another  action  brought  by  the  same  plain- 
tiff, and  under  similar  circumstances  with  the  last,  to 
recover  back  money  lost  by  Mr.  Abiibol  at  a 
gaming-house,  No.  28,  Bury-strect,  kept  by  the  de- 
fendants. 

Mr.  GuRNEV  very  shortly  opened  the  case,  de- 
clining to  make  any  general  remark,  as  the  Jury  had 
probably  been  in  Court  during  the  former  trial. 

All  the  formal  proofs  given  in  the  last  cause  were, 
by  cdnsent,  taken  as  if  again  substantiated  in  this. 

Mr.  AbItbol  was  then  called,  and  stated  the  cir- 
cumstances attendant  on  hi.s  losses.  1'he  defendants 
were  the  proprietors  of  two  gaming-houses,  one 
No.  71,  Pall-mall,  the  other  No.  28,  Bury  street,  at 
each  of  wliich  Rouge  ei  Noir  was  played.  The  hours 
of  play  at  Bury-strt*et  were  from   three  to  six  ;  at 
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Pall-mall,  froin  nine  till  two  in  the  morning.  Some- 
times when  the  hank  was  broken^  a  fresh  supply  of 
notes  was  procured  ;  at  otiier  times  the  buker> 
ceased  to  play,  and  they  often  ceased  to  play  when 
they  were  winners,  l>cforc  the  hour.  Oldtield  often 
subtracted  large  notes  from  the  bank,  and  replaced 
them  with  small  ones,  to  enable  him  to  secure  something 
as  winner,  which  often  drew  forth  the  expostulations 
of  the  witness.  On  the  Sd  of  PTovember,  at  Bun-- 
street,  he  lost  lOU/. ;  on  the  14th,  300/. ;  and  on  the 
17th  3Q0/.,  besides  several  SL  notes,  at  least  amount- 
injjto  50/. 

The  witness  was  cross-examined  by  Mr.  MARHTiiT 
as  to  the  history  of  his  life,  and  ^ve  the  same  ac- 
count as  that  which  had  been  elicited  on  the  previous 
trial.  lie  also  admitted  having  lost  about  150/.  since 
his.  bankruptcy,  but  lie  had  not  been  in  any  gaming- 
house in  London.  lie  had  been  induced  to  play  a 
littfe  at  a  club  at  Cheltenham ;  and  at  Brighton  a 
Frenchman  introduced  him  to  a  house,  plied  him  with 
champagne,  and  told  him  that  he  would  show  him 
how  he  might  make  his  fortune,  by  which  he  lost  all 
the  money  in  his  possession. 

Robert  Dunki.v  confirmed  Mr.  Abitbol  as  to 
the  fact  of  his  having  played  at  the  house  in  Bury- 
street,  and  also  as  to  the  presence  of  the  defendant.') ; 
but  could  not  state  whether  the  balance  was  in  his 
favour  or  against  him. 

Mr.  Mauuyat  replied,  contending  tliat  Mr. 
Abitbol  was  not  a  witness  on  whose  testimony  the 
Jury  ou^jht  to  take  anv  sum  he  iniglit  choose  to  fix  on 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  defendants,  whatever  might 
be  their  characters. 

The  Lord  CnrF.F  Justice  left  it  to  the  Jury  to 
say  whether  they  believed  Mr.  Abitbol  ;  and  tiiev 
found  a  Verdict  for  the  Plaintiff— Damages  750/. 
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WiLLANs,  who  siies^  &c.  V.  Taylok. 

• 

This  was  an  action  of  debt  on  the  statute  9  Ann, 
c«  l4.  8.  2,  ^'hich  enacts,  That  any  person  who  shall 
at  any  time  or  BitCksg,  \^  playing  at  cards,  dice,  or 
other  gaiiie  or  ganM^t  'Afa«lSoever>  or  by  betting  on 
tbe  sides  or  hands  of  M$h  as  do  play  at  any  of  the 
games  aforesaid,  lose  in  the  whole  the  sum  or  value 
of  ten  pounds,  and  pay  the  same,  the  person  so  losing 
and  paying  shall  be  set  at  liberty,  within  three ''modths 
then  next,  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  nione^  or  goods 
last  by  action  of  debt ;  and  in  case  the  losei|<haiT  not; 
irithin  tlutt  time,  really  and  bond  fide  sue  foK,  and  pit> 
secute  with  effect  for  the  same,  it  shall  be  lawful  fw 
atiy'  person  *  to  sue  for  the  same  and  treble  the  vdfae 
t&eredf/  argainst  the  winner ;  one  moiety  for  W*dwa 
um;  AM  me  other  for  the  use  of  tl)e  poor  •bf  die  pu. 

the  nfoAey  shall  be  won.- '  Tfa«  prdfeit! 
was  dkgainst  Taylor,  as  the  pitipiHtto^^  of .  a; 
gBimtng-house,  Nos.  57  and  ^8,  PalKmaU,  tb  Taed^> 
the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  soventy-seven  nouiids^' 
and  three  times  the  amount,  which  William  uillans 
lost  at  rouge  ct  noir  in  the  defeiuiant's  house;  which 
he  had  not  sued  for,  and  which,  tlierefore,  his  brother 
now  sought  to  recover,  with  the  tlirecfold  increase,  to 
his  own  use  and  that  of  the  poor. 

Mr.  C.  Phillips  stated  the  case  on  behalf  of  the 
plaintiff,  the  brother  of  the  young  man  wlio  had  been 
the  victim  of  the  seductions  of  the  defendant's  esta- 
blishment, and  who  took  this  course  by  the  desire  of 
his  afflicted  family. 

Mr.  PiLKiNGTOX,  the  attorney  for  the  plaintifl', 
produced  office  copies  of  the  writs  issued  in  the  cause, 
to  show  that  the  action  was  commenced  within  a 
year. 
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Being  cross- examtfied  by  the  Attorney  General,  the 
Avitness  said,  Mr.  William  Willans  called  on  tne  about 
a  week  before  the  action  was  brouirht,  bv  desire  of 
his  family.     I  did  not  tell  him  his  brother  shoukf 
hiring  the  action,  and  lie  should  be  the  witness.     I: 
know  Mr.  Hrough,  but  have  had 'no  conversation  with: 
him  respecting  tliis  cause*     Mn*  Joseph  Willans  bar* 
not  told  me  that  he  frequented  gaming-houses  himselfi: 
or  that  his  brother  had  been  in  many.     I  do  not  tre*-'^ 
qaent  gaining-*houses. 

Mr.  William  Willians  was  tiien  calledi  and;, 
examined  on  the  voire  dire  by  the  Attorney- General; 
He  said^  I  km  not  to  have  any  money  recovered  in  \hm) 
canse:  it  is  not  to  be  applied  in  payment  of >  myr* 
debts* 

He  was  then  examined  by  Mr.  PhilUps/and  statfiK^ 
as  follows  ^^I  am  the  brother  of  the  pkintlffl  ^J; 
kiHwr  the  house  57  and  58,  PaltmalL  In  M%ro)]^: 
18^  it  \iM  kept  as  a  gatnii^house  by  the  defendfT 
ant. '  Jiotige  et  noir  was  played  there.  ^  .  On  tLe  UO^ 
of  Mmxtli  1  wias'tliere ;  I  played  ;  I  took  a  meuKMrai)-^ 
darn  of  my  loss  at  the  time  on  this  very  paper  (looking^' 
at  it) ;  I  lost  tlirrtyfive  pounds.  On  the  22d  I  loeit. 
siscteen  pounds;  on  tlie  23d  I  lost  ninety -scvem 
pmrods  ;  on  tlie  24th  I  lust  eighteen  pounds ;  on  the' 
28th  thirty^sevon  pounds  ;  on  the  29th  ten  pounds ; 
on  the  3d  of  April  seventy-six  pounds  ;  on  the  4th 
eighteen  pounds ;  on  the  5th  one  hundred  and  six 
pounds ;  on  tlic  6lh  fifteen  pounds  ;  on  the  9tli  eleven 
pounds;  on  tlie  11th  fifteen  pounds:  on  the  12tt)L 
twenty-six  pounds  ;  on  the  13ih  fifty-four  pounds; 
on  the  16th  eighteen  pounds ;  on  the  19th  eighteen, 
pounds ;  on  the  20ih  eishty-six  pounds  ;  on  tiie  3d 
of  May  eighty-six  pounds.  At  this  time  I  did  busi- 
ness in  the  stocks,  though  I' was  not  a  member  of  the 
Stock  Exchange;  I  had  previously  been  a  wine  m^f-' 
chant.  I  had  often  been  in  this  house  before  Marcfi^^ 
1822 ;  I  frequeiilTy  saw  laylor HRfe  r  he  inspected 
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Ibe  tables ;  disputes  were  referred  to  biin ;  and  if  aay 
Mpilenian  wanted  moDey,  he  lent  it  to  him.     In  Fc^ 
Mmurtp  1823,  I  had  a  conversation  with  hioi ;  he 
a^ed"^  me  several  questions  respecting  bis  bouse  in 
Fall-mall.     I  then  saw  him  in  a  house  at  the  comer 
of  Bolton-sti^eet,  PiccadUly,  where  I  went  by  desire 
of  my  motlter.     I  told  htm  I  waited  on  him  by  her 
desire ;  he  said,  **  I  have  received  letters  from  her, 
saying,  you  lost  money  in  my  Iiouse ;  I  do  not  recol- 
lect your  person/'     I  said,  **  I  was  surprised  at  that, 
as  be  must  have  seen  me  manv  times  in  his  house.** 
He  asked  roe  to  waitr  and  callecf  in  a  dealer,  whom  he 
had  sent  for,  to  see  if  he  could  recognise  me.     The 
deafer  was  one  whom  I  had  often   seen.     Taylor 
asked  '*  if  he  knew  me  ?*'    He  said,  ''  I  do."    Taylor 
said, ''  This  gentleman  says  be  has  lovt  one  diousand 
four  hundred  pounds  in  my  liouse ;  do  you  know  any 
thing  of  it  ?'*    The  dealer  replied, ''  I  think  he  must 
be  mistaken,  qs  I  have  seen  him  play  only  for  small 
!»ums.''     Taylor  asked  me  if  I  was  married  ;  I  said  I 
Mas.     He  said  if  he  had  known   that,  lie  ivould  not 
have  let   me   into  his   house.      No  one  had   ever 
asked    me  if    I  was  a   married  man.     He  went  on 
to  ?nv,  •*  What  can  I  do  for  voii  ?"    I  told  him,  '*  I 
was  placed  in  a    very    unpleasant    situation,    that 
I    did    not  come  on    my  cnvn  account,  but    by  de* 
:sirc  of  mv  mother.'*     lie  said,  '*  Well,  uiiat  is  vour 
mother's  wish  ?"     I  replied,  **  I  believed  she  had  statal 
it  in    her  letters  :'*  he  said,  "  Well,  what  is  it  ?"     I 
re|ilied,  **  that  he  should   return  mc  the  money  I  had 
lost,  or  procure  me  some  situation  to  maintain  my  fa- 
mily under  Government,  or  in  some  public  office.'* 
{A  laugh  in  Court.)     He  said,   "  Well,  Sir,  I  will 
nmke  inquiries,  and  let  you  know."     I  then  left  him. 
I  have  seen  him  since,  but  not  to  speak  to  him.     I 
never  heard  any  man  in  the  house  asked  whether  he 
was  nwirricd  or  a  bachelor.     I  believe  the  dealer  I 
who  was  named  West.     I  am  quite  certain  as  to  the 
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audid  I  loait.  The  gioie  of  roug^  et  nobr  is  played  by 
the  phayers  agaioat  the  keepers  of  die  house.  Wines, 
spirits^  and  refreshments,  are  provided  gratis. 

CrosM'CXMimed  by  the  Attorney  General.    I 
could  not  rely  on  iny  memory  for  the  dates  and  sums, 
birt  wrote  theia  down  evety  evening  after  i  came 
home'     I  sweflr  these  entiits  were  made  night  by 
nicht ;  not  all  at  tlie  same  time.     I  set  down  all  that 
I  lost,  and  aH  that  I  won.     I  first  b^an  to  play  at 
tfai$  house  in  February,  1821 ;  tlie  paper  begins  one 
day  beyond  the  year,  because  I  had  not  been  tor  some 
time — ^about  nine  months.     A  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  East  introduced  mc  to  this  house.     I  have  been  in 
16i  Bary-strcet ;  I  kept  an  account  of  my  losses  thene. 
-I  played  at  No.  10,  King-street ;  I  was  not  shut  out 
in  consequence  of  any  misconducts    I  have  played 
at  32,  late  40,  PdUmatI,  in  182%  very  often.     I  have 
also  played  aft  No.  5,  King-street,  in  1821 .     I  do  not 
know  who  Mr.  £ast  who  introducd<l  uie  was,  but  fl 
was  ifitroduoed  to  him  by  Mr.  Jackson,  a  surgeon 
in  the  navy.      I    used  to  speculate    in   the  fuiMis 
on  my  own  account.     I  had  no  establishment.     I 
left  the  business  of  wine  merchant  in  Afay,   1821  • 
I  did  not  fail.     Before  that  I  underwrote  a  little  in 
Lloyd's  Coffee-house.     I  was  thai  a  clerk  to  Robert 
King,  Esq.,  an  insurance-broker.     In  1822,  wlien  I 
was  losing  these  large  sums  of  money,  I  was  not  bor- 
rowing small  sums  from  diflbreut   people.     I  then 
lived  in  a  lodging  up  one  pair  of  stairs,  in  John-street, 
CierkenweU ;  it  is  not  paid  for  now ;  I  have  given  an 
acceptance,  which  I  hope  to  pay.     I  swear  I  have  t\o 
expectation  of  sharing  in  the  proceeds  of  this  action. 
At  the  meeting  in  Bolton-street,  I  did  not  say  I  never 
saw  Taylor  before.     I  know  a  person  named  Peyton ; 
I  have  never  borrowed  any  thing  of  liim ;  he  owed 
mc  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  which  he  paid  me 
by  small  instalments.     In  March,  1822,  I  swear  that 
I   saw  Taylor  there.     I  introduced  myself  to  Mr. 
Pilkington  to  ccmsult  him,  by  my  mother's  desire.     I 
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do  not  write  or  dictate  my  inotlier's  letters.  I  ior 
tcoduced  the  plabtiff  to  tbe  attoroey ;  he  is  thne 
years  younger  tlian  I  am ;  be  has  been  a  few  times 
to  these  housea.  I  have  received  small  sums  as  seveo 
shillings  and  ^x-pence  at  a  time  from  Mr.  Peyton, 
but  he  owed  tiiem  to  me.  Peyton  sold  a  pipe  of 
Madeira  for  thirty-two  pounds  for  me  to  Oldlicld,  tbe 
gambler,  in  1821.  The  meeting  in  Bolton-strcet 
was  by  appointment ;  West  was  not  there  the  whole 
time ;  but  after  he  came,  he  stayed  till  I  went  away. 
In  the  interval,  before  March,  182^,  I  went  to  the 
minor  houses,  having  little  to  lose. 

Re-examined.  Peyton  did  not  pay  me  the  whole 
thirty-two  pounds  for  the  wine,  and  I  was  glad  to  get 
the  balance  as  I  could.  The  partnership  was  dis- 
solved because  I  lost  my  money.  I  paid  Mrs.  Strong 
lor  my  lodgings.  I  have  often  borrowed  sn^dl  sums 
to  pay  for  a  coach  home ;  but  never  except  at  a 
gaming-table.  I  have  often  borrowed  small  sums.at 
tbe  gaming-table ;  but  there  only.  On  the  balance, 
I  have  lost  between  1,300/.  and  1,400/.  at  Taylor's 
house.  My  niotlier  desired  me  to  call  on  the  attor- 
ney who  conducted  the  former  cases,  and  I  went  to 
Mr.  Phillips's  office  to  know  where  he  lived. 

Mr.  Pilkin^ton  being  recalled,  said,  he  received 
from  Mr.  Willans  a  written  account  of  his  losses. 

The  Attornev-Gesekal  addressed  the  Jury  for 
the  defendant.  He  asked  them  if  they  could  believe 
that  the  witness,  on  whose  testimony  the  case  entirely 
rested,  after  being  forced  to  recede  from  his  partner- 
ship,  and  gambling  in  the  Stock-Exchange,  had  the 
sums  in  his  possession  wliich  he  had  sworn  that  he 
lost  ?  Could  they  believe  that  he,  without  the  least 
idea  of  bringing  an  action,  night  by  night  wrote  down 
the  amount  of  his  losses  1  If  they  looked  at  tlic 
paper  produced,  they  would  he  satisfied  that  it  was 
all  written  at  one  time,  and  it  was  obviously  written 
only  for  the  purposes  of  the  cause,  for  it  begun  only 
one  day  beyond  the  year  to  which  the  action  v-as,  by 


ki\v;  restricted.  True  it  was  that  the  defendant  bad 
fieen  connected  with  this  ganiing-house ;  but  he  hMl 
siec&ded  from  it,  and,  in  fact,  never  was  present 
during  the  \irhole  time'  when  Willans  swore  that  he 
^aw  him  presiding  over  it,  though  not  then  entiiiely 
separated  from  it.  He  would  prove  that,  durin|; 
^arch  and  April,  1S2S,  the  witness  was  not  in  tife 
house  ;  that  in  those  months  Taylor  was  not  in  the 
play-room  ;  and  that  he  never  lost,  and  never  was  in 
a^condition  to  lose,  the  sums  ^vbich  he  now  swore  thajt 
he  had  lost.  He  was,  indeed,  in  {;;icat  poverty,  hof- 
rowing  small  sun)s  of  money,  and  unable  even  to  pay 
for  his  lodgingSw  Great  prejudice  undoubtedly  existed 
fi^inst  the  '  keepers  of  gaming-houses — a  just  and 
bdnest  preiudicd ;  but  when  he  proved  these  facts, 
lind  that'  the  day  on  which  the  witness  professed  tb 
have  lost  his  largest  sum  was  Good  Friday,  ^n  whidi 
Ihere  w^us'  no .  j^ay,  he  wajs  assured  that  they  ivould 
give  \Aifi  thi^f r  Verdict.  r 

W,vCiiAacs.  said,  I  am  a  porter  at  the  bou$p 
57  arid  J8,  Pall-mall,  and  have  been  so  since  Wl^. 
It  xvsLs  my  duty  as  porter  to  keep  account  of  all  per- 
sons who  caine  to  the  house.  I  entered  their  name;* 
first  on  slip3  of  paper,  and  on  the  same  evening  (n  a 
book.  I  know  Mr.  William  Willans.  I  did  not 
kc^ow  his  tlame,  but  called  hiin  Mr.  Bergcr's  friend ; 
he  was  first  introduced  by  Berger.  The  house  was 
lipt  0{>eh  on  Sjunday  or  Good  Friday  for  play.  The 
witness  referred  to  his  biDok,  and  said  the  cntiy  was  dn 
tl^g  5tli;  of  April,  1822,  '*  Good  Friday,  April  5— no 
play  ;*' .  and  after  looking  at  all  the  days  spoken  to  by 
^ti\  WiJlans,  isaid  he  was  not  there  on  any  of  those 
days.  Taylor  quitted  the  house  on  the  31st  of  Au- 
gust, 1822,  and  for  nearly  a  twelvemonth  had  left  tfac 
personal  inanageipent  of  the  concern. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  PiiiLLirs.  I  think  -the 
last  day  Mr.  Willans  was  in  the  house  was  the  13(h 
of  August,  1822.  He  first  came  on  the  lOth  of 
May,  1822.     I  never  asked  him  his  name ;  Taylor 
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ip0f€ff  rtold  ttte  to  Mk  any  onelf  4ie  iAi9  miirieititfr 

Migle.    The  hoai^  mw  iKit  kopt^otjpen^'cm  CfaristBMii^ 

4tij.'   ^fn^Wiilras  sotnetimte.  Mtne  alone;  biit'lAl 

fierger  wM*  tbere^tMt  "day.  '  I  nevw  Ith  die^ott 

iMim  the  %oak  wa6'>kt|rt  trom  two  in  the  riberndai 

tin  it  dostoi^  8k>  ro  nkn^tx^  bo  wiAe  to  amwer  >tbo  boHl 

JMhr*  JBbdai  was  a^^r^qotate^  of  <thejhoci8ev  bot'fca 

dHti  nAHhtpiMluce  Willans."/^        ii    >  ^^i?* 

eflVjFhe  Jdry  fpropasedt^ihM  tlie  wknoM  8liouU'«(rill 

||io-9ix'fifstniliiie&  in  ontf  «f  thd  |)age6i^lbot'  tbeyHi^^ 

oOBfipart  them  ^  with  the  book^  and  aa^iertain  wbdhor 

it  was  in  his  hand -writing.    lie  did  80^>a«dfilhtf  pa|^ 

995  iionded'.tO'the'Jiivy;^      :-  »■   -"^  .  f     H'fyr.r.'. 

'-r'^le  Jiiryashedtho' witness  wiio 'Wdrei^iiMlavodA 

46fa2l9i)  tife  a^M  Ben|;(>oirh  and  MMemoilBi  nWaof 

4RMiiiot4k>ir*Hving'Witfa*Taybr.' :  Iio:r}iAd  htem«t 

4M/battiet<rff-Whiedao;     -  -  >v  mi  Vo!  /sT  .-.us^ 

9d  (Ghon^-i  Bnitte-viaaiil,  >I  waa!  m  dodori^et  ^.lU 

Hooai  fntin  the  17th  of  .Docembert  182U»te!tf)e!Mat 

^vCiAfliffMv  ' '  Major  Bdrgef  iotooducw^.^ni. 

WiHara.''<l''do>not  fCGollect'^eeifi^  Willabs  fihfik 

4arge  sums.     I  remember  being  asked  by  Major  ikofi 

'<ger9  "wiio  introduced  'Willans»  in  hispretencOy  abd  I 

^ied,  '^  He  did/'    I  tliink  Willftns  said  he  hid 

4iecfii  ih-  the  boose  prior  to  his  introduction  by  Majot 

Btrger;  I  then  said,  *'  I  do  not  recollect  your  losiag 

iarge  sums  ;'^  he  replied  he  bad  lost  money  prioM» 

'toy  enj^geincnt  with  Taylor.     1  neier-saw  Taylorifc 

Ab  nx)m- daring  play^  in  my  life.         ■      /  ..-or* 

n\'Crw9-examined.     I  never  f^awhim  in  die  rcionK 

lie  might  be  in  the  house.     I  hare  setn  him  iodte 

^dofao.'  •   I  am  now  in  the  wtneAmde.      I  fonsetly 

^eld  a  situation  in  Somei^set-house ;  I  Icfl  it  in  ooft- 

sequence  of  losses  at  play.     I  was  ruined.     I  kiK(# 

Jdr.  Witlans  by  no  other  appdiation  than  Major  Ber- 

g^'s'fiiehd.     Tavior  paid  me  41.  a  week*    I  am  now 

fiospectdt*  4(t  anolheV  gamingrhom^/  33,  Phll-maU,  as 

^imi-aam^nhatkine^Midclio-'   >j:»'     .^    »  ^     ^u-^ui 

ViiC)Jh(Mf!i^Mi42EiBiMoiiBiil(rdI:vto^       ft:  UtaitiMit 

&  d  i: 
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this  house  in  December,  1819,  and  continued  till  the 
Ifittei*  fiart  of  April  last.  I  knew  William  Willans  as 
Major  Uerger's  friend ;  he  was  introduced  by  Major 
Berger.  lie  lirst  came  about  Midsummer,  1822.  I 
believe  he  was  uot  there  in  March  or  April.  I  recol- 
toct  that  tlic  house  was  closed  on  Good  Friday; 
ndtice  was  given,  and  I  did  not  attend.  Taylor's  m^ 
terest  ceased  in  the  latter  end  of  August,  1822 ;  •  he 
had  ceased  to  attend  tlie  play-room  for  twelve  nu)nth8 
before.  I  never  saw  H.  Willans  stake  five  pounds  at 
a  time ;  nor  play  even  gold.  I  do  uot  choose  to  say 
what  I  am  now*. 

Joseph  Bengough,  another  dealer  at  the 
houiCi  said,  I  was  once  in  the  commissariat;  I  en^ 
tared  it  about  November,  1817.  Taylor  left  the  con- 
oern  in  August,  1822.  During  Uie  whole  previous 
year,  Taylor  never  attended  in  the  play-room.'  Wil» 
kms  went  by  the  name  of  Major  Merger's  friend :  he 
rarely  played.  I  never  saw  a  bank- note  in  his  hand» 
.  Crog^examined.  I  now  live  on  the  bounty  of  my 
Iriends.  Taylor  has  sent  me  a  note  when  I  oskM 
for  it.  : 

James  West  said,*  I  was  principal  manager 
iaf  the  hoiise.  I  was  present  at  the  meeting  in  JScHh 
Ion-street,  between  Taylor  and  Willans.  Willans 
9aid  he  had  never  seen  Taylor  till  that  day.  He 
seemed  to  think  he  had  a  claim  on  Taylor  for  monejF 
lie  said  lie  had  lost.  I  had  seen  him  before;  bol 
never  knew  his  name,  iie  may  have  played  for  aa& 
or  two  pounds.  Had  he  lost  such  sums  as  one  hun- 
dred pounds  I  must  have  known  it.  When  any  gen- 
tleman played  for  large  sums,  we  always  inquired  his 
name;  we  never  thought  it  worth  while  to  inquire 
WUlan's  name. 

Cross-examined.  Taylor  now  lives  in  Arlingtoti- 
street,  and  keeps  a  highly  respectable  establishment. 

Mrs.  Mary  Strong  said>  William  Willans  and 
bis  wife  came  to  lodge  with;  hcriu'Oetober,  182ir 
Md  Jived  at  ber  house  IhiteaionAaii*    Jisllwas  to  pay 
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mit ftmtUyi  <Wben to' M^.iMii»|M«ii4*  mmi^m 

pKly'iB-  pioaeyf'iAbwit  t«o:  fmnids  ten'^Jiillliliii 

Mlwa^pud.'        •  '••I'lO'-  '■  i"-^'  •«•?   :rt  :•••    ••■'"•"* 
.  :MK>  ItoBM  WiMidsfrovfldt  itot  WlbMr>UbiM««# 

MM9.%iolfai'AbiDtt  pwntdntotuWiHtoBi^wiBiiii 
Mft  «MBi-;vttnc»  he-  kwi>irei*-<ia»t|wi>iij  iti^  y Hi 
4ntyip>taime1i>  '•  ■"       .'»^  i  •  'i-iw /.hnK  t  v»it 

K  The  LoHD  OmBt  JosncK  left'  ^hvimf  tk^iim^ 

#»shintiffrbiiaiH»^:ntoo«  tw<it»vy»tijr^iMwtfl<llllrt 
Drdk6  dtMRkuit,  attflby  tbcctBiMDDii^MHl^ltMm^ 

#  MbkliJiblMd^irvn  wtM  wttam  MMiii^^ 
^4ileli(lMMJhilli  iIm>  ii^peanaceiif -!bBi%  iwlmiiH 

a  06  JOTy  KunOf  no  soon  4nwt9WMMPiw  Mv 
-^rtMlhef,  if  they  foond  fiir  the  plaintiff;  thejr  onMmn 
duce  the  damages. 

The  Lord  CiaiEp  Jitstioe.  If  you  can  g^ve  ere- 
iMt  to  tills  man,  you  may  find  for  a  part  of  ti^  debt. 

The  Jury  retined  again,  and  on  returning  into  Court; 
said,  '*  We  find  dmt  the  witness  has  lost  one  tiundrrt 
and  seventy  pounds/'  Tb^  acedrdingly  found  far  the 
plaintiff— 'Damages  Six  Hundred  and  Eighty  Pounds, 
peccel'Of  the  sufndemaodedw  ::>9^i 
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'     Motion  for  a  new  ■  TtiUt.  :' ' 

WllLAtrS   V.   TAYLOR.'     ' 

On  a  sutee^ent  day  the  ArTORNBr^XjhEKBAAL  tMnd 
firi-  a  rule  to  shdw  cause  why  a  new  trial  should  nil 
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weight  of  evidence  in  the  cause;  that  the  appearance 
of  the  paper  proved  it  to  be  all  written  at  once ;-  and 
that  the  very  finding  of  the  Jury  manifested  that  they 
did  not  place  implicit  reliance  on  the  solitary  witness 
by  which  the  case  was  support<rd. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said,  that  the  appear- 
ance of  the  paper,  the  books  of  the  defendant,  and  the 
demeanour  and  testimony  of  the  M'itnesses  on  both 
sides,  were  all  before  tl)e  Jury,  and  the  Court  could 
not  say  they  had  formed  an  erroneous  judgment.  Had 
they  found  a  verdict  for  the  whole  sum,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  say  they  would  have  done  wrong ;  and 
he  could  not  think  a  defendant  bad  a  right  to  a  new 
trial,  because  they  found  for  less  than  they  might  have 
compelled  him  to  pay* 

The  other  Judges  concurred,  and  Mr.  Justice  B  Ar* 
LEY  observed,  that  it  did  not  seem  to  him  that  the 
paper  was  all  written  at  the  same  time,  tliough  pro* 
bably  M'ith  the  same  kind  of  pen  and  ink.  The  rule 
was  therefore  refused. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

Stntenoes  of  Fine  and  Imprisonment  pasKd  on  persons  con- 
victed of  keeping  common  Gambling  Houses — Rooier  and 
HuMPiiRiKS — Aflyavits  in  mitigation  and  in  affgravaiion* 
of  punishment  — Oldfield  and  Bennett,  previously  im- 
wisoned  for  the  same  offence — Judgment  prayed  against 
Fielder — QulbUes  by  which  sentence  was  enuled — Cor- 
ruption of  prosecutors — Sentence  passed  on  a  conviction 
which  had  taken  place  seven  years  before. 

JUDGMENT   ox  110G|£R  ANJ)   HUMPHRIES. 

Court  upon  Charles  Edward  Rogier  and  William 


tarthweU  Huuphcies^  who  htui.h^m^mtt^iUkiOUt 

£;Xlie  ddEBttdapte  being  caledUitt^^ 
DiwieB,  appean^  <m  tiM flaw  •  :  ^' '. 

The  Loiu>  OiiiB7jJurocB'wed:fhv«eiNi^^^^ 
l|l|ei^rM.Fremii|2iiidb  il!appeai)ed^>tb«t.tbe  «chie^we». 

ItrweM  JiiiiM  to^  4be:defeiiikBtoibji  1fae»ei3dniie  Irf. 
Mr*i  A¥oed#eflb»>:whe  j^presentoii  the ^hpfaeierq^ 
#|ly  fitled^l^pi»  itbaidojiiie.etroii^^  gpnmMi  by  hem 
ip)d  boitsuend.eBnaurta  fltatioiied  atithnmii^pieveiit 
4|l9«dmmao  ef  ofiioer»Mid  Miipiue«i|Wftoiii^  i  Whwi 
nirite,  an^^  every  sfMciet  ef  raficerfuneqk  >bf«|0  eqft^ 
f)i^9^wto  UH»giie8te.  fteuge  eft  NociHwdi  f^atfad 
tbece;  :th0']Mef.ancl  the  appreptice.;)piii^ii  Ajjithe 
wne  puQiuitC;  Mme  •ef  the  yisttort^infre 
lebfKiMteiL  "^tuit  .the  jefenchtttotwhet  z\ 
■Mlb'f^cM Alvayv Baber*  ••(•  .«.>  .S^ixi  'n'^a  ^ 
oiilliib;r/Ghfiilfooe^.|dr.  the  dqfeBdaBfaiti  re«e4«  fitoH 
ilRiObjeetieBite  the  Gowk  in  airertvof  i#|d|pp|liiBiM 
tp0n^this>  efajection  he  placed  CQDtiderdblerefiMoe; 
llie  ifidictiuent  upon  which  these  deleodaiite  were 
eoRvioted  was  not  framed  upon  any  statute,  but  waa 
9^  common  law,  for  keeping  a  ga&ihig4KiaBe  for 
*^^bicre  and  gain/'  and  causing  idle  and  disorderly  pas^ 
aone  to  meet  together,  and  play  at  an  unlawful  gmiM» 
ealled  Rouge  et  Noir,  to  the  oemmon  nuiaaaoe  of  the 
wbjects  of  the  king.  Now,  be  would  contend  that 
keeping  a  gaming-house  was  net  a  musanee  t  fit  ss, 
though  it  certainly  might  become  so  if  it  attvMtod'a 
eonoeuffse  of  persons  to  the  ineonvetiience  of  neljj^- 
bours  and  passengers.  Gaming  was  not  fll^^  at 
ewnmon  law;  and  in  ail  the  statutes  which  bid  pro 
bibited  partieukr  games,  ao  mentioa  waa  niade  of 
Rouge  et  Noir,  wbieh  was  a  gasM  :of'BioderBinv 
vention.  Tlie  first  dictmn  which  any  way  faTOUied 
the  supposition  that  keeping  a  oommon  gaoring* 
^iVNise  was  an  indictabk  olfenee»  wouU  be  foaBnd  in 
ttli4Ms^.Md.lhM0i  tlio  jpofitMO^fl*  Mfy 
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fully,  <fae  wonls  being,  **it  is  said,  keeping  a  common 
gaming-house  is  an  indictable  offence  at  common  law.** 
He,  therefore,  contended  that  the  game  was  not  nn- 
lawful,  that  the  indictment  charged  no  offence  recog- 
nised by  law,  and  consequently  that  judgment  ought 
to  be  arrested,  or  a  new  trial  granted. 

Mr.  Platt,  for  the  defendant  Humphries,  contend- 
ed that  there  was  no  statute  which  made  tho  game  of 
Rouge  et  Noir  an  unl.awful  gtime,  and  that  if  therd 
was  no  ground  for  arresting  the  juilgment  of  the 
Court,  the  parties  were  at  all  events  entitled  to  a 
new  trial,  because  there  was  no  evidence  to  prove 
timt  they  kept  the  house  for  **  lucre  and  gain." 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  stated  (and  the  other 
Judges  concurred  in  the  opinion)  that  the  indictment 
charged  on  offence  at  common  law,  nor  was  there 
any.  deficiency  in  evidence  to  warrant  the  granting  'Of 
a  new  trial.  Every  institution  to  subvert  public 
morals  w«is  a  nuisance;  and  although  there  was' no 
autiiority:  applicable  to^e  particular  ca6e  of  gamtii|f« 
houses^  yet  for  a  length  of  time  they  had  been  ranked 
by  repeated  Acts  of  Parliament  as  common  nuitftij- 
ees.  It  was  really  too  much  to  say  that  thero  was 
BO'  evidmce  of  keeping  the  house  for  **  lucre  and 
gain,"  when  all  the  incitements  to  play  were  iet 
fortb^  and  when  it  was  clear  from  the  whole  oondmet 
of  the  parties  that  they  were  actuated  by  no  other 
taoti\^e; 

'  Affidavits  in  mitigation  were  then  put  in  by  the  'd^ 
fetidai^: 

The  first  by^Jlogier,  stated  that  he  certainly  at(9ne 
time  ^hoid  a  share  in  the  gaming-house,  but  not'  at 
present,  and  that  tio  persons  were  admitted  but  thosto 
of  the  higher  orders  of  society,  and  that  Mr.  Wood* 
roffe,  tile  proseootor,  had  brought  an  action  dgaifikt 
him  to  recover  three  hundred  and  stxty-two  pomuU^r^ 
money  won  at  play,  whichnever  w lis  lost :  lie  Wi^ 
lievcd 'the  proseouti^if'^as  indtihrtfed  only  to  eytPMt 
iMnrif ,f:fer  ttfif  ^tanndmli j^t»M  Md'tdnr^IemMWto^ 
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besides  tlie  three  hundred  and-  8ixty4wo  pounds,  as 
the  price  of  compromise,  and  further,  that  be  had 
settled  a  prosecution  against  a  person  named  Aid- 
ridge  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 
Humphrey's  affidavit  corroborated  tliese  state- 
ments, and  alleged  that  he  was  only  a  servant  in  the 
house  at  a  weekly  salary. 

/On  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  tiie  affidavit  of 
Mr.  ^^^oodrofie  was  put  in  and  read.  It  stated  ths^t 
be  had  lost  large  sums  at  the  house  No.  32,  (late.  40} 
](*all-Mall,  where,  tlie  defendants  acted  as  masters. 
The  doors  were  strongly  secured  and  well-guarded 
to  prevent  tl&e  entrance  of  stranger^;  the.inter^>r 
was  fitted  up  in  a  superior  style,  and  w^ne  fipd  spirits 
were  supplied  gratis  to  the  company,  whQ,  w^e  fre,- 
quently  in  a  state  of  intoxication  whei).  tfjiey.tplayed^ 
At  tliis  house  Rouge  et  Noir  was  .QqpitfiBtly;  plfiye4» 
b^  numerous  persons  of  diiTcrent  degree^:)  s^^oe  ftf 
them  peers  of  the  realm,  some  tradesmen  and  trad^ 

Sen's  apprentices  ;  and  othes;ji,l;iad  tbe  i^ptpearfui^  of 
erchants*  or  bankers*  decks,  having  the,  lang.  black 
note-cases  commonly  used  by  persons  90  employed. 
There  were  youths  there  who  did  not  appear  more  tban 
16  or  17  years  of  age,  playing  in  the  same  luanner  Writh 
tlie  others.  By  tlie  rules  of  tlie  house,  the  playen 
might  stake  any  sum  from  5s,  to  100/.  on  each  eveirt, 
which  was  usually  decided  in  less  than  a.  minute* 
The  prosecutor  had  seen  one  person  lose  300/.  iq  a 
minute,  and  had  observed  tlie  proprietors  win  to  the 
amount  of  2,000/.  in  a  single  evening.  Since  tiifi 
indictment  was  preferred,  the  prosecutor^  by  tlie 
special  ai}])ointment  of  Uogier,  called  at  his  house, 
when  Rogier  urged  him  to  compromise^  and  on 
his  refusal  threatened  to  harass  him  with  pro- 
sgcutions,  and  asked  him  how  he  could  help  himself 
if  he  proceeded  against  him,  as  he  had  been  advised 
tq  do  by  Bennett,  the  manager  of  a  similar  con- 
cern ?  Rogier,  further  to  intimidate  Mr.  Woodrofl^, 
said  li^  would  ruin  liim^  9^-.  die  gami^grhouse  ^eefK^re 
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had  a  coninion  fund  of  a  million  of  money  to  defend 
prosecutions ;  and  tlmt  he  would  take  care  that  he 
should  be  aroioyed  in  the  pubHc  streets,  and  that  a 
caveat  shoul;l  be  entered  against  his  call  to  the  bar, 
in  the  society  of  which  he  was  a  member.  Rogicr 
also  observed,  tliat  if  he  were  convicted,  lie  should 
suffer  very  little  except  personal  inconvenience,  as 
his  house  was  under  the  control  of  foreigners,  and 
lie  could  bring  over  a  fresh  batch  every  fortnight, 
whoso  persons  were  unknown,  and  who  could  secure 
the  profits  to  him,  even  if  he  were  in  the  tread*mill. 
The  prosecutor  also  swore  to  his  belief,  that  tlie 
defendants  had  "  branch  societies"  established  in 
various  j)arts  of  tlic  country,  where  unlawful  games 
were  carried  on  for  their  profit  and  under  their  con- 
trol. He  also  believed  that  the  game  was  still  car- 
ried on  in  this  very  establishment,  and  that  the  de- 
fendant Humphries  continued  to  officiate  as  ma- 
nager. 

Mr.  CtJRwooD  addressed  the  Court  on  behalf  of 
the  defendant  llogier.  He  saw  with  regret  the  un- 
fortunate  prejudice  which  existed  in  tlie  public  mind 
against  persons  in  the  situation  of  his  client,  and. 
although  the  judges  were  elevated  far  above  this 
prejudice,  their  wisdom  and  tlieir  station  having 
raised  them  to  an  eminence,  whence  tliey  would  look 
down  with  calm  contempt  on  all  the  prejudices 
around  tlicm,  yet  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  strive  for  its 
removal.  Magistrates  now  thought  themselves  au- 
thorised to  break  into  houses  suspected  to  be  used 
for  gaming,  with  a  violence  which  they  would  find  it 
difficult  to  justify,  in  search  of  the  most  atrocious 
felon.  After  the  decision  of  their  lordships  be  was  un^ 
willing  to  advert  to  uny  other  topics,  but  he  had  the 
autiiority  of  sages  for  asserting,  that  gaming  was  not 
calculated  to  sap  the  foundation  of  public  morals. 
There  is  also  an  act  of  legislature  which  denies  that 
gaming  is  a  moral  offence — 

Mr.  Justice  ISbst.     Where  do  you  And  that  ? 

3  M 
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Mr.  CuRWOOD.  It  is  so  stated  of  gamblers,  and 
I  take  it  for  granted,  that  they  arc  equal  in  point  of 
criminality  to  the  person  who  keeps   a  house  for 

play. 

Mr.  Justice  Best.  I  believe  Lord  Mansfield  did 
say,  that  gaming  was  not  a  crime ;  but  keeping  a 
gaming-house  is  an  act  of  quite  a  diflferent  nature. 

Mr.  CuRwooD,  They  are  i/i  j>an  de//cfo,  my  Lord. 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley.  No  ;  I  may  perhaps  do 
that  innocently  in  my  own  house,  which  if  done  in 
public,  and  under  other  circumstances  may  become 
criminal. 

Mr.  CuRwooD  said  he  would  not  urge  the  stale 
topic  of  the  lottery ;  but  surely  tlie  legislature  could 
not  consider  gaming  as  bad  in  itself,  when  every  act 
prohibiting  it,  contained  an  express  reseryation  iu 
favour  of  the  royal  palaces.  {A  laugh.)  With  respect 
to  the  evidence,  I  do  not  wish  to  say  much,  but  it  is 
that  species  of  testimony  which  reflects  but  little 
credit  upon  the  prosecutor ;  and  the  Court  would  feel 
an  honoui'able  wish  to  avoid  gratifying  the  malevo- 
lence of  a  person  who  hud  studied  law  at  the  gaming-* 
table,  and  having  taken  his  chance  of  winning  the 
defendant's  money,  cliose  thus  to  revenge  his  losses. 
The  story  which  he  has  told  before  the  Court  will  be 
received  with  jealousy,  and  when  I  hear  that  he  is  a 
student  at  law,  I  only  hope  ihc  profession,  to  which 
it  is  my  pride  to  belong,  may  never  number  him 
among  its  members.  I  say  with  the  most  unfeigned 
sincerity — dii  talent  averiUe  pestem.  In  the  affidavit 
which  has  just  been  read,  Mr.  IJogier  states  he  has 
quitted  the  occupation  for  ever ;  and,  as  one  end  of 
punishment  was  obtained,  the  judges,  he  trusted, 
would  be  disposed  to  visit  him  lightly,  ami  not  give 
eflcct  to  prejudices  which  had  already  inflicted  no 
small  degree  of 'misery  upon  him. 

^fr.  Platt  for  the  defendant  Humphries  fol- 
lowed. 

He  urged  several  argiuucnls  in  mitigation  of  tlie 
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punishment  of  his  ch'ent  who  was  merely  a  servant ; 
he  disclaimed  all  participation  in  the  sentiments  whidi 
would  represent  the  practices  of  these  persons  as 
moral ;  he  thought,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  wci^ 
highly  pernicious  and  ought  to  be  repressed  ;  but 
tliere  were  circumstances  which  created  a  distinction 
in  favour  of  his  client  who  was  prosecuted  by  a  ma!li 
who  came  into  Court  with  unclean  hands. 

Mr.  Charles  Phillips  then  rose,  and  addressed 
the  Court,  in  aggravation,  nearly  as  follows : — 

My  Lords,  it  now  becomes  my  duty  to  offer  a  few 
observations  to  your  lordships,  on  the  nature  of  flie 
offence  of  which  the  defendants  stand  convicted- 
After  having  listened  to  the  addresses  of  the  t\tb 
leanicd  gentlemen,  I  confess  that  I  am  somewhat 
puzzled  to  know  the  exact  situation  in  which  I  stand. 
I  am  almost  inclined  to  fancy  that  I  have  mistaken 
my  situation,  and  that  I  am  to  appear  on  the  paVt  df 
my  client  to  make  an  apology  for  doing  an  act  of 
public  justice  !  Perhaps  it  would  not  be  the  nioit 
unwise  course  to  leave  the  speech  of  Mr.  Curwoo8, 
to  the  answer  it  had  received  from  Mr.  Piatt,  had  I 
not  received  instructions  from  the  prosecutor  to  point 
out  to  your  lordships,  the  mischiefs  which  the  defen- 
dants are  so  actively  engaged  in  advancing,  and  had 
not  his  character  been  so  malevolently  aspersed  by 
their  assertions.  My  learned  friend,  Mr.  Curwobd, 
pathetically  deplored  the  prejudice  under  wliich  his 
client  laboured,  and  termed  it — an  unfortunate  prejti- 
dice;  Far  otherwise  did  Mr.  Piatt — ^he,  with  that 
sound  judgn';ent  which  he  always  exercises,  saw  that 
the  ground  thus  occupied  by  Mr.  Garwood  was  ut- 
terly untenable,  and  accordingly  he  laboured  hard  to 
rescue  his  client  from  any  participation  in  Mr.  Cur- 
wood's  sentiments.  But  I  have  now  not  only  to  ad- 
dress your  Lordships  in  aggravation,  but  to  vindicate 
my  client  from  the  imputations  flung  out  this  day 
against  bis  character«  because  he  has  had  the  courage 
to  come  forward — and  against  what  ?  against  the  at* 
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tacks  of  the  very  men  by  whom  he  was  first  sednced. 
He  is  charged  iu  the  affidavit  of  Rogicr  of  attempt* 
log  to  compromise  this  proceeding ;  and  having  failed 
in  that,  it  is  said,  tiiat  he  comes  here  with  a  vindictive 
spirit  to  call  for  severity  upon  these  defendants. 
Now,  I  leave  it  to  your  Lordships'  good  sense,  whe- 
ther, if  money  could  have  silenced  the  prosecutor,  the 
defendants  would  to-day  have  had  to  stand  upon  the 
floor  of  this  court  waiting  tlieir  just  sentence  r  That 
my  client  has  suiTered  himself  to  be  trepanned  into  the 
den  of  these  defendants  was  his  misfortune,  perhaps 
his  transgression,  but  not  quite  as  inexpiable,  I  hope, 
as  Mr.  Curwood*s  classical  research  would  make  it, 
when  we  consider  his  youth  and  his  temptation.  That 
he  should  endeavour  to  guard  others  from  tito  seduc- 
tions to  which  he  was  subject,  is  at  once  a  duty 
which  he  owes  himself,  and  an  atonement  which  he 
Qwes  society.  Indeed,  from  the  report  which  his 
Lordship  read  to-day,  you  must  perceive,  my  Lonli, 
that  this  question  materially  concerns  the  whole  com- 
munity ;  I  dierefore  say,  and  when  I  hear  the  doc- 
trines which  are  promulgated  by  my  learned  friend,  I 
have  a  right  to  say,  that  the  court  is  not  only  called 
upon  to  inflict  severe  punishment  upon  the  defendants, 
but  by  so  doing  to  extend  mercy  to  the  thousands 
who  are  as  yet  perhaps  hesitating  on  the  brink  of 
tlieir  destruction.  Upon  the  sentence  which  you  arc 
about  to  pronounce  depends,  whether  this  vice,  wbich, 
with  all  deference  to  Mr.  Curwood,  1  still  presume  to 
designate  amoral  oftence,  is  to  beeircctually  checked, 
or  to  continue  its  pestilential  visitation.  It  appears, 
that  these  defendants  have  been  convicted  <)f  keeping 
a  gaming-house  in  the  very  centre  of  this  metnipoHs. 
M\\  Curwood  dwells  wilh  great  force,  and  irresisti- 
ble pathos  upon  the  innocent  intention  of  tlicsc  de- 
Icndants,  and  indeed  Ilogior  himself  has  Iiad  the  har- 
dihood to  swear,  that  he  did  not  knavv  that  the  grunc 
of  lioifirc  ct  Noir  was  illegal.  What  then,  I  would 
ask  your  Lordships,  was  the  meaning  of  the  precaution 
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adopted  against  all  but  the  initiated  ?  It  is  not  de- 
nied, though  tlie  defendants  had  an  opportunity  of 
denying  it,  that  the  doors  of  their  iniquitous  dens  are 
barred  up  and  barricadoed  -like  the  dungeons,  to 
which,  in  the  enJ,  they  too  generally  lead.  Does 
not  this  fact  alone  abundantly  prove  that  they  are 
well  aware  of  its  guilt,  and  of  its  illegality  ?  When 
you  enter  tlieir  house,  from  which  all  arc  excluded, 
except  the  unwary,  it  seems  that  there  was  not  only 
drink  to  sUipify  the  senses,  but  every  expensive  deco- 
ration to  fascinate  and  attract ; — Uiat  these  induce- 
ments to  the  game  are  given  gratuitously,  proving  the 
calculation  in  favour  of  the  donors  ; — that  the  play  is 
carried  on  to  such  an  extent  that  £  100.  may  be 
staked  at  a  time,  and  the  stake  forfeited  in  half  a  mi- 
nute ; — that  the  gradations  of  the  stakes  run  so  low 
as  6m.  in  order  to  accommodate  the  inferior  candidate 
for  ruin ;  and  that  the  proprietors  have  won  even  in  a 
single  night,  a  sum  amounting  to  <jP  2,000.  Mr. 
Rogier  has  ventured  to  swear  in  his  affidavit  to-day, 
that  no  persons,  but  those  above  the  mitldle  class  of 
society,  were  permitted  to  play ;  yet  it  was  proved 
at  the  trial,  that  alt  persons,  from  the  peer  to  the  ap- 
prentice, were  indiscriminately  admitted,  and  that 
this  deluded  rabble  were  not  left  to  tlie  excitement  of 
the  vice  itself,  but  often  under  the  influence  of  intox- 
ication were  craelly  plundered  of  property,  which  in 
many  instances  was  probably  not  their  own.  Such 
is  the  system,  or  rather  a  part  of  the  system  carried 
on  at  these  hells,  as  they  are  very  emphatically  and 
not  inappropriately  denominated ;  for  in  them  the 
worst  of  passions  are  in  conflict.  The  fiercest  ima- 
ginable tortures  are  enduring — ^the  consummation  of 
all  evil  is  completed  ;  and  that  nothing  may  be  want- 
ing to  fill  up  the  picture,  we  find  the  grand  Master 
Demons  of  the  place  creating,— encouraging, — en- 
joying,— and  even  exulting  in  the  ruin  that  surrounds 
tbem.  It  appears  to  me,  my  Lords,  tliat  if  tliere 
were  no  other  fd&tarein  this  cast  than  Ae  confusion 
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of  rank  to  which  these  plaees  lead,  it  would  of  itself 
be  sufficient  aggravation.  Men  of  birth  may  only 
descend  to  this  tarnishing  connexion  in  the  hope  oi 
profit,  but  humbler  men  will  shelter  their  conduct 
under  the  cloak  of  their '  e^esses  and  example. 
Happy  however  would  it  be  if  this  were  the  only  ag- 
l^avation, — ^happy  would  it  be  if,  to  the  matured  pro- 
fligacy of  either  class,  this  infatuation  could  be  limit* 
ed !  But  what  can  be  said  of  the  enormity  of  these 
defendants,  when  you  hear  that  tlieir  doors  are  open 
to  the  youthful  and  the  innocent  ?  Boys  of  sixteen^ 
bankers'  clerks,  tradesmen's  apprentices  too— ^11  who 
have  tlieir  own  of  their  masters*  money  to  lose,  are 
welcome  to  this  scene  of  impartial  depredation; 
Give  me  leave  to  ask  you,  my  Lords,  while  these 
pest-houses  exist,  what  fatlier  can  count  upon  the 
morals  of  his  child  ?  What  merchant — what  man  of 
busings  can  rely  upon  the  honesty  of  those  employed 
by  him  ?  What  family,  no  matter  hi^  rank,  is  is  a 
state  of  security?  It  is  ab$siird  to  imagine  that  any 
moral  barrier  can  be  established  against  this  vice. 
Enclose  the  victim  but  once  amidst  the  circle  of  it^ 
fascination,  and  every  devisable  remedy  becomes 
neutralized  and  powerless :  the  freshest  and  dearest 
virtues  of  our  nature  fade  under  its  witliering  in- 
fluence. In  other  vices  there  is  some  hope  of  redemp- 
tion, and  misfortune  may  correct  a  man  :  but  it  is  tlie 
peculiarity  of  the  vice  of  gaming,  that  even  the 
gamester's  losses  operate  only  as  so  many  stimulants 
to  his  perseverance,  and  the  more  adversity  contracts 
and  darkens  his  horizon,  the  more  delusively  brilliant 
appears  the  meteor  tliat  beguiles  him.  But  I  feef. 
my  Lords,  that  this  is  not  the  ])lace  to  expatiate  on 
the  vice  ;  and  I  hope  there  is  but  one  person  in  Court 
(Mr.  Curwood)  who  does  not  tliink  it  immoral.  Your 
own  enlightened  minds,  my  Lords,  no  doubt,  will 
trace  it  from  its  first  excited,  and  ])erhaps  involuntary 
lapse,  througli  every  gradation  of  crime,  to  its  fatal 
termination  in  suicide  or  tlie  scaffold.     I  will,  how- 
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ever,  ask  your  Lordships  what  think  you  of  the  con- 
duct of  one  of  these  defendants,  when  he  was  rcmon- 
stratcd  with  by  tlie  prosecutor — wlien  be  even  antici- 
pated conviction  t     Did  he  express  any  contrition  f 
Did  he  promise  cither  penitence  or  amcndnicitt  for 
the  future  /     Nx}t  he  ;  he  scorned  such  puling  hypo* 
crisy — lie  gloried  in  the  idea  of  setting  justice  at  de- 
fiance ;  all  he  had  to  do  it  seems  was  to  import  a 
fresh  cargo  of  his  countrymen  amongst  ns,  to  ingraft 
the  luKuriance  of  their  vices  upon  our  stunted  delin- 
quencies ;  and  then,  even  in  the  trcad-mill,  his  calcU' 
latians  and  profits  would  go  on  just  as  accurately  as 
ever.     Not  one   victim  would  be  saved  from  the 
sacrifice — not  one  guinea  less  would  be  wrung  from 
the  community.     In  closing  this  case  I  cannot  but 
remark  on  the  difficulty  of  bringing  these  men  to  jus- 
tice.    Mr.  Curwood's  legal  acuteness  is  the  least  of 
these  difficulties ;  the  defendants  belong  to  a  gang, 
formidable  from  its  opulence.     It  is  not  enough  that 
a  man  is  to  be  plundered  and  cheated,  but  if  he  dares 
complain,  he  will  meet  with  a  persecution,  purchased 
by  his  own  money.     My  Lords,  I  have  trespassed 
opon  your  attention ;  I  leave  the  case  with  perfect 
confidence  in  your  bands :  I  have — ^I  can  have  no 
personal  feeling,  nor  sliould  I  have  said  so  mudi,  but 
for  the  natural  excitation  occasioned  by  the  speedi  of 
Mr.Ourwood,and  the  strong  coilviction  of  what  a  deep 
interest  the  public  have  at  stake  in  its  decision.    I  be- 
lieve most  solemnly  tliat  it  depends  onthisday'sjudg* 
ment,  whether  many  industrious,  moral,  honourable 
men,  may  not  hereafter  have  to  attribute  to  the  infernal 
system  carried  on  at  these  pestiferous  dens,  the  ex- 
tinction of  tlieir  fairest,  hopes,  and  the  irreparable 
ruin  of  their  children. 

The  Judges  were  engaged  in  consultation,  when 
Mr.  Phillips  again  rose  and  said,  it  would  per^ 
haps  be  more  convenient  to  the  Court,  and  it  would 
save  time,  to  have  the  other  four  detendauts,  who 
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had  been  found  guilty,  brought  up  to  receive  tlie  wn- 
tence  of  tlie  Court. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.     Are  they  here  ? 

Mr.  CuRwooD.  Yes,  my  lord,  three  of  the  four 
found  gtiilty  upon  the  other  indictment  are  here ;  and 
I  have  an  affidavit  that  one  is  detained  by  illness. 

The  Lord  Chiep  Justice.  Then  let  the  ttro 
defendants,  Rogier  and  Humphries,  and  nko  the 
three  defendants,  Bennett,  Oldficld^  and  Carlos,  who 
are,  as  you  say,  in  readiness  to  receive  judgment,  be 
immediately  taken  in<o  custody  ;  ami  let  them  all  be 
brought  up  at  the  sitting  of  the  Court  tomorroW| 
when  judgment  will  be  passed  upon  them. 


JUDGMENT  OF  THE  COURT. 

On  the  following  day,  as  soon  as  the  court  wai  full, 
liie  prisoners,  Rogier,  Humphries,  Bennett^  Oldfield, 
and  Carlos,  were  brought  into  court,  in  the  custody  of 

Mr.  Gibons  the  tipstaff'. 

Mr.  Charles  Phillips  then  moved  the  judgment 
of  the  court  upon  Richard  Bennett,  I'rcderick  Old- 
iield,  and  Thomas  Carlos.  John  Phillips,  who  was 
also  found  guilty  with  them,  did  not  appear  on  ac- 
count of  illness,  and  a  certificate  from  his  physicians 
to  that  effect,  was  read  in  court. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  having  read  his  notes 
of  the  trial  which  took  place  at  the  last  sittings  for 
Middlesex : — 

An  affidavit  in  mitigation,  on  the  part  of  Frederick 
Oldfield  was  read.  He  statwl  that  he  withdrew  from 
all  concern  and  interest  in  tlie  house,  No.  75,  St. 
JamesVstreet,  in  June.  1821,  and  that  in  the  Sep* 
tember  of  the  same  year  the  nuisance  was  abated. 
Since  that  period  he  had   eiubarked  his  capital  in 


TH&.  QAMBuaCa  scou&es.  i$>7 

trade,  on  which  be  now  depended  for  the  support  of 
his  family.  He  had  a  wife  aiul  nine  children  depea- 
dant  upon  him,  who  would  be  reduced  to  poverty  if 
any  heavy  fine  should  be  inflicted  ;  and  he  was  sub- 
ject to  a  disease  in  his  head,  arising  from  a  determi- 
nation of  blood  to  that  part,  which  protracted  imprison- 
ment would  dangerously  heighten.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, lie  threw  himself  upon  the  mercy  of  the 
court. 

Bennett's  affidavit  set  forth  that  the  house  in  quesr 
tjpn  was  ahut  up  in  September  1821 ;  that  be  then 
retired  with  his  family  to  the  New  Road,  where  he 
now  resided  ;  that  he  had  a  wife  and  seven  children^ 
and  was  in  indigent  circumstances;  ^nd  that  he  wa3 
subject  tp  periodical  attacks  of  the  gout,  which  would 
endanger  his  life  if  he  should  be  detained  lonjg  in  pri- 
son. 

The  statements  of  Oldfield  and  Bennett  respectiojg 
^irbealtbp  were  confirmed:  by  the  affidavits  oftbw 
tnedical  attendants.  *      :. 

t 

. ,  Thooias  Carlos,!  in  his  affidavit*  of  mitigatioxi,'  de- 
po^d^  tliat  he  had  a  wife  and  seven  children.  His 
jf¥i£e.was  io  a  deUcate  state  of  health,  and  he  believed 
any  severe  sentence  upen  him  would  produce  aneffisct 
on  h^r.  extremely  dangerous.  He  had  served  as  a 
lieutenant  in  his  majesty's  service  for  nearly  thirty 
years,  and  had  been  employed  in  various  part§  of  the 
;world,  particularly  in  the  West  Indies,  and  duiing 
tlie  .rebellion  in  Ireland:  but  on  the  peace  he-^vas 
thrown  on  the  world  destitute  of  money  and  resoutvej, 
and  at  the  present  moment  he  believed  the  whole  of 
bis  prop^by  was  barely  sufficient  to  pay  his  credifors. 
He  further  stated,  that  he  had  never  been  cdnoorii^ 
in  a  house  of  this  description  before,  nor  had  fa^  ever 
before  been  indicted.  He  concluded  by  throwmg 
himself  upon  the  mercy  of  the  court 

3  »      '    ■  ■      ■ 


Mr.%VooDROFF£y  the  prosecutor,  put  in  an  affida- 
vit in  aggmvation.  He  described  the  Btrong  fasten* 
iqgs  i^hich  secured  the  approached  to  the  rooms ;  the 
furniture  was  of  the  most  splendid  kind,  and  wiiies, 
8{Hrits  and  refreshments  were  plentifully  supplied  free 
of  expense.  Some  of  the  visitors  every  night  were  io 
ti  state  of  intoxication^  and  hazarded  their  money 
lytdle  in  that  condition.  On  one  occasion,  a  very 
young  man  was  playing  in  a  state  of  high  inebriation 
ior  large  sums,  and  the  defendant  Phillips,  took  up 
Us  money,  as  if  he  had  lost  on  the  event,  whereas  he 
had  in  leality  won ;  upon  this  Mr.  Woodroffe  rem(Hi« 
strated,  and  Phillips  paid  the  young  omib,  saying  that 
i|  was  a  mistake,  which  they  could  rectify  without  the 
interference  of  a  stranger.  Play  was  canried  on  in 
Ihree  rooms  to  a  great  extent,  and  was  ebaied  by 
young  men  and  lads,  apparently  the  clerks  of  mer* 
chants  and  tradesmen.  Mr.  Woodroffe  remembered. 
<»e  of  them  stung  to  madness,  by  his  losses,  declaring 
that  the  money  he  had  lost,  was  the  property  of  his 
employers.  He  beUeved  the  defendants  had  been 
engaged  for  many  years  in  the  management  of  gaming^ 
bouses, — that  they  had  **  branch  esiablishmtnti'  io 
various  parts  of  the  country,  at  Brighton,  Bath,  Pres* 
ton  Guild,  and  many  other  places — that  many  actions 
had  been  brought  against  them  for  money  won  at  pby 
—-and  that  Oldfield  and  Bennett  had  been  convicted 
on  one  indictment,  but  judgment  had  never  been 
prayed  a^inst  them. 

Mr.  CuRwooD  here  interposed,  and  said  this 
ought  not  to  be  stated,  as  it  was  only  on  belief. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice,  It  will  have  no 
effect  on  us ;  whatever  a  party  in  such  an  affidavit 
states  on  mere  information  and  belief,  will  always  be 
entirely  futile. 

The  affidavit  of  the  prosecutor  further  stated  that 
OldGeld  and  Bennett  were  possessed  of  enormous 
wealth,  and  lived  in  a  costly  style. 


'  Mr  CuRWOOD  addressed  the  Court  on  bebftirof 
Bennett  and  Oldfield.  The  character  of  the  prose' 
cutor  was  disclosed  by  tlie  affidavits  which  he  bad 
put  in/  which  manifested  a  savage  desire  to  press 
down  the  prisoners  with  aggravated  suflferings.  But 
he  was  sure  the  Court  would  divest  their  minds  froo» 
every  kind  of  prejudice,  which  those  affidavits  might' 
for  the  moment  have  created.  His  learned  friend' 
(Mr.  Phillips)  had  eloquence  and  the  populai*  feelitig 
on  his  side ;  he  had  topics  which  came  home  to  every 
heart ;  in  fact,  he  carried  the  whole  torrent  of  peUic 
indignation  against  hia  unfortunate  clients.  He  (Mr. 
Cunvood)  would  not  repeat  those  general  observations 
wliich  be  had  uqied  yesterday;  but  he  would  b^ 
the  Court  to  remember  that  in  the  opinion  of  some; 
gEifnbling^iouses  were  not  totally  without  defence,  fdt 
it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  private  ruin  was  *ino% 
sdwayS'UnmiKed  with  public  good,  and  some  political' 
writers  of  eminence  have  thought  that  much  benefiv 
wa^  (conferred  upon  society*  by  the  breaking  up  of 
large  capitals,  which  could  only  be  efiectoaily  (dup 
tributed  at  the  gaming  table.  (Much  laugbttrJ)  .  %he 
learned  counsel  then  urged  the  bodily  infirmities  to 
which  his  clients  were  subject,  and  expressed  his 
hope^  that  the  Court  would  remember,  that  to  these 
perl^ons,  imprisonment  would  be  so  severe  while  it 
listed/ that  they  might  reasonably  shorten  its  dura- 
tion for  upon  them  It  would  fall  with  accumulated? 
severity.  '-j 

'Mr;£.  tA^v Eg  addressed  the  Court  on  the  fSart 
of  Thomas  Carlos.  The  Court  would  he  trustod^/i^t*^ 
tend  ta  his  eMpfsssions  of  contrition,  and  to  Ms  defer- 
ilimatibn  nev^^^aini  to  be  engaged  in- such  an  ooctt^i 
pation.  "■  Be-  wits  unfortutKitcly  entrapped  Jatostafr. 
employment  which  he  now  sincerely  vefffittiddi;tiMb 
barving  be^n  iot  thirty'  ydors  a|i  oAc^^  iii  his  Mm^fy  s 
service^  he  iMas,  perhafp^  fro^'hM  situatioo  in  l]fe}|bS^ 
more  liable  to  temptat1>i^ft  ;;>)tfS>ofieifcb|  thei^eforey  wms^ 
entitled  Uy  lenient  sentence. 

Sirs 


T;»or0Ch'i£pJjustic£.  It  does  not  appeur  upon  the 
affidavit  of  the  prisoner  Carlos,  that  he  has  abandoned 
tbe  concern,  or  that  this  home  has  been  aliated.  I 
have  looked  anxiously  into  the  affidavits,  and  to  see  if 
they  contained  any  statements  that  diis  party  had  en- 
tirely ceased  from  his  occupation,  but  there  is  nothing 
of  tlie  kind  in  any  of  them,  except  that  of  Rogier,one 
qf  the  defendants  who  was  before  us  yesterday. 

Mr.  C«  Phillips  then  addressed  tlie  Court  in  ag- 
gravation, as  follows: — 

I  should  ill  repay  the  indulgence  which  I  experi- 
enced yesterday,  if  I  occupied  much  of  your  lArA^ 
quips'  time  upon  the  present  occasion.  But  f  cannot 
refrain  from  remarking  upon  the  strange  explanatiun 
given  by  my  friend  (Mr.  Lawes)  of  the  situation  ^f 
his  client.  He  says  that  he  was  in  his  Majesty's 
service  thirty  years,  and  that  his  situation  qualif^ 
him,  as  it  were,  for  his  new  situation  a^  a  gaming- 
house keeper.  In  what  a  very  pleasant  condition 
would  the  country  be  placed,  if  in  case  we  ever 
went  to  war  again,  that  on  the  return  of  peace  all  ihe 
half-pay  officers  were  to  set  up  gambling-houses,  a 
situation  for  which  (my  learned  friend  says)  ther  pre- 
vious occupations  had  so  eminently  qualified  them ! 
{A  laugh.)  .  There  has  been  a  renmrk  made  by  my 
friend,  Mr.  Curwood,  that  I  have  on  my  side  all  the 
popular  topics,  and  that  the  observations  which  have 
been  made  upon  the  conduct  of  the  defendants  came 
home  to  every  heart.  But  unfortunately  the  defend- 
ants formed  an  exception  to  this  rule,  for  although 
the}^  now  talked  of  the  feelings  of  their  families,  they 
have  evinced  all  their  lives  a  total  disregard  to  the 
feelings  and  families  of  others.  There  is  one  more 
topic  to  which  I  wish  to  allude,  I  mean  the  censure 
which  has  been  cast  upon  the  prosecutor ;  the  Court 
has  had  a  specimen  of  what  a  man  has  to  endure 
who  comes  into  Court  to  prosecute  persons  of  this 
description.     Every  topic  of  calumny  which  ingenuity 
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could  devise,  my  learned  friends  have  been  advised 
to  resort,  to,  with  a  view  to  injure  his  character  and 
prospects  in  life.  Mr.  Woodroflfe  is  a  very  young 
man  ;  he  has  been  trepanned  into  a  line  of  conduct 
which  he  now  sincerely  regrets,  not  on  account  of 
any  losses  he  has  sustained,  for  if  he  had  consented 
to  have  foregone  tliis  prosecution  these  would  have 
been  repaid  ten-fold,  but  on  account  of  the  exposure 
of  his  character,  to  which,  by  a  sense  of  public  duty 
lie  is  impcHedy  in  calling  up  the  defendants  to  receive 
the  judgment  of  this  Court  upon  their  offences.  I 
will  detain  your  Lordships  no  longer  than  merely  to 
state  a  communication  which  I  have  just  received 
from  the  prosecutor;  he  states  that  he  has  made 
anxious  inquiries,  and  that  he. is  convinced  the  defend- 
ant Rogier  has  entirely  ceased  to  be  connected  with 
the  trade  of  gaming-houses ;  but  not  so  the  other 
defendants,  as  might  be  inferred  by  their  affidavits 
being  silent  on  that  part  of  the  subject. 

The  Court  having  conferred  together  for  a  con- 
siderable time, 

Mr.  JusTici:  Bailey  addressed  the  prisoners  as 
follows: — Charles  Edward  Rogier,  William  Southwell 
Humphries,  Richard  Bennett,  Frederick  Oldfield, 
and  Thomas  Carlos,  you  appear  here  to  receive 
the  sentence  of  tlie  Court,  You  have  been  found 
guilty  upon  indictments  preferred  against  you  for 
keeping  common  gaming-houses.  IVIuch  has  been 
said  by  counsel,  and  stated  in  affidavits,  respect- 
ing the  motives  of  the  prosecutors ;  but  this 
Court  looks  at  the  offence  of  which  you  have 
been  convicted,  without  paying  any  regard  to  the 
motives  of  those  by  whom  you  have  been  brought  to 
justice.  Nor  can  it  fail  to  reniark  that  whatever 
may  be  the  motive  of  the  prosecutor,  when  a  man 
brings  forward  into  a  Court  of  Justice,  a  public  de- 
linquent, he  is  a  great  well-doer  to  the  public  ;  and 
for  this  reason  ibt  Court  did  not  tfaiAk  themselves 
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bound  to  examine  the  motives  of  the  prosecutors- 
The  offence  is  one  of  a  very  high  nature,  and  lughly 
prejudicial  to  tlie  interests  of  the  [jublic.  Houses  of 
this  description  bring  ruin  not  oiiJy  upon  the  indi- 
viduals actually  engaged  in  gamingt  but  upon  their 
families  and  connexions — blast  their  prospects,  and. 
too  fi-equently  produce  irretrievable  ruin.  You  were 
charged  with  keeping  common  gaming-houses,  and  it 
was  urged  yesterday  by  your  counsel  that  keeping  a 
common  gaming  house  was  not  an  offence  at  common 
law;  but  if  your  counsel  had  inquired  more  miuutely- 
into  the  law  of  the  case,  he  would  have  found*  tliati 
upwards  of  a  century  ago,  keeping  a  common  jraiiuusr 
house  was  held  to  be  an  offence  at  comiaoa  law  It 
is  also  sworn  in  the  affidavit  of.  Rogicr,  tliat  the  gamC: 
of  Rouge  et  Noir  is  not  an  unlawful  g^ame^,  TUe^ 
Court  is  not  culled  upon  to  give  any  opiqmi  upou, 
that  point,  because  you  are  not  charged^  with  playiug. 
at  Roitge  et  Noir^  and  thereby  committing  aa  offence; 
but  you  are  charged  with  keeping  common  gaming'* 
houses,  and  f claying  for  large  sums  at  the  game  of 
Rouge  et  Noir.  A  common  ganiing-house  is  a  nui- 
sance of  the  worst  description.  It  has  a  leudency 
to  make  persons  lose  not  only  the  property  belonj^ing 
to  themselves  and  their  families,  but  in  many  instances 
it  holds  out  a  temptation  to  persons  intrusted  with  the 
property  of  others,  to  hazard  that  projjcrly.  You 
have  submitted  to  the  Court  that  this  was  not  un- 
lawful gaming;  but  it  is  quite  clear  that  you  did  nut  ■ 
feel  that  you  were  acting  lej^ally.  The  manner  in 
which  the  houses  were  conducted  proved  u hat  your 
conviction  was.  The  doors  were  secured,  and  uil- 
niiltance  refused  to  the  officers  of  justice.  AVliy  was 
this  extraordinary  course  resorted  to,  unless  you  had 
a  consciousness  of  <  xtraordinary  danger  ?  If  bail 
practices  were  not  going  on,  why  sljoiild  you  liave 
been  anxious  to  keep  out  .stran;;crs  I  It  appear:^  that 
there,  were  refresh mc: its,  forci^i^n  wines  and  spirits, 
provided  gratis  for  the  persons  engaged  at  play;  and.,. 
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it  ill  so  appears  that  those  persons  were  in  many  in« 
stances  intoxicated,  whilst  you,  the  keepers  of  these 
bouses,  were  invaiiably  sober.     It  has  been  stated  in 
the  affidavits  put  in  on  the  part  of  the  prosecutors, 
that  Rogier  had  said  he  had  large  funds,  out  of  which 
vfOuM  be  advanced  the  sums  necessary  for  paying  any 
pecuniary  fines  which  might  be  imposed  by  the  Court, 
and  for  defending  all  prosecutions ;  and  in  the  affi« 
davit  of  Rogier  that  is  not  denied.     It  has  been  urged 
on  behalf  of  Bennett  and  Oldfield,  that  their  impri* 
sonment  would   bring   extreme   distress   \}\\oi\   their 
wives  and  children.     The  Court  cannot  avoid  feeling 
that  these  defendants   having   wives   and   children, 
should  have  been  securities  for  the  wives  and  children 
of  others,  who   frequented   these   houses,    many  of 
whom  doubtless  have  been  involved  in  unutterable 
ruin.     The  Court  has  attended  to  that  part  of  the 
affidavits  in  which  it  is  stated  that  a  heavy  imprison* 
ment  might  prove  fatal  to  two  of  the  defendants ;  and 
the  Court  has  also  attended  to  the  affidavit  of  Rogier, 
which  states,  that  he  has  not,  during  a  considerable 
time  past,  been  engaged  in  gaming,  and  that  he  is 
not  now  engaged  in  any  gaming  practices ;  but  the 
Court  is  sorry  to  observe  that  no  such  declaration  is 
made  in  the  affidavits  of  any  of  tlie  other  defendants. 
The  Court,  therefore,  taking  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  into  consideration,  and  feeling  that  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty  they  owe  it  to  the  public  to  put 
down  such  practices,  doth  order  and  adjudge. 

That  you,  Charles  Edward  Rogier,  do  pay 
to  the  King  a  fine  of  5000/.,  and  be  imprisoned  in 
his  Majes^*s  House  of  Correction,  Cold  Bath-fields, 
for  the  term  of  twelve  calendar  months. 

That  you,  William  Southwell  IIumpiiuies, 
do  pay  to  the  King  a  fine  of  300/.,  and  be  imprisoned 
in  the  same  prison  for  the  term  of  two  yearsr. 

That  you,  Frederick  Oldfield,  do  pay  to  the 
King  a  fine  of  1000/.,  and  be  imprisoned  in  the  pri- 
son of  this  Court  for  one  year. 


That  you,  Richard  Bekkett,  do  pay  to  th^ 
King  a  fine  of  tOOO/.,  and  Jie  imprisoned  in  the  same 
prison  for  one  year. 

That  you,  Thomas  Carlos»  do  pay  to  the  King 
a  fine  of  500/.,  and  be  imprisoned  in  his  Majesty's 
House  of  (Jorreclion,  Cold  13ath-lieldsi  for  the  term 
of  eighteen  calendar  months. 

That  each  of  you,  at  tlie  expiration  of  your  several 
periods  of  imprisonment,  do  enter  into  recc^izancjBS 
for  your  good  behaviour  for  five  years,  yourselves  ia 
SOOOL  eacl)»  and  two  sufficieat  sureties  in  lOOOL 
each ;  and  further,  that  you4)e  inipriaoned  in  thes^id 
prbons  until  such  fines  be  paid,  and  such  recognizances 
entered  into. 

,  .  Mr.  Justice  Baylby  farther  .observed,  tlrnt  in  this 
instance  the  Court  did  not,  under  the  provisions  of  ^ 
J»te  act  of  parliament,  feel  themselves  bound  to  order 
.that  the  defendants  during  their  several  periods  of  im- 
prisonment should  be  kept  to  HARD  LABOUR, 
becaiM^e  the  offences  of  which  they  had  been  tbund 
|[uilty  were  conimitted  prior  to  the  passing  of  that 
act  of  parliament.  Let  it,  however,  be  understood, 
.that  the  Court  would  in  future  punish  with  bard  labour 
persons  convicted  of  offences  similar  to  those  for  which 
the  defendants  had  received  the  judgment  of  the 
Court. 

The  defendants  were  then  taken  out  of  Couit  in 
the  custody  of  Uie  tipstaff. 


Sentence  on  Oldfield  and  Bennett. 

On  tlie  motion  of  the  Attorney-General,  these  de- 
fendants having  been  remanded  from  the  preceding 
term,  were  brought  up  tu  receive  the  jucl<;mcnt  of  the 
Court  on  tlnee  several  indictments,  charging  them 
with  keeping  common  naming- houses  at  No.  75,  St. 
James's-slreet,  No.  71,  rail-mull,  and  No.  6,  Pall- 
mall,  respectively.     There  was  a  fourth  ludictmeDt 


Against  Oldiield  for  keeping  a  common  gaming-house 
in  Bury-strect,  St.  James's,  in  the  year  1817.  la 
one  of  these  instance*^,  the  record  of  conviction  having 
been  clandestinely  taken  away  from  the  Court,  the 
Attorney-General  obtained  leave  to  make  up  a  fresh 
postea,  upoii  wiiich  he  prayed  judgment  on  the  de- 
fendants. 

Both  defendants  were  brought  up  from  the  King's 
Bench  Prison,  where  they  were  confined,  in  execution 
of  a  previous  sentence  for  a  similar  oiFence,  whereby 
they  had  been  adjudged  to  pay  a  fine  of  1000/. 
each,   and  to  be  confined  for  twelve  months. 

When  the  defendants  were  before  brought  up,  they 
obtained  leave  to  answer  certain  matters  stated  in  the 
affidavit  of  the  prosecutor,  im[K>rting,  first,  tliat  they 
still  had  an  interest  in  other  gaming-houses  at  the 
west-end  of  the  town  ;  and  second,  that  since  their 
confinement  they  had  carried  on  their  illicit  practices, 
and  iiad  opened  a  common  gaming-room  in  the  King*8 
Bench  Prison.  The  prosecutors  in  the  other  cases 
were  |)crsons  named  Richard  Carlos  and  William 
Smith  respectively. 

The  defendants  now  put  in  affidavits,  in  which  they 
severally  denied  in  the  most  solemn  manner— first, 
that  since  these  prosecutions  had  conimenced  they 
had  any  thing  to  do,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  wim 
any  gaming-house  whatever ;  and,  secondly,  that  thqr 
had  opened  any  gaming-room,  or  had  any  thing  to  do 
with  gaming  since  their  confinement  in  the  King's 
Bench  Prison.  They  stated,  that  the  assertions  thus 
made  by  the  prosecutor,  arose  from  malicious  motives, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  prejudice  against  them 
in  the  minds  of  the  Court.  The  affidavits  furthte 
stated  that  the  prosecutor,  at  the  peribd  when  he  fre- 
quented their  houses,  was  a  person  in  indigent  circum- 
stances, and  had  not  the  money  to  lose  which  he 
asserted  he  had  lost. 

Both  represented  themselves  to  be  men  with 
Idrgb  families,  wholly  depending  on  theni-iiMr  support ; 
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^M^  diead.  {HPOsecutiaiM  had  ivfadly/  nkiad'tbeni  wd 
^t  they  were  both  ia  ui  ill  state  of  heiMi*>  Tba 
defendant  Oklfield  stated  that  »iiee  he  was  fint 
Indtctedy  be  bad  comoQeaced  the  basilicas  of  a  wine 
aierchaoti  and  was.  now  endetfrniiriog^  by  hqnest 
ladostfy,  to  obtain  ao  honourable  livelihood  far  himBetf 
and  numeroos  femily  of  young  children  ;  and  4hat  fail 
|iBsifiess>  wbicbrequired  his  personal  Mperinteodettoe, 
panid.  Ije  ruioed,  i£  he  was  8i>b|eetecl'>4Qf.itirllMt 
]fP|)risQnnient; '  H»/.fuftber  stated  that,  fiwki  .Ilia 
iMnoer  in  which  he  had  been  brought  upii  or  iotboeyi 
ha  was  not  aware  of  the  pemicioiis  ieiideMy<of  Ibe 
appe  of  wUch  he  had  i}een  conviotad.  Other  elfifr 
dfifits  wese  .put  m  by  OldBeld,  from  respeotable  irjue 
qierchaolsy. Gonfinning  •  the  statement' th^jt  |fe«  mn 
aurying.  <m  the  bnsiness  of  a  wine.  noencbaM  ina 
9l»ditaUe  way.  w.      /  •    .«i 

.fwlA^onec  (tf  ibe  eases  against  the  defeiMhuils,«a  vetriiM 
9£suilty  waa  reeorded-by  consentratulfm aootberihef 
)HLd  suffered  jadgnieDt  to  go  by  defeult^-  1 

.•  Affidavits  were  also  put  in  •  on  the  part  of  the 
prosecution. 

..  Mr.  Adolpuus  addressed  the  Court  on  behalf  of 
the  defendants,  in  mitigation  of  punishment,  and 
urg^,  that  although  the  Court  had  a  public  duty  to 
discharge,  yet  it  was  impossible  to  be  blind  to  the 
motives  of  the  persons  by  whom  tlie  prosecutioaa 
were  instituted.  These  prosecutions  were  influenced; 
no  doubt,  by  selfish  and  vindictive  feelings,  and  noi 
£rom  any  regard  to  public  morals*  The  defendants 
were  already  suffering  under  a  very  heairy  sentence; 
and  the  Court  would  recollect,  that  the  offences  for 
Whi^  they  were  now  to  receive  judgment,  weee  noC 
QOmmitteii  since  that  for  which  tliey  were  at  paeseot 
in  confinement  AU  that  public?  cxamfde  could  effisefe 
by  these  prosecutions,  had  already  been  attipined^  mod 
any  further  punishment  would  only  crash  the  defend- 
ants, whowtte  aheady  bowed  down,  in  beaMi  and 
woildly.Bi|»piia  Iqr  tbesentoKe  tfangr,  waie  now  aofioPr 


ing,  and  drive  them  again  to  unlawful  pursuits  to  gain 
a  livelihood. 

The  Attorney-General,  Mr.  Gurnev,  and 
Mr.  RoTCH,  severally  addressed  the  Court  in  eadiof 
the  cases  in  aggravation  of  punishment,  and  urged  tfae 
necessity  of  punisliing  \vith  severity  an  ofteoce  so  dan- 
gerous  to  society.  The  defendants  complaiDed  of  loss 
of  health,  of  ruin  in  their  efTakSy  and  urged  these  u 
topics  of  niitigation ;  but  it  ivas  not  to  be  forgottoi 
that  these  were  the  inevitable  consequences  of  their 
lawless  lives.  By  their  means  the  youth  of  the 
country  had  been  entrapped  by  hundreds  froai  the 
paths  of  virtue  and  brought  to  ruin,  by  indulging  in« 
vice  the  most  destructive  to  the  morals  of  society. 
Nothing  was  more  difficult  than  to  bring  such  persons 
to  justice,  and  it  was  their  bounden  duty  to  visit  the 
offence  with  the  utmost  severity,  in  fit  and  proper 
cases.  This  was  a  case  of  that  description,  and  the 
Court  could  not  but  mark  its  sense  of  the  crime  inl* 
puted  to  the  defendants,  by  u  sentence  which  wooU 
check  the  vicious  career  of  persons  following  their 
profligate  habits  of  life.  ^ 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley,  in  an  impressive  address  to 
the  defendants,  pronounced  thejudgmentof  the  Court. 
In  one  of  the  cases  the  Court  forbore  passing  any 
sentence,  in  as  much  as  the  offence  alleged  was  cobo- 
nutted  within  a  few  days  after  that  for  which  they 
were  now  suffering. 

For  tlie  offence  of  which  Old  field  had  been  alone 
cotivicted,  the  sentence  was  that  he  should  pay  a  fine 
of  500/.  For  the  next  offence  of  which  tliey  had 
been  both  convicted,  Oldfield  was  sentenced  to  pay  % 
fbe  of  1500/.,  and  Bennett  a  fine  of  2000/. ;  and  for 
the  third  they  were  sentenced  to  pay  each  a  further 
fine  of  1500/.,  and  each  to  give  security  for  his  goo^l 
behaviour  for  five  years,  themselves  in  10,000/.  and 
two  sureties  in  2000/.  each,  and  be  imprisoned  uutjli 
the  finds  were  paid>  and  ibe  securities  found.  jr. . 


JUDGMENT  o»  JOHN  V'lEUEkBlkl  ><u 

JIte  Atnavst  u  GBNftftAL  moved*  far  jaBg^mk 
iMpon  John  -fidder^ :  coonctediofi  keeping  an  sniawM 
gAinihg-boiiee. .  ^'i  >  - '  ■.'?.■  ■':j:--  ««ii'  .'■•."  .;-;»,  i'';»m 
-yivlrhc  LoBiD  CJbIk  riJiiRic&fiikl^L  that  in  bu^-hed 
-llsea  tded  befomrhiai.  ■ ;  It^wras  in  cndietideDt^fwdiift , 
Jbe  defendant  Jortkeepii^  aa^nniatwfiit-yHnngimina*. 

iSlie  finfcLCOuntJMttiDg'jfiKtfa'  drntdleiifttU  4i^^ 

mimte  in  the  padsb.tt  3t.  JameSi  iiWnrtnuaillBfviNk 

the  evidence  proving. the  parish  to  be  differentlf  dM- 

«Aad,  ^e  de&ndaiii  was  acquitted  upon  tbacfik^itlimt 

dndrafterwafida  convkted  on  the  senond^Maml/  imtikA 

dttetriy /ciMtfged  I  ihim  with  .keeping  ^aadMnandtHmig 

imsfa  Aihopse^  ApttdeacriiHng  it8.pa0Oiehiabittite..iKA!i 

liintaft^if  judgment  wasiOiovediiDrithci  farttecxmiiMteii 

.  and  die  question  now  was.  was  the  second  OMoblHtf- 

fiiksMy  hid,  widaraft  the  paiwhial  mnmatik^     as 

;fleimuBktain^aoonviction  had-tfaeeecipbni'jq''.  oA}  rnds 

iL  The.  JtTTOitHEY  GxKBRAiiwas  hfiandinfl»fil||idit«f 

the  convictioD.     He  said  be  was  aware  of  tbe*dictiii|i 

of  Mr.  Justice  Buller,  that  a  precise  local  description 

of  the  place,  where  the  offence  H:as  aliq^  U>  havp 

been  committed,  ought  to  be  giwn,  but'  bo  was  aiso 

prepared  to  contend,  that  upon  the  fair  analogy  of 

rOther  cases,  it  was  unnecessary  to  insert  in  the  indict 

ment  the  local  situation  of  tlie  house  wliere  the  {Qamoig 

was  carried  on,  provided  that  house  was  within  the 

4own.     Was  it  imperative,  he  would  ask,  in  prosecih 

tions  for  keepiug  a  brothel,  that  the  exact  beality 

should  be  expressed  ?    It  was  quite  clear  that  the 

place  must  be  specifically  described  in  an  action  finr 

trespass ;  so  again  it  must  in  charges  for  stealing  in  a 

idweliins-hause  under  the  value  of  40«. 

Mr.  LiTTLEDALE  said,  that  he  was  with  the  Attor- 
ney-General in  support  of  the  convictiAi.  In  all 
these  ciases,  where  the  local  description  was  neces- 
sary, it  was  on  account  of  the  infringement  upon  the 
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rights  of  things.  He  was  prepared  to  contend,  that 
the  lon^r  description  was  no  more  a  necessary  ingre- 
dient in  indictments  than  in  civil  actions ;  and  then^ 
for  the  reason  lie  had  already  given,  namely,  the  in- 
fringenient  upon  things.  In  charges  of  assault,  of 
murder,  libels,  ^^c.  the  same  rule  held. 

Mr.  Justice  Batley.  But  those  are  transitory 
offences,  which  may  happen  any  where.  The  ques- 
tion here  is, — ^is  this  alleged  to  be  a  local  offence^ 
which  requires  a  local  habitation?  The  charge  is  for 
keeping  a  common  gaming  ^*  room/'  not,  I  believe,  ft 
bouse. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  The  defendant  can- 
not have  judgment,  unless  you  satisfy  the  court  upon 
these  two  points.  First,  would  the  indictment  be 
good,  without  the  statement  of  the> place;  and  is  it 
not  a  fact,,  that  this  indictment  docs  not  contain  such 
statement?  - 

Mr.  LiTTLBDALE  iusistcd  that  tlie  rule  of  law  was, 
that  the  specific  description  of  place  was  not  necessary, 
ttntti  they  came  to  a  local  action.  The  question  at 
present  was,  was  this  the  kind  of  local  action  that  re- 
-quired  such  a  description?  Was  it  necessary,  after 
proof  of  the  gaming  in  a  certain  room,  to  describe  the 
actual  locality  of  the  place  ? 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  Is  there  not  anothqr 
indictment  against  the  same  person,  which  is  free  from 
all  objection^  and  on  which  he  has  been  found  guilty! 
Why  not  proceed  to  judgment  upon  that,  and  wave 
the  present  argument? 

Mr.  Adolphus,  who  was  for  the  defendant,  ad- 
mitted that  there  was  another  indictment,  but  he  sub- 
mitted whether  it  ought  now  to  be  passed,  after  rek 
maining  inoperative  so  long  as  seven  years  ! 

Mr.  Justice  Batley.  But  whose  fault  was  it 
that  it  rested  so  long  } 

Mr.  Adolphus  replied,  that  it  was  difficult  to  say 
where  the  fault  lay,  there  had  been  so  much  corrup- 
tion oa  the  part  of  the  prosecutors. 
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Mr.  LiTTLEDALE  lesucncd  his  arguiBent,  (and  wi6 
interrupted  by — ^^Mr.  Justice  Best,  who  said,  *^  Sap- 
fose  the  indictment  had  been  to  cause  divers  people 
to  coQietogetlier,  and  game  and  play,  M'ithoat  naming 
any  room,  or  any  house ;  would  that  be  an  indictable 
often  ce? 

Mc.  Littledale  replied,  that  an  indictment  might  be 
floframed,  as.to  embrace  such  a  case.  Gaming  pap- 
ito  carried  on  in  tiie  open  air  at  fairs,  by  persons 
moving  about  with  £  O  tables,  and  such  tilings^  weie 
panisbable. 

Mr.  Raine  said,  that  the  offence  vi-as  not  in  the 
local  description,  but  in  the  gaming.  That  |[mu:tice 
might  be  carried  on  in  a  room,  which  was  so  con- 
struct^ as  to  be  moveable.  That  was,  be  under- 
stood, now  commonly  practised,  and  was  it  nacessaiy 
to  follow  the  same  parties  with  successive,  indictmeoti^ 
while  they  moved  from  parish  to  parish  I 

Mr.  Adolpiius  was  then  heard  for  the  defendant, 
in  arrest  of  judgment ;  and  he  contended  tlmt  the 
local  description  was  an  essential  and  indispensable 
ingredient,  which  could  not  be  omitted.  There  was 
the  precedent  of  Mr.  Justice  Buller's  opinion,  in  &- 
vour  of  ills  view  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Chittv  supported  tlic  motion  in  arrest  of 
judgment. 

After  i^ouie  further  arguments,  which  consisted  of 
mutual  repetitions  of  wliat  l)ad  been  already  said  by 
the  counsel,  on  the  subject  of  the  arrest  of  judg* 
ment, 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said,  **  We  shall  take 
time  to  consider  the  objection.  Move,  Mr.  Attorney 
Geneiul,  upon  the  other  indictment." 

The  Attobwev  Gexeual:  Then,  My  Lord,  I 
move  the  judgment  of  the  Court  upon  the  same  de- 
fendant for  a  former  conviction. 

Mr.  Justice  Uavlev  read  his  notes  of  the  trial. 
The  indictment  was  brought  in  the  Easter  Term  of 
tlie  57th  year  of  the  late  king  (1817).     It  charged 


the  defendant  with  causing  divers  persons  to  assemble 
on  the  29th  iMarch  of  the  same  year,  at  a  certaia 
c6mmon  gaming-house,  for  the  purpose  of  playing  di- 
vers unlawful  games,  called  Hazard,  Rouge  et  Noir^ 

&C.&C. 

The  evidence  consisted  of  proof  that  Fielder  offi- 
ciated  as  a  partner  at  the  house,  No.  9,  Bennet- 
street,  St.  Janies's-street,  and  that  upon  a  computa- 
lioQ,  ten  thousand  pounds  used  to  be  staked  at  play 
every  night.  The  place  used  to  be  crowded,  particu* 
larly  on  opera  nights,  and  men  of  rank  as  well  as  idle 
young  men  about  the  town,  were  in  the  habit  of  play- 
ing at  a  variety  of  unlawful  games, 

Mr.  Adolphus  said  that  he  was  really  unprepared 
at  the  moment  to  state  the  objections  which  ho  had  to 
this  conviction,  as  seven  years  had  elapsed  since  it  took 
place. 

After  some  conversation  between  the  Court  and  the 
Attorney-General,  judgment  upon  Fielder  was  post- 
poned to  give  Mn  Adolphus  time  to  consider  the  case. 
The  defendant  to  stand-  committed  to  the  King's 
Bench  Prison  in  the  mean  time. 

On  the  appointed  day,  the  Attorney  General  prayed 
the  judgment  of  the  Court  upon  Fielder. 

On  the  part  of  the  defendant  affidavits  of  medical 
men  were  read,  which  stated  that  his  health  was  so 
much  impaired  as  to  render  exercise  and  frequent 
change  of  air  peculiarly  requisite.  Mr.  Adolphus 
addressed  the  Court  in  mitigation  of  punishment. 

The  Attorney  General,  for  the  prosecution, 
observed,  that  no  doubt  could  exist  that  the  defendant 
had,  by  collusion  with  the  prosecutor,  deferred  sen- 
tence till  the  present  period.  It  appeared  also  that 
by  his  own  affidavit,  that  after  the  first  prosecu- 
tion, he  continued  for  five  years  to  carry  on  the  same 
lucrative  but  most  mischievous  trade  until  he  was  a  se- 
cond time  convicted.  He  did  not  ask  for  a  severer 
puni^ment  than  the  circumstances  warranted,  but 
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for  such  a  sentence  as  would  check  a  practice  pro- 
ductive of  much  misery. 

The  defendant  begged,  as  allusions  had  been  made 
to  the  second  conviction,  that  an  affidavit  of  himself 
and  a  man  named  Cousins  might  be  read,  from  which 
it  would  appear  diat  he  was  entirely  innocent  of  the 
charge. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  replied,  that  a  com- 
pliance with  this  request  was  not  agreeable  to  the 
practice  of  tlie  Court,  nor  was  it  necessary  to  the 
interests  of  the  defendant,  as  nothing  could  t>e  consi- 
dered but  the  prosecution  now  before  the  Court. 

The  Judges  consulted  for  some  time,  after  which, 
Mr.  Justice  fiayley  proceeded  to  pass  sentence,  which, 
after  expatiating  on  the  evils  of  gaming,  and  on  the 
probable  means  adopted  by  the  defendant  W  avert  the 
consequences  of  his  conviction,  he  declared  to  be,  that 
he  should  be  imprisoned  in  Newgate  for  one  month, 
pay  a  line  of  Three  Thousand  Pounds,  and  find  secu- 
rity for  good  behaviour  for  five  years,  himself  in  Five 
Thousand  pomtds,  and  two  sureties  in  Two  Thousand 
Pounds  each. 

This  sentence  is  on  the  conviction  which  took  place 
in  1817 ;  the  subsequent  conviction  being  still  un- 
decided on  the  point  of  law,  and  the  defendant  of 
course  liable  to  be  brought  up  for  judgment  whenever 
that  point  shall  be  decided. 
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APPENDIX. 


DESTINY  OP  JOSEPH  HUNT. 

IIuNT»a^oiir  foadcrs  will  recoHcot,  vp^9  sentenced  to 
death  at  tlie  same  time  as  Thmtell,  but  no  day  wis 
named  on  which  the  senteace  was  to  be  carried  into 
.effect.  The  .geoerai  impression  was  that  the  sen- 
tence of  death  would  ultimately  be  commuted  to 
traasportation  for  isfe ;  but  no  official  intimation  of 
any  such  inteBtion  was  at  tiiat  time  given,  unless  the 
intiittation  of  the  Judge,  that  the  reasons  urged  Ity 
Hunt  against  ids  receiving  seatenee,  might  be  mate 
the  ground  of  a^^lioation  to  the  sovereign  for  mercy, 
can  be  understood  ns  conveying  such  intimatioD. 

The  High-Sheriff  of  Hertford,  in  the  regohur  coaffe 
of  his  duty,  .had  »amed  a  day,  iipon  the  prineiple 
acted  upont)n  such  occasions,  within  fourteen  dajps 
-from  the  day  of  sentence,  on  which  the  execution 
should  take  place,  unless^  the-eourse  of  jnstiee  should 
be  arrested  by  the  intervention  of  the-Royal  mercy. 

During  4his  period,  and  under  the  expectation  of 
-being  called  out  to  undergO'the  awM  sentence  of  the 
law.  Hunt  remained  in  tiie  most  distressed  and  discon- 
solate state  imaginable.  The  day  finally  fiisred  fbr 
the  execntion  a^iproaohed)  and  no  respite  having  ar* 
rived,  the  Sheriff  repaired  to  iMomlon,  to  inquire  at 
the  Secretary  of  State's  Ofliee  what  determination 
had  taken  place  as  to  tlie  fate  of  Hunt,  when  he  was 

3  p 
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informed  that  a  respite  of  tlie  execution  for  one  Week 
had  that  day  been  forwarded  to  Hertford. 

This  respite  was  in  a  few  days  after  followed  by 
a  commutation  of  the  sentence  of  death,  to  trans- 
portation for  life,  on  condition  tliat  the  convict 
should  fully  and  truly  disclose  all  he  knew  of  the  se- 
crets and  intended  crimes  of  his  late  associates ;  a 
condition  which  was  gladly  accepted,  and  his  con- 
fessions, such  as  they  were,  lodged  in  the  Secretary 
of  State's  Office. 

On  the  appointed  day  Hunt  was  conveyed  in  a 
post-chaise  from  Hertford  to  Woolwich,  and  deK- 
vered  into  the  charge  of  the  Superintendent  of  Con- 
victs  at  that  station.  He  was  aflerward««,  prepara*^ 
tory  to  his  being  sent  on  his  final  destination,  taken 
on  board  the  Jostitia  receiving  hulk,  where  he  wts 
received  with  a  mixture  of  curiosity  and  contempt  by 
tlie  assembled  convicts. 

Tmmediatcly  on  his  Arrival  on  board  the  hulk»  be 
was  stripped,  and  placed  in  a  large  tub,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  \vell*washed  and  cleansed,  n  castom 
universally  practised  on  these  occasions.  Tlic  cei^ 
inony  gave  him  the  greatest  surprise  and  uneasiness, 
which  were  by  no  means  diminished  when  the  ope- 
rators proceeded  to  shave  his  head,  and  tlms  deprive 
him  of  the  fine  flowing  locks  and  curling  whiskers 
upon  which  he  had  been  wont  so  gieatly  to  pride  him» 
«elf.  Hut  when,  in  addition  to  all  these  marks  of  de- 
gradation, he  was  refused  permission  to  dress  himself 
in  his  own  clothes,  instead  of  which  the  coarse  con- 
vict uniform  was  given  him,  with  the  usual  accom- 
paniment of  a  coarse  woollen  cap,  he  seemed  totally 
overpowered  by  the  sense  of  his  situation,  and  quite 
broken  down  in  heart  and  spirits. 

Any  confessions  which  he  may  have  made  in  com- 
pliance witii  the  conditions  on  which  the  pardon  was 
gpajitetl,  will  not  of  course  meet  the  public  eye.  But 
after  it  had  been  determined  to  accept  of  Probert  as 
a  witness  for  the  Crown,  and  to  put  Hunt  on  his  trial 
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6n  ttie  capital  charge,  he  made  a  confession  to  his 
Solicitor,  wnicn  nas  since  oeen  puoiisneu,  and  is 
altogetlier  so  replete  with  interest,  and  so  strongly 
iUustrativc  of  the  principles  and  actions  of  his  late 
colleagues,  that  we  hefe  insert  it  at  length. 


HUNTS  CONFESSION  PREVIOUS  TO  HIS 

TRIAL. 

As  the  issue  of  the  present  prosecution  is  extremely 
uncertain,  and  as  ttie  consequences  to  nie  are  very 
Kkcly  to  terminate  fatally,  I  feel  it  a  duty  which  I 
owe  to  society  to  make  a  full  and  true  confession  of 
all  tlie  circumstances  attending  the  melancholy  death 
of  Mr.  Weare,  and  also  of  my  acquaintance  with» 
and  knowledge  of,  the  parties  implicated  in  his  mur- 
der. I  am  anxious  to  perform  this  duty  previous  to 
the  termination  of  the  trial,  in  order  that  if  I  should 
be  doomed  to  suffer,  my  mind  after  conviction,  mtyr 
be  composed,  and  that  I  may  not  be  interrupted  by 
any  importunity  or  applications  for  confessions,  or 
other  worldly  considerations,  but  that  I  may  be  able 
to  employ  the  wholQ  time  allowed  me  in  this  world  to 
my  devotions,  and  my  endeavours  to  make  atonement 
*o  the  Almighty  for  my  crime.  I  do,  tlicrefore,  now 
make  tliis  true  and  honest  c9nfcssion,  and  desire  tliat 
it  may  be  considered  as  my  solemn  dying  declaration. 
.  About  three  years  ago,  when  I  kept  the  Army  and 
Navy  Coffee-Hou9e»  in  St.  Martin  s-lane,  I  (irst  be- 
eanie  acquainted  with  William  Probert;  I  had  seea 
hini  before  in  company  with  Mr.  Noyes,  his  brother- 
in-law,  at  the  house  of  my  wife's  sister,  Mrs.  Mouik> 
tain  ;  but  I  did  not  then  know  who  he  was.  While 
I  was  keeping  the  Army  and  Navy  Coflfee-House^ 
Mr.  Noyes  called  ob  oie  several  times  to  solicit  my 
custom  for  winei  and  I  was  at  last  induced  to  give 
him  an  order  for  Po^t  and  Sherry  to  the  amount  of 

3  p  2 
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ten  or  twelve  pound j.  A  few  days  after  this  order 
was  executed,  Noyes  brought  Probert  to  my  house^ 
and  introduced  him  to  me  as  his  wife's  brother.  Af-* 
ter  behig  three  months  in  business,  I  found  the  house 
did  not  answer  my  expectations ;  the  rent  and  taxes 
were  so  high,  that  I  was  unable  to  pay  my  way,  and 
keep  up  my  credit ;  and  besides,  I  had  given  a  War- 
rant of  Attorney  to  Richard  Thomas,  from  whom  I  > 
had  taken  the  house,  for  nearly  eight  hundred  pounds, 
to  be  paid  by  monthly  instalments.  These  payments 
not  being  kept  up,  the  Warrant  of  Attorney  was  put 
in  force,  and  I  was  obliged  to  surrender  to  the  Fleet- 
prison,  where  I  was  confined  for  seven  montlis,  and, 
then  took  the  benefit  of  the  Insolvent  Act.  ' 

When  I  got  ray  liberty,  I  went  to  reside  at  Pad-' 
dington,  near  my  mother's,  and  on  the  scanty  assist- 
ance she  could  afford  me  I  was  obliged  to  depend  for 
my  subsistence.  About  six  months  after  this,  I  re- 
moved to  Lambetli,  and  set  up  the  business  of  i 
btackirig-mhker ;  and  while  there  I  frequertted  a  pub- 
lic-house near  the  Horse  Guards,  called  the  SattHng 
House,  kept  by  one  Mr.  Childs,  where  I  oft<*n  met 
with  'VV^illiam  Probert  and  Thomas  Noyes.  Probert 
always  treated  me  with  great  kindness,  and  used  to 
observe  how  happy  he  should  f)e  if  I  could  again 
get  into  the  public  line,  so  tliat  he  could  aftbrd  mc 
•ome  assistance. 

On  the  day  that  Thomas  Tliurtell's  trial  took  place 
against  the  fire  Ofiice,  I  called  by  chance  at  the 
sign  of  the  Mitre  and  Dove,  the  corner  of  King- 
street,  Westminster,  kept  by  William  Hall,  whom  f 
well  knew ;  while  I  was  there  a  gentleman;  who  said 
his  name  was  Leach,  entered  into  conversation  with 
me,  and  said  that,  although  he  was  unknown  to  me,  he 
had  often  been  in  my  company  and  heard  me  sing  a 
very  excellent  song.  During  our  conversation,  a 
Mr.  Ensor,  whom  I  had  seen  at  Mr.  Bent's,  a  pub- 
lican, at  Stangate,  one  of  whose  daughters  he  w:is 
paying  his  addresses  to,  came  in,  and  said  to  Leach — 
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*'  It  is  time  for  us  ta  go  into  Court ;"  and  after  ask« 
ing  tne  how  I  was,  he  said  they  w^re  subpccned  on 
the  trial  of  a  friend  of  theirs,  named  Thurtell,  who 
kei>t  the  sign  of  the  Cock,  in  the  Haymurket,  and. 
if  I  was  not  engaged,  I  might  as  well  go  into  Court 
with  them,  and  join  tlieir  party  at  the  dinner,  which 
was  provided  after  the  trial  was  over.  1  accepted 
the  invitation  ;  and,  a  verdict  being  given  for  Tliur- 
tell,  all  the  party,  very  much  delighted,  proceeded  to 
the  Cock,  in  the  Haymarket,  to  dine.  While  we 
were  at  dinner,  Probert  entered  the  room^  and  taking 
a  seat  next  to  me,  shook  me  by  the  hand,  and  cx« 
pressed  his  surprise  at  seeing  me  tliere,  as  well  as  the 
pleasure  he  should  have  in  hearing  mo  sing.  I  stopped 
till  eleven  o'clock,  and  then  went  away  without 
taking  leave  of  the  party. 

lit  about  a  week  after  I  met  Probert  accidentally 
at  the  west-end  of  the  town,  and  he  introduced  me  to 
Tetsair^,  where,  by  his  request,  I  sung  several  songs ; 
and  at  parting,  he  invited  me  to  meet  him  the  next 
morning  at  the  Cock,  saying,  he  could  be  of  service 
to  me.  I  went  accordingly,  was  introduced  by  Pro- 
bert to  John  and  Hiomas  Thurtell,  and  stopped  to 
dine  with  them,  but  nothing  particular  passed.  As 
Probert  omitted  to  explain  in  what  way  he  could  serve 
me,  I  went  the  next  day  to  the  Cock,  and  was  in- 
vited up  stairs  by  John  Hiurtell,  where  I  found  Pro- 
bert ;  and  they  pressed  me  to  dine  with  tliem,  which  I 
did ;  and  afterwards  Probert  asked  me  to  walk  over 
the  water  with  him,  saying  he  wf^nted  to  speak  to  me 
on  particular  business.  I  agreed  to  go  with  him, 
and  on  our  way,  Probert  said  to  me — "  Hunt,  I  will 
tell  you  something  in  confidence,  but  I  beg  of  you 
never  to  divulti^e  it,-  as  I  am  the  only  person  Thurtell 
has  made  acquainted  with  what  I  am  about  to  tell 
you."  I  promised  secrecy ;  and  he  then  said,  *•  You 
know  Thurtell  has  obtained  a  verdict  against  the 
County  Fire  Office,  for  nearly  two  tliousand  pounds, 
and  as  tliat  verdict  will  make  his  own  and  his  bro- 
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thcr'8  credit  stand  well,  tb^  intend  to  ayail  themsebres 
of  it,  to  get  whatever  goods  they  can  with  accept* 
ances,  then  sell  them,  and  put  the  money  into  their 
pockets,  together  with  the  money  from  the  Fire 
Office.  Thomas  Thurtell  will  Uieo  bocome  a  banb 
rupt,  and  work  his  way  through  tfie  CommiBsiou  as 
well  as  he  can.  Nqw  if  you  will  consent  to  take 
some  of  their  acceptances,  go  with  them  to  different 
tradespeople,  and  purchase  articles  Car  the  Thurtells^ 
you  shall  be  allowed  so  much  in  the  pound  fw  all  the 
goods  you  C4in  obtain."  I  told  Probert  that  I  wouM 
do  what  they  desired,  but  that  I  did  not  much  under* 
stand  the  business. 

From  this  time  I  became  a  very  frequent  visitor  irt 
Thurtell  8  ;  Probert  and  Noyes  .were  almost  coft* 
stantly  tliere,  and  no  charge  was  made  for  wbatevcr 
I  had  to  eat  or  drink.  In  about  a  fortnight,  after 
Probert  first  mentioned  Tlmrteirs  aflfair«  to  nie,  be. 
called  me  into  a  private  room  to  Thomas  Thurtell; 
told  him  he  had  made  n>e  acquainted  with  what  waft 
intended,  and  that  as  he  had  known  me  for  some  time> 
Thurtell  need  be  under  no  npprehension  of  danger. 
Thomas  Thurtell  then  said — **  Hunt,  I  will  satisfy 
you  for  any  goods  you  send  here,  and  for  which  my 
bill  is  taken  ;  and  if  you  can  get  my  acceptance  dis* 
counted,  you  shall  have  a  share/*  This  occurred 
about  the  beginning  of  September,  and  both  of  them* 
said  tliat  no  time  was  then  to  be  lost  in  getting  what-* 
ever  they  coiiUl,  as  he,  Thurtell,  would  have  to  go. 
into  the  Gazette  soon  after  the  November  term  com*< 
menced.  Another  fortnight  elapsed  without  any 
thing  being  done,  and  then  Probert  said — **  Hunt 
your  appearance  is  very  shabby,  I  will  get  Thurtell 
to  give  yon  his  acceptance  payable  at  bis  banker's,  in 
Pall  Mall,  where  he  keeps  an  account,  and  no  tailor 
will  refuse  to  take  such  a  hill  for  a  suit  of  clothes.'* 
He  afterwards  gave  me  a  bill  for  ten  guineas,  and  I 
tried  it  at  several  plact^,  but  could  not  succeed,  and 
I  returned  it  again  to  Thuitell. 
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By  Thomas  ThurteH's  desire,  I  onlered  some  ex- 
pensiTe  artrcles  at  Dare  and  Slark's,  in  Cockspur- 
street,  which  were  sent  according  to  the  order. 
There  was  about  this  time  to  be  a  great  dinner  at  the 
Cock :  and  abont  ten  days  before  the  diimer,  John 
Tburtell  went  to  Probert's  cottage  on  a  shooting- 
party  for  a  few  days,  to  shoot  on  the  grounds  of 
Major  Woods ;  he  returned  the  day  before  the  dinner, 
and  at  tlie  dinner  he  took  the  deputy  chair.  On  the 
same  day  that  J.  Thurtcll  returned  from  the  cottage,  he 
told  tne  that  he  had  become  desperately  in  love  with 
Miss  Caroline  Noyes,  the  sister  of  Probert's  wife ; 
but  that  she  had  promised  her  hand  to  a  man  named 
Wood ;  he  said,  however,  that  he  did  not  care  for 
that,  be  would  continue  his  visits,  and  endeavour  to 
SDppYanthim;  and,  I  understood  from  him  that  he  fre- 
quently went  to  the  cottage,  until  one  Saturday  when 
be  was  going  d6wn  there,  he  met  Mr.  Wood  and  Miss 
Noyes  coming  to  town  in  company  together.  This 
very  miich  vexed  and  mortified  him,  and  he  tiien 
commenced  writing  letters  to  her,  which  were  cither 
unnoticed  or  retamed  under  cover ;  this  only  served 
to  irritate  him  still  more,  and  he  inveighed  most  bit- 
terly  against  Wood ;  Probert  also  joined  in  the  abuse 
of  Wood,  and  said — ^*  You  know,  John,  I  hate  the 
fellow,  and  there  is  no  man  of  my  acquaintance  that 
I  should  like  to  have  the  girl  but  yourself/'  Thurtell 
aaid  no  man  in  this  world  should  ever  stand  between 
him  and  his  happiness,  if  he  lost  his  own  life  in 
the  cause ;  aifid  that  lie  should  go  to  Norwich  the 
th^n  next  w^k,  and  get  liis  friend  Har|>er  to  lend 
Him  his  air-gun  to  settle  some  of  the  gidnttemeh  who 
Hfid  ill-used  him.  He  said  there  were  three  or  four  on 
the  list,  bnt  W^od  stood  first,  because  he  Was  in'  the' 
vTay  of  his  happiness.  I  understood  from  Probert 
sbd  John  Thurtell  tliat  Miss  Noyes  was  entkied  to 
some  money  on  her  man*iage,  and  that  if  she  matrried 
J^  Thurtell  he  and  Probert  were  to  go  into  business 
together.     J.  Thurtell  went  to  Norwich  at  about  the 
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time  the  intlictinent  was  preferred  against  him  and 
others  for  the  conspiracy,  and  he  was  absent  two 
daySi  I  met  him  in  Fleet-street  the  same  niglit  he 
returned,  witli  the  air-gun  under  his  arm. 

John  Thurtell  had  written  a  letter  from  Norwich, 
addressed  to  :me  at  Mrs.  Mountain's,  wherein  hfe 
-informed  me,  that  be  had  ^t  every  tiring  he  wanted, 
that  all  was  right;  and  desired  me  to  meet  him  it 
•nine  o^clock  on  Saturday  evening  at  Temple-bar,  at 
the  comer  of  Shire-Iaiie.  I  waa  a  quarter  or  half  an 
hour  beyond  my  time,  and  fiomid  him  waiting ;  be 
showed  me  the  air-gun  and  a  doidile-baffreUed  piatol, 
the  latter  he  said  would  be*  of  no  use  to  him,  as  It 
would  make  too  loud  a  report  It  was  Alarge^iaed 
pistol,  and  baa  the  name  of  Mr«  Harper  upon  it.  We 
wrent  to  Mra.  Mountaia'a,  and  after  ticking  komottiing 
to  drink,  I  left  him.  The  next  week  be  'gave  me 
tile  pistol,  which  I  pawned  at  Cottercira  in  Sboti- 
lane  for  &.,.and  it  is  bow  there,  either  in.the'  name  of 
Jones  or  Hunt 

The  ensuing  week  •the  plan  :of  shooting  Mr.  W-ood, 
in  CastleHitreet,  was  determined  upon  as  follows  :«^ 
Wood,  Probert,and  Noyeshad  lodging  in  (he  same 
house  together,  at  No.  35  or  3G,  Castle-street,  Lei- 
'  cester-square,  and  it  was  agreed  that  some  night 
when  Noyes  was  down  at  Probert*s  cottage,  PpoI^ 
was  to  go  home  early  at  night,  and  keep  the'landlady 
and  her  daughter  drinking  below  stairs  after  Wood 
was  gone  to  bed ;- and  when  he  was  supposed  to  he 
asleep,  John  Thurtell,  disguised,  in  a  boat-dook,  «*« 
to  enter  the  house  by -means  of  Probert*s  key -of  the 
street  door,  prooeed  to  Wood*a  room,  and  •slioot  Imh 
through  the  heart  with  the  uir>gun.  He  was  then  to 
place  a  small  pistol  that  had  been  discharged,  in 
Wood's  right  hand,  .^o  that  it  miglit  appear  as  if  be 
had  shot  himself,  and  he  was  quietly  to  leavo  the 
house,  and  sleep  in  the  city.  Probert  was  afterwards 
to  have  gone  up  stairs,  and  found  Wood  in  this  situa- 
tion, and  given  the  alaim,  or  the  landlady  was  to 
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JiaVQ  found  him  dead  the  next  morning.     An  inquest 
.would  of  course  be  held  on  the  body,  and  it  was  to  he 
made  a|xpcar,  that  in  a  fit  of  insanity  or  despondency, 
he  had  shot  himself.  .  Probert  said  he  would  attend 
before  the  inquest,  and  swear  that  Wood  was  much 
embarrassed  in  his  circumstanees,  and  depressed  in 
hift spirits,  and  that  was  the  reason. he  had  no  doobt 
•why  he  had  destroyed  himself.    John  Thurtell  asked 
jtib  man,  named  Woolf,  who  keeps  a  sale  shop,  and  who 
tWdSrin  the  habit  of  using  his  brother's  house,  the  priee 
^af  a  boat*cloak  for  the  purpose,  but  I  do  not  know 
„ whether  he' bought  one  or  not.     The  reason  why  this 
jplan  was  not  carried  into  effect  at  once  was,  that  the 
fair-guQi  was  found  to  be  .out  of  repair,  and  it  was  sent 
to:  a  gunsmitli's  in  Sherrard-street  to  have  a  new 
:Valve.    Thurtell  told  tlie  gunmaker  he  ImuI  it  for  the 
{Mirpose of  killing  deer;  the  repairs  catne  to  a  shil- 
ling;'or  two  under  a  pound. 

U'  The  ni^tWoods  murder  was  to  have  been  perp6* 
trated,  he  fortunately  did  not  sleep  at  home,  and  some 
aoeid^Htdl  circumstances  afterwards  caused  it  to  be 
put  off,  and  the  idea  of  shooting  him  in  Castle-Street, 
iditogej^iei:  abandoned,  although  Probert  was  conti- 
nually urging  Thurtell  to  commit  the  murder,  saying 
fth^re  eottid  not  be  a  better  time  to  serve  him^  as  the 
ilfwdlady  had  no  eth6r  lodgers  in  the  house.     Probert 
\aften.said».'  '^  if  you  mean  to  do  it,  why  don't  yon  do 
fiiat  once ;  you  know  I  can  keep  the  women  engaged/' 
iThurteU  replied,  ^'D — ^n  your  great  eyes^   if  ymi 
sWAut  it  done,  why  don't  you  do  it  yoursdf ;  you  Me 
:^Ug  Enough  mid  ugly  enough,  and  there  is  the  air«gifti 
.At lyour  service."    On  which  Probert  used  to  turn  it 
loffwithalaugb,  and  say,  ''  You  know,  Jack^  J  wattt 
.jroato  have  the  womian,  and  should  not  like  Wocfd 
-to  get  her."  .  -^ 

•< '-  The  hoi»e  in  Manchester-buildings  was  taikenlbr 
.the  express  purpose  of  destroying  Wood,  and  mak- 
ing it  a  wardiouse  for  wliatever  goods  ooidd  be  ob* 
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•hulled  from  tndMnm  by  CranSidMit  lifl^ 
toU  took  it. front '4^  wdicitor  jq.  Iknriier VitiM^ «il4i 
fftve  a  refereaco  to  Cousins;  >  Kiwudraper  at.  Ki^r 
•iDgton,  to  whom  also  a  gceat  quaatity  of  Thurloll^ 
valnable  property  was,  sant  lli9dia^Th||f|i^piiwii^ 
ed  ope  of  Oe  looking  {^lass^  for  j85,^  M-^t.tha 
agiMment.  I  went  with  /•  llHurtell  and.lpb  Asm- 
selis*  clerk,  to  see  the  holism,  attdX  ThuiteU  tol4li»» 
(rierk  he  shodd  not  want  the  fixtures,  as  wbenhis  4* 
mily  came  from  Norwich,  he  most  ^bava  aU  Qeur  ffi*^- 
tares  and  furniture*  When  thia  home  in  .Msirheshy 
buildings  was  taken  possession  of;.,  yh  want  wU^  a 
vaggon,  hired  from  Daffem,  in.  Compton-etre^.  tl^ 
bring  away  a  great  many  articlea  oC  fiwnituiie  and 
bedding,  which  had  been  obtained  fy^  ^different. 
.  tndaspeople,  and  deposited,  in  a  cottage whieb.T*! 
Hairtell  had  hired  fit  Kansington>)E«r  tjhe^purpgseiqf. 
aecreting  them.  Some  of  thqia  thingii  were  afteAv 
wards  seiased,  as  I  have  been  given  to  widffiiiitpn4,Jiy> 
Aecreditora,  at  a  house  in  Cumbertendstanset^ 

The  next  plan  against  Mr.  Wood  was,  toeotiee 
him  to  the  house  in  Manchester^buildings,  and  there 
destroy  him.  J.  Thurteil  borrowed  a  pair  of  heavy 
dumb-bells,  61b.  each,  from  a  Mr.  Hancock,  and  it 
was  settled  that  I  should  by  stratagem  get  him  to  ac* 
company  me  to,  and  enter,  the  house,  and  when  he 
was  within  side,  I  was  to  shut  the  door  upon  him, 
and  go  to  Charing-cross,  where  Thurteil  was  to  meet 
me,  after  dispatdiing  him.  And,  in  order  to  ac- 
count for  his  absence,  a  letter  was  to  he  sent  to  his 
lodging,  to  say  that  several  writs  were  out  against 
him. 

According  to  this  arrangement,  I  dressed  myself 
in  the  clothes  of  Thomas  ThurtelPs  servant,  Ennisoo, 
that  is,  I  wore  his  fustian  jacket  and  white  apron,  and 
went  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  Wood's 
lodgings  in  Castle-street,  and  told  him  (as  had  been 
jpreviously  settled  between  me  and  Thurteil,)  that  a 


lady,  named  Brew,  wanted  to  see  him,  and  had  sent 
me  to  fetch  him  to  her  at  a  friend's  house  in  West- 
minster. This  Mrs.  Brew  is  an  old  lady  who  lodges 
at  Cousins  s,  at  Kensington,  and  who  has  a  great 
friendship  for  Mr.  Wood.  Mr.  Wood  asked  me  if  I 
knew  why  she  wished  to  see  him  ;  I  told  him  that  she 
had  had  some  words  witli  Mr.  Cousins,  and  she  wish-*' 
ed  to  sec  him  before  she  returned  to  Kensington.  He 
accordingly  accompanied  me,  and  inthc  way  he  asked 
the  name  of  the  street,  which  I  told  bim  I  did  not  re<- 
collect,  but  would  lead  him  to  the  house. 

On  reaching  No.  10,  Manchester-buildings,  I  said^ 
that  was  the  place,  and  rapped  at  the  door.  The 
door  I  found  was  a-jar,  and  gave  way,  on  which  I 
pushed  it  open  and  entered,  expecting  that  Wood 
would  follow  me ;  he  however  stopped  on  the  thresh- 
old ;  he  was  no  doubt  deterred  from  going  in  by  ob- 
serving that  it  was  uninhabited,  and  as  I  think,  from 
seeing  Thurtell,  who  was  standing  at  the  foot  of  the 
stairs,  close  to  the  back  parlour  doer,  with  his  coat 
and  shoes  off,  a  red  handkerchief  over  his  head  to 
disguise  him,  and  a  dumb  bell  in  each  hand  ready  to 
strike  Wood  on  the  head.  As  I  found  Wood  did  not 
follow  me,  and  was  gone  from  tlie  door,  I  went  to  see 
what  had  become  of  him,  and  I  just  saw  him  running 
round  the  comer  of  the  buildings.  I  then  went  to 
John  Thurtell  and  told  him  Wood  had  run  off;  Thur- 
tell  said— ^'^  It  was  lucky  for  him  he  did  run,  or  else 
he  would  never  have  run  again."  In  order  to  pre- 
vent any  alarm  in  Wood's  mind  as  to  the  real  inten- 
tion, and  as  we  knew  he  was  in  difficulties,  we  re- 
solved to  write  to  him  to  make  him  believe  it  was  a 
stratagem  of  sheriffs'  officers  to  arrest  him  for  debt ; 
we  therefore  ran  across  the  Park  as  fast  as  we- 
could  to  Thomas  Thiirtcll's,  at  the  Haymarket,' 
and  there  John  Thurtell  wrote  a*-  note  to  Wood, ' 
as  if  coming  from  a  friend  to  advise  him  to  keep 
out  of  the  way,  as  there  were  several  writs  out  against 
him. 

3q2 


Ennispn,  who  is  VLfactottm  of  the  Thurtefls,  wiii 
•efit  to  deliver  it»  ana  I  Jdre  say  it  wis  at  tTaaCM^ 
rtreet»a  very  fbrmimites  after  Wood  got  hack.  Ih 
order  to.  keep  up  the  deception,  another  letter  was 
iKi^tteu  the  s^ime  evening  by  John  l^jnitM:  HtHik 
name  of, ''  Clarke/'  to  say  that  he  h<ld  to  ttiE&k'Ctii'- 
tb  tor  the  endeavour  that  haid  1>eeh  miide' thiC'ttiBftf- 
ipg  to  arrest  him.  tins  letter  I  deliVeif&d/ibfJAftf'Mn- 
vince  Wood  (hat  thes?  letters  were  g^nbhie/ ar^  ^^ 
1^  object  in  ffstting  him  to  Manchiestef-buildihgft  #te 
an  ingenious  decoy  of  sheriff^*  officeHB, '  J;'  Tidfi^I 
..prevailed  on  ♦♦♦**♦♦  to  sWear  a  debt  agiUhitlit*^^ 
.^29»  and  hie  was  actually  ar^e^ed  i&ii'i^Vw  on 
; Si« ftJ«* oath^  •     «-//^  Mso 

..>  After  %!  failure  of  £his|  scheme 'TlicH^  foiH lie 

£^irpuld  ibuy  a'pair  of  pisfcols.  and  shoot'  hiilii-'8dhte 

/flight  as.he  went  home  Troth  the  hoUs^  hM  itiHSi^hlfSi 

was  kept  by  a  man  named  Thornton' iii^^'^sttbet'ttiMr 

..&fifitmu(fket    This^  however,  was  nRetiHTii^^ 

am^uisbed,  and  Thurtell  said  he  shphld'^l^  -  hiqi 

for  a  mouth  or  two,  and  pick  oiit  andthef  '6(  hts 

enemies. 

»»»»♦*  ««#4fi»««*   Y^as  aware\of  the  diSbfent 

plans  against  Wood,  and  fVequently,  white  we  were 

discoursing  on  the  subject,  he  used  to  say,  '^  D-^ 

and  b — t  Wood ;   what  is  the  use  of  killing  him  ?— 

Barber  Beaumont  is  the  man  we  want  out  of  the  w^y ; 

why  don't  you  do  for  him."    John  Thurfell  rcpHfed, 

**  Never  fear ;    he  is  booked. — We  shall  have  him 

safe  enough,  you  may  depend  on  it.*'    Hie  reason 

why  they  wished  Barber  Beaumont  to  be  destroyed 

was,  that  tliey  thought  he  was  the  only  cause  of  the 

money  not  being  paid  by  the  Fire-office,  and   they 

feared  he  would  urge  the  prosecution  to  be  carried 

on  for  a  conspiracy ;  and  for  55cveral  nights  and  days 

John  Timrtell  laid  in  wait  for  him  with  the   air-gnn 

charged,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Fire-office.    Uq 

generally  took  his  station  at  the  door  of  Mr.  Wards, 

Sic  corner  of  Shcrrard-street ;  and  he  set  mc  to  watch 
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at  tlie  office  door  in  order  to  ascertain  at  what  hours 
Mr.  Beaument  went  in  and'out ;  If  I  discovered  him, 
I  was  to  run  and  give  notice  to  Thurtell  which  way 
he  went,  and  he  was  to  follow  and  shoot  him.  I, 
hawever,  could  never  make  out  which  was  Mr.  Beau- 
mont, for  I  did  not  know  his  person  until  some  one 
pointed  him  out  to  me  at  tlie  Inquest.  The  air-gun 
resembled  a  knotted  walking  stick,  and  held  no,  less 
than  sixteen  charges.  It  was  let  oflf  by  merely  press- 
ing one  of  the  knots  with  the  finger,  and  the  only 
noise  was  a  slight  whiz,  scarcely  perceptible  to  any 
one  who  might  happen  to  be  on  the  spot, 

John  Thurtell  mentioned  to  mo  that  some  of  his 
friends  were  obliged  to  leave  this  country  for  France, 
and  among  others  he  named  William  *»**»  and 
George  *****,  on  account  of  some  informations  or 
prosecutions  against  tliem  for  gaming,  and  he  had 
every  reason  to  think  Weare  was  one  of  the  in- 
formers* 

I  was  present  at  a  public-house  kept  by  Mr.  Case- 
ly,  in  Orange-Court,  when  a  man  named******** 
told  John  Thurtell,  that  a  young  gentleman  named 
Graham,  who  had  lost  money  and  was  prosecutibg, 
or  informing,  and  also  a  Captain  Kelly  were  ob* 
noTdous  to  his  friends,  and  that  if  he  Thurtell  knew 
how  to  get  rid  of  them,  he  could  undertake  to  say 
that  five  hundred  pounds  would  be  of  no  object  to 
:  those  who  were  at  that  time  obliged  to  live  in 
France,  on  account  of  these  prosecutions. 

Thurtell  said  "If  you  can  get  George  *****  to 
pass  his  word  for  the  money,  it  shall  be  done.** 
********  replied  **  I  will  speak  to  George,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  he  will  undertake  to  pay  the  money, 
if  tliey  are  completely  out  of  the  way ;  and  when 
1  get  his  answer  you  shall  see  mc  again.  After 
****?***  was  gone,  John  Thurtell  said  to  me  "  If 
George  *****  wi]l  pass  his  word  for  five  hundred 
pounds,  it  is  sure  to  be  paid  ;  the  men  he  wants  put 
out  of  the  way  shall  be  disposed  of  in  a  week,  and 
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I^nlLd^k  i&wck^fnrihii  til*  pkH^^OM^^ 

,  vTiiereAMtiiriig^Kdfy  wwto  be  got  rid  of  w§m^ 
t^  be  wai  -teirifaijr  violent  at  tbe  gamiiig^-biNifeB  j 
SMTjjwhba  hft  ;l0it  money,  Jie  inmted  on  its  being- n^ 
flteMdr;to>hiin«  aond  tfitiwat  Bot»  or  if  tbe  pnfirietan 
didiMi  lend  him  vrfaet.  money  he  ariced  for,  he  -w 
MMlfteditfaem  and^  broke  their  glawei  and  toiiltowt' 
Theirny  Thiutell  proposed  to  desptteh  Mm  was^  by 
inviting  him  to  meet  some,  yoang  gentlemea  tm  [riayv 
fireai  when  BMiney  wtia  easily  to  be  won;'  and  be 
was  by  this  pretence  to  be  drawn  int»  the  Park,  aa 
being  in  :tbe  way  te  the  place  qtpointedv  Tbortril 
was  liere  to  shoot  him  with^  the  air»gim/ 4nd  I  wal^- 
inunediately  ta  go  up  and  4)Iace  a  dbDhai^ged>pBtei 
in^biaband^  and.  then  make  analarmand'bdloitfMr 
aisistancie«  -  >Tbei  moment  anyone  osme^  !•  was'to 
dMlarJOitbat  Liiad sues liim. engaged  in  ttdsieliv'lhsC' 
be^adifi0ed  without  effect  at  his  advenary ;  llmt 'tfae^ 
sbofc.wastretumbdi  and  he  had  faUen,  wbeMi^Mm  M 
ctponeitt  ran  iiffl  >  Johnr  Thurtell  frequently  ozpreaied 
his  intention  to  kill  an  Attorney  named  Springfield,^ 
T^bo  lived  at  Norwich,  because  he  had  used  him  ill 
in  his  bankruptcy. 

About  three  weeks  before  Weare's  murder^  John 
Thurtell,  Thomas  Thurtell,  and  myself,  were  walking 
towards  Spring  Gardens ;  John  Thurtell  said  he  would 
gO'  and  see  Uexwoithy,  and  we  all  went  into  his 
billiai'd-room,  which  had  been  newly  fitted  up.  I- 
tbere  saw  a  gentlemanly  looking  man  silting  down. 
Joltfii  Thurtell  went  up  to  him  and  said,  *^  Mr.  Wearc, 
hew  are  you  .^"  The  gentleman  got  up,  they  shook 
hands  together,  and  appeared  very  friendly;  and 
after  conversing  together  for  about  a  quarter  of  an 
liour,  they  went  out  togctlier  and  remained  idisent  an 
hour.  On  tlieir  return,  Thomas  Thurtell  said,  he 
must  bo  off,  and  we  went  away*  When,  got  ouf» 
John  Thurtell  told  me  ttiat  tlie  man  I  had  seen  him 
in   conqpany   witbv   and  Bill  *****  had  won  three 
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huadred  poundt  from  bim  in  one  night,  at 
Hookey.  I  said  that  U  a  great  deal  of  money. 
^'  Yes,"  said  he,  ^'  and  what  is  worse,  when  I  asked 
them,  and  particularly  Weare,  to  lend  me  iive  pounds, 
be  told  me  to  go  a  thieving  for  it,  as  he  did ;  and 
that  I  had  better  say  nothing*  about  it,  as  tlie  money 
was  my  creditors/'  Thurtell  also  said,  ''  1  do  not 
forget  this  treatment,  and  shall  soon  settle  acconnts 
with  some  of  them,  and  shall  never  die  easy  until  I 
have  ray  revenge  of  Weare." 

Shortly  after  the  indictment  for  the  conspiracy  was 
found,  and  when  the  officers  were  expected  to  be  on 
the  look  out  for  the  ThurtcUs,  Probert  introduced 
them  to  Mr.  Tetsall ;  told  him  that  warrants  were 
out  against  them,  and  begged  that  he  would  let  them 
stop  at  his  house  and  keep  a  good  look  out  to  deny 
them,  if  any  person  should  make  inquiries  of  wltom 
be  had  suspicion,  and  Mr.  Tetsall  accordingly  let 
them  have  a  private  room  u])  stairs.     Probert  and 
John  Thurtell  were  almost  continually  in  company 
together,  either  in  London  or  in  going  backward 
aiki  forward  to  the  cottage ;  and  I  believe  they  ar- 
ranged and  settled  the  plan  of  Mr.  Weare's  murder 
before  the  particulars  were  communicated  to  me ; 
for  although  I  heard  it  mentioned  several  times  that 
it  was  to  be  done,  I  was  not  informed  of  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  to  bo  perpetrated  imtil  just  before 
the  murder  took  place  ;  but  although  I  was  ignorant, 
Probert^  from  the  observations  he  made,  and  the  di- 
rections he  gave,  appeared  to  know  every  particular. 
It  was  not  until  the  Friday  morning  that  the  murder 
was  committed  at  night  tliat  I  was  let  into  tlie  secret 
as  to  several  of  the  arrangements.      I  understood 
from  Probert  that  he  was  in  gre;it  distress  and  diffi* 
culty,  and  that  unless  he  got  some  money  he  should 
be  compelled  to   leave   the  cottage  clandestinely  ; 
and  as  he  was  in  daily  expectation  of  his  lamllmtl 
coming  to  seize  and  take  possession  of  the  place,  he 
told  Thurtell  not  to  delay  any  longer  than  he  oould 
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help,  and  saiiTy  ^^  If  it  is  done  tliere,  it  never  eaji  ,be 
found  out,  because  it  is  so  bye  and  private  a  place ;  for 
1  kept  a  private  jigger  there,  and  it  was  never  dis- 
covered ;"  and  from  his  representations  it  was,  as  I 
believe,  determined  by  Tbuitell  to  commit  the  mur* 
der  at  GilFs  Hill,  or  its  neighbourhood.  ThurteU 
told  Probert  and  me  that  Wearc,  the  man  it  was  in- 
tended to  serve,  never  carried  less  than  from  1000^ 
to  1,500/.  secreted  about  his  perso;i,  and  that  be 
knew  where  to  find  it.  He  besides  said,  that  he 
should  tell  him  that  he  had  become  acquainted  with  a 
young  gentleman  who  was  just  come  into  possesiioQ 
of  a  large  property,  and  who  had  an  inclination  for 
gaming,  but  could  not  be  tempted  to  play  unless  it 
was  for  large  stakes.  That  tliis  gentleman  had 
given  him  an  invitation  to  come  down  to  his  country- 
house,  and  bring  a  friend  with  him  to  take  two  or 
three  days  shooting ;  he  should,  tlierefore,  persuade 
Weare  to  accept  this  pretended  invitation,  and  inh 
press  on  his  mind  the  necessity  of  taking  a  large 
sum  if  he  intended  to  do  any  good,  because,  as  he 
(Thurtell)  had  no  money  to  entice  the  gentleman  to 
play,  Wearc  must  provide  it,  and  if  he  did  so,  they 
could  introduce  cards,  hazard,  or  backgammon  after 
dinner  and  make  a  f\\raous  tiling  of  it.  Thurtell  said 
he  had  no  doubt  this  would  be  a  sufficient  bait  to 
catch  Wearc;  that  he  would  take  plenty  of  cash 
with  him,  and  they  should  be  sure  to  get  four  or 
five  hundred  pounds  a  piece,  which  would  be  no  bad 
thing.  Probert  answered  **  No,  that  sum  will  just 
relieve  me  from  my  present  difficulties.'*  About 
two  nights  before  the  murder  a  conversation  took 
place  at  Tetsall's  betwen  Probert  and  John  ThurteP, 
in  which  Probert  said — "  You  had  better  make  it 
Friday,  night  if  you  can,  because  I  am  usually  down 
at  the  cottage  on  a  Saturday,  and  by  showing  myself 
to  the  neighbours  no  suspicion  will  fall  on  me  if  the 
man  is  missed.  Thurtell  promised  to  arrange  for 
that  night  if  he  could. 
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''  On  the  morning  of  Friday  J.  Tliurtcll  said  he  had 
settled  every  thing  with  Wearc;  that  he  was  to  meet 
hJm  that  evening  at  Cumberlnnd-gatc  with  a  chaise, 
to  take  him  down  to  the  gci;tleman*s  mansion  ;  and 
tliat  no  time  was  therefore  to  bo  lost  in  making  the 
iieccssiuy  preparations.  In  the  forenoon  of  Friday 
I  went  with  Thurtcll  to  purchase  tlie  pistok.  They  ' 
were  bonght  at  a  jeweller's  in  High-street,  Mary-le- 
bone,  for  one  poiuul  (ifteen  shillings.  At  about  two 
o'clock  the  pistol  balls  were  made.  The  two  Th4M> 
tdls,  Probert,  and  myself  were  ])resent  in  the  froi* 
room,  on  the  first  floor,  at  Mr.  Tetsall's.  The  lead 
tor  making  them  was  melted  in  a  fire-sliovel,  which 
««»#4f4F  i*****:;^**  held  over  the  fire.     Four  bul- 

iats  were  cast  while  we  were  all  present ;  Probert 
handled  thekn»  and  said  tliey  did  not  appear  to  him  to 
be  large  enough  to  kill  a  man  on  the  spot ;  on  which 

JohnTburtdl  replied,  "  You  would  be  d d  sorry 

to  iiave  one  of  tliem  tlirough  your  head,  small  as  they 
ar« ;  and  if  you  had,  you  would  not  get  to  Gill's  HiU 
cottage  in  a  hurry." 

Probert  said  ho  was  sure  the  air-gun  would  not  kiU 
any  one  on  tiie  spot,  and  John  Thurtell  replied,  ''  I 
know  that  as  well  as  you.  Bill,  or  what  the  hell  should 
I  buy  these  pops  for,  if  it  was  not  because  I  would 
not  trust  to  tli^  air-gun,"  and  added, ''  I  was  a  bl — ^y 
!q0\  to  go  all  tlie  way  to  my  friend  Harper,  at  Nor- 
«rioI],  to  borrow  that  air-gun ;  but  I  will  take  care 
liot  to  miss  that  bl — y  thief  Wearc,  as  I  did  your 
A0rt(u8ing  a  vulgar  expression)  friend  Master  Wood.** 
Probert  lauglied  and  said, ''  You  made  a  bad  business 
of,  tliat  Jack,  for  I  expected  Wood  would  have  been 
dead,  and  you  would  have  had  the  girl  long  ere  tlijs.^ 
John  Thurtell  then  made  answer — '*  Well,  you  shall 
s^e  \vhat  sort  of  a  miss  I  will  make  of  Weare  before 
this  night  is  out — and  after  him  comes  Wood  and  tw6 
or  tliree  more  that  you  know  Bill."  Probert  said^ 
^^  I  hope  you  will  do  your  business  well,  and  that 
your  friend  may  have  plenty  of  money  with  him,** 

3   R 


490  APPENDIX. 

Tliurtell  replied,  *'  There  is  no  fear  of  that,  as  he 
thinks  I  am  going  to  take  him  into  ilie  country  a  flat 
catchingJ"  Probert  and  ******  *  laugbed 
heartily  at  this  observation,  and  John  Thurtell  went 
on  saying,  ^'  It  will  be  pretty  flat  catching.  Bill,  for 

I  will  lay  the flat  enough  before  I  have  done 

with  him." 

,  We  were  all  four  present  when  tlie  pistols  were 
prepared  and  loaded.  The  lock  was  tried,  and  being 
Cgund  stiff  in  consequence  of  the  pistols  being  new,  I 
was  sent  to  get  some  oil  to  grease  the  hammers  and 
the  triggers,  to  make  tlie  pistols  go  oft*  readily. 

In  the  course  of  conversation,  Thurtell  said,  "  How 
shall  we  manage  about  your  old  woman,  to  prievent 
her  looking  out.*'  Probert  replied,  '*  Oh,  never 
fear,  I  have  a  plan  to  get  her  to  bed.*'  Thurtell 
asked  what  it  was,  and  said  he.  should  like  to  know 
it,  so  that  we  might  all  know  how  to  act  when  we 
got  tliere.  Probert  said,  ''Why,  Hunt  must  singw 
two  or  three  songs,  and,  after  a  little  while,  the  old 
woman  will  get  sleepy,  and  I  can  then  say  that,  haY- 
rug  my  friends  down,  I  must  sit  up  witli  tliem  to  keep 
theiii  conipuny,  and  us  we  mean  to  enjoy  ourselves, 
that  she  and  Nancy  had  better  go  to  bed  ;  and  when 
they  (ind  wc  are  determined  to  sit  up,  tliey  will  be 
glad  to  go  to  bed.*'  It  was  arranged  that  Probert 
and  myself  were  to  watch  Thurtell  and  Weare  past 
Fields,  and  then  to  follow  ut  a  little  distance,  so  as  to 
prevent  any  one  following  up  the  lane,  to  interrupt 
J.  Thurtell ;  and,  if  any  one  approached,  we  were  to 
give  him  notice.  Thurtell  was  to  pass  tlic  cottage 
out  of  hearing  of  pistol-shot,  and  tlicn  to  slioot 
Wearc  while  sitting  beside  him  in  the  gig.  Probert 
himself  told  Thurtell  how  to  do  it;  he  said,**  Jack, 
if  the  man  has  any  suspicion  about  the  lane,  you  can 
tell  him  you  think  you  have  missed  your  way, 
and  when  you  have  got  to  a  convenient  spot,  as 
you  arc  the  driver,  you  can  make  some  remark,  and 
point  his  attention  to  make  him  look  to  the  left,  and 
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directly  he  turns  his  head,  that  is  your  time  to  shoot 
him."  After  the  act  was  done,  the  body  was  to  he 
put  into  a  sack  and  brought  to  Probcrfs,  and  thrown 
into  the  pond  by  him  and  ThurtcH,  while  I  was  to  be 
engaged  amusing  the  people  in  th?  house,  as  had  been 
before  settled. 

After  dinner,  Probert  said,  *'  Have  you  got  every 
thing,  you  want,  Jack?"   "No,"    answered  John 
Thurtell,  "  we  must  send  Joe  for  a  six-bushel  sack, 
a  hank  of  cord,  and  the  horse  and  chaise.*'     Probert 
said,  "  We  must  have  some  punch.  Jack,  before  you 
start,  and  we  must  order  it  directly ;  because  it  will 
not  do  for  you  to  keep  him  waiting."     It  was  agreed 
that  J.  Thurtelt  was  to  start  first,  and  Probert  and 
me  were  to  follow  him  in  about  three-quarters  of  an 
hour.     I  wished  to  stop  and  take  some  punch,  but 
Probert  told  me  I  had  better  be  ofT,  and  get  the 
things  for  Jack,  and  as  we  were  to  renuiin  for  tliree- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  we  could  have  some  punch  toge- 
ther after  he  was  gone.     Besides  these  things,  I  was 
sent  by  Thomas  Thurtell  to  get  a  box-coat  belonging 
to  him,  which  was  at  Mr.  Cribb's,  in  Panton-street ; 
and  also  with  a  note  to  the  man  who  was  in  possesr 
non  at  the  Cock,  for  a  coat  and  red  shawl  of  John 
Tburteirs,  which  were  left  in  his  room.     This  red 
shawl  was  the  same  which  John  Thurtell  had  round 
his  head  when  he  intended  to  destroy  Woods,  in 
Manchester-buildings,    and  which  was    afterwards 
fomid  round  the  neck  of  Mr.  Weare. 

I  went  to  Probat's;  the  stable-keeper,  to  hire  a 
horse  and  chaise — they  had  no  chaise,  but  they  lent 
me  a  horse,  and  I  got  a  chaise  at  Mr.  Cross's.  It 
had  been  previously  arranged  that  I  should  say  I  was 
going  to  Dartford,  and  I  did  so.  I  then  went  to 
Buckingham's,  in  Broad-street,  and  there  bought  a 
sack  and  a  hank  of  cord:  also  to  Cribb's,  for  the 
box-coat,  but  as  he  was  not  at  home  I  could  not  get 
it.     I  then  went  to  the  Cock,  and  on  delivering  the 
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note,  got  the  great  coat  and  red  shawl,  and  drove  to 
Tetsall's. 

When  I  returned  into  tlio  room,  I  found  several 
parsons  who  were  strangers  to  me  had  joined  the 
Timrtells  and  Probert ;  I  therefore  called  Probcrt 
and  John  Thurtcll  into  the  jiassage,  and  told  them 
every  thing  was  ready,  and  showed  them  the  sack, 
which  Probert  examined  and  said,  ''  I  am  sure  this  is 
not  a  six-bushel  sack — this  will  not  be  large  enough 
for  him,  Jack."  Thurtell  answered,  "  Never  mind. 
Bill,  we  must  make  a  shift  with  it ;  we  have  no  time 
to  lose."  And  ho  further  remarked,  "  Whatal>— — y 
fool  my  brother  Tom  is,  to  Iiave  a  parcel  of  people 
here  at  a  time  hke  this.''  Probert  said,  *^  It  was  a 
foolish  thing,  but  he  was  sure  Tom  did  not  ex])ect  any 
person,  and  as  they  were  come  to  serve  him  about  bis 
bail,  he  could  not  well  deny  himself."  Thurtell  then 
said,     ''  Well,  never  mind,  lot  them  stop   and  be 

d d ;  I  must  be  off.     You  go  into  the  room.  Bill, 

and  brii^  me  Tom's  drab  great  coat."  Probert 
weot  and  fetched  it  accordingly.  John  Thurtell  put 
tlic  red  shawl  rouiul  his  neck,  and  the  drab  greatcoat 
on,  and  being  ready  to  start,  he  asked  Probert  to 
rejiiiy  him  tlic  ten  pounds  v»'hich  ho  had  let  him  huve 
to  take  up  a  bill  a  few  days  before,  out  of  the  money 
for  which  I  had  sold  a  horse  to  a  Mr.  Simcock;  and 
Thurtell  said  he  must  Iiave  it  or  n  part  of  it,  because 
lie  had  no  moncv.  Probcrt  said  he  would  let  him 
Iiave  part  then,  and  the  rest  next  week,  but  he  had  no 
monev  himself,  and  must  tlicrefore  borrow  it  of 
Charles  Tctsdll,  the  landlord.  He  :iccordin2:Iv  bor- 
rowed  some  money  of  Mr.  Tetsidl,  and  gave  it  to 
Thurtell,  but  how  nmcli  1  raiinol  say.  Jolm  Thur- 
tell told  Probert  not  to  bo  long  after  hini,  and  got 
into  the  jjig,  and  drove  oD'.  After  Thurtell  was  gone, 
Probcrt  unci  myself  wont  into  the  room  and  had  some 
jurxh,  aiul  i:i  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  Probcrt 
ficiired  Mr.  Tetsall's  son  to  bring  !iis  horse  and  cliaisc 


to  the  door.  He  then  left  tiic  room,  and  in  aboat 
five  minutes  returned,  saying,  **  Hunt,  tlie  chaise  is 
ceady/'  I  wished  the  company  good  night,  got  into 
the  gig,  Probort  followed,  and  we  drove  off.  In  Ox«' 
fiMrd-street  I  got  out  and  bought  a  loin  of  pork,  at  the 
desire  of  Probert.  We  then  went  on  to  a  Mr«  Hap* 
dingus,  a  publican  in  the  Edgeware-road,  where  wa 
had  some  brandy  and  water,  and  again  started.  Oa 
our  getting  near  tlie  Bald-faced  stag,  Probert  wished 
that  I  sliould  get  out  and  walk  on,  saying  that  he 
would  soon  overtake  me. 

It  was  not  at  my  desire  on  account  of  tlic  horse 
cloths,  as  Probert  stated  at  the  Inquest,  for  so  far 
from  my  wishing  to.  avoid  the  ])coplo  of  tlie  house, 
I  on  the  following  morning  stopped  there  to  breaks* 
fast  with  Thomas  Thurtell  and  Probert's  boy.    I  had 
never  been  at  the  house  but  once,  and  that  was  to  a 
supper  at  the  invitation  of  Probert ;  and  the  cloths 
were  not  lent  to  me,  but  bon'owed  by  Probert  for  a; 
fdend  of  mine,  named  Morgan, — and  I  went  away;- 
leaving  John   Thurtell  and  Probert  there.     While 
they  were  in  this  bouse  on  that  occasion,  Jolm  Thur* 
tell  fought  with  tlirec  countrymen,  and  they  afterwardg* 
told  mo  tliat  in  the  confusion  they  robbed  one  of  the 
countrymen  of  his  watch,  which  Tliurtell  ^lawnedfor* 
twenty-five  shillings  somewhere  in  London,  and  they 
divided  the  money  between  tliem. 

AtEdgeware  we  stopped  at  a  corn  chandler's,  and 
Probert  got  out  to  purchase  corn, — while  he  was  ia^ 
the  shop,  I  saw.  Thurtell  and  Weare  pass.  When 
Probert  came  out,  I  told  him  tliey  were  gone  by,  and 
we  went  on  to  Field's,  the  Artichoke,  at  Elstree, 
where  we  waited  in  expectation  of  their  passing  ug 
again,  and  had  three  or  four  glasses  of  brandy  and' 
water.  At  last  tlie  chaise  with  Thurtell  and  Weare 
passed  tlie  housQ,  and  Probert  nudged  me  and  whis- 
pered, **  There  they  go,  wc  must  be  after  them." 
Field,  the  landlord,  about  this  time  brought  as  another 
shilling's  worth  of  brandy  and  water,  and  on  my  ex- 
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pressing  ray  anxiety  to  be  off,  Probert  said,  "  Never 
mind,  we  shall  be  time  enough;  for  as  their  horse  is 
a  hired  horse,  he  must  be  nearly  knocked  up,  and  as 
cur's  is  fresh,  wc  shall  soon  overtake  them. "  We 
finished  our  brandy  and  water,  and  then  Probert  set 
off  in  a  gallop  in  the  same  direction  they  had  gone, 
and  on  arriving  at  a  place  where  a  road  branches 
off,  and  which  I  now  know  is  near  Mr.  Philliinore*jSi 
Lodge,  but  which  I  was  tlien  totally  unacquainted 
with,  as  I  had  never  been  that  road  before^  Probert 
said*  ''  You  get  out  here,  and  I  will  go  on  to  the. 
cottage,  and  see  if  Jack  is  tliere,  and  if  all  is  right." 
I  accordingly  got  out,  and  Probert  went  on  with  the 
horse  and  chaise  as  hard  as  he  could  down  the 
lane. 

In  our  way  down,  Probert  frequently  alluded  to 
the  money  thht  was  expected  to  be  found,  upon 
Weare,  and  his  apprehensions  lest  Thurtell  should 
well  it  (meaning  keep  it  to  himself.)  He  said,  '*  We 
know  Jack  is  a  very  determined  fellow*  and  is  sure 
to  do  the  trick ;  but  if  he  don't  do  the  thing  that  i« 
right  in  giving  us  our  share,  we  shall  be  sure  to  learn 
by  the  newspapers  what  amount  he  takes,  and  we 
shall  know  how  to  act  hereafter."  After  an  absence 
of  near  an  hour,  Probert  came  back  to  the  spot 
where  he  had  left  me,  and  directly  he  was  within 
hearing,  he  began  singing  *'  Bright  chanticleer  pro* 
claims  the  dawn,  S^c.V  and  when  I  got  into  the 
chaise,  he  said,  ''  It  is  all  over,  Jack  has  killedhimP 
(meaning  Thurtell  had  killed  Weare) — *'  I  liave  seen 
Jack,  and  Jack  has  shewn  me  the  murdered  man*s 
hunting  watch."  I  said,  **  Ho  must  have  been  at 
your  place  some  time  ?'*  "  Oh  yes,"  replied  Probert, 
'*  at  least  an  hour,  for  his  horse  and  chaise  are  put  up» 
and  the  horse  drcsse.1 ;  but  Jack  tells  me  the  man  had 
not  got  so  much  money  as  he  expected. ' 

On  our  arrivintif  at  tlic  cottage,  Tluirteil  was  lean- 
in^^  against  tlic  st.i-»!c  djor,  and  Probert's  lad  was 
cleaning  down  his  lioisj.     Prubert  sent  nic  into  tlic 
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kitchen  with  the  loin  of  pork,  and  told  me  to  desire 
the  cook  to  dress  it  for  supper,  while  he  went  into 
tlie  stable  to  Thurtell.  In  about  ten  minutes  tliey 
came  to  me  in  the  kitchen,  and  we  all  went  into  the 
parlour,  where  Probert  introduced  me  to  his  wife, 
saying,  "  This  is  my  friend  Hunt,  of  whom  you  have 
so  often  heard  mo  speak  as  being  so  good  a  singer ; 
and  I  have  brought  him  down  to  entertain  you/' 
After  a  little  time  had  passed,  Probert  told  his  wife 
that  while  supper  was  getting  ready,  it  would  bo 
better  for  us  to  get  out  of  her  way,  and  we  should 
therefore  go  to  the  stable  and  see  to  the  putting  up 
of  the  horses.  Wc  accordingly  went  to  the  stable, 
and  Probert  sent  the  boy  into  die  kitchen,  and  told 
him  to  stop  there  till  he  gave  him  further  orders. — 
Directly  the  boy  left  us  together,  Thurtell  shewed 
me  the  gold  watch  and  appendages,  and  then  he, 
Probert,  and  myself,  took  the  lantern  from  the  sta- 
ble^ and  went  across  a  ploughed  field,  in  order  to 
search  for  tlie  body  of  the  deceased.  As  we  were 
proceeding  to  tlie  spot,  J.  Thurtell  said  that  he  liad 
got  Weare's  purse  which  had  only  two  or  three  so- 
vereigns in  it,  but  that  he  did  not  have  time  to  search 
tlieroughly  for  the  other  money. 

On  crossing  the  ploughed  field,  we  came  directly 
upon  the  body,  which  was  laying  near  the  hedge  on 
the  inside,  and  there  was  a  gap  in  (he  hedge,  wliich 
had  evidently  been  made  by  dragging  the  body 
throogh  it.  The  head  and  face  were  covered  with 
Thurtells  red  shawl,  which  also  appeared  to  be  tied 
round  the  neck  of  the  deceased.  I  held  the  lantern, 
and  'ProWt  held  up  the  body,  under  the  arms,  while 
Jobn^vThurtell  rifled  the  pockets.  Nothing  was  found 
whiltf  I  was  present,  except  four  £5.  bank  notes, 
which  were  taken  by  Thurtell  from  the  trowsers 
pocket  of  the  deceased : — these  were  folded  together 
carelessly,  and  not  enclosed  in  any  purse  or  pocket- 
book.  Thurtell  and  Probert  expressed  themselves  as 
being  much  disappointed,  and  I  also  joined  in  similar 


496  '  APPENDIX. 

expressions  ;  but  I  have  now  reason  to  believe  thai 
either  one  or  both  of  them  must  have  deceived  nie  m 
to  the  money  found  on  the  deceased,  because  it  was 
not  likely  Mr.  Wcarc  would  have  brought  so  small  a 
sum  down,  considering  the  object  he  had  in  view : — 
nor  -was  it  |>robable  that  he  would  carry  his  notes 
loose,  when  he  had  a  silk  note  case  in  his  possession. 
This  note  case  had  been  taken  by  'Jluntell  from  the 
deceased,   before  Probert  and  me  arrived :  and  be- 
sides how  should  he  have  been  able  to  tell  Probert 
that  the  man  had  not  so  much  money  about  him  as  he 
expected,  unless  he  had  then  made  a  complete  search. 
My  opinion  is,  that  he  had  got  tlie  moiiby,  and  kept 
it  in  his  own  possession,  except  the  £  20  whrdi  he 
put  into  tlie  pocket  as  a  blind  to  us ;  and  1  am  the 
more  confirmed  in  this  opinion  because  lie  afterwards 
-had  plenty  of  money,  and  has  boasted  that  he  coaW 
give  £  300  to  get  witnesses  to  clear  him. 

After  the  searching  was  finished,  the  body  was 
|iuf  into  the  sack  I  had  purchased,  and  which  Probert 
had  broiight  from  the  chaise,  and  when  it  was  secnred, 
we  consulted  as  to  how  lone:  it  wiis  to  be  left  there* 
and  it  was  arrangod  that  (he  deceased  was  not  to  be 
removed  until  after  llic  women  should  be  gone  to  bed, 
and  then  the  horse  was  to  be  taken  to  fetch  the  bodv 
to  the  garden;  so  (hat  it  might  he  thrown  into  the 
pond  until  a  convenient  opportunity  offered  to  burv 
it 

The  follow inii:  is  the  account  J.  Thurtell  fave  u^ 
of  the  circmristaiices  attending;  the  actual  commission 
lof  the  murder:  — 

*  On  reaching  Tyburn  turnpike,  T  found  Wrare 
waiting  for  mc  i*i  the  coach — 1  saw  his  head  looking 
out  of  the  window.  As  we  were  going  along  the 
dark  lane,  M'ciire  said  to  me,  **  D — n  my  eyes,  Jack, 
here's  a  pretty  place  to  cut  a  man's  throat,  if  you 
want  to  get  rid  of  him  ;'*  Presently  atter  I  said  to 
him,  **  I  have  missed  tl'.e  Lodiic  CJates — I  must  have 
passed  them."     Then  I  turned  the  horse  about,  and 
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followed  your  adviec,  Probert,  by  telling  bim  how 
nice  tlie  country  looked  that  way  ;  this  ihduced  him 
to  turn  in  tlic  direction  I  pointed,  and  I  shot  htan 
through  the  head,  but  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  to  kill  him.  I  never  had  so  much  trouble  to 
kill  a  man  in  all  my  life,  for  at  one  time  he  had 
nearly  got  the  best  of  me ;  and  after  I  had  discharged 
my  pistol  at  him  he  jumped  out  of  the  gig  and  run ;  I 
followed,  and  he  fought  with  me  till  1  knocked  him 
down  wiUi  tlie  pistol,  and  he  then  struggled  with  ne 
witli  great  resolution,  and  actually  got  me  undermost. 
While,  however,  I  was  in  tin's  situation,  I  took  oat 
my  penknife  and  cut  his  throat,  and  in  so  doing,  I 
broke  the  blade  of  my  knife.  The  blood  rushed  from 
him  in  large  quantities,  and  some  got  down  my  throat 
and  nearly  choked  me  :  at  last  when  his  strengtli 
failed  him  by  the  loss  of  blood,  I  got  up.  He  still 
lay  and  groaned  for  a  short  time,  but  I  soon  stopped 
that  by  tying  my  large  red  handkerchief  round  the 

h 's  throat,  and  dragging  him  through  the  hedges 

In  the  struggle  I  have  unfortunately  lo&t  my  penknife 
and  tlic  pistol,  and  we  must  endeavour  to  find  them» 
lest  they  should  be  picked  up  by  somebody,  arid 
create  an  alarm." 

Probert  said  it  was  no  use  to  look  for  them  that 
night,  but  he  would  go  early  in  the  morning  and  find 
ihem;  and  it  would  be  better  for  him  to  look  for 
them,  because,  as  he  Wcis  known  to  alt  the  people 
about,  no  suspicion  would  be  created  by  his  being  m 
ibe  lane,  and  he  could  take  the  dogs  out  with  bim  hb 
an  excuse. 

On  returning  to  tlie  cottage  we  had  some  brandy, 
4ind  tlien  John  Thurtell  drew  the  watch  and  chain 
from  his  pocket,  and  took  off  the  chain,  and  said  to 
Mru.  Probert,  **  This  belonged  to  a  little  Quaker- 
ess, a  sweetheart  of  mine  at  Norwich ;  but  as  I  have 
turned  her  up,  I  must  beg  of  you  to  keep  it  for  my 
sake.''     He  then  placed  the  chain  round  her  neck  — 

3  s 
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she  received  it  very  cordially,  and  promised  never  to 
part  with  it. 

I  omitted  to  mention  a  circumstance  commmucated 
to  me  about  a  montli  before  Mr.  Weare*s  murder,  and 
ivhich  this  allusion  to  tiie  Quakeress  brings  to  my  re- 
collection : — it  is  this,  **  I  was,"  said  John  ThurtelF, 
*'  upon  terms  of  intimacy  with  a  quaker*s  family  at 
Korwich,  and  privately  paid  my  addresses  to  the 
daughter,  who  was,  I  believe,  very  fond  of  me;  until 
a  young  man  who  was  a  friend  of  the  family,  and  m 
pretended  friend  of  mine,  told  the  father  that  I  was  a 
profligate  bad  character,  and  ought  not  to  be  permit- 
ted to  visit  at  their  house.  The  old  gentleman  told 
his  wife,  and  she  communicated  what  passed  to  the 
daugliter,  and  the  girl  mentioned  it  to  me.  I  soon 
after  served  him  out  for  his  treachery ;  I  took  him 
out  with  mc  in  my  boat,  under  pretence  of  fishing,  but 
I  took  care  he  was  never  afterwards  heard  of.**  But 
to  return  to  my  narrative. 

After  we  had  finislicd  our  supper,  and  commenced 
taking  oar  grog  or  mixed  licjuor,  Probert  said  to  his 
v/ife,  '*  Youtliink  mc  a  good  singer,  Betsy,  but  you 
must  hear  my  friend  Mr.  Hunt,  who  will  sing  you  a 
Jong  about  Betsy,  a  favourite  song  of  mine.*'  They 
repeatedly  pressed  uie,  and  I  sung  the  song  he  wished. 
I  afterwards  sung  another — Probert  also  simg,  and 
Thurtell  endeavoured  to  sing,  but  could  not  get 
tlirough  the  song  he  attempted.  About  twelve 
o'clock  Mrs.  Probert  was  forward  in  liquor:  Pro- 
bert toldlier  that  as  he  had  me  there,  he  intended  to  sit 
up  and  enjoy  himself.  Miss  Noyes  should  therefora 
get  us  t!ie  glasses  and  another  bottle  of  rum,  and  then 
they  had  better  go  to  bed.  Miss  Noyes  accordingly 
went  away  with  ]Mrs.  Probert,  who  at  the  time  she 
Jeft  the  room,  said,  '*  I  suj)pose  you  will  make  a 
drunken  bout  of  it,  and  I  slian  t  disturl)  vou."  Thur- 
tell  said,  **  Yes,  you  may  expect  to  see  your  Billy 
C3nie  up   to  bed  drunk  enough.*'     In  a  little  while 
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after  the  women  were  gone  to  bed,  Tliurtell  said, 
"  we  may  as  well  look  and  see  if  tlicre  is  any  chawU 
about.the  money,  and  he  examined  the  four  notes, 
but  there  were  no  marks  upon  them.  John  Thurtell 
now  produced  a  small  silk  note  case,  such  as  is  gene- 
rally carried  by  sporting  men,  with  difflprent  divisions 
iu  it  for  their  notes ;  this  was^  examined,  but  it  con- 
tained only  Mr.  M'care's  shooting  license,  and  a  fc\y 
loose  memorandums:  those,  together  with.the  memo- 
randums, were  burnt.  He  next  brought  out  a  brown 
silk  purse,  in  which  there  were  tlircc  sovereigns,  and 
some  silver;  this  purse  also  was  burnt,  and  likewise^ 
a  small  betting  book.  The  money  was  then  dividecf 
between  us»  by  Thurtell  giving  Probert  and  me  a 
five  pound  note  and  a  sovereign  each,  and  reserving; 
the  remainder  to  pay  for  the  horse  and  chaise,  ana 
the  other  expenses. 

Wlien  Probert  received  his  share,  he  held  out  hi^ 
hand  and  said,  '*  Thin  is  a  bad  look  out — this  is  hardly 
worth  coming  down  for.  Jack."  Thurtell  answered, 
y  It  cannot  be  helped^  I  thought.  Bill,  we  shoul^ 
have  had  a  hundred  or  two  at  the  least,  but  we  must 
now  make  the  best  of  it  we  can.  This  watch  you 
must  recollect.  Bill,  will  fetch  twenty  or .  .thirtjj^ 
pounds."  "  Very  true,"  said  Prabpjpfc,  "  and  tfie 
gun  if  it  is  good  for  any  thi"g,  will  fetch  ten  pounds  ;'* 
and  then,  ^dressing  me,  he  said,  ''Go,  Hunt,  an^ 
fetch  tlie  gun,  and  all'  the  other  things,  and  let's,  sea 
what  they  are  worth."  I  accordingly  went  into  the 
stable  and  brought  the  gun,  a  small  box,  and  ^  trat 


least  ten  pounds."  He  then  laid  hold  of  the  box, 
said  to  Thurtell,  ''  This  is  tlie  backgammon  boar^ 
you  were  speaking  of  Jack/'  "  Yes,'*  said  Thur- 
tell, ''  that  is  the  board  to  pick  up  a  flat  with.'' 
Probert  said,  ''  Come,  Jack,  let's  open  the  bag,  there 
may  be  some  money  in  that."  Thurtell  then  took 
out  of  his  pocket  a  handsome  penknife,  which  he  said 

3s2 
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H$  bad  taken  from  Mr.  Wnre's  coat  pocket,  andcot 
I6e  bag  open  wbile  Probert  held  it  up.     The;  bag 
bontained  some  linen,  several  waistcnats,  and  a  aboot* 
ingdreta;  also,  two  pair  of  dice^wbich  I  undcratood 
^ere  loaded,  and  two  or  tliree  packs  of  false  cards. 
Om  pack  of  Ihe  cards  Probert  kept,  tbe  others  were 
pvt  again  into  the. bag  with  the  iinen.    Probert  also 
took  a  yellow  silk  handkerchief,  which  was  marked 
with  Mr.  Wearers  name,  and  Probert  burnt  out  the 
mark  oyer  thb  candle.    After  tiiis  division,  it  was 
proposed  to  go  and  fetch  tbe  body,  and  acoordingljr 
we  all  three  went  to  the  stable,  and  tbe  bridlelieing 
pot  on  Thurtell's  horse,  he  and  Probert  went  across 
tbe  ploughed  field,  while  I  remained  near  the  hoase  t9 
aee  that  all  was  quiet,  and  if  I  found  any  one  stirring, 
to  give  an  alarm,  and  prevent  their  being  seen  en 
their  return.    In  a  short  time  they  came  back,  Thnr- 
teH  leading  the  horse,  and  Probert  holdiBg  the  body 
SIS  $0 16  keep  it  across  tbe  horse  without  fidlhig.  Tbe 
korse  was  led  into  the  garden  near  to  the  ponid,  and 
fte  body  was  then  thrown  from  the  horse's  back* 
into  the  greensward  by  the  side  of  the  pond,  when 
Thurtell  observed  that  the  body  would  not  sink  unless 
some  stoDAs  or  somcdiing  heavy  was  put  into  the 
sack  ;  whereupon  Probort  «aid  he  would  get  some  of 
the  large  flints  from  his  shrubbery,  und  he  accordingly 
went  and  brought  severd  large  stones,  which  were 
put  into  the  sack,  and  the  body  was  thrown  with  a 
swing,  by  Thurtell  and  Probert,  into  the  pond.     Be- 
fore the  body  was  thrown  in,  Probert  said  the  fret 
would  probably  rise  up,  unless  something  was  done  to 
keep  them  under  water,  and  to  prevent  it,  he  tied  one 
end  of  a  string  to  the  dead  man's  legs,  and  kept  tbe 
other  on  the  bank,  and  when  the  body  was  sunk,  lie 
drew  the  string  so  as  to  keep  the  legs  down,  and  fas* 
tened  the  end  to  a  particular  spot  by  the  ])ond  side, 
where  he  said  he  could  readily  find  it,  and  draw  the 
body  ashore  whenever  he  wished. 

After  the  body  was  thus  disposed  of,  we  returned 
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into  the  parlour,  and  Probert  said  lie  would  go  up 
atairs,  and  see  if  his  old  woman  was  asleep ;  he  re- 
mained absent  a  Tew  minutes,  and  on  his  return  we 
entered  into  conversation,  and  sat  drinking  until 
abont  two  o'clock,  when  Probert  left  us  and  went  to 
bed.  In  the  course  of  this  ecHiversation,  Mr.  Probert 
said,  *'  There  cannot  be  a  better  place  in  the  worki 
flmn  this,  to  get  rid  of  that  b — y  thief.  Holding ;  you 
know  how  he  has  robbed  me.  Jack,  and  it  will  be 
easy  to  get  him  here  and  finish  him  in  this  parlour^ 
and  as  you  know  I  must  soon  leave  this  cottage,  it 
QHst  be  done  quickly."  Thurtell  said,  ''  You  have 
only  to  say  the  wOnl,  Bill,  and  it  is  done."  Thua 
ends  the  history  of  tiiis  eventful  night. 

The  next  morning  (Satiu-chty ),  as  soon  as  it  waa 
snfficientlf  light,  I  went  with  John  lliurtell  co  the 
fame  to  look  for  the  pistol  and  penknife ;  but  we  were 
unable  to  make  any  very  particular  search,  because 
some  labourers  were  near  tlie  spot,  empioyetl  in  re« 
pairing  tlie  road.  We,  however,  saw  a  great  quan- 
tity of  blood  at  the  place  where  John  Thurtell  said 
he  had  cut  Mr.  Weare*s  throat.  Thurtell,  in  ordec 
to  account  for  our  being  there,  and  also  for  the 
blood,  if  they  should  discover  it,  pretended  to  the 
fabourers  that  we  had  been  upset  tliere  overnight  in 
the  gig.  About  eight  o*clock  Probert  came  dowi^ 
staira,  and  we  told  him  we  had  been  looking  in  the 
lane  for  the  lost  things,  but  could  not  find  them ;  and 
he  promised,  after  breakfast,  to  take  the  dogs,  and 
go  to  look  after  them. 

In  the  course  of  the  morning  he  took  us  round  t(^ 
the  shrubbery,  and  pointed  out  a  spot  where  lie 
thought  it  would  be  best  to  bury  the  body,  beoause^ 
as  he  said,  it  was  very  much  hid  by  the  shrubs  and 
trees ;  and  he  desired  us  to  bring  down  a  new  spade 
from  town,  as  he  had  not  one  tliat  was  fit  for  use^ 
and  he  said,  that  he  would  assist  at  digging  in  the 
night-time,  because  he  understood  it  better  than  us; 
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and  he  said,  "  I  will  not  leave  here  until  every  thing 
is  safely  stowed  away.'* 

After  we  had  breakfasted,  Probcrt  put  the  bag, 
the  box,  .and  the  gun,  into  the  chaise,  and  John 
Thurtell  and  me  went  to  London.  On  readiing  Ox- 
ford-street, John  Thurtell  got  down,  saying  he  would 
go  the  back  streets  to  Tetsall's,  for  fear  he  should 
meet  Upson,  who  had  tlie  warrant  against  him  for  the, 
fire-office  prosecution  ;  and  he  desired  me  to  take  all 
the  things  home  to  my  lodgings,  and  return  tlie  hori^e 
and  chaise,  and  then  join  him  at  TetsallV^  .  ,^ 

According  to  these  directions,  I  called  at  my  lodg- 
ings, and  left  the  articles  I  have*  described ;  and  f 
also  secreted  under  the  bed  tlie  drab  great  QP'^\,  whick 
Thurtell  wore  when  he  committed  the  uiurder,  andf 
which  was  a  good  deal  stained  with  blood ;  and  a{lcr 
taking  home  the  horse  and  chaise,  I  went  to  Tctsall'd«, 
where  I  found  thetwo  Thurtclls.  From  tlie  conver- 
sation that  passed  I  found  that  John  had  communi- 
cated every  tiling  to  his  brother ;  and  in  my  presenc/e 
he  told  him,  that  we  were  going  down  again  for  thc^ 
purpose  of  burying  tlie  body. 

After  a  little  time  John  gave  me  a  duplicate,  ami 
one  of  the  51.  notes  which  he  Iiad  retained,  to  go  to 
Mr.  Gray's,  a  pawnbroker,  in  Fleet  street,  to  redeem 
a  suit  of  clotlies  which  he  had  in  pawn  tlieic  ;  and  1 
paid  the  same  note  in  the  name  of  Price,  to  the 
pawnbroker,  who  wrote  that  name  on  the  back  of  the 
note.  The  things  came  to  3/.  8^.,  and  I  took  them 
and  the  clia!ii':c  to  Thurtell. 

Some  time  after  my  return  with  Uic  clotlies,  John 
took  ]\Ir.  Wctuc's  watch  out  of  his  pocket,  and  Tlio- 
mas  said  to  John,  "  You  ought  to  make  nic  a  present 
of  the  watch,  because  you  got  those  clothes  by  means 
of  one  of  my  bills  ;"  and  he  several  times  afterwards 
proposed  to  buy  the  watch. 

In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  I  went  with  John 
Thurtell  to  an  ironmonger's  in  A\'arv.'ick-strcet,  Gol- 
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den- square,  to  buy  a  spade.  Wc  both  went  into  a 
warehouse  up  stairs  ;  John  Thurtell  selected  and  paid 
for  one,  and  I  took  it  by  his  desire  to  my  lodgings 
nntil  the  next  morning,  when  we  were  to  take  it  down 
to  Giirs  Hill. 

On  the  Sunday  morning  I  again  got  the  horse  and 
chaise  for  John  Tluirtell  and  me  to  go  down  to  the 
cottage,  and  the  spade  was  put  into  the  chaise.  On 
the  road  we  overtook  Thomas  Thurtell,  and  John 
got  out  of  the  gig  to  let  his  brother  ride.  On  arriving 
at  the  cottage,  Thomas  threw  the  spade  over  the  hedge 
into  the  field,  and  Probcrt  afterwards  went  and  fetched 
it  from  thence,  and  again  pointed  out  Uiu  place  where 
the  body  should  be  buried ;  and  in  the  course  of  the 
morning,  while  walking  in  the  garden,  John  Thurtell 
told  his  brother  Thomas,  in  my  presence,  where  the 
body  was  secreted.     He  pointed  to  the  place  in  the 

pond,  and  said,  *'  There  lays  the  b y  tliief,  safe 

enough,  who  robbed  me  of  300/.,  and  would  not  lend 

me  5/.;  that^s  the  way  all  such  b s  should  be 

served ;  and  it  will  not  be  long  before  we  have  Hold- 
ing there."  Thomas  Thurtell  laughed,  and  said  it 
was  a  famous  place  for  the  purpose,  because  there 
was  no  other  house  near. 

While  we  were  nenr  the  pond,  John  Thurtell  said 
to  Probert,  ••  If  you  do  the  thing  that  is  right.  Bill, 
this  is  how  I  will  serve  the  man  you  want  out  of  the 
way.  Bankruptcy,  I  mean.  You  know  Holdfng, 
don't  you.  Bill?"—"  Yes,"  said  Probert,  "  too  well.'' 
— "  Then,"  said  John  Thurtell,  •*  you  understand 
what  I  intend  doing?" — **  Yes,  yes,"  said  Probert, 
•*  I  know  well  enough,  we  will  have  him  for  another 
turn." 

In  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  Probert  went  to 
Mr.  Nicholls,  and  was  absent  about  two  hours.  On 
his  return  he  appeared  greatly  agitated ;  he  called  me 
into  the  garden,  and  told  nie  he  had  been  much 
alarmed,  in  consequence  of  his  having  seen  two  or 
three  gentlemen  at  Mr.  Nicholis's,  one  of  whom  told 
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him  that  he  had  heard  the  report  of  a  pistol  ab^nt 
eight  o'clock  on  Friday  night ;  that  another  man  had 
aaidhe  heard  two  pistols;  ami  Mr.  Nicholli  said,  a 
report  was  raised  that  dreadful  groans  had  been  heard, 
and  some  one  calling  out  for  help,  and  saying;  **  Oh! 
John,  for-God  s  sake,  spare  mc^  and  III  give  yoa  all 
the  money  I've  rehbed  you  of/'  That  at  tlic  time 
this  was  mentioned,  he,  Probcrt*  had  a  glass  of  gin 
and  water  in  his  hand,  wbidi,  with  his  great  fri^t 
and  trembling,  shook  very  much,  and  he  was  m  agi- 
tated that  lie  tliought  he  shoukl  have  dropped*,  nd 
had  no  doubt  he  should  actaally  have  faUen  if  be  hid 
not  sat  down ;  and  he  was  very  much  afraid  lest  his 
agitation  should  have  been  discovered.  While  Pro- 
bert  was  relating  this  to  me,  John  Thdrtell  oaroe  out, 
and  Probert  repeated  it  to  him,  aiid  addcd»  that  Mr. 
Nicholls  had  talked  about  dragging  the  pond  for 
large  fish,  and  said,  of  course  if  ttiis  is  done  the  body 
will  be  found.  John  Hiurtell  appeared  alarmed  it 
this  information,  and  said,  ''  Then  rmdone/' 

We  consulted  on  the  best  steps  to  bo  taken  ;  and 
ill  (he  course  of  conversation  John  said,  as  he  had 
brought  down  a  spade,  he  would,  in  the  course  of  the 
night,  endeavour  to  dig  a  hole  to  bury  tlie  body. 
'J'lic  next  morning  John  Thurtell  showed  me,  Probort, 
nnd  his  brother  Thomas,  where  he  had  commenced 
digi^ing  the  hole,  but  said  he  had  found  he  liad  not 
sulHcient  strength  to  complete  it,  and  had  therefore 
filled  it  up  again  ;  and  it  was  airanged  that  the  body 
should  be  removed  that  same  eight  to  some  spat 
where  it  could  he  roncealcd. 

After  what  had  passed  at  Mr.  Nicholls*s,  we  all 
became  very  mueli  afraid  that  some  stir  would  lie 
made  in  the  business ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  the 
hoy  from  being  fjuestioned,  or  giving  any  information 
«s  to  what  he  had  seen  or  observed,  it  was  detcr- 
iviinea  lo  like  him  to  I^ondon.  And  on  the  Sunday 
nijiht  it  was  settled,  that  the  hoy  should  go  up  in 
liic  chaise  with  nic  and  Thomas  Thurtell,  in  order 
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'tfiat  one  of  the  Thurtells  might  get  him  a  place  in 
^I^ondom 

On  the  Monday  morning  John  Tiuirtell  told  his 
-brother,  Probert,  and  myself,  that  he  had  been  en- 
deavouring to  dig  a  hole  for  the  body,  but  finding 
-the  task  too  laborious,  he  had  given  it  up.  He 
.ihowed  us  where  he  had  made  die  attempt,  and  the 
-earth  appeared  to  have  been  newly  diitiirbefL 

Several  plans  were  tlien  talked  of  for  disposing  of 
tfae  body.  Thomas  Thurtell  suggested,  that  it  would 
Jie'%  safe  way  to  get  rid  of  it,  to  cut  off  the  head  and 
bury  it,  and  bring  the  body  to  the  house  in  Manches- 
ter-buildings, and  secrete  it  there  until  a  convenient 
opportunity  occurred  of  throwing  it  into  the  Thames ; 
and  then,  if  it  floated,  no  one  would  be  able  to  re- 
cognise it ;  and  this  plan,  I  understood,  was  to  be 
adopted. 

.  According .  to  the  arrangement  which  had  been 
miule  over'-night,  the  boy  came  up  to  London,  on  tlie 
Monday  moniing,  witli  Thomas  Thurtell  and  me,  in 
Probert's  gig  ;  and  as  tlie  lad  was  with  us,  nothing 
particular  passed,  except,  when  we  were  passing  over 
..a  small  bridge,  near  Edgware,  Thomas  Timrtell, 

CintiBg  to  the  wateVf  said,  ''  This  would  not  be  at 
d  pku^«*'    At  another  time  he  said,  *'  we  migh 
find  some  difficulty  to  get  rid  of  the  job ;  but  it  was 
well  planned  to  leave  the  big  one,  (meaning  Probert) 
at  home." 

,  Thomas  Thurtell  quitted  the  chaise  at  the  comer 
of  Maddox-street,  and  sent  me  on  to  his  attomeyp  in 
Clement's  Inn,  to  inquire  if  the  bail  had  been  ac- 

I  capted.  I  went  there,  but  the  attorney  was  not 
within ;  and,  on  my  going  to  Tetsall's,  I  foood  Tho- 
mas Thurtell  there,  reading  the  newspaper.  Ho  then 
Bffot  me  to  my  mother's,  whose  name  had  been  given 
as  one  of  their  bail,  to  ask  if  any  inquiries  had  been 
made  there.  On  seeing  my  mother,  she  was  dis- 
pleased at  her  name  being  used,  because  she  knew 
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untiring  of  the  TmrteliV,  ami  taiil  she  would  deeUoe 
bccomini;  bail.  Jiut  after  I  came  ont  of  my  mo* 
thcr's,  I  mot  John  TImrtclI,  Aliss  Ana  Noyes,  adcI 
Tliomns  Noycs,  in  the  e;ivf  I  had  hired  at  Charmg- 
croas  :  and  John  Thartcll  lct*t  tlie  gi;  he  was  in»  and 
jnined  me ;  and  wc  rode  topcethcr  as  far  as  Oxiord- 
^frcct,  witcn  he  a^ol  out  to  irn  to  TctsaU's.  I  took 
tlio  rhiiiie  to  the  md  ol'  Coiidiiit-street,  where  Tet- 
xnli'H  muM  took  it  from  me;  and  Mr.  Noycs  haYiup; 
come  up  witli  the  liircd  chnirc  and  hori^c,  1  recch'ed 
if  from  him,  and  took  it  home.  I  at  the  «ime  time 
€irdcred  another  horse  and  ch•ai^e  to  h^^  readv  for  me 
the  same  nftcrnof^n,  at  three  o'clock,  and  then  re- 
turned to  TctsaU's. 

Tiio  two  Thiirtcils,  Noycs,  Ennison,  and  mysch', 
dined  at  Tctsall*.^  ;  and  at  three  o'clock  Thomas  Siiid 
to  his  brollior,  *'  j!>I)n,  yon  Iiad  hctter  go  down  and 
tell  I'mhrrt  that  linnt's  iiuithcr  has  declined  bcinir 
hail,  S'»  thiit  ho  niav  •'ct  another.'*  John,  who  un- 
drr>tof>/l  wh\t  was  uuMiit,  replied,  '•  \  cry  well: — 
Hiuil,  \on«!;o  an:l  uicl  t!ic  iun-sc  anu  chuise  again,  and 
\V(»  will  riilo  dowD."  A:mI  he  dirccled  me  to  drive  to 
'i'>!miii  (rrji\  nnd  ihcvc  \\':\\i  fnr  him. 

It  was  nearly  six  o'llock  before  John  Thnrtell 
joined  mo  :  ho  was  dressed  in  a  great  coat,  and  trow- 
HVYH  over  his  hrcechcs,  whirh  1  liad  never  before  seen 
?iim  wear.  On  rcarliing  Klstrcc  we  stopped  at 
Field's  for  nearly  an  hoin',  and  then  went  ou  lo  the 
cottiige. 

On  seeing  Prohert,  he  expressed  considerable  fear 
of  ji  diseovorv,  and  bciicired  that  the  body  niijdit  be 
renwjved  as  early  as  possible  that  night  from  his  prc- 
n)i«es ;  and  ho  stated  his  determination,  in  conse- 
^pieneo  of  the  reports  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  leave 
the  eotta^'c  entirelv,  with  hishmiilv,  on  the  ^ollowinir 
Thursday.  I^rohert  sug^osted  the  propriety  of  cut- 
ting all  the  clothes  oli'  fiie  dece.ised,  so  i:S  to  prevent 
his  being  identilied:  imd  ho  undertoek  to  rend  or  cut 
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tktm  into  small  shvccU,  and  (}i9trU>ute  them  iu  sueb  « 
manlier  as- that  they  could  uover  bo  put  togctlier  again 
or  be  known. 

-  Between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  Proberfc  and  John 
Thurtell  left  me  with  the  females,  whilo  tiiey,  under 
pretence  of  getting  tbo  horse  harnessed  and  Qhaiso 
ready,  took  the  body  |rom  the  pond»  and  cut  off  tho 
di^thoft.  Probert  took  out  witli  him  a  white-handled 
ktiife  for  the  purpose^  Alter  they  had  been  out  some 
fiime,  Ptobert  came  in  and  told  me  the  chaise  was  all 
retfdy.aiHl  that  Thurtcli  was  waiting  for  me.  I  then 
took  leave  of  P^'obert  and  his  family,  and  on  johiing 
John  Thurtell,  perceived  the  dead  body,  enclosed  in 
a  sack,  layiuflf  in  front  of  the  gig.  We  went  on  with 
it  to  tlie  pond  near  Elstrcc,  and  tlicre  threw  it  in. — 
That  pond  I  understood  was  selected  because  it  con- 
tained several  feet  in  depth  of  soft  mud,  into  which 
the  b'ody  would  sink,  and  there  was  therefore  no  clan- 
ger of  its  being  discovered.  We  then  came  tqgetl^er 
to  Coventry-street,  where  I  put  him  down,  and  after 
returning,  the  horse  and  chaise  to  the  place  fron;^ 
wlienceit  was  hired,  I  went  to  my  own  lodgings. 

On  Tuesday  forenoon  1  joined  the  Thuvtells  at 
Ttetsairs;  and  about  three  o'clock  Probert's  chaise 
w«s  brought  there,  and  Thomas  Thurtell  desired  me 
to  ^0  down  to  Probert  to  arrange  about  bringing  up 
his  childreai  the  next  morning.  I  accordingly  went, 
but  happening  to  stop  at  Field's  in  my  way  down,  I 
heard  some  people  talking  about  a  woman  having 
been  found  drowned  in  a  pond ;  and  suspectUsg  it 
might  be  Weare's  body  that  had  been  discoviered,  X 
became  greatly  alarmed,  and  instead  of  going  on  to 
Gill's  Hill  cottage,  I  returned  directly  to  town  to  the 
Thurtelh,  and  told  them  what  1  had  heard,  and  my 
fears  that  something  was  wrong ;  on  which  John  wa» 
as  much  frightened  as  myself,  and  he  said  to  his  bro- 
ther, "  You  had  better  go  down,  Tom,  and  inquire 
the  particulars,  and  you  can  do  it  with  safety,  because 
no  one  knows  you."     Thomas  Thurtell  accordingly 
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went  down  almost  directly,  with  the  same  horse  and 
gig,  and  that  was  the  way  be  happene<l  to  be  at  Pro- 
berts  wlicu  the  oSiccrs  went  there  that  night  and 
apprehended  him. 

All  tlie  tilings  belongii^g  to  Mr.  Weare  had  been 
taken  to  my  lodgings,  until  Jobn  Thurtell  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  taking  them  to  some  man  in 
the  city  whom  he  said  lie  knew  would  buy  them ;  but 
as  there  was  now  spine  danger  of  suspicion  falling  on 
us,  and  a  probability  of  a  search  being  made  at  our 
lodgingSp  it  was  determined  to  get  rid  of  any  thing 
tliat  was  likely  to  be  identined,  and  also  to  remove 
tlic  marks  of  Mood  from  the  great  coat  which  bad 
been  worn  by  John  Thurtell  when  he  committed  the 
murder,  and  which  was  still  under  my  bed.  We  ac- 
conlingly  went  to  my  lodgings,  and  sent  my  wife  out 
on  an  errand,  to  recleein  a  coat  of  mine  that  was  in 
pledge  at  a  pawnbroker's  in  St.  Martin's-lane,  while 
we  (lid  what  was  ncccs«jury.  We  tried,  by  washing 
tlicslc<ncs  of  the  coat,  to  remove  the  stains  of  blood, 
hut  coiiM  not  succeed,  and  it  was  therefore  deter- 
mined to  cut  tlie  sleeves  olV,  and  tlwow  them  sepa- 
rately away,  and  secrete  or  otherwise  dispose  of  the 
body  of  the  coat.  The  sleeves  were  left  with  me  to 
get  rid  of,  and  I  threw  them  down  the  privy  of  the 
house  where  I  lodjijed,  and  the  other  part  wiHiout  the 
sleeves  was  dro))])ed  in  ]\Iary-lc-bone.  Thurtell  cut 
Mr.  Wcarc's  hat  in  small  pieces,  and  tlu'cw  the  pieces 
in  a  street  near  Maddox-strcgt.  He  also  threw  a 
white-handled  razor  and  stroj)  on  the  pavement  in  a 
street  farini"  Maddox-strcet  and  Bond-street,  which 
was  directly  after  picked  u\)  hy  a  man  accidentally 
passing;  by.  Mr.  \\'earc's  tortoiseshell  comb  and 
hair-hrush  he  dro|)ped  in  tlie  middle  of  the  same  street, 
and  a  housewife  lilled  with  thread  and  needles  belong- 
ini;  t'>tlie  deceased  was  tlucuvn  Inhind  the  railings  of 
a  liniise  in  Maddox-strcet. 

Tli:»  n(*\t  inoi!iin;i,-  !  was  a]^5>rcliend  mI,  and  John 
T!iurtell  also,  when,  alter  undorj.^ing  a  >.ihort  cxamin- 
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ation,  at  Bow-street,  we  were  conveyed  to  Watford  ; 
ancl  there,  in  consequence  of  the  solicitations  and  pro- 
mises made  to  me,  I  disclosed  where  the  body  wa» 
concealed,  and  confessed  many  of  the  leading  parti-- 
culars  of  the  horrid  transaction.  I  also  told  the  offi- 
cejrs  what  articles  tliey  would  still  find  belonging  to 
mr.  Weare,  at  my  lodgings. 

The  reason  for  marking  out  Mr.  Graham,  who  i»^ 
as  I  understand,  related  to  Mr.  Clutterbuck,  was,  ta 
get  rid  of  a  prosecution  he  was  carrying  on  agaidA 
some  parties  who  had  won  a  large  sum  of  money  from 
him  ;  and  Wearc  and  others  were  supposed  to  be  aid- 
ing on  the  prosecution,  because  the  party,  who  won 
the  money,  refused  to  let  him  share  with  them. 

Joseph  Hunt. 


We  enter  into  no  discussion  of  the  truth  or  false- 
hood  of  this  most  revolting  document.  It  containg 
some  matter  tliat  has  been  proved,  much  that  is  ca- 
pable of  proof,  and  upon  the  whole  carries  an  ap- 
pearance of  probability  with  it.  Still  it  must  oe 
received  as  the  testimony  of  a  man  not  to  be  im- 
plicitly believed  under  any  circumstances.  One  use 
may,  however,  safely  be  made  of  this  confession. 
It  may  be  considered  as  a  characteristic  picture  of 
the  parties  whom  it  portrays,  which,  although  ques- 
tionablc  in  some  of  the  minute  points  of  colour 
and  shade,  has  still  a  decided  accuracy  in  its  outline. 
If  this  assumption  be  correct,  whaf  a  narrow  escape 
may  every  man  be  said  to  have  had  from  the  knives 
and  bullets  of  this  affiliated  gang  of  blood-shedders. 


510  APPENDIX. 


LIBERATION  OF  PROBERT. 

This  execrable  character  having  l)een,  for  tlie  purpose 
of  forwarding  tlic  enils  of  justice,  fon//ilIy  acquitted 
before  the  trial  of  Tiiurtell  ami  Hunt  was  proceeded 
with,  remained  at  lihci  t y  to  depart  after  giving  that 
evidence  which,  whctlicr  true  or  false,  has  cousigiied 
him  to  eternal  infamy.  The  wretch,  Iwwever, 
either  from  tl)o  want  of  a  place  in  which  to  bide  liis 
heady  or  from  fear  of  encountering  the  indignant 
gaze  of  his  fellow  men,  was  glad  to  seek  as  a  favour 
tiic  shelter  of  that  prison,  of  which  he  had  hitlierto 
been  a  compulsory  inmate,  and  under  whose  roof 
be  now  begged  permission  to  pass  tlic  night.  On 
the  following  day  it  was  hintcil  to  him  ih;;l  his  coui- 
])any  Wiis  no  Ijr.gci'  agrceahle,  and  he  was  about 
linally  to  (piiL  the  gai)l  witlioiil  paying  some  small 
sum  i^i  money  wliic!i  luul  been  li-nt  lo  iiim  hv  one  of 
fli;^  '!\\:;';evs.  'J  iie  di-ii^iisl  nMivers:.:Iv  iVll  towards 
him,  !'  ).'.  evci',  pi\'ve:iio:l  \\\<  s■.'.(^^^^s.  and  ho  very  re- 
liict:u...'v  (lii'w  ibitli  iiiC  sinn,  a!i  1  L'lt  liertiord  (iaol 
:iu.j(l^'  i.,c  t^li-.■'^  :.iid  e.-.oer  aior.N",  *' not  loud  but 
dc"Cj),"  iu'  c\.vy  {']..-<  I)/ its  iiui.ale.). 

At  l!;  •  tiiiie  (»!'  Iii>  (piillin^-  l!:e  prison,  his  nauiral 
iiiipihl.'.ice  secir.evl  iv>  ha.j  raliivvl.  lie  walked  down 
t!;(*  t:)\\\\  with  a  (MreKv<;  s\v.!ir,f::ering  iiir,  ami  pro* 
ccvilij  t)  tlic  inn  in  \v!iit!i  Iiis  i:;i!ia|.|iy  w.:o  and  her 
brotlier  and  sisiir  were  si^ivini*'  /liier  (lie  infamous 
se::nes  wiiich  luid  b.^en  aeted  and  described  by  this 
(.•oi:plc\  t!Kse  can  h;*  n otiiiiij;  iiileivstinij:  in  the  de- 
scription oT  tiiL'ir  meeting,  and  we  liierei'oi'c  pass  it 
over. 

'riie  cold-liloodo  I  N»N);innrel  ii.ul  m:\(lc  no  secret  of 
his  intrniion  to  ;;*m:iiii  in  Ilcrti'orvl  lo  witness  the  fatal 
consuuiniation  oi'  tiie  I.iw  on  his  fonner  asiiociate. 
IJiit  one  (^f  thj  n^.a*;i^trutes  airnous  to  rid  the  town 
ofsv)  ba^e  a  m.in,  called  upon  !iini  at  the  inn,  to  urge 
the  propriety  of    his   imnicdiate    departure  with  his 
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.\vUe.  Probcrt  objected  his  want  of  pecuniary  uieans, 
but  the  roagistrale  would  not  suITer  money  to  bo  aa 
obstacle  to  the  accomplishment  of  his  anxious  desire, 
and  therefore  most  willingly  undertook  to  defray  out 
of  his  own  pocket  tlic  ex])ensc  f)f  a  post-chaise  to 
town.  The  fellow  w!io  had  so  narrowly  escaped  the 
fate  of  his  associate,  was  thus  once  more  let  loose 
in  London. 

A  few  days  after,  he  had  the  assurance  to  appear 
in  the  Royal  Exchange,  where  he  addressed  himself 
to  a  respcc  tiihlc  merchant  who  had  formerly  known 
Romcthing  of  him.  It  is  needless  to  say,  that  he  was 
treated  wiili  becoming  contempt  and  disgust. 

Tho  public  prints  had  of  course  spoken  of  this 
fellow  in  terms  in  which  every  man  who  feels  the 
dignity  of  his  nature,  and  who  values  tlie  social  and 
domest^  tic  by  which  society  is  held  together  in 
harmony  and  in  intellectual  contact,  could  not  fail  to 
apply  to  him.  It  is  hardly  credible^ — but  the  facts 
stand  incontrovertible — that  the  i)roprietors  of  two 
morning  newspapers,  and  the  publishers  of  some  of 
the  tracts  relative  to  tnc  Giirs-Ilill  Murder,  actually 
received  notice  of  an  intention  to  commence  legal 
process  against  them  for  \h&  ajspersions  which  had 
been  cast  on  the  ciiAnAcrnn  of  Mr.  Probert!!! 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  find  terms  in  which  to 
express  at  once  the  feelings  of  ridicule  and  indigna- 
tion that  rush  into  the  mind  on  the  bare  mention 
of  such  outrageous  insolence !  The  character  of 
Probert  !  the  character  of  the  ''  aider,  abettor, 
and  comforter"  of  the  assassin  in  one  of  the  most 
deliberate  and  systematic  murders  that  ever  stained 
the  page  of  history !  The  character  of  the 
canting,  whining  hypocrite,  who  through  all  the 
tedious  preparatory  proceedings,  so  solemnly  pro- 
tested his  utter  ignorance  of  all  knowledge  of  the 
subject !  The  character  of  the  base  and  treacher- 
ous approver,  who  with 

"Cheek  of  parclimciit,  eve  of  stone," 


•  ••  •  •  ■ 
-iood  ap  &i  the  witness-box  and  bnTad  the  bunniif 
•jndignation  of  the  coait»  die  jiiiy,  and  the'aseeinUea 
mdtitude,  while  in  the  yery  teetti  of  his  former,  pro- 
testations, he  detailed  with  demoniaeal  coldness  "and 
Vipnd-like  precision  his  own  acts  and  deeds  in  IN  horrid 
^rk  of  blood !  The  character  of  flie  wretch  whom 
^  impairtial  Jadge  Pftrk  entphatiGally  described  as 
^fbe  man  Probert — than  whom  a  more  infamons 
'jdbaraeter  coold  not  easily  he  dimeeiiredr  Mfe 
lir  beqr  to  mehtioo  fli^  tim^M'&e  sojickor  wlmae 
i||natlire  was  atteiSied'^lb  IheM^^nrealening  nc^ 
ml  sincerely  hope   that  the  pnbBo  ieelifics   wiR 

mse  of  ProDeiir  ^'  a'^naifie'  msft'WMl^eviSnMie  briojf 
fb  recollection  every  crime  by  which  Immamiaitao 
luui  hitherto  been  disgraced.  With  thstaai 
fltaits  we  leave  hiih  to  the  sdoYii  and  llilh^^^^ 
flHuddnd,  and'  ihci  bitter  pangs  of  a  jp^^ 
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SUPPLEMENT 

TO 

THE  GAMBLER'S  SCOURGE: 

m 

BBIHG 

All  AUTBBNTIC  HMTOBT  OF  fOM B  OF  THB  MOST  MOTOBIOOS  HIOIIWAT- 

MW,  tWINDLBEB,  IMPOATBBB,  AND  OTUBB  DBSPBRATB  CBARACTBBB 

ITHO  HAVB  VIOLATBD  THB  LAWS  OF   THBIR  COOMTRT;  IN- 

TBBaPBKSBD  WITH  MANY   CI7B10US   AND  RBMARK- 

ABLB  ANBCDOT8S  TBMDINO  TO  ILLUSTRATE 

TBB  DBSTRUCTIVB  BFVBCTS  OP  THB 

PRACTICBS  OP  THB 

GAMBLING  AND  FLASH  SCHOOLS. 
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